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UCHINANCHU: 
THE NEXT GENERATION 

Reserve Dec. 10 for Okinawan 
Centennial Celebration Closing 
Banquet 
by Sandra Goya 
Young Okinawans of Hawaii 

One hundred years ago our Uchinanchu 
issei - bravely and with determination -immi-
grated to Hawc).ii in search of a new life. They 
toiled in the fields, learned a new language, 
and endured discrimination. They persevered. 

Uchinanchu brought to Hawaii a rich and 
colorful culture of music, dance, karate, food 
and ceremonial beverages - and, Ryukyuan 
language spoken among themselves in a land 
of eigo (English). 

Young people today - sansei, yonsei and 
gosei - have come to realize that it's important 
to ensure that our culture is passed on to the 
future generations. We have learned to appre
ciate the dignity and pride of being Okinawan. 
We understand the difficulty and the hard 
work it takes to sustain a culture. Oftentimes, 
people take it for granted and assume that the 
responsibility belongs to someone else. 

The Hawaii Shuri Naha Club and the Young 
Okinawans of Hawaii are proud to be co-
chairing the Okinawan Centennial Celebration 
closing banquet. For both our clubs, it is an 
extreme honor to be entrusted with the final 
event of this special commemorative year: 

In this millennium year, we commemorated 
our ancestors, who were pioneers, business· 
owners, entrepreneurs, and performing artists. 
They were remarkable people. We are proud 

to be Uchinanchu, 
and Uchinanchu-at
heart. 

"Uchinanchu: The 
Next Generation" 
celebrates our cul
ture coming of age 
in Hawaii. A lively 
program is planned 
- one that the whole 
family and people of 
all ages are sure to 
enjoy. The program 
will highlight musi
cal and dance per
formances by the 
younger genera
tions. Grant 
"Sandaa" Murata 
Sensei will be pre-
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Bridging a Century 
of Uchinanchu Aloha 

senting a comedy skit titled,"Bajangaa." The 
audience, our guests, will also be an impor
tant ·part of the program. So, come prepared; 
wear your dancing shoes and_bring your 
laughter and good spirits! 

The luncheon banquet will be held on 
Sunday, Dec. 10 at the Sheraton Waikiki Hotel. 
Doors to the Hawaii Ballroom will open at 
10:45; lunch will be served at 11:30. If you 
wish, we have arranged to have a professional 
photographer take your photo for a charge 
from 10 and 11:15 a.m. The photos you order 
will be ready for you at the conclusion of the 
banquet, at about 3 p.m. HUOA member club 
photo boards will also be on display in the 
foyer of the ballroom. 

The deadline for seat/ table reservations is 
Friday, Nov. 17. Seating will be on a first
come, first served basis - so send in your 

reservations as soon as possible. Seats are $30 
per person, or $300 for a table of 10. The menu 
will feature a five-course Chinese meal. 

Make your reservations now! Tickets will 
not be issued. Instead we are asking you to 
RSVP by club, or by family by filling out the 
following form. A memo and reservation form 
was sent to all HUOA club presidents a few 
weeks ago. If you would like to submit a 
reservation for your family or club, please fill 
out the requested information below. Checks 
should made payable to_HUOA and sent with 
reservation forms to: 

HUOA 
94-587 Ukee Street 
Waipahu, Hawaii 96797-4214 
Attn: Centennial Closing Banquet 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please 
contact Sandy Goya at 220-0414. 

Detach this portion and mail with your check. 

Name of Club: 

Contact person: 

Phone: _______ _ 

Please reserve ___ number of tables for the 
Okinawan Centennial Celebration Closing 
Banquet. Enclosed is a check for $ __ _ 
( __ no. of TABLES x $300) 

Please reserve ___ number of seats for the 
Okinawan Centennial Celebration closing 
banquet. Enclosed is a check for $ __ _ 
( __ no. of SEATS x $30) 

LAWSUIT UPDATE: ABE AND WADA VS. HUOA 
COURT RULES IN FAVOR OF HUOA 
by Margaret Jenkins Leong 
HUOA Attorney 
Goodsill Anderson Quinn & Stifel 
Attorneys-at-Law 

At a hearing on September 11, Honolulu Circuit Judge Eden 
Elizabeth Hifo ruled in favor of the Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association and co-defendants Randy Kuba, Pamela Tamashiro, 
Barbara Kuba, Betty Higa and Bob Mayeshiro on their motion for a 
summary judgment on the third amended complaint filed by Michael 
Abe and Eri_c Wada. Judge Hifo ruled that there· was no basis of fact in 
their complaint, and that HUOA and the individual defendants were 

entitled to a judgment in their favor on all of the claims. A written order granting our motion 
was entered last week. 

With Judge Hifo's ruling, no other claims remain in Abe's and Wada's suit against HUOA 
and it officers and directors. Dexter Teruya was granted a summary judgment in an earlier 
motion, and claims against the Hawaii Okinawa Center and former executive director Stanley 
Takamine were dismissed in 1997, the year Abe and Wada originally filed their suit. 

Although Judge Hifo ruled in favor of HUOA, a "gag" order issued last December by Circuit 
Judge Gail Nakatani remains in effect. The order restricts HUOA from making substantive 
comments about the case as Abe's and Wada's claims against the City and County of Honolulu 
and others are still pending. Thus I will say only that the Hawaii United Okinawa Association 
and the individual defendants are pleased and relieved by Judge Hifo's ruling.
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UCHINANCHU DONATIONS 
Uchinanchu is the voice of the Hawaii 

United Okinawa Association, its members, 
and the "home" we all built together - the 
Hawaii Okinawa Center. By sharing informa
tion and experiences, Uchinanchu keeps us 
connected as a family dedicated to preserving, 
sharing and perpetuating the Okinawan cul
tural heritage. 

Bernard Akamine
Haruko S. Ajifu 
George & Eleanore Arakaki 
Hurniko Arakawa 
Carl S. Asato 
Clarence Y. Asato 
Douglas & Corinne Higa
In Memory of Vicki S. Higa 
Janet Higa 
Kiyoshi & Grace Higa 
Shigeru & Bea Higa 
Stanley & Lena Higa 
Futoshi Hirakawa 
T.Y.Hokama 
Wataru Isa 

Norman & Claire Kaneshiro 
Seiso Kaneshiro 
Shoye Katena 
Fred R. Kishaba (Mission Viejo, Calif.) 
Michael Kitamura 
Ken & Blanche Kiyabu 
Tom and Mildred Kobashikawa 
Herbert & Ella Maeda 
Larry S. Matsuda 
Mr. & Mrs. Zentaro Miyashiro 
Lillian Nakagawa 
Aiko Nakama 
Aiko Nakama 

Yoshiko Sakima 
Hawaii Sashiki Chinen Doshikai 
Tsunehiko Shimabukuro 
Eugene & Lorna Shiroma 
Wayne Y. Sumida (Oyama, Japan) 
Richard S. Taguchi 
Seiyu Toguchi 
Gilbert Tokuda 
Milton K. & Ethel S. Uehara 
Dick T. Unten 
Harry Y. Uyehara 
Paul Y. Uyehara 
Mr. & Mrs. Shigeo Uyehara 
Katsuo Yamashiro 
Shigeko Yamashiro 

A total of $1,970.00 in contributions was 
received by HUOA during the month of 
September. Every dollar donated - along· with 
income from advertising - helps offset the cost 
of publishing Uchinanchu. HUOA sends a 
heartfelt ippe nihei deebiru to the following 
donors, including two· from California, one 
from New York, one from Japan, and 10 from 
our Neighbor Islands! Mahalo for helping us 
keep Uchinanchu alive and thriving. 

Chiyoko Ishiki (Hollywood, Calif) 
George Kamimura 

Richard Yeiko Nakasone 
Calvin & Susan Nakata 
Amy Nako
Ryo Okuma (Elmhurst, New York) 
HerbertH. Onaga 

James Yoshida 

Stanley Kamiya 
Mr. & Mrs. Masaichi Kaneshiro 
Natsue Kaneshiro 

Betty T. Oshiro 
Yukisada Oshiro 

UCHINANCHU ADVERTISING RATES 

SIZE - •Full page 10-1/4" x 15" •Half page 10-1/4" x 7-1/2" •1 / 4 page 7-1/2" x 5" 
•1 / 5" page 5" x 3-3/4" •1 / 6 page 3-1/4" x 3 •l/8 page 3-1 / 4" x 2" 

COST - Single issue 
•Full-$1200 •Half-$600 •1 / 4 -$300 •l/5 -$150 •1/6-$75 •1/8-$50 

Two issues 
•Full-$2200 •Half-$1100 •1/4-$500 •1/5-$250 •1/6-$125 •1 / 8-$90 

Three issues 
•Full-$3240 •Half-$1620 •l/4-$l310 •1/5-$405 •1/6-$200 •1/8-$135 

Six issues 
•Full-$6000 •Half-$3000 •1/4-$1500 •1/5-$750 •1/6-$375 •1/8-$250 

Twelve issues 
•Full-$12000 •Half-$6000 •1/4-$3000 •1/5-$1500 •1/6-$750 •1/8-$500 

Prices reflect camera ready ads. There will be a $25.00 
minimum fee for production work. 

Please contact Kare_n Kuba-Hori at 676-5400 or 676-7811 (fax) for 
more information. 

Uchinanchu
Uchinanchu is the newsletter of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association. Although subject to 
change, issues will be published monthly during this centennial year of Okinawan immigration 
to Hawaii. Volunteer writers are welcome. Send your name, address and telephone number to 
Uchinanchu Newsletter, Hawaii United Okinawa Association, 94-587 Ukee St., Waipahu, Hawaii 
96797. · 
Uchinanchu reserves the right to edit all material for clarity and accuracy. 
President .. . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . ... Albert Miyasato, Club Motobu 
President-elect .. ........ . ..... Jimmy Y. Iha, Chatan Sonjin Kai 
Vice Presidents .. .. ........... Keith M. Kaneshiro, George Tamashiro, Gladys Tokunaga-Asao 
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Japanese Language Secretary .. . Chikako Nago 
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Executive Director . .... . .. . .. . Gary T. Honda 
Executive Editor . . . . .. . . . . . ... Gary T. Honda 
Managing Editor .. . . ... .. . . . . . Karleen C. Chinen 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
by Albert H. Miyasato 
President, Hawaii United Okinawa Association 
Member, Club Motobu 

As Hawaii Herald Editor MarkSantoki writes in his September 15, 
2000 editorial titled, "Too Much Uchinanchu? Naichi Should Emulate, 
Not Envy Their Okinawan Cousins,"" ... the Okinawan-related orga
nizations are far more active than their Naichi counterparts. While the 
Naichi groups may organize a few major functions each year, the 
Okinawans average one a week." 

This statement cannot be disputed. Those of us in the HUOA know 
how true this·is by the calls for volunteers to plan and execute activity 
after activity. In last month's issue, I commented on the tremendous 
dedication and devotion volunteers exert through a myriad of activi
ties to successfully carry out HUOA's goals. As one function is unfold
ing, groups are meeting to plan the next function, and the one after 
that - each activity aimed at perpetuating and sharing some aspect of 
Okinawan culture and arts, or preserving the Okinawan historical 
legacy through education, or lending a hand to support our larger
Hawaii community. 

These efforts keep the HUOA viable and a strong force in our soci-
ety. Success begets success. With each successful endeavor, the next
seems bigger and better. We certainly must guarantee that this phe-
nomenon continues well into the distant future. 

However, to sustain such a large and growing organization as the 
HUOA solely through volunteerism is not enough in the long run. 
This pillar of volunteerism for the HUOA must be balanced with
another equally strong pillar - a solid, significant and substantial 
financial foundation. 

As we approach the half-century mark of the establishment of 
HUOA as an organization, we do so with a cautious optimism. We 
have thus far been fortunate in maintaining fiscal soundness. The cam
paign to build the Hawaii Okinawa Center involved hard and steady
work to raise the funds. The buildings were erected and the grounds 
landscaped, and all are paid for in full. 

Many people from Okinawa, as well as many of us in Hawaii,

(continued on page 3) 
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Editorial/Production Services MBFTMedia Centennial Committee Chair_ Dexter Teruya.



(continue.d from page 2) 
donate regularly to the Center for our own 
personal reasons. And although functions like 
our Okinawan Festival, the craft fairs, T-shirt 
and CD sales and other fund-raisers have 
been profitable, clearly, the need to support 
the Hawaii United Okinawa Association and 
our "home" - the Hawaii Okinawa Center -
must be augmented by a direct, annual-giving 
program. The need to staff and operate the 
HOC and maintain HUOA programs will 
always be with us. 

Prior to last year's merger of the Hawaii 
United Okinawa Association and the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center into one entity, plans were 
being formulated by the then-Board of 

please make giving to HUOA something you 
do annually. We will be stuffing the 
"Preserving Our Legacy" envelopes materials 
on Sunday morning, Oct. 29, at 8:30 a.m .. If 
you'd like to help, please call the HUOA office 
at 676-5400. 
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Sad Farewell to Consul General Gotaro 
Ogawa 

One of the most outstanding diplomats sent 
to Hawaii from Japan, the Honorable Gotaro 
Ogawa, will have left Hawaii by the time you 
read this. I have worked closely with over 12 
consul generals for more than three decades, 
and while each has contributed to our com
munity in his own way, I would say without 
equivocation that Consul General Ogawa 
was the best of the group. 

Trustees of the HOC to develop an annual-
giving program of fund-raising. The first step 
of this long-range annual-giving program was 
launched late last year. With a realistic goal of 
$120,000 the response was steady and posi

He is knowledgeable, experienced (Tokyo 
University Faculty of Law with successful 
tenures in several nations), humble, physical
ly well-disciplined (3rd rank judo black belt) 
man of action rising above even his elo-
quence. Most of all I will remember him as 
the only Consul General who officially feted 
the Hawaii United Okinawa Association and 
its friends .at a garden party at his residence. 

tive. Okage sama de . . . thanks to your sup
port and commitment to keep alive the
Okinawan culture for your children and 
grandchildren and the generations beyond, 
the goal was readily exceeded. 

But our support for HUOA must be more 
than· a one-shot deal. We must continually 
fund-raise so that needed repairs canbe made 
to our Hawaii Okinawa Center. That is the 
only way so that it can continue to be the set
ting for so many of our cultural events and 
activities and so that our children can contin
ue to come here to learn their culture. We 
must continually fund-raise so that we are 
adequately staffed to keep our organization in 
legal compliance with our nonprofit standing 
and so that we can provide the staffing sup
port for our many programs cqid activities. 

Please think about the long-term future of 
the HUOA. Within your financial means; 

Consul General Gotaro Ogawa speaking at 
July's Mini Tsunahiki at Ala Moana Park 

He attended just about every HUOA func
tion, learned to dance the kachashi like an 
Okinawan native, rallied his staff to field a 
team in HUOA's MiniTsunahiki in July - and 
grabbed on to the rope and pulled with his 
colleagues. He certainly is a regular, genuine 
human being. 

We wish Consul General Ogawa and his 
gracious wife Machiko the best in their 
future endeavors and assignments. 

♦ 
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UCHINANCHU OHANA 

KANEGUSUKU SONJIN KAI 
by Ed Kina 

HUI O LAULIMA PUBLISHES to) dishes, and microwaveable dishes for 
the on-the-go cook. And while you're sim-

NEW CULTURAL COOKBOOK mering your rafute or baking your nantu,

Mahalo to the 36 volunteers who 
worked in the pig's feet soup booth at the 
Okinawan Festival on Sunday, Sept. 4, 
during the morning or afternoon shift (8 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., or 12:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.) 

Hui O Laulima's long-awaited cultural you canlearnsome Okinawan proverbs
cookbook, "Okinawan Mixed Plate: written in both English and Uchinaguchi, 
Generous Servings of Culture, Custom and which have been printed at the bottom of 
Cuisine," has finally been published and some of the recipes pages. 
will be available at a number of venues in Spearheading the publication of the 
the next few months - just in time for your book - which features color photographs 
Christmas ·shopping. and graphics - were Hui O Laulima mem-

The 193-page cultural cookbook is just bers Bobbi Kuba and Gerri Maeda. The 

Kanegusuku members will be called
upon again to assist with vendors or hos
pitality or whatever help is needed at the 
HUOA's Winter Craft Fair from 6 a.m. to 
noon on Nov. 25. (For you shoppers, the 
craft fair runs on Nov. 26 as well.) 

that: a combination of culture and recipes. book sells for $20 and can be purchased at 
The cultural articles in the Hawaii Okinawa 

And, don't forget: Kanegusuku Sonjin 
Kai's 75th shinnen enkai will be held on 
Sunday, Feb. 11, 200.l, at Victoria Inn's 2nd 
floor banquet room. 

NOV. 28 MEETING FOR HUOA 
CO-ED VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE 

A team captains' meeting for the 
HUOA' s Co-ed Volleyball League will be. 
held on Tuesday, Nov. 28, at (?:30 p.m. at 
the Hawaii Okinawa Center. The co-ed
volleyball season runs from January 
through May 2001. 

the front half of the Center gift shop. It will 
book contain informa- also be on sale at the 
tion on such topics as HUOA Winter Craft Fair 
Okinawan history, on Nov. 25 and 26, as well 
genealogy, dance and as at the following City 
music,-tattooing, karate Bank branches on Friday, 
and awamori, just to Dec. 1, during regular 
name a few. "Okinawan banking hours: Kahala, 
Mixed Plate" also fea- Kapahulu, McCully, 
tures 16 pages of Merchant Street, 
Uchinaguchi words and Kapalama, Waimalu, 
phrases that have been Waipahu, Wahiawa and 
compiled as a "user- Kaneohe, and on the 
friendly" reference for . Neighbor Islands at the 
those interested in the Hilo and Kahului branch-

For more information on the meeting or 
the league in general, call league president 

Okinawan language. es. City Bank helped 
The "cookbook sec- underwrite the publication 

tion" contains recipes for traditional of "Okinawan Mixed Plate." Nadine Luke at 595-8818. 
Okinawan dishes as well as sections fea- The book is also available by mail order: 
turing tumai kuru 

(Okinawan sweet pota- OKINAWAN MIXED PLATE: 

1 00YearsAgo • • • 

Your ancestors arrived in these Islands to seek a 
b.etter life. Each generation, in turn, has sacrificed 
to make their children's lives better than their own. 

Earlier this year, I co-sponsored a bill to abolish 
the inheritance tax.After passing the House and 
Senate, however, it was vetoed by the President. 
I voted to override the veto, but the override 
attempt fell short. 

The current inheritance. tax doesn't make sense. 
The super-rich avoid it by using high-priced 
lawyers and accountants to find loopholes. But if 

you own a small restaurant, beauty parlor, or 
farm, your heirs can get hit with a huge tax bill 
when you die. All too often, the business has to 
close. Easing the inheritance tax will give small businesses a chance to sur
vive, grow, and remain in the hands of families who have struggled to build 
them. I will continue to fight to protect small, family-owned businesses and 
the jobs they provide. 

Neil Abercrombie Understands Hawai'i 

abercrombie. 
Paid for by Abercrombie for Congress,Jack Endo Treasurer, 1517 Kapi'olani Blvd. , Honolulu, HI 96814 

d C . . Generous Servings of Culture, Custom an uisine
Published by Hui O Laulima 

Please send me copies at $20 each: $ ___ _ 
Postage/handling $3.50 for first book, 
add $1.50 for each additional copy: 
Total: $ ___ 

$ __ _ 

Name: Ph. no.: 

Address:
City: State: ___ Zip code: ____ 

Make check payable to: Hui O Laulima and mail to: 
Bobbi Kuba 
1188 Bishop St., Suite 2908 
Honolulu, HI 96813-3312 

For more information, call: GerriMaeda@ 536-8183 or Bobbi Kuba@ 
523-5858 or 941-0586. 

ORION 
From OKINAWA 
Using Pure Okinawan Water gives 
Orion a Unique and Remarkably 
Refreshing Taste .

Experience a Taste of Okinawa! 

Now available in Restaurants and 
Markets in Hawai'i. 

NEW! 

Distributed by THE CHERRY CO., LTD. 
Honolulu, HI (808) 537-5245 



KARII! CONGRATULATIONS! 
The Hawaii United Okinawa Association 

says "Karii!! ... Congratulations!" to the 14 
Clas_s of 2000 high school gradu
ates who were awarded $2,000 
scholarships by Hui Makaala in 
August. Farrington High School 
educator and former football 
coach Skippa Diaz and his wife 
Mary, who is vice principal at 
Roosevelt High School, were the · 
guest speakers. City Corporation 
Counsel David Arakawa emceed 
the luncheon program at the Ala 
Moana Hotel. 

Stanley and Shigeko Kamiya. 

• Lea Okudara graduated from Iolani School 
with a 3.4 GPA.. She plans to pursue her inter
est in business and interior design at Boston 
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University of Nevada at Las Vegas. Jill is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Russell Shibata. 

• Julie Shiroma graduated from Waipahu 
High School. She plans pursue a degree in 

education and is beginning her high
er education at Leeward Community 
College. Julie is the daughter of 
Eugene and Loma Shiroma. 

• Angela Thompson graduated from 
Iolani with a 3,7 GPA. She is attend
ing Tufts University in Massachusetts. 
Angela's parents are Seth & Margaret 
Thompson. 

• Rena Tomlinson graduated from 
Castle High School with a 3.6 GPA. 
She is attending the University of 
Hawaii at Manoa where she plans to 
pursue her interest in_economics. 
Rena is the daughter of Gail and Carl 
Kumakura. 

Hui Makaala's scholarship selec
tion committee was chaired by 
Jeanne Yamasato. Assisting her 
were committee members Alton 
Higa, Lloyd Higa, Shirley Higa, 
Gary Nako, Judy Nako and Ruby 
Uehara. The committee reviewed 
80 applications before selecting 
the 14 students. Hui Makaala's 
2000-2001 scholarship recipients 

Hui Makaala scholarship recipients. Front row, from left: Coreen Oshiro, 
Sarah Kamiya, Lea Okudara, Jenny Arakaki and Jill Shibata. Back row: 

• Adam Toyama graduated from St. 
Louis High School with a 3.6 GPA. 
He is attending the University of 
Hawaii at Manoa. Adam's parents are 
Paul and Linda Toyama. are: 

Kristi Toguchi, Angela Thompson, Brandi Truitt, Adam Toyama, Rena 
Tomlinson, Christine Yafuso and Blaine Saito. (Not pictured: Amanda 

Arakaki and Julie Shiroma) (Photo courtesy of The Hawaii Herald) 
• Brandi Truitt graduated from 

Kaimuki High School with a 3.2 GPA. She is 
attending Pacific University. Brandi is the 
daughter of Gary and Dianne Truitt. 

• Amanda Arakaki, a 3.9 GPA 
graduate of Kauai High School. Amanda is 
the daughter of Wesley and Joni Arakaki. She 
is attending the University of Idaho where she 
is considering majoring in psychology or sec
ondary education. 

• Jenny Aral<aki graduated from Kailua High 
School with honors. Jenny is attending the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa. She is the 
daughter of Yusei and Lynette Arakaki. 

• Sarah Kamiya graduated with a 3.8 GPA 
from Moanalua High School. She plans to 
major in music education at the University of 
Hawaii at Manoa. Sarah is the daughter of 

KARII! . .. CONGRATULATIONS! 

University. Lea is the daughter of Jon and 
J oAnne Okudara . 

• Coreen Oshiro graduated from Kaiser High 
with a 4.0 GPA. Coreen is the daughter of 
Howard and Karen Oshiro. She is attending 
California Lutheran University and hopes to 
become an elementary school teacher. 

• Blaine Saito graduated from Punahou with 
a 3.98 GPA. He is attending-Harvard 
University. Blaine is the son of Mr. and Mrs. · 
Anthony Saito. 

• Jill Shibata graduated from Waiakea High 
School with a 3.79 GPA. She is attending the 

... to Hilo's Hui Okinawa whose float captured first place honors in 
the Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Hawaii's 
International Festival of the Pacific parade. The float, which featured 
Hui Okinawa members dressed in eisa attire "paddling" their haari 
boat, was decorated with flowers and greenery by Hui Okinawa vol
unteers. The 40-foot truck and driver were loaned to the club by 
Wayne Kuwaye of Kuwaye Trucking. Hui Okinawa member Paul 
Ochi chaired the float project for the club. 

The "Uchinanchu Spirit" was also felt in Hilo with a thunderous per
formance the Ryukyukoku Matsuri Daiko Hawaii ensemble, led by 
Akemi Martin Sensei. 

• Christine Yafuso graduated from Waiakea 
High School with a 3.8 GPA. She is attending 
the University of Arizona. Christine is the 
daughter of Milton and Margaret Yafuso. 

• Kristi Toguchi was selected for the special 
Namie Amuro scholarship. She graduated 
from Mid-Pacific Institute with a 3.7 GPA. 
Kristi, who enrolled at Fordham University in 
New York City, is the daughter of Terry and 
Pamela Toguchi. 

Haitai Gusuyo! 

Hui Okinawa's winning float in the JCCIH International Festival of the 
Pacific parade. 

"The Challenge of the new century is to bridge the 
past and the future with vision and wisdom." 

Mahalo for your continued support 

lppei Nihei Deebiru 

Patsy T. Mink 
U.S. House of Representatives (D) 

Second Congressional District 

Paid for by the Patsy T. Mink Campaign Committee, John F. Mink, Treasurer 
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In anticipation of next year's planned 
Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival - or "Taikai" - in 
Okinawa, Yomitan Club held an essay contest for 
its young members. The theme: "Why I want to go 
to Okinawa." The essays of Krissy Asakura of 
Hilo, and Courtney Warashina, who lives and 
works in Seattle, Wash., were judged the best. 
Yomitan Club will fund a portion of their trip to 
Okinawa for the Taikai where they will have a 
chance to experience Okinawa for the first time. 
More than 100 Yomitan members have already . 
signed up for the club-organized tour. 

more about Grandma and her 
background, and I would also 
learn about my family's histo
ry and achievements. 

The following are Krissy's and Courtney's 
essays, which Yomitan Club generously shared 
with Uchinanchu: Krissy with Grandpa and Grandma Momohara. 

My grandpa, Matsuchiyo 
Momohara, is 86 years old, 
and like Grandma, he has 
plans of us visiting Okinawa 
together to meet his family. He 
is a wise, cute and healthy 
man, and I would enjoy his 
company on such a trip. 
Grandpa has been living in 
Hawaii for nearly 65 years and 
has returned to Okinawa just a 
few times in recent years. With 
each farewell to his family in 

FULFILLING DREAMS OF 
HERITAGE 
by Krissy Asakura, Yomitan Club 

was always a lesson in the end that she want
ed me to learn. Lesson·s such as respecting my 
elders, going to school, and w_orking hard at 
anything I am doing are things she taught me. 

Okinawa, many tears are shed because they 
do not know if he will be able to return again. 
I would love to give him another chance to 
see his relatives, and I would also like to meet 

them. 

In the summer of 1999, I spent my last 

When I look within my heart, I 
see these values. 

I would love to visit Okinawa 
Being able to set foot on the 

land my grandma and grand
pa grew up on would form a 
special connection within me. 
I would feel a sense of com
pletion for myself because I 
would be living out our plan. 
Although Grandma would 
not be there with me in per
son, I know she would be 
with me in my heart and I 
would feel her there in spirit. 

moments with my Grandma Yoshiko
Momohara during her short battle with bone 
cancer. While sitting with her for countless
hours of silence as she lay peacefully in her 
bed, memories of special moments spent with 
her flooded my thoughts. I thought of the 
foods she prepared_ for me when i was young, 
the piggy-backs she gave me through her 
anthurium patch, and all the laughs we shared 
together. While holding her hand, I gazed 

because I know my roots are 
there. Grandma and I _often 
talked about visiting Okinawa 
together, along with the rest of 
our family. She told me about 
various sites to see and about 
places we could shop at for our 
favorite foods. But what she 
wanted most was for us to see 
the land where she grew up 
and to meet all of her relatives. back at the past to the stories she shared with 

me about her life in Okinawa. 
Many Sunday afternoons were spent sitting 

with Grandma and my mom at Grandma's 
dining room table while nibbling on freshly 
made andagi and drinking Sprite. Over our 
small afternoon snack, Grandma would talk 
about her memories of Okinawa. Hearing her 
talk about her accomplishments and all the 

· goals she met makes me extremely proud of 
her. With each story she shared with me, there 

If I was given the chance to visit Okinawa, I 
would fulfill the dream that Grandma and I 
shared together. I would like to visit the sites 
she told me about, such as the castle at Kita 
Nakagusuku and Shuri Castle. I would also 
sample the special Okinawan candies and 
foods she wanted me to try. I want to meet 
our relatives who I have only seen pictures of 
in Grandma's photo albums. When meeting 
with them I am sure I would find out a lot 

If I were given the special 
gift of going to Okinawa, it would be carrying 
out the dreams of not only myself, but also of 
my loving grandparents. 

"Tusui ya takara." - "Our elders are our trea
sures." (Okinawan proverb) 

Krissy Asakura is a junior majoring in education 
at the University of Hawaii at Hilo. She is the 
daughter of Evelyn and Leslie Asakura of Hilo, 
who are members of Hui Okinawa. 

OKINAWAN FESTIVAL 2000 
"Shike Ya Chode" - was a tremendous success, okage sama .de • • • because of you . .. . 
The Hawaii .United Okinawa Association sends a heartfelt lppe nihei deebiru ... Mahalo! ... to its many Festival volun-

teers and to the following businesses and organizations for their tremendous support and assistance 
Custom Audio • JN Productions • KIKU TV • Ala Moana 
Shopping Center • Ryukyu Kobudo Taiko, Hawaii Shibu • 
Afuso-ryu Gensei Kai, Hawaii Sandaa Kai • Toyoko Toma 
Sokyoku Kai• Noinura-ryu Ongaku Kyokai, Hawaii Shibu • 
Miyashiro Soho Kai • KITV • KZOO Radio • Hawaii Herald 
• Hawaii Hochi • KNDI Radio • 'Olelo: The Corporation for 
Community Television • GEM Cars Hawaii • TransHawaiian 
Tours• Verizon Wireless• GTE • Territorial Savings and 
Loan • Bank of Hawaii • The Daiei (USA), Inc. • Nishimoto 
Trading Co., Hawaii, Ltd. • Imperial Trucking • ATT • City 
Department of Parks and Recreation • Hawaii Bonsai 
Association • Hawaii Koi and Goldfish Association • 
Hawaiian Flower Garden, Inc. • GEICO Direct • Jefferson 
School • Aloha Tofu-Factory,Inc. • American Hawaiian Soy 
Co., Ltd. • Tamashiro Market• Conrad Enterprises •D's · 
Diner Evelyn's Lunch Service • Fred's Produce• Hawaii 
Food Products, Inc. • Hawaiian Miso & Soy Co. • HPC 
Foods, Ltd. • Sun Noodles (H&U, Inc.) • Itoen (USA) Inc. • 
Monford Food Distribution Co., Ltd. • Pepsi • Shimaya 
Shoten, Ltd. • State Poultry• Times Super Market• Victoria 
Inn• Wisteria • Zippy's Inc. • Ige Catering• RPM 
1ransportation • Honolulu Zoo 



IN SEARCH OF SELF 
by Courtney Warashina, Yomitan Club 
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studen ts who I work with, I see my Saban 
and Jichan, as they study fervently to pass the 

citizenship exam. 
Thus, going to 

Okinawa would allow 
me to connect with my 
cultural and historical 
origins. I would gain a 
more holistic under-
standing of my heritage 
through exploring the 
social, political and cul
tural contexts of 
Okinawa throughout 
h istory. This insight into 
my roots would help me 
to clarify my identity as 
a young Asian American 

woman and enhance mv work in the commu
nity through a broadened awareness of self 
and society. 

Courtney Warashina graduated form Mililani
High School and Seattle Pacific University with a 
bachelor's degree in English. She is presently 
working in the Basic Studies Tutoring Program at 
Seattle Central Community College. Courtney, 23, 
is the daughter of Yomitan Club members Sharon 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 
WANTED FOR HUOA WINTER CRAFT 

Committee needs MANY volunteers to 
Nov. 26. No pay - but lots of satisfaction, 

Will train. We need YOU! 
HUOA office at 676-5400, or contact your dub 

Hawaii United Okinawa Association 

Saturday, November 25 - 9am to 3pm 
Sunday, November 26 - 9am to 2pm 

Over 180 Vendors • Live Entertainment • Ono Food 
Ample Parking & Free Shuttle 

Bring a donation for the Hawaii Foodbank and enter the Craft Fair 
at 8:45am (15 minutes early) or receive a free andagi. 

Call for more information Ph. 676-5400. 
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We were also introduced to several digni
taries, including the Mayor of Nago, Tateo 
Kishimoto. We presented him macadamia 
nuts, pins and flowers. He asked us if we 
danced the hula. We said that we didn't dance 
but would play the ukulele ' later. Then he 
made us laugh by saying that it was easy to 
dance the hula after you had a little sake. He 
proceeded to shake his hips and arms. 

Earlier this year, two students from Hilo were
invited to participate in a Children's Summit 
sponsored by Hilo's sister-city, Nago. The 
Children's Summit, which was held June 20 
through 23, was aimed at giving young people an 
opportunity to talk about environmental and peace 
issues. The theme of the summit was, "Hope For 
the Future for Humans and Our Environment: 
How Can We Create a Better World?" 

The summit also marked the 30th anniversary of 
Nago's incorporation as a city and its selection as 
the site for the G-8 Summit, which brought 
President Clinton and the leaders of the top eco
nomic powers to Okinawa in late July. Nago City 
covered the expenses for the delegation's travel to 
Okinawa. 

The two students selected from Hilo were 
Brandie Saito, then an incoming junior at Waiakea 
High School, and Ann Inouye, who entered the 
eighth grade at Waiakea Intermediate in 
September. They were selected on the basis of their 
resume and an essay they wrote. Besides Nago and 
Londrma, Brazil, they were joined by delegates 
from Matsuo, Iwate; Takikawa, Hokkaido; 
Maekata, Osaka; and Davao, the Philippines - all 
of whom gathered at Meio University for theses
sions. 

Although it was not a requirement, both Ann 
and Brandie were of Okinawn ancestry and spent 
time visiting relatives at the conclusion of the 
summit. The students were accompanied by chap
erones Aileen Kaneshiro, a retired Waiakea 
Intermediate librarian and Dharma School teacher 
at the Hilo Hongwanji, Hilo Betsuin, and Nan 
Hiraoka, who retired as an educational specialist 
with the DOE's Hawaii District and as principal 
of Keaau Elementary and Intermediate School. 
Hiraoka is also a Hui Okinawa member. 

BUILDING LIFELONG 
FRIENDSHIPS 
by Brandie Saito 

The plane lifted off from Honolulu 
International Airport on June 18, 2000. Soon · 
the islands of Hawaii were but a small speck 
in the distance, and only the blue of the sky 
and sea surrounded us. We were finally on 
our way to Okinawa, and the anticipation was 
great. I couldn't wait to step off the plane and 
onto the land that my mother was born in. I 
knew that this was a once-in-a-lifetime oppor
tunity, and I hoped to make the most of it. 

After a long, eight-hour flight from Oahu to 
Osaka, and a second two-hour flight to Naha 
airport, we reached our final destination. We 
were immediately welcomed by family, as 
well as our future tour guides, translators and 
friends. 

As it was already evening, we stopped as a 
small soba restaurant which served hot, deli
cious Naha soba. Ann (my new friend, and 

JOHN CARROLL 
Republican Candidate for U.S. Senate 

Hawaii needs a Republican to counter cronyism 
and level the playing field 

Attorney and Small Business Owner 
Military Veteran, Hawaiian Airlines Pilot, UH 
Football Player 
Chairman of the Board - Hawaii Aviation: 
Contract Services 
Supplies over 125 pilots for Boeing 747 & DC - lO's to 
Japan Airlines & Nippon Cargo Airways 
Former Hawai'i State Senator and Representative 
who cleaned up the Ala Wai Canal, Manoa Stream 
and Waikiki Small Boat Harbor 
Led the way on the prevention of spousal 
abuse and domestic violence· 

ONE PERSON CAN 

Paid for by Carroll 2000, 1750 Kalakaua Ave. Ste. 2904 

Naha Airport: (from left) Aileen Kaneshiro, 
Ann Inouye, Brandie Saito and Nan Hiraoka 

the other conference delegate from Hilo) and I 
were eating the soba when someone com
mented that you are supposed to slurp the 
noodles. We tried with far from superb 
results. We explained that in Hawaii this cus

We returned to Seinen no le where we 
would stay for the rest of the time. We soon 
Jearned that the only bathing area was an 
onsen. Although we had several invitations to 
bathe with the Japanese girls, we declined all 
offers. Instead, we ended up bathing late in 
the evening when there were only one or two 
other people present. Although we were shy 
to show our bodies, we thoroughly enjoyed 
soaking ourselves in the warm bath pools. 
After bathing, we would return to our room. 
The room had two bunk beds. Ann and I vol
unteered to sleep in the top beds so our chap
erones, Mrs. Hiraoka and Miss Kaneshiro, 
could sleep on the bottom. 

Standing on the balcony outside, I could see 
the beauty of Okinawa surrounding me. I 

tom isn't practiced. Julie Kaneshiro 
(one of our tour guides/translators 
who was born and raised in Hawaii) 
also explained that it was good man
ners to reach for items that we wanted, 
such as extra napkins, water, etc. She 
said that unlike in Hawaii, where it 
more polite to ask for something · 
instead of reaching across someone, 
Japanese think that you are inconve
niencing someone by asking them to 
pass you the items. We soon realized 
that we had several different customs 
and ways of thinking. However, this 
didn't stop us from enjoying each 
other's company and laughing over 
differences. 

Students planting mangrove trees near Yagaji Junior High 
School. (Photos courtesy of Nan Hiraoka) 

Later that evening we met with sorrie of the 
other junior ambassadors at the International 
House. They were two girls from Londrina, 
Brazil. Others from Japan and the Philippines 
would join us later. We spent the next day 
sight-seeing with them. We visited Neo Park, 
which was filled with beautiful and exotic 
animals.They also took us to see an aquarium 
with large and colorful fish, and an enormous 
whale shark. We saw an orchid garden which 
reminded me of home, and a little Okinawan 
village. 

We couldn't take in enough of the beauty of 
the island as we continued to snap pictures. 
Soon we overcame the language barrier 
between us and the Brazilian group. We com
municated through sign language, words and 
smiles. We tried to teach each other the 
English and Portuguese words for various 
items. 

That same evening we moved to Seinen no 
le and attended a welcome reception at 
Yugafuin Hotel. As soon as we walked into 
the room we noticed the photographers and 
news cameras. Throughout the evening and 
the following days, we would be followed 
everywhere by these cameras. During our 
short moment of fame, we were on television 
and in several newspapers. 

We met the other delegates for the first time. 

H.S. OSHIRO INC. 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

LtCENSE No. C-20346 FREE ESTIMATES 

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL INSTALLATION 

HENRY S. OSHIRO - PRESIDENT 

HONOLULU - HAWAII 

TELE: (808) 737-8?96 FAX: 737-0901 - PAGER: 577-5995 

could also feel the humidity and heat. 
The next day the Hawaii and Matsuo group 

went to visit Haneji Junior High School, 
where we participated in games, an assembly, 
and attended classes. They danced, played the 
taiko drums, and did an exciting lion dance 
for us. Ann was put into P.E. and I went to a 
music class. I soon realized that every single 
one of these children could sing better than I 
could. We soon made lots of friends and 
exchanged lots of addresses. Ann and I both 
noticed how friendly and kind everyone was. 
They asked us questions about Hawaii, trans
lated the best that they could Japanese 
instructions into English, and offered lots of 
compliments and smiles. 

After bidding a fond farewell to our new 
friends, we went to another school, in Yagaji, 
to plant mangrove trees. We put on boots and 
trudged out into the mud to plant them. We 
all worked together and soon the job was 
done. We also did a rehearsal for the confer
ence the next day. 

The day of the conference we visited a 
museum filled with old Okinawan items. It 
was amazing to see all of them displayed.-We 
also visited the site of the G-8 Summit. Then 
we put on our black coats and got ready for 
the conference. The room was filled with stu-

( continued on page 9) 
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LESSONS OF THE NAGO 
CHILDREN'S SUMMIT 
by Ann Inouye 

When I went to the Nago Children's 
Summit, I not only learned ways to help save 
the environment, I learned ways to save our 
world. Before, I took everything for granted. I 
rarely recycled; I wouldn't even think twice 
about the environment. Now, I'm recycling to 
the end. I'm making sure that my family is 
recycling also. In the future I am planning to 
have the schools more involved in recycling. I 
am going to do that by setting up recycling 
booths in schools so that it is easier for the 
public to recycle, and in that case the schools
can benefit with the money they earn with the 
recycling booths. 

I also learned that the world is coming to an 
end if we keep on ,using our resources so 
openly. Humans must learn that this problem 
must be stopped immediately!!!! Especially the 
manufacturing companies. Toe ·companies are 
overproducing what is needed to be pro
duced. For instance, the other day I opened a 
pack of gum, there were three layers of 
paper!!!! Sure, it might be pretty, but what's 
prettier: a healthy tree (which gives us air), or 
hundreds of wrappers (that take up space)? 

BRANDIE SAITO (continued from page 8) 
dents, adults, camera crews and bright lights. 
We met backstage with Judi Ong before we 
went on. She is a famous singer in Japan and 
acted as our emcee. Before we knew it we 
found ourselves walking on-stage carrying a 
sign that said f1.:awaii and our flag. Then we 
took our seats. 

We wore headphone sets that were connect
ed to professional translators. We listened to 
the other delegates' solu
tions to environmental 
problems, then shared 
our own. It was interest
ing to hear their ideas 
and compare them to 
ours. After a 10-minute 
break we returned to the 
stage for a question-and
answer round. Listening 
to the presentations and 
answering our questions 
was an experience I will 
not soon forget. 

NEXT GENERATION 
One day, I went to my auntie's house, which 

is in the countryside and all I could see was 
litter thrown along the roadside. Can you 
imagine, even in the countryside there are 
waste problems? A month later, I took my 4-H 

· group and we picked up litter and cleaned 
around the area. But imagine, that is just one 
place in the whole world! 

Another big thing that I learned from the 
Summit was about friendship. I didn't know 
Japanese, Brazilian or Filipino, butwe all 
became friends. I must have looked really 
funny trying to talk with hand motions. But I 
remember how hard they tried to understand 
me. Also, I learned that everyone knows what 
a smile is. 

Now, I am getting all kinds of letters and 
gifts from friends I made from the different 
places. We might be miles away from each 
other, but that will never come in our way.· 
Now I am trying to read Japanese books that 
my friend loaned me, with the help of my dic
tionary. I am going to Japanese school, and I 
am trying to learn as many languages as I can. 
I can now write broken Japanese to my friends 
in Japan. 

On Memorial Day in Okinawa, I was really 
surprised to see so many names on the 
plaques. I felt really hurt and sad. Now I 
know what the word "war" means. I never 

gation performed.-We played two songs on the 
ukulele and danced and sang the "Hukilau." 
We taught the dance to some of the people 
and had them dance on stage· with us. We also 
took several pictures and exchanged several 
addresses. It was all lots of fun. 

On the last day we drove down to Itoman to 
see the peace memorial. It brought sad memo
ries to mind as we laid flowers down beside 
the memorial headstones. The memorial was 

large and grand. Later, 
we sat in for the memor
ial ceremony. 
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want to be in war. I remember asking my 
father why can't we just_compromise and 
become friends. He replied, "It's not as easy as 
it seems. There are so many wants in life; 
sometimes we just can't solve them all." Then 
he replied, "Look how unselfish war is." I 
totally agree. 

Ann Inouye is an eighth grader at Waiakea 
Intermediate School. She is the daughter of Kent and
Cynthia Inouye of Hilo, who are members of Hui 
Okinawa. 

The site of the G-8 Summit was still under construction 
so the group was only able to see the exterior - from left: 

unidentified woman, Children's Summit coordinator 
Kazuyo Tomihira, Hilo delegation interpreter Mrs. 

Arakaki, Ann, Brandie and JET Program teacher in Nago 
City, Juliann Kaneshiro, daughter of Melvin and Kazuyo 

Kaneshiro of Hilo. 

called to ask me to meet them at the mall. 
They gave me bracelets as a gift. We took pic
tures, promised to write to each other, talked, 
then hugged good-bye. 

After returning home to Hilo, I received a 
few letters from them. Ann and I also got 
together to write letters together as well as 
separately._Every single one of the youth that 
came to this conference was able to bridge our 
differences. We didn't once see cultural barri
ers or the language barriers. We only saw 
opportunities to make lifelong friends. We 
came together. for the same purpose: improv
ing our environment, but left with much m ore 
than that. We left with fond memories of the 
land of Okinawa, the people there, but more 
importantly, we left with a firm bond of 
friendship. 

When I flew in that plane to Okinawa, I did
n't fully realize how lucky I was to get this 
once-in-a-lifefune opportunity. To everyone 
who made this trip possible, as they say in 
Japanese, doomo arigato; in Portugues, ob!iga-
to; and in English, thank you very much.

That same evening we 
went to another recep-
tion, where every dele-

Ann and Brandie with the 
Brazilian delegates at Neo Park. 

Following that, we had 
a farewell ceremony for 
all the delegates. We 
received gifts and heard 
touching farewell 
speeches. Aswe boarded 
our respective buses, 
several of the kids were 
crying. We all promised 
to write to each other 
and keep in touch. I left 
to visit my relatives. A 
few days later, a· few of 
the girls from Nago City 

Brandie Saito is a junior at Waiakea High School. She 
is the daughter of Michael and the late Cynthia (Yogi) 
Saito of Hilo. 
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"PRESERVING OUR LEGACY" 
Webster's New World College Dictionary defines 

the word "legacy" as "money or property left to 
someone by a will, bequest," or "anything handed 
down from, or as from, an ancestor." 

This year's celebration of the centennial of 
Okinawan immigration to Hawaii has been marked 
by a theme: "Okage Sama de 2000: Bridging a 
Century of Uchinanchu Aloha." It has been a time 
to reflect on the past 100 years-- and to thank our 
issei whose struggles and perseverance made possi
ble the life we enjoy today. It has also been a time 
to thank all of Hawaii's people who became our 
neighbors and friends and eventually part of our 
extended family in these Islands. 

But we knew also that our story as an 
Uchinanchu community does not end here - 100 

once I entered col
lege. 

years after the arrival of the first immigrants. We 
are instead crossing over a new bridge, passing on 
our cultural heritage to the younger generation of 
Uchinanchu, and entrusting them with our future 
- far they are our future. 

.My first true music 
lesson was in the 
Okinawan ensemble 
class offered at the 
University of Hawaii. 
Throughout that 
semester, I would 
ask, "Grandpa, can I 
play sanshin?" and 
he would consent 
with a soft grunt. His 
health was deterio
rating at the time, but 
he never failed to 
reply, nor did he ever 

· deriy me, not even 
Allison Yanagi with her Grandpa Bokuzen Kaneshiro 

Unfortunately, 
that was not to be. 
Grandpa passed 
away only two 
months after my 
departure. Mom 
told me the news 
over the phone. 
Although I wanted 
to go home, I 
could not since the 
tests were only · 
two weeks away, 
and the financial · 
strain would be 
too great. Not only 
did I not see 
Grandpa before he 

The following essay - a moving piece by Allison 
Yanagi, a 26-year-old yonsei who is presently 
studying at the University of the Ryukyus - epito
mizes the essence of the "Uchinanchu legacy." "To 
Grandpa" was called to our attention by HUOA 
Scholarship Committee chair Shigeko Asato. 

As the Hawaii United Okinawa Association pre
pares to launch its second annual ''Preserving Our 
Legacy" fund drive, we could find no better story 
to help you understand why your contributions to 
HUOA are so important. They ensure the 
HUOA's future. More importantly, they ensure 
that 100 years down the road, a place called the 
Hawaii Okinawa Center will still be standing so 
that our children and their children and grandchil
dren· will be be able to come together as an 
Okinawan community and celebrate the heritage 
brought to Hawaii by their issei forebears 200 
years earlier. 

TO GRANDPA 
by Allison Yanagi, Chatan Sonjin Kai 

When I think about Okinawan music and 
how much it is a part of my life, I am also 
reminded of my grandfather and the tremen
dous influence he has been in my life. 

As a young girl, my first positive experience 
with Okinawan music was because of him. I 
used to, sit next to my grandma as she 
plucked away at her sanshin, intently learn-
ing "Kagiyadefu" and "Watarizo
Tachiutushi," and I used to copy her, trying to 
read the notes in kanji, picking away at 
Grandpa's sanshin. Back then, my family 
would _laugh at the two of us, feebly attempt
ing to make music. But Grandpa always 
encouraged me, letting me play his prized 
sanshin when no other grandchild was 
allowed to touch it. 

From those early years, I grew to appreciate 
Okinawan music. No longer was it the irritat
ing noise that blared form all rooms and 
radios of my grandparents' house. Instead, it 
became a passion that I was able to pursue 

when I asked if I could borrow the sanshin for 
the concert at the end of the semester. 
"Grandpa, can I borrow the sanshin?" We 
have a concert tomorrow." "Um." Although 
Grandpa did not see me perform at that con
cert, I felt that he was still there because his 
sanshin was with me the whole time. 

After the concert, I went to return the san
shin to Grandpa, glad and grateful to have 
been able to use it. "Thank you, Grandpa. I go 
put the sanshin away, okay?" No. You keep," 
he said. I could not believe what he_ said, 
especially since he hardly spoke to anyone at 
the time. "You sure?" "You keep." I looked at 
my mom and Grandma, and-both of them 
shrugged their shoulders and nodded. That 
afternoon, Grandpa passed on his sanshin to 
me, and it became my owri prized possession. 

My love for music and the sanshin contin
ued to grow, so much so that I was able to 
study music in Okinawa for a year with the 
Okinawa Prefectural scholarship to Geidai. I 
left for Okinawa in April, clutching Grandpa's 
sanshin. Although it had been my wish to 
study in Okinawa, I was afraid that I might 
never see Grandpa alive again. His health had 
deteriorated to the point where he hardly 
walked or ate, and he rarely even talked. 
While in Okinawa, I used to talk at him over 
the phone. Hearing him breathe was the only 
way I knew that he was on the other side. 
Eventually, I became more involved in my 
studies and lessons, and by the following 
March, I was not ready to return home. I 
wanted to learn more, and if possible, take the 
Shinjinsho test for dance and uta-sanshin. I 
decided that after a two-week visit to Hawaii, 
I would return to Okinawa to take the tests. 
Once the tests were over, I would go back to 
Hawaii in December to be with my family 
and Grandpa again. 

I went home for a short visit. I spent as 
much time with Grandpa as I could, even 
though he was quite despondent. Thankfully, 
his condition had not worsened when I was 
away, and for a second time, I left for 
Okinawa, thinking that ·he would _still be there 
when I came home a few months later. 

The Hawaii Okinawa Center will be buzzing with §.ctivity on Sunday Oct.29, as the Hawaii 
United Okinawa Association prepares to launch its second "Preserving Our Legacy" fund drive -
and you can be a part of this very important project. . 

Volunteers are needed to prepare, address and stuff more than 11,000 envelopes with fund-raising 
information for mailing to households in Hawaii and on the Mainland. 

The preparing of address labels and envelopes will be done Oct. _24 through 27 (Tuesday through 
Friday), from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. The BIG job of collating, stuff and 
addressing mailers will be done on Sunday, Oct. 29, beginning at 8:30 a.m. in the Legacy Ballroom. 
The more hands volunteers we have, the faster the job can be completed. Last year w-e raised over 
$130,000 in the HUOA's first "Preserving Our Legacy" fund drive. 
Please call Karen Kuba-Hori at the HUOA office - 676-5400 - if you are able to lend your hands 
and Uchinanchu spirit to thi's very important project. 

died, but I missed his funeral. 
Yet, I did not feel completely lost because 

Grandpa felt close, as though he could still see 
and hear me. He was no longer living, but he 
was with me, watching over me. I did not 
attend Grandpa's funeral, but I did send a tape 
to be played at the service. I sang "Janna 
Bushi," playing his sanshin. In essence, we 
were still together, and in the end, I passed my 
tests successfnlly. Although I owe a great deal 
to my teachers, my fellow dojo members and 
the scholarship, his presence really carried me 
through the end. It still does. Every time I pick 
up his sanshin, I feel as though Grandpa is 
with me, listening to me from heaven. This 
poem is for him. 

TO GRANDPA 
Ten-tun, ten-tun 
In the moonlight 
Playing the sanshin; 
Ten-tun, ten-tun 
Can you hear me in heaven? 
Thank you for the sanshin. 
Thank you for the songs. 
And, thank you for the dreams. 
Ten-tun, ten-tun 
In Grandpa's light 
Playing the sanshin; 
Ten-tun, ten-tun 
Can you-hear me in heaven? 

Allison Yanagi is currently in Okinawa, attending the 
University of the Ryukyus (Ryudai) as part of a 
University of Hawaii-Ryudai exchange program. The 
26-year-old Punahou graduate earned her bachelor's 
degree in English and Asian Studies from UH-Manoa, 
and is currently pursuing her master's in Asian Studies 
with a focus on Okinawa. 

Allison is the daughter of Sandra and Carl Yanagi, 
who are members of Chatan Sonjin Kai - and the grand
daughter of Haruko Kaneshiro. She studied sanshin with 
Harry Seisho Nakasone Sensei and is also plays kuucho. 
The "Grandpa" for whom she wrote this poem is the late 
Bokuzen Kaneshiro, a kibei-nisei who was born on Maui 
but raised in Okinawa. Mr. Kaneshiro passed away in 
1998 at the age of 89. 

PRESERVING OUR LEGACY 
(Donations received between September 1, 2000 

and October 20, 2000) 

Ippe nihei deebiru to the following individuals 
for their generous contributions which were 
received during the months of September and 

October. Your support for the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center's "Preserving Our Legacy" campaign 

is greatly appreciated._ 
CONTRIBUTOR ($100 to $249)

Shoye Katena 
In Memory of Shiki and Kama Uyema 

FRIEND ($25 to $49) 
Gregory H. & Marcella K. Kuwazaki 

James C. Sakugawa & Sons 



"CHIBARIYO HAWAII 1998" 
NOMINATED FOR HAWAII 
MUSIC AWARDS - AND YOU 
CAN VOTE FOR IT! 
by Karleen Chinen 
Bito Doshi Kai 

"Chibariyo Hawaii 1998," the Hawaii United 
Okinawa Association's centennial fund-raising 
CD, has been nominated in the People's 
Choice World Music category of the Fourth 
Annual Hawaii Music Awards. And, if you 
have access to the Internet, you can show your 
support for the CD by voting on-line until 
showtime at either ofthese websites: 
www.mfhawaii.com or www.musicfounda
tionofhawaii.com. 

The Hawaii Music Awards is produced by 
the Music Foundation of Hawaii, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to promoting the 
musical diversity of Hawaii and the Pacific 
Rim. The foundation does this by honoring 
and acknowledging the talents and achieve
ments of the music community in Hawaii. 

The foundation's other main focus is music 
education, which it supports through the 
Hawaii Youth Music Network (HYMN). The 
network was established earlier this year to 
support music education in Hawaii's schools 
through scholarships, grants and other fund
ing. HYMN is in the process of developing an 
interactive website to support more than 70· 

schools and music education organizations
throughout Hawaii. 

The first Hawaii Music Awards program 
was held at the Hawaii Theatre .in 1996. That 
year, Gov. Ben Cayetano presented the 
Govemor' s Fine Arts Award. Last year's pro
gram - the third annual - was held at the 
Blaisdell Arena, with Mayor Jeremy Harris 
presenting the Mayor's Award to Auntie 
Irmgard Aluli. More than 200 awads have 
been presented since the awards program was 
established four years ago. 

This year, the program moves to the 
Blaisdell Concert Hall. where one of the high
lights will be a .performance of one of the 
songs from the "Chibariyo" CD as a salute to 
100 years of Okinawan music in Hawaii. The 
Nov. 22 program begins at 7 p.m. Tickets for 
the awards program are $25, $35 and $50 and 
are on sale at the Blaisdell box office. 

The program will, also be videotaped and 
played back the following evening, 
Thanksgiving Day, at 7 p.m. on KFVE 
(Oceanic Cable Channel 5). There will also be 
a live worldwide Internet broadcast of the 
awards on Pixelworld Networks. 

The audience at the November 22. concert 
hall program wiUbe treated to a performance 
of Terukina Choichi Sensei's lively composi
tion, "Chibariyo." The performance will fea-
ture sanshin students from the Afuso-ryu 
Gensei Kai, Hawaii Shibu, led by Giant 
"Sandaa" Murata Sensei; taiko students from 
the Ryukyu Kobudo Taiko, Hawaii Shibu, led . 

"TO OUR ISSEI ... " - A TIMELESS GIFT 
As the Okinawan Centennial Celebration year draws to a close, it is 

a fitting time to begin reflecting on the past year. The Year 2000 has 
been a time to remember the past and to celebrate the legacy we have 
inherited as Uchinanchu. It has also been a time for us to look ahead 
and to ponder our future as an Okinawan community: 

Every event, every activity - whether we realized it at the time or 
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by Calvin Nakama Sensei and dance students 
of the Tamagusuku Ryu Senju Kai - Frances 
Nakachi Ryubu Dojo. The song was recorded 
on the CD by the Afuso-ryu Gensei Kai stu
dents. 

The two-disc set, which was produced in 
1998 for the HUOA by Isaac Hokama and 
Wayne Takamine, features a total of 29 
Okinawan tunes: 18 recorded in 1998 and 11 
from a 1988 cassette. The music ranges from 
modem contemporary tunes to traditional 
classical Okinawan music by local performers 
of Okinawan ancestry, most of whom are san-
sei or yonsei. Both recordings were produced 
as fund-raisers: the 1988 cassette to support 
the construction of the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center, and the 1998 CD to help fund this 
year's centennial celebration . . 

Featured on the CD are performers and stu
dents from local music associations, including 
the Afuso-ryu Gensei Kai, Hawaii Shibu; 
Nomura-ryu Ongaku Kyokai, Hawaii Shibu 
and the Ryukyu Sokyoku Koyo Kai, Hawaii 
Shibu. A variety of musical instruments were 
utilized in the recording, among them the san
shin, kutu (koto) kucho (fiddle) fue (flute) and 
taiko. Rounding out the recording are guitar, 
steel guitar, bass guitar, keyboards, piano and 
flute. Also featured on the CD are the late 
Lorraine Kaneshiro, whose recording of 
"Hana" still moves her friends to tears, twin 
sisters Marlene and Carolyn Shimamura, and 
the multi-talented Shoei Moriyama, among 
others. 

So, grandmas and grandpas, moms and 
dads - and all Uchinanchu and Uchinanchu
at-heart - take a lesson from your kids or 
grandkids and log on to either 
www.mfhawaii.com or www.musicfounda
tionofhawaii.com Scroll down to the category 
titled "World Music" - andivote for #2401 -
"Chibariyo Hawaii." 

not - helped us connect with our heritage as 
Uchinanchu in Hawaii ... for we would 
have nothing to connect with were it not for 
those first 26 immigrants and the tens of 
thousands of brave Uchinanchu who fol
lowed in their footsteps. 

Some events were meant to leave us only 
with memories. Others projects left us with 
sorn:ething tangible - like the publication of 
the issei commemorative booklet, "To Our 
Issei ... Our Heartfelt Gratitude." The 164-
page booklet was released early this year. It 

GEICO ·Auto 
Insurance. 

features articles on the circumstances that 
led to emigration froin Okinawa and the 
role played by Toyama Kyuzo; the working 
and living conditions the new immigrants 
faced in Hawaii; the World War II experi
ences of nisei of Okinawan ancestry and the 
79 Uchinanchu who died during the war; 
the post-war assistance by Hawaii 

June Arakawa 'With book. . 

Uchinanchu; a look at Okinawans today and more. One of the gems in 
the book is an alphabetical listing of the issei who came to Hawaii, 
including the women's maiden name; their place and date of birth, 
date of arrival in Hawaii, date of death and the family Yago. More 
than 170 pages of the book are dedicated to the issei list. 

Placed throughout the booklet are messages from the various 
HUOA clubs, who underwrote the publication of "To Our Issei ... " 
Clubs that sponsored messages in the book w ere given copies to share 
with their members. 

The booklet committee was co-chaired by June Arakawa and Henry 
Isara with Ruth Adaniya and Robert Nakasone serving as advisors. 
Also on the committee were: Patti Miyashiro, Ruby Miyashiro, Tadao 
Miyashiro, Cindy Isara, Dwight Ikehara, Dr. Mitsugu Sakihara, Kay 
Yamada, Dr. Joyce Chinen, Takejiro Higa, Stanley Kaneshiro, Akira 
Sakima, Hideo Nakamine and Hideto Kono. "To Our Issei ... " was 
beautifully designed by Viki Nasu and printed by Service Printers, 
Inc. 

"To Our Issei . .. Our Heartfelt Gratitude'' can be purchased from 
the Hawaii Okinaw a Center gift shop for $5. For more information on 
the booklet, call the HUOA office at 676-5400. 

Congratulating the 
Hawaii United 

Ol<inawa Association 
on their 

Centennial -Celebration. 



NOVEMBER 2000 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
I 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
Oct. 29: "Preserving Our Legacy" campaign materials mail-out 8:30 
a.m. @ HOC (Legacy Ballroom) 
Oct. 30: . HUOA Administration Cmte. mtg. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Bldg.) 
Oct. 31: HUOA Karaoke Club. 6:30 p.m. @ HOC (Legacy Ballroom) 
Nov. 1: HUOA Study Tour departs for Okinawa 
Nov. 3: "Japanese Anime" -lecture by Milton Streeter and members of 
the Japanese Animation Society of Hawaii. 7 p.m. @ the Japanese 
Cultural Center of Hawaii. Registration deadline: Oct. 31. Call 945-7633 
Nov. 4: OkinawanCentennial Celebration Cmte. mtg.9 a.m. @ HOC 
(Higa Bldg.) 
Nov. 5: Okinawan folk artist Takashi Hirayasu and American guitarist 
Bob Brozman make music. 7:30 p.m. in the Academy Theatre, Honolulu 
Academy of Arts. Admission: $15. Call 532-8700 
Nov. 6: HUOA 50th Anniversary Cmte. mtg. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Bldg.) 
Nov. 8: Ikebana class. 7 p.m. @HOC (Higa Bldg.) 
Nov. 10: HOC closed for Veteran's Day holiday 
Nov. 10: "From Bento to Mixed Plate: Americans of Japanese Ancestry 
in Multicultural Hawai'i" opens at the Okinawa Prefectural Museum in 
Shuri, Naha City, Okinawa (Exhibit continues through Dec. 10) 
Nov. 14: HUOA Executive Council mtg. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Bldg.) 
Nov. 15: Absolute LAST DAY to order Okinawan Centennial Coin at 
pre-minting price. 
Nov. 15: Uchinaaguchi class. 7 p.m. @HOC (Higa Bldg.) 
Nov. 16: "School Life in Japan" - a discussion by Japan Exchange and 
Teaching (JET) Program alumni. 7 p.m.@ the Japanese Cultural Center 
of Hawaii. Registration deadline: Nov. 13. Call 945-7633 
Nov. 19: Young Okinawans of Hawaii Seniors Luncheon. 10 a.m. @ 
HOC (Legacy Ballroom) 
Nov. 20: HUOA Board of Directors mtg. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Legacy 
Ballroom)
Nov. 22: Fourth Annual Hawaii Music Awards, including a perfor
mance from the HUOA's "Chibariyo 1998" CD. 7 p.m. @ Blaisdell 
Concert Hall. 
Nov. 23: HOC closed for Thanksgiving Day holiday 
Nov. 25-26: HUOA Winter Craft Fair. Saturday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sunday, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. @ HOC. 
Nov. 27: HUOA Administration Cmte. mtg. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa 'Bldg.) 
Nov. 28: HUOA Karaoke Club. 6:30 p.m. @ HOC (Legacy Ballroom) 
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LAST CHANCE TO ORDER. 
COIN AT PRE-ORDER PRICES 

If you haven't yet ordered your Okinawan 
Centennial Celebration commemorative coin, 
now's the time to do it! After Nov. 15, the 
prices will increase $10 for all of the coins. 

According to centennial coin committee 
chair Thomas Toma, the response to the coins 
has been "excellent." The initial order of 1,000 
silver coins sold out, and the second order 
should be ready in early November. 

The initial deadline for the $35 single silver 
coin was extended twice so that the 
Uchinanchu community could take advantage 

· of the attractive price and order the coin for 
Christmas presents. After Nov. 15 the price for 
the silver coin will increase to $45 for the sin-
gle coin and $52.50 for the single coin with 
koa display stand. Both coins come with a 
Certificate of Authenticity. 

Toma also noted that orders are no longer 
being taken for the double coin set. The com
mittee will instead concentrate on getting 
orders for the single coins out in time for 
Christmas gift-giving. Those who have 
already ordered the double set need not 
worry, however; their orders will be filled. 

Equally impressive has been the response to 
the "Extremely Limited Edition Gold Series" 
coin. "The minimum order (50 coins) needed 
for the gold coin has been reached, so work 
has started on the new dies. The gold coin 
should be ready about the middle of 
November," said Toma. Those who placed 
orders will be called when their order is ready 
to be picked up. 

The images on the coins are the work of 
Hawaii artist Wayne Takazono. One side fea
tures a view of the Hawaii Okinawa Center, 

which was dedicat
ed 10 years ago, on 
the 90th anniver-
sary of Okinawan 
immigration to 
Hawaii. The flip 
side bears the 
image of Toyama 

Featuring creative menus ranging from Hawaiian & Local-Styfe 
K yuzo - the man 
regarded as the 
"Father of 
Okinawan immi
gration to Hawaii" -
and field workers 
laboring in the 
field. 

foods to Exquisite Prime Rib Buffets, the professional staff at A . 
Catered Experience will make your event one that will leave lasting 

impressions for you and your guests. We work with your needs and 

budget in mind to create a menu that is perfect for your event. 

As the exclusive caterers to The Legacy Ballroom at the Hawaii 

Okinawa Center we have the perfect setting for special occasions. 

We will go where you need us to be and are available for: 

• On-site Delivery 

• Company Picnics 

• Meetings 

• Birthday Parties 

If you are looking for value, great food & service call 

• Graduations 

• Baby Showers 

• Any event with 

food! 

A Catered Experience at 677-7744.

The coin project 
was undertaken to 
help fund the many 
events of this year's 
Okinawan Centen-

. nial celebration. 
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