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Ippee Nifee Deebiru... Mahalo!

Uchinanchu is the newsletter of the Hawaii 
United Okinawa Association. Although 
subject to change, issues will be published 
bi-monthly. Volunteer writers are welcome. 
Send your name, address, and telephone 
number to Uchinanchu Newsletter, Hawaii 
United Okinawa Association, 94-587 Ukee  
St., Waipahu, Hawaii 96797. E-mail articles to  
info@huoa.org. Uchinanchu reserves the right 
to edit all material for clarity and accuracy.

HUOA President...............................Bob Shiroma
Editor ......................................................Caro Higa 
Designer...................................Erika Kim Yamane

ADVERTISING INFORMATION
Uchinanchu reaches over 8,000 households. 
For advertising rates and more information visit 
www.huoa.org, contact us at info@huoa.org, or 
808.676.5400.

Uchinanchu is our voice — the voice of  
the Hawaii United Okinawa Association, its  
members, and our “home”: the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center. By sharing information and 
experiences, Uchinanchu connects us as a 
family, dedicated to preserving our Okinawan  
cultural heritage. Donations and advertis-
ing help offset publishing costs—Mahalo and 
Ippee Nifee Deebiru to our donors for sup-
porting Uchinanchu.

Uchinanchu newsletter donors from 
November 1 to December 31, 2025
Anonymous
William & Sylvia Gushi
Clifford Gusukuma
Frederick Higa
Wallace Higa
Sonia Honda
Joseph Imai
Donald Ishiara
Patricia & Kenneth Y. 
Kamiya
Keith Kawai
Naomi Loewe
Robert Luersen
Florence Mitsumura
Arlene Miyamoto
Raymond Nakamura
James S. & Norma R. 
Nakasone
Taeko Nakasone

Mr. & Mrs. Clement 
Oshiro
Ethel Serikaku
Lillian Shimabukuro
Thomas Takara
James Tamashiro
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony 
Tato
Craig Tokashiki
Vance Tokumoto
Charles & Sue Wang
Walter W. Wauke
Violet K. Yamamoto
Lynn Yamauchi
Marvin Yamauchi
Lillian S. Yoshimura
Jan & Jason Yuen
In Memory of Bernice 
(Bea) Shimabukuro by 
Margot Sarae 

President’s  
Message 
BY BOB SHIROMA

YII SOOGWACHI DEEBIRU AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!

2025 has been truly special under the leadership of Frances 
Kuba Sensei. She guided us through a historic time—the 
125th Anniversary of Okinawan immigration to Hawaii 
and emigration to the world, the 40th Anniversary of 
the Hawaii–Okinawa Sister-State relationship, and the 
35th Anniversary of the Hawaii Okinawa Center. Notably, 
she brought Governor Tamaki to our Festival and 40 of 
Okinawa’s 41 mayors—a testament to her warmth, charm, 
and leadership. Her theme, “Miree ya Kugani — Bright, 
Hopeful Future,” reminds us to treasure the children.

I also want to recognize our hardworking Executive 
Council—those who chaired and supported the many 
HUOA events that made the year a success. Your dedication, 
teamwork, and countless hours truly uplifted our organiza-
tion. To the incoming Executive Council, thank you for step-
ping forward. Your leadership and expertise give me great 
confidence that the coming year will be outstanding.

Our guiding theme for the year is Chimugukuru — 
Polish, Protect, and Be Proud. With Chimugukuru at heart, 
we move forward together: polishing what we cherish, 
protecting what we have, and being proud of our commu-
nity and our Okinawan identity as we prepare for mile-
stone events in 2026.

Looking ahead, we approach the future of HUOA  
with excitement and shared purpose. We’ll continue 
cherished traditions—from the Legacy Banquet to the 
44th Okinawan Festival, to our Leadership and Heritage 
Tours—while beginning preparations for the 2027 
Worldwide Uchinanchu Taikai.

As I step into this role, I know it takes all of us—clubs, 
volunteers, leaders, and community—working together 
with Chimugukuru to keep HUOA strong and vibrant. To 
our clubs and community—Ippee Nifee Deebiru! Your ongo-
ing commitment, support, and aloha make everything we 
do possible.
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March 13–15	 Honolulu Festival
March 15	 Honolulu Festival Parade
TBD	 Shinka Family Event, Legacy I/II
April 10	 Senior Fair, Legacy I/II
TBD	 Kauai Okinawan Festival
May 23–24	 HUOA Goodwill Golf Tournament,  
	 Pali Golf Course
June 2–5	 Children’s Cultural Day Camp, Oahu
June 12–14	 Pan Pacific Festival
June 14	 Pan Pacific Festival Parade
June 22	 Irei no Hi Rememberance event, Legacy I/II
July 26	 Hui Makaala Fashion Show,  
	 Hilton Hawaiian Village
Sept 5–6	 Okinawan Festival, TBD
Sept 7	 Okinawan Festival Aloha Party, Legacy I/II
Sept 19	 Autumn Okinawa Dance Matsuri, Legacy I/II
Sept 26	 Maui Okinawa Festival, Maui Mall
Mid-Oct	 HUOA Heritage Tour, Okinawa
Mid-Oct	 HUOA Leadership Tour, Okinawa
Oct 29	 Uchinanchu no Hi, Legacy I/II
Nov 1	 Kugani Warabi, Legacy I/II
Nov 8	 Legacy Award Banquet, Sheraton Waikiki
Nov 28–29	 Winter Craft Fair, Legacy I/II

Events are subject to change.  
Visit www.huoa.org/events for more information

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

2	 President’s Message
3	 Calendar of Events
4	 Preserving Our Legacy
10	 Mensore: Peace Boat Passengers Visit the HOC
11	 Mensore: Peace Boat Visitor Experience
12	 Club News: Chatan Kadena Chojin Kai,   
	 HOC clean up by Nago club
13	 Club News: Kin Chojin Kai
14	 Club News: 2026 Shinnen Enkai Listing
15	 2025 Uchinanchu of the Year
16	 76th Installation Banquet
21	 Maizome; Cherry Blossom Court
22	 Winter Craft Fair
24	 Volunteer Luncheon
25	 UJSH Shinnen Enkai
26	 Cultural Fusion Presented by Senjukai Hawaii
28	 Uchinamuun II
30	 Yuntaku Talk Story
31	 Hawaii Okinawa Center Calendar;  
	 HOT Schedule & Special Programs Schedule

YouTube.com/c/Hawaii 
UnitedOkinawaAssociation

@hawaiiunited 
okinawaassociation

www.huoa.org

Find Us Online
Find the full-color 
newsletter online here:
HUOA.ORG/NEWSLETTERS

ON THE COVER 
Highlights of the 2025 Uchinanchu of the Year and 76th 
Installation Banquet, embracing the 2026 guiding theme of 
Chimugukuru — Polish, Protect, and Be Proud.

Facebook/HUOA.org

2026 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
The Year at a Glance!
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THANK YOU TO the many members, friends, and businesses that have responded to our 2025/2026 
Annual Giving Campaign. We are pleased to report that we received 662 donations, representing 
$143,082.82 during the first two months. We are deeply grateful for the confidence you have shown us. 

Through your continued contributions, we can have successful cultural programs and upkeep our home, the 
Hawaii Okinawa Center. Thank you again for your support. Ippee Nifee Deebiru!

Preserving Our Legacy Annual Giving Program

Contributions from the Annual Giving Campaign and other  
non-specified monetary donations from November 1 to December 31, 2025

SILVER $999 – $500 
Anonymous

Alvin Adaniya
Ernest Adaniya

Peace Boat
Harold & Joyce Asato

Roy Higa
Joyce Hosoda

Gary H. Kaneshiro

Kenneth M. Kaneshiro
Jennifer Kokuba
Nicole Masaki

Wilfred & Loretta Miyashiro
Catherine S. Morishige

Ruth & Alan Murata
Myles Nakasone
Kelsie Okamura

Wendy Shinagawa
Lance Shiroma

Frederick & Virginia Takara
Henry H. Takara

Ryan Tohara
David Ueunten
Elisa Uyehara

In Honor of Jon Itomura by 
Gwen & Clayton Fujie

In Honor of Seisuke & Ushi 
Kaneshiro by Wini Sakai

In Memory of Edward Asato 
by May Asato

In Memory of Fusae Uyehara 
and Shinichi Takara by Stuart 

& Gayle Fujioka

PLATINUM $4,999 – $ 2,500
Afuso Ryu Choichi Kai USA Hawaii Chapter

Norman & Irene Nago
Dexter T. & Valerie S. Teruya

In Memory of Arthur Yonega &  
Fujiko Arashiro by the Arashiro Ohana

In Memory of Lucille Kuwaye Biven by Glenn Biven
In Memory of Fred & June Taomae by Thalia Chan

In Memory of Dr. James & Haruko Tengan  
and Daniel K. Tengan by Diana Tengan

GOLD $2,499 – $1,000
Anonymous

Janet Glessner
Hui O Laulima

JTB Cultural Exchange Corp.
George & Shirley Kaneshiro

Laraine & Chester Koga
Edward & Barbara Kuba

Mark Mugiishi
Maxine Nagamine

George & Emeline Tamashiro
Jason Tokuda

On behalf of the Aza Yogi 
Doshi Kai

In Honor of Mr. & Mrs. Ed 
Kuba by Joji & Ritsuko Seta

In Memory of  
Wallace & Ethel Teruya by 

Ameriprise Financial
In Memory of Mr. Kishin  

& Mrs. Fumiko Odo Arakaki 
by Carl G. Arakaki

In Memory of Shinichi  
& Nancy Takara by  
the Egusa Family

In Memory of Kazuo  
& Masumi Shoma by Art  

& Suzanne Hasuike
In Memory of Hitoshi Irinaka 

by Violet Irinaka
In Memory of Toshio 

Kobashigawa by Kuniko 
Kobashigawa

In Memory of Kosei &  
Akiko Kaneshiro by Ken  

& Diane Matsuura
In Memory of Rosalind 

Chiyoko Kuba McGarry by 
Robert McGarry 

In Memory of Mr. & 
Mrs. Kiichi & Nobuko 

Kobashigawa by Karen Miura
In Memory of Bernard  

& Harue Hamada  
by Miyashiro Family

In Memory of Sanro &  
Kame Nishihara & Family

In Memory of Ansho  
& Kamado Uchima by 

Charlotte Ohara

In Memory of Tatsuo  
& Yoshiko Ikehara  

by Florence Ohnishi
In Memory of Ben “Blackie”  

& Violet Iha by Iha, Shinkawa 
& Shimada Ohana

In Memory of Mel M.  
Takaesu by Mino  

& Patsy M. Takaesu
In Memory of Fumio &  
Ella Teruya by Wesley  

& Joanne Teruya
In Memory of Jean Tokunaga 

and Thorne Tokunaga by 
George T. Tokunaga

DIAMOND $5,000 + 
Anonymous

Alan M. Chinen
Taira Family Foundation

In Memory of Howard T. Asato,  
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai by Laverne T. Higa

In Memory of Kame &  
Gashin Goya by Clara Onishi
In Memory of Chester Seiki  

& Hatsumi Toguchi 

SCAN TO MAKE  
A DONATION
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In Memory of Gary, Pat and 
Sharon by Kaneshiro Family

In Memory of Tomizo & 
Mitsue Ikei, Denis Ikei, Jesse 

Ikei & Wallace Ikei  
by Gainor Miyashiro

In Memory of Hideo & 
Shizuko Miyashiro by George 

& Lynn Miyashiro
In Memory of Masanobu  

& Kimiko Adaniya by George 
& Lynn Miyashiro

In Memory of Isamu  
& Marion Nakasato by  
Donna Jean Nakamura
In Memory of Genshin  

& Oto Maeshiro by  
Connie Nakasone

In Memory of Pamela  
A. Min Nakasone by  
Lloyd M. Nakasone

In Memory of  
Lynn Namihira

In Memory of Zenhachi Afuso 
Family by Wallace Oki

In Memory of Taru & Kamado 
Arakaki by Yukiko Ross
In Memory of Yasuhida  

& Jean K. Takushi  
by Steven Y. Takushi

In Memory of Dr. James H. 
Tengan & Darriel K. Tengan 
by James & Kazuko Tengan

In Memory of Mr. Hideo 
Sakima by Janet T. Umemoto

In Memory of Tokushin  
& Kami Nakamoto  

by Sue Wang
In Memory of Charles  

& Sylvia Kishimoto  
by Karen & Frank White

In Memory of Choyu 
Shimabukuro Family  

by Jason K.C. Yuen

SILVER $999 – $500 continued

Preserving Our Legacy Annual Giving Program

BRONZE $499 – $250
Anonymous

Ace Auto Glass
Alvin & Karen Akiyama

Dorothy Aragaki
Kate Ardona

Naomi K. Badamo
Gail Crosson

Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Fuke
Janet Gaza
Grant Higa

Harold & Laverne Higa
Lilly S. Higa
Irene Hino
Brian Isa

Leatrice Itoh
Jonathan Kadekaru

Arleen & Keith Kamita
Roland & Ivy Kaneshiro
Timothy R. Kaneshiro
Harry H. Kikuyama

Congratulations to the  
125th Anniversary Essay 

Contest winners from  
Clarisse Kobashigawa & 

Brandon Nakasone
Paul Komeiji

Greg & Marcella Kuwazaki
Clinton Leong
Alice Masutani
Lynn Miyahira

Gordon & Faye Miyasato
Raymond & Stella Miyashiro

Lisa Nakama

Rene Nakama
Sachiko & Carl Nakamura

Diana A. Nakamura
David & Diane Nakasone

James Nakasone
Toshiko Nakasone

Kenneth & Myrna Nishihara
Yoshimori Oshiro

Elaine Ota
Edward M. Sakima
Sharon Shimomura
Cyrus Tamashiro

Jody Teruya
Kent & Karen Teruya

Linda K. Teruya
Bonnie Tokita

Thomas & Gail Toma
Glenn H. Tomori

Keiji & Amy Tsuhako
Gordon & June Tsukamoto

Grace Ueunten
Mark & Aileen Ueunten

Karl Umemoto
Wakashige Family

Mr. & Mrs. Thad Wakasugi
Waltz Engineering, Inc

Gail Watanabe
Paula C. Nakasone Yakabu 

Carole Yamamoto
David Young

Alan & Toshie Zane

In Honor of Lynn Miyahira  
by Yuri Gilbertson

In Honor of Keiko Nakata by 
Sandra & Frank Hino

In Honor of Arlene  
Emi Kuniyoshi by  
Keone Kuniyoshi

In Honor of George Shinji  
& Chiyo Oshiro Family  

by Patsy K. Oshiro
In Honor of Cathy Morishige, 
Hawaii Shuri Naha Club by  

Christine Taylor
In Memory of Ethel Kawahara 

by HUOA Karaoke Club
In Memory of Masato  

& Naruye Katekaru by 
Jonathan & Cora Cho

In Memory of Helen T. 
Fujimoto by Dennis Fujimoto

In Memory of Yuriko  
Awa and Sanko Awa by 
Donald & Carolyn Fukui

In Memory of Shige  
& Margaret Goya  

by Lawrence Goya
In Memory of Yoshimori, 
Shizuko & Kise Higa by 

Frederick T. Higa
In Memory of Pauline 
Hirasuna (Nakachi)  

by Thomas Hirasuna  
& Jean Hunter

In Memory of Harold,  
James & Edward Yamashiro 

by Eleanor Husnick

In Memory of Bokuzen & 
Haruko T. Kaneshiro by 

Frances T. Kaneshiro
In Memory of Mitsugi & 

Yoshiko Kobayashi by 
Christine Kobayashi
In Memory of Nancy  

Shizue Nishihara Luersen  
by Robert Luersen

In Memory of Raymond 
Okuhara by Betty Okuhara

In Memory of Raymond 
Oshiro by Karen Oshiro

In Memory of Matsusuke & 
Lillian S. Oshiro and Colman 
& Thelma C. Izu by Milton & 

Madelline Oshiro
In Memory of  

Thomas K. Oshiro, Jr.  
by Patricia A. Oshiro

In Memory of Mitchell 
Shigemoto by  

Connie Shigemoto
In Memory of Fukusei  

& Teruko Shimabukuro  
by Joy Shimabukuro

In Memory of Shigeru 
Shiroma by Alan  
& Sandy Shiroma

In Memory of Jon Shirota and 
Kikue Tada by Barbara Shirota

In Memory of Herbert M. 
& Barbara T. Teruya by 

Stephanie M. Teruya
In Memory of Carl Uyeunten 

by Arline Uyeunten
In Memory of Paula H. 

Yokochi by Bruce D. Yokochi 
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Anonymous
Jeff & Junko Ady
Joyce Akamine

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley  
M. Aniya

Kugani Wanabi
Pauline Arakaki

Priscilla I. Arakaki
Terry Jean Arakaki

Ann & Cosmo Arakawa
Jean Arakawa
Myron & Ellen 

Arakawa
Norman & Debra 

Arakawa
Thelma H. Arakawa

George Atta
Christine Botelho

Chris C. China
Doris & Wilbert Ching

Wendell Choo
Rae & Steven Chow

Kay Chung
Jennifer Clarke

Richard & Alice Cocke
Paul & Alexa Coutts

Jane Kochi Eckenrode
Ray & Yvonne Endo

Sayo Enos
Melvin & Amy 

Enriques
Byron & Sue Fujie

Robert K. & Doris H. 
Fujimori

Vicki A. Fujiyama
George & Lei Fukuhara

Kay Fukuhara
Ross & Robin Fukuhara

Jill Fukui
Gary Furugen

Wayne & Jill Gushiken
Wayne & Cora 

Gushikuma
Clifford Gusukuma

Ethel Tengan Hayashi
Ellen C. Higa
Gary T. Higa

Gladys Higa
James & June Higa

Jason & Suzanne Higa
Laverne Higa

Raymond & June Higa
Ross & Lorna  
Takara Higa
Takashi Higa

Kyoko Hijirida
James & Aileen 

Hiramatsu
Nanette E. Hiraoka

Sonia S. Honda
Mr. & Mrs. Michael 

Hondo
Don & Leona Hongo

Maelin Ibara
Barbara Ige

Akira & Barbara Iha
Susan & Garrett Iha

Setsuko Iho
Florence Iida

Joseph T. Imai
Betty Inada

Rodney Inefuku
Mr. & Mrs. Richard T. Isa

Sandra Isono
Toshiko & George Ito

Janet S. Ito
Gary K. Kajiwara
Gregg & Leatrice 

Kakesako
Robert & Sharyn 

Kamemoto
Kenneth & Patricia 

Kamiya
Gary & Jocelyn 

Kaneshiro
James S. Kaneshiro
Myrtle Kaneshiro

Sandra 
Kaneshiro-Cabalo

Kyle & Susan Kanetake
Mary S. Kanetake

Rene Kanno
Haruko Kessler

Eric Y. Kimura & Debra 
A. Kobashigawa

Mr. & Mrs. Edward  
K. Kino

Masuo & Alice Kino
Mae T. Kishimoto
Howard & Dora 

Kitabata
Michael & Dorrine 

Kitamura
Miyoko Kitamura
Stanley S. Kiyuna

Clifford Kobashigawa
Katsuhiro Kobashigawa

Shigeru Kobashigawa
Bert & Helen Kochi
Kenneth & Suzanne 

Kohagura
Rodney T. Kohagura

Elaine & Kenneth 
Koike

Ronald & Joy Kouchi
Doris K. Kubo

Clarice Kumura
Wallace & Yoshiko 

Kumura
Steven & Linda 

Kunihisa
Nathan & Cheryl 

Kurashige
Henry Y.H. &  

Carol Lau
William & Loreen 

Leong
Marjorie Lui
Calvin Lum

Hisako Maeshiro
Danny & Sharole 

Manalo
Barbara Marumoto
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin 

Masuda
Ron Mayayoshi
Lynn Matsuda
Patrick Matsui

Julie Matsumoto
Wayne Matsuyama

Gladys S. Miner
Michael & Aileen 

Miyagawa
Arlene Miyamoto

Ronald & Amy 
Miyasato

Sharon L. Miyasato
Rose S. Miyashiro

Ruth Miyashiro
Stanley & Glenda 

Miyashiro
Janyce M. &  

S. J. Miyashiro
Hayami Miyazato

Janet & Hiroo 
Momohara

Hatsuko Kinjo Morales
Masao Morita
Wayne Morita

George Motobu
Raymond Nagamine

Sandra Nagamine
R. Nagata

Jeanne Nagatani
Mr. & Mrs. Bertram  

H. Nakama
Dorothy Nakama

Mildred S. Nakama
Mr. & Mrs. T.  

Shige Nakamatsu
Haruko Jennie 

Nakamoto
Wayne & Joan 

Nakamoto
Lea Nakamura

Shirley T. Nakamura
Tamaye Nakamura

Wayne & Karen 
Nakamura

Betsy Nakanishi
Peter H. Nakanishi

Isamu Nakasone
James & Karen 

Nakasone
Steve & Susan 

Nakasone
Edwin Nakaya & 

Charlyn Nakamine
Evelyn & Paul 

Nakayama
Rodney K. &  

Patsy H. Nanbu

Nathan & Jo-Lynne 
Natori

Pat & Joey Neilson
Elaine Nishihara

Kenn & Iris Nishihira
Marleen Nishimiya

Alan & Sandra 
Nishimoto

Haruno Nogami
George N. Nohara

Todd Okamoto
Miyoko Onaga

Carl Onoye
Anne H. Oshiro

Mr. & Mrs. Clement 
Oshiro

Janise N. Oshiro
Ken T. Oshiro
Leslie Oshiro

Masaru & Kiyoko 
Oshiro

Momoyo Oshiro
Nobuko Oshiro

Rodney S. Oshiro
Susan Oshiro

Robert & Linda Otomo
Russell & Elaine Owens

Melvin & Nora 
Padayhag

Paranku Club of 
Hawaii

Clayton & Paula 
Regidor

Pam Saito
Roberta Saito

Alvin Sakihara
Sanford Sanborn

Marian Santo
Rachael Sasaki

Grant Sato
Mr. & Mrs. George 

Serikaku
Ernest & Lenore Shima

Edith E. Shimabuku
Gerald K. Shimabuku
Mildred Shimabuku

Iris Shimabukuro
Lillian Shimabukuro

CONTRIBUTOR $249 – $100
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Preserving Our Legacy Annual Giving Program

CONTRIBUTOR $249 – $100 continued
Masatoshi Shimabukuro

Richard & Geri 
Shimabukuro

Mr. & Mrs. David 
Shimazu

Dawn Shinsato
Herbert M. Shinsato

Roy Shinsato
Erwin & Ethel Shirai

Sharon T. Shiraki
Alice T. Shiroma
Doris Shiroma

Robert & Mimi Shiroma
Carol Sueyoshi

Karen Sugikawa
Gerald & Diane Sumida

Koji & Setsuko Taira
Richard & Tomiko 

Takaesu
Gloria J. & Harry 

Takahashi
Wayne & Sandra 

Takahashi
Racheal Takaki

James & Susanne 
Takamiya

Lance Takamiya
Clayton Takara

Courtney Takara
Wayne & Corinne 

Takara
June S. Takeno

Thomas M. Takushi
S. & K. Tamaki
Eric Tamashiro
Joan Tamayose

Lisa & Dennis Tanaka
Stacey Tanaka

Diane M. Tanioka
Jamie Tengan

Grace R. Teruya
Iris Teruya

Janel Toguchi
Jean Toguchi

Craig & Veda Tokashiki
Janet M. Tokuda

Ronald & June Tokuda

Mr. & Mrs. Robin 
Tokuhama

Ted & Beverly 
Tokumine

Vance Tokumoto
Cynthia Toma

Ronald & Sharon 
Tomasa

Nancy M. Tome
Bev Tomei

Dwight & Marcia 
Toyama

Len K. Tsuhako
Amy E. Tsuru

Jean H. Tsuruda
Barbara & Masaichi 

Uehara
Stanley Uehara
Susan Ushijima

Audrey M. Uyehara
Barbara Uyehara

Eric & Janet Uyehara
George K. Uyehara

Kwynn Uyehara
Mike & Wilma Uyehara

Tamiko Uyehara
Wes & Geri Wakuzawa

Emily Watanabe
Chadwick & Gayle 

Wong
Ellen G. Yamada

Raymond & Hisae 
Yamada

Keith & Celeste 
Yamaguchi

Bert Yamanuha
Katsuo Yamashiro
Marvin Yamauchi

Hanae Yasuda
Miles & Sandra Yasui
Albert & Nancy Yeda

Jane S. Yoshida
Joyce Y. Yoshida
Regina & Grant 

Yoshimori
Dale Yoshizu

Daniel & Trudy 
Zukemura

In Honor of Shizuko 
& Lionel Kaneshiro by 

Merton & Bernice Ishida
In Honor of Mr. & Mrs. 
David G. Kanemoto by  

Robert J. Kanemoto
In Honor of Frances 

Kuba by Richard  
& Julie McGarry

In Honor of Harry  
& Margaret Nohara

In Memory of William 
& Shirley Arakaki  
by Keith Arakaki

In Memory of  
Ruby Kobayashi

In Memory of Kameko 
& Seitaro Taba by 

Florence Y. Arashiro
In Memory of James 

Katsumi Asato  
by Carole Asato

In Memory of Yuichi 
& Tsuyu Asato by 
Kenneth K. Asato

In Memory of  
Shigeo Asato  

by Sumiko Asato
In Memory of Raymond, 
Tsuruko & Robert Asato 

by Wallace E. Asato
In Memory of Takeo  

& Shigeko Azama  
by Calvin Azama

In Memory of  
George Y. Isagawa by 

Cathleen Baclaan
In Memory of Shinichi 

& Utome Okuhama  
by Alice Bensley

In Memory of Randall 
W. Miyashiro & 

In Honor of Judith 
Matsumoto by Carla 

Miyashiro Chang
In Memory of Seisuke 

Miyasato by Carolyn & 
Albert Chew

In Memory of Richard 
& Kiyoko Kuba 
by Marjorie Liu, 

Mae Chung, Judith 
Morikami & Karen 

Kuba-Hori

In Memory of Walter 
Chur and Shigeo  
& Haruko Gakiya  

by Jean Chur
In Memory of Albert  
H. Miyasato by Scott  

& Alison Colby
In Memory of Ryukyu 

Buyo Grandmaster 
Yoshino Makijina 

Nakasone by Mary  
Jo Freshley

In Memory of Herbert T. 
Fukuji by Claire Fukuji
In Memory of Mark Y. 
Yabui by Mr. & Mrs. 

Edwin Fukuji
In Memory of Alice 

Morisako by Ginowan 
Shijin Kai

In Memory of Shinyei  
& Hatsue Zakahi  
by Hazel Ginoza

In Memory of Taketo 
Asato by Clara A. Goto

In Memory of  
Yasumori & Fumiko 
Mabuni by Edwin & 

Genevieve Goto
In Memory of June 
Arakawa by Glen & 

Linell Goya
In Memory of Hiroichi 

& Shirley Afuso by 
Joyce M. Hamada

In Memory of Richard 
& Eleanor Shiroma by 

Hawaii Shuri-Naha 
Club

In Memory of Toshiko 
Tamon by Julie Hew

In Memory of Junkichi 
Higa by Calvin I. Higa
In Memory of Warren 

Teruo Higa by 
Geraldine Higa

In Memory of Ernest, 
Yoshimori & Shizuko 

Higa by Raymond Higa 
In Memory of Charles 

Matsuhide Higa &  
Doris Chizu Higa by 
Wayne & Karen Higa

In Memory of Gentard 
& Otome Kaneshiro  
by Michael Higuchi
In Memory of Lily 

Higuchi by Michael 
Higuchi

In Memory of Doris 
Sheppard by Michael 

Higuchi
In Memory of Richard 

& Iris Shimabukuro 
by Lyanne & Dennis 

Hijirida
In Memory of Harry  
& Helen Uyehara by 

Elmer & Debbie Hirano
In Memory of 

Gwendolyn Oshiro  
by Hui O Laulima

In Memory of Lynn  
& Masato Tamashiro  

by Susan K. Hunt
In Memory of Lillian 
Hamasaki by Gail Iha
In Memory of Mr. & 

Mrs. Michael T. Ikehara 
by David Y. Ikehara

In Memory of Thomas  
& Emily Ikehara and 

April Ikehara Goya by 
Laura Ikehara-Martin

In Memory of  
George Isagawa by 

Shirley Isagawa
In Memory of Dale 

Ishiara by Janice Ishiara
In Memory of Stephanie 

Saito by Mr. & Mrs. 
Gary Ishikawa
In Memory of  

David Johnston by 
Elaine Johnston

In Memory of Shizue 
Kakazu by Reginald  
& Eleanor Kakazu

In Memory of 
Masanobu Kaneshiro  
by Betsy Kaneshiro

In Memory of Masato  
& Haruye Katekaru  
by Lance Katekaru

In Memory of Kazuo, 
Shizue & Aileen Asato 

by Keith Kawai 
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Preserving Our Legacy Annual Giving Program

CONTRIBUTOR $249 – $100 continued

In Memory of Eunice 
Nakasato by Alice Kim
In Memory of Fumiko 
Higa by Florence Kim
In Memory of Carol 

Kinjo by Robert Kinjo
In Memory of  

Paul & Shizue Kino  
by George Kino

In Memory of Fred and 
Fusa Kishaba  

by Kelvin Kishaba
In Memory of  

Wallace & Anne  
Kiyabu by Paul & 
Katherine Kiyabu

In Memory of  
Karen K. Kiyabu  

by Thomas Kiyabu
In Memory of James  

& Dorothy Kochi  
by Desmond Kochi

In Memory of Kokuji & 
Miyoko Kochi  

by James Kochi
In Memory of Koryo  
& Katsuko Yogi by 

Lester & Judy Kodama
In Memory of  

Yukiko Yafuso by 
Sharyn Y. Kubo
In Memory of 

Emi Kobashigawa 
Kuniyoshi by Mamo 

Kuniyoshi
In Memory of Yeiko  

& Kameko Higa  
by Joyce Lee

In Memory of Jane  
N. Shiroma by Thom  

& Joyce Lichte
In Memory of David G. 
& Metsu Kanemoto by 

Nancy K. Lyum
In Memory of  

Herbert & Mary 
Matayoshi by Jerold  
& Paula Matayoshi

In Memory of  
Jean Tamashiro by  
Gloria Matsumoto

In Memory of Seibu 
& Masako Kiyuna by 
Isabelle Matsumoto

In Memory of  
Albert Mayeshiro by 
Alberta Mayeshiro

In Memory of Yeiko  
& Chiyoko Oshiro  
by Ethel Miyasato

In Memory of Albert  
H. Miyasato by Shizue 

K. Miyasato
In Memory of Albert 

H. Miyasato by Mernie 
Miyasato-Crawford

In Memory of Henry & 
Ellen Miyashiro  

by Cathy Miyashiro
In Memory of  

Susumu Miyashiro by 
Thelma Miyashiro

In Memory of Joyce 
Uehara by Joshua 
Uehara & Rachel 

Miyazaki
In Memory of Seiwa  

& Naye Kuba by  
Rose Mizokawa

In Memory of Choriki 
& Dorothy Shimabuku 

by Lynn Murakami
In Memory of Richard 
Nagamine by Florence 

Nagamine
In Memory of Donald  

& Emily Nago by 
Robert & Violet Nago

In Memory of  
Sharon Shimabukuro  

by Nakagusuku  
Sonjin Kai

In Memory of Melanie 
Ann Awai-Higa  
by Nakagusuku  

Sonjin Kai
In Memory of  

Edward Makoto Higa 
by Nakagusuku  

Sonjin Kai
In Memory of Gensuke 
& Kana (Tomi) Nakama 

by Takeo & Jean R. 
Nakama

In Memory of Jack  
S. Nakamura by  
Allan Nakamura

In Memory of Kamado 
& Kama Isa by Gary & 
Constance Nakamura
In Memory of Robert 

Kenji Nakasone by 
Becky S. Nakasone

In Memory of Antoku 
& Tsuruko Kaneshiro 

by Janet Nii
In Memory of Shiki 
& Kama Uyema by 
Margaret Nohara

In Memory of Shigeko 
Gushiken by Ai Ogata
In Memory of Richard 

& Eleanor Shiroma  
by Milton Onna

In Memory of Lorna 
Yamauchi Oshima  
by Thomas Oshima

In Memory of Choko 
Oshiro by Jean Oshiro

In Memory of  
Tomi Oshiro by  
Sachiya Oshiro

In Memory of Richard, 
Phyllis & Danny Ota  

by Reid & Kelly
In Memory of Dixon & 
Elaine Oyadomari by 

Alvin Oyadomari
In Memory of Sam M. 
& Miyoko Uyehara by 

June S. U. Oyakawa
In Memory of  

Alice Santiago by 
Chereen Pires

In Memory of Seiwa & 
Naye Kuba by  

Mary Ann Piscitelli
In Memory of Henry 
& Doris Uyehara by 

Sandra Sakamoto
In Memory of  

Seiki & Tsuruko  
Azama by Mr. & Mrs. 

Wallace Sekigawa
In Memory of Gordon 
and Alice Kushimaejo 

by Claire Seu
In Memory of  

Patrick L Shaw (Yara) 
by Janet Shaw

In Memory of Seibu  
& Masako Kiyuna  

by Judith S. Sheldon
In Memory of 

Haruko (Edith) 
Shimabukuro by Juliet 

S. Shimabukuro
In Memory of Elton and 
Hideo Shimabukuro by  

Lily Shimabukuro
In Memory of Rylan 

Kunimitsu by Norman 
& Stella Shinkoethe

In Memory of Kiyoshi 
& Agnes Shinsato  
by Gail Shinsato

In Memory of Kamaichi 
& Kame Tamanaha  
by Cathy Shiraishi

In Memory of Jiro & 
Kame Kaneshiro by 
Helen K. Shiroma

In Memory of  
Richard Y. Shiroma  

by Sandra J. Shiroma
In Memory of Elsie  

& Jack Tome by 
Lorraine Suehiro

In Memory of Yasuo  
& Hatsuko Taba  

by Joni Taba
In Memory of  

Nobuko Oyakawa by 
Cynthia Takahashi

In Memory of Wataru 
& Nancy T. Isa and 

Cassandra & Roy Ikeda 
by Kaaren Takara

In Memory of  
Yeikichi & Ushi 

Tamanaha by Karen  
K. Tamanaha

In Memory of Usuke 
& Kamado Nakamura 

and Susumu & Hanako 
Saito by Wallace  

& June Tamashiro
In Memory of  

Fumiko Tamayose  
by Francis N. & 

Michelle Tamayose
In Memory of  

Fumiko Tamayose by 
Michelle Tamayose

In Memory of James 
Hoyei Tengan by  
David M. Tengan

In Memory of Shoichi, 
Doris and Lester 
Tengan by Linda 

Tengan
In Memory of Akira  

& Momono Hayashida 
by George &  

Irene Toguchi
In Memory of  

Rockne T. Tokumine  
by Wendy Tokumine
In Memory of Denis 

Toshikiyo by  
Janice Toshikiyo

In Memory of Agnes  
& Kenichi Tsuha  

by Jan & John Tsuha
In Memory of  

Lawrence Cabanilla
In Memory of  

Keoki-Loa Uchima  
by Mr. & Mrs.  

George Y. Uchima
In Memory of Jenichi  
& Masuye Uyehara  
by Larry & Cathy  

Ann Uyehara
In Memory of Alice 

Uehara by Nora 
Uyehara & Nelly 

Uehara
In Memory of  
Al Uyehara by  

Toshiko Uyehara
In Memory of George 

Yoshio Uyema & 
Yoshiko Uyema
In Memory of  

Koki Tamashiro by 
Gabriel Vista

In Memory of Shinshin 
& Kamado Kise by 

Robert & Norma Yara
In Memory of Shinyei  
& Hatsue Zakahi by 
Aileen Yoshimura
In Memory of Lily 
Toguchi Ratliff by 

Frances Zepeda
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Preserving Our Legacy Annual Giving Program

FRIEND $99 AND UNDER
Anonymous

Diane Ajimine
Laura Ajimine

James K. Akamine
Jeff & Babette Arakaki 

Miles T. Arakaki
Richard &  

Annette Arine
Joan S. Au

Emily Chinen-Pascual
Jodie Ching
Mae Chung

Helene De La Torre
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Dela 

Cruz
Stephen Dwyer

Florence Fernandez
Jane Fujii

Jay & Marjorie Fujita
Thomas Fukuhara

Wayne K. Fukunaga
Mr. & Mrs. George  

M. Fukushima
June H. Futenma

Darlene O. Galang
Stephen & Denise Gima

Beatrice Goya
Paul M. & Takako Goya

Terry Goya
Bette M. Gushiken

Monica Hatori
Alvin A. Higa
Gilbert Higa
Roy T. Higa
William S. &  
Laura Higa

Wayde Hirata
Genevieve Hiu

Dana A. Hokama
David Hokama

Phyllis T. Takeuchi
Amy Ichiyama

Larry K. Ige
Nora Ige

Doreen & Robert Ikeno
Susan Imai

Mr. & Mrs. Steven 
Takase

Kimiko Ishiki
Annette Kabasawa

Helen Kagawa
Alison Kane

Lisa Kaneshige
Donald Kaneshiro
Ellen F. Kaneshiro

Katsumi Kaneshiro
Paul M. Kaneshiro

Amy Kato
Kenneth & Shelley Kato

Craig & Jean 
Kawaguchi

Cynthia Kishimoto
Mr. & Mrs. Reagan 

Kiyuna
Cynthia Kunihisa

Joseph Kuroda
Walter Kuwasaki

Greg & Marcy 
Kuwazaki

Ethel Matsui
Yoshiko N. Mayo

Gail N. Minami-Judd
Barbara Mishima
Harry Miyahira
Lynn Miyahira

Mr. & Mrs.  
Roy J. Miyahira
Ryan Miyamoto
Clarence & Jean 

Miyasato
Melvin Miyashiro

Michelle Miyashiro
Chad & Lori Morikami

Joylyn Murakoshi
Kay Muranaka
Lois Nagamine

Verne Nagayama
A. Nakama

Walter T. Nakama
Sharon Nakamoto

Raymond Nakamura
Tami Nakamura
Dale Nakasone

June Nakasone
Karen Nakasone

Norman & Renette 
Nakasone

Sally Nakata
Dathan Nicholson

Steven Nohara
Charles & Greta 

Nouchi
Ward K. Okaneku

Ben & Carole Oshiro
Charlotte Oshiro

Edwin & Mi Ni Oshiro
Herman H. Oshiro

Jane Oshiro
John K. & Janet M. 

Oshiro
Eric & Andrea Oto

Fusako Dixie Oyasato
Keiko Palmer

Paypal Giving Fund
Mark & Frances Perkins
Mr. & Mrs. Carter Reed

Susan Sagara
Kent & Pam Saito
David & Lili Sakai

Richard &  
Elizabeth Sakai

Milton & Elaine Sato
Sheryl Shigemoto

Cynthia Shimabuku
Yaeko Shimabukuro

Craig Shiroma
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert 

Shiroma
Raymond &  
Jo Ann Shito

Milton M. Taba
Mildred Tagami

Philip & Karen Takaba
Ethan Takara & Doreen 

Katsushima-Takara
Karen Takara
Starla Takara

Chisato Takeda
Jerry H. Tamashiro

Julie Anne Tamayori
Alan S. Tamayose

Mitsuko Tamayose
Duane & Gladys 

Taniguchi
Natalie Teruya

Ronald M. Toguchi
David Tokuda
Nancy Tokuda

Sunny S. Tominaga
Ronald Toyama

Mr. & Mrs. Sadao Ueda
Gloria Ushiroda

Phil Uyehara
Elnora Wakasugi

Louis & Barbara Webb
Thomas & Hideko Yagi

Mitsuko Yamaguchi
J. Yamamoto

Garret & Ruby Yip
Janice T. Yokogawa

Kenneth H. Yonamine
Garrett & Sherri 

Yoshimoto
Tomeo Yoshizawa

In Honor of Jo Ige by 
Karen R. Koles

In Memory of Kana 
Asato & Richard Asato 

by Ethel Asato
In Memory of Wallace 

& Kiyoko Chinen 
and Eunice Chinen 

Dela Cruz by Karleen 
Chinen

In Memory of Charlene 
M. N. (Toma) Dierking 

by David Dierking
In Memory of Kamado 
& Kama Isa by Patricia 

Fujisaki
In Memory of 

Munemitsu & Masuko 
Gakiya by Nancy H. 

Gakiya
In Memory of Lillian 

Masako & Thomas 
Kosho Gushiken by 
Dale Gushiken-Nip
In Memory of Helen 

Kaneshiro by Sherwin 
H. Higa

In Memory of Masei 
and Kama Miyasato by 

Eleanor Hoshide
In Memory of Kenneth 
& Nancy M. Kaneshiro 

by Craig Kaneshiro
In Memory of Mae 
Katahara by Alvin 

Katahara
In Memory of Alice 

Morisako by Rodney 
Kohagura

In Memory of Howard 
Sakima by Rodney 

Kohagura
In Memory of Charles 

Honma by Candice 
Miyashita

In Memory of Sandra 
Higuchi  by Douglas & 

Cori Muraoka
In Memory of George 

Teruo Oshiro by Gladys 
M. Oshiro

In Memory of Satoei & 
Sue Shiohira by Wayne 

S. Shiohira
In Memory of Hilda 

Shigeko Ginoza 
Takemoto by Ken 

Takemoto
In Memory of Jack & 
Doris Tamanaha by 

Lynn Tamanaha
In Memory of 

Kamesuke & Yukiko 
Uyehara by Harold & 

Susan Uyeda
In Memory of Kamado 
Shimabukuro, David 

& Edith Asato by Judy 
(Asato) Yamamoto 
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MENSORE Welcome!

Peace Boat Passengers Visit the Hawaii Okinawa Center
BY TOM YAMAMOTO

IT WAS AN UNFORGETTABLE BOND that was shared 
between visitors from Japan and our local Okinawan  
community members! On Monday, November 23, thirty- 
five passengers and four staff members from the Japan-
based Peace Boat visited the Hawaii Okinawa Center for 
an enriching cultural exchange with our HUOA Monday 
Crafters and volunteers. Peace Boat is an international 
non-governmental organization (NGO), whose passengers 
embark on a 100+ day voyage engaging in various onboard 
activities and visiting many countries to promote peace and 
human rights, engage in intercultural exchange, educate 
the youth and provide humanitarian support to the com-
munities that they visit.

The passengers and the Monday crafters and volunteers 
worked together to create three-dimensional Hawaiian 
postcards with an origami-styled Aloha shirt on the front.  
Through language challenges, laughter and hands-on 
teaching and learning, each passenger was able to finish 
their own make and take product and also purchase other 
items from the Monday crafters “shop.”

HUOA President Frances Nakachi-Kuba greeted the 
guests and opened with Kagiyadefu along with Peace Boat 
staff, Aino Nakayama. To complete the Okinawan and 
Hawaiian experience, past president Randy Kuba served 
and shared information about his Shaka Hawaii/Okinawa 
Spirit and Mana-su blends, while past president Ford 
Chinen and ohana served an authentic Hawaiian lunch of 
kalua pork on taro bun, poke, haupia and more.

As a guest educator onboard the Peace Boat, one of my 
lectures on “A Nikkei Experience”, focused on Okinawa 
immigration to Hawaii, and how the community has 
worked together throughout the years to become one of 
the most successful ethnic groups in Hawaii. From their 
visit to the Hawaii Okinawa Center, the participants of the 
Peace Boat were able to see one example of how our HUOA 
community works together and supports one another. 
Ippei Nifwe debiru and Mahalo to the HUOA staff, Monday 
crafters, gardeners and many volunteers who helped make 
this a memorable visit. We look forward to their visit on 
December 26!
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Peace Boat  
Visitor Experience
BY KAKINOKI HITOSHI

WE HAD THE WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY  

to visit the Hawaii Okinawa Center and take 
part in cultural exchange with the descen-
dants of Okinawan immigrants. Together 
with the volunteers, we enjoyed a variety of 
cultural activities such as making postcards, 
Okinawan dance, Eisa drumming, calligraphy, 
and kendama.

After watching a touching video express-
ing the gratitude of Okinawan high school 
students toward the Hawaiian immigrants 
who once sent pigs to Okinawa, we were 
treated to a delicious homemade lunch.

To conclude the visit, everyone joined 
together to dance Kachāshī, filling the entire 
venue with excitement and joy.

It was a day that truly made us feel the 
deep and enduring bond between Okinawa 
and Hawaii, stretching far back into his-
tory. The day before, we visited Pearl Harbor, 
where we were reminded of the tragic conse-
quences of war and the foolishness of human 
conflict. Yet the next day, we were able to feel 
the greatness and kindness of humanity — 
making it a profoundly moving and unfor-
gettable experience. We left with a hopeful 
sense that if human kindness and compas-
sion can rise above greed, anger, and hatred, 
a peaceful future may truly be possible.

“When we snatch from one another,  
there is never enough.
When we share with one another,  
there is more than enough.
When we snatch, hatred grows.
When we share, peace follows.”

— Mitsuo Aida

MENSORE Welcome!
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CLUB NEWS Our Clubs, Our Future

HOC clean up by Nago club on 11/23/25

Front row: Jane Martin, Jennifer Yamanuha, Pili; Back row: Dick Takara, Clifford Antoque, Alicia Rogan, Sandy Antoque, Chloe Nakamura, Rod Martin,  
Linda Nakamura, Gabe Preis, Samantha Preis, Julia Preis; Missing: Cheryl To, Clay Asato, Lisa Asato

Chatan Kadena 
Chojin Kai
CHATAN KADENA CHOJIN KAI 

2026 Shinnenkai is on Saturday, 
March 7, 2026 at the Hawaii 
Okinawan Center. Usually, the 
Shinnenkai is held in the eve-
ning, but this year it’s being held 
during lunch time from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Please mark your calendars 
and look out for more information. 
Ippee nifee deebiru!
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Kin Chojin Kai
VOLUNTEERS FROM KIN CLUB 

re-striped the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center’s parking lot on January 
19, 2026.

Left to right: George Toyama, Callie Toyama, 
Michael Ige, Marc Morioka, Ralph, Kanoe, and 
Edward Nakata.

CLUB NEWS
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CLUB NEWS

Date	 Time	 Club Name	 Location Contact	

3/8/2026......10:00 AM..... Aza Yogi Doshi Kai &............... Masa’s Cafeteria............................ Myles Nakasone, 			 
Bito Doshi Kai pastor_myles@yahoo.com

3/7/2026.......10:00 AM..... Chatan Kadena Chojin Kai...... Hawaii Okinawa Center............... Eric Nitta, ericnitta@yahoo.com

2/22/2026....10:00 AM..... Ginowan Shijin Kai................... Hawaii Okinawa Center............... Garrett Iha

2/28/2026....5:30 PM....... Gushichan Sonjin Kai............... Masa’s Cafeteria............................ Derek Uesato, 808.780.8427, 	
duwormy@yahoo.com

3/7/2026.......6:00 PM....... Gushikawa Shijin Kai................ Masa’s Cafeteria............................ John Hewitt, jhhewitt54@gmail.com 	
Drake Akiyoshi, dsga791@yahoo.com

3/22/2026....10:00 AM..... Hawaii Sashiki-Chinen............. Hawaii Okinawa Center............... Jeannene Oshiro,  
Doshi Kai jeanneneoshi@gmail.com

2/22/2026....10:00 AM..... Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club.......... Hawaii Okinawa Center............... Greg Kuwazaki,  
gmkuwazaki@gmail.com

2/22/2026....10:30 AM..... Hui Okinawa.............................. Aunty Sally’s Luau Hale................ Robert Kaneshiro,  
rskanesh@outlook.com	

3/1/2026.......10:00 AM..... Itoman Shijin Kai &................... Masa’s Cafeteria ........................... Shari Tamashiro, sharit@hawaii.edu	
Club Motobu

3/8/2026......10:00 AM..... Kin Chojin Kai .......................... Hawaii Okinawa Center............... Chelsea Rios

3/29/2026....11:00 AM..... Kona Okinawa Kenjin Kai........ Kona Daifukuji............................... Cheryl Kurashige	  
Soto Mission Hall

2/28/2026....11:00 AM..... Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai........ Maui Okinawa................................ Jason Hondo 
Cultural Center

3/29/2026....Lunch........... Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai............ Hawaii Okinawa Center............... Denise Liu, 808-284-9793  
(TENTATIVE) deniliu@hotmail.com

3/21/2026.....5:00 PM....... Okinawa City-Goeku Son....... Natsunoya Teahouse.................... Stephanie Higa, 
stephiga@gmail.com

2/28/2026....5:00 PM....... Onna Sonjin Kai........................ Natsunoya Teahouse.................... Liane Yoshitsugu-Cenido, 
liane.yoshitsugu@gmail.com

3/1/2026.......9:30 AM....... Oroku Azajin Club................... Hawaii Okinawa Center............... www.orokuazajinhawaii.org

4/12/2026....10:00 AM..... Osato Doshi Kai........................ Masa’s Cafeteria............................ Dennis Arakaki, President 		
darock3046@gmail.com,  
Lance Akana, event chair	

3/15/2026.....10:30 AM..... Tamagusuku Club.................... Masa’s Cafeteria............................ Ford Chinen, 808.753.0507,  
ford.chinen@gmail.com

4/18/2026....5:30 PM....... Tomigusuku Sonjin Kai............ Saint Louis Alumni Clubhouse.... Eugene Kaneshiro,  
ek4fisherman@hawaiiantel.net

2/21/2026....5:00 PM....... Wahiawa Okinawa.................... Wahiawa Ryusenji......................... Lori Tamanaha,  
Kyo Yu Kai Soto Mission pilot4sale@gmail.com

3/8/2026......11:00 AM..... Yagaji Doshi Kai........................ Saint Louis Clubhouse................. Dale Nakasone, dalenaka@hawaii.edu

2/28/2026....5:00 PM....... Yomitan Club............................ Hawaii Okinawa Center............... Lea Ann Kakimoto, 808.384.7248, 
yomitan.lkakimoto@gmail.com 	

2026 SHINNEN ENKAI LISTING
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2025 Uchinanchu of the Year

The Uchinanchu of the Year selected by their respective Clubs span the generations. The 
Club's pride and gratitude are evident through their words as they described their UOY. 

Respect for the past, desire to perpetuate the Okinawan culture and unselfish willingness to 
support their Clubs are common threads all the Uchinanchu of the Year share.

Aza Gushikawa Doshi Kai | Annette Miyashiro

Aza Yogi Doshi Kai | Carol-Ann Thornton & Ashley Enriques

Bito Doshi Kai | Ayako Nakasato

Chatan-Kadena Chojin Kai | Barbara and Kenji Maeshiro

Club Motobu | Kent Billings

Gaza Yonagusuku Doshi Kai | Erin Shiroma

Ginowan Shijin Kai | Charlene Tamanaha

Ginoza Sonjin Kai | Daniel Oshiro

Gushichan Sonjin Kai | George K. Zakahi

Gushikawa Shijin Kai | Brian Funasaki

Haneji Club | Gail and Rodney Okaneku

Hawaii Sashiki-Chinen Doshi Kai | Mark and Aileen Ueunten

Hui Alu, Inc. | Shawn Shimabukuro

Hui O Laulima | Cynthia Uza

Hui Okinawa | Grant Miyashiro and Grant Fukunaga

Kin Chojin Kai | Rylan Kunimitsu

Kitanakagusuku Sonjin Kai | Kelly Emelia Higa

Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai | Henry and Donna Tamashiro

Nago Club | Clay Asato

Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai | Jacob Higa

Nishihara Chojin Kai | Thomas Osami Nakasone

Okinawa City Goeku Son | Zoey Simmons

Okinawan Genealogical Society of Hawaii | Clyde Uchima

Oroku Azajin Club | Roberta and Gene Kaneshiro

Ozato Doshi Kai | Lynette Teruya

Shinka Hawaii | Chris Iwamura

Tamagusuku Club | Janice Toma Shiira

Tomigusuku Son Jin Kai | Hilda K. Thomas

Wahiawa Okinawa Kyo Yu Kai | Derek and Karen Iha

Yomitan Club | Earlene Nakachi

Yonashiro Chojin Kai | Marisa Maemori
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Chimugukuru — Polish, Protect, and Be Proud
BY JODIE CHIEMI CHING

II SOOGWACHI DEEBIRU! HAPPY NEW YEAR!

O N SATURDAY, JAN. 17, the Hawaii United 
Okinawa Association held its Uchinanchu of the 
Year and 76th Installation Celebration, embracing 

the 2026 guiding theme of Chimugukuru — Polish, Protect, 
and Be Proud. Approximately 750 attendees filled the Albert 
T. and Wallace T. Teruya Pavilion at the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center, joining together to honor HUOA’s legacy of service 
while looking toward the future with heart.

As HUOA President Bob Shiroma shared, Chimugukuru 
reminds us to polish what we cherish, protect what we hold 
dear, and take pride in our community and Okinawan iden-
tity — as we move forward together into 2026.

Twenty-twenty-five HUOA Outgoing President Frances 
Nakachi Kuba passed her gavel and presidential duties to 
Robert “Bob” Shiroma. With decades of leadership experi-
ence and deep ties to the Okinawan community, Shiroma 
brings both professional expertise and heartfelt commitment 
to his role as HUOA President. A lifelong member of Gaza 

Yonagusuku Doshikai — where he has served as treasurer 
since 1988 and president since 2024 — Shiroma is rooted in 
service and community stewardship. His extensive career, 
spanning senior roles at First Hawaiian Bank and as Facilities 
Director at Kamehameha Schools/Bishop Estate, reflects 
strong organizational, managerial, and financial acumen. 
Combined with his years on the Hawai i̒ Okinawa Plaza 
Board, Shiroma steps into the presidency with a thought-
ful vision for HUOA’s future, grounded in heritage, humil-
ity, and a dedication to uplifting the next generation of 
Uchinanchu.

HUOA recognized 39 Uchinanchu of the Year who con-
tributed unselfishly to the success of their respective clubs. 
Karen Nakasone, Chief Judge of the Intermediate Court of 
Appeals for the State of Hawai i̒, installed the 2026 HUOA 
Officers.

The 2026 Executive Council includes: Robert “Bob” 
Shiroma, president; Jeannene Oshiro, president-elect; Jennifer 
Kumura, vice president; David Shinsato, vice president; 

76th Installation Banquet

2026 Executive Council
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continued on page 18

Jessica Yamamoto, vice president; Kim Yamamoto, vice pres-
ident; Sandra Yanagi, executive secretary; Jason Adaniya, 
assistant executive secretary; Mikiko Kakurai, Japanese-
language secretary; Brianne Yamada Nitahara, treasurer; 
Kirstie (Maeshiro) Oshima, assistant treasurer; Frances 
Nakachi Kuba, immediate past president; David Jones, 
past-president advisor; Lynn Miyahira, past-president advi-
sor; Tom Yamamoto, past-president advisor; Jodie Ching, 
advisor; Dr. Yuko Kakazu, advisor; Roy Arakaki, at-large 
member; Chris Iwamura, at-large member; Natalie Teruya, 
at-large member; Kathleen Matsuda, Hawai i̒ Island represen-
tative; Robert Kaneshiro, Hawai i̒ Island representative; Jason 
Hondo, Maui representative; Jonathan Chun, Kaua i̒ repre-
sentative; Wendy Horikami, club representative; Lee Ann 
Kakimoto, club representative; Kylie Sato, club representative; 
Mark Higa, Business Advisory and Audit Committee (BAAC) 
member; Brandon Nakasone and Lisa Tamashiro, BAAC 
members.

Many of Hawai i̒’s dignitaries and community leaders 
were in attendance, including: Lt. Gov. Sylvia Luke and hus-
band Mike; U.S. Congresswoman Jill Tokuda; Former Gov. 
David Ige and Former First Lady Dawn Amano-Ige; Former 
Gov. John Waihe e̒ III and wife Lynne Waihe e̒; Deputy 

Consul General of Japan in Honolulu Hideaki Chotoku; 
The Honorable Karen Nakasone and her mother Chieko 
Nakasone; Sen. Glenn Wakai and wife Miki; State House 
Vice Speaker Linda Ichiyama; Honolulu City Council Chair 
Tommy Waters; Misaki Takabayashi, Chancellor of Kapi o̒lani 
Community College; United Japanese Society of Hawaii 
President Brian Taniguchi; and Dr. Mark McNally, University 
of Hawai i̒ at Mānoa Center for Okinawan Studies Director.

The opening segment featured two dance performances 
— “Bashin Tui” and “Nada Sou Sou/Kanohona Pilikai” — by 
Tamagusuku Ryu Senju Kai Hawaii Frances Nakachi Ryubu 
Dojo and Shelby Oshiro of Hālau O Pōhai Kealoha.

The dances were followed by a children’s play titled 
Mumutaruu, based on the book Mumutaru of Okinawa. 
The playscript, presented in Uchinaguchi, Japanese, and 
English, included translations by Dr. Kyoko Hijirida, and was 
performed by keiki of Tamagusuku Ryu Senjukai Frances 
Nakachi Ryubu Dojo and Chinagu Eisa of Hawaii.

The newly sworn-in President Shiroma announced his 
guiding theme for 2026, reminding attendees, “With the heart 
of chimugukuru, we move forward together — polishing what 
we cherish, protecting what we have, and being proud of our 
community and our Okinawan identity.”

Sports Awards Recipients Frances and Bob exchanging gifts
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76th Installation Banquet

Cynthia Arnold and David Shinsato emceed 
the Sports Awards portion of the program. Award 
recipients included: Sean Sadaoka, HUOA Golf 
Tournament Grand Champion; Robin Miyahira, 
Senior Flight Champion; Brianne Yamada, Women’s 
Flight Champion; Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai, HUOA 
Inamine Golf Cup winner; Wahiawa Kyo Yu Kai, 
HUOA Invitational Slow-Pitch Softball League cham-
pion; and Kochinda Chojin Kai, HUOA Volleyball 
champion.

The event concluded on a high note, with Shiroma 
front and center, leading young Uchinanchu keiki in 
a spirited “Chibariyo Haka,” chanting “CHIBARI-
CHIBARI-CHIBARI-YO!” followed by a lively grand 
finale Kachāshī led by Ryukyu Koten Afuso Ryu 
Ongaku Kenkyu Choichi Kai USA–Hawaii. 

SEE THE  
PHOTO ALBUM:

SEE THE FULL 
EVENT ON 
YOUTUBE:

DOWNLOAD 
THE PROGRAM 

BOOKLET:

Certificate from Council Chair Tommy Waters and Council Member Scott Nishimoto

Shelby Oshiro

Paranku Club of Hawaii

Tamagusuku Ryu Senjukai Hawaii

Chinagu Eisa Hawaii
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76th Installation Banquet
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76th Installation Banquet
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Cherry Blossom Court

On December 14, 2025, the 74th Cherry Blossom Festival Queen contestants visited 
Tamagusuku Ryu Senjukai Frances Nakachi Ryubu Dojo in Mānoa for a cultural class! The 
contestants experienced a wonderful Okinawan dance lesson as part of their 74th Cherry 

Blossom Festival journey. Kahuushi (with heartfelt gratitude) to Frances Nakachi Kuba,  
2025 HUOA President, for hosting this enriching experience.

Maizome

On Monday, January 5, the HUOA celebrated Maizome – the First dance of the year! 
This special gathering is a chance to reflect on the past year, share laughter and joy,  

and look ahead to the opportunities awaiting us in 2026. We celebrated as an Okinawan 
‘ohana with a night filled with culture, tradition, and community spirit.
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Winter Craft Fair

Shoppers filled the Hawaii Okinawa Center at the annual Winter Craft Fair, held on Saturday 
and Sunday, November 29 and 30, 2025. Ippee nifee deebiru to Okinawa City-Goeku Son,  

Osato Doshi Kai, Shinka Hawaii, and Tomigusuku Son Jin Kai, and for overseeing the various 
responsibilities. Thank you to Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club, Oroku Azajin Club, Ginowan Club, 

Wahiawa Kyo Yu Kai, Urasoe Sonjin Kaii, Hui O Laulima and volunteers helping with specific 
tasks for your support year after year!
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Winter Craft Fair
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Volunteer Luncheon

O N THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2025, volunteers, staff, and members of the Executive Council, and Board of 
Directors gathered at the Legacy Ballroom to celebrate the end of the year, welcome 2026, and acknowledge Jon 
Itomura for all his work during his 5 years as Executive Director. HUOA President Frances Nakachi Kuba and 

President-Elect Bob Shiroma joined and had the chance to talk story and play games. Thank you to the following individu-
als for their donations that made this a very special celebration: Courtney Takara, Dale Nakasone (Yagaji Doshi Kai), Dave 
Arakawa, Ford Chinen, Jeannene Oshiro, Lynn Miyahira, Laura Ajimine, Norman Nakasone, Rodney Kohagura, Ron Hattori, 
Roy Arakaki, Sandra Yanagi, Laverne Higa, Jodie Ching, Terry Goya, Ed Kuba, Kent & Pam Saito, Natalie Teruya, Greg 
Kuwazaki, Jon Itomura, Sandra & Alan Nishimoto.
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UJSH Shinnen Enkai

T HE UNITED JAPANESE SOCIETY OF HAWAII (UJSH) 

celebrated its 67th Annual Shinnen Enkai on January 
10, honoring Natalie Teruya as the HUOA 2025 Young 

Achiever for her contributions to the community. Natalie is 
the immediate past-President of the Oroku Azajin club. She 
continues to serve as the Corresponding Secretary for the 
Club, where she manages the Club’s website, newsletter, 
and email communications. She has enjoyed helping with 
the Club’s recent initiatives to help with Club sustainment 
efforts and is really enjoying meeting Club members and 
others in the Okinawan community. She also recently com-
pleted her first year on HUOA’s Executive Council as a Club 
Representative. Professionally, Natalie works remotely as 
a Manager of the electronic filing group at Corptax, a lead-
ing corporate tax software provider. Over her 22-year career, 
she has built technical expertise, led projects and mentored 
teams. She also serves on the Board of Directors for her fam-
ily’s business, Teruya Brothers, Ltd., where she is becoming 
increasingly involved in governance, strategic planning, and 
what it means to run a small business. Natalie is a proud 
yonsei and is the daughter of Dexter and Valerie Teruya. With 
her husband Kyu Yeo, they are raising two children, Colin 
(17) and Cameron (13). She hopes to inspire her children to 
embrace their cultural roots. Through her service and con-
tinued learning, Natalie is honored to contribute to HUOA’s 
mission and strengthen intergenerational connections.

Other awardees included Lisa Furukawa, Kayla Settsu 
Hernandez, Jerald James, Rae Sumiko Smith, Lauren 
Sugai, Rena Tomlinson, and Kelsey Uehira. The event also 

recognized the 2025 recipients of the Imperial Decorations 
by the Government of Japan: Dr. Mary G. McDonald, The 
Order of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Rosette; Bertrand 
Kobayashi, The Order of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays with 
Rosette; George B. Rowell, IV, The Order of the Rising Sun, 
Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon.
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Cultural Fusion Presented 
by Senjukai Hawaii
BY ERIC KOBAYASHI

T AMAGUSUKU RYU SENJUKAI FRANCES NAKACHI 

RYUBU DOJO would like to extend our gratitude 
to everyone who supported our annual fundraiser, 

Cultural Fusion, held on Saturday, November 22, at the 
Hawaii Okinawa Center. This year marked the 23rd year our 
dance academy held the event, which helps our school raise 
funds for community outreach events and for scholarships to 
send students to Okinawa to train under our iemoto (grand 
masters) Yoshiko Tanita Sensei and Mieko Kinjo Sensei. 
Attendees were treated to entertainment by the approxi-
mately 25 students of Senjukai Hawaii, ranging in age from 3 
years old to 86 years young. The event also featured a silent 
auction and the ever-popular Kachashi Contest. Food was 
provided by A Catered Experience, and drinks were pro-
vided by Randy Kuba and Lotus Spirits.

This event is particularly meaningful for me. In addi-
tion to serving as the chair of the event this year and 
for several previous years, I am fortunate and extremely 

grateful to have received scholarships provided by the 
funds raised through this event. These scholarships 
helped me to travel to Okinawa to train for the certifica-
tion testing, konkuru, on my path to achieving my kyoshi 
teaching certificate in Okinawan dance. To become a cer-
tified dance instructor, students need to pass three levels 
of the konkuru, shinjin sho – newcomer’s award, yuushuu 
sho – award of excellence, and saikou sho – highest award. 
Through training, we learn much more than dance. We 
have opportunities to strengthen our ties to our culture, 
solidify the relationship between Hawaii and Okinawa, 
and gain a deeper sense of our Okinawan identity.

On behalf of Senjukai Hawaii, I want to express my 
most sincere and heartfelt thank you to all the support 
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we have received that continues to make Cultural Fusion 
successful in its 23rd year! This event could not have been 
possible without the support of the attendees, the friends 
and family, our Senjukai Hawaii advisors for their many 
years of guidance and support, and the many donors whose 
generosity helped make Cultural Fusion a success! We 
are especially thankful for the Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association, A Catered Experience, and Randy Kuba and 
Lotus Spirits for their continued support of Cultural Fusion 
and Senjukai Hawaii. 

In 2026, we will celebrate the 24th annual Cultural 
Fusion on Sunday, November 22, 2026, at the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center. In addition, 2027 marks the 30th anniver-
sary of Senjukai Hawaii! We look forward to seeing you 

at one of our community performances and at Cultural 
Fusion 2026. We humbly ask for your continued sup-
port of Senjukai Hawaii. Ippee Nifee Deebiru and Yutashiku 
Unigeesabira! 



WWW.HUOA.ORG28

Uchinamuun II: A Family Variety Show to Celebrate 
125 Years of Okinawan Immigration

2025 WAS QUITE A YEAR, wouldn’t you agree? Much 
appreciation to the HUOA for sponsoring the many events 
in honor of the 125th year of immigration to the Hawaiian 
Islands! Amongst the plethora of amazing events that graced 
the stage at our Hawaii Okinawa Center in 2025, there was 
a particularly awesome event that took place on November 
23rd, the event was called “Uchinaamun II: A Family Variety 
Show.” The event was presented by Nomura Ryu Dento 
Ongaku Kyokai Hawaii Shibu and Azama Honryu Allison 
Yanagi Ryukyu Dance Studio, both groups under the tutelage 
of Allison Yanagi Sensei.

“Uchinaamun,” interpreted as “Okinawan things,” 
featured a very fresh take on traditional Okinawan con-
certs. The concert offered a generous mixture of traditional 

Okinawan music and dance, as well as music by the Maajiru 
band that links our Okinawan heritage to the local music of 
Hawaii. There was also a special portion of the show that 
allowed discussion on how to be an interactive audience 
member, getting the most out of the experience.

Allison Yanagi Sensei led her students as well as 
invited special guest performers, Akemi Azama Iemoto of 
Azama Honryu, Lisa Nakasone Nakandakari Sensei and 
Julia Okamura Sensei of Hooge Ryu Hana Nuuzi No Kai 
Nakasone Dance Academy, Yukie Shiroma Sensei and Ann 
Moribe of Shoshin Dance Company to perform in the open-
ing number, “Kajyadefu,” and the finale number, Hatoma 
bushi, to wrap up the concert. 

Music was provided by Allison Yanagi Sensei and her 
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students at Nomura Ryu Dento Ongaku Kyokai Hawaii 
Shibu, rounding out the jikata were Terry Higa Sensei on 
taiko, Lynn Masuda Sensei on fue, and Sara Nakatsu Sensei 
on koto. The collaborative stylings of the musicians laid the 
backdrop for the numbers, joined by the dancers of Azama 
Honryu. The first few classical dances showed a focus on 
majestic precision, while the later dances exhibited the play-
fulness of the folk music repertoire. The crowd favorite was 
“Yonaguni Kouta,” which encouraged the audience to par-
ticipate with the dancers in a friendly game of “patty-cake.”

Honolulu City and County Council Chair Tommy 
Waters offered words of appreciation and congratulations 
to Allison Yanagi Sensei and the performers at the begin-
ning of the concert. Special recognitions during the concert 

included Kathy Oshiro Sensei receiving her Kyoshi teaching 
certificate for Kucho from Allison Yanagi Sensei, and then 
Allison Yanagi Sensei receiving her Shihan Master Teacher 
certificate for Ryukyu dance from Akemi Azama Iemoto. 
Congratulations to the esteemed recipients!

A big Mahalo to all the volunteers who made the con-
cert such a success! Uchinaamun II marks the beginning of 
another 125 years for Hawaii to celebrate the rich Okinawan 
culture. We look forward to many more performances from 
Azama Honryu Allison Yanagi Ryukyu Dance Studio, and 
Nomura Ryu Dento Ongaku Kyokai Hawaii Shibu. For more 
info and the latest happenings of the groups, please follow 
Allison Yanagi Sensei @azadentei on Instagram! Ii Soogwachi 
Deebiru - Happy New Year! 

Celebrate the New Year!

Lunch/Dinner Menu A
Mochiko Chicken, Teriyaki Beef, 

Fried Noodles, White Rice, Tossed Salad 
with Chef’s Choice of Dressing

$11.35 per person + tax

Lunch/Dinner Menu B
Boneless BBQ Teriyaki Chicken, 

Breaded Fish, Meat Jun, Tossed Salad
and more!

$13.50 per person + tax

Lunch/Dinner Menu C
Chicken Katsu, Sauteed Fish, 
Teriyaki Beef, Somen Salad

and more!
$15.50 per person + tax

Lunch/Dinner Menu D
Braised Boneless Hoisin Short Rib, 

Macadamia Nut Crusted Fish
and more!

$19.00 per person + tax

CURRENT HUOA MEMBERS RECEIVE
 10% DISCOUNT OFF FOOD ORDERS

Order online at shop.acateredexperience.com 
or call 808-677-7744 for more information

ALL MENUS INCLUDE FOOD IN DISPOSABLE PANS AND/OR PLATTERS, DISPOSABLE PLATES, EATING UTENSILS & NAPKINS. SERVING UTENSILS ARE NOT INCLUDED. MENUS AND PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
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From On-Air to On-Demand:  
Expanding the Reach of Our Community’s Voices
AS PART OF AN INTENTIONAL SHIFT in how we share stories and connect 
with our community, the Hawaii United Okinawa Association’s 2026 Media 
Team kicked off a new media strategy centered on expanding the reach of 
our KZOO Radio Hour, also known as Kariyushi to Tomoni in the new year. 
Our approach was created to ensure the voices, history, culture, and conver-
sations of our community remain accessible, relevant, and engaging across 
generations.

While the KZOO Radio Hour continues to air live every Sunday from 4:00–
5:00 pm on KZOO AM 1210, the Media Team is extending the life of each 
broadcast beyond the radio. Listeners can expect curated segments, which 
include Uchinanchu music, yuntaku (talk story), and cultural lessons, to be 
shared across our social media, YouTube, and Spotify— allowing you, our 
community members, to tune in anytime and engage in ways that fit your 
schedule. From traditions and legacy to present-day involvement, each 
episode celebrates what it means to grow, serve, and belong within the 
Okinawan community in Hawaii. 

Tune in every Sunday from 4:00–
5:00 pm on KZOO AM 1210 for 
an hour of Okinawan culture and 
connection. The show features 
Okinawan music, voices, and sto-
ries, with conversations with guests 
from across the Hawaii United 
Okinawa Association. Together, we 
explore Okinawan culture, lived 
experiences, and the events shap-
ing our community today—cele-
brating tradition, legacy, and pres-
ent-day involvement within Hawaii’s 
Okinawan community.

Can’t listen live? Catch clips and 
replays on our social media chan-
nels and new Spotify account.

We look forward to you  
tuning in! 

Find us on:
Instagram 
@hawaiiunitedokinawaassociation

YouTube 
@huoa

Spotify 
Yuntaku by Hawaii United  
Okinawa Association

The 2026 Media Team: 

Jennifer Kumura | VP of Traditional Media 

Jessica Yamamoto | VP of Digital Media 

Jodie Ching | Advisor 

Lynn Miyahira | Advisor 

David “Blue” Arakawa | Production Lead 

Mikiko Kakurai | Segment Host 

Chikako Nago | Segment Host
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‘Ōlelo Community Media Channel NATV 53 broadcasts a new Hawaii 
Okinawa Today, half an hour episode that premieres on the 4th Friday 
of each month at 7:00pm and repeat Saturdays at 5:00pm. Special pro-
grams will also be scheduled with dates and times noted below.  

In addition to these fixed time slots, these programs are eligible to be 
considered for additional airings when appropriate airtime is available.

All ‘Ōlelo shows are concurrently streamed on the Internet at www.olelo.
org. Our latest shows are available on-demand on the ‘Ōlelo website: 
select Tune In, then ‘ŌleloNet On Demand, then type in “Okinawa” in the 
Search Archives box. The HUOA website www.huoa.org also has links to 
the site. In addition, HUOA shows on ‘Ōlelo with their air dates are pub-
lished on HUOA’s website huoa.org/watch-and-listen

You can also download the ‘Ōlelo Mobile App! Share the  
QR code with your friends and family and they’ll be able to 
watch your show using any mobile device using the App.
FEBRUARY 27 7PM; 28 AT 5PM; MARCH 7, 14, 21 AT 5PM  
HOT: 2025 Okinawan Festival featuring the Opening Procession, Paranku  
Club of Hawaii, Tamagusuku Ryu Kansen Atae No Kai Akiko Tome Ryubu Dojo

MARCH 18 6PM; 20 AT 10AM; 21 AT 8AM; 23 AT 2:30PM  
SPECIAL: 2026 Uchinanchu of the Year/Installation Banquet

MARCH 27 AT 7PM; 28 AT 5PM; APRIL 4, 11, 18 AT 5PM  
HOT: 2025 Okinawan Festival featuring Ryusei Honryu Ryuko Kai, Shorin-Ryu 
Hawaii Seibukan

APRIL 24 AT 7PM; 25 AT 5PM; MAY 2, 9, 16 AT 5PM  
HOT: 2025 Okinawan Festival featuring Hooge Ryu Hana Nuuzi No Kai 
Nakasone Dance Academy, Yuttai Kwattai

FEBRUARY 16 AT 6PM; 17 AT 10PM; 20 AT 5PM; 22 AT 9AM 
SPECIAL: 1-hour performance by world-renown singer Rimi Natsukawa  
at the 2025 Okinawan Festival

FEBRUARY 18 AT 6PM; 21 AT 8AM; 23 AT 3:30PM; 26 AT 3:30PM 
SPECIAL: 2 hour 23 minute concert. Uchinaamun 2, a gathering of family  
and people coming together to do something extraordinary.

CALENDAR
Hawaii Okinawa Center HOT ‘Hawaii Okinawa today’  

& Special Programs schedule

Important notes for our calendar entries:
•  All events may be subject to change. 
	 Entries as of 1/9
•  EC and BOD meetings will be held in a Zoom/		
	 hybrid format until further notice

MARCH 2026
3		  Okinawan Festival Core Committee meeting, 	
		  Online only at 7pm
12		 Executive Council meeting, Online only at 7pm
19		 Board of Directors meeting, Online only at 7pm
20		 75th Anniversary of HUOA, Online only at 7pm
26		 HOC Office Closed - Prince Kuhio Day

APRIL 2026
7		  Okinawan Festival Core Committee meeting, 	
		  Online only at 7pm
9		  Executive Council meeting, Online only at 7pm
14		 Okinawan Festival General Committee 		
		  meeting, HOC at 7pm
17		 75th Anniversary of HUOA, Online only at 6pm

CLASSES · OTHER MEETINGS:
•  	 Sanshin: Thursdays @ 7pm
•  	 Shorin-ryu Seibukan Karate Class:  
	 Thursdays 6:30pm–8:30pm
•  	 Ichi Go Ichi E: 1st and 3rd Tuesday @ 7pm
•  	 Ikebana: 2nd Tuesday @ 7pm
•  	 Karaoke: 3rd Thursday @ 10am
•  	 Monday Crafters: Mondays @ 9am
•  	 Okinawan Genealogical Society of Hawaii 		
	 meeting: 3rd Saturday @ 9am
For more information, please call 808-676-5400  
or email info@huoa.org
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