
. 

even years ago, Randy Kuba journeyed to the homeland of his grandparents: Okinawa. It was a 
trip that changed his life. 

"I really didn't know what to expect. It wasn't just the beautiful scenery, or the sub-tropical 
weather of my grapdparents' homeland that impressed me. What moved me the most was the people. 
As I listened to their stories of hardships, sacrifices and over 100,000 innocent lives lost during World 

·War II, I realized how lucky I am to have had ancestors who cared for me and gave me the quality of life I have 
today. At that moment, I also realized how precious life is, and that the time for me to give back to the community 
would be so limited. So I made a commitment then, never to take my heritage for granted. I returned to Hawaii 
knowing I wanted to be part of a movement to promote and perpetuate the Okinawan culture.'' 

On December 3, the sansei, whose grandparents immigrated to Hawaii from the Shuri and KitaNakagusuku . 
areas of Okinawa, was installed as the 45th president of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association. Nearly 1,000 
people attended the program, which was held in the Coral Ballroom of the Hilton Hawaiian Village. Kuba 
selected the site to accommodate the larger audience that had been anticipated. As a result of last year's reorgani
zation of the HUOA, the association consolidated its two annual banquets-the installation and the bonen kai
into one. 

The luncheon program featured the installation of the 1996 officers, recognition of HUOA's "Uchinanchu 
of the Year," sports awards and a full entertainment program. The audience was treated to a top-notch show which 
included performances by guitarist Wayne Takamine; Ryukyu Kobudo Taiko-Hawaii Shibu, led by Calvin 
Nakama Sensei; and twin singers Carolyn and Marlene 
Shimamura.Also on the program were a karate kata pres-
entat10n by mstructor Zenko He1sh1k1's Hawan 
Matsubayashi Karate-Do, of which Kuba is a student; a 

karaoke offering by Kariyushi restaurant owner Steve Yamada; the hula, "Waika," by Kuba' s sister, 
Joann Tanibe; the hot, brassy sound of HNL; and Okinawan music by Grant "Sandaa" Murata Sensei' s 
Afuso-Ryu Gensei Kai-Hawaii Shibu ancf the Hawaii Terukina Choichi Kai. Kuba and his fellow offi-
cers also wowed the audience with a taiko number which they had learned from Calvin Nakama Sensei. 

Inspired by his feelings of thankfulness, Kuba selected "Kahuushi," the Okinawan word for utmost gratitude and appreciation, as the beacon that will guide 
the HUOA in 1996. 

He encouraged the entire Okinawan community to work together in the spirit of "Kahuushi." "We, the members of the HUOA, are like a family, working 
together to reach goals of mutual benefit to ourselves and our community as a whole." 

Kuba previously served as president of the Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club and for two years as an HUOA vice president. In March 1995 he was elevated to 
president-elect. Kuba is also a member of Hui Makaala and treasurer of the Hawaii Uchinanchu Business Group. He chaired the 1994 Okinawan Festival, which 
netted $58,000, monies that were used to carry out HUOA programs. ( continued on page 3) 
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JANUARY 1996 Circulation 10,000 Volume#Sl 
Happy New Year! I hope all of you had 
a safe and happy New Year's celebration. 
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.HUOA CALENDAR 

The arrival of a new year is an auspi
cious occasion, because in many respects, 
it marks a new beginning. This is a special 
year for our Hawaii United Okinawa As-

HOC TRUSTEES MTG. ?pm sociation, for this year we will celebrate 
Hawaii Okinawa Center the 45th anniversary of our founding-45 
KARAOKE/HOC 6:30pm years of serving not only our Okinawan 
BOARD OF DIRECTOR'S MTG, community, but the larger Hawaii com-

, LEADERSHII?, WORKSHOP/HOC 8am munity as well, 45 years of heartfelt 
"Zazen" Introduction Seminar "Kahuushi" to those who paved the way 
Hawaii Okinawa Center 7pm for us and our organization. 

All of us, together, make up the Ha-
MAUI Golf Tournament, waii United Okinawa Association. You, 
W aiehq Golf Course varies through your club presidents who make up 
HOC TRUSTEES MTG. 7pm HUOA's Board of Directors, elected me 
Hawaii Okinawa Center your 1996 president. I thank you for your 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MTG. 7pm faith and confidence in me. 
Hawaii Okinawa Center I have assembled a team of officers, 

FEB 27 KARAOKE/HOC 6:30pm advisors and committee chairpersons who 
MAR 1 MAHALO WAIPIO NIGHT 7pm are committed to serving our community. 

§ We draw our strength from you, our mem-
... Hawaii Okinawa Center "i hers, as well as from our past presidents, 
·g S: MAR 12 BOARD OF DIRECTOR'S MTG. ?pm advisors and other Uchinanchus-at-heart 
l .... i Hawaii Okinawa Center in our community. We don't have all the 
; ] t :; MAR 25 HOC TRUSTEES MTG./HOC 7pm answers. Servingasanoffi~ri a learning 
~ ::f en ~ MAR 26 KARAOKE/HOC 6:30pm " process, and so we ask you to share with us = = ~ = :; ~ ~ ~ MAR 31 HUOA CHILDREN'S FAIR 9am yourideasandknowledgeandadvicebased 
o::c:~l . 
"Cl .... r-- = on your expenence. 
!! 0 ~ ·t The H~waii Okinawa Center will be closed on February 19th. Our agenda for 1996 is an ambitious 

.,_;,;5_...;.'t __ ::: (continued on page 9) 
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UCHINANCHU - would like to express its gra~itude to 
Photographers David Shimabukuro of One Moment in Time 
and Anke Ishikawa for the use of their 1995 Okinawan Festival 
photos that were used in our October issue. Mr➔ Shimabukuro 
also provided the photos for our installation banquet article. 

Changes in the UCHINANCHU have been instituted in an 
effort to save money. Please call or write to us if you h_ave any 
concerns or questions regarding the ch:ange. 

''HOGEN" CLASSES 

(OKINAWAN LANGUAGE) 

TO START AT THE 

HAWAII OKINAWA CENTER • 7 PM 

1ST AND 3RD WEDNESDAYS OF EACH MONTH 

STARTING MARCH 1996 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO FOLLOW 
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING IBIS CLASS, 

PLEASE CONTACT 1HE HUOA office at 676-5400. 

'I!iank... u OU . . . '"Ifie donations to fze{p support tfze 'UCJfI:l'l{_.9l9,{_CJf'll continues to grow witfi each issue. '"Ifie Jfawaii 'llnitea Okf,nawa 
5tssociation, t!i/ Jfawaii Okf,nawa Center, aruf especia{[y tfie 'llCJfI:7'1{_5l:l'l{_CJf'll staff wouuf ul<:f, to tftank_you for sucfi tremerufous generosity aruf 
support. 'Donations were receivea from tfie foffowing supporters during tfie montfis of October, 9{pvem6er, aruf 'December 1995. 
Anonymous Shizuko Higa 
Anonymous Takejiro Higa 
In Memory of Warren H Higa Masako Ige 
Jean Akamine Mitsue Ige 
Toshio & Yoshie Arakaki David Iha 
Roy M Arakawa Larry F Iha 
David M Asato Kimie Isa 
Edward & Catherine Asato Wataru Isa 
M/M Hideo Asato Simpson Kahikina 
Richard & Akiko Dukleth Toshio Kakazu 
Roland Fong Robert Kamida 
Torao & Nancy H Fujimoto Gentoku Kamiya 
Choko Fukuhara Kenji Kaneshiro 
GraceKGima Robert & Edith Kaneshiro
M/M Masaichi Gushikuma Roy & Rose Kaneshiro 
Andrew & Barbara Higa Haruko Katsuren 
Chris Higa Leo & Geanette Kida 
Doris Higa Mitsuko Kina 
Eugene & Carle Higa Harold & Margaret Kiyabu 
Gladys M Higa Antoku Kobashigawa 
Harry N Higa Nancy KLee 
Marion M Higa Sue Leong 
N aosuke Higa M/M Richard Maeda 
Nancy T Higa Larry Matsuda 
Richard & Charlotte Higa Alice Y Matsumoto 
M/M Shigeru Higa Gwen Miyagi 

UCHINANCHU 
The Uchinanchu is a quarterly newsletter for the members of the Hawaii United 
Okinawa Association. Issue dates will depend upon upcoming HUOAevents but will 
generally occur on January 15, April 15, July/Aug, and October 15 of each year. 
Volunteers are always welcome. Send your name and telephone number to: Uchinan
chu Newsletter c/o Hawaii Okinawa Center, 94-587 Ukee Street, Waipahu, Hawaii 
96797 

President ........... Randall M. Kuba 
Newsletter Chairperson ..... Karleen Chinen 

Editor................ Karen Kuba-Hori Production Staff Karen Kuba~Hori 
Manager, Advertising, Finances.... ... Wayne Miyahira 

Karen Kuba-Hori Douglas Miyasato 
Sports Editor..... Wayne Miyahira Gainor Miyashiro 
Production Staff Karleen Chinen Gregg Takara 

Amy Higa Norma Tamashiro 
Rosie Horiuchi Mailing List..... . Gregg Takara 
Carol Kinjo Writers. ... .......... Staff 

"UCHINANCHU" -6.DVERTISING RATES 
Need to communicate a message to the Okinawan community? 

Place an Ad in the UCHINANCHU. 

1/2 page 1/4 page 
size 10 1/4 X 7 1/2 7 1/2 X 5 

1/5 page 
5 X 3 3/4 

1/6 page 1/8 page 
3 1/4 X 3 3 l/4 X 2 

one issue $600 300 150 75 50 
three issues $1,620 810 405 200 135 
six issues $3,000 1,500 750 375 250 
* Prices reflect camera ready Ads, there will be a $25.00 minimum charge for additional 
production work. 

Call Karen Kuba-Hori at 676-5400 or 677-4414 (fax). 

.L_ 
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Chiyo Miyahira Kaoru Sakima 
Yoshinobu Miyahira Edith E Shimabuku 
Robert S Miyasato Takeo Shimabukuro 
James & Miyoko Miyashiro Carol & Toshi Shinozawa 
R N Miyashiro Hisao Shinsato 
S I Miyashiro PaulTaba 
Vernon & Sally Miyashiro Gashin Taira 
M/M Zentaro Miyashiro Lillian Takaesu 
George & Jane Mizushima Jiggs & Wendy Tamashiro 
Doris Nagamine Hiroshi Tamayori 
Aiko Nakama Doris Tengan 
Hideo Nakamine George S Tengan 
Koyei & Hatsuko Nakamoto Wallace T Teruya 
Fred T Nakamura Harriet K Toyama 
James T Nakamura Wallace K Tsuha 
Raymond Nakamura Soyei Uehara 
Ronald K Namihira Masamitsu & Kikuyo Urasaki 
M/M Tokuzo Nishikawa Paul Y Uyehara 
Saburo Nishime Aaron & Terri Uyema 
Kiyoshi Okuhara Earl Wong 
Dan & Miyoko Onaga Richard S Yamaguchi 
Atsushi & Ruth Oshiro Margaret Yamashiro 
Eva Y Oshiro Choki Yara 
Howard & Masayo Oshiro M/M Seiko Yogi 
Tadao Oshiro Alan Yonamine 
MOwara 
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PLEASE KOKUAf 
_ The production .cost for the UCHINANCHU newsletter has escalated due to 
the increase in circulation, postage and label expenses. Your contribution to help 
defray sqr:ne of the expenses will be greatly appreciated! 

Please take the time to make your donation nowf'f! 
--- CLIP HERE 

Name: . Home Ph: 
Address: Bus. Ph: ___ _ 

Enclosed is my donation of$ _____ - to The newsletter Committee Fund. 
Please send check or money order to: 

U.O.A. ,NEWSLETTER FUNl> 
HAWAil OKINAWA CENTER 

-94-587 UKEE STREET 
\VAIPAHU, HAWAII 96797 · . ' 

EDITOR'S NOTE 
Opinions expressed by columnists are their own and do n~t necessarily 
express or reflect those of the UCHINANCHU or the Hawali United 
Okinawa Association. The UCHINANCHU and the Hawaii United Oki
nawa Association does not endorse any business whose advertisements 
appear in the UCHINANCHU Newsletter. Reproduction of materials ap
pearing in the UCHINANCHU are forbidden without permission. 



LITIGATION UPDATE ... AND MOVING FORWARD 
In the closing days of 1995, Hawaii United Okinawa Association mem

bers and supporters received a two-page letter from outgoing president 
Michael Abe informing them that the HUOA had filed a civil lawsuit against 
former president Wil Hokama on December 15, 1995. 

"The complaint states that Mr. Hokama improperly and illegally con
verted HUOA funds to his personal account, control and use, and breached his 
fiduciary duty to the HUOA," Abe explained in the letter. He said HUOA 
attorney Colleen Sakurai had recommended that HUOA file the suit because 
"Mr. Hokama has refused to cooperate and to voluntarily provide his bank 
statements and financial records." 

Abe detailed HUOA's efforts to resolve the matter internally. He noted 
that the board of directors at its October 10 meeting authorized, by a 36 to 1 
vote, the filing of a lawsuit if Sakurai and the litigation committee deemed it 
necessary. 

When efforts to obtain Hokama' s records proved unsuccessful, including 
one attempt following Hokama' s "unannounced appearance" at the Novem
ber 28 board of directors meeting, attorney Sakurai recommended the filing 
of the suit. · 

The lawsuit was filed on December 15 and remains active. 
Two members of the litigation committee -Bob Mayeshiro and Pamela 

Tamashiro- have agreed to continue serving on the panel. They plan to add 
three more individuals who represent a cross-section of the HUOA member
ship to the committee. They will then organize themselves as a eommittee, 
select a chair and establish procedures. 

The committee, or a representative designated by the committee, will then 
ask Wil Hokama to cooperate with the HUOA litigation committee by signing 
a release form which gives HUOA' s investigator access to any and all of his 
financial records. The litigation committee needs access to all of Hokama' s 
financial records so it can determine exactly how much money was diverted. 

Hokama will be given a deadline for signing the release. If he refuses to 
sign the release by the designated date, the litigation committee will ask the 
court to subpoena Hokama' s financial records. 

MOVING FORWARD ... 
While the litigation committee presses on to recover the diverted monies, 

Hawaii United Okinawa Association President Randy Kuba says the organi
zation must also move forward with its programs. 

"We have to keep pushing forward, keep as positive as we can. The thrust 
now for the membership is unity," he says. 

He believes the members' confidence in the HUOA is wavering and that 
members are taking a wait-and-see attitude. That is the result of a combina
tion of issues, said Kuba: the revelation of the diverted funds, and the publicity 
the case generated in the news media. 

"I think the confidence is down, but I don't think it's out," he said. The 
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first thing his team hopes to do is reinstill a sense of dignity in the members. 
"The main thrust will be programs, cultural programs. That has to keep 

going. As much as possible, I really don't want to let go of any of the pro
grams. If only two people show up, at least we made the program available 
to people. The opportunity is there. If people are interested, they can come. 
If they have a taste of it, they can continue. But it has to be offered first." 

Since assuming the presidency of the HUOA on January 1, Kuba has been 
meeting with the various committees and encouraging them to keep going and 
remain positive. 

He said he also wants to work on re-establishing a healthy relationship 
with the various cultural sense is in the Okinawan community. "Some of them 
may have lost confidence in HUOA because the cultural end wasn't really em
phasized last year." 

Restoring confidence iriHUOA also extends to how the organization con
ducts its business now and in the future, he said. The leaders must put more 
thought into their projects, and meetings should be run efficiently and be fun 
for the group. He said HUOA needs to get as many people as possible involved 
in projects. HUOA activities must be better-managed, particularly in fi
nances. 

Kuba concedes that the potential for outside financial support for the or
ganization suffered a setback as a result of the Hokama issue and the publicity 
it generated. "I think it hurt," he says. "We're hurnan_like everybody else. But 
I think it's the way we handle things that people look at. And I think the outside 
community has always looked at the Uchinanchu community as people who 
work well together, and who have a sense of gratitude for one another. They 
work unselfishly on things that are community-oriented.'' 

Kuba believes the Okinawan community is being tested. "It's a test to see 
how strong this community really is. The older generation has been through 
hardships tougher than this. This is nothing compared to their hardships. I 
think this is also a test of the younger generation. They have a choice now to 
really get involved and push the organization further and higher, or become 
indifferent and slowly let it die." 

Despite the mountain of work that lies ahead, Kuba remains optimistic. 
"I'm pretty confident; this community is strong." 

He says the leadership team must continually instill in the membership 
that they are the source of power in the HUOA and that they should not let one 
person control the entire organization. 

"Look at how much we've accomplished as a group. We've done so much. 
The Hawaii Okinawa Center is debt-free. I don't know of ;my organization 
that can do something like that. And the way we work on the festival and stuff 
like that ... It's actually the membership that makes HUOA strong, not the 
leaders." 

Kuba believes, "The membership is worth more than they think. That has 
to be the thrust in 1996." 

( continued from page 1) Kuba - Spirit of Kahuushi the audience that the HUOA and its finances are "in good shape" and that a 
Kuba graduated from Kailua High School detailed report would be made available to members after the final accou~t-

and the University of Hawaii at Manoa, where ing is completed. "In the meantime, the association has already adopted strm-
he majored in education. He is a transportation gent new fiscal policies that will ensure that problems do not occur in the fu-
consultant for the Overnite Transportation Corn- ture," he said, adding that other pro-active measures would be instituted to 
pany and Managing Director of Pilot Service improve operation of the HUOA. 
USA-International, Inc., an import-export firm "Under my administration, I can assure you that we will not abandon our 
in partnership with the Nakada Corporation of course because of troubled waters. We have come this far fueled by one thing: 
Okinawa. an abiding respect for our shared cultural legacy, forged by our ancestors." 

The officers were installed by Circuit Court With that has come the support of others in Hawaii's multi-ethnic cornmu-
Judge HerbertShirnabukuro. ServingtheHUOA nity and in Okinawa. "We must not lose sight of these simple truths or lose 
membership as 1996 officers will be ~uba, the fire of our passion, our Uchinanchu spirit," he said. 
President-elect Dexter Teruya; Vice Presidents "This organization belongs to you,". emphasized Kuba. He said the 
Roylrei,PamelaTarnashiroandWesleyWaniya; HUOA needs to continually groom "quality" leaders who are committed to 

RANDY PREPARING HIMSELF Executive Secretary . Gladys Tokunaga-Asao; perpetuating the Okinawan culture and to maintaining unity within the 
FOR ms TA1Ko DEBUT Assistant Executive Secretary Jane _______ HUOA. 

Yuri Uyehara; Recording Secre- "The strength of 
tary Thelma Lam; Corresponding Secretary Marion Arakaki; any leader comes from 
Japanese Corresponding Secretary Shigeko Asato; Treasurer the strength of the 
Randall Kurnabe; and Assistant Treasurer Lillian Takata. membership," Kuba 

Congratulatory messages were offered by state Personnel told the audience. He 
Services Director James Takushi, City Managing Director Bob called on HUOA rnem-
Fishrnan, Consul General ofJ apan Kishichiro Amae and United bers to share their kiai 
Japanese Society President Bob Nakasone. (li~e. energy). in bring-

In his speech as outgoing president, Michael Abe cited the irig the community to-
two highlights of his term: President Bill Clinton's visit to the gether. "With our 
1995 Okinawan Festival during the 50th anniversary corri- hearts together, we can 
mernoration of the end of World War II, and a November realize our dream and 
program which honored Okinawan issei who were 87 years of make a difference in 
age and older. He also commented on a Honolulu Advertiser our community." 
story about an HUOA internal investigation into missing funds (FROM L To R) TAMASHIRO, IREr, TERUYA, wrrH PRESIDENT KUBA The new president 
that had been traced back to 1994-95 President Wil Hokama. Abe said he was concluded his talk by expressing gratitude to his late grandparents f o.r having 
certain the HUOA would continue to grow under Kuba' s leadership. "I know the strength to leave their homeland in search of a better life in Hawaii. "We, 
Randy, in this following year, will follow through with the growth and make the sansei and yonsei, are the beneficiaries of their lives of hardships and sac-
the dreams come true." rifices." He also thanked his parents, Richard and Marjorie Kuba, sisters 

Kuba also addressed the issue of the missing funds. He said the associa- Joann and Naomi and other family members and friends for their unwaver-
tion had tried to "correct the situation as a private, family matter." He assured ing support. 

(Please see page 12for additional information about your new officers) 
' 
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UCHINANCHU WELCOMES IN THE NEW YEAR 
he Hawaii United Okinawa Association has developed and grown immensely during the 
past fifty issues. With this issue, the HUOA celebrates the publication of the 51 st edition 
of the official publication of our organization. On April 30th, 1983, issue I was published, 

under the guidance of Editor Ruth Adaniya and Asst. Editor Lorraine Oda. Her staff included Maurice 
Yamasato, Jean Seki, Florence Nashiro, Lillian Hokama, and many talented writers. Their dedication 

to establish and maintain communication between the United Okinawan Association and its membership, helped the HUOA to become 
a stronger and more unified organization. As we enter a new year and administration, the staff ofUCHINANCHU wanted our readership 
to reflect on the past and present, and consider the future of HUOA. To accomplish this task, we asked our most experienced mem
bers, our former Presidents, to consider· these issues. The following article, reflect their thoughts. 

PAST What do you think has been HUOA's greatest ac
complishment? (If you have an idea other than the building of 
the Hawaii Okinawa Center, please share it.) 

CHOZEN KANETAKE (1954-55): 
"Our greatest accomplishment was fin

ishing the Hawaii Okinawa Center." 

CHOKI KANETAKE (1958-59): 
"There are many accomplishments, but I 

consider the following as stand-outs: 
1) The friendship mission initiated by the 

U.S.Army'sRYCOM(RyukyuCommand) 
in 1958 invited the participation of the ear
lier UOA to become goodwill ambassadors 

CHOZEN KANETAKE between the U.S. Army government in 
Ryukyu and the people of Okinawa. Each 
year, newly elected officers were guests of 

the Army as well as the civilian government, which provided orientation of 
the governance and policies of the Ryukyus. I believe the personal contact 
with the Ryukyu officials reinforced the close ties and kinship between the 
Hawaii Okinawans and the homeland Okinawans. This 'people-to-people' 
program worked marvelously. The warm reception of the Okinawans has re
mained steadfast over the many years." 

2) Publication of 'Uchinanchu'-an important book which recorded the 
history of the Okinawans in Hawaii. It was a joint project of the Ethnic Stud
ies Oral History Project of the University of Hawaii and the United Okinawan 
Association." 

FUMIO TERUYA (1973-74): 
"Hawaii Okinawa Center was great, 

but having brought all the kenjin kai 
together, statewide, is another accom
plishment, in my opinion." 

STANLEY TAKAMINE (1979-80): 
"The membership and the commu

nity at-large have been the fortunate 
recipients of many meaningful activi
ties sponsored by HUOA, such as the 
year-round celebrations we held in FUMIOTERUYA 

1980 and 1990 in honor of our courageous issei who left their beloved home
land and loved ones to settle in Hawaii,the Okinawan Festival, sponsorship 
of many cultural performances, etc." 

ROY KANESHIRO (1982-83): 
"HUOA's greatest accomplishment was unifying its clubs and solidifying 

its membership. As a result, activities such as the jubilee, sports program, 
study tours, festivals, craft fair, construction of the Hawaii Okinawa Center 
and many other activities have successfully evolved. These activities have 
helped HUOA achieve its goal of promoting and perpetuating the Uchinan-
chu culture." · 

WAYNE MIYAHIRA(1990-91): 
"HUOA's greatest accomplishment was the creation and maintenance of 

our system of volunteering. Our system is based solely on the simple prem
ise that if we expect anyone to help us in the future, we must honor the obli
gation to help others today, whether it is an individual request or a request for 
help at an event like the Okinawan Festival. Each of our members is allowed 
to get involved as much as or as little as they choose. We honestly feel that all 
Uchinanchu and Uchinanchu-at-heart will do their share of volunteering for 
our community at some time during their lifetime. We are patient. We will 
wait for you." 

PRESENT AND FUTURE What should 
HUOA's role be for its members and the Okinawan commu
nity-now, and in the future? What should HUOA's major 
concern be? 

CHOZEN KANETAKE (1954-55): 
"HUOA is a leader in the community in sports, business, politics and com

munity service. If we can start educational programs in the Japanese lan
guage, our young people will be able to communicate better with Japan and 
Okinawa." 

CHOKI KANETAKE (1958-59): 
"I would like to see the continuation of the Okinawan Festival, held annu

ally, primarily for the following reasons: 

CHOKI KANETAKE 

1) It is a good source of fund-raising 
for worthwhile projects, such as pro
viding scholarships to college students 
requiring financial assistance. It also 
provides resources for the various 
sonjin kai to carry on their own func
tions. 

2) Provides real examples of Okina
wan culture, ranging from dances and 
music to native costumes and pre
pared foods. Not only does it educate 
its own membership, but disseminates 
information about the Okinawan cul
ture to the general public. 

3) More importantly, the spirit of 
cooperation and special bonding among the Uchinarichu has been showcased 
since the inception of the Okinawan Festival. It serves as a role model for the 
younger generation-sansei, yonsei, etc. 

Because of the tight bond and close cooperation among the local Uchinan
chu, there is a fear that we're becoming ethnocentric. We should reach out 
to other ethnic groups and learn about their culture. In spite of the wide di
versity, we have to learn to co-exist harmoniously. A good symbol is the rain
bow, which has distinct colors and yet is connected tightly." 

AKIRASAKIMA

AKIRA SAK.IMA (1972-73): 
"We should continue the educa

tional tours to Okinawa which started 
in the 1980s, student exchange pro
gram, and cultural programs. It pro
vides our members with a greater un
derstanding of our cultural origins, 
which will make us a stronger and 
greater organization. 

We should become more active, 
globally. We should keep our com
munications open with all our counter
parts. Our membership with the 
United Japanese Society is one ex

ample. At this time, our relationship with Okinawa is very good. I feel it 
shows mutual respect and this we should maintain-also, with our congres
sional delegation. The mere fact that President Clinton visited our festival 
shows our acceptance within the greater commu
nity." 

HENRY UYESHIRO (1976-77): 
"HUOA should continue its efforts to provide cul

tural dances, festivals, recitals, and activities such 
as the craft fairs to get our community more in
volved. We should continue to keep Okinawans in 
the forefront by appreciating our own heritage. We 
must upkeep and maintain the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center and continue to utilize it. Unity and goodwill 
are a must." 

HENRY UYESHIRO SEIAN HOKAMA (1964-65): 
"I am satisfied and happy with what HUOA is doing. Keep up the good 

work, everyone; you are doing a good job." 
(continued on the next page) 



(continued from page 4) 

FUMIO TERUYA (1973-74): 
"HUOA should not be dragged into politics." 

STANLEY TAKAMINE (1979-80): 
"The members ofHUOA are the key to whether 
the association will still exist in years to come. 
Our children, grandchildren and succeeding 
generations must carry on the traditions we in
herited from our parents and grandparents. That 
is to promote and preserve the Okinawan his
tory, culture, arts and crafts and other activities 
to maintain the identity of our rich h_eritage. 

As an offspring of HUOA, HOC is trying to 
make its facilities more accessible to the mem.,. 

1 bership. Just to stir your mind, what would be 
STANLEY TAKAMINE your thoughts.on purchasing the property across 

HOC for $4.5 million? Seem far-fetched? Well, think about this! If the lot is 
sold to someone else, we will lose our parking lot for events such as the craft 
fairs, large banquets, special celebrations, etc. If. we purchase the lot, we can 
build a small shopping center, negotiate with a banking institution and/or 
other businesses to lease office space, lease parking space, etc. N~turally, to 
accomplish this, we will need to tap your pocketbooks for additionaljingwa. 
Just think: about this!" 

ROY KANESIDRO (1982-83): 
"HUOA is a large, unified and active organization and has the capability to 

effectively help the community. It should, therefore, expand and diversify its 
activities to include more community services. For example, activities could 
include helping with the Food Bank, working with the disadvantaged or eld
erly, cleaning up or adopting a highway or park. By reaching out into the co~
munity and diversifying our activities, we may be able to involve more Ucht
nanchus, grow as an organization, and help better our community. 

Major concerns for HUOA should include: 
1) sustaining the interest and enthusiasm of our membership; 
2) getting the younger people (fourth and fifth generations) involved in 

order to maintain HUOA's goal to promote and perpetuate the Uchinanchu 
culture; and 

3) ensuring the financial viability of the 
Hawaii Okinawa Center." 

EDWARD KUBA (1986-87): 
"The organization of festivals provided 

the foundation for building the HOC. Mak
ing HOC financially secure should be our 
major concern." 

JOHN TASATO (1989-90): 
"I think HUOA ',s responsibility, now and 

in the future, is to perpetuate the Okinawan 
culture for all generations to follow. 
HUOA's role is to assist member clubs: EDWARD KUBA 

• to generate interest and encourage club 
involvement, 

• pass on experiences to new and yo,unger club members, 
• join in the fun of participation, fellowship, and experience different tasks, 
• foster special talents or skills from club members; 
• by understanding our own culture, we may then be able to understand and 

contribute to Hawaii's unique multi-ethnic community. 
The demands of this age are extraordinary. To meet them, we need to seek 

out devoted and energetic 'amateur' leaders. The true Uchinanchu spirit is to 
accept a task, not for money or to please the crowd, not for professional pres
tige or promoting oneself, but for the love and fun of it. We must g~asp the 
coricept of 'Kanaganatu (Simply Together)' and strengthen our Uchmanchu 
identity in pursuit of the true essence of our culture. Kanaganatu ... " 

JANE F. SERIKAKU (1993-94): 
"HUOA' s role to tie in with our third genera

tion of HUOA is a major concern now and in 
the future-the concerted effort to involve our 
sansei, yonsei, etc. in leadership roles at the 
club and HUOA level. 

I believe that we need to continue/accelerate 
our effort in providing opportunities for our 
younger generations to understand and appre
ciate our culture/traditions to ensure the pres
ervation and perpetuation of what we believe 
to be most precious. 

We need to be creative in documenting the 
'heart and soul' of our issei's experiences to 
ensure that their legacy lives on (more oral his

tory on video, compiling written documents, etc.)." 
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WAYNE MIYAHIRA (1990-91): 
"The HUOA' s strong foundation has always been based on the strength of 

our member clubs. The clubs, in tum, draw their strength from individual 
members and families that make up our 51 member clubs we have statewide. 
HUOA' s role is to continue to foster the growth of each member club through 
leadership and training. Only through the cohesive umbrella organization that 

HUOA has become 
can we continue to 
strive for the preser
vation, promotion 
and perpetuation of 
the Okinawan culture 
in Hawaii. 

HUOA's current 
and future concern 
has to be the preser
vation of the strength 
and cohesiveness of 
our community 

WAYNE MIYAHIRA, JOHNTASATO,AND ISAACHOKAMA through new energy 
and new ideas from 

an increasingly larger circle of committed, experienced club leaders." 

ISAAC HOKAMA (1991-92): 
HUOA's main role is to pass on the Okinawan culture to the younger gen

eration. Get the younger generation involved. It must continue with the cul
tural activities, and transfer the leadership roles to upcoming new leaders." 

Note: When the idea for this article was conceived, we did not realize the 
complexity of our seemingly simple questions. We apologize to the past presi
dents who did not have time to respond to our request. This article was 
originally scheduled to be printed to celebrate our 50th issue, and reflect the 
thoughts of past HUOA Presidents previous to 1995. 

Pearl City Florist 
Fl.ORAL SERVICES FOR ALL OCCASIONS, \ 

• Floral Bouquets • Fresh Cut Flowers/Proteas 
• Weddings and Proms • Assorted Leis 
• Funeral Wreaths and Sprays • Pack for Shipping/Travel 

Tom Nago 
President 

SERVING: 
Leeward, Central Oahu and 

Honolulu areas 

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

Shari Kikuchi Dorothy Nakashima 
Head Designer Consultant 

. Js7EC;1:itti"t:C;i:~t'lh~~ "\~~.:~:r <n*To 

I 

.455-2012 
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(continued from page 7 - Okinawan New Year) 

Ueunten got his first taste of nakami soup, made from the stomach of the 
pig, and loved it. His Yonabaru relatives didn!t have pig's feet soup on New 
Year's eve, but they did have lots of spirits. He;_and his uncles began their 
celebrating with beer and then moved on to awamori, finally ringing in the 
new year with that yankee favorite, scotch. 

The women worked late into the night, preparing food what he de
scribed as "finger foods"-sashimi, rafute, sushi, bacon wrapped around 
gobo. The men didn't seem to be in a great hurry to go out and pay their 
respects to their elders on New Year's Day. Ueunten said his uncles slept in 
on New Year's morning. 

"The traditional fishing and farming communities don't really celebrate 
on the western New Year's," he said. They follow the lunar calendar and 
celebrate New Year's the same time as the Chinese, who so heavily influence 
Okinawan culture. 

Oshogatsu is an interesting time for Hawaii's Uchinanchu, for while 
they hold fast to some traditions from the old country, their celebrations 
have also been influenced by the diversity of cultures here in our Islands. 

1996 Cultural Calendar 

January 21, 1996 • Sunday • 2 pm • Kaimuki High School 
Toma Toyoko Sokyoku Kenkyu Kai 

First Formal Koto Recital-"Kahuushi - In Appreciation" 
From Okinawa: Isa Tsuru Sensei, Tawata Sumi Kaicho, Arashiro 
Seiko Shihan and others, and Minoru Miyagi DanceStudio. 
Also featured from Hawaii: Kikue Kaneshiro Ryubu Kai, Yoshiko 
Nakasone Ryubu Kenkyusho and Majikina Horyu Buyo Dojo. 
Please see corresponding article on this page for additional 
information. 

April 20, 1996 • Saturday • 6:30pm • Blaisdell Concert Hall 
Jinpuu Hoge Kai -

Nakasone Yoshiko Ryubu Kenkyusho 
"Hoge No Mai---40th Anniversary Recital and Concert to 
Commemorate Nakasone Sensei's 57th Anniversary in the 
Performing Arts". Ticket details to follow. 

May 4, 1996 •Saturday• 3 pm• Farrington High Auditorium 
Toguchi Mitsuko Ryubu Kenkyusho 

10th Anniversary Recital 
Sponsored by the State of Hawaii, Kalihi-Palama Culture Center 
with participation from invited Hawa~i and Okinawa senseis. 
Ticket details to follow. 

HUO . 
SPOR 

Kauai Golf Tournament - August 17th and 18th 

KARATE - Classes offered at Hawaii Okinawa Center 

"No matter how you may excel in the art of te, 
and in your scholastic endeavors, 
nothing is more important than your behavior 
and your humanity as observed in daily life." 

Teijunsoku, Okinawan Scholar 

The art of Karate or 
T_e was developed as a 
method of self defense 
and preservation. Its 
history is primarily 
based on oral history 
and miscellaneous his
torical records, as de-
finitive documentation 

is unavailable. The Okinawans developed their own unique art of self
defense called Te, literally meaning hand or hands. The unique characteris
tic of Okinawan Te, from kempo or other martial arts from China, is the 
emphasis on makiwara practice to develop the fists, toes, elbows, and shuto 
(knife hands). 

Based on Ryukyuan (Okinawan) literature the artform of Okinawan Te 
predates that of Chinese Karate or To-Te (to is read in Chinese character as 
kara, empty). However, in the late 17th and early 18th century Te did merge 
with the Chinese style of martial arts to form the present day Karate. 

During the subjugation of the Ryukyus in 1609 by the Satsuma clan in 
Japan, Te was practiced and refined, despite the enforcement of a ban of the 
use of all weapons and the practice of the martial arts by the Ryukuans. This 
forbidden art was passed down from father to 
son in secret for 350 years. 

Because of the secrecy in which Te was 
practiced, there exists no clear evidence as to 
the various styles and classifications of Karate 
during its formative years. Presently, how
ever, Karate is divided into two main groups: 
Shorei-ryu or Naha-te and Shorin-ryu or Shuri
te. Naha-te is divided into two styles: Goju
ryu and Uechi-ryu. Shuri-te is divided into 
three styles: Matsubayshi-Ryu and two Shorin
ryus. 

In Hawaii, three Karate schools are active 
participants with the Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association. They iriclude: Hawaii Senbu-
Kan Karate Dojo, underHeadlnstructorTomu Leon Burton from the 
Arakawa; Matsubayashi-RyuKarateDo, under Matsubayashi Ryu Karate-Do 
Head Instructor Zenko Heshiki; and Nuuanu 
YMCA Okinawan Shorin-Ryu Karate, under Head Instructor Tommy Morita. 

The HUOA in its efforts to promote cultural programs in Hawaii has 
developed Okinawan Karate classes under the guidance of Sensei Heshiki at 
the Hawaii Okinawa Center. Offered on Tuesday and Thursday nights, and 
Saturday mornings these classes offer students the philosophy, discipline and 
beauty of Karate. 

Zenko Heshiki, a 7th Dan Karate Master and Zen priest shares his "way 
of life" as he teaches Karate Do to his students. It has always been Heshiki 
sensei's vision to teach at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. He believes that "all 
youngsters of Okinawan ancestry must be encouraged to participate and re
kindle the culture of Okinawa. The Hawaii Okinawa Center is a place of shar
ing and perpetuating the unique culture of the Okinawan people and fostering 
goodwill and understanding between people of Hawaii, United States, and 
other world nations. 

We need you 
We need your understanding 
We need your support to instill cultural activities at the Hawaii Okinawa Center." 

Heshiki Sensei would like to open his classes to more children. If you 
are interested in participating, please contact the Hawaii Okinawa Center at 
676-5400, or Mel Gushiken (488-6957)/John Tasato (455-7888). 

ASSOCIATED MEMORIAL GROUP 
NUUANU AND KUKUI MORTUARY 

Kauai's Uchinanchus are extending an invitation to all golfers, islandwide to participate in 
their 2nd Annual Okinawan Invitational Golf Tournament. Come and enjoy fellowship and 
beauty of Kauai. DERWIN S. TSUTSUI 

Funeral Director 
Assistant Manager 

This premier sporting event will be held on August 17th - 18th, at the Wailua Municipal Golf 
Course, and will be based on 36 hole play. If you are interested in attending, please contact Yuki 
Arashiro on Kauai at (808) 822-4270. 

lIAwAn UNITED OKINAWA AssocIATION MIXED HocP BOWLING LEAGUE 

Th<? combination team of Go-tama captured top honors for our bowling league that ended 
recently. With cold determination, this team of rock steady bowlers used their handicaps to good 
advantage as they won important games throughout the 32 weeks of league play ... to wind up the 
best of 18 teams. Katsuren II took runner-up honors and Kochinda, Katsuren I and Nago finished 
thired, fourth and fifth, respectfully. 

INDIVIDUAL LEAGUE LEADERS WERE: 

Handicap High Average: 
High Average: 
Handicap High Series: 
High Series: 
Handicap High Single: 
High Single: 

Shea Kusuhara (207) Aggie Tamashiro (210) 
Dave Kitashiro (184) Jackie Phillips (165) 
Duane Yamaguchi (777)Dawn Tamanaha (728) 
Carl Nakata (672) Wanda Solano (574) 
Clarence W~ng (293) Janet Oshiro (278) 
Harry Oshiro (257) Naoko Kirihara (235) 

Kukui Mortuary 
2233 Nuuanu Ave. 

(808)537-5548 •

tll. 
Nuuanu Mortuary 
2233 Nuuanu Ave. 

(808) 537-3907 

'. FREE MARKET ANALYSIS of your property. Info on buying/selling 
I 

Realtor Associate, CRS GRI 
Certified Residential Specialist 

Graduate Realtors' Institute 
Home Off: 839-5759 till 11 pm 

Digital: 576-5795 
--- Also properties on Big Island, Maui, and Kauai 

1B --
KUMAI REAL1Y INC. 

98-030 Hebha Street, Building 7, Suite 16 
Aiea,Hawaii 96701 

(IK>S) 488-0771 Fax: 486-2476 



( continued from page 1) - Randy's KA.DU. There is so much we need to 
do in order to ensure the HUOA's fiscal, organizational, cultural and 
spiritual stability for generations to come. 

While the Hawaii United Okinawa Association is financially sound, I 
must be honest with you. We don't hav~ much money to work with this year. 
The HUOA traditionally uses the proceeds from the previous year's Okina
wan Festival to fund its programs for the year. That has been the practice 
since the HU OA began sponsoring the Okinawan Festival. However, despite 
all your hard work, last year's festival profits were about $14,000, some 
$43,000 less than 1994. We expect to get the final numbers in a few weeks. 

As much as possible, we do not want to dip into our savings accounts to 
fund projects. That being the case, we must all pull together, and wherever 
possible, seek outside sources of funding and/or in-kind donations, and work 
hard to make each event or endeavor as successful as possible · for our 
community. 

While we' re on the subject of finances, I also want to let you know that 
we plan to keep you abreast of our financial status. Via our UCHINANCHU 
newsletter, we will keep you informed of the revenues and expenditures of 
every activity or event sponsored by the HUOA, beginning with the 1995 
Okinawan Festival. This is your money, and I truly believe that we must be 
accountable to you, our members. 

We also need to work on improving communication within 
our organization. You should not have _to learn about problems 
within our organization from the news media. It is our respon
sibility as your officers to keep you informed, whether the news 
is good or bad. Should something beyond our control happen 
that requires an immediate response, be assured that I will 
respond with the best interests of HUOA in mind. 

It's really important that we communicate with each other. 
If you have concerns or ideas, we want to hear them. I can't 
promise that everything will go your way. We live in a democ
racy and the majority must prevail. But please feel free to call our 
HUOA office and leave a message for me, or write to me here. 
Our HUOA address is 94-587 Ukee St., Waipahu, HI 96797. 

Besides the full slate of cultural and community activities 
we have planned for this year, we need to move full speed ahead on a number 
of very important items: completing the 50l(c) (3) non-profit tax exempt 
status for our HUOA member clubs; fund-raising for the HOC Endowment; 
planning for the year 2000, marking the 100th anniversary of the arrival in 
Hawaii of our first Okinawan immigrants; and looking 50 years into the 
future and laying the groundwork for a.long-range plan for the HUOA. We 
also need to continue to inspire our up-and-coming leaders and provide them 
with the tools and insight to be good leaders who are committed to serving 
our community. These are all seeds that need to be planted now, and nurtured 
in the years to come. 

First and foremost, however, we must resolve, within the HUOA, the 
issue of the monies that former president Wil Hokama diverted into his own 
personal accounts. Make no mistake about my position: when I talk about 
resolving the problem "within the HUOA," I don't mean "sweep it under the 
rug" and pretend it didn't happen. We have a financial and a moral respon
sibility to you, our members, to pursue the return of those funds. And we will. 
Our litigation committee will keep you informed of developments via the 
Uchinanchu newsletter. 

To Wil Hokama, I say this: if you truly understand the pain and embar
rassment the Okinawan community is going through because of this situ
ation and the negative publicity it has generated, please cooperate, so we can 

YOUNG OKINAWANS OF HAWAII 

Charity Golf Tournament 

Saturday - March 2, 1996 
KAPOLEIGOLFCOURSE 

Entry Fee: $100.00 
Includes green fees, cart, Awards Banquet and 

a 40% deductible gift. 

Grand Prize: Round Trip Air Fare to Las Vegas 
Other Major Prizes ! ! ! 

For More Information, contact: 
Calvin Nakama - 577-3104 (pager) 

Kevin Uyehara - 833-7770 
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resolve this issue and get back to doing what we do best: celebrate our culture 
and serve our community. 

Our treasury will balance again once the funds are returned. I am certain 
of that. What worries me more is whether our Okinawan community will ever 
be whole again-trusting, happy, committed and united in our efforts to keep 
our Okinawan culture and heritage alive. 

IfI was given only one wish this year, it would be that we all come together 
again as a family, doing what is right, not just for a few individuals, but for 
our entire community. 

These past few months, while driving home late at night after meetings, 
I've asked myself why I'm involved in HUOA. Why do I spend so much time 
meeting with people and with committees? I have a business that I've ne
glected because of the problems we have experienced, and family and friends 
who I rarely see. 

The answer came to me eight years ago during my first trip to Okinawa 
with my cousin, Ed Kuba. Visiting the area where my grandparents had come 
from, meeting relatives, hearing stories about my family, and seeing the pride 
my relatives felt for what I had made of my life ... I made a promise to myself 
then: that I would n-ever take my heritage for granted, and I would do all I could 
in the short time I have to serve to help other Okinawans in Hawaii-particu

larly young Okinawans - realize the beauty of our 
cultural heritage. 

We always talk about how courageous our isseis 
were, how much they sacrificed for their children and 
grandchildren and the generations that would follow. 
They really were courageous. People like my grandpar
ents left their homes in Okinawa in the early 1900s to 
come to a land they knew nothing about. They did b_ack
breaking work from sun up to sun down for mere pennies 
a day so they could feed and clothe and educate ~eir chil
dren. They endured the discrimination and ridicule of 
being Okinawan - and yet they remained proud Uchi
nanchus who lived their culture every day of their lives. 

We have come this far in our lives because of the 
courage and sacrifices of our isseis. We have good jobs~ 

many of us are government and community leaders. Some of us have our own 
businesses. We live comfortably and drive nice cars. We send our children to 
the best schools. / 

The problems we experienced last year are nothing compared to the ad
versities the isseis faced and overcame to give us our proud Okinawan heri
tage. 

The Okinawan community has always felt blessed that so many young 
people have gotten involved in the culture - learning dance, koto, samisen, 
taiko, paranku, and other aspects of our culture. In our young Okinawans, we 
saw our future. They would keep the Okinawan experience alive for genera
tions to come, long after we are gone. 

But each generation stands on the shoulders of the generation bef~re it. If 
the shoulders are strong, the next generation will also be strong and secure. 
If the shoulders are weak, the foundation will crumble, and the next genera-
tion will fall. · 

We need to give our Uchinanchu community and our young Okinawans 
a reason to keep the faith and carry on. And with your help and support, I know 
we will. 

Again, on behalf of your HUOA officers and our hard-working staff at the 
Hawaii Okinawa Center, I wish you all a happy, healthy and prosperous 1996. 
With our hearts together, let's all go forit! 

Maui Okinawa Golf Club 
invites you to participate in their -

18th Annual Invitational Golf Tournament 

February 17th - 18th 
W aiehu Golf Course 

W aiehu, Maui 

This 36 hole, tournament is open to any golfer of Okinawan 
ancestry or their spouse; or is a member. ~r guest of a 
member of Maui Okinawa Golf Club. Entry fee is $60.00 
per person, which includes green fees, .an awards banquet, 
over $5,000 in prizes, and a $25.00 tax deductible donation 
to the Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai. (Please note: Cart Fees 

· are not included with your entry fee) 

Entry forms are available at all municipal golf courses in 
Hawaii, at Trans Pacific Touts (808 737-5547), and at the 
Hawaii United Okinawa Association (808 676-5400). Entry 
deadline is February 10th. For additionai information, 

please contact Chairman Jack Gushiken, at 
(808) 244-5964. 
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elub 
News 

YOUNG OKINAWANS OF HAWAII 

SENIORS HOSTED AT YOH CBRISTMAS BASH 
Young Okinawans of Hawaii presented its annual Christmas luncheon program for senior citizens 

on December 9 at the Jikoen Social Hall. More than 500 seniors attended the event, themed, "Okage 
Sama De." They were treated to a rafute (shoyu pork) bento lunch that had been prepared by YOH 
members; door prizes, including several inter-island airline tickets; and a lively program of Okinawan 
entertainment. YOH's Santa Claus (Larry Dolan) also had a gift for every senior who attended the 

party. 
The event was chaired by member 

Mitchell Shimamura. It began with wel
coming remarks from YOH President 
Kevin Uyehara, which were read by Presi-

1 dent-elect Jay Ogawa, because Uyehara 
was in Okinawa. The invocation was 
offered by Rev. Chikai Y osemori of the 
Jikoen Hongwanji Mission. Those at
tending the program enjoyed Christmas
colored andagi that had been cooked up 

EvENSANTACANKACHAsm!YOH'sSANTACLAusLARRYDoLANJOINs and donated by the Hawaii Taiko Kai. 
MEMBERS OF TIIE YOUNG OKINAW ANS OF HAWAII IN TIIE KACHASHI FINALE. YOH members also kept their guests re-
freshed by serving them hot tea and cool water. Newly installed 1996 HUOA President Randall Kuba 
joined YOH members in passing out cups of water to seniors. 

YOH has been sponsoring the Christmas luncheon program for senior citizens since 1982. What 
began in 1982 as a modest Christmas luncheon program for about 50 seniors at the Lanakila Senior 
Center has ballooned into a major event that brings great joy to many Okinaw..an seniors. Although 
the group organizes numerous projects for its members and the community during the year, the 
seniors' Christmas luncheon is it's most ambitious undertaking. 

Hui O LAuLIMA 
THELMA ARAKAWA INCOMING PRESIDENT 

Hui O Laulima installed its 1996 officers and directors at a December 10th program attended by 
about 100 members and supporters. The Christmas luncheon and installation program was held at 
the Pacific Beach Hotel. Lunch was served after a moving rendition of "The Queen's Prayer" by 
emcee Tina Kaneshiro. 

1996 HUI O LAULIMA PREsIDENT THELMA ARAKAWA (R) PRESENTS 

AN APPRECIATION PLAQUE TO JEAN AGENA 

Outgoing President Jean Agena presented . 
monetary gifts to the Hawaii Okinawa Center 
and the Jikoen Hongwanji Mission for their 
support during the past year. Accepting the 
gift on behalf of the HOC was its executive 
director, Stanley Takamine. Chihoko 
Yosemori, wife of Rev. Chikai Yosemori, 
accepted the gift on behalf of Jikoen. Ethel 
Kawakami, who has helped Hui O Laulima 
with its andagi sale at the State Farm Fair for 
many years, was recognized as an honorary 
member. Agena also introduced Hiroko Hi
gashionna, Hui O Laulima' s "Woman of the 
Year" and 1995 "Uchinanchu of the Year." 

Agena thanked her fellow officers and Hui O Laulima members for their support. During her term, 
members had several opportunities to learn more about the Okinawan culture through such activities 
as the cultural workshop, which was held at the 
HOC in August. Hui O Laulima also organized 
and operated the Cultural Tent at the 1995 Oki
nawa Festival. Members participated in com
munity service projects and got better acquainted 
with each other during a hike into Diamond 
Head. And, for the first time, Hui O Laulima 
and the Young Okinawans of Hawaii teamed up 
in operating the andagi booth at the State Farm 
Fair. (continued on next column) 

Thinking of Buying or Selling Real Estate? 
I!) Free home evaluation and consultation 

Information on Ko Olina Fairways, 
I!) Royal Kunia or any Real Estate 

Project in Hawaii 

''L ·ve o r 'Dream" I!) F1uent in both English and Japanese 

Fl 1R,\i\'SIIISL ' "FRANCES" '.\JAK:\CHI ( Rl 
f;;a Herbert K. Horita Realty. Inc. 

Pearl Ridge Office Bus. 487-1561 
P3_~-1:-· . 98- 150 Kaonohi St .. Aiea 96701 Res. 487-1692 
--· Digital Pager 577-9255 Fax 487-3764 

(Hui O Laulima - continued) The 1996 officers, led 
by President Thelma Arakawa, were installed by Past 
President Ella Teruya and 1996 HUO~ President 
Randall Kuba. He congratulated the new officers and 
thanked Hui O Laulima members for their outstanding 
work with the festival's cultural tent. 

Serving with Arakawa will be Bobbi Kuba, 1st v
preside~t; Elsie Kawakone, 2nd v-president;Joy Ige, 
Recording Secretary; Hiroko Higashionna, correspond
ing secretary; Doris Yamashiro, treasurer; Arleen Paek, 
asst. treasurer; and Jean Y amasato, auditor. Dorothy 
Hoe, Gerri Maeda, Myrtle Kaneshiro and Jean Agena 
will serve on Hui O Laulima' s Board of Directors. 

Arakawa thanked the members for their involve
ment in Hui O Laulima activities and urged them to get 
to know each other - and their culture - by participat
ing in club projects. 

The afternoon ended on a festive musical note, 
with the presentation of Christmas tunes by the Trade
winds, a contemporary barbershop quartet. 

Hui ALu, /Ne. 
KAUAI'S HUI ALU TO 
STAGE DANCE FESTIVAL 

For the first time in a decade, Hui Alu, Inc., an 
HUOA member club on Kauai, will stage an Okina
wan Dance Festival. The Festival will be held Friday 
and Saturday, May 17 and 18, at the Kapaa Beach 
Park. It will feature Okinawan music and dance, an 
exhibit of Okinawan culture, and games and food. 
Music will be provided by the Hawaii Terukina Choi
chi Kai, led by Grant "Sandaa" Murata. 

According to Hui Alu President Alan Hiranaka, the 
event is open to everyone. He said Hui Alu members 
hope Uchinanchus and Uchinanchu-at-heart from 
throughout the state of Hawaii will treat themselves to 
a weekend on the Garden Island and join in Hui Alu's 
Okinawan Dance Festival. More details will be avail
able in the next UCHINANCHU newsletter. 

Whenever you have a finan~ial question or need, call me. 
I can help you ... • Save for your children's college education 

• Provide for your family at your death 
• Plan for retirement 
• Protect your income during disability 

Fred K. Ishihara, LUTCF 
18081 536-4995 

e Principal Mutual Life 
Insurance Company 
(The Principal") 
Des Moines, Iowa 503~2-0001 

has a brand new location! 
Come and visit our new show1·oom at 

664-B KAKOI STREET. 
(iu Mapunapuna, off Nhnitz Hwy. 

near U-Haul & The Liquidator) 
Need club I-shirts? Got the artwork. Great! 

Need some artwork? We can help you with a design. 
Let us help you lake your creativity lo the limit! 

We also do caps, jackets, sweatshirtf. 
and athletic team unilorms lor all sports! 

Call us and inquire! 
833-7770 



AZA YOGI DOSHI KAI 
Happy New Year to all members: Thank you for participating and sup

porting the Aza Yogi Doshi Kai and the Hawaii United Okinawa Association's 
activities. 

1996 will be an exciting year for Aza Yogi, which includes our participa
tion in the Spring Craft Fair at HOC on April 27, 1996. We will be responsible 
for the Hospitality section. Also, the cleaning of the Hawaii Okinawa Center 
is scheduled for July 21, 1996. Please don't forget the HUOA Festival to be 
held on August 31 - September 1, 1996. 

Special congratulations to Doris Nagamine for being selected Aza Yogi's 
Uchinanchu of the Year for 1995 and to Roy Nagamine for being appointed 
as an officer of the Lanakila Senior Club. 

Don't forget our annual Shinnen Enkai on Sunday, March 3, 1996 at 
Masa' s Cafeteria. 

OKINAWA CITY - GOEKU SON 
Our 1996 Shinnen Enkai will be held on February 17, 1995 - 5:30pm at 

Victoria Inn. Please join us and ring in a successful New Year for our Club. 
Events scheduled include a Dessert Contest, special 80 Year 014 Birthday 
recognition and wonderful entertainment. 

In 1997, Goeku will be celebrating its 70th An '·ve,rsaty. "" 
Melvin Uesato and his committee are planning a very special event 
us. If you wish to participate in th~ planning, fund raising or liive me 
wonderful ideas to make 1997 a banner year, please cop act Melvin at,537-
1167 or ~ar~n Kuba-Hori a~ 235-12~3 or 676-5400. l _ ~ 

At this time we are trymg to raise revenues for Qur ~2-9,7 celebr¥ton; 
Therefore, we are sad to announce the cancellation qf.-our-ChHdreh' s ~y:, 
which was scheduled for early this year. However, fur ~ memb 
were planning to participate in our Dessert Contest, you..ca.tt~ terin o 
Shinnen Enkai Dessert Contest. Just bring in your favoriti- desscirt 

I,, 
provide enough samples for judging and to share with othe Entrants,atere-
quested to share their recipes. Prizes to be awarded. C 

KANEGUSUKUSoNJIN KAI 
Kanegusuku's 70th New Year's Party will be on Sunday, Februa.IJ 18_, 

~} 

4:30 pm at Victoria Inn. The evening promises to be a happy, eveJit for 
. ? 

children as well as adults. _,,, I 
Kanegusuku Golf Club held it's October 8th tournament at ~akqbal~t 

with Ronald Oshiro winning with a net 72. The October 15th p1ay;:at Olomana 
was also won by Ronald with a net of 62. November 12th haclNobiij am'ay.ose· 
winning with net 71 at Hawaii Prince. The last tournamen of~'tfie ye.ar_,,as 
won by Morio Tamayose with net 68 at Kunia. 

The first tourney for 1996 will be on January 21st, 7:12 am at Pearl. The 
Club will then play on February 4th, 10: 14 am at Hawaii Prince. 

Thank you to Masuo and Roy Kino, Henry Nagamine, Ronald Oshiro and 
Mike Shimabukuro for helping the vendors unload at the HUOA Winter Craft 
Fair on Saturday, November 25th. 

Roy Yamauchi was recognized as Kanegusuku's Uchinanchu of the Year 
on Sunday, December 3 Bonenkai/Installation Banquet at the Hilton Hawai
ian Village Coral Ballroom. 

KIN CHOJIN KAI 
Happy New Year! Hope all of you enjoyed the holidays. This is the year 

of the Rat...so we will be celebrating your birthday year at Kin's Annual 
Shinnen Enkai on Saturday, January 27th, at the HOC, 6:00pm dinner. 

We will also be honoring our 1996 Uchinanchu of the Year, Mrs. Mitsue 
Matsumura, who has contributed much of her time in helping our club through 
the years ... very much appreciated. 

Dwight Ikehara and Dan Fong will be presenting a slide show of their 
exciting trip to Okinawa. We will be selling Kin Tee Shirts and playing 
BINGO. Since this will be our second alcohol free party ... no liquor will be 
served. Mahalo for your support. 

------- ] TOMAN CLUB ------
Itoman Shinnen Enkai 

Saturday - February 24th 
Flamingo Chuckwagon 
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URASOE SH/JIN KAI 
Happy New Year! Just some brief announcements: HOC clean-up will be 

held on February 4th at 8am. Please contact George Miyashiro at 621-0931. 
Our Shinnen Enkai will take place on Sunday February 18th, 9am - 2pm., at 
the Hawaii Okinawa Center. Please contact George Miyashiro at 621-0931 
or Horace Awa at 737-2079, for additional information. 

y ONASHIRO CHOJIN KAI 
Culture • Fun • New Faces • Familiar Faces • Food • Bingo • Door Prizes 
The Yonashiro Chojin Kai's 1996 Shinnen Enkai is scheduled for Saturday, 
February 24th at Masa' s Cafeteria in Mapunapuna. Registration and fun begin 
at 5 pm, with dinner starting at 6 pm. HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Hui MAKAALA 
HUI MAKAALA CELEBRATES 50TH ANNIVERSARY IN STYLE 

More than 500 Hui Makaala members and friends packed the Hibiscus 
Ballroom of the Ala Moana Hotel on January 13 to celebrate the golden 
anniversary of the organization's founding. 

It was a festive event which was made even more special by the outstand
ing program. Dr. George Takushi and his 16-piece Big Band Hawaii took the 
audience on a musical stroll down memory lane. Among the featured 
vocalists sharing their talents were Lorraine Kaneshiro, Dennis Oshiro, Galen 
Takushi, Alison Arakawa and Steve Dulce and Hui Makaala members 
Maripn Arakaki, Patrick Arakaki and brothers Ted and George Shimabukuro. 
Another highlight of the entertainment program was the premiere of local 
musician Dal~ Senaga's synthesizer arrangement of a medley of Okinawan 
tunes. Sen_aga arranged the music specially for the anniversary program. 

Toe evening provided a good opportunity to look back and reflect on Hui 
Mak.aala's 50 years of community service. 

Hui Makaala was organized on January 11, 1946 by seven Hawaii men of 
Ok41a~ ancestry: Dr. Francis Kaneshiro; Tokuichi "Dynamite" Takushi; 
Clarence U echi; Dr. Bunkichi Uesato; John J. Uyehara; Dr. Y oshio Yamashiro, 
'1/bo .,.~as elfcted Hui Makaala' sfirst president; and Dr. Shoyei Yamauchi. Of 

sev-en_1 t1!-ree have passed ot;t: Takushi, Uyehara and Yamashiro. 
_ ~ rganizers had l<tty'goals. They wanted to bring together young 

Americans-Of Okinawan-anc s,tcy ,and provide them with activities that would 
help,them>Jeaqi aboµ('.their °'ultJJI'i . :fhe group also sought to organize social, 
recreational and ~cational 3Rlivities and assist those pursuing higher 
eaucation thrcwgh a seholarship-program. 
, Over t:he4 yearS;"Hu1Makaala's scholarship program has been a corner
stone of tile community:orga ization. Hui Makaala has awarded scholarships 
t o several Jlundred Hawaii.students of Okinawan ancestry. Past recipients 
incl,:i~e former CNN and CB's-..N,_e~s-;porre~pondent Linda Taira. Proceeds 
ftom tqe group's annual fund-r :usmg fashion show are earmarked for the 
scholatship program. """ 

HuiMakaala has also sponsored many other community, cultural, family 
and sports a~jti~s which have benefitted not only the Okinawan commu
nit~, but theJfaw(iicommunity ar-Iarge. 

The yr;Q§afl\!"which ~as c~aired by 1;11ember Patrick Arakaki, also in-
cluded a:slJ o: etracmg Hui Makaala s SO-year history. It was produced 
·y Karen Shishido a~tiYe;member of Hui Makaala and the daughter of the 

late Dynamite ushi, as a tribute to her father. Dr. Robert Oshiro, a longtime 
member of the group, also recalled some of Hui Makaala' s milestones, in
cluding its active involvement in the relief effort for Okinawa following the 
war. Banzais were offered by founding members Dr. Bunkichi Uesato and 
Clarence Uechi. 

The program also included the installation of the 1996 officers and direc
tors by retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge and longtime Hui Makaala membe_r Jon 
Chinen. Honolulu architect Maurice Y amasato, who served two terms as 
president, turned over the reigns of leadership to Al Kakazu. . 

Y amasato looked back on Hµi Makaala' s numerous accomplishments 
during its SO-year history. In 1946, the group awarded two scholarships; last 
year it awarded 10 totalling $20,000. In 1949, Hui Makaala sponsored 16 soft
ball teams. A year later, that number had more than quadrupled. "Projects 
such as those made the organization stronger," Yamasato said. He thanked 
Hui Makaala' s members for their energetic participation and the officers for 
their hard work and dedication. Y amasato said Hui Makaala must learn from 
its past, live fully now, and pass on its legacy to the future generations. 

Yamasato presented Kakazu the president's gavel-and a large bottle of 
awamori, commenting that it would make him "smarter." 

Kakazu, an accountant by trade, referred to himself.~ a "genuine rookie" 
on Okinawan culture. "I have a lot to learn," he conceded. Kakazu pointed out 
that the anticipated tuition hike for University of Hawaii students will pose a 
financial challenge to Hui Makaala' s scholarship program. 

Serving with Kakazu will be first Vice President Myles Shimabukuro, 
second Vice President Lloyd Higa, Recording Secretary Amy Nishihara, 
Corresponding Secretary Michelle Itomura, Treasurer Mike Ito and Assistant 
Treasurer Vaughn Arakaki. Patrick Arakaki, Takejiro Higa; Robert Kam
emoto, Tina Kaneshiro, Dennis Nakasato and Pamela Tamashiro will serve 
on the Hui Makaala' s Board of Directors. 

Past officers of Hui Makaala have included such prominent government 
officials as Honolulu City Prosecutor Keith Kaneshiro, former State Senators 
Patsy Young and Dennis Nakasato, former State Representative Akira 
Sakima and former Deputy Corporation Counsel Pamela Tamashiro. 
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EXECUTNE DIRECTOR'S REPORT BY STANLEY TAKAMINE 
May your New Year be Filled with lots of Happiness 
and much Prosperity 

How time flies! Here we are entering another 
CHAPTER in the history of the Hawaii United Oki
nawa Association and its subsidiary the Hawaii Oki
nawa Center. 

Yes, initially my involvement as your Executive 
Director (ED) was for tbree (3) months. A full year has 
gone by and I am still here as your ED. Truthfully, 

although there were hard times during my tenure, the past year was an 
interesting and exciting experience for me. 

I enjoyed working with the office staff and volunteers who are not only 
experts in their rnspective fields of endeavors but overflowed with the 
UCHINANCHU SPIRIT. They are so dedicated in whatever they do. They 
went out of their way to be sure that the volunteers are well taken care of. For 
the gardeners who came on Tuesdays and Fridays of each week, they would 
be sure there was coffee and pastries for their morning break. They would take 
orders for lunch and make arrangements for pick up in time for the gardeners' 
lunch break. 

The gardeners were not the only ones who received this hospitality. The 
other volunteers such as monitors, office helpers, carpenters, painters, etc. 
also benefitted. The staff made sure that Mat Arashiro and the HUOA Club 
clean up crews on Sundays were also provided with lunch and refreshments. 

To all of you, I say, "IPPE NIHEI DEBIRU" from the bottom of my heart 
for taking on this task in a pleasant and devoted manner. 

HELP. HELP. HELP. HELP. HELP. HELP. HELP. HELP. HELP. HELP 

HELP WANTED ! ! ! Anyone interested in working for the 
HUOA/HOC office as a Reservations/Recording Coordinator, 
please contact Executive Director Stanley Takamine at 676-
5400. 

HELP. IIELP. HELP. HELP. HELP. HELP. HELP• HELP. HELP. HELP 

BETTY KUWAYE, the Reservations/Recording Coordinator terminated her 
full-time employment with HOC at the end of 1995. Betty was part of our 
original staff who began her tenure with HOC after our grand opening in 1990. 

Betty was a hard worker who was not afraid to take on any responsibility 
that was assigned to her. On many occasions, she would work beyond her 
regular hours to accommodate the renters without complaining and unstint
ingly contribute her time and resources to HOC and HUOA. She was 
dedicated and thorough in her work assignments and I have received many 
favorable compliments on how she handled her job and serviced our HUON 
HOC family. Betty was a pleasant person to work with. The office staff, HOC 
and the HUOA will surely miss her, especially her cheerful personality. 

Although Betty has graciously offered to work on Saturdays for the next 
few weeks, it has been difficult to accept her termination. We appreciate her 
many years of fine service "beyond the call of duty" and wish Betty the very 
best in her new employment. 

'Wish List 
''¾. 

If I fuuf a ~ft I woufa ask tlie 'llcliinancfiu f airyJ to gift to 
tlie :Hawaii OK.f,nawa Center tlie foffowi.ng areams 

IBM Selectric Type~riter 
Hewlett Packard Laser Printer 

(maybe if I'm good it will a color printer) 

~ 

'But, (jift ffairyJ tlie :Hawaii qK.f.nawa Cente7:{ea[(g - rea[(g 
needs 'Volunteers, in tlie foffowi.119 areas 

. "' "" 
Gardeners• Office Workers• Bi-Lingual Assistan 

!Jv[aftafo (jift !FP.iryJ 

INTRODUCING HUOA 'S .NEW OFFICERS •••••••• YOUNG LEADERS TO GUIDE US INTO '96 
PRESIDENT-ELECT: DEXTER T. 
TERUYA (YAGO UYEHANJAME) 

Dexter Teruya is a member and past 
president of Oroku Azajin Kai. He and his 
wife, Valerie, have two teenage children, 
Natalie and Roland. Teruya, who was born 
and raised in Honolulu, is the youngest of 
Wallace and Ethel Teruya's four children. 

Teruya is a corporate tax manager for 
Amfac/JMB Hawaii, Inc. He is a member 
and past president of the Tax Executives 
Institute, Hawaii chapter, as well as a board 
member and past president of the Tax 
Foundation of Hawaii and a member of the 
Board of Counselors of Mid-Pacific Insti-
tute, his alma mater. 

Teruya has served as an HUOA vice president for the last two years. He 
served as general chair of the 1995 Okinawan Festival. 

VICE PRESIDENT: PAMELA E. 
TAMASHIRO 

Pamela Tamashiro is a member and past 
president of Hui Makaala. She served as an 
HUOA vicepresidentin 1992-93,duringthe 
term of the late Warren Higa. 

Tamashiro and her husband, Family 
Court Judge John Bryant, are the parents of 
two daughters, Reiko Ann and Chiemi Jan. 
Her parents, Janet and Tsuneo Tamashiro, 
are members of Nishihara Chojin Kai. Her 
mother is an avid paranku dancer who is a 
member of the Paranku Club of Hawaii. 

Tamashiro is an attorney in private prac
tice. She recently opened her own law firm, 

the law office of Pamela E. Tamashiro. She is a former deputy prosecuting at
torney and a former deputy corporation counsel for the City and County of 

Honolulu. Tamashiro graduated from St. 
Andrew's Priory, the University of Hawaii 
at Manoa and Lewis and Clark College, 
where she met her husband while they were 
law school students. 

VICE PRESIDENT: ROY K. IREI 
Roy Irei is a member and past president 

of Miwa Doshi Kai. He is also a member of 
Hui Makaala and the United Japanese Soci
ety, and is president-elect of the Hawaii 
Uchinanchu Business Group. 

Irei has two daughters: 12-year-old 
Kariann and 8-year-old Jeralyn. He is the 
son of Senichi and Shizue Irei. 

Irei is president of Hawaiian Home 
Lifestyes, Inc.; an importer/exporter of building materials. He holds a 
bachelor's degree from the University of Hawaii. 

VICE PRESIDENT: WESLEY H. 
WANIYA 

Wesley Waniya.i$ a member of Mi
nami Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai, Oroku 
Azajin Kai and the Young Okinawans of 
Hawaii, of which he served as 1994 presi
dent. He is the son of Wallace and Helen 
Waniya. 

In 1993, he was one of 13 young 
people who participated in the HUOA's 
Leadership Tour to Okin~. Waniya is 
interested in all aspects of Okinawan cul
ture, particularly the music and dance. 

• He holds a bachelor' s degree in busi-
- ness administration from the University 

of Hawaii at Manoa. Waniya is a partner in Tsunami Sports Hawaii, Inc. , a 
sports uniform and T-shirt design company. 




