
Special Festival Attractions 

Cultural Tent 
Craft Gallery 
Children Games 

Country Store 
Plant Sale 
Ethnic Foods 

and Continuous Entertainment 

Club News 8,9 
Craft Fair 2 
Culture 4 
Donations 2 
Festival Report 6,7 
HOC News 12 

Labor Day Weekend 

Kapiolani Park 

September 4th - 5th 

Saturday 
9 am to 7:30 pm 

News 1,3 
Sports 9,10 
Youth Scene 5 

.. .. - · 

Sunday 
9 am to 4:30 pm 

UCHINANCHU 
UNITED OKINAWAN ASSOCIATION OF HAWAII• NEWSLETTER 

HOC Appoints New 
Executive Director .... 
Mariko Miho to succeed 
Robert Asato 

The Board of Trustees of the Ha
waii Okinawa Center recently hired 
Carolyn Mariko Miho as a full -time 

-----------------------• Executive Director of the Hawaii 

August 1993 

UOA 

DATE 
July 11 
July 13 
July 18 
July 19 
July 25 
July 27 
Aug l 
Aug 8 
Aug 10 
Aug 16 
Aug 22 
Aug 29 
Aug 31 
Sep 4 
Sep 5 
Sep 14 
Sep 19 
Sep 20 
Sep 26 
Sep 28 

Circulation 9,500 Volume#41 

Calendar of Upcoming Events

EVENT PLACE TIME 
Goeku Clean-up HOC 8:00am 
UOA Board Mtg HOC 7:00pm 
Yagaji Clean-up HOC 8:00am 
HOC Trustees Mtg HOC 7:00pm 
Hawaii Shuri HOC 8:00 am 
KARAOKE NIGHT HOC 6:30pm 
Onna/Ishikawa Clean-up HOC 8:00am 
Ginowan Clean-up HOC 8:00am 
UOA Executive Mtg HOC 7:00pm 
HOC Trustees Mtg HOC 7:00pm 
Yonashiro Clean-up HOC 8:00am 
Yomitan Clean-up HOC 8:00am 
KARAOKE NIGHT HOC 6:30pm 
UOA FESTIVAL Kapiolani 9:00 am 
UOA FESTIVAL Kapiolani 9:00 am 
UOA Board Mtg HOC 7:00pm 
Itoman Clean-up HOC 8:00am 
HOC Trustees Mtg HOC 7:00pm 
Kita Clean-up HOC 8:00am 
KARAOKE NIGHT HOC 6:30 pm. 

Okinawa Center. Mariko has exten-
sive marketing, management and inter-
cultural relations experience in both 
the profit and non-profit sectors. She 
succeeds Robert Asato, former Execu
tive Director, who decided to return to 
private business. 

Mariko was 
born and 
raised in Hon
olulu and is a 
graduate of 
Roosevelt 
High School 
and has a Bachelors Degree in Psy
chology from the UH Manoa. Her 
parents are Katsugo and Laura Miho of 
Honolulu. Her paternal grandfather, 
Katsuichi Miho of Hiroshima, was a 
Japanese language school teacher in 
Kahului, Maui and her maternal grand
father, Koichi Iida of Osaka, was the 
owner of Iida' s Japanese .ware store 
presently located at Ala Moana Cen
ter. 

In 1981, she moved to Tokyo, Ja
pan, where she studied Japanese Ian-

( continued on page 2) 
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THANK YOU ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
The donations to help support the Uchinanchu continues to grow with each quarterly issue. The United Okinawan Association of Hawaii and especially 
the Uchinanchu staff would like to thank you for such tremendous generosity and support. Donations were received from the following supporters 
during the months of April, May, ·and June 1993. 

Sonny & Miyo Abangan Wataru & Nancy Isa Don & Alice Nishihira Koji Taira 
Edna Arakaki Clifford & Clara Ito Saburo Nishime Shirley Tamamoto 
Mr & Mrs Hideo Asato Mr & Mrs Toshio Kakazu Cliff Y Nohara Kimiko Tamashiro 
Annie S. China Hatsuko Kaneshiro Ch.arles & Lillian Omine Mr & Mrs Tadashi Tamayose 
Judith & Larry Debebar Isamu & Fumiko Kaneshiro Alice S Oshiro Gilbert Tokuda 
Jack E & Kay Y Higa Sanford Kaneshiro Kaname Oshiro Yukio Tokuda 
Janet Higa George K & Harriet H Kobashigawa Richard E Oshiro Harriet K Toyama 
Shigeo & Katherine Higa LJ & Karen Kobashigawa Robert H Oshiro N Toyama 
Shigeo & Yoshiko Higa Kameyo Kuwaye Kazuma Oyama Milton K & Ethel Uehara 
Warren & Michiko Higa Eichi & Shizuko Masaki Sashiki-Chinen Club Kenneth & Ellen Uehara 
Harold & Nancy Hokama Florence Oshiro Mayes Walter S Serikaku Arthur S Uyehara 
Tom YHokama Lois T McCartney Mr & Mrs Choriki Shimabuku Kaoru Uyehara 
Yokichi Hokama Laura McClead Edith E Shimabuku Paul Y Uyehara 
Kenneth & Joyce Jakahi Kameo & Evelyn Miyahira Nancy Y Shimabukuro Mr & Mrs Edward T Yamada 
Alice & Saburo Ige Kiyoshi Miyahira Takeo Shimabukuro Doris Yamashige 
Mitsueige Yoshinobu Miyahira Tsunehiko Shimabukuro Lawrence M Yamashiro 
Seiko Iha Aiko Nakama Dr. Mitchel Shimamura Paul & Clara Yamashiro 
Takeji Iha Noriko Nakama Robert & Rose Shiroma David T & Laura A Yanamura 
Mr & Mrs Barney Ikehara Harold M Nakamura Masumi Shoma Charles S Yonamine 
Richard S & Betty O Ikei Sanyu Nakanishi Mr & Mrs Clarence Y Taira Raymond Yonesaki 
Harold & Ethel Isa Walter Nakata Gashin Taira James Yoshida 
Richard T & Leilani Isa Kasper M & Alice M Njus Ki yoshi Taira 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mariko....... ( continued from page 1) 

guage, culture and history at Sophia University and subsequently worked 
for Japan's Liberal Democratic Party teaching English to its staff members. 

In 1984, she moved to Palo Alto, California, where she worked for the 
Intercultural Relations Institute teaching English and intercultural relations 
skills to Japanese nationals working for Procter & Gamble Co. She later 
focused on the high-tech computer industry and worked for Hewlett
Packard Company and Harding and Associates Design Group in the field of 
marketing communications and graphic design. Then in 1991, she changed 
careers to become the General Manager of San Jose Taiko, a Japanese 
American taiko group that has since become one of the leading Asian 
American performing arts group in this country. 

She returned to Honolulu in January 1993 to be cJoser to her family and 
has become an active Board member of the Honolulu Chapter of Japanese 
American Citizens League. Her diverse interests include: taiko, visual and 
performing arts, travel, tennis, and hiking. 

"UCHJNANCHU" Advertising Rates 
Need to communicate a message to the Okinawan community? Place an Ad in the 
UCHINANCHU. 

1/2 page 1/4 page 1/5 page l/6page 1/8 page 
size 10 l/4 X 7 1/2 7 1/2 x5 5 X 3 3/4 3 1/2 X 2 )/4 2 J/2 X 2 

one issue $600 300 150 75 50 
four issues $2,000 1,000 450 250 150 

* for camera ready Ads, there will be a $25 .00 minimum for production work. 

call Karen Kuba-Hori at 677-4414 or 676-5400 

Uchinanchu 

The Uchinanchu is a quarterly newsletter for the members of the United Okinawan 
Association of Hawaii. Issue dates will depend upon Upcoming UOA events but will 
generally occur on April I, July 1, October 1, and January 15 of each year. Volunteers 
are always welcome. Send your name and telephone number to: Uchinanchu News
letter c/o Hawaii Okinawa Center, 94-587 Uk:ee Street, Waipahu, Hawaii 96797 

President........... Jane Serikaku 
Editor..... ... ........ Karen Kuba-Hori 
Advertising, Club News, Finances ...... . 

Karen Kuba-Hori 
Sports Editor.... Wayne Miyahira 

Typesetting ....... Jane Okamura 
Jon Yoshishige 

Mailing List ..... Gregg Takara 
Writers............ Mary Miyashiro 

Bonnie Miyashiro 
Layout............. . Mary Miyashiro, Paula Muakami 

Introducing UchinaCAPS - - - - - - The prettiest milkcaps avail

able on the market. These exclusive designed caps will be 
available at our 1993 Festival. Club members may purchase them 
through their club representative. Clubs interested in selling the 
UchinaCAPS as a fundraiser, please contact Karen Kuba-Hori at 
our UOA office, at 676,-5400. Kids win a set of these beautiful 

uchinaCAPS 

take a look on page 5 

for contest offer. 

Caps designedfor VOA by Jan Uesato 

Coming in November •••••••••• 

UOA's 3rd ANNUAL WINTER CRAFT FAIR 

November 27, 1993 Saturday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
November 28, 1993 Sunday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

at the Hawaii Okinawa Center 
94-587 Ukee St. 

Waipahu, Hawaii 96797 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED ..... This UOA activity has been successful 
because of our members hard work and commitment. Won't you please 
help to make this event a success, too? 

For more information please call Ken Kaneshiro 488-6098.,or 'Ruby 
Miyashiro 247-4865. lppe Nihei Debiru! 

1993 Winter Craft Fair Committee 
Haebaru Club * Haneji Club * Hawaii Shuri * Hui O Laulima 
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----Governor Masahide Ota Envisions Okinawa's Future ---
------- Written by Mary Miyashiro --- Interview by Warren Higa ------

Okinawa is not only a prefecture composed of more than 160 islands, but 
also a prefecture filled with visions, dreams, and numerous expectations. Its 
location to Southeast Asia and other Pacific nations gives Okinawa the 
advantage of short, convenient flights to neighboring countries. Okinawa is 
also blessed with picturesque sceneries of blue seas and skies, and plants and 
animals distinct from the rest of Japan. These ideal conditions, along with 
Okinawa's fine arts, introduction of biotechnology in agricultural, and unique 
cultural traditions has lead to Okinawa now being a burgeoning resort area, 
and being ranked first in the nation in cultivation and exporting of orchids and 
second in production of chrysanthemums. 

The U.O.A. was privileged to 
have Governor Masahide Ota of 
Okinawa visit and provide us a 
copy of the petition from himself 
and the Okinawa Prefectural Gov
ernment that was presented to the 
United States government regard
ing the "Reduction and Realign
ment of U.S. Military Bases in 
Okinawa." Governor Ota also 
granted us a personal interview. 
It was during this interview that 
Uchinanchu learned of the hopes, 
dreams, and desires for Okinawa. 
I will do my best to impart Gov

ernor Ota's and Okinawa's desires to you. 

For half a century since the end of World War II, Okinawa has served as 
the largest American military base in the Far East - a role forced upon 
Okinawa with Japan ' s defeat in the Battle of Okinawa in 1945. During the 
American Military Occupation, the island of Okinawa became an American 
military stronghold. In the Cold War era, Okinawa was dubbed the "Keystone 
of the Pacific." During the Vietnam War, it was a major staging area for the 
dispatch of troops, aircraft, and material to Indochina. Today, at the threshold 
of a new post-Cold War era of peace and prosperity, and twenty-one years 
after Okinawa ' s return to Japanese sovereignty, the gigantic American 
military complex remains, making it still one of the most heavily militarized 
areas in the world. However, for a brief moment at the end of the Battle of 
Okinawa, the American Military Occupation raised hopes for a new future for 
a devastated people when it introduced to Okinawa the American ideals of 
democracy and freedom. The new American ideals were inspiring, but the 
Okinawan people's expectation were short lived as the American ideals were 
not realized under the United States Military Administration. Recognizing 
Okinawa's importance as a strategic location in America's military policies 
in the Far East, the American Administration placed the highest priority on the 
development and utilization of the military bases in Okinawa while dimin
ishing the issue of human rights. The suppression of the Okinawan people's 
basic civil liberties by the American military government led to the develop
ment of the nonpartisan movement for the overthrow of foreign rule and 
reversion to Japan, which eventually come to pass on May 15, 1972. With the 
1972 reversion to Japan, the Okinawan people hoped that the postwar 
Japanese Peace Constitution, which renounced was an instrument of national 
policy and guaranteed peace for the country would be effected in Okinawa. 
But today, twenty-one years after reversion to Japanese sovereignty, the 
American military is still a predominant presence throughout the prefecture. 
Although Okinawa occupies less than 1 % of Japan's territory, 75% of all 
military bases in the exclusive use of the United States forces and more than 
half of all U.S. military personnel are located here. If the treaty is so vital for 
security in Asia and relations between Japan and the United States, the people 
of Okinawa feel that Japan as a whole must share in the burden of providing 
land for American military bases-not only Okinawa. 

The American military bases in Okinawa pose many dangers to life and 
property . They cause excessive crowding in an already densely populated 
prefecture as well as produce noise, water, and red silt poll ution. Live 
ammunition exercises by American soldiers are very harmful to the Okina
wan people, for they cause psychological as well as environmental damage. 
In towns and villages near artillery ranges where exercises are conducted, the 
Okinawan people live in constant fear of bullets that stray into their midst Live 
ammunition exercises also destroy forests and mountains in Okinawa, which 
in turn lead to the destruction of watersheds and ecosystems crucial for the 

preservation of the environment. The recovery of the natural environment is 

expected to take many years, if it is possible at all. Today, when preservation 
of the natural environment is an important worldwide issue, particular 
attention must be paid to these harmful exercises. 

Kin Township and the Okinawa Prefecture in the past have repeatedly 
requested both the Japanese and U.S. Forces in Okinawa for an immediate 

cancellation of the live firing exercises over Prefectural Highway 104 that 
targets Buto Peak. However, these exercises continue, causing great anxiety 
in the people of Okinawa. 

The economic impact of the American military bases after Okinawa's 
reversion to Japan has not been as advantageous as during the American 
occupation. At their height in the 1950s and 1960s, the American military 
bases ,:onstituted an industry, employing as many as 40,000 Okinawan 
workers and contributing to almost 50% of Okinawa's total revenue. Today 
employment on the American bases has dropped to approximately 8,000 
Okinawan workers, and income derived from the bases comprise only 6% of 
the prefecture's revenue. 

Moreover, the American bases now are a hindrance to Okinawa's 
commercial and industrial development, for they occupy large, central areas 
of land in the prefecture. Although the Third Okinawa Promotion and 
Development Plan (a ten-year economic growth plan) has been enacted, it 
cannot be fully implemented in the small areas of land which remain 
available for use by the Okinawan people. The vast American bases deny 
Okinawan people land for agricultural developments and commercial and 
industrial advancements to enhance employment opportunities. Unemploy
ment in Okinawa is the highest in all of Japan. Inaccessibility of land hinders 
tourism, the main industry in Okinawa, as well as construction of infrastruc
tures such as schools, housing, parks, roads, and cash crop farms. 

On the assumption that the land occupied by the U.S. military will be 
returned to the Okinawan people, the Prefectural Government has developed 
plans for use of these lands. At Naha Harbor, an important harbor in 
Okinawa, the Prefectural Government has proposed to construct a modem 
facility to permit tour ships to moor as well as establish and expand facilities 
for a free trade zone. Similar plans for all the rest of the U.S. bases in Okinawa 
have been prepared by the Prefectural Government. 

With the end of the Cold War, the Okinawan people feel that now is the 
opportune time for the United States to cut down its base reductions and 
realignments in Europe and within the country in accord with President 
Clinton's policy of defense budget cuts, the Okinawan people wish that the 
same early consideration will be 
given to reducing the American 
bases in Okinawa. 

Today the Okinawan people 
strive to make Okinawa a starting 
point of world peace. This year the 
prefoctural government embarks 

\ ··• t 

' 

,, , 

on the construction of the Okinawa 
Peace Memorial called the "Cor
nerstone of Peace," a multinational 
monument honoring all Americans, 
Okinawans, and Japanese who 
perished in the Battle of Okinawa. 

Memorial, including the names of -
the 13,000 American soldiers 

\ 
killed. Scheduled for completion 
in 1995, the monument will sym- Shaded areas indicate United States 
bolize lasting peace in the world. Military Bases located in Okinawa 

The people of Okinawa know that demilitarization of their prefecture can 
be accomplished through negotiations between the governments of Japan 
and the United States. But the Okinawan people themselves would like to 
play an active role in this process; they feel that their fate must not lie in the 
hands of others. That is why the issue of the American bases in Okinawa is 
directly being brought to the attention of the American people. It is not that 
Okinawa nor its residents are anti-American as such. The twenty-seven years 
of American Military Occupation brought a number of welcome cultural,
educational, and social influences to Okinawa It is the hope that future U.S. 
military presence in Okinawa can be replaced by more peaceful and mutually 
beneficial exchanges with the American people, which will bring the two 
lands, located on the opposite sides of the Pacific much closer together. 
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The Romance of Okinawan Weaving ..................................... by Bonnie Miyashiro 
Long ago one of the most romantic and spiritually important accesso- Sometimes shibori or a tie-dyed method using a reddish dye or beni-

ries that the Okinawans possessed was the "TISAJI," a simple piece of bana (safflower) dye is utilized. This type of piece is called hanazumi 
cloth approximately thirty inches long. Ti (or te, hand) saji (or kin, towel) tisaji (hana, flower; zumi or some, dye). 
is often loosely translated as towel. However, Okinawans ------------ When shades of contrasting threads are inlaid dur-
traditionally used the tisaji more like a scarf or amulet. ing the weaving process, the technique is called tibana-ui. 

Sisters or young unmarried girls wove uminai tisaji for Tutchiri ( or kasuri, ikat) is also used to add another 
their brothers as an amulet for a safe journey. This comes dimension to the design composition of the tisaji. 

Young women wove umui nu tisaji or nasaki nu tisaji 
for their sweethearts to convey their deep affection. 

Many years ago, as I sat at my loom to begin my first 
attempt at weaving a hanaui tisaji as a dance costume 
accessory. The familiar sounds of the weft shuttle gliding 
across the warp threads, the beater packing the weft 
threads, and heddles brushing against each other as the 
harness moved up and down brought images of several 
Okinawan dances in which the tisaji is used. 

Various weaving techniques are used iri creating a 
tisaji. The prominent ones are hanaui and hanazumi. 
Okinawan weavers create an intricate float weave or ha
naui (hana, flower; ui or ori, weave) patterns across the 
width of their pieces which reveal themselves as flowers 
and geometric shapes. Sometimes motifs emerge through 
the movement of the harnesses controlled by the foot ped
als of the loom and at other times the threads are manipu
lated with thin bamboo fronds or fine wooden slats. Hanaui 
weaving is found throughout Okinawa, most notably in the 
Yonaguni, Shuri, and Y omitan regions. Fabric woven with 

utilizing various weaving techniques. 

the hanaui technique was used for such garment items, as kimonos, minsa 
sashes, or vests. 

Tumai Kuru Recipe Contest 
Eighty year old Mrs. Flora Gibo entered the winning main dish in the 

recently held Tumai Kuru Recipe Contest at KARIYUSHI IV. Her entry was 
the Tumai Kuru Stuffing for Chicken Breast, in which she used the purple 
sweet potato in the stuffing as well as the gravy. In the dessert category, 
Howard Higa prepared the winning entry, Tumai Kuru Muchi Nantu (sweet 
potato mochi). Both winners received engraved koa bowls and lobster 
certificates, donated by Tamashiro Market. 

Second place winner in both categories was Mrs. Shizuko Shiroma with 
her Tumai Kuru Croquettes and Tumai Kuru Pie. Her prizes were crab cer
tificates, also donated by Tamashiro Market. 

Other entries were submitted by Mrs. Helen Yoshida, who created the 
Tumai Kuru Corned Beef Patties and Tumai Kuru Mochi Patties. Tumai Kuru 
Bread was entered by Betsie Fukuda and Tumai Kuru Umuni by Doris 
Nagamine. We wish to thank all our contestants for their tempting entries. 
Judges were Co-Chairpersons Betty Higa and Louise Tamashiro, Reiko 
Masada, Elsie Kawakone, Lillian Takata, Jean and Stan Seki, and Maurice 
Yamasato. 

TUMAI KURU STUFFING FOR CHICKEN BREAST 

Ingredients: 
3 cloves garlic, chopped 
2 tablespoons oil, divided use 
1 medium onion, chopped 
1/2 cup celery, chopped 
1/2 t salt 
pinch black pepper 
pinch cayenne powder 
1 cup cooked rafute, cubed 
2 cups cooked tumai kuru, cubed 
2 slices whole-wheat bread, toasted 
and cubed 

1 can chicken broth, divided use 

by Flora Gibo 

3 chicken breast, deboned 
9 pieces soaked kampyo (dried gourd), 

each 12 inches long 
drop of sesame oil 

Gravy ingredients: 
1 T chopped onion 
1/2 cup cooked, mashed tumai kuru 
Seasonings as needed 
1 t sake (optional) 
2 T cornstarch, diluted in small amounts 

of water 

Saute garlic in 1 T oil. Add onion, celery, and seasonings; saute until half cooked. Add 
rafute; saute again. Add tumai kuru, then fold in bread. Pour 1/3 cup chicken broth slowly 
over mixture and cook a little, stirring to moisten. 

Spread open the chicken breast; sprinkle with a little salt, if desired, put stuffing in the 
center and fold over. (Do not overstuff; reserve leftover stuffing to serve on the side.) Tie 
center and both ends of rolled chicken with kampyo; roll in flour. 

Heat remaining vegetable oil and drop of sesame oil in a skillet. Fry both sides of 
chicken-folded side first-1mtil golden brown. Blot with towel. 

To prepare gravy: Combine remaining chicken broth and onion, bring to boil and simmer 
a little bit. Mix in mashed tumai kuru, add the seasonings and, if desired add sake. Strain. 

To serve: If desired garnish chicken with sliced goya (bitter melon). Blanch and slice 2 
10-inch bitter melons and saute with 2 tablespoons rafute for flavor. (Remove rafute before 
serving.) Present sliced chicken with the gravy and the leftover stuffing in separate bowls on 
the side. Makes 4 servings. 

The tisaji is basically a simple piece of fabric which by contrast to its 
simplicity, reveals a complex aspect of our ethnic culture. 

---TUMAI KURU MUCHI NANTU (MOCHI)-----

1 cup water 
1 l/2 cups sugar 
1 1/2 cups cooked, mashed tumai kuru 
1 lbmochi 

by Howard Higa 

Kinako Mixture: 
1/4 cup kinako 
1/4 cup sugar 

Combine sugar and water to a smooth consistency. Add purple sweet potato and mix well. 
Then add mochiko and mix well. Form into 1 inch balls. Drop into boiling water for 6-8 
minutes. Sweet potato balls will rise when it is done. 

Remove cooked sweet potato balls with mesh ladle and cool on a screen rack. Cool 
completely before dusting the balls with kinako-sugar mixture. Makes 5 dozen. 
Scenes from Kariyushi IV 

left - Paranku Club 
of Hawaii 

Karen Sugikawa explaining her anda miso recipe 

TERRY TOGUCHI 
REALTOR ASSOCIATE 

Newtown Square Building, Suite 224 
98-1247 Kaahumanu Street 
Aiea, Hawaii 96701 
Bus. 487-7271 Res.488-8726 
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UCHINANCHU, would like to congratulate Lynette Uyesato of Goeku 
Sonjin Kai for her winning Youth Section design, entitled "Youth 
Scene." Lynette has an Associates Degree in Commercial Art and has 
over fifteen years experience in the printing/publishing industry. She 
is currently the Hotel Promotions Manager for Ironwood Resorts 
Hawaii. Lynette writes, "Art has always been a part of me, even in kin-
dergarten." For her winning design, Lynette will receive a $50.00 gift 
certificate. UCHINANCHU would like to thank all the entrants 
for their wonderful ideas and artistic creations. 

---Young leaders.find sense of renewal .... UOA 1993 Leadership Tour-------
Fourteen young leaders chosen by their various clubs to participate in the The homestay provided a clear view to the real Uchinanchu spirit. 

1993 UOA Leadership Development Study Tour proved to be an impressive As the UOA and its member clubs embark on this future "investment" 
group of ambassadors from Hawaii to Okinawa. They returned to Hawaii of young, energetic, and motivated leaders, many (including those from Oki-
with a renewed sense of the Uchinanchu spirit which will lead the UOA into nawa and Hawaii) are feeling the move into a new generation. 
the 21st Century. The group comprised of twelve men and two women left ( additional story on page J OJ 
Hawaii to Okinawa on June 21st for a 10-day historical, cultural, and 
business immersion awareness program. 

The tour was outlined in a similar fashion to a tour of 1980 when a group 
of young UOA leaders went to Okinawa to learn about each one's own roots 
and to gain a stronger understanding of Okinawan history and culture. These 
young leaders of 1980 returned home to become the leaders of UOA during 
the past ten years. 

The participants in this year's program were partly sponsored by their 
own clubs, the UOA, and they each also contributed a part to the cost of the 
tour. This year's program, an idea created by President Jane Serikaku, 
sought to encourage local Uchinanchu youths to become more active on the 
club level as well as in UOA activities. 

As each participant will testify, the tour would not have been as 
meaningful without the homestay experience. Each participant spent a full 
weekend with relatives and became familiar with Okinawan life and family. 

Young Okinawans NEEDS YOU!!!! 
Young adults between the ages of 18 - 39 wishing to join a youthful, 

energetic group of individuals - the YOUNG OKINAWANS OF HAW AIi is 
the club for you. 

The club goals are to stimulate interest in and promote learning about the 
history of Okinawa and its people, to promote the preservation and perpetu
ation of the cultural heritage of Okinawa, and to provide social activities that 
will foster goodwill and friendship among its members. 

Club activities include participating and performing traditional Okina
wan Bon Dances at churches across the island, beach house getaways, help
ing at the UOA Okinawan Festival, karaoke parties, U.H. football tailgate 
parties, sponsoring an annual Senior Citizens Christmas Luncheon free for 
senior citizens, participating in the UOA softball, volleyball, and bowling 
leagues, Okinawan Bon Dance performances at Kuakini Hospital and Wa
hiawa Hospital, and other cultural and service projects. 

The Young Okinawans of Hawaii have been and will continue to try and 
instill the Okinawan Spirit in our precious youth. We do, however, need and 
ask for the support of the Okinawan community to encourage our young 
people to get involved. Help us help other young people like ourselves work 
to preserve and perpetuate what our isseis and niseis worked so hard and lived 
for. 

If there are any other questions, inquiries, or if you just want to find out 
more about YOH, we can be reached by writing The Young Okinawans of 
Hawaii, P.O. Box 90698, Honolulu, Hawaii 96835. YOH President Miles 
Kaneshiro can be reached at 455-2306 and YOH Vice-President Wesley 
Waniya can be reached at 949-5453. 

Scholarship Announcement 
The United Okinawan Association of Hawaii is currently accepting 

applications for two Okinawa Prefectural Government Scholarships for 
descendants of Okinawan immigrants - an academic scholarship to the 
University of the Ryukyus and a performing arts scholarship to the 
Performing Arts University in Okinawa. 

The scholarships run from April 1994 to March 1995. These scholar
ships provide airfare, tuition, books, room and board. The applicants must 
be high school graduates between 18 and 30 years of age and have 
sufficient Japanese language ability to study at the universities. Written 
and oral tests will be given. The application deadline is Friday, September 
10, 1993. 

If you are interested in the above scholarships, please call the UOA 
office at 676-5400 to receive an application form. 

Tourparticipants with Okinawa's Vice Governor Sho. Standing (l to r) Wes Waniya, Paul Gushiken, Keith 
Shimabukuro, Calvm Nakama, Kevin Uyehara, Sidney Kobashigawa, Jeff Yonamine, Miles Kane
shiro, ClydeYafuso, Bnan Maeshiro, Marcus Oshiro, and Jay Ogawa. Sitting (l to r) Sharon Nagafuchi, 
UOA President Jane Serikaku, Vice Governor Sho, UOA President-Elect Wil Hokama and Gerric
Nakamura. 

C the WORD CONTEST for Kids 

13 years and younger 

Help us unscramble the Okinawan words below. These words appear in 
this issue of the UCHINANCHU. A brief description of each word is 
provided to assist you with your search. Write down the correct spelling 
for each of the words below on a card or piece of paper with your name, 
age,address,and phone number, and mail your entryto: UCHJNANCHU 
c/o United Okinawan Assn, 94-587 UkeeSt,Waipahu, Hawaii !j6797. 

1. dagina okinawan doughnut 
2. mutia rkuu purple sweet potato 
3. saiijt scarf 
4. pipe hinie birdeu thank you very much 
5. chanuichnu persons of okinawan ancestry 
6. hiamdsae tao governor of Okinawa 
7. uanahi flower weave 
8. maaiwro okinawan alcoholic beverage 

The first eleven correct entrants,based on the envelope postmarked date/ 
time will receive a set of uchinaCAPS ( 4 milkcaps). Our first correct 
entrant will also receive a 1993 Festival t-shirt . . AJl winners will be 
contacted by mail and their names with the correct answers will be 
printed in our next issue. All entries remain the property of this 
newsletter. In cases of a tie, a lottery will determine the winner. 

GrassWantedDwarf
UCHINANCHU will be starting a Mondo GrassRequested 
Pen Pal Program with other The Hawaii Okinawa Center 
Okinawa clubs on the Mainland. needs the community help with 
Persons interested in corresponding donations of dwarf mondo 
with mainland Okinawans, please 
send our office (94-587 Ukee grass. If you are able to assist 
St.,Waipahu, HI 96797) your the center, please ceu.taot them 
Name, Address, Age, Grade, and at 676-5400. 
a brief description of your Dwarf Mondo Grass 
Interests. Names may be published in Needed Dwarf Mondo Gr 
mainland club's and UOA newsletter. WantedDwarfMondo Gra
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needs your help. Donations of homemade 
crafts, baked goods, plants, and produce is needed. Arrangements can be made by 
contacting Judy Matsumoto (537-6449) or Judy Debebar (488-1448). For baked 
goods donations contact Charlotte Kawazoe (543-7741) and Gale Taira (531 -0766) 
for produce donations. 

One item that is extremely popular at Fest ival is our BAKED NANTU. We need 
your assistance, if you would like to donate nan tu. but do not have an easy recipe -
the recipe below is provided for your use. It 's been tested by nan tu chefs and declared 
so easy even a 17 year old had good results. The coconut milk keeps it soft and gives 
it a nice, rich flavor. 

BAKED COCO UT NANTU 
2 10oz. pkgs. mochiko 
2 cups sugar 
I 12oz can coconut milk. thawed 
2 cups water 
food coloring (optional) 
katakuriko (potato starch) 

Combine firs t 4 ingredients; mix until all lumps disappear. Add food coloring al 
this point if you wish; tint to desired shade. Pour mix ture into greased 9" x 13" metal 
pan (do not use glass, mochi wi ll stick). Cover pan completely with alum inum foi l. 
crimp edges to prevent moisture from escaping during baki ng (thi s prevents a crust 
from forming on top). Bake in a 350 degree oven for about 45-50 minutes or until 
center is cooked. Cool. When cooled, cut with a plastic kni fe into desired size pieces. 
roll in katakuriko. (Don't use kinako. it doesn' t keep as well). 

For more information call Annette Miyashiro (847- 1070), Judy Debebar (488-
1448), or UOA office (676-5400). 

L 

Children Games

· Craft Gallery
This new addition to our Festival will 

highlight the works of many of our local artists/craftsperson. Items on 
display will feature pottery, glassware, textile, fiber arts, and a surprise 
or two. Gallery items will be available for purchase. Our participants 
include: 

Gail Bakutis . Russell Yoshimoto - Leroy Taba 
Leslie Matsuno - Barbara Davis - Ruth Takemoto 

and many others 
The Gallery is still accepting art/craftwork, if you are interested in 

participating contact Karen Kuba-Hori, her number is listed below . Space 
is limited and all items accepted will be screened. 

We are in need of volunteers to work at this wonderful booth and do
nations of shopping bags and newspaper, if you are able to help in any 
of these areas please contact Karen Kuba-Hori (676-5400). 

Saturday. September 4th 
Okinawan Folk Dances and Music 
Kaneshiro Ryubu Kenkyu Kai 
Majikina Honryu Buyo Dojo 
Sansei Minyo Kenkyu Kai 
Karate Demonstration - Karate Do Goju Ryu 

and Kobudo Hawaii Senbu Kan 
Paranku and Taiko 
Songs of Okinawa and Japan 
Saturday Highlights: Frank Delima and Na Kolohe 

Bon Dance 

Sundav - September 5th 
Okinawan Folk Dances and Music 
Nakasone Ryubu Kenkyu Kai 
Songs of Okinawa and Japan 
Ryuku Kohudo Taiko, Hawaii Shibu 
Sunday Highlights: 

Special Children's Program 

Nami Kaji 

And much more!!!!!!!!!! 

Festival T-Shirt designed by Tsunami Sports 
Artist : Kurt Uyehara 

Heiwa Dori Cultural Tent
FeaJuring Okinawan and Japan ese Food Products Cultural Exhibits and Demonstrations 
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FREE direct phone calls to Okinawa. 
. . will be made availahle during 
Festival hours, compliments of ATT. 
Individuals wishing to take advan-

tage of this service must have their phone 
numbers avai lable at that time. 
(Tentative phone hours: Septemher 4th - 10 
am - 5 pm; September 5th - IO am - 5 pm.) 

Hours - 9am to approx. 8:00pm Saturday 
9am lo approx 4:30pm Sunday 

FOOD DEU GHTS FEATURED THIS YEA R 

Andadog - deep fried hot dog in andagi batter 
Andagi- We will have two booths for sales, hopefully your wait wi ll not 
be too long 
Bento - wi ll be sold by roaming vendors 
Chicken Plate - Hul i Huli chicken 
Chili/Oki Dog - Chi li w/frank, chili dog, chili w/rice, hot dog and Oki 
Dog (a delicious meal - - flour tortilla with hot dog, chili, shoyu pork, 
and shredded lettuce) 
Hawaiian Plate - It's fi nally back!!! Lau lau, Kalua Pork, Rice, and Lomi 
Salmon 
Okinawa Plate - Rice, Shoyu Pork and Champuru (mixed vegetables) 
and Anda miso 
Yaki Soha - Fried noodles with luncheon meat, kamaboko, green onions, 
round onions, cabbage, and carrots 
Shaved Ice - will also be sell ing juice and bottled water 
Umi Muchi - Deep fri ed yam with mochiko 
Soda will be sold at all booths except at the shaved ice and andagi booths. 
Andagi booths will sell tea and cof fee. See the map for food booth 
locations. 



8 Uchinanchu July 1993 

Goeku Sonjin Kai 

Club
News 

If you have not purchased your festival scripts or UchinaCAPS yet, 
contact club President Karen Kuba-Hori at 235-1243 or 676-5400 (w). 
Volunteers are needed to man the Chili Booth ·on Saturday at the Festival. 
Please contact Lena Higa at 455-5562. Also, Karen Kuba-Hori needs your 
help with the Festival's Craft Gallery, if you have extra time to spare, please 
contact her. 

Congratulations to Master Sanshin Artist Harry Nakasone, on his recent 
1993 Folk Arts Apprenticeship Award. His apprentice this year is Norman 
Kaneshiro of Honolulu. Sensei Nakasone writes,"Although it may seem 
simple, Okinawan music is complicated and requires time. I wish to 
participate in this apprenticeship to build on the work already done in the first 
year. I believe the traditions and heritage of all people are worth preserving, 
especially here in America, where we are a nation of many cultures." (taken 
from Hawaii Artreach May/June 1993 issue) 

Thanks to all members responding to our name change ballot. Results of 
the balloting will be announced in the next UCHINANCHU issue, you will 
be notified at that time if our new name will be Okinawa City - Goeku Son. 

Finally, thanks to the 29 individuais who donated their Sunday morning 
to help clean Hawaii Okinawa Center. Your efforts was greatly appreciated 
by the new Director. 

Hui O Laulima 
Recently a couple of our members spent over one hour on the bus from 
Honolulu to HOC to help with the cleanup. We admire and are grateful for 
our members who continue to participate in our club activities even though 
they are without expedient transportation. Any member who does not drive 
or who needs transportation should call one of our club officers or the program 
chairman. 
Upcoming events for members: 

August 8 HOL Okinawan cookery and potluck at 
Jikoen 

Sept 4 - 5 Festival - HOL to mix andagi dough 
(Volunteers needed 

Nov 1 - 14 HOL Okinawan/Japan Tour 
Nov 27 - 28 UOA Winter Craft Fair - HOL to mix 

andagi dough. (Volunteers needed) 
Dec 5 HOL, Christmas Luncheon, Royal 

Hawaiian Hotel. 

Kanegusuku Sonjin Kai 
Kanegusuku Golf Club held its sixth tournament of the year on May 2nd 

at Hawaii Country Club. Low net winners were Roy Yamauchi with 61 
Kiichi Oshiro with 67, Shoyei Yamauchi with 68, and Herb Kaneshiro with 
Toshi Shimabukuro with 72. Our ninth tournament will be held on July 25, 
(6:26 am) at Hawaii Country Club and our tenth tournament will be held 
on August 22, (12:06 pm) at the Makaha Country Club. 

Kanegusuku' s annual summer picnic has been reactivated after being 
cancelled last year. It will be held on Sunday, August 8th at Ala Moana 
Park, areas 23 and 24. Area 22 has been set aside for Itoman Shijin Kai as 
both clubs hope to encourage competition in the Tsunahiki. Some members 
belong to both clubs because in Okinawa, Kanegusuku is part of Homan 
City. Whilein Hawaii, the elders still want to keep their separate identity. 
Many times, the clubs' New Year parties and picnics would conflict 
because they were held on the same day at different places. 

Okinawan Festival scripts are being sold to benefit Kanegusuku Sonjin 
Kai's treasury. Also, volunteers are needed to work on Sept. 5 at Kapio
lani Park in the Okinawa Soba booth. Contact Ed Kino at 262-2608 for the 
September 4th and 5th Festival scripts or to prepare and serve Okinawa 
Soba on September 5th. 

Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai 
Congratulations to members JasonHondo, Ellen Nakamura, and Koki 

Tamashiro for their outstanding accomplishments. Jason was one of the 

be attending Stanford University to study medicine. Ellen Nakamura of Hale 
Mahaolu was one of the nominees for the outstanding Senior in Maui County, 
and Koki Tamashiro is the proud recipient of the Milken A ward. Koki was 
one of six Hawaii educators to receive the prestigious Milken Family Fo 
undation National Educator Award. He received an award of $25,000 and a 
paid trip to California. 

In preparation for a photo display, MOCC wants to borrow old Maui 
Kenjin Kai photos. MOCC wants to make prints of them and add them to their 
historic photo collection. Please contact the Maui Okinawan Cultural Center 
at 242-1560. 

Samisen, Karate, Dance, and Koto classes are currently being offered on 
an ongoing basis at MOCC. Please contact the MOCC for class schedule and 
times 

Tomigusuku Sonjin Kai 
We are proud to announce our 1993-94 Officers, they are: 

President: Michael Tokioka 
V-President: Selina Higa 
2nd V-Pres.: Michael Oshiro 
Rec. Secretary: Cynthia Kajioka 
Cor. Secretary: Sharon Nagafuchi 
Treasurer: Wilfred Nagamine 
Asst. Treasurer: Tricia Matsuki 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the forty plus Tomigusuku 
volunteers that came out on May 23, 1993 to assist with our annual B-B-Q 
chicken fundraiser at Washington Intermediate School. Again, we were 
very successful in our efforts. Thanks to all of our members for their 
continued support in selling the many chicken tickets. 

Joining us at this years picnic was our home stay friends from To
migusuku Son, Okinawa. Many thanks to YMCA's Vice President Mr. Bill 
Suzuki, and UOA President-elect Mr. Will Hokama for their coordination 
efforts. 

On September 4 (Sat), volunteers are needed to work the Pig Feet Soup 
Booth. Please contact officers for volunteering for our activities or purchas
ing Festival Scripts. 

Ginowan Shijin Kai 
KUDOS to two members of the Gi
nowan Shijin Kai who were nomi
nated as 1993 Outstanding Senior 
Citizen Volunteer for the City and 
County of Honolulu. Mrs. Hisako 
Shimabukuro represented the Eisa Club 
and Matsuichi (Mutt) Shimabukur 
represented the United Okinawan 

Association of Hawaii. The awards program was held onWednesday, May 
19th at the Neal Blaisdell Concert Hall. 
Hui Makaala 
"200 Years of Hawaii"- The Hawaiian Monarchy Gown Collection 

24th Annual Scholarship Fashion Show/Luncheon 
Hilton Hawaiian Village, Coral Ballroom 

Please contact Karen Shishido at 523-4500 (bus) or 595-2361, for ticket 
information or write to Hui Makaala Fashion Show,c/o Shari Kamibaya
shi, 2450 Narcissus St., Honolulu, Hawaii 96816. 

Local Families needed to host Naha Students 
Ten students from Okinawa will be arriving for one week in Hawaii, 
August 18th - 24th. Host families for the weekend of August 20th, 21st, 
and 22nd are needed. The ages of the students range from 12 to 15 years. 
We would appreciate if families with teens of the same age group provide 
the gracious hospitality which Okinawa furnished when our students 
visited in the past. Please call Randy Kuba at 261 -1068 for further infor
mation. 

Tsunami Milkcaps now available! 

"sakaeru" 

CUSTOM CLUB SHIRTS & TEAM UNIFORMS 
.SILKSCREENING .CAPS 
.EMBROIDERY .JACKETS 

twelve recipients of the 1993 Sterling Scholar Award in Science. Jason will prosper - flourish 961 AKEPO LANE PHONE: 848-0677 



A combined attendance of more than 300 members from Hui Pono and 
Hui Alu, the two UOA member clubs on the island of Kauai, celebrated a 
festive Shinnen Enkai (New Year's party) on Saturday, May 29th at the Kukui 
Grove Community Hall in Lihue. The celebration was the first New Year's 
party fol lowing the wake of Hurricane I niki 's devastation and destruction on 
Kauai for many of those who attended. Because members of Hui Pono from 
the western part. of Kauai and Hi Alu from the east-side of the island are still 
recovering from the devastation of lniki there was much excitement about the 
event. 

As part of the Kauai lniki Relief effort, UOA sponsored the entertainment 
portion of the evening. Coordination of the UOA effort was chaired by Grant 
"Sanda" Murata with help from the students of Hawaii Terukina Choichi Kai 
and others including dancers Keith Shimabukuro of the Majikina Honryu 
Dance Academy and June Uyeunten of the Lynne Yoshiko Nakasone Dance 
Studio, and members of the Ryukyu Kobudo Taiko Hawaii Shibu directed 
by Calvin Nakama. Wil Hokama, UOA President-elect, served as the offi
cial UOA representative and the event's emcee. 

Members of the cast performed a variety of song and dance numbers such 
as Sanshin Gassho or Opening ensemble, Kageyadefu, Iwai Bushi, Tan
chame, Mee Nu Rama, Sanshin Solo performed with the Ryukyu Kobudo 
Taiko, Hanawarabi, and two Gasshos- Dansei perfomed by the male 

UOA 
UOA 1993 MIXED VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE 

Urasoe continued their domination of UOA 's mixed Volleyball League 
with another championship this year. That makes seven consecutive cham
pionships and the ninth out of the last eleven years. With a strong, consistent 
offense from their guys and a superb defense lead by their women, this team 
constantly came up with the big plays and important wins to beat out Ginoza 
to win our Open Division. 

Other division winners were: Awase 2, Division A; Yonashiro 1, Division 
B; and Osato, Division C. 

The awards banquet held at Masa's Cafeteria on Friday, May 28, high
lighted the winners and acknowledged the people who helped make this 
season a memorable one. UOA President Jane F. Serikaku with assistance 
from Senator Stan Koki and Representative Dennis Arakaki presented 
trophies and participation prizes to representatives of all thirty teams which 
made up the four divisions. 

Helping league officials run the league on Sundays at Radford High School 
gym were the teams of Aza Gushikawa and Katsuren. 1993 League officials 
were: President Lynn Higa; First Vice-President Irene Masuda; Second 
Vice-President Craig Okazaki, Secretary Frances Kobayashi; Treasurer 
Mike Chinen; Advisors Gaynor Miyashiro and Terri Taira. 
The fun and colorful awards banquet was expertly put together by the teams 
of Kochinda and Kobashigawa. 
UOA SOFTBALL LEAGUE 

Approximately 150 guests attended the 1993 awards banquet of our UOA 
14-inch Slow Pitch Softball League on Sunday, June 20, at the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center. This was the culminating event after weeks of intense 
competition among the 20 teams which had begun their quest in March for 

OVERNITE TRANSPORTATION COMPANY 
A Union Pacific Company 

The one answer for your TRANSPORTATION need. 
Servicing all of Hawaii and the continental United States. 

Randall M. Kuba 
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students of Hawaii Terukina Choichi Kai and Combi Gassho by Grace 
Kaneshiro and Sensei Murata. Interspersed in the entertainment line-up in
cluded performances by Kauai members Mitsuyoshi (King Tut) Miyano who 
played the Trumpet and Harmonica, Toho Akamine and Shoichi Nagamine 
both who performed Karaoke. 

Hui Pono President Brian Nagamine and Hui Alu President Alan Hiro
naka delivered welcome remarks and New Year wishes to their members. 
Event Chairpersons Mamo Kaneshiro and "Big Boy" Oyasato were recog
nized with kudos for their help in the planning of the successful Shinnen 
Enkai. Aloha Airlines also received kind words of thanks for providing free 
transportation to Kauai for all performers. Additionally, party favors put 
together by Shigeko Tanji with the help of members of Minami Nakagusuku 
Sonjin Kai were given to each person who came to the party. The outpouring 
of community support helped to make the evening an even more enjoyable 
event for Kauai members. 

As the program ended with the traditional Kachashi, some eyes filled with 
tears of gratitude, hope, and encouragement. After all was said and done, the 
thought remained that the youth, especially the young performers who shared 
their talents for the event and the youth of Kauai, would continue the 
preservation of the Uchinanchu spirit throughout Hawaii. 

that elusive title of league champions. 
Minami Nakagusuku, with a great mix of old-timers and new, fresh energy, 

captured the championship with a come-from-behind victory over runner-up 
Kobashigawa, after Kobashigawa had forced a playoff game by beating the 
previously unbeaten Minami team in this double elimination format. With a 
very close call at home plate, Minami scored their winning run at the bottom 
of the ninth inning of a very well contested game. Along with this champi
onship, Minami takes along the giant UOA perpetual trophy and, of course, 
bragging rights for the next nine months until the start of the 1994 season 
again at Halawa District Park. 

Two consolation champions were also crowned on that last Sunday in May. 
Urasoe forced a playoff game with previously undefeated Hawaii Shuri by 
beating them in the first game and winning again in the second game to 
capture first place in the Consolation A section . 

Gushichan suffered a loss in their first game to the combined team of Oroku
Kochinda, but bested them in the playoff game to emerge as Champions of 
Consolation B section. 

Five teams won trophies for being champions of their respective sections 
of the regular season. Gaza Yonagusuku, Sashiki Chinen, and MinamiNak
agusuku won their sections and Ginowan and Haneji tied for their section. 
Individual honors went to: 

Lester Higa, Minami Nakagusuku, League's Most Valuable Player 
Jeff Nishikawa, Kin, League's Batting Champ 
Mark Miyashiro, Ginowan, Most Extra Base Hits 
George Kawaguchi, Sashiki Chinen, Most Runs Batted In 

Mahalo to the donors of our trophies, Please thank the following legislators 
when you see them: Senator Dennis Nakasato, Representatives Dennis 
Arakaki, Nobu Yonamine, Dwight Takamine, David Ige, Bob Nakasone, and 
Paul Oshiro. 

Many thanks go to our league representatives for putting together such a 
fine season-Russell Tsutsui,Morris Zukeran,Cliff Fukuhara,John Kaneshiro, 
Gary Kaneshiro,and Wayne Higa. (for additional spons news turn to pg JO j 

Transportation Consultant 
2635 Waiwai Loop Tel.: (808) 836-7734 

SEPTEMBER Photo:(left to right)Clem Okamura, Urasoe, Consolation A Champions; Ron Miyashiro, Kobashi-

Honolulu, Hawaii 96819 Fax.: (808) 839-5642 
Digital Pager: (808) 576-4633 

4th 5th gawa, Runners Up; Howard Higa, President, Minami Nakagusuku, Tournament Champions with 

"Reach out and Touch" Wayne Higa,Coach; and Darwin Uesato, Gushichan, Consolation B Champions, 
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23rd ANNUAL INVITATIONAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Excellent weather prevailed during the two days of our 23rd annual Me

morial Day Okinawan Golf Tournament at Pali Municipal Golf Course. Two 
hundred twenty golfers from around the state participated with fellow 
Uchinanchu' s and guests to compete· for prizes in six different flights. 

Les Tamashiro, a four time champion of this tournament, won for the fifth 
time on the second sudden-death play.,-off hole, when he canned a birdie putt. 
Runner-up was five time and defending champion, Steve Yogi, who shared the 
leading score of 151 after the 36 holes of regulation play. 
Flight winners, all low-net, were as follows: 
Championship Flight: 1st-Alvin Gushikuma (Maui); 2nd-Mark Gaza; 3rd
Larry Nakama. 
Women's Flight: 1st-Lori Ige; 2nd-Randi Sakihara; 3rd-Millie Sato. 
A Flight: 1st-Charlie Kaneshiro; 2nd-George Kaneshiro; 3rd-Edward M. 
Kuba. 

Okinawa Welcomes VOA Young Leaders . . . . 

B Flight: 1st-Matt DeMello; 2nd-Harold Shimabuku; 3rd-Eldon Arakawa. 
C Flight: 1st-Harry Arakaki; 2nd-Allan Higa; 3rd-Jared Nakata. 
Senior's Flight: lst-Yasuo Uezu (also, won Mayor's Cup for Overall Low Net 
Score); 2nd-Bob Nakama; 3rd-Nobuo Matayoshi. 

The awards banquet was held at Jikoen Temple after Sunday's round, with 
over 300 guests. President-Elect Wil Hokama, Vice President Lorraine 
Kaneshiro, and Past President Ed Kuba hosted special guests Lt. Governor 
Ben Cayetano, Mayor Frank Fasi and Joyce Fasi,Choko Takayama, Director 
of the Executive Offices of Governor of Okinawa, and Terukazu Gibo, 
Chairman of the Yomitan-son Assembly. Special recognition were given to 
two long-time extraordinary supporters of this UOA event, Mr. Charlie Ishii 
and Mrs. Dorothy Chinen. 

This event was co-chaired by Champion Les Tamashiro and Wes Teruya. 
Their committee persons are: Tom Nago; Henry Uyeshiro, Takejiro Higa; 
Larry Nakama; Jane Okamura; and Wayne Miyahira. 

personal reflections of UOA Leadership Tour 

by Kevin Uyehara and Wes Waniya ------------ ----
On June 20, a rag-tag group of 13 young Okinawans from Hawaii left on night we were hosted by the International Exchange Division and the Oki-

what was to be a trip of a lifetime. They would experience sights, sounds and nawa International Foundation at a dinner reception. It was fabulous spread 
emotions that would last them a Ii fetime. of food and drink and the debut of our now infamous hula performance. Keith 

The group, 11 men and two women, gathered outside the JAL ticket Shimabukuro wowed them with his spectacular kachashi dancing. 
counter at 11 a.m. that Sunday. We were all of different ages, ranging from Wednesday, June 23; Race Day! The entire day was spent in Itoman City. 
25 to 45, and various professions, including electrician, small -business This was the first opportunity for the Leadership Tour to mix with the Study 
owner, lawyer, Realtor and student. And yet the common characteristic of Tour, which had been in Okinawa about a week. Team Hawaii, consisting of 
having Uchinanchu blood, whatever the amount, running through our veins Leadership Tour and Study Tour members, finished third. The humidity that 
created a bond among us we had not yet realized. day was insane and took its toll on some of us. 

After about an eight-hour flight, we landed in Osaka. Calvin Nakama, the Itoman City hosted a party for 
only member in our group fluent in both groups that consisted of all kinds 
Japanese with our group leader Kevin of seafood, including Ika Sumijiru 
Uyehara, led us through Immigration (Squid Ink Soup), an Homan delicacy. 
and Customs. Then we boarded a There was a large contingent of Itoman 
domestic flight and left for our final Club members from Hawaii repre-
destination: Okinawa!!! sented, and the Itoman mayor was very 

We had just stepped off the plane pleased as he accepted gifts from the 
and already some of us noticed a dif- club. He then presented each member 
ference in the way we were feeling. of both tours with an omiyage. The 
There was something about the soil we evening was spent with some members 
were walking over or about that smell practicing samisen with Terukina Choi-
in the air. chi Sensei , a very respected musician 

It was about 9 p.m. Okinawa time, in the Okinawan community. 
about 2 a.m. Hawaii time, and we were The next few days were spent touring 
all very tired but enthusiastic. We were sites, including the Okinawa Conven-
greeted by Will Hokama, UOA Presi- tion Center, the Naha Traditional Arts 

dent-Elect, who was already in Okinawa with the UOA Study Tour, Sidney & Crafts Center, Imperial Navy's Underground Headquarters during WWII, 
Kobashigawa, a Leadership Tour member who left 10 days earlier to spend Ryukyu's Studio Park in Yomitan (site where "Ryukyu No Kaze" was filmed) 
more time with his relatives, Mr. Kuniyoshi, a representative from the and the Tsuboya Pottery Kiln in Yomitan. There also was the inaugural 
Okinawan Government International Exchange Division, and a handful of Hawaii-Okinawa Goodwill Coed Softball game played against a Tomigusuku 
relatives and friends. A big surprise for many of us was seeing Hiromichi and Naha YMCA team. 
Nago, a very active member of the Young Okinawans of Hawaii before he left Saturday meant the beginning of our homestay weekend. We checked out 
for Okinawa over 2 years ago on a 1 year music/cultural scholarship. He has of the hotel by 11 a.m. to spend a memorable weekend with our relatives. 
yet to return to Hawaii and now has an Okinawan wife. It was Monday when we once again gathered back at the Nansei Kanko 

Due to the amount of luggage, the bus provided by the government didn't Hotel. Emotions were running high as we shared our experiences. We didn't 
have room for any passengers once all of the luggage was aboard. Fortu- realize how strong a bond we had created as a group until we were forced to 
nately, relatives and friends who came to greet us were able to shuttle us to be apart. And for many of us, it was a welcome change to speak to anyone in 
the hotel. Once we were checked into the hotel and settled in, about half of English. The homestay weekend was a priceless gift that some of us even 
us decided to call it a night and went straight to sleep. described it as a life-changing experience.(continued on the next page) 

A bunch ofus, however, who were still jet-lagged, exhausted, hungry and 
knowing we had to get up early the next morning decided to go out and 
experience some Okinawan Culture right away. The group of genius' in
cluded Paul Gushiken, Clyde Yafuso, Miles Kaneshiro, Calvin Nakama, Jeff 
Yonamine, Kevin Uyehara and Wes Waniya. We were escorted by one of our 
friends from Okinawa, Shuichi Tokunaga, to one of the more cultured spots 
in Naha - a reggae bar! It was our first taste of Awamori (Okinawan whis
key) and of course Orion beer since we got to Okinawa. We returned to the 
hotel about 2 a.m., still hungry, but in HIGH spirits. 

The next day, we caught taxis to the Naha Kencho (government) building. 
We were greeted by Miss Okinawa and the International Exchange 
Division,then given a brief overview of Okinawa. Later we had a brief meet
ing with Vice-Governor Sho, the first woman to hold that title in Okinawa. 
We then changed into more comfortable clothes and toured Shuri Castle. At Who said Okinawanmen couldn't dance? 



(Leadership .. continued.from page lO) Tuesday was hosted by the Naha Jaycees. First 
of all, we would like to extend a huge mahalo to Seiichiro Ina.mine, Masao Kinjo, and the 
rest of the Naha Jaycees for all of their hard work in coordinating and fonding a full and 
exciting day of activities for our group. Our day started off at the Urasoe Wholesale 
Distributor Center, followed by lunch at Matsuyama Udun. We then v1s1ted the Zmsen 
Awamori Factory, the Sekigahara Sekizai stone-carving factory and then we had dinner at 
Urizun Restaurant, where we experienced traditional Okinawan cuisine. Then it was enter
tainment time as Calvin Nakama and Miles Kaneshiro, along with Naha Jaycee Katsutoshi 
Miyagi, played samisen. Keith Shimabukuro once again impressed our Okinawan friends 
with his Okinawan odori. It was then off to Mihara, a minyo bar where we were entertamed 
bv a traditional Okinawan musical group. Several members of the group, including Jeff 
Yonamine, Marcus '"Shashin Ku<lasai" Oshiro and our own Gerrie" Aunty Aloha" Nakamura, 
went up to dance and sing. The night, following tradition, ended with everyone dancing 
kachashi . We had a very full day and were ready to catch up on some sleep tune once we 
got bac k to the hotel. 

We also visited the two major newspapers in Okinawa, The Okmawa Tunes and the 
Ryukyu Shimpo. \Ve w1c:re hoping that this would be the best way to reach as many people
as possible in thanking the Okinawan Government, the International Exchange Division,
local government officials and all the other people who really made our stay in Okinawa a 
memorable one.

The final official day of our tour began back at the Kencho building with a lecture on 
the trends of the Okinawan Prefectural Economy hy the Bank of the Ryukyus International 
Foundation. The afternoon was spent touring the southern part of the island. Tours of 
Gyokusendo. Himeyuri no to and the Okinawa Peace Memorial Park highlighted the rest of 
the day. 

The evening was arranged hy our Okinawan "brother," Shuichi Tokunaga and was not 
an r>ftic ial pa1t of our tour. Tokunaga belongs to a group of young, up and coming busmess 
ptcople whose goal is to create a better Okinawa. This group royally trea_ted ushl dmner, 
drinks and mainly followship. Osamu Yara, assistant manager of the Se1bu Or10n Hotel, 
slipped back to his hotd to get a birthday cake when he found out that it was ~haron khaw 
this, it tastes good"' Nagafuchi's birthday. The group then moved on to a private karaoke 
room where the First Annua) Hawaii-Okinawa Karaoke Contest was held . After Bnan 
Maeshiro and Takeshiro Arakaki had their turn at singing, the group decided that maybe this 
would be the Last Annual Hawaii-Okinawa Karaoke Contest. The Leadership group came 
away with many new friends and the feeling that we were all truly island brothers and sisters. 

The J 993 UOA Leadership Study Tour consisted of Paul Gushiken of Hui Okinawa in
Hilo, Miles Kaneshiro of Gaza Yonagusuku Doshi Kai, Sidney Kobashigawa of The Young
Okinawans of Hawaii , Brian Maeshiro of Hawaii Shuri Club, Sharon Nagafuch1 ot 
Tomigusuku Sonjin Kai, Calvin Nakama of The Young Okinawans of Hawaii, Gerrie 
Nakamura of Chatan Sonjin Kai & Wahiawa Kyo Yu Kai, Jay Ogawa of Club Motohu, 
Marcus Oshiro of Gushikawa Shijin Kai, Keith Shimabukuro of Hane.11 Club, Kevin
Uyehara of Itomau Club, Wesley Waniya of Minami Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai, Clyde Yafuso 
of Hui Okinawa in Hi lo and Jeff Yonamine of Club Motobu. 

lt would not have even been possible without the dreams and dedication of .lane 
Serikaku and the endless work and enthusiasm of Wil Hokama . Much thanks also go out to 
the UOA membership for sponsoring this event and especially to the clubs that made the
financial commitment to its young leaders. The. entire group hopes that tins program will 
be continued in the future and that other young people can benefit from the incredible
experience we have benefitted from. lppe Nihei Debiru!!! 

Reflections of Okinawa 
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1993 VOA Study Tour 
The 14th of June came and went as we crossed the International Dateline. This was 

the start of the 1993 UOA Study Tour. Comprised of70 members, the gronp embarked on 
the l 0-<la y whirlwind tour of Okinawa. 

The days that followed were filled with a generous array of activities and tours. A visit 
to the newly opened and renovated Shuri Castle, visits to the Southern Okinawa areas of 
Mabuni, Himeyuri no to, Gyokusendo Park, and the welcoming ceremony by the 
Okinawan Prefectural Government and the special talent show put on by one of Oknawa's 
foremost karate masters and by dancers performing classical Ryukyan dances rounded out 
our first two days. 

The Northern Okinawa tour provided a chance to visit Takoyama Kanlm Park, a fabric 
center in Yomitan Village, the ruins of Zakimi Castle, a glass factory, and the Orion Beer 
Factory. A one night stay in Nago and the welcome reception by Mayor Higa and 
govemment officials of Nago City was not only funfilled but gave the group an opportunity 
to present some local entertainment. At the Nago reception, hula dancers Jane and Tracy 
Uyehara, Mabel Saito, Elaine Nishihara, sisters Rayne and Sandie Shimabuku, Kimiko 
lge, and our lJOA President Jane Serikaku performed together with Ray Nakasone on 
ukulele and a vocal ensemble of male voices from the tour group in presenting Hanalei 
Moon. What a reception! 

On the way back to Naha from Nago, the group made a short visit to the village of Kin 
and was greeted by its Mayor. A brief flower presentation was made at the Toyama statue 
( another statue of Toyama noatedby the people of Kin stands in the "Issei Garden" at the 
hawaii Okinawa Center). We were treated to a visit to the Kin awamori storage cave which 
was a true experience of Okinawan ingenuity. 

A lunch stop at the Okinawa Convention Center and a tour of the center rounded out 
the Northern Tour. For those who had seen the Hawaii stone which was donated to the 
Convention Center Peace Memorial at the Hawaii Okinawa Center, it was great to see the 
stone in a place of reverence. 

The highlight of the tour took place on the final day of the tour- the ltoman Haari 
Festival. With a team from Hawaii participating, it was an exciting day. Also, Jane 
Serikaku had the privilege to be the first woman ever in the history of all Haari Festivals 
in Itoman to participate in the opening boat riding ceremonies. What an accomplishment. 

At !tom.an, the city and its Mayor generously provided a reception for tour participants 
and welcomed the many participants for the Hawaii Homan Club. Yasu Uyehara 
representing those from the Homan Club gave an inspiring speech. 

The tour ended the following day with good-byes and memories. Memories of the 
Taka yesu family ( Richard, Jane, David,and Kimberly) me, ting with relatives and going 
on an afternoon boat ride, Mr. and Mrs. Masao Uyehara r ~visiting Oroku, the Kamiya 
family going off to Gushikawa to see the places and faces of their root<;, Ken Tamashiro 
meeting and dating Miss Nago. the Ige 's revisiting Kin, the Miyashiros (Keikishi, Tomoe
Alvin and Charlene) meeting their relatives and friends, the Izumigawa and Ikehara 
families remtiting with family, the Tome family discovering Tomigusuku, the Goyas many 
visits from relatives, the Hasegawa and Inouye couples with mother Mrs. Takayesu am! 
sister Linda looking for special gifts to take back to Hawaii, Mrs. Nakasone with her two 

daughters disrnvering b'feat shopping ideas, the Higa sisters buying the best in argains from 
Heiwa Dori, Cristina and her grandmother Mrs. Kuniyuki's bus ride to Koza, the wann 
fellowsltip of Mrs. Tawata and her friend Margaret Ojima, and the wonderful lessons by 
Nadine Shimabukuro on the best watering spots in Naha. These and many more memories 
will last for a long time to come. What great summer memories. 

pictures from our 1993 Leadership and Study Tours

Our proud paddlers are from I tor: David Takayesu (white framed glasses), 
Kevin Uyehara (captain), Miles Kaneshiro, Erick Shimabuku, Calvin 
Nakama, Marcus Oshiro, Brian Maeshiro, Wil Hokama, Wes Waniya, Jeff 
Y onamine, and Nathan Kaneshiro. 

PLEASE KOKUA! 
The production cost for the UCHINANCHU newsletter has escalated due to 

the increase in circulation , postage and label expenses. Your contnbut,on to help 
defray some of the expenses will be greatly appreciated_! 

Please take the time to make your donation now!!! 
-------------- CLIP HERE - ---------------

Name: Home Ph: 
Address: Bus. Ph: 

Enclosed is my donation of$ _ _____ to The newsletter Committee Fund. 
Please send check or money order to: 

U.O.A. NEWSLETTER FUND 
HAW All OKINAWA CENTER 

94-587 UKEE STREET 
WAIPAHU, HAWAII 96797 
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Hawaii Okinawa Center Executive Director's Message 
It is indeed an honor to be working at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. As the 
new Executive Director, I hope to persevere to uphold the dignity and 
pride you as a community have strived so long to maintain and build. 
With my family behind me, I am very excited to have this opportunity to 
work with all of you. 

As of this writing, I am feeling a bit overwhelmed with the generosity 
and heartfelt sincerity I have witnessed at HOC in 
these few short days. I have just completed my first 
week on the job asthe new Executive Director-of the 
Hawaii Okinawa Center and have met nearly 75 
people (in a week!) who are directly involved with 
the Center either as volunteers, monitors, staff and 
members of the Board of Trustees. Never before 
have I witnessed such a force of conviction and 
commitment from a single ethnic community. 

As a woman of Japanese ancestry, I have long 
been active in my quest to discover my cultural 
identity as a sansei Japanese American. My journey 
has taken me to Tokyo, Japan where I studied 
Japanese and taught English as a second language to 
children, teens and professionals. Ironically, it was 
there where I discovered my innate sense of inde
pendence and will - the American side of my 
identity. After my two-year stint in Japan, I moved to Northern California 
where I worked for nearly ten years in the areas of marketing and non
profit management. It was there 1 discovered the importance of culture 
and community, in other words, "ohana". In January, 1993, I decided to 
return to Honolulu to he near my family and to make Hawaii my 
perman nt home. 

News from the Center ........................................ . 
The Hawaii Okinawa Center is three years old and the realization of the 

( enter is a beautiful reflection of the hearts and hands of the community that 
banded as one to honor our isseis and to perpetuate the culture they proudly 
brought to this foreign land. 

To promote the culture of Okinawa and the essence of the Uchinanchu 
spirit, volunteers have assisted students and visitors in a wide area of 
Okinawan Studies through the Center's library and video collections as 
well as the many informative exhibits which emphasized specific aspects 
of Okinawa's culture and history. Guided tours are available by appoint
ment. 

Through the generosity of friends in Okinawa and Hawaii, the Center 
currently has a collection of approximately 500 books written in Japanese 
that can be borrowed from the Center's library. The Center Services 
Committee would especially like to introduce some of the following books 
and videos for your reading and viewing pleasure this quarter: 
Videos: "Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival 1990" 

"Okinawan Classical Dance" (performances by top dancers) 
"Amawari" - drama in English 

Books: "A Princess Lily of the Ryukyus'' by Jo Nobuko Martins (Eng.) 
"Okinawan Religion" by William P. Lebra (English) 
"The Girl with the White Flag" by Tomiko Higa (English) 
"The Okinawan Mind in Proverbs in English and Japanese, 

Uchina-dialect" by Zenko Shimabukuro 
"Ryukyu no Densetsu shu" by Bunichi Ishikawa (Japanese) 
"Kore ga Okinawasen da" by Masahide Ota (Japanese) 

The Center is trying to locate the following borrowed videos: 
"Ryukyu 0 -goku no Hokai-Shurijo Akewatashi" 
"Nippon Traditional Cultural Group - Hawaii Performance" 
"Testimony for the Future" (Battle of Okinawa film) 

If you have these videos at home, please return them to the Center 
immediately. 
The Hawaii Okinawa Center welcomes your visit between Monday and 
Saturday, 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. Please call 676-5400 for information or 
accessibility to view the pavilion. 
SUMMER KIMONO SEWING CLASSES FOR CHILDREN • • • • • • • • • • 

Mrs. Violet Ogawa has generously volunteered to hold kimono sewing 
classes for the youth, 10 years and older, this summer. The students will 
learn Japanese sewing terms, stitching techniques and complete a happi. 

What attracted me to the Hawaii Okinawa Center is the strong sense 
of "ohana" and cultural identity among the members of the United 
Okinawan Association. HOC is a good example of what community 
support can do to make a dream or a vision come alive. However, now that 
it has been built, what can UOA and HOC do to BUILD upon that dream? 
To begin answering that question, we can begir. to ask ourselves several 

fundamental questions: Who will be the users of the 
center in the future? What image of HOC do we want to 
project to the community-at-large? Who will be respon
sible for the financial soundness of HOC? How will the 
leadership of HOC and UOA address the changing needs 
of the UOA membership and the surrounding communi
ties? 

We have a large task ahead of ourselves to make 
this dream stay alive. However, from what I have wit
nessed and felt from the Uchinanchu community in this 
short time, I am convinced that HOC has the potential of 
becoming a strong force in bringing together the youth, the 
adults and the seniors in our community and become a 
living symbol of community support. I envision HOC to 
become a place of learning of one's cultural heritage, 
historv. and the arts and where people young and old can . 

feel comfortable enough to come to visit at any time. 

Ippe Nihei Debiru to the Board of Trustees for this opportunity to work 
with you. 

Doozo Yoroshiku onegai shimasu.

Classes start on June 25 and will be held on Fridays from 1 :OOpm to 3:00pm. 
Class sizes are limited. Please call HOC (676-5400) to register or for 
additional information. 
THE BEAUTY OF CALLIGRAPHY AND FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS • • • 

The exhibit area of HOC will have a new display starting in July and 
ending in September. The work of local Okinawan Calligraphers and 
Flower Arrangement teachers and students will be displayed, alongside 
calligraphy work from Okinawa. The flower arrangements are from 
Ikenobo, Sangetsu, Sogetsu, and other schools of training. Our display will 
also include various implements needed to study calligraphy and flower 
arrangement. Please visit our new exhibit. 

Robert Asato bids Aloha 
The eighteen months I had the privilege of serving as the Executive 

Director of the Hawaii Okinawa Center has been a rewarding and 
enjoyable experience. 

My term went by quickly for me, because I met many wonderful 
people at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. I enjoyed working with the 
many committed and dedicated volunteers who put so much love into 
their work. The volunteers' intense sense of pride in their heritage 
inspired me to work harder and awakened in me a new awareness of my 
Okinawan heritage and upbringing. 

As Executive Director I reported and expressed my concern about 
the financial viability of the operations of the Center to the Board of 
Trustees. Now, is the time to remember the reasons for building the 
Center. The hopes and aspirations of the Okinawan community should 
inspire all of us to address the situation creatively and cooperatively. As 
I mentioned in the previous newsletter, fundraising .efforts should 
focus in on the future - In the year 2000, Okinawans in Hawaii will be 
celebrating our centennial, and the HOC will be IO years old. This once 
in a life-time turn-of-the-century experience could target a major 
capital project and a year-long cultural and educational exchange 
program for our youth , and those from Okinawa and abroad. 

Thank you to our loyal and dedicated volunteers/staff, the crew of 
regular volunteers and monitors, and all of you for your support and
friendship all these 18 months. Please give your support to the next 
Executive Director, Mariko Miho, as we al1 work to fulfill the mission 
of the Hawaii Okinawa Center. lppe Nihei Debiru! 




