




1998 President, Pamela Tamashiro 
Hawaii United Okinawa Association 

HUOA President's Message 

C 
ime and tide wait for no one! It has already been three months since 
I was installed as the 1998 HUOA President. During this short 
period, I have learned much more about the Uchinanchu spirit and 
the pride which binds our community together. I have learned and 
experienced first hand how Y uimaaruu exists all the way down to 

the fourth and even fifth generations. Each day, I am prouder to be Uchinanchu 
and feel a deep sense of Okage sama to Uchinanchus and Uchinanchus-at-heart! 

In February, I took a delegation of five people on the annual Aisatsu trip 
to Okinawa. The group consisted of Lillian Takata, HUOA President-Elect; Dr. 
Albert Miyasato, HUOA Advisor; Kiyoshi Kinjo, HUOA Cultural Advisor, and 
Gary Honda, HUOA Executive Director. I chose these individuals because I 
had several objectives in mind. One of the objectives was to introduce our 
Executive Director to our Okinawan friends. Another was to meet with the "su­
per sensei" and inform them about the need for long term planning as our current 
catering contract requires us to reserve the Teruya Pavilion well in advance. I also 
wanted to let our Okinawan friends know about the plans that are beginning to 
develop to celebrate the 100th year of Okinawan immigration to Hawaii and I 
wanted to ask for their support and encouragement. Finally, I wanted to intro­
duce Lillian Takata, the President-Elect. The prospect of two women presidents 
in a row was somewhat of a surprise for most people in Okinawa and the term 
josei (women) power was coined. 

We learned that our five-member delegation created quite an impression 
in Okinawa as it sent a message of the importance HUOA placed on our relation­
ship with Okinawa. The media reported very favorably about our mission. We 
le.;u-ned from several people that our objectives had been achieved. 

Upon our return, the HUOA office was thrust into assisting with the ex­
ecution of the Okinawa - Hawaii Bridge to the 21st Century--Okinawa Product,, 
Tourism and Cultural Fair. The fair was built around the sister city relationship 
between Naha City and the City and County of Honolulu. Initially, we were 
concerned about the attendance at this fair but, as it turned out, we had no cause 
for concern. It is estimated that over the two days, as many as 20,000 people 
attended. Not only were most of the products sold out by the close of the fair, but 
every dance performance was very well attended. Through Yuimaaru, the 
Okinawan community came to support the fair and made it a tremendous success. 
We have been receiving numerous thank you letters from Naha City and the City 
and County of Honolulu. We would like to thank everyone for making it a major 
success. Okage sama de. . 

On Sunday, March 22, 1998, HUOA participated in a parade held in 
connection with the Okinawa-Hawaii, A Bridge to the 21st Century. There was a 
tremendous turnout and all the club flags were carried proudly. It was a very good 
parade and further impressed our Okinawan friends. Thanks to Dexter Teruya 
who chaired the HUOA committee to assist with the fair and parade. Thanks also 
to all of you for making it happen. Ippe Nihei Debiru! 

With little rest, we moved from the fair directly to the March I, Oshiro 
· Mitsuko Hawaii Concert at HOC. It was Oshiro Sensei' s first Hawaii perfor­

mance in more than 40 years. Oshiro Sensei and her group put on a wonderful 
performance and everyone had a great time. Sensei was very extremely pleased 
with the turnout and the warmth of the audience. At the airport, she wanted to 
make sure that everyone knew how much she appreciated our hospitality. Pro­
gram chair Thelma Lam and her committee made me realiz.e again that Yuimaaruu 
is really alive and well! Thank you for making the performance such a success. 

· On March 15, we participated in the second parade in less than a month. 
We needed marchers for the Honolulu Festival Parade and you came through 
again. Thank you to the ladies of Paranku Clubs of Hawaii, the docents and the 
banner holders and especially to Victor Y amashiroya and Rodney Kohagura who 
co-chaired the parade committee. The hamburgers and fillet-of-fish tasted real 
good at the end of the march. The students from the Naha Commercial High 
School study tour enjoyed themselves as they helped carry club banners. 
Y uimaaruu is alive and well even among the young people of Okinawa. 

In March, two student exchange programs with Okinawa occurred simul­
taneously. One was the DOE's Hawaii- Okinawa Student Exchange Program 
and the other is the Naha Commercial High School Program. Both of these 
programs required a lot of assistance from HUOA. Through Yuimaaruu, the ex­
change were successful. The Naha Commercial High School group had its Aloha 
Party after the parade on March 15 and through the many tears shed by the 
students, it was obvious that their short two-night homestay touched their hearts. 
Alice and Larry Morisako did a fantastic job in planning the visit and in recruiting 
very special families to host the students. HUOA sends you oceans oflove and 
appreciation. 
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The DOE Student Exchange Program came to an end on March 20. 
After almost three weeks in Hawaii, the students left after learning about the cul­
ture and people of Hawaii. The success of this program was due to a number of 
people who wore two hats. Jane Serikaku and Stan Seki, who are both with 
DOE and belong to HUOA member clubs, provided leadership for this exchange. 
They worked along with Terrance Tomori, Calvin Nakama, Wes Waniya and. 
Miles Kaneshiro to ensure that the Oahu program went well. Hui Okinawa took 
care of the students when they visited the Big Island. To all, my sincere Ippe 
Nihei Debiru for a job well done. 

I chose the theme of "Y uimaaruu - Defining the Uchinanchu Spirit in 
Hawaii, Past, Present and Future," because I found how important this feeling is 
to our community. But, as the months and days go by, I am finding that along with 
Yuimaaru is the sense of Okage sama de that never leaves me. You-- the mem­
bers ofHUOA, Uchinanchus and Uchinanchus-at-heart --have worked tirelessly 
and enthusiastically to build the sense of pride that the Okinawan community in · 
Hawaii feels today. I am a beneficiary of that sense of pride. So I close this 
message with a deeper appreciation for all that you have done. Jppe Nihei Debiro 
Okage Sama De. 

LITIGA TIONupdate 
This is to inform you that on February 13, 1998, Judge Kevin S. C. Chang 

issued a minute order in response to the Motion for Clarification of the Order filed 
on January 5, 1998, by Peggy Leong, Esq., attorney fo~ Defendants Randall Kuba, 
Dexter Teruya, Stanley Takamine, HUOA and HOC (hereinafter"Defendants"). 
A minute order is a brief summary of the court's decision on the motions and 
issues presented before it. 

In the minute order, Judge Chang granted in part and denied in part the 
Defendants' Motion. In summary, the Court held as follows: 

1. With respect to Count I (Defamation: January 5, 1996 letter from Takamine 
to tl_le Chief Instructor and Head of the Tamagusuku Ryu School of Dance 
in Okinawa), the Court found that the letter is not capable ofbeing defa­
matory and dismissed the Plaintiffs' claim for defamation. Because counts 
II, III, IV and V of the first amended complaint, or any parts thereof, 
presented claims based on the alleged defamatory content of the January 
.5, 1996 letter,-the Court dismissed these claims with prejudice. A dis­
missal with prejudice means that the Plaintiffs allegations are not action­
able against the Defendants now or in the future. Counts I -V have been 
dismissed from the lawsuit forever. 

2. The Court denied the balance of the Defendants' Motion for Clarification 
and upheld the December 30, 1997, Minute Order on the Defendants' 
Motion for Judgment on the Pleadings .. This means that: 

The Defendants' Motion for Judgment on the Pleadings was 4e­
nied with i:egards to R. Kuba' s alleged defamatory statement to 
the Honolulu Police Department and the May 31, 1996, letter 
from R. Kuba and D. Teruya to Warren Oda. But "denial is 
without prejudice to the filing, if any, of a motion for summary 
judgment or motions for partial summary judgment." Therefore, 
the Defendants can file a Motion for Summary Judgment in order 
to have these allegations dismissed. 

................. 
SPECIAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

AND THE SUBPOENA Ducus TECUM 

On February 13th, a Subpoena Ducus Tecum was served on the HUOA 
Custodian of Records by the Prosecuting Attorney's Office. This subpoena re­
quired that all records pertaining to the Wil Hokama incident be turned over to the 
Prosecuting Attorney by March 13, 1998. 

A special Board of Directors meeting was called on March 11, 1998, to 
discuss the implications of the subpoena, actions that the Board needed to take to 
protect the interests of the HUOA, and to approve and allocate funds to hire 
Colleen Sakurai, Esq. to assist the HUOA in this matter. Ms. Sakurai was the 
HUOA attorney who handled the Wil Hokama matter. 

Ms. Sakurai attended the meeting to provide a historical overview of the 
Wil Hokama matter and explain the current situation. The Board discussed the 
issue and overwhelmingly voted not to pursue any criminal charges now or in the 
future against Wil Hokama as well as to approve and allocate funds for the hiring 
of Ms. Sakurai. The Board was satisfied and reaffirmed the 1996 Board's deci­
sion to accept the confidentiality settlement. A resolution stating HUOA's posi­
tion was forwarded to the City Prosecuting Attorney's Office. On Thursday, 
March 19th, 1998, the Honolulu Star-Bulletin reported that Prosecuting Attorney 
Peter Carlisle had decided not to pursue any criminal charges ag$lst Wil Hokama 
because of the reluctance ofHUOA officials to press charges. 

Also at the special meeting, Peggy Jenkins-Leong, Esq. informed the Board 
of the current status of the litigation ( see Litigation Update) which was followed 
by a question and answer period. 



Kanegusuku Sonjin Kai News 
Kanegusuku SQnjin Kai celebrated its 72nd Shinnen Enkai at Victoria Inn 

on February 22nd with 125 people in attendance. The program consisted of 
balloon sculpturing by Kento ofHawaiian Flying Balloons; entertainment by Ha­
waii Taiko Kai; line dances by Shizue Shingaki, Carol Shimabukuro and their 
instructor; and OkinawJUl music and dances by Grant Murata's Sansei Minyo 
Kenkyu Kai. MC was Masuo Kino. Lucky number drawing for the door prizes 
included a20-inch Panasonic Stereo TV, won by Alice Kino; a Panasonic CD 
Portable. System for Phyllis Ota, and a RCA VCR to Muriel Kaneshiro. Thank 
you to the 23 Kanegusuku volunteers who helped clean the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center on Sunday, March 8th from 8 am to noon. Kanegusuku Golf Club's 3rd 

tournament on March 1st was won by Tommy Kawamura with a net 68. Tommy 
leads the 36-hole tourney heading to the final 18-holes by 6 strokes on April 12th 
at Pearl Country Club. 

Kanegusuku' s banner was carried by Henry Nagamine at the Honolulu 
Festival Parade from Fort DeRussy to Kapiolani Park on Sunday, March 15th . 

· The parade was followed by an After Parade Party sponsored by JTB at the 
Sheraton Waikiki Hotel. 

. . 

Hui Okinawa 
Hui Okinawa celebrated the 1998 Kajimaya and Shinnen Enkai on Sat­

urday, February 21st, in the Balberde Building in the Kanoelehua Industrial Area. 
Hohored at this event was Kajimaya birthday member Mr. Hoichi Higa of 

Hilo. Also recognized were I 06 Koreisha, or members who are 80 years old and 
older. 

The program consisted of: . 
~ Installation of 1998 officers, President, Milton Yafuso; 1st Vice Presi­

dent, Merle T omori; 2nd Vice President, Andrew Gushiken; Secretary, Christine 
Okuhama; Treasurer, Alben Namihara by HUOA President-Elect Lillian Takata. 

~ Messages from outgoing and incoming Presidents, Conrad Hokama 
and Milton Yafuso, respectively. 

~ Special entertainment was provided by Darin T okuo Miyashiro, of 
Honolulu, who played the koto; a hula number by the Young Okinawans of Ha­
waii from Honolulu; Earl Ikeda' s Kin Ryosho Dance Academy of Hilo; and the 
paranku and eisa dancers ofHilo. 

General Chair Merrill Kanna prepared an all "Uchinanchu" menu which 
was enjoyed by everyone. 

Okinawan Genealogical Society of Hawaii --
The Society welcomes anyone who is interested in perusing his/her an­

cestral roots and at the same time learn about Okinawan history and culture. The 
monthly membership meetings will normally be held on the 3rd Saturday of each 
month from 9 am to 12 noon at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. We have close to 75 
members. The society has invited many interesting speakers in the past. They 
have included: James Gay, the only certified professional genealogist in Hawaii; 
Sam and Daphne Lowe, who served 2 years at the Salt Lake City Family History 
Center; Kenichi Ota, curator of cultural artifacts at the Okinawa Prefectural 
Museum; and Nobukatsu Okano, a graduate student at UH Manoa from Japan, 
who led a discussion on uji (family lineage) and munchu (family clan) with Kenichi 
Ota. This year the-Society will be participating in Hui Alu's May 3rd , Kauai 
Okinawan Dance Festival. 

Congratulations to this year's officers: Nobu Takeno, President; Rodney 
Kohagura, Vice President; Ronald Miyashiro, Secretary; and Nancy Yogi, Trea­
surer. Advisors and committee chairpe~sons are: Henry Isara and John Tasato, 
Advisors; Bessie Nitahara, Alice and Larry Morisak~, Aloha committee; Nancy 
Tome and Myrna Nishihara, Archives committee; Nancy Lee and Rodney 
Kohagura, Nominations and By-Laws committee; Kay Yamada and Rodney 
Kohagura, Program committee; and Dorothy Chee, Refreshment committee. 

Okinawa City Goeku Son 
~ Pic~c is _quickly ~pproaching, ~ark on your calendar July 26th 

-

. K~piolam ~ark, Diamond Head side ofTennis Courts - 9 am: Scrip 
for Festival will be available for sale, don't forget to pick up your millions. Advi­
~or Kare~ ~uba-Hori is l~oking for children from the ages of 6 - 12, to participate 
m the rmm-club Olympiad at the HUOA Children's Fair on May 3rd. Please 
contact her at 235-1243 or 676-5400 if you or child will be able to assist. Chil­
dren already participating will be contacted by her shortly. 

Goeku is ?urrently seeking nominations for officers for the years 1999 -
2000, please contact President Rae Higa if you will be able to help. 

~ T U·D VT OU~ 
ANNuAL STUDY TOUR TO OKINAWA 

by Tour Coordinator, Pres. -Elect Lillian Takata 

The Hawaii United Okinawa Association will hold 
its Annual Study Tour to Okinawa in June. I'll be your tour leader this year 
together with HUOA President Pam Tamashiro who will be bringing her family for 
their first visit to Okinawa. Come join us on our jaunt through Okinawa which 
leaves.on Monday, June 8, 1998 at 8:30 am and returns to Honolulu on Thurs­
day, June 18, 1998 at 11:00am. Tour escort will beNadineKShimabukuro. 

The study tour will take us to visit "Ken-Cho". Prefectural Government 
Office and Congress Building, followed by stops at Prefectural Museum Shuri 
Castle, and Naha's Dento Kogekan (craft and culture). A new stop h~ been 
added near Shuri Castle at the Garden of Matsuyama Udun (Ryukyu Royal Gar­
den). The Northern Tour takes us up to Zakimi Castle and museum in Yornitan, 
the Takoyama Kanko Park (Ryukyu Village), the Marutaka Soba Restaurant in 
Nago City and a final stop with lots of time to explore the Expo site in Motobu. 

The following day will be a new treat with a Marine Jet Foil Express ride 
bn the "Marlin" from Tomari Port in Naha, up the beautiful western coastline of 
Okinawa, through the East C~a Sea to le Jima (island), located off the coast of 
Motobu. A tour ofle Jima will include stops at the Ernie Pyle Monument, The 
Cave ofNiya-Thiya, Wajaa, Lily Field Park, Gusuku-yama known as le Jima 
Tatchu, and last but not least, a glass bottom boat ride. The jet foil ride is a mere 
one hour and ten minutes each way. 

The Southern Tour takes us once again to Gyol<:usendo Park which has 
rece~tly been renovated and ~xpanded. More time will be spent there, since 
there s much more to see besides the cave and habu show. You' 11 see an Eisa 
performance by local students, anew tropical garden, and aRyukyuan village with 
many cultural displays. The toi.rr continues to Heiwa Kinendo, the Cornerstone of 
Peace Memorial Park, Mabuni Ooka and a crisp walk of 427 steps to Kenji No 
To. ThetourwillendatHimeyuriNoTo. 

The Yaeyama Islands optional tour flies from Okinawa to Ishigaki Island 
for a two day, one night stay which includes a boat ride to Taketorni Island. For 
those not taking this tour, you will have Sunday through Wednesday free to visit 
relativ_es and do more shopping. The others will have Sunday and Wednesday 
free with.the tour returning to Hawaii on Thursday. An opti~mal five day tour to 
Tokyo will be escorted by Nadine leaving Okinawa on Thursday and returning to 
Honolulu on Monday, June 22, 1998, As always, itineraries are subject to change 
without prior notice. 

So hurry and call the HUOA office 676-5400 for more information. For 
those that sign up, a meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 13, 1998 at 
HOC to learn more about the history of the places and people we will be visiting 
on this study tour. Final travel details will also be taken care of that night. Hope to 
see you there. -

If you wish additional information about this exciting tour, please contact 
Nadine Shimabukuro, ofN & K Travel, at 739-9010. 

t!IIAFTSRI INVITED TO 
NllO CUMME• Rft'IVAl 

July 4th 

Hui Okinawa 's annual 4th of July Summer Festival 
is inviting all artisans and crafters interested in partici­
pating in its Craft Fair. This fun-filled cultural festival 
will be held on Saturday, July 41h, at the Mooheau Park in 
Hilo beginning at 7:00 am. The Craft Fair is scheduled 
to open at 8 am and will close at 4:30 pm. Come start the 
day with a cup of coffee and andagi, then look around at 
the Country Store, various exhibits and displays, etc. In 
the evening, enjoy a concert by the Hawaii County Band, 
a fireworks display by the Jaycees, and have a ball at the 
traditional and unique Eis a Bon Dance. If you are inter­
ested please contact Hui Okinawa members Dorothy Taira 
at (1-808) 959-933.0 or Carolyn Oki at (1-808) 961-9666 
(HJ or 935-3518 (W). Special accommodations are pro­
vided for outer island participants. 



KAJIMAYA

HONOREE 

HOICHIHIGA
Mr. Hoichi Higa of Hilo, 
bomoriApril30, 1902(the 
year of the Tiger), in Nago, 
Okinawa, was honored by 
Hui Okinawa members who 
helped him celebrate his 
"kajimaya" (his 97th birth- Hoichi Higa with son Kenneth Kiyoshi Higa day.) Mr. Higa came to 

Hawaii at a tender age of fourteen on March 10, 1°917, and after having 
worked at other places, retir~ from Mauna Kea Sugar Company. He has 
one son and three daughters. 

.JIU 0.11Gou:TO U.hN.11 ffi.CNT 
28TH ANNUAL INVlfAT!ONAL 

(jOLf TOJIRNAM.t.NT 

Memorhl Dt11f Weekend 
8at11rdt1'f, Mt11f 23rd t111d 8undt11f Mt11f 24tJ, 

Pt1!i M11nicipt1! qol/ Co11rse 

Applict1tions ml! k t1vt11'h/Jle t1t t1!! M11nicipt1! 
qolf Co11rses t111d t1t tJ,e Mt1Wt11i' Okint1Wt1 Center. 

for t1d:litio11t1! ill/orlltt1tion. flMse ct:1/I oro-5400 

Will you Outlive 
Your Retirement Assets? 

If you're like most Americans, you have a vision of how you'll 
spend your golden years. It may be as exotic as traveling to far-off 
destinations or as modest as spending more time with family and 
friends. 

· Amazingly, however, 60% of all Americans put their fu-
ture at risk by postponing retirement planning altogether.* A 
serious mistake when you'll be spending 20 years or more in 
retirement. After all, a nest egg of just $100,000 could last only 
9 years.**. 
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ueHINANeHU eONNSeT-A-DOT 

C!ONTUI' 
SN'l'IIYBIANI< 

Name Gl'ade ------------------
Add aeu _--.--------~------
l!lub .,-------------------
Contest deadline is May 15, 1998. All entries become to property of HUOA. 
Winners will be drawn from all correct entries submitted prior to the deadline. 
Drawing will be held at the Executive Council Meeting on June 9, 1998. 

Rules 
0 Contest is open to all children from grade K to grade 6 .. 
0 Only on.e entry per child will be accepted 
0 Solve each problem using the KEY. 
0 Use the answers to trace the mystery object. 
0 Color the object. 
0 Fill out your entry blank. 
0 Send your entry blank with your picture to HUOA,by May 13th to: 

UchiQanchu Connect-A-Dot Contest 
94-587 Ukee Street 
Waipahu, HI 96797 

or . . 

0 Tum in your entry to the information/script window at the HUOA Okinawa 
Children's Festival on May 3, and receive a free game token. 
0 Winners will be drawn from all correct entries submitted by the deadline at 
the Executive Council Meeting in June, 1998. 
0 Ten $10.00 gift certificates will be awarded . 

l(SY 

l = tiichi 
2 = taachi 
3 =· miichi 
4 = yuuchi 
5 = ichichi 
6 = muuchi 
7 = nanachi 
8 = yaachi 
9 =kukunuchi 

IO= tuu 

l . tiichi X tiichi = 1 
2. yaachi - yuuchi = 4 
3. miichi X tiichi = 
4. tiichi + tiichi = 
5. yuuchi + taachi = 
6. kukunuchi - taachi = 
7. tuu + taachi = 
8. tiichi + yuuchi = 
9. yaachi + yaachi = 
lo. tuu + tiichi = 
11. nanachi X nanachi = 
12. ichichi + ichichi = 
13. tuu + miichi = 
14. yaachi X miichi = 
15. tuu - tiichi = 
16. muuchi X muuchi = 
1 7. taachi X kukunuchi = 

That's why we'd like to invite you to come in for a free 
retirement planning consultation. An Account Executive will 
help you project the amount needed for retirement, how much to 
set aside between now and then, and how the Dean Witter Fam­
ily of Funds can help you meet your goals. And it's available 
free, only at your local Dean Witter Office. 

m RESTAURANTKariyushi 
~ Japanese and Okinawan Cuisine 

18. tuu + tuu = 
19. ichichi X ichichi = . 
20. ichichi X tuu = 

You are going to work very hard for your future ---- you 
deserve to enjoy it to the fullest. 

Mutual funds are sold by prospectus only. The prospectus 
contains more complete information, including risks, sales 
charges expenses and management and 12b-1 fees. Read it 
carefully before you invest. 

Glenn E. Goya 
First Vice President, Investments - Maui Office 
(800) 690-9124 OJ DEAN WITTER 
* U.S. Census Bureau 
•• Assumes a return of 8% and an annual withdrawal of $14.000 at the beginning of the first 
year. increasing that amount by 4% in subsequent years to account for inflation 

@ 1996 Dean Witter Reynolds Inc. Member SIPC 

HOURS 
Lunch: Mon. to Fri. 1 la.m. to 2 p.m. 

Dinner: Mon. to Sat. 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Sunday Closed - Reservations Requested 

Daily Specials Air flown "Fresh" 
*Gurukun Teishoku (Okinawan State Fish) 

*Ika Sumi Soup & Soba(Squid Ink Soup) 

21. tuu + nanachi = 
22. muuchi X muuchi = 
23. miichi X nanachi = 
24. yaachi X muuchi = 
25. tuu X miichi = 
26. kukunuchi X miichi = 
27. nanachi X ichichi = 
28. muuchi X' nanachi = 
29. taachi X nanachi .;= 
30. tuu X yuuchi = ..,_ 
31. nanachi X yuuchi = 
32. kukunuchi X ichichi = 
33. tuu X tiichi = 
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1998 IIUOA FF.STIVAL COMMITTl•:E I 
Scntcmbcr 5 & 6. 1998 

ME:N<iORE:l You are cordially invited to attend the Kauai 
Okinawan Dance Festival to support the efforts of Hui 
Alu to revive the Okinawan culture on the Garden Is­
land. The festival will be held on Friday and Saturday, 
May 15th and 1611

' from 6:00 p.m. to 11 :00 p.m., at the 
Kapaa Town Beach Park 

l\ar-iYU~hi 
var-ietr 
~how 

Ma-,, 17t h 
a benefit fo.-- the 
B-ia·waiiOk.inawa<Cernteo· 

Continuing the successes of 
previous years, Kariyushi 
Chaiq)ersons Nelson Yoshioka Sr., 
Steve Yamada, Kenneth Kihara and 
Betty Tsukamoto will present 
" Kariyushi Variety Show" at the 
Hawaii Okinawa Center on Sunday 
May 17'\ from 9 am to 2 pm. It 
will feature a multi-talented 
karaoke production with a special 
luncheon variety program. Featured 
singers include Marion Arakaki, 
Lorraine Kaneshiro, Nel son 
Yoshioka Sr. , Steve Yamada, 
Kenneth Kihara, Hiromi Yorita, 
De nnis Oshiro and Betty 

Tsukamoto. Net proceeds of this 
eve nt to benefit the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center. 

Tickets to the Kariyushi Va­
riety Show will cost $15.00, which 
includes a benta lunch and drink. 
For tickets, please contact Edna 
Nakaguma (841-4795), Pat Doi 
(396-6117), and the H UOA/HOC 
office at 676-5400. 

CALLING All VOLUNTEERS! 
This y e,u·' s Okinawan Festival committee is in 
desperate need for volun t eer s co he lp in var.ious 
areas . The Festiva l is s c heduled for September 
5'" and 6'" · .rf y ou are inter es ted in he lping, 
please fill out the form be lo,.,. 

VOLUNTEER FORM FOR THE 
1998 OKINAWAN FESTIVAL 

NAME __________ _ CLUB 

ADDRESS 
PH II (HOME) ____ ___ ( BUS) 

I · I (We) are able to work on : (check appropr i a te 
boxes) 
□ Saturday 

□ Morning 
0 Afternoon 

Areas of work I (o,e) 
priate box ) 
□ Food 
□ Country Store 
□ Plants 

Mail chis form to : 

17 Sunday 
Morni ng 

C After noon 
can work in: (check appro· 

lJ Craft Gallery 
~ Childr en's Games 
D Heiwa Dori 

HUOA Offi ce 
94-587 Ukee Street 
~lai pahu, HI 96797 

OR Call : HUOA Office at 676 - 5400 
You will be cont acted by your club coordinator o r 
manpower chairperson. 

Assistance is also needed in carpentry from 
Wednesday through Friday, September 2nd, 3rd, and 
4th . Please call HUOA at 676- 5400 . 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

< iENl-ll!\I < :.!_ )-Cl IAIRl'l·R!i(>NS 

Lillian ·1,,k.tlH 
Ciladys Tnk1111a11a-A, a11 

QFI ICIAI, SPOKI Sf'I R,<;Or-, /'arncb I 1.nnJsl..ro 

,) I >VIS<lllS 

FINANC'I ( OM MI I 11 I' 
Si,CRF.l'ARV-- • 
vmnYPRGn1 w 1101'! 
'fvfANNiWl·R - • 

FIRST Al[l 

l'lJBI.ICITY 

I .OC,ISTICS/Srl E 
Co-Ch~ 
Con, truct inn 
Plumbing 
Permits/Security 
Shut1lc 13u5/l'arking 
Clean Up 
I lospitali1y 

TRANSPORTATION 

PROGRAM 
Parade 
Staging Advisor 
Auclio7Monitor 

CUI .TURAL TENT 
Co-Cha,rs 

FOOD COMMIHEE 
Co-Chairs 
Advisor 
I lolding Booth 
EquiP.ment 
On-Site Delivery 
Hospitality 

OTI IER INCOME 
Children's Games 
Commercial Plants 
Country Store 
Crall Gallery 

Advisor 
1-iciwa Dori 
T-Shins 

( ,a1; I londa. Rr,y K.111e•,lrrm, 
Rand> Kuba. IJc~tcr ·1 cruy,1 

I ~cnni, N~~(l., Jerry ~ 1iya, ,1tu 
Katen :-Sl11, h1(1,, 
Kevin IJychar,1 
( ltcryl Okuma-~cpc 

l:lcanor Miyasaki 

Karleen Chinen, Wa)nc Miy.1hi,a 

Victor Y:mrn~hiroya. < hair 
George Tam,tshiru 
Ma,a Shiroma. l o,h lnu 
Mat i\ra~hiro 

Ray Shimabukuro 
Karen Shi, hido 
Gary Kuba 
llcfen Oh 

Jimmy I ha, Ray Tengan 

l~aac I lokama, Chair 
Kaarcn Takar:i 
Shoei Moriyama. K iyu,hi K injo 
John Ta~:110 

I Jui O Laulima 
Jean Agena. Thdma Araka11,a 

Yuri Uyehara, Shigeko Asato 
Dwig~t Ikehara 
Rodnc}' Kohagura. Wayne Miyahira 

Mel Gushiken 
Tom Nago. Jack Uyehara 
Marion Arakaki 

Jane Takaycsu 
Gainor Miyashiro 
Thelma Lam, Douglas Miyasato 
Aileen Nagamine 
Karen Kul:ia•l Jori 
Belly 1-!iga, E;iriyn Koi1.umi 
George Miyashiro 

Crafters: Country Store needs your help • 
Donatio ns of small or large craft items 
are needed to sell. Please call or drop•off 
your do nation at HOC (676-5400). 

Come dance with us and celebrate the occasion with 
ono food, games for young and old a like, and various 
exhibits and booths featuring the Okinawan culture, 
Heritage Club, children games and crafts and bonsai dis­
plays. There will be entertainment galore, opening with 
a Lion Dance and also featuring the Ryukyu Kobudo 
Taiko-Hawaii Shibu, Paranku Clubs of Hawaii, Afuso 
Ryu Gensei Kai and traditional Okinawan music and 
dance. 

~-,, 3 m 4:hildiren.,,§ !Fair- .. liO<C 
May 11 t)(ltn "' 116th a !Dance 

t=estaval 11\auao 

f UIMAARUU, DEFINING THE UCHINANCHU SPIRJT - PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE REIGNS AT THE OKJNA WAN FESTIVAL 

Contact Joel Miyashiro 
(1 -808-823-6464) or Kenneth 
Yamauchi (1 -808-332-9310) for ad­
ditional information. 

Take a break from the hustle and 
bustle of Honolulu to enjoy the dance 
festival and the 

lffiUAI ANDAGI 

May 17th "' 11\airiiYIJShi = fHO<C 

AS"HITIBITCHI (lffiUAI PIG FE:E:T <iOUP) 
lffiUAI HULi HULi PIG 
AND OTHE:R WE:CIAL KAUAI DE:LICACIE:~ 

May '.23ird .. 'l4th "' ~olf 
lf ournament m !Pali g racious hos­

pitality of the 
Garden Isle. lffiUAI O~INAWAN )08A 

n September 5'" and 61
", the Okinawan culture will proudly be highlighted in celebration of HU0A ·s 16'1' annual festival at 

Kapiolani Park. President Pamela Tamashiro will lead the Festival with the rhythmic beat of paranku drums, a colorful 
parade of our 52 HU0A club banners and the good luck spirit of the shiisa lion. 

Yuimaaruu ref ers to the essence of cooperation found in a traditional Okinawan village where neighbors help each 
other to build their homes and the process of coming together and taking turns. The spirit of cooperation and sharing 

within our community is what has made the HU0A strong today. It is with this strength and commitment that the many volunteers of the 
Festival will share their time and expertise to produce Hawaii 'sforemost cultural event. 

Chairpersons Lillian Takata and Gladys Tokunaga-Asao are leading an energetic Festival Committee for an exciting and diverse 
array of activities. The festivities are scheduled to begin each clay at 8:30 am. Program Chair, Isaac Hokama, promises us a continuous 
program of outstanding Okinawan and local entertainment. Complimentary sh111tle bus service will again be provided for your conve­
nience at Kapiolani Community College to and from the Festival. 

Chairs Takata and Tokunaga-Asao are appealing to anyone interested in helping with festival activities to give HU0A .a call at 676• 
5400. This would include ca,pentry, plumbing, electrical, food donation for workers, booth helpers, etc. 
Please volunteer to express your Okinawan pride. 
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JEAN SEKI TO HEAD FIRST FEDERAL SAVINGS 
Jean K Seki, ofNago Club was recently promoted to President of First 

Federal Savings&. Loan Association of America. She replaces Rodney R. 
Shinkawa who retired. When "Uchinanchu" asked Jean what factors contributed 
to her success, she replied: "Philosopliy oflife long learning, great role models 
(my husb~d and former President), a positive attitude in my personal life and on 

the job, and the willingness to operate outside the 
parameters." Jean started working at First Federal 
as a teller 33 years ago. She is a graduate of 
Farrington High School and attended the University 
of Hawaii, College ofEducation. She also partici­
pated in the University of Connecticut, College of 
Business Administration 2-year summer Executive 
Development Program. 

Jean currently serves as Director Emeritus, 
YWCA of Oahu; YWCA Centennial Committee 
Development Co-chair and is a member of the Ro­

tary Club of Honolulu. Besides her community service activities, Jean enjoys 
crossword puzzles, reading and cooking. 

For the past 15 years, Jean has been an active participant of the HUOA. 
The things that Jean likes best about the Okinawan culture are the warm, happy 
and very giving people which is reflective in their music and arts. "The annual 
Okinawan Festival is a culmination of its people; sharing its culture to the opti-

Jean shares her sentiments on the forthcoming 100th Anniversary Cel­
ebration of Okinawan immigration to Hawaii. "To celebrate, or should I say, to 
salute the lives of our parents/grandparents for their courage to immigrate to Ha­
waii and sacrifice for the betterment of the future generations, ( Qurs ). The nisei, 
sansei and yonsei should be proud of their accomplishments and the contributions 
they have made to this community." 

Congratulations to Jean, her husband, Stanley, and son, Stieler. 

SHINSATO SHOSEI KAI 
Congratulations to Sensei Katsumi Shinsato 

and the members of Shinsato Shosei Kai for their 
recent selection as a recipient of the 1998 15th An­
nual Hakubi Kimono Schools Foundation Culture 
A ward. Endorsed and supported by the Consul 
General of Japan, this award was presented in rec­
ognition ofShinsato Shosei Kai's outstanding con­
tributions over the past decade in the promotion of 
cultural interchange between Japan and the United 
States through their presentation ofNomura-ryu 
Okinawa shamisenrnusic. Shinsato Shosei Kai was 

honored along with the Aisen Shiatsu Volunteer Group and Sawai Koto Kai Ha­
waii. The Shinsato Shosei Kai is currently planning a special concert for August 
2nd, Hawaii Theatre. (Additional information about this concert will be published 
in fu~e issues of the UCHINANCHU.) continued next column 

DIAMOND HEAD MORTUARY 

535 18th Ave. • 
Honolulu, HI 96816 9 

(808) 735-2872 

DERWIN S. TsursUJ 
General Manager 
Funeral Director 

KUKUI MORTUARY 

2233 Nuuanu Ave. 
Honolulu, HI 96817 

(808) 537-5548 • 
K vu: W JJJANABE 

Funeral Director 

NUUANU MORTUARY 

2233 Nuuanu Ave. 
Honolulu, HI 96817 

(808) 537-3907 

The Hakubi Kimono Schools is a network of35 offices throughout Japan 
founded by its Chairman, Takayoshi Mizushima, for the promotion and preserva­
tion of the traditional costume of Japan, the kimono. The Hawaii Kimono Cultural 
Foundation, with President Dr. Albert Miyasato is the local affiliate of this organi­
zation. 

lcE DANCING Duo, IGE AND TAKATsuKI SHINE IN JUNIOR NATIONALS 

Jonathan Ige, age 16, and his partner, 11 year old Alyssa Takatsuki are 
the 50th state's first Central Pacific Regional Ice Dancing Champions! After win­

ning the regional trophy in Salt 
Lake City last November, 
Jonathan and Alyssa represented 
Hawaii in the Junior Olympics 
which was held in Dallas, Texas 
from March 19 to March 20, 
1998. The twosome placed 5th 
in the National Junior Olympics 
Competition as 15 other couples 
vied for the National title. 

A junior at Roosevelt 
High School, Jonathan has been 
figure skating since he was 8 
years old. He initially started 

. singles freestyle skating after he 
observed his cousin Kristine 
Nishimura practice for her skat­
ing competition. He started ice 
dancing 2 1/2 years ago. 

Jonathan is the son of 
Glenn and Marilyn lge of Kin 

Chojin Kai. His paternal grandparents are Dr. Thomas Ige and Hiroko Ige whose 
family's ancestral village is Kin. Jonathan is yonsei ( 4th generation), and is proud 
of his Okinawan heritage, He is an active participant of the Kin Club's picnics and 
Shinnen Enkai and our annual festival. When asked about their family's club 
affiliation, Jonathan's mother, Maril~ also mentioned that Jonathan made a mon­
etary contribution to the Hawaii Okinawa Center because he wanted his name to 
be included with his family's section on the "Wall ofHonor." 

Congratulations Jonathan, and best wishes on your future endeavors! 

1c o m m u N I T v " { w ~ I 
JAPANESECULTURALCENTEROFHAWAII 

AJA Baseball: Ethnic Pride and Tradition 
The Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii (JCCH) is presenting a new 

exhibit on the history of AJA Baseball through June 28, 1998 in the Center's 
Historical Gallery. The exhibit focuses on the cultural and historical role.that 
baseball played in the Japanese-American community . 

Ethnic leagues were once common~ the result of Hawaii's plantation­
based economy of the early 1900' s. The Hawaii Baseball League, the biggest . 
organized league of the 1920s and 1930s, was comprised of strictly ethnic teams 
-the All-Hawaiians, the All-Chinese, the Braves (Portuguese), the Wanderers 
( Caucasian), the Asahis (Japanese), and the All-Filipinos. Today, there is o~y 
one sports ethnic league in Hawaii-the AJA Senior Baseball League. Despite, 
the fact that nearly 100 years have passed and all other ethnic teams and leagues 
have dissolved, the requirement that one must be of Japanese ancestry to partici­
pate in the AJA Senior Baseball League remains a tradition. The league has 
survived because of AJA' s commitment to the sport and tradition. 

This temporary exhibit will complement the permanent exhibit in the 
gallery, "Okage Sama De: I am what I am because of you," which highlights 
the legacy of the Japanese in Hawaii. 

Historical Gallery Information 
WHEN: Wednesday through Sunday, 10 am - 4 pm 

(Closed on most holidays.) 
WHERE: Historical Gallery, Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii 

454 South Beretania Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 9682(? 
ADMISSION: $ 3.00 Adults (18 years and older) 

$ 2.00 Students (12-17 yrs) $ 1.00 Children (6-11 yrs.) 
Free JCCH Members 

** Pre-arranged Group Tour Rates also available. INFORMATION: 945-7633 
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OK.INA WAN SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
JODIE CHIEM! TOMASA AND LYNDE TAKEMI TOMORI 

Two Hawaii students were recently selected by the Okinawan Prefectural Government to receive a one 
year scholarship to the University of the Ryukyus or to the Perfonning Arts University. Congratulations and 
best wishes to Jodie Tomasa and Lynde Tomori on their selection. This prestigious Okinawan award selects 
students worldwide, who are between 18 to 30 years of age and of Okinawan ancestry. The recipient receives 
airfare, tuition, books, room and board, and reimbursements for oth~r expenses. 

JODIE CHIEMITOMASA - UNIVERSITY OF THE RYUKYUS 

( AN OPEN LETTER FROM JODIE TOMASA) 

"I was born to Ronald and Sharon Tomasa on November 10, 1972 in Torrance, California. In 197 4 we 
moved to Honolulu, Hawaii where I was to be raised. My brother, Tod Tatsuo 
Tomasa was born on September 30, 1977. We all lived in a small cottage-style 
house in Kapahulu, where my brother and I attended Waikiki Elementary School. 
We had a typical local upbringing. My childhood memories include swimming at 

Kapalono Pool, fishing for oama at San Souci Beach, and getting yelled at by 
Jennifer Fong' s father ( our neighbor) for too much noise. 

From seventh grade, I attended Mid-Pacific-Institute. Tennis became 
my choice of sport. During my sophomore year in high school, my family moved 
to Kaimuki which is our current residence. Throughout my high school years, I 
joined many clubs and was especially active in journalism and yearbook. 

After I graduated from high school I attended the University of Hawaii at 
Manoa. My interest in various cultures just took over. I spent a month traveling around Japan during the 
summer before my second year: in college. I became amazed at how learning a new language could enable a 
person to communicate with a whole other population. That, I guess, is common sense, but it amazed me 
nonetheless. I was very excited to graduate from college in 1995 with a bachelors degree in Japanese. 

Presently, I am employed at Louis Vuitton, Waikiki as a sales associate. I believe studying abroad will 
educate me both academically and spritually. Music has always been a great medium of expression for me. I 
have tinkered with many instruments which include: the flute, guitar, piano, taiko, paranku, and sanshin. I have 
also done some hula, okinawan odori, and a lot of singing. Sanshin is something I have recently restarted, and 
singing is what I have done for a very long time. Dabbling in the different areas has helped me to develop a 
good ear which has become a great asset to singing and playing sanshin numbers ( since the sanshin has no frets 
like a guitar). 

With this scholarship I plan to see where my family came from. Not only do I expect to learn about 
Okinawan music, but also I expect to learn more about myself. Working in Waikiki has been great to keep up 
with my Japanese language and learning about business, but I think there is more for me to learn and share. 
Finding out about where my family came from and how that makes me who I am today will surely help me in my 
considerations of how I want to be remembered." (The Tomasa family are members ofChatan Sonjin Kai.) 

LYNDE T AKEMI ToMoRI - OKINA w A KENRITSU GEIJUTsu DAIGAKU 

OR "GEIDAI," PERFORMING ARTS UNIVERSITY 

Lynde Takemi Tomori is the daughter of Glenn and Meryl Tomori of Hilo. Her mother's ancestral village is 
Chatan and her father's family immigrated from Hiroshima. She is a member of Hui Okinawa and is the 
granddaughter of Masako Miyashiro and·Nobuko Tomori. Lynde graduated from Waiakea High School 
and is currently a sophomore at the University of Hawaii - Hilo campus. She 

has been studying both Qkinawan dance and koto. 
Her instructors are Sensei Earl Ikeda, from the Kin 

Pearl City Florist 
FLORAL SERVICES FOR ALL OCCASIONS, \ 

Ryosho Dance Academy and for koto, Sensei Sue 
Ann Takata 

Lynde writes, "There are many things that I 
would like to accomplish in Okinawa. My passion 
is Okinawan dancing and I would like to have the 
opportunity to learn the fine points of Okinawan 
dancing from a firsthand position. My main course 
of study will be Okipawan dancing. I have been a 

• Floral Bouquets • Fresh Cut Flowers/Proteas 
• Weddings and Proms • Assorted Leis 
• Funeral Wreaths and Sprays ·• Pack for Shipping/Travel 

SERVIN.G: 
Leeward, Central Oahu and 

Honolulu areas 

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

Shari Kikuchi Dorothy Nakashima 
Head Designer Consultant 

Tont Nago ta~f.i:~1l't'l.tftt.c~"!U "i!>fibl "C <tit-to · 
President · 

803 Kam Hwy., Suite 201 D 
Pearl City, Hawaii 96782 

455-2012 
Olarge by 

Phone [Z]-

student of the Kin Ryosho Dance Academy for fifteen years now. I would like the 
opportunity to enhance my dancing skills and abilities to become a more aggres­
sive and graceful dancer. 

While in Okinawa I also hope to learn more about the Okinawan lifestyle 
and culture. For one year, I hope to get to know the island of Okinawa like the 
back of my hand. I want to visit the various landmarks in Okinawa that makes its 
culture so rich and its blood thick. I want to learn how to perpetuateth_e Okinawan 
culture within my community in Hawaii. 

The purpose of my application to the Okinawan Prefectural University 
of the Arts is to enhance my Okinawan dancing skills and to learn more about 
the Okinawan culture." 
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ltlawall Okinawa Tvda't' 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . HAWAII - OKINAWA TODAY 
MONTHLY HUOA TELEVISION PROGRAM 

Hawaii United Okinawa Association's production, Hawaii- Okinawa 
Today (HOn is a new program on 'Olelo, the Corporation for Community Tele­
vision. HOT will bring to television the people, their music, dance, and stories that 
are at the heart of the Okinawan community. 

Hawaii - Okinawa Today was a dream several years ago of Jay Ogawa. 
Ogawa wanted to preserve the Okinawan culture - dance, music and activities -
for future generations. In September 1997, Ogawa received the approval from 
then HUOA President Dexter Teruya and President-Elect Pam Tamashiro to cre­
ate a committee for video production. The purpose of this group was to explore 
and use video production to preserve and perpetuate Okinawan culture. Ogawa 
and Henry Isara, chairman of the 1997 Culture-Committee, spearheaded this 
special committee and with 13 volunteers learned the rudiments ofvideo produc­
tion. The group went through several weeks of training at the 'Olelo facilities and 
completed the first course last year. The "'Olelo T earn" is now learning the ins and 
outs of studio production. HOT has become the team's learning tool. Through 
HOT, the team will put on a monthly show produced right in the 'Olelo studios. 
Currently, the show is being taped live for showing at a later date. In the future, 
the team hopes to have HOT go live on-the- air so that people can call-in ques­
tions. 

HOT just completed taping its first hour-long show (HOT 2) on March 8, 
1998. The host for the show is Amy Nishihara, who is an experienced video 
editor and stage actor. The guests for the first show were President Pamela 
Tamashiro, HUOA President, Bob Nakasone representing the Okinawa-Hawaii 
Product, Tourism and Cultural Fair and three former students of Gei Dai -Kenton 
Odo, June Uyeunten and Richard Y amashiroya. 

Although it took one hour to tape the show, Ogawa said that the team 
spent five hours to set up the studio. Everyone was very happy about the out­
come because the show "came together and there is a lot of good footage." (HOT 
2 aired on April 18th on Channel 52.) 

Ogawa predicts that HOT will become a great showcase for preserving 
and perpetuating Okinawan culture here in Hawaii. When asked how he felt 
about seeing his dream become a reality, Ogawa replied, "It's scary! I never 
thought so many people would be interested in this project. But, I am lucky 
because I have many wonderful volunteers to help put the sh9w on the air. They 
are all committed to doing the job. The entire project just keeps growing as there 
is so much to preserve." One of the goals of the 'Olelo Team is to produce video 
histories of the lssei and Nissei members in our community. This will allow HUOA 
to build a library of materials which can be used by anyone to learn more about 
Okinawans in Hawaii'and enable future generations of Okinawans to learn about 
their historical roots. Ogawa indicated that this preservation project will be of 
high priority, because of the advancing age of our Issei and Nisei. 

HOT will be airing a new program every month-check your 'Olelo TV 
Guide for dates and times. 

'OLELOAIR DATES 

t-lOT #J . . 
SPECIAL INTERVIEW WITH JAY OGAWA . . 
April25th . . 
7 :30 pm -Channel 52 (A TIN) 

AFUSO Rru HAWAII CONCERT 
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6:00 pm - Channel 52, (A TIN) 
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HawaiiOkinawaCenter 

1998 MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE HOC 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES JIMMY TOYAMA 

The Board of Trustees of the Hawaii Okinawa Center 
extends its warmest wishes for a happy and prosperous 
New Year to the members of the Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association. May 1998 be filled with great achievements, 
hannony, and solid progression toward the continuing evo­
lution of a great organization. 
The Hawaii Okinawa Center (HOC) is proud to be the 

home ofthe Hawaii United Okinawa Association (HUOA). 
In a nutshell, this perspective captures the essence of the role relationship 

of HOC and HUOA. It speaks of a relationship from which the Trustees derive 
their obligation to the HUOA. The obligation, simply put, is to ensure that the 
house that HUOA built is properly maintained to enable the HUOA and its mem­
ber organizations to make in it a home. From this view, we see our mission as 
housekeeping while we see the mission of the HUOA as homemaking. As popu­
lar thought would have it, the home is the heart and soul of the house. It follows, 
therefore, that the home (HUOA) has primacy over the house (H9C). 

We are very much aware of this relationship and its implications and try to 
conduct the affairs-of the HOC within the scope of the revised charter granted by 
the HU0A. As trustees for the house, our interests are focused on the day-to­
day and long term upkeep of the facility. The management of financial assets, 
revenue generation and budgeting, the Center's business operations, and the utili­
zation of the facilitv-esoecially where it concerns the balancing of the Center's 
commercial utilization with the utiliz.ation of the facility by the HUOA and its mem­
ber organizations. 

Under the commendable leadership of Herbert Matayoshi, outgoing trustee 
chair, the Board of Trustees have begun to move ahead to develop plans and 
policies to address these areas of fimctional interests. The trustees, for example, 
have moved ahead to effectively implement the single caterer contract with Zippy' s, 
improve gift shop operations, the center's facility tour program, volunteer recruit­
ment and support, etc. . . The success achieved by past boards is a good founda­
tion for advancing the work of the HOC in the coming year. We can honor their 
good work by continuing the improvement momentum they started. 

The Board of Trustees intend to continue improving and refining the man­
agement of the facility with a view toward increasingly coordinating and integrat­
ing, where feasible, policy, plans, programs, and management systems with the 
HUOA. This view is consistent with the reorganization of a few years ago to 
subordinate the HOC to the HUOA to structurally and spiritually unify both orga­
nizations. As we approach anew millennium we have in our hands an opportunity 
to position our community to face the future with one mind, one heart, and one 
voice. We must do everything we can to complete that vision . 

In 1998 the Trustees will focus on areas such as integrating organizational 
structuring and staffing, coordinating facility development with capital develop­
ment, improving automation and information systems, and initiate a master plan­
ning process- especially the effort to begin mapping the future evolution of the 
facility in relation to changing facility requirements imposed by changing HUOA 
membership utilization requirements, commercial use, and developments in the 
W aipio Gentry Industrial Park that impact upon the facility operations and utiliza­
tion; e.g., decreased parking spaces caused by the development of the adjacent 
vacant lot which the HOC currently uses for overflow parking. Moreover, if the 
house (HOC) expects to be relevant in its support of the aims of the HUOA and 
its member organizations, the Trustee's master planning effort will need to care­
fully assess the emerging future directions and needs of the HUOA and its mem­
bers. 

The year2000 will be a historically significant year for Hawaii's Okinawan 
community. Our community will be in the eyes of Hawaii and the world. As we 
approach the commemoration of the I 00th anniversary of the arrival of Okinawan 
immigrants to Hawaii and the tenth anniversary of the opening of the HOC, we will 
n~d to begin in earnest a repair and maintenance program to ensure that the face 
of our Center remains presentable to our local and international communities. 
With the help of our tireless and selfless volunteers we will be prepared to .9lay our 
part in the commemoration of the arrival of our ancestors to Hawaii. 

In the spirit of"YUIMAARUU," the theme chosen by HUOA President 
Pamela Tamashiro, all things are possible. A bright future is ahead .. I feel honored 
and privileged to be given an opportunity to serve and be a part of shaping our 
future. 
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and is one of the best andagi droppers. We will miss him but at the same time we 
wish him well. While in Okinawa, we know that Miles will continue to practice the 
s_anshin ( samisen) and many of us hope that through his practice he might find 
himself a wife. I will miss Miles for his honesty and straightforwardness and telling 
it the way it is. Miles helped me to better know the HUOA and HOC histories 
which have helped me to better t!Ilderstand what needs to be done. We want to 

This is the year of Yuimaaruu: Defining the Uchinanchu thank him for his support and send him all our Aloha! In about one year, we will 
Spirit in Hawaii, Past, Present and Future! Thanks to gotovisithimandseehowheisdoing. 

President Pam Tamashiro, I was able to go to Okinawa as part of the Aisatsu Jbe other supporter (no pun intended) we will miss is Jay Ogawa. Many 
delegation in early February. While in Okinawa, I began to more fully appreciate people never see Jay because he is truly behind-the-scenes. At most of the cul­
and understand the heart of Yuimaaruu. It is a very special feeling that brings tural performances at the HOC, it is Jay Ogawa who comes to setup the sound 
people together and allows them to work as one for a common cause. I learned and lighting. He is the one who climbs out on the roof of the HOC to setup the 
that this spirit n~ds to be cultivated and passed on to each generation because it speakers for each craft fair, assists with sound coordination at the Okinawan F es­
is one of the char~cteristics of being Okinawan which should not be lost. I am tival and the one who takes care of audio for meetings. In his other role of the 
slowly beginning to understand that the volunteer spirit within the Okinawan com- Chondara (Okinawan clown), Jay is not readily recognized He has served as 
munity is part of the Okinawan character and seems to be built on Yuimaaruu! the Chondara for several parades and craft fairs. Jay is the force behind the 

At the Hawaii Okinawa Center, its result can be seen in the Teruya Pavil- current I{UOA Video Production T earn that has videotaped several cultural pro­
ion where new carpets were installed in January. The labor and materials for the ductions which can be seen this month on Channel 53 ( see dates and times on 
installation were donated by Norman Shimabukuro of Floors of Hawaii. page 10). Jay leaves behind a dedicated crew who will carry on his dream of 
Norman has always wanted to do something for the HOC hut his busy schedule preserving cultural events and activities on video as well as capturing video histo­
made it almost impossible for him to volunteer. When this opportunity came, he ries of our Issei and Nissei for future generations. Those of us who know Jay will 
gladly arranged for the new carpet to be installed at no cost to us. Norman was . miss his Jay-go, a very special language that Jay has developed which can only be 
also instrumental in getting us the carpet for a reasonable price. Mahalo and lppe understood by Jay. We will also miss his dedication to HUOA and HOC projects 
Nihei Debiru to Norman Shimabukuro of Floors of Hawaii for helping us to give but most of all we will miss Jay because he is one-of-a-kind. Jay says that he will 
the Legacy Ballroom in the Teruya Pavilion a new look. be back from time to time to assist in HUOA projects such as Kariyushi and 

On Tuesdays and Fridays, many volunteer gardeners come to care for the Okinawan Festival-such is his dedication to HUOA. We wish him well in his new 
Takakura Garden and keep it in tip-top condition. These volunteers cut, trim, life in Okinawa and send him lots of Aloha! 
fertilize, water, and even ta!k to the plants and fish so that they flourish and beautify Finally, this past quarter has been one filled with much suffering and sor­
the landscape. Because of their willingness to care for the garden, the garden has row as we have lost so many good friends to that great change men call death. To 
become a popular spot for weddings and family portraits. If you have never spent all of those who have experienced this change in their lives, we send forth oceans 
time walking the garden or sitting on the grass and watching the water fall, please of Love and Compassion. We hope that the great memories that you have of your 
drop by and experience the wonders of the T akakura Garden. Mahalo to all of loved ones will strengthen you and keep you well. We will remember these won­
the gardeners for giving us a very special place. derfut' people and keep their memories in our hearts for they have done much 

Then, there are the special core of men and women who come to answer make HUOA and HOC a bette~ place-Aloha and Good-bye! 
the phones; straighten out the books, magazines and newspapers. We also have 
a group who now take care of the first floor gallery in the Higa Pavilion. These 
volunteers come faithfully and without them our regular staff would not have as 
much time to devote to the numerous activities and functions which we support 
from the HUOA/HOC Office. More importantly, these volunteers help us on the 
regular staff to keep our sanity because without them we would be swamped. 
Mahalo to all of you who make our lives at the office better. 

On Sundays and sometimes on Saturdays, members of the various HUOA 
clubs volunteer to clean the HOC. The work has been coordinated for many 
years by Mat Arashiro. Mat is also the person who has been the volunteer plumber 
for many Okinawan Festivals and craft fairs. Mat comes because he wants to 
make sure that the Center is always looking its best. He has a very big heart and 
cares a lot for both the HUOA and HOC. Mat's devotion to caring for HOC is 
one reason why maintenance costs have remained minimal. Mahalo to Mat for his 
hard work and caring. 

To all the clubs who to care for the HOC during the year, a very big 
Mahalo ! The time you spend here has made it possible for us to keep our main­
tenance costs down while keeping the Center looking its best .. Each hour that you 
have spent to care for the HOC has added to the Center's longevity. Mahalo to 
each and everyone for helping to keep the HOC looking good. 

The Teruya Pavilion just got a special cleaning. The months of construc­
tion of the Zippy' s commissary across the street caused a lot of red dust to blow 
onto our property. A lot of the dust started to cake on both the Teruya and Higa 
Pavilions. Sakamoto Construction came by to wash down the walls of the build­
ings on March 27 and 28. Although the building looks cleaner, it will need to have 
a new coat of paint in about two years. But, for now, the walls look whiter and 
cleaner. 

This month we will be saying good-bye to two staunch supporters of 
HUOA and HOC. These two young men (not really that young) have been doing 
things behind-the-scenes (good kind things) for many years. Miles.Kaneshiro 
left for Okinawa for his new job on April 11. Miles had served as aniember of the 
HOC Board ofTrustees and as the Treasurer for HUOA. Before that Miles was 
a monitor for HOC under the old rental/catering system. Miles has worked in the 
kitchen for a number of events and has the reputation of making a fantastic jushi 

HUOA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

APRIL 11, 1998 - MEETING NOTES 

At the Board meeting the following actions were taken: 
1 - Approval to produce a Compact Disk this year featuring local 

Okinawan performing artists, as a fund raiser for the 100th Year Anniversary 
Committee. 

2 -Call for volunteers to assist with the upcoming May 2nd Craft 
Fair. Volunteers are asked to contact the HUOA office at 676-5400. 

The Board was also updated on activities sponsored by neighbor island 
clubs, briefly: 
- Maui - report by Michael Hondo: Maui will be having its Annual Bazaar 

at Maui Okinawa Cultural Center on May 9th• T~ey would like to thank 
HUOA for the cultural workshops and look forward to Y oshiJ(o Nakasone) s 
four day workshop in May. · 
- Kauai - report by Joel Miyashiro: Kauai is busy preparing for their May 
15th and 16th Dance Festival at Kapaa Beach Park. They-are looking for­
ward to and would like to thank the neighbor island clubs for their support 
and participation. 
-Hawaii - Milton Yafuso: Hawaii is preparing for its July 4th extranvaganza 
in Hilo. Highlighting the all day event will be a craft fair, hon dance, and 
fireworks display. t\dditional information will be featured in the next issue of 
UCHINANCHU. 
The next Board of Directors meeting is scheduled for July 11, 1998. 

h • 1 IJ A IJ. C h u 
Kapalama 

Chiropractic 
Center 

H.S. 0 SH IR O INC. 

U p ,I A t e 
Do you have any comm~nts or sugges­
tions for the UCHINANCHU staff or per­
haps you would like to join our staff? 
Drop us a line. Please direct your corre-

· Work Injuries Unions PGMA (Participating) 
Auto Accidents Cash HMAA (Participating) 

.... Ask about our HUOA Special .... 

- Free Parking Dr. Mitchel Shimomura 
- Across from Central 2024 N. King SJreet 

Pacific Bank (Kalihi) Phone: 847-8087 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

LICENSE No. C-20346 FREE ESTIMATES 

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL INSTALLATION 

HENRY S . OSHIRO 
HONOLULU - HAWAII I 

TELE: sos· 737-8796 - FAlc: 737-09_01 - PAGER: 577-5995 I 

spondence to: • 
Editor, UCHINANCHU Newsletter 

94-587 Ukee St. 
Waipahu, Hawaii 96797 
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Children at Play 
HUOA Children's FestiYal 

May 3, 1998 
10 am - 2 pm 
Hawaii Okinawa Center 

On May 3rd, the Hawaii Okinawa Center 
-will be the gathering place for the Hawaii 
United Okinawa Association's 4th Annual 
Children's Festival. Named "Warabi 
Ashibi" or Children at Play, this affordable 
fun-filled event is designed to provide our 
young children and their families with ac­
tivities that are fun and associated with 
our Okinawan culture. Activities will in­
clude: 

A funtastic family day for 
children of all ages. 

Hands on Crafts 
. Games 
Onolicious Food 

~hildren's Club Competition, a mini 
Uchinanchu Olympiad 

Keiki Talent Showcase '98 

and many other fun items. 

• j • 

Children receive a free game token -by participating in the UCHINANCHU Connect-a­
. dot Contest, on page 5. Return your entry at the information/scrip window on May 3rd during 
festival hours and receive a free game token. (Limited to one free token per child - Contest 
restrictions will apply.) For additional information please contact us at 6 76-5400. 




