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"YONACUNI SHONGAN.EE" COMES TO HAWAII 
OKINAWA CENTER STAGE OCT. 21 

Hawai'i audiences will be treated to a special 
dramatic musical performance of a bittersweet 
love story set in Yonaguni Island during the days 
of the Ryukyuan Kingdom. "Yonaguni Shonganee" 
will be presented on the Hawaii .Okinawa Center
stage on SaJurday, October 21 at 1 p.m. The 
performance will be followed by an Aloha and 
Mahalo Party hosted by the Hawaii United 
Okinawa Association for the Okinawa performers 
and for Mitsuko Yamauchi Sensei and her daugh
ter Kanna, who will headline the following day's 
Hui Makaala-HUOA fashion show at the Sheraton 
Waikiki Hotel. 

Yonaguni Island is a tiny island located about 
midway between lriomote Island and Taiwan in 
the southern part of the Ryukyu archipelago. It is 
Japan's southernmost island. 

In the days of the Ryukyuan Kingdom, high offi
cials from Shuri, then-capital of Okinawa, and 
other important visitors were often dispatched to 
the island. As the story goes, the young maidens 
of Yonaguni would place their hand-woven slip
pers side-by-side on Nanta-hama (Nanta Beach). 
The maiden whose slipper was selected by the vis
itor was obligated to see to his every need and 
desire for the duration of his stay on the island. 

Under such circ,umstances, it was only natural 
that love sometimes blossomed. In such instances, 
when the time came for the visitor to return to 
Shuri, parting was sweet sorrow. Thus_ was born 
the heart-re.nding song about the agony of the 
moment of sad farewell, "Yonaguni Shonganee." 

The drama depicts the genesis ofYonaguni 
Shonganee and tells the story of a ranking official 
who leaves his wife and family in Shuri for an 
assignment in Yonaguni Island . There he falls in 
love with Mai-chii, a Yonaguni maiden, who has a 
child by him. Complications of rank and class 
between Mai-chii and his wife in Shuri, love 

"Yonaguni Shonganee" will feature Mitsuko Oshiro 
Sensei, who previously performed with the women's act
ing group, Otohime Gekidan. Oshiro Sensei also heads 
the Tamagusuku-ryu Koo No Kai. 

beyond his control, and the sadness of parting all 
unfold in high emotional pitch in songs by sanshin 

master Yuukichi Yamasato Sensei. Dances exhibit
ing incomparable feeling are performed by 
Mitsuko Oshiro Sensei, a veteran of the women's 
acting group, Otohime Gekidan. The program will 
also feature newly choreographed dances that 
preserve the true spirit of Okinawa. 

The program, which will be staged in 
Uchinaaguchi (Okinawan language) will be narrat
ed by noted Okinawa and mainland Japan broad
caster James Tengan. Pre-sale tickets for the per
formance are $10. They will be $15 at the door on 
performance day. 

The combination Aloha and Mahalo Party will 
follow the performance at about 5 p.m. It will fea
ture a mini preview of the following day's Hui 
Makaala-Hawaii United Okinawa Association fash
ion show, "Ukaji Deebiru-Because of You," show
casing the designs of Madame Mitsuko Yamauchi. 
Also scheduled to perform at the party will be 
popular Okinawa singer Yuki Taira, who will pres
ent a variety show. The party will feature a heavy 
pupu menu. The party tickets are $15. Those 
wishing to attend both the "Yonaguni Shonganee" 
performance and the Aloha ahd Mahalo Party can 
reserve their tickets now by sending a check for 
$25, payable to HUOA, to the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center, 94-587 Ukee St., Waipahu, Hawaii 96797. 

Tickets will also be available through the 
HUOA's member clubs. For more information on 
the events, call the HUOA at 676-5400. 

''AN EVENING WITH JON NAKAMATSU" 
He Gave Us Chickenskin-and Moved Us to Tears 
by Karleen Chinen 

Chickenskin and tears- they are as unlikely a combi

nation as you'll ever find. And yet, if you were among the 

1,500-plus people who were swept away by the artistic 

genius of 1997 and reigning Van Cliburn Gold Medalist 

Jon Nakamatsu at the Blaisdell Concert Hall on Sept. 8, 

you understand the combination-because you felt it. 

With his humble maternal grandmother Mrs. Chiyoko 

Maeda in the audience, as well as his parents -and brother 

and lots of proud aunties and uncles and cousins, the 32-

year-old Uchinanchu virtuoso put on a stunning two-hour 

piano recital that concluded with two encores. He closed 

his performance with a beautifully moving rendition of 

"Bashofu," which the sansei talent dedicated to his uncle, 

Kenneth Hidaoka, who passed away suddenly. Nakamatsu 

was later the guest of honor at a post-recital reception at 

the Honolulu Club. 

Yomitan Club member Gwen Clarke F_ujie was the 

energy behind "An Evening with Jon Nakamatsu," which 

was pre_sented by the Hawaii United Okinawa Association 

in conjunction with American Express Financial Advisors . 

On Sunday, Sept. 10, the Nakamatsu family celebrated 

Grandparents Day with Grandma Maeda at her temple, 

the Jikoen Hongwanji Mission. After the program, the 

incredibly humble Nakamatsu spent some time talking
story with "Hawaii Okinawa Today" and Uchinanchu . We'll 

share his story with you in a future issue of Uchinanchu. 
Above: Reigning Van Cliburn Gold Medalist Jon Nakamatsu with 
recital chair Gwen Clarke Fujie. (David Shimabukuro photos) 
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UCHINANCHU Ippe nihei deebiru .. mahalo. . 
Uchinanchu is the voice of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association, its members, and the "home" we all built together-the Hawaii Okinawa Center. By sharing information 
and experiences, Uchinanchu keeps us connected as a family dedicated to preserving, sharing and perpetuating the Okinawan cultural heritage. 

A total of $820.00 in contributions was received by HUOA between August 15 and 28. Every dollar donated helps offset the cost of publishing Uchinanchu. HUOA sends a 
heartfelt ippe nihei deebiru to the following people. Mahalo for helping us keep Uchinanchu alive and thriving. 

Millie Arakaki T.Y. Hokama 
Ruth Arakaki D.B. Hoterna 
Janet & Seijiro Arakawa Wataru Isa 
Clarence Y. Asato J.T. Kakazu 
Shigeru Gibo George Kamimura 
Edwin & Amy Hayashi Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kekina 
Takeo Hirakawa Robert Miyasato 
Gloria Hirata Shizue Nakama 

Uchinanchu is the newsletter of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association. Although subject to change, 
issues will be published monthly during this centennial year of Okinawan immigration to Hawaii. 
Volunteer writers are welcome. Send your name, address and telephone number to Uchinanchu 
Newsletter, Hawaii United Okinawa Association, 94-587 Ukee St., Waipahu, Hawaii 96797. 

E-mail articles to Kchinen@lava.net 

Uchinanchu reserves the right to edit all material for clarity and accuracy. 
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Competition wasjierce-butfriendly--at Hui Okinawa's Haari Boat Race at Wailoa State 
Park on Aug. 19. (Dexter Teruya photo) 

HUI OKINAWA SAYS "MAHALO" 
On behalf of the members of Hui Okinawa, I would like to extend heartfelt thanks 
to all of the participants, visitors, crafters, workers, volunteers- everyone- who 
helped make our August 19 Haari Boat Festival in Hilo a great success. 

The Uchinanchu Spirit was evident throughout the event. The paddlers from 
Okinawa and the Neighbor Islands went home filled with the .Aloha Spirit,-for 
they vowed to come back. 

We are also grateful for the wonderful publicity accorded us by all the media. 
Again everyone, for your support, we say "Mahalo a nui loa, Okage Sarna de, 
Arigato gozairnasu and lppe nihei deebiru." 

' 
- Dorothy Taira, President, Hui Okinawa 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
by Albert H. Miyasato 
President, Hawaii United Okinawa Association 
Member, Club Motobu 

At the final meeting of the Okinawan Festival 
Committee, I counted 34 individuals in rapt atten
tion to reports by each of the 20-plus subcommit
tee chairs. As I listened to these reports, I couldn't 
help but again be amazed at the devotion and 
immeasurable dedication of each person who was 
reporting to the larger committee. 

Co-chairs Jimmy Iha and Cheryl Okuma-Sepe 
should be commended for their acumen in con
ducting the monthly meetings from almost the day 
after last year's Festival ended. The thousands of 
hours of preparation by the hundreds of volun-
teers can hardly be matched by any other non
profit organization in our state. 

This is not the first time this type of intensive, 
concentrated planning has occurred. It is seen 
whenever committees and subcommittees of 
HUOA groups gather. The Festival planning is the 
super-project among many in the HUOA through
out the year. Planning for the following year's 
Festival begins a week or two after the final evalu-
ation in mid-September. 

However, planning for all HUOA activities has 
taken place in a similar, concentrated, systematic 
manner oveF the years. Continuity in dedicated 
planning requires the deep commitment and 
devotion of many HUOA volunteers. 

HUOA activities throughout the year, without 
exception, are quite successful events. The numer
ous performances by dancers, sanshin players and 

GEICO Auto 
Insurance. 
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Dignitaries lead the way to the official opening of the 18th annual Okinawan Festival. From left: United 
Japanese Society of Hawaii President Ken Saiki, Machiko Ogawa, Japanese Consul General Gotaro Ogawa, 
Mayor Jeremy Harris, HUOA President Albert Miyasato, Lt. Gov. Mazie Hirano, Ramona Harris, Festival 
co-chairs Jimmy Iha and Cheryl Okuma-Sepe, and HUOA vice presidents Gladys Tokunaga-Asao and George 
Tamashiro. 

taiko drummers all require careful planning, leav
ing no detail untended beforehand. The several 
craft fairs attract top vendors, not to mention 
hordes of discriminating patrons from throughout 
the community. Our year-round sports program 
involves thousands of members as well as non- 
members; -the list goes on and on. 

None of these just happen on the scheduled day. 
For every day of the event, dozens of days and 
sometimes weeks and months go into planning. 

This year 2000, the centennial of Okinawan immi
gration to Hawaii, is proving to be the ultimate 

test of the grit, solidarity and flexibility of our 
Okinawan spirit since the many centennial cele
bration activities are superimposed upon our· 
already full annual menu. 

From my standpoint as president, I can say with 
confidence that you have more than overcome all 
obstacles over the last eight months. There is no 
reason the remaining four months should not be 
even better as we move toward the concluding 
banquet on December 10, bridging the centuries 
with Uchinanchu Aloha with our keen sense of 
"Okage Sama de" and "Shike Ya Chode." lppe 
nihei deebiru, everyone. 

Congratulating the 
Hawaii United 

OKinawa Association 
on their 

Centennial Celebration. 

Haitai Gusuyo! 
My warmest aloha to the Okinawan community 

''Okage Sama De 2000" 

lppei Nihei Deebiru 

Patsy T. Mink. 
U.S. House of Representatives (D) 

Second Congressional District 

Paid for by the Patsy T. Mink Campaign Committee, John F. Mink, Treasurer 
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FESTIVAL CELEBRATES ''SHIKE YA CHODE'' 
by Jimmy Iha and Cheryl Okuma-Sepe 
Co-chairs, 2000 Okinawan Festival 

The 2000 Okinawan Festival, "Shike Ya Chodee
One World, One People," was a tremendous success! 
The year-long planning by the various Festival subcom
mittee chairs resulted in a world-class event, one that 
will be remembered and talked about for weeks to 
come. Even a week after the Festival, we continue to 
hear raving reviews from people in the community. The 
Festival touched the hearts, souls and minds of the 
Uchinanchu and Uchinanchu-at-heart. 

The Festival provided our community with a 
glimpse of the Okinawan culture, arts, foods and tradi
tions. The dedication and devotion of the thousands of 
volunteers from our HUOA clubs -we estimate as 
many as 4,000-was evident to the Festival audience, 
who greatly appreciated all your efforts. The colorful 
costumes of the performers and the aroma of ono food 
wafting through the park lifted spirits high. The pro
gram, which had been carefully worked on by Program 
Committee chair Randy Kuba and his committee took 
everyone's breath away. 

On Saturday morning, HUOA President Albert 
Miyasato welcomed the crowd to Kapiolani Park. Many 
of the people sitting in front of the newly.completed 
Victorian-style bandstand had brought their own chairs 
and mats. The weather could not have been more per
fect for the Festival. It was hard to not be emotionally 
swept up in all that was happening. By our estimates, a 
record 80,000 people attended the Festival. 

Preparation for the Festival was tremendous: a 
year of planning by the various committees and sub
committees-all in an effort to share and keep alive 
our Okinawan culture. 

A lot of behind-the-scenes preparation work went 
into the Festival, some of it done a few weeks before 
the actual Festival-tasks such as vegetable cutting, 
konbu tying, pig feet burning, tofu cutting, and the 
washing of woks a_nd other equipment. 

Masa Shiroma and his construction crew labQred 
hard to complete our spectacular stage design so that 

· it would be nicely decorated even for the rehearsals. 

We marveled that not a single nail was used to secure 
the frame and yet the pieces fit together so perfectly. It 
was truly a .labor of love that went beyond putting 
together wood and materials. The backdrop was an 
example of art in its highest form. Many park users 
paused to take pictures of this remarkable work .. 

The Festival was the scene of a tearful reunion between Kikue 
Kaneshiro Sensei, her childhood neighbor from Tomigusuku, 
Okinawa-Fumiko Higa (le.ft), and her cousin, Tokiko Oshiro. 
(Karleen Chinen photos) 

Setting up the park for the onslaught of booths 
and people involved tremendous coordination and 
effort Once again this year Victor Yamashiroya and his 
crew stepped up to the plate to handle this logistical · 
nightmare. As the electricians strung their wires, a few 
of them noted that this year's Festival seemed.to require 
more supplies. Others noted that there were more tents 
this year-definite signs that our Okinawan Festival had 
grown even in one year. For days prior to the event, as 
well as during and after the Festival, Victor met each 
challenge with patience and perseverance. 

Two days before the Festival, HUOA President "Doc 
Al" joined us for a 6 a.m. interview on KITV's "Good · 
Morning Hawaii" with host/anchor Jill Kuramoto. The 
weeks of hard-hitting publicity on KZOO radio, in our 
Uchinanchu newsletter, our TV spot, our Ala Moana 
Shopping Center promotional performance, through our 
attractive posters, and by word-of-mouth all paid off. 

The week leading up to the festival was especially 
busy as we greeted our guests from Okinawa. Much of 

It's Time PLEASE 
that was handled by Doc 
Al and others. Three 
charter flights came in 
the week of the festival 
to be a part of our 
Festival during this, the 
centennial of Okinawan 

On 
Sept. 23, 2000 .. immigration to Hawaii. 

VOTE 
for 

Alex M. SONSON 

The first charter flight 
brought the Okinawan 
Boys and Girls Club and 
Okudaira Jun Children's 
Chorus. That afternoon, 
Okudaira brought his 
chorus of children to the 
bandstand for a short 
rehearsal 

"It's time we send Alex to the State 
Legislature". 

Every evening there
after, the bandstand was 
used by both the Hawai'i 
and Okinawa performers 
rehearsing their num-

... Goro Arakawa 
Paid for by Friends of AlexM. Sonson 94-210 Pupukahi St.. Suite #204 Waipahu.111 96797 

Chairman: Rodney Yoshida 
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bers. The rehearsals were so professional that passers-
by stopped to enjoy and snap a few pictures. The brief 
preview, we're sure, brought many of them back for the 
real show during the weekend. 

Like the true professionals they are, all of the per-
. formers arrived way before their scheduled perform
ance time to_ready themselves. The Program 
Committee did an outstanding job of keeping what 
was a very full program pretty much on schedule. You 
may have noticed that this year's Festival program 
began earlier so that everyone would have an opportu
nity to perform-much to the delight of the audience. 
Mahalo to our Okinawa visitors and to our many local 
performers-the backbone of our cultural communi
ty-for sharing their talents with all of us. 

On Saturday, the opening day of the Festival, a col
orful parade down the carriage path led the way to the 
formal opening ceremonies. Leading the parade were 
HUOA President Albert Miyasato and his officers , Lt. 
Gov. Mazie Hirono, Mayor Jeremy Harris and wife 
Ramona, Japanese Consul General Gotaro Ogawa and 
wife Machiko and United Japanese Society of Hawaii 
President Ken Saiki. They were followed by the ener-

Ginowan Shijin Kai member Michelle Ogimi and Ginowan native 
Shige Shiramizu, a professor at Musashi University in Tokyo, "drop" 
andagi at the Festival. 

getic members of the Paranku Club of Hawaii (Violet 
Ogawa Sensei) and representatives of the HUOA's 51 
member clubs-each proudly carrying their respective 
club banner-along with the students and chaperones 
who participated in this past summer's Kin Town 
"Voyage of Rediscovery" sail aboard the Nippon Maru. 

The· "Celebrity Kachashi" highlighted the fancy 
footwork of some of our favorite news reporters and · 
anchors and radio personalities, among them KITV's Jill 
Kuramoto, KGMB's Jonathan Masaki, Stacy Low and 
Kuualoha Taylor, KHNL News B's Barbara Wallace, 
FMl00's Devon Nekoba, and KZOO's Michael Nakama, 
Kazusa Flanagan and Danny Oshita. 

They were joined by such "good sports" as 
Japanese Consul General Gotaro Ogawa and City 
Corporation Counsel David Arakawa, as well as a few of 

DENNIS M: HOE 
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Honolulu, HI. 96826 , 
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our elected officials: Lt. Gov. Mazie Hirono, Mayor 
Jeremy Harris, state Sen. Bob Nakata, state Reps. 
Dennis Arakaki and Lei Ahu Isa. 

Our hats off to the volunteers who worked the 
food booths, virtually non-stop. As usual, the andagi 
booth had what seemed like an endless line. Other 

Jake and Bruce Shimabukuro wowed the Festival crowd with their 
ukulele wizardry. 

foods featured were the pig's feet soup, yaki soba, 
Okinawan soba, Okinawan plate, Okidog, Hawaiian 
plate, chicken plate, andadog, and Howard Higa's pop
ular nmu muchi. The sh.ave ice was a popular way to 
cool down in the hot weather. 

By Saturday afternoon, it was evident that we 
\3/0uld have to order more food to feed Sunday's crowd. 
Food Committee chair George Tamashiro's estimates 
were right on the mark; we had just enough food left to 
feed our Monday break-down and clean up volunteers .. 

Barely visible, but so vital to our Festival were the 
unsung heroes who work so hard at Jefferson School, 
washing and cooking the rice, preparing and mixing 
the andagi and nmu muchi batter, and washing and 
drying pots and pans throughout the Festival, along 
with those who shuttled the food to the park. We 
couldn't do without them. The Food Committee 
worked well with Keith Kaneshiro's Manpower 
Committee. 

The shuttle from Kapiolani Community College to 
Kapiolani Park was a tremendous success, thanks to 
chair Jon ltomur.a and the members of Young 
Okinawans of Hawaii. The shuttle ride was even more 
enjoyable with the scenic route it traveled: around 
Diamond Head to Kapiolani Park-something you 
could-only enjoy if you were on a shuttle. We caught 
the shuttle to KCC from the park and back with Doc Al. 
It was a no-stress eight-minute ride, including a short wait . 

Saturday night's bon dance, directed by Grant 
"Sandaa" Murata Sensei, was spectacular! It began at 
6:30 and _ran nonstop for the next three hours. Although 

A young visitor to the Hui O Laulima cultural tent watches intently 
as calligraphy student Carrie Miyasato writes a name in kanji. 

the day's program ran late, it was well worth the wait, 
as we watched the performers from Okinawa teach all 
of us several bon dance numbers. It was standing room 
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only, as people danced around our dragon "yagura," 
which had been erected the day before. From the steps 
of the bandstand, it was breathtaking to watch the sea 
of dancers-dancers whose ancestors came from all 
over Japan, not just Okinawa, and elsewhere-joining 
with us in this ritual honoring the spirits of all our 
departed loved ones. 

What is truly amazing about the Hawaii United 
Okinawa Association's annual Okinawan Festival is that 
it attracts both local people and friends and relatives 

Grant "Sandaa" Murata Sensei and his Afuso-ryu Gensei Kai -
Hawaii Shibu students delighted the audience. 

from faraway places as well as non-Okinawans. We had 
the pleasure of meeting and talking with people who 
came from other places, people who had traveled long 
and far to join us especially for the Festival. Hence, 
we could not have had a more appropriate theme. We 
are truly "One World, One People." As the 18th annual 
Okinawan Festival came to a close with a beautiful sun
set off Waikiki, it gave us a chance to reflect on how 
rewarding it was to work with all of you. It was a pleas
ure to have served as your co-chairs for this 18th 
Okinawan Festival. Ippe Nihei Deebiru! 

have always admired the Uchinanchu community's ability to 
come together-Okinawans and Okinawans-at-heart-for 

a common and greater good. Together as one, you have 
accomplished so much to honor the memory of your immigrant 

parents and grandparents, to provide for your families and serve our 
community, and to plant the seeds for our children's future. Your 

vision has made Hawaii a better place to live.. I think that is why I 
have always felt a special kinship with the .lJchinanchu community. 

We share a similar vision in City government. We have had many 
minds and many hands working together to make· our City a better 

place for all of our residents and for the people who visit our shores 
from all over the world. 

I would like to continue the work to improve the quality of life in 
our City. I think we've done a good job. but there's much more 

we want to do-- and can do with your help. Ramona and I humbly 
ask for your support on September 23rd. 

Paid for by: The Harris Campaign Committee P.O. Box 2000 Honolulu, Hawaii 96805-9985 
Co-chairs: Lex Brodie, Audrey Hidano and Rick Tsujimura Treasurer: Roger K.S. Liu 
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I<IN TOWN "VOYAGE OF REDISCOVERY": A VOYAGE TO REMEMBER 
by Karen Takushi Shishido 
Member, State of Hawai'i Okinawan Centennial 
Celebration Commission 

Like the movie, "An Affair to Remember," the 
recent Kin Cho "Voyage of Rediscovery" was 
indeed just that-a voyage to remember! 
Thirty-seven students from Hawai'i, eight 
teacher/chaperones, three media/video repre
sentatives, an HUOA official, two legislators · 
and I flew from Honolulu to Okinawa on July 1, 
courtesy of the township of Kin and the 
Okinawa Prefectural Government. The Hawai'i 
entourage joined 400 students and leaders 
from Okinawa and set off from Motobu Bay, 
Okinawa on the cruise ship, Nippon Maru, for a 
nine-day voyage to Hawai'i. Three years in the 
planning, the Kin Rediscovery Voyage recreated 
the route of the first Okinawan immigrants in 
1900 from Okinawa to Hawai'i. The 1900 voy
age, which totaled 18 days on rough seas, 
however,. was accomplished on a small 
steamship with no amenities like we had. 

Along with a grand-scale official send-off at 
Motobu Bay, we were unfortunately caught up 
in a visiting typhoon and had to return to port 
for four hours. The typhoon made the first two 
days at sea very rough with many of us too 

dance), karaoke, chigirie (rice paper cutout draw), 
nanchu soran (karate dance), and all types of 
sports and exercise. I participated in many of 
these events and even did a chigirie drawing 
which is now a part of my wall memorabilia. I also 

sick to get out ofbed. But, it seems that every
thing happens for a reason - the rough seas 
had everyone bonding and helping one anoth
er out. Kin Mayor Katsuhiro Yoshida is a great, 
gracious and visionary leader- he roved 
through the ship's aisles with comforting words 
and offering assistance. Putting the two rough 
days aside, the planned activities were put into 

KZOO Radio personality Keiko Ura and Okinawan Centennial 
Commission member Karen Shishido wave to .friends while waiting 
to disembark from the Nippon Maru at Honolulu Harbor. 

high gear. Of course, the first movie to be shown 
on board was, appropriately, "Titanic." 

The students (Okinawa and Hawai'i mixed together) 
were assigned to 24 different groups with study 
sessions and cultural programs. Flags were creat
ed and painted as part of a group project with the 
students brainstorming to interpret the voyage 
theme- all 24 flags were beautifully and uniquely 
depicted. Sessions and classes were offered in 
Japanese calligraphy, traditional Ryukyu dance, · 
karate, taiko (drums), storytelling, shishimai (lion 

had my family crest done up in a calligraphy scroll 
which shall also be treasured . As an exchange of
cultures, the Hawai'i delegation held sessions in ti 
leaf and yarn leis, and making of raffia necklaces 
and bracelets. One ship day focused on "Sports 
Fest Games" and after passing Midway lsla.nd, 
everyone gathered on deck for a peace memorial 
ceremony which was serene, but uplifting. 

The meals were indescribable with a total of 20 
chefs never repeating a single entree. It is inter
esting to note that 98 percent of the food pre
pared is steamed as they do not believe in frying. 
One of the dinners was done as a lesson in table 
manners for the students, but some of us adults 

On September 2·3 rd Elect 

City Council District 8 
Give me the opportunity to make Family Values, Family 
Safety and Family Service a priority at the City Council. 

learned a thing or two. 

A daily newspaper was printed and distributed on 
board, showing the sessions for the day, as well as 
interviews-everyon,e was encouraged to submit 

articles. Radio KZOO announcer Keiko Ura 
broadcasted live from the ship daily to 
Okinawa and Hawai'i - it was a task just to 
figure out the different time zones: Okinawa, 
Hawai'i and boat time.

Peace Boat people (20 of them) were also on 
board to promote goodwill and fellowship. 
They tutored students and produced a final 
ship night show which included a fashion and 
talent portion. Our Hawai'i kids did a bang-up 
job with their modeling, singing, dancing and 
hula- we were all so proud. 

At 5:30 a.m., Saturday, July 15, 2000, we spot
ted land- what a magnificent sight! The 
Honolulu Fire Department welcomed the 
Nippon Maru offshore with its brilliant water 
show; a helicopter flower drop; the Royal 
Hawaiian Band; friends and relatives-home, 
sweet home. 

How do you measure the success of a pro
gram or project? I, myself, learned that lan
guage is not a barrier, but a motivator; that 
music and art is common ground; that friend
ship and love are international; that curiosity 
creates communication; that children every
where have the same hopes, dreams and 

expectations; and that peace is for all! With all of 
this learned, the Kin Town "Voyage of Rediscovery" 
was certainly a huge success-a voyage of a life-· 
time! 

My dad, Tokuichi "Dynamite" Takushi, led the first 
Army goodwill "goat brigade'' mission to Okinawa 
after the devastation of World War II and I am 
sure he was proudly looking down on me as I 
experienced this historical voyage. I am grateful 
to my ancestors and proud of my Okinawan her
itage! Thank youJor the honor of letting me rep
resent the State of Hawaii Okinawan Centennial 
Celebration Commission. lppe Nihei Deebiru! 

JUST IN! 

MICHAEL ABE AND 

ERIC WADA vs. HUOA 

Let's work together to putyour Family First! 

"Richard Nono is the best candidate for City Council (District 8). 
He served on the Neighborhood Board for three consecutive 
terms and worked for six years as staff on the City Council, address
ing concerns in Aiea, Pearl City and Waipahu. Richard Nono is a 
leader who cares about our families and the Okinawan community." 

Vote for me this September 23rd for 
the experience, dedication and 

willingness to work hard to make 
Aiea. Halawa Pearl City 

Judge Eden Hifo of the First 
Circuit Court in Honolulu grant
ed a motion for summary judg
ment in favor of HUOA and the 
defendants (Randy Kuba, Dexter 
Teruya, Betty Higa, Barbara Kuba, 
Bob Mayeshiro and Pamela 
Tamashiro) on September 11, 
2000. She ruled that there was 
no material issue of fact, and
that the defendants were enti
tled to judgment in their favor 
on all claims brought against 
them by Michael Abe and Eric 
Wada. Details to come in the 
October issue of Uchinanchu .

Wayne Arakaki 
President of Zypher Insurnace 
Former President of Hui Makaala 

and Waipahu a great place to live. 

Paid for by Friends of Richard Nono 
P.O. Box 1558, Aiea Hawaii 96701 

Phone: 486-6473 
www.richnono.com 

FAMILY VALUES FAMILY SAFETY FAMILY SERVICE 
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"NABB/E'S LOVE" TO SHOW 
The Honolulu Academy of Arts will 
host the Hawai'i premiere of "Nabbie's 

AT ACADE.MY OF ARTS the beach, where she sees Nabbie and 

Love," a bittersweet love story set on Aguni· Island in southern Okinawa. 
The 1999 film by director Yuji Nakae will be shown in the Academy Theatre, 
October 5, 6, 7 and 9 at 7:30 p.m., and at 4 p.m. on Oct. 8. Originally from 
Kyoto, Nakae settled in Okinawa while a student at the University of the 
Ryukyus in the late 1980s. 

The 90-minute film with English subtitles 
opens with Nanako returning to the 
home of her grandparents, Keitatsu and 
Nabbie, after quitting her job in Tokyo. 
While on the boat to the island, Nanako 
notices a man, whose name she learns is 
SunRa, standing at the bow. 

One day after settling in, Nanako sees her 
grandmother·Nabbie and SunRa hugging 
each other. It is a hug that seems to indi
cate a great attraction and intense feel
ings for each other. That exchange of feel
ings marks the start of a love affair that 
influences all of the people of the island. 

Rumors about Nabbie and SunRa begin 
to spread. Because Nabbie comes·from 
an established and respected island family, 

A scene from "Nabbie's Love." 

her relatives decide that they must meet and dissolve this relationship. They 
even call Yuta, the prophetess, who is considered one of the rulers on the 
island. She insists that SunRa be banished from the island. Nabbie pleads 
with them not to do that. At the end of the meeting, Nabbie is told to never 
see SunRa again. 

Confused by all that is going on around her, Nanako learns from her grandfa
ther, Keitatsu, about the love affair between Nabbie and SunRa that has last
ed 60 years. Nabbie and SunRa were young when they fell in love with each 
other. Because of her family's position on the island, however, they were 

· never allowed to marry-and SunRa was forced to move away. 

Much to her family's approval, Nabbie later married Keitatsu. "I was almost 
starting to believe that SunRa would never show up again in front of 
Nabbie," Keitatsu tells Nanako. 

But Nabbie had never forgotten SunRa. In fact, she had been writing to him, 
every year, after the annual Bull Festival. 

One day, after taking lunch to her grandfather and his friend, Nanako 
returns home to find her grandmother gone. An eerie feeling draws her to 

PRESERVING OUR LEGACY 
Donations received between-August 1 and August 31, 2000 

lppe nihei deebiru to the following individuals for their generous · 
contributions that were received during the month of August. Your 
support for the Hawaii Okinawa Center's "Preserving Our Legacy" 
campaign is greatly appreciated. 

SILVER ($500 to $999) 
Hideo Nakamine - In Memory of the lssei 

BRONZE ($250 to $499) 
In Memory of Sam Kame & Oto Shimabuku 

CONTRIBUTOR ($100 to $249) 
Ray & Mabel Nakasone 

FRIEND ($25 to $49) 
Eugene & Lorna Shiroma 

SunRa in a small boat headed out to the 
deep ocean. Nanako tries to catch up to them, but cannot. It is almost as if 
her grandmother is telling her stay away. Nanako understands and waves 
good-bye. 

The boat carrying Nabbie and her love, SunRa, suddenly disappears into the 
glistening waves. Knowing her grand
mother's strong will, Nanako understands 
for the first time Nabbie's will and 
courage to listen to her heart. 

The Okinawan folk music featured in 
"Nabbie's Love," was performed by some 
of the best Okinawan· folk and classical 
musicians and singers living on Aguni 
Island. They not only played the music, 
but were cast as actors in the film. One 
of those playing dual roles as musician 
and actor was Rinshou Kadekaru, recog
nized as a great anecdotal singer. 
Kadekaru passed away a month before 
"Nabbie's Love," was released last October. 

The film's theme song was composed by 
Michael Nyman and is performed by Nyman and Seijin Noborikawa, who some 
consider the best Okinawan folk musician. Nyman visited Aguni Island, where 
the film was shot, and developed a close relationship with Noborikawa. 

The cast includes: Naomi Nishida, Tomi Taira, Seijin Noborikawa, Jun Murakami, 
Ashley Macisaac, Rinshou Kadekaru, Yukichi Yamazato and Misako Oshiro. 
"Nabbie's Love," was highly praised at a Berlin film festival, notes Academy 
film curator Don Brown. 

. 
Tickets for "Nabbie's Love," are $5 - $3 for Academy members, senior citizens 
and students. 

A Celebration of Aloha 
The sights, sounds, aromas and flavors of 
the Okinawan Festival are a spectacular 
reminder of the beauty and diversity of 
Hawai'i. Although the work of Congress 
keeps me in Washington, D.C. far longer 
than I might like, I need not be remind
ed why and for whom I labor. I am 
honored to represent you and the state 
of Hawai'i in Congress. 

It was a pleasure to have met so many 
active Uchinanchu at the Festival. Far 

greater than the food and entertain
ment, it is your spirit that inspires others 
to make Hawai'i a better place. For 
more than one great weekend celebra-

1 
tion, and beyond this special centennial 
year, I am qualified and committed to 
fight for: economic benefits, educational 
resources, improved health care, and a 
better quality of life for everyone 

Mahalo, 



'. 

September - October 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
Sept. 18: HUOA Board of Directors mtg. 

Sept. 19: 

Sept. 20: 

Sept. 25: 

Sept. 26: 

Sept. 26: 

Oct. 2: 

7 p.m. @ HOC (Legacy Ballroom) 

Okinawan Festival wrap-up mtg. 7 p.m. 
@ HOC (Higa Bldg.) 

Uchinaaguchi class. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Bldg.) 

HUOA Administration Cmte. mtg. 
7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Bldg.) 

HUOA 50th Anniversary Storytelling ·mtg. 
7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Bldg.) 

HUOA Karaoke Club. 
6:30 p.m. @ HOC (Legacy Ballroom) 

HUOA 50th Anniversary planning mtg. 
7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Bldg.) 

Oct. 3: HUOA Study Tour orientation mtg. 
6:30 p.m. @ HOC (Legacy Ballroom) 

Oct. 5-10: "Nabbie's Love," a bittersweet love story set 
in Aguni Island in Okinawa. 
@ the Honolulu Academy of Arts Theatre 
(see page 7 for details). Admission. 

Oct. 10: HUOA Executive Committee mtg. 
7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Bldg.) 

Oct. 11: Ikebana class. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Bldg.) 

Oct. 18: Uchinaaguchf class. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Bldg.) 

Oct. 21: "Yonaguni Shonganee" performance. 
1 p.m. @ HOC (Legacy Ballroom). 
Admission: $10 ($15 at the door). Aloha anp 
Mahalo Party to follow at about 5 p.m. 
Admission: $15. 

Oct. 22: "Ukaji Deebiru .. . Because ofYou" 
Hui Makaala-Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association Scholarship Fashion Show. 
11 :30 a.m. (boutique opens at 9 a.m.) 

Oct. 23: 

Oct. 31: 

@ Sheraton Waikiki Hotel, Hawaii Ballroom. 
Admission: $50. Call Karen Shishido, 523-4500. 

HUOA Administration Cmte. mtg. 
7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Bldg.) 

HUOA Karaoke Club. 
6:30 p.m. @ HOC (Legacy Ballroom) 

_, 
Planning forHUOA's 2001

:instaIJation banquet is con-
tinuing with the "Uchinanchu 
of the Year" program. Chatan 
Sonjin Kai member Jimmy 
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Gov. Ben Cayetano shows off the.first Okinawan 
Centennial Celebration silver coin. 

GOV. CAYETANO 
MINTS FIRST 
OKINAWAN 
CENTENNIAL COIN 

With the push•of a button, Gov. 
Ben Cayetano struck the first limit
ed edition Okinawan Centennial 
Celebration commemorative coin 
last month at the Royal Hawaiian 

Since that "first strike" just a 
month ago, more than 700 silver 
coins have been sold-and about 
25 orders have been placed for the 
"extremely Umited edition" gold 
coins priced at $550 each. 

The Governor congratulated the 
Okinawan Centennial Celebration 

Committee and Coin Committee chair Thomas Toma for the project, noting that 
the minting of the coin is just one of many events being held to commemorate 
the centennial of Okinawan immigration to Hawai'i. 

"It is fitting that one side of the coin feature Kyuzo Toyama," said Cayetano, 
noting that Toyama was responsible for sending the first group of Okinawan 
immigrants to Hawai'i in December 1899. Those 26 men arrived in Honolulu on 
January 8, 1900. 

"The Okinawans symbolize many groups in Hawai'i who went on to take on 
meaningful roles in the community," said Cayetano. 

"It's easy to be Okinawan-at-heart-and it's a pleasure for this Filipino boy to 
be a part of this event." 

After minting the first coin, he presented it to Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association President Albert Miyasato. 

The commemorative coin recognizes the perseverance and achievements of 
the Okinawan issei. The opposite side of the coin features a view of the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center in Waipio Gentry, which was dedicated 10 years ago, on the 
90th anniversary of Okinawan immigration to Hawai'i. The images featured on 
the coin are the work of Hawai'i Uchinanchu artist Wayne Takazono. 

Sales have been brisk, with many people purchasing the coins at the recently 
held Okinawan Festival. Toma encourages those wishing to buy the coin to send 
in their· orders to the Hawaii Okinawa Center as soon as possible. Due to popu
lar demand, the special pre-minting prices are being extended through October 
31, after which they will increase. The $35 silver coin comes with a certificate 
of authenticity and a case. It is also available in a koa veneer case for $42.50, 
which comes with a certificate of authenticity. The double coin set, which 
allows the owner to see both sides of the coin,.sells for $80; The informational 
brochure/order form is available at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. 

The keepsake coins are a fund raising project of the State of Hawai'i's 
Okinawan Centennial Celebration Commission, which the Governor created 
in 1999 at the request of the Hawai'i State Legislature 

Iha will be installed as HUOA 
president duringtheJah. 20 
program at the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center. Iha is also a 
member ofWahiawa Kyoyu 
Kai. Tickets for the 5:30 p.m.
event are $30 and will soon 
be distributed to member 
clubs. 

The "Uchinanchu of the 
Year" program recognizes 
the contributions of their 
members to their respecti 
club, HUOA and the com 

Featuring creative menus ranging from Hawaiian & Local-Style 

foods to Exquisite Prime Rib Buffets, the professional staff at A 

Catered Experience will make your event one that will leave lasting 

impressions for you and your guests. We work with your needs and 

budget in mind to create a menu that is perfect for your event. 

nity at large. Club 
represen 

submit a 

As the exclusive caterers to The Legacy Ballroom at the Hawaii 

Okinawa Center. we have the perfect setting for special occasions. 

We will go where you need us to be and are available for: 

On-site Delivery 

• Company Picnics 

• Meetings 

Birthday Parties 

If you are looking for value, great food & service call 

Graduations 

• Baby Showers 

• Any event with 

food! 

A ·Catered Experience at_677-7744. 




