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Okinawa spent three weekends meeting online for 8 hours each day
on Saturday and Sunday. They watched videos about issues in Hawaii
including sustainable tourism, eco-tourism, local food, and the impact
of Okinawan immigration to Hawaii. They also participated in virtual
workshops or “talk-story” break-out sessions with their Hawaii partners. All students shared videos with their virtual partners describing
their daily lives and elements of Okinawa and Hawaii culture.
Special Mahalo and Ippee Nifee Deebiru to Tom Yamamoto, Stacy
Kawamura, and Mariko Yokoda for their continued assistance with this
annual program. Both HUOA and Okinawa Prefectural Government’s
Department of Education is looking forward to returning to our inperson program in 2023. HUOA will be taking applications for Hawaii
students seeking to participate in HOSEP 2023 starting in November
2022. If you know of any high school freshman, sophomore, or junior
interested in participating in Phase 1, Phase 2, or both, please email or
call HUOA to inquire.
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he Hawaii Okinawa Student Exchange Program (“HOSEP”) was
established in 1990 with participation from Okinawa Prefectural
Government, the Hawaii Department of Education and the HUOA. For
the past ten years, Hawaii’s DOE was not able to financially support
the program but HUOA’s Jane Serikaku, Tom Yamamoto, and Stacy
Kawamura were determined to continue. Thirty-two years later, HOSEP
is the longest running homestay high school student exchange program
in the United States and Japan.
In a typical year, 25 Okinawan students, selected from over five hundred applicants across all the Okinawan islands, arrive in Honolulu in
March for Phase 1 of the program. They are paired with Hawaii high
school students and spend two weeks attending school and living with
their host families. HUOA provides excursions and a trip to Hilo for
education on Hawaiian cultural practices and history. Hui Okinawa
hosts a dinner for all the Okinawan students in Hilo. Phase 2 involves
15 Hawaii students traveling to Okinawa for a similar experience.
Due to the pandemic, HOSEP could not be held in-person. HUOA
worked with Sensei Shinako Fukumura, coordinator for HOSEP in
Okinawa, to continue the program virtually in 2020 and 2021. Students
communicated with each other through group ZOOM workshops and
via social media venues on their own time. Although the time difference between Okinawa and Hawaii (19 hours) created challenges, the
students enjoyed a fulfilling virtual experience. In 2022, students from
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President’s
Message By David Jones

H

aisai Everyone! I hope all is well with
you and your family. It's been an exciting
start to the year, focusing on our "chuishiijii"
goal to help each other reconnect. Does it feel
like we are starting to see some sense of normalcy? We are not out of the woods yet. But,
it feels great to see many of you at recent live
in-person events! It's been so exciting because
I've attended more in-person events within the
last two months than during the previous two years of the pandemic.
Our focus on the goal of reconnecting with each other and pushing for
live events has started with our first ever hybrid Okinawan Festival general meeting and the Board of Directors meeting. A hybrid meeting is a
combination of meeting in person at the Hawaii Okinawa Center with
teleconferencing equipment, so those unable to come in person joined
us remotely via Zoom. It was such a great feeling to talk to someone inperson, collaborate on the side, and "talking-story" before and after the
meeting. It made the one-hour rush-hour trip from town all worth it!
I also enjoyed attending my first concert, Imaginary Homelands, featuring our cherished local master artists: Kenny Endo, Norman Kaneshiro,
Derek Fujio, and Yukie Shiroma. It was well attended, and exhilarating
"chicken-skin" experience listening to the masters collaborate and blend
their music. I was also very humbled to be invited to many of your club
Shinnen Enkais albeit still in a virtual format or a drive-thru. Big ippee
nifwee deebiru to Aza Gushikawa Doshi Kai, Gushichan Sonjinkai, Gaza
Yonagusuku Doshi Kai, Hawaii Shuri Naha Club, Gushikawa Club, and
Okinawan Genealogical Society of Hawaii for inviting me to join in your
recent club activities! At the Gaza Club Shinnen Enkai bento pick-up, their
celebrity member, The Honorable Governor David Ige, stopped by to
pick up Bentos and greeted us! I also attended the Ukwanshin Kabudan
Lochoo Summit-themed Mamuin reminding us of the importance of protecting, preserving, and perpetuating our valuable water resources. Lastly,
in March, we had a fascinating week with the Okinawa Institute of Science
and Technology (OIST) Foundation summit and concert featuring music
virtuoso Jake Shimabukuro, Grant "Masanduu" Murata, and Brandon Ing
playing at the Blue Note venue in Waikiki.
We are just warming up, folks, and we have an exciting lineup of events
coming soon. Stay tuned every 2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings of the
month at 7pm for our Yuntaku Live episodes. We also have live HUOA
events coming back to town with the upcoming 50th HUOA Goodwill Golf
Tournament in May, HUOA Senior Fair in June, and the HUOA Legacy
Award Banquet to celebrate our exceptional community leaders that will
be held in July at the Hilton Hawaiian Village. Our President-Elect and
Okinawan Festival Chair, Clarisse Kobashigawa, and our Festival committee have also been planning for our live in-person Okinawan Festival scheduled for September 3 and 4. Stay tuned for more details, and you can always
find up-to-date information on Huoa.org and Okinawanfestival.com.
I can't explain how excited I am to start seeing many of you at live
events as we come out of a pandemic. Yet, we are still facing many challenges here and worldwide with water shortages, the war in Ukraine, and
many still struggling through the sluggish economy. It's times like this
when we need to take a moment, be more mindful of others, and truly
work together to help one another in the spirit of Chuishiijii. Again ippee
nifwee deebiru for all of your hard work and support of HUOA and yutasurugutu unigee sabira! Chibariyaa!

UCHINANCHU
Uchinanchu is the newsletter of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association.
Although subject to change, issues will be published bi-monthly. Volunteer
writers are welcome. Send your name, address, and telephone number to
Uchinanchu Newsletter, Hawaii United Okinawa Association, 94-587
Ukee St., Waipahu, Hawaii 96797. E-mail articles to info@huoa.org.
Uchinanchu reserves the right to edit all material for clarity and accuracy.
HUOA President •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• David Ryo Jones
Executive Director •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Jon Itomura
Editorial/Production Services ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Erika Kim
ADVERTISING INFORMATION
Uchinanchu reaches over 8,000 households. For advertising rates and more
information visit www.huoa.org, contact us at info@huoa.org, or 676-5400.
Note to Readers: Political campaign advertisements are paid for by the
candidate, candidate committee, and/or supporters. Campaign ads provided
herein do not represent or reflect the views or opinions of HUOA and HUOA
does not endorse, support, or provide any actual or in-kind contributions to any
issue, candidate, candidate campaign committee, or political action committee.

UCHINANCHU
Ippee Nifee Deebiru... Mahalo!

Uchinanchu is our voice — the voice of the Hawaii United Okinawa
Association, its members, and the “home” we all built together, the
Hawaii Okinawa Center. By sharing information and experiences,
Uchinanchu keeps us connected as a family, dedicated to preserving,
sharing, and perpetuating our Okinawan cultural heritage.
Every dollar donated — along with the valuable income from
advertising - helps offset the cost of publishing Uchinanchu. HUOA
sends a sincere Ippee Nifee Deebiru to the following donors. Mahalo
for keeping Uchinanchu alive and thriving.
Uchinanchu Newsletter Donors January 1 to February 28, 2022
Satoshi Ajifu
Mildred K. Arakaki
Lorraine Araki
Frederick Higa
Mike Higa
Richard Honda
Liane Ing

Dr. Lei Isa
Charles Mizuta
Chad & Lori Morikami
Teruo Oshiro
James Serikaku
R. K. Shimabukuro
Evelyn Tengan

Sueko Wong
Tsuneo Yamashiro
Thomas S. Yonamine
Mr. & Mrs. Brian
Yoshida

2022 Calendar of Events
The year at a glance!
May 8
May 28 & 29
May 31–Jun 3
Jun 17
Jun 22
July 9
July 24
Aug 7
Sep 3 & 4
Sep 17
Oct 30–Nov 2
Nov 26 & 27
Dec 7

Kahuushi, Heartfelt Appreciation, Celebrating 25th
Anniversary of Tamagusuku Ryu Senju Kai. (Frances
Nakachi Ryubu Dojo), virtual
50th Annual Okinawan Invitational Golf Tournament,
Pali Municipal Golf Course
Children’s Day Camp - Oahu
Senior Health & Wellness Fair, HOC
Irei no Hi Remembrance, TBD
Wachimugukuru Utati Katayabira (Kenton Odo’s 		
Dokuen Kai), Pearl City Cultural Center
Legacy Award Banquet, Coral Ballroom Hilton Hawaiian Village
Hui Makaala Fashion Show Scholarship Luncheon,
Hilton Hawaiian Village
40th OKINAWAN FESTIVAL, live, in-person
Autumn Matsuri, HOC
Worldwide Uchinanchu Taikai & Study Tour in Okinawa
Winter Craft Fair, HOC
An Evening in Waipio Craft Fair, HOC

Check HUOA website – www.huoa.org for more information.

Corrections to Issue #196 (Jan/Feb 2022)
Pages 4 to 7, Preserving our Legacy Donations. Some names were not complete:
In memory of Taro & Kamado Arakaki by Yukiko Ross
In memory of Charlotte Shinsato Hashimoto of Wahiawa by Kelly Nakasone
In memory of Seisho & Tsuruko Ige, George (Joe) & Roy T Ige and Lillian 				
Funamura by Judy F Muramoto
In memory of Wataru & Nancy T Isa and Cassy & Roy Ikeda by Kaaren Takara
In memory of Bokuzen & Haruko T Kaneshiro by Frances T Kaneshiro
In memory of Dr. & Mrs. Francis T Kaneshiro and Robert K Kaneshiro by 				
Patricia Hansen
In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Kichijiro Miyashiro by Mr. & Mrs. Susumu Miyashiro
In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Masao Nakasone by Mr. & Mrs. James T Kubo
In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Masao Nakasone and Mr. & Mrs. Masami Hattori by 		
Blanche A Hattori
In memory of Matsusuke & Lillian S Oshiro by Milton & Madelline Oshiro
In memory of Eiko & Rose Yamaguchi and Kenneth & Masako Tomei by 					
Bevilynn Tomei
In honor and memory of Richard (Masa) Yamashiro by Kim, Maureen, Ellen, 			
Donna & Patrick
Page 8, Photo caption should read: “Volunteers from Hawaii-Shuri Naha Club,
led by Chris Taylor, organized the Uchinanchu of the Year picture-taking session.
(L–R) Pat Miyashiro, Leah Taylor, Chris Taylor, Jan Kawachi, Caro Higa, Bobbi
Kuba, Leslie Morishige, Jon Itomura, and Clarisse Kobashigawa.”
We apologize for the errors
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HUOA Slow Pitch Softball 2022
By Kelan Hashimura (Urasoe)

W

e are planning a tentative deferred start of May 2022 rather than the
traditional March start. Games are on Sunday mornings at Halawa
Park. Current teams are as follows:
Aza Gushikawa
Itoman
Gushichan
Nakagusuku

Pomaikai Shishido (RA)
RS 79476
Tel. (808) 384-5727
pomaikaishishido@gmail.com

Spencer Shishido (RA)
RS 79148
Tel. (808) 371-5480
spencer.shishido@gmail.com

FOR RENT:
One Kalakaua Senior Living, #702, 2 bdrm./1 bath/1 parking
Base rent: $1000 + $2,279 MF + 941 Club Dues, 2 months free base rent
One Ala Moana, #1015, 1 bdrm./1-bath/1 prkg, $4,000/mo.

Gushikawa Blue
Nishihara
Haneji
Urasoe

Hui Makaala
Wahiawa

If your club is interested in entering a team or if you are interested
in joining one of the existing teams, please contact the HUOA office at
808.676.5400 or info@huoa.org. Even if you don't play, come out to watch
and support your favorite team! More information when the season details
are more finalized - hope to see you out at the field!

HUOA Social Media

____________________________________________________________________________________

FOR SALE:
Honolulu Park Place, #804, 2 bdrm./2 baths/2 parking
Amenities Galore $625,000 (FS) MLS 202205775
99-1307 Aiea Heights Drive, Single-Family, 3 bdrms./2.5 baths,
2-car Enclosed/Secured Garage $1,180,000 (FS) MLS 202204504

____________________________________________________________________________________

COMING SOON FOR SALE:
Oahu Surf, #202, 2/2/1, $590,000 (FS)
Marco Polo, #604, 1/1/1, $460,000 (FS)

Facebook/HUOA.org

@hawaiiunited
okinawaassociation

YouTube.com/c/Hawaii
UnitedOkinawaAssociation

Celebrate Mom
this Mother’s Day
Mother’s Day Package
$375+tax
(Serves approx. 10 people)
Herb Crusted Prime Rib or Beef
(Cooked medium rare, 6 lbs. approx. cooked weight)

Au Jus & Creamy Horseradish
Scalloped Potatoes (5 lbs.)
Fresh Grilled Vegetables (3 lbs.)
Last day to order is May 4, 2022. While supplies last.

Order online at shop.acateredexperience.com
or call (808) 677-7744 for more info
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Preserving Our Legacy

2021 to 2022
Annual Giving Program

W

e are in our sixth month of our 2021-2022 Annual Giving Campaign. Members embracing the theme “Chuishiijii - Reaching New Heights
Together,” have generously come forth and contributed towards the success of our organization. After two long years, we can finally open
our doors and welcome in-person events, such as Warabi Ashibi - Children’s Day Camp, Senior Health and Fitness Fair, and the Okinawan Festival,
that are supported by your donations. The following list combines contributions made to the Annual Giving Campaign and all other non-specified
monetary donations. We truly appreciate your support and the confidence you have shown in us. Ippee Nifee Deebiru!

Contributions from January 1 to
February 28, 2022

DIAMOND $5,000 +

PLATINUM $4,999 – $2,500
In honor of the late Matsue & Takeo Shimabukuro by the
family of R.K. & C. Shimabukuro

Norene Ihori

GOLD $2,499 – $1,000
Afuso Ryu Choichi Kai USA Hawaii Chapter
Hui O Laulima
Chester & Laraine Koga
Michael S. & Kathleen K. Nohara

Dexter & Valerie Teruya
In memory of Haruko Kaneshiro by Robin & Lillian
Yoshimura
In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Kiichi Kobashigawa by
Karen Miura

In memory of Teruo, Emily Emiko, Sakae, Kame & Kame
Oshiro by Stephen M. Oshiro

SILVER $999 – $500
Charles & Helen Higa
Alben & Lynn Namihira
In memory of Thomas & Janet Miyashiro

In memory of Kosuke, Kame, Shigeru & Kiyoshi Richard
Nakasato by Stephen M. Oshiro
In memory of Kamado & Tsuyako Oshiro and David N.
Oshiro by Henry & Theresa Oshiro

In memory of Juliet Shimabukuro by Dean Shimabukuro
In memory of Edward & Gladys Uehara, Mike (Sumo)
Uehara & Stacey-Ann Yano by Henry & Theresa Oshiro

BRONZE $499 – $250
Anonymous
Ford Chinen
Lilly Higa
Kenneth & Amy Kaneshiro
George & Y. Joyce Miyashiro, Lynn & Wes Masuda, Kris,
Dan, Landon, Kellen, Jordan Tanioka

In memory of Wallace S. & Kiyoko Chinen by Joyce N.
Chinen
In memory of Pauline (Nakachi) Hirasuna by Thomas
Hirasuna & Jean Hunter
In honor of Albert & Doris Nakamatsu by Robert &
Cherille Nakamatsu

In honor of Keiko Nakata by Sandi & Frank Hino
In memory of Jean K. Nishikawa by Lisa & Gary
Nishikawa
In memory of Robert Tamaye & Travis Richardson by
Joanne Richardson

CONTRIBUTOR $249 – $100
Anonymous (3)
Stephen Chinen
Lynn Harada
Mark Higa
Glenn M. Hirano
Michael & Christine Hondo
Susan Imai
Rodney Y. & Sharon S. Isa
Donna Kakazu
Gary & Jocelyn Kaneshiro
James S. Kaneshiro
Shirley Kaneshiro
Tsuru Kaneshiro
Tom & Karen Kiyabu
Dean & Sheri Kobashigawa
Gary & Janice Kobashigawa
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Kohagura
Lynn Miyahira
Kimiko Miyasato
Ronald Miyashiro
Thomas & Lois Miyashiro
Lynn Nakamura
Charlene Nekomoto
May J. Oshiro

Yukie Shiroma
Morris Takushi
Nelson Tamashiro
George M. Toguchi
Janel Toguchi (2)
Dorene Toma
Amy E. Tsuru (2)
Phil Uyehara
Setsuko Uyehara
Lisa H. Uyesato
Thad Wakasugi
Allie & Sandy Yanagi
Sandra Yanagi
Shigeru Yoshimoto
Lorraine Zaa
In loving memory of my mom, the late Yoshiko Adaniya
by Ruth Kane
In memory of Bob Asato by June Asato
In memory of Richard Azama by Paul & Jan Nakama
In memory of Henry Tokusei Higa by Tomie Higa
In memory of Charles Y. Hirashiki by Melvin & Arlene
Miyamoto and family
In honor of Barbara Kawakami’s 100th Birthday by Joyce
N. Chinen

In memory of Taketa & Tsuruko Kutaka by Sally Ann
Kutaka
In memory of Albert Nakasato by Sheryl & Burt
In memory of Zensuke & Yoshiko Nishihara by Melvin &
Joanne Nishihara
In memory of Mitsuo Oshiro by Debbie Dwyer-Oshiro
In memory of Wallace S. Shinsato by Melvin & Arlene
Miyamoto
In memory of Wallace Shinsato by Jean & Sherrie Oshiro
In memory of Wallace Shinsato by Kevin & Sharon Fujita
In memory of Wallace Shinsato by Glen & Sara Uyejo
In memory of Kame & Kamato Taira by Roberta Umeno
In memory of Jane Teruya by Chatan-Kadena Chojin Kai
In memory of Seiyei & Nancy Toguchi by Monica R.S.
Hatori
In memory of Alvin (Butch) Tohara, Jr. by Yonashiro
Chojin Kai
In memory of Mary Toyama, Shige Toyama, Richard &
Jane Takayesu
In memory of Shige & Doris Yamaguchi by Noreen &
Michael Peer, Carrie & Emil Francisco, Vernon & Rumi
Yoshida
In memory of Hide & Kikuye Yamashiro, Seishu &
Matsuru Hanashiro by Thomas & Trisha Sanborn

FRIEND $99 AND UNDER
Anonymous (2)
Laura Ajimine
Gwen Akimoto
Sharon Alvarado
Roy M. Arakaki
Scott Arakaki
Dennis Asato
Harold Asato
Glenn Awakuni
Lynn Bourgeois
Elsie Chun
Betsy Ebesu
Elaine Eguchi
Gwen Fujie
Clara Goto (2)
Terry Goya
Elaine Higa

Ellen Higa
James H. Higa
Glenn Hirano
Wendy Horikami
Garrett Iha
Ann Kabasawa
Susan Kamigaki
Mildred T. Kaneshiro
Robert Kaneshiro
Calvin Kawakami (2)
Clarisse Kobashigawa
Jan Kobashigawa
Lisa Kogachi
Earlyn Koizumi
Marilyn Kokubun
Frances Kuba
Paula K.M. Kurashige

George & Lucille Kuwaye
Marjie Lui
Richard Maeda
Laura Chieko Matthews
Gainor Miyashiro
Charlotte Mukai (2)
Patrice Nagy
Beverly Nakada
Dorothy Nakama
Lisa Nakama
Carl Nakamura
John Nakamura
Charlene Nekomoto
Nancy Okuda
Masaichi & Grace Oshiro
Yoshimori Oshiro
Carter & Elaine Reed

David & Lili Sakai
Janice Shiira
Toshi Sullivan
Beverly Taira
Courtney Takara
Francis Takara
Kaaren Takara
Emeline Tamashiro
Kay Tamashiro
Stella Tamashiro
Dennis Tamayoshi
Duane Taniguchi
Chris Taylor
Brian & Faith Tokeshi
Allen Toma
(continued on pg 5)

march/april 2022

Preserving
Our Legacy

Uchinanchu

5

continued from
page 4

Kari Toyama
Eric & Janet Uyehara
Pearl Wong
Val Wong
Janis K. Yamamoto
Victor Yamashiroya
Nancy Yogi
Annie Yoshida
Roxanne Yoshida
Tomeo Yoshizawa
In memory of Yoshiko Adaniya by Janet T. Higa
In honor of Uta & Saburo Agena by Craig & Nancy
Kaneshiro
In memory of Hatsuko Ethel Gushiken by Patrick &
Nona Miyashiro
In memory of Howard & Masayo Oshiro by Eileen
Taketa
In memory of Wallace S. Shinsato by Curtis Higa
In memory of Wallace S. Shinsato by Ryan Miyamoto
In memory of Wallace S. Shinsato by Michael
Miyamoto & Shelley Kochiyama
In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Walter D. Uehara by Patsy
Uehara

Hawaii Okinawa
Plaza donations
T

he Hawaii Okinawa Plaza opened its
doors in late 2019 and is now the
home to five tenants. Rental income from
the Plaza will go to the Hawaii United
Okinawa Association to support its many
cultural programs as well as the upkeep
and capital improvements of the Hawaii
Okinawa Center. This accomplishment
took years in the making and would not
have been possible without the help and
support of the over 1,200 donors in Hawaii
and Okinawa. Since our last report, we
received $4,300.
In honor of our previous generations
and in promise to those to come, “Shikinoo
Chuishiijii Shiru Kurasuru,” we will
greatly enhance our shared way of life,
now and for future generations.
To all of our donors, we say Magukuru
Kara Ippee Nifee Deebiru. – from our hearts,
thank you very much.
Contributions from January 1
to February 28, 2022
Hui O Laulima
Kin Chojin Kai
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai by Earl & Cynthia Asato
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai by Rodney Y. & Sharon
S. Isa
Robert & Mimi Shiroma (2)
In memory of Kenneth K. & Hazel C. Uehara by
Lorraine Araki

Photo credit: Shari Tamashiro

Farewell to Hide-Chan Restaurant
By Shari Tamashiro

O

ne of the Big Three, the beloved Hide-Chan Restaurant, which has been serving both
Okinawan and Japanese dishes to our community since 2001, closed its doors on April
23rd. With their lease up, Hidemitsu and Chizuko Tamayose decided it would be a good time
to retire and change jobs - babysitting their grandson.
Hidemitsu, Chizuko, their daughter Iris and son Joey want to tell everyone ippee nifee deebiru
and that they are grateful for the support of the Hawaii Okinawan community, especially
during the pandemic. But I want to thank the Tamayose family from the bottom of my heart
for the 21 years of delicious Okinawan and Japanese dishes they have worked so hard to give
us. Hide-Chan didn’t have fancy, Instagrammable or trendy dishes. What they did serve was
Okinawan home cooking that, ironically, we no longer know how to cook at home. Eating at
Hide-Chan was like being reconnected with my grandparents. To honor them, I’d like to share
the story behind the iconic restaurant.
Hidemitsu came to Hawaii in 1970, speaking no English and working as a dishwasher at
Nuuanu Onsen. He was encouraged to start helping in the kitchen and moved on to Hyaku-tei
and Daiei Pearlridge. He then started working at Sada and cooked there for 17 years. Stints at
Benkei, Mr. Ojisan, and Maguro-ya followed.
A friend told him about a good location for a restaurant in Mo’ili’ili that was available and
Hidemitsu decided to open his own restaurant. Hide-Chan opened on February 6, 2001 with
Hidemitsu in the kitchen and his wife Chizuko running the front of house. Hidemitsu laughs
as he said he chose the best items from all the places he worked at over the years, which is why
the menu was extensive and eclectic. However, his regular customers badgered him to add
Okinawan dishes to the menu. He scoured old Okinawan cookbooks, tasting and adjusting
the recipes until he was satisfied. That attention to detail is apparent in his goya (bittermelon)
champuru, pig feet soup, nakami soup, spare rib soup, soki soba, and miso rafute. After two
years, Okinawan dishes were added to the menu and were the most popular items.
When asked what was the best thing about running the restaurant for 21 years, Hidemitsu
said having a family business meant they could keep their kids with him when they worked.
When Hide-Chan opened, Iris was 15 and Joey was 6. Iris mentioned that she was upset at
having to work in the restaurant and take care of her brother when she was in high school but as
she got older, she grew to respect and appreciate her parents' hard work and sacrifice. Looking
back, she said the restaurant was a good thing because it resulted in her family being very close
to each other because they were together all the time. Even though the restaurant was closed
on Sunday, they still had to shop for and prep food but the family always made sure to have
Sunday supper together. And every year, the restaurant would shut down and the family would
take a trip to Okinawa together.
With the closing of Hide-Chan, I am mourning the disappearance of these tiny mom and
pops that have been around for decades, who knew generations of their customers and played
such a pivotal role by becoming gathering places for
their communities. With each closing, we say farewell
to priceless treasures that are a direct connection to our
culture, our community, and the places our ancestors
came from. One pillar of Okinawan cuisine in Hawaii
is now gone but there are still two remaining: Sunrise
Restaurant and Utage Restaurant. We really need to
support them and any other businesses willing to put
Okinawan dishes on their menus. For a breakdown
of all the Okinawan dishes offered on O‘ahu, go to
hawaiiokinawans.com.
Hide-Chan played an important role in the Hawaii
Okinawan community and will be greatly missed. A hui
hou, Hidemitsu, Chizuko, Iris, and Joey. Chibariyo on
the next chapter of your journey.
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Children's Okinawan
Cultural Day Camp 2022

“WARABI ASHIBI” IS AN OKINAWAN TERM mean-

ing “children at play,” and is the name for the anticipated cultural summer program of the Hawaii
United Okinawa Association.
First established in 1996 on Oahu, this program was designed to
provide a fun and educational experience for children, while learning
about our Okinawan culture in a day camp atmosphere. In 2001, HUOA
received a grant from the State of Hawaii – State Foundation on Culture
and the Arts, which allowed HUOA to expand this program to the
neighbor islands. Camps co-sponsored and organized by our neighbor
island clubs allowed the program to expand to Kauai, Maui and Hawaii.
These past two years, COVID-19 has forced the Children Camps to
rethink the operation of their individual programs. This year, 2022, the
future of the camps was based on the assessments made by their organizing team. Programs participating in-person will involve less children
and staff, with a modified program. We hope you will be able to join
us again.
For additional and updated information, call the HUOA office at
676-5400 ext. 123 or email occ@huoa.org. Listing of camps and general
information:

OAHU
Location: Hawaii Okinawa Center
Date of Camp: May 31–June 3, 2022 (A sleepover is planned for
Thursday, June 2nd) subject to change due to safety concerns.
Hours: Tuesday–Thursday | 8:30am–2:30pm; Friday | 9am–Noon
Coordinating Club: Hui O Laulima
Directors: Jocelyn Ige and Karen Kuba-Hori
Registration: $125.00, discount for multi-child households available
Number of Kids: 50 children
Ages: 8–13
Contact: HUOA Office | (808) 676-5400, ext. 123 | occ@huoa.org
MAUI
Location: Maui Okinawa Cultural Center
Date of Camp: May 31–June 3, 2022
Hours: 9am–3pm
Coordinating Club: Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai
Directors: Elaine Fujita, Janet Miyahira, Christine Hondo
Registration: $95 for MOKK members, $130 for non members
(includes one year membership in MOKK) Discount for multi-child
households available
Number of Kids: 30
Ages: Entering Grade 1–Grade 8
Contact: Elaine Fujita | gfmaui50@hotmail.com; Janet Miyahira
miyahijan@aol.com; Christine Hondo | christine.sue525@gmail.com
HAWAII – HILO
Location: Hilo Higashi Hongwanji
Date of Camp: June 5–June 10, 2022
Hours: Sunday | 1pm–3pm; Monday–Friday | 8am–2:30pm
Coordinating Club: Hui Okinawa
Directors: Dwayne Miyashiro
Registration: $100 per child Discount for multi-child households
available
Number of Kids: 48
Ages: 8–13 (2nd–7th grade)
Contact: Dwayne Miyashiro | dwaynemi@hawaiiantel.net
(808) 896-0512
HAWAII – KOHALA - TBD
Location: TBD
Date of Camp:TBD
Hours:TBD
Coordinating Club: Kohala Okinawa Kenjin Kai
Directors: Kathy Matsuda
Registration: $75
Number of Kids: 24
Ages: 7-12
Contact: Kathy Matsuda | kathymaloha@gmail.com | (808) 895-2025
HAWAII – KONA
Canceled for 2022
KAUAI
Canceled for 2022

Pdf fillable applications
available online at huoa.org

OAHU REGISTRATION CAMPERS FORM

Hawaii United Okinawa Association (HUOA)
2022 Warabi Ashibi, Okinawan Cultural Day Camp for Children – Oahu
Tuesday, May 31–Friday, June 3, 2022

Registration

Registration Deadline: Monday, May 2, 2022
Enrollment limited to 50 participants, ages 8–13
(child must be 8 years old by December 2022)
1) Last Name_____________________ First Name_____________________
Age______

Gender: M____ F____

Returnee: No____ Yes____ # of years participating_______
T-Shirt Size:

Youth / Adult Small / Medium / Large
(circle one)
(circle one)

2) Last Name_____________________ First Name_____________________
Age______

Gender: M____ F____

Returnee: No____ Yes____ # of years participating_______
T-Shirt Size:

Youth / Adult Small / Medium / Large
(circle one)
(circle one)

3) Last Name_____________________ First Name_____________________
Age______

Gender: M____ F____

Returnee: No____ Yes____ # of years participating_______
T-Shirt Size:

Youth / Adult Small / Medium / Large
(circle one)
(circle one)

Registration Fees (fee includes one t-shirt for each registered child):
One child ($125.00).....................................................................$__________
Two or more children, ($110.00 each)......................................$__________
To qualify for multi-child discount, children must reside in the same
household.
Additional t-shirts are available for purchase as follows:
Youth ($10.00 each) ............................. Qty______ Size______ $__________
Adult ($12.00 each).............................. Qty______ Size______ $__________
Total Amount Enclosed $__________
Checks shall be made payable to HUOA and mailed to:

HUOA, 94-587 Ukee Street, Waipahu, HI 96797; Attn: Warabi Oahu
Ippee nifee deebiru! Thank you very much!

MAMUIN-Protect, Preserve, Perpetuate
8th Annual Loochoo Identity Summit
By D. Yamagusiku

M

AMUIN - to protect, preserve and perpetuate, was a fitting theme
implored by impassioned speakers in their virtual presentations at the
Loochoo Identity Summit on March 19, 2022. A global audience of nearly
200 registered to learn about the traditional value of Mamuin. Produced
by Ukwanshin Kabudan for the eighth year, the Summit was hosted by its
three directors, Eric Wada, Norman Kaneshiro, and Keith Nakaganeku.
The 3 ‘P’ words, Protect, Preserve, and Perpetuate that defines Mamuin,
carries with it more than just its dictionary definition. “The Uchinaaguchi
word mamuin expresses the acts of preserving, protecting, and perpetuating and, most significant, the connectedness and intersections of these
actions. The essence of mamuin is to care for and sustain something that is
meaningful and precious and enable it to thrive beyond our lifetime. Most
important within the cultural context of mamuin is that these actions cause
no harm to others.” —Norman Kaneshiro.
This year’s Summit featured Keynote Speaker, Ernie Lau, Manager and
Chief Engineer of the Honolulu Board of Water Supply. He was accompanied by Kathleen Pahinui, Public Relations Officer who shared the many
ways the community could conserve water. In his introduction of Mr.
Lau, moderator Keith Nakaganeku presented a concise and informative
description of the current water crisis situation at Kapūkahi (Red Hill). He
recognized Ernie Lau as the person with authority who stood up and took
a public stand to confront the US Navy to assume responsibility for this
crisis. To which Ernie replied that being in a non-political position allows
him to speak the truth and voice concerns.
Mr. Lau explained the events that led to this unfortunate situation.
A kama`āina with a strong commitment to protect Honolulu’s pure
water, Ernie Lau’s work exemplifies Mamuin. Ernie emphasized the importance of adhering to these practices to avert
the catastrophe that threatens
Hawai`i’s unique water system. In his own words, Ernie
stated that “Mamuin resonates
deep in my heart and that’s
what we have been doing at
the Board of Water; to preserve our precious groundwater from contamination; to protect it and be able to perpetuate
it for future generations.
Eric Wada and Ryan
Ueunten engaged in a lively
discussion of the indigenous
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practices of Mamuin in Okinawan and Hawaiian cultures. The message
that “Water is Life” was strongly emphasized. The expressions ‘Ola i
ka wai’ in Hawaiian, and ‘nuchigusui’ in Uchinaaguchi, carry a similar sense of respect and responsibility. Ryan, who is the site manager for
Kauluakalana, a community based non-profit organization that cares for
the Ulupō Heiau and Kawai Nui wetlands in Kailua, shared the historical
importance of Ulupō Heiau as a sacred place that served the community.
Eric showed how the gusuku in Okinawa served the same purpose as the
heiau in Hawai`i and that both were built around a source of water. The
exchange between Ryan and Eric revealed the many common traditional
values and practices shared between both island cultures but primarily the
reverence for the teachings of our kupuna, our uyafaafuji, to ‘open your
eyes, open your ears, open your hearts.
After being inspired by both presentations, participants were asked to share their ‘treasures’ that they
wanted to protect, preserve, and perpetuate. They
came to understand that “We preserve these ‘treasures’
to keep its essence intact. In this process, we also protect them against loss or harm. The reason to engage in
acts of preserving and protecting is to perpetuate these ukwanshin.org
‘treasures’ for others long after we pass.

|

"Supporting our uchinanchu community is a family
affair. Mahalo for perpetuating our culture & values
as we look ahead to build a strong & resilient future
for our children."

Paid for by Friends of Jill Tokuda, P.O. Box 3193, Honolulu HI 96801
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Ryan shared interesting mo`olelo (stories) about the Kawai Nui wetlands to a rapt
audience. Photo by D. Yamagusiku

With the towering stone heiau in the background, Ryan Ueunten (in red shirt) recounts
the community cooperation expended to build the heaiu. Photo by Eric Wada

A Cultural Field Trip to Ulupō Heiau
By D. Yamagusiku

O

n a beautiful February day in Kailua with ocean breezes cooling the
sun-warmed air, 30 Sashiki-Chinen Doshikai members and friends
visited the ancient site of the Ulupō Heiau on the edge of the Kawai Nui
wetlands. We were personally hosted by site manager, Ryan Ueunten,
son of long-time club members Mark & Aileen Ueunten and grandson of Sentei and Grace Ueunten. Ryan is the `Āina Science Technician
for Kauluakalana, a community based non-proﬁt organization that is
restoring and growing healthy relationships between people and place
through aloha ʻāina practices.
In touring the peaceful and lush nature of this historic site, Ryan lead
the tour in tandem with Eric Wada, co-director of Ukwanshin Kabudan to
describe and explain the cultural aspects of taking care of the land practiced by both early Hawaiians and Shimanchu (people of the Ryukyuan
Islands). Both island peoples believed that because the land took care of
them by providing pure water, rich soil, and clean air, it was their responsibility to take care of the land by keeping it healthy and productive.
As Ryan explained the signiﬁcance of Ulupō Heiau and the construction eﬀort to build the largest heaiu on Oahu, Eric spoke about the similarities to the gusuku in Okinawa. Both ediﬁces had similar purpose and
symbolic of the cooperation to work together to build a strong foundation. As Eric explained it, it was this strong foundation built by our ances-

tors that allowed succeeding generations to grow and thrive. It is now the
responsibility of each generation to preserve and protect the environment
for the survival of each succeeding generation.
Mahalo nui loa and Ippē nifē dēbiru to Ryan and Eric for a stimulating
and meaningful excursion to learn about the importance of caring for the
`aina of our host islands and know that our ancestors in Uchinā shared
the same convictions.

Ginowan News

G

inowan Club officers for
2022 are Co-Presidents
Sandra Nishimoto and Joy
Schoonover; Alternating
Secretaries:
Charlene
Tamanaha and Ellen Higa;
Treasurer, Garrett Higa.
Time has rushed past
us this year but the annual picnic is on! Picnic date
is Sunday, August 14, 2022 at Ala Moana Beach Park, same annual site
near the canal. Azas Uchidomari and Kakazu are planning this event.
It’ll be our first in-personal activity in two years and all look forward to
reunions and games and recreation!
The Shinnen Enkai (New Year’s celebration) has been rescheduled to
February 26, 2023.
Ginowan Website: Wilma Ogimi and her committee have been actively
working on establishing a website for all members to access information.
Historical club information is one area. Members recently learned that
those who contributed $50.00 toward the “Pigs from the Sea” immediately after the War, received certificates acknowledging receipt. Anyone
who has or knows of one of these is asked to contribute information to
Wilma’s committee. The committee will be deciding on the form of the
site, name, etc. and further planning regarding this site.
Future major activities the Ginowan club will be involved in are the
Legacy Banquet on 7/24/22 and Okinawan Festival 9/3/22–9/4/22.

From left to right: Faye Yamaguchi, David Jones, Joan Oshiro, Pam Saito, Gov. David Ige,
Mimi Shiroma, Bob Shiroma, Pat Miyashiro. Missing from picture: Clarisse Kobashigawa.

Gaza Yonagusuku Doshi Kai

G

aza Yonagusuku Doshi Kai 2022 Shinnen Enkai was a drive by bento
pick up event that included a special favor, gift card prize drawings,
and a goodie bag for members 80 and over.
Special guests were David Jones, HUOA President, Clarisse
Kobashigawa, HUOA President-Elect, and Patrick Miyashiro, HUOA
Past President. Governor David Ige is a member of Gaza.

Carol loved & enjoyed traveling.
Photo taken at Churaumi during
2016 Taikai.

CYNTHIA GOYA ARNOLD

Congratulations Jonathan Chun
and Sandra Fukuda for being chosen Hui Alu’s Uchinanchu of the
Year 2021! You both deserve this
great honor. You have put in so
much of your time, energy, and
expertise to further the Okinawan
Culture here on Kauai. Thank you
both for your dedication and
commitment to Hui Alu and the
Okinawan community!
Keep up the superb work!!
David & Lee Anne Miyashiro (Hui
Alu’s 2020 UoY)
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Cynthia Goya Arnold’s family picture at the last in-person festival in
2019. Cynthia is also manager of
the Nishihara Softball team.

FRED SHINSATO

CHARLOTTE MUKAI

July 2019, the last Bon Dance
before COVID. We were lucky to
have the Shishimai perform at
intermission. Marion Kanemori,
Iwakuni Aiko Kai president, gave
me the haku lei I’m wearing.
Charlotte has always been a
willing volunteer at Gaza’s annual
Fourth of July picnics and skewering hotdogs for the Andadog
booth at the Okinawan Festival.
She was committee chair for
Decorations and Favors for the
Installation Banquet when Lynn
Miyahira (cousin Wayne's daughter) was about to become HUOA
president. Last year Charlotte
helped sew azuma bukuro lunch
bags for our Shinnen Enkai lunch
bentos and recently helped to put
together Gaza's poster board for
HUOA's 70th anniversary.

Uchinanchu

Fred volunteered as Santa many
years for HUOA craft fair. Picture
with Mark Higa, Past President.
Fred with relatives and Osato
clan at 100 years celebration of
Osato club in Okinawa on Oct
2009. Fred made a speech to
inform audience that Nansoku
Shinsato and Mr. Taira established
the Osato Doshi Kai in Hawaii 100
years ago. Nansoku is Fred grandfather’s brother and both came to
Hawaii early 1900.

JANICE OHISA

Remembering and Honoring the
dreams of Isseis Saburo and Uta
Agena by developing Pride and
interest in our future Shisa performing Aza Gushikawa Gosei
(5th generation) member.

JONATHAN CHUN AND SANDRA FUKUDA

Agena and his family

CAROL KOHAGURA

CARLY NAMIHIRA
TAESUN & EILEEN KIM

Delwayne is an Advisor for the
Haebaru Club, and is also actively
involved with the Hawaiian,
Okinawan, and Japanese clubs in
Las Vegas. He is a 3rd generation
Haebaru Club member and is very
much interested in preserving the
Okinawan culture. Even living in
Las Vegas, he has freely donated
his time to HUOA, the Haebaru
Club, and other Hawaii Okinawan
clubs offering to help set up their
club website. He is always there
at the monthly virtual meetings
despite being 12:00 midnight or
1:00 a.m. Vegas time. Thank you,
Delwayne, for all you have done
to keep the Haebaru Club going
and for sharing your technical talents with all of us!

Congratulations Taesun & Eileen!
They are always one of the first
to offer to volunteer and one
of the last ones to leave. After
years of talking about having a
banner for our club... they went
out of their way and got one
made themselves. They happily
displayed it as a backdrop to our
2020 Shinnenkai at the Wahiawa
Soto Mission. We hope to use
that sign for many years to come.

CHRISTOPHER AGENA

With always a kind word and a
smile, Lynette Shiroma embody
all that is Maui Okinawa Kenjin
Kai’s 2021 Uchinanchu of the Year.
Thank you Lynette for your many
years of hard work in perpetuating the Okinawan culture and
educating the younger generations. Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai
is lucky to have such a generous
and dedicated member like you.
Congratulations!

Carly Namihira at Naha airport
with many friends from Okinawa
as part of the Hawaii Okinawa
Student Exchange in 2010.
University of North Dakota
Graduation Fall 2014.

SABURO AND UTA AGENA

LYNETTE SHIROMA

Oroku Azajin congratulates
Beverly Taira as HUOA's UOY –
She has been a wonderful, kind,
thoughtful and generous friend
to many of us over these many
years. She has helped to mentor
our new leaders and is always a
phone call or text away, any time
of the day or night to discuss any
last minute needs. Even if we do
not share the same last name or
yago, we always feel like family.

DELWAYNE ARAKAKI

BEVERLY TAIRA

2021 Uchinanchu of the Year Honorees
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Congratulations Janice from your
Yomitan Club officers and members. We are so happy and honored to have you as a member of
our Club and have appreciated
your years of service and enthusiasm in all our activities. Your sister
Roxanne said she could not volunteer as Treasurer without your support. Because of you, your Teruya
family rejoined Yomitan Club and
continues to be involved in our
activities. We are truly grateful and
proud to have you, Janice Ohisa,
as our Uchinanchu of the Year!
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2023 Hui O Laulima Cultural
Grant Applications

H

ui O Laulima is pleased to announce that applications for the
2023 Cultural Grant are being accepted. Grants and scholarships
have been awarded by HOL since 1984 and total about $214,000. Hui O
Laulima is a womenʻs organization promoting the Okinawan culture and
true to its spirit of “giving a helping hand,” has continued to perpetuate
and preserve its culture by awarding grants to individuals and groups
who share the same desire.
A few of the criteria for selection include:

• Interest in the study, perpetuation and promotion, including 		
goodwill projects of Okinawan culture (music, dance, art, or 		
other forms of artistic expressions), language and history

• Leadership ability

• Community service
• Financial need

• Overall potential for success
• Clarity of goal(s)

• Two letters of recommendation from individuals other
than relatives
All prospective grant projects/activities should take place from January
through December, 2023. Deadline for submission is July 31, 2022.
The 2023 Cultural Grant application contains the complete list of the
criteria for selection. Please direct inquiries and/or requests for application to Karen Fuse, Committee Chairperson, at kcfuse@hawaii.rr.com
or (808) 735-4523.

Hui Makaala 51st Annual Scholarship
Luncheon Fashion Show and
Celebration of 75 Year Anniversary
SUNDAY AUGUST 7, 2022
HILTON HAWAIIAN VILLAGE,
CORAL BALLROOM
9am–2:30pm

H

ui Makaala was chartered back in 1946
with Dr. Yoshio Yamashiro being elected
the first President. Hui Makaala means ever alert,
vigilant and watchful and so for the past 75 years Hui Makaala has done
just that with its mission by perpetuating and sharing the Okinawan culture and the Uchinaanchu spirit with the Hawaii community. Through its
75 years, Hui Makaala has awarded scholarships to hundreds of students
who are interested in Okinawan culture and seeking higher education.
The major fundraising event is the annual Hui Makaala Fashion Show,
and this year is our 51st show! We have staged designers from Okinawa,
US Mainland, as well as locally. We are featuring, SOHO FASHIONS,
locally owned by Annie Park who has been in women's apparel and accessories for over 30 years. Ms. Park travels to U.S. Mainland, Korea and
Europe to bring the latest designs to her boutique. We are also featuring
MAJUN OKINAWA, “Kariyushi” fashion from Okinawa, which is bright
and vibrant Hawaiian inspired Aloha wear. Kariyushi wear has grown in
popularity over the years in Okinawa as both casual attire that can work
perfectly in relaxed settings as well as a business casual option. Majun
Okinawa features a wide selection of apparel for men, women and children, including resort-wedding attire. Our 3rd designer is ALLISON IZU.
Allison lzu Song is the owner/designer of ALLISON IZU, a clothing company that designs “elevated basics for the modern petite woman.” Allison's
mission has been “to design clothing that inspires beauty and confidence
in all women.” Allison has participated and supported Hui Makaala in the
past and we welcome her back to our show.
“NOSTALGIA” defined as a sentimental longing or wistful affection for
the past, typically for a period or place with happy personal association, is
the theme of this year's show! Hui Makaala has 75 years of happy memories, and will continue to go forward by helping students with scholarships, having wonderful fashion shows and perpetuating the Okinawan
culture.
To celebrate the Anniversary, we are creating a commemorative booklet. If anyone has historical or memorable photos from Hui Makaala's pest
events, especially prior to year 2000, please send them to Karen Kuba-Hori,
at kuba235124@gmail.com. Please tag the subject as “Hui Makaala.” We
hope to make this year's fashion show fun and enjoyable for everyone and
request our guests to dress up by wearing hats if they wish.
Please SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, August 7, 2022

Hui Okinawa News
By Robert Kaneshiro, President

Y

ii Sougwachi Deebiru. Happy New Year! Here we are, well into 2022
and I hope all is well and every-one had a nice holiday season. As
we’ve passed the COVID Omicron variant surge, things appear to be
returning back to normal. Plans are underway to restart the Children’s
Day Camp scheduled for June 5–10. Thanks to the hard work of Camp
Director Dwayne Miyashiro and his hardworking volunteers, we’ve been
able to continue this program. However, we’re always looking for more
volunteers, so please reach out to us if you’re able to help.
It’s been a while since we’ve had a club picnic so we’ll be working to
plan one for August. Being an even year, we normally would be planning
for the Haarii Boat races. However, the last races were held in 2016 and we
don’t have the resources as we did back then so we’d like our members to
come together for a picnic and hopefully get the boats into the water for
some fun. If that stirs up enough support, we can then plan for Haarii boat
races in 2024.
The Nago City Planning Department has reached out to the County
of Hawaii asking for support to restart the Nago Study Abroad program.
They are planning to once again bring 12 junior high school students to
Hilo from August 19 to 29. Hui Okinawa is responsible for finding homestay host families for the two week-ends. We need help finding at least 6
families, prefer-ably those with children between 12 and 15, to host students. Hui Okinawa will also be hosting a welcome dinner so if anyone is
interested, please contact me at 808-896-8177.
As I continue into my 3rd year as president of Hui Okinawa, I look forward to seeing everyone again, and work to-wards preserving, promoting
and perpetuating the Okinawan culture. Ippee Nifee Deebiru.
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50th Annual Hawaii Okinawan Invitational
Golf Tournament
Saturday, May 28, 2022 and Sunday, May 29, 2022
Pali Municipal Golf Course
Sponsored by Hawaii United Okinawa Association

ELIGIBILITY:
Open to all members and guests of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association and affiliated Okinawan clubs.
FLIGHTS:
CHAMPIONSHIP
A“A”
“B”
Women
Seniors (65 & over)
Super Seniors (75+)

0-9
10-19
20-30
0-38
0-30
0-30

36 holes
36 holes
36 holes
36 holes
36 holes
18 Holes

One low gross, all others net
Low Net
Low Net
Low Net
Low Net
Sunday Low Net Sunday

NOTE:
Championship Flight golfer with the lowest 36-hole gross total will be declared the Tournament Champion. In case of a tie,
the winner will be determined by sudden death play off. For net scores, ties will be decided by matching cards or by other
methods as determined by the Tournament Committee.

AWARDS & BANQUET:

Prizes and awards to be presented on May 29, 2022 at Jikoen Temple, 1731 North School Street, with
cocktails starting at 5:30pm and dinner at 6pm.
50th	
  Annual	
  Hawaii	
  Okinawan	
  Invitational	
  Golf	
  Tournament	
  
ENTRY	
  FORM	
  

Complete	
  and	
  mail	
  this	
  form	
  so	
  we	
  receive	
  your	
  entry	
  no	
  later	
  than	
  May	
  13,	
  2022.	
  	
  Entry	
  fees	
  must	
  
accompany	
  this	
  form	
  or	
  it	
  will	
  be	
  rejected.	
  The	
  Tournament	
  Committee	
  reserves	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  verify	
  and	
  
adjust	
  handicaps	
  and	
  to	
  accept	
  or	
  reject	
  entries.	
  	
  Please	
  print	
  all	
  information.	
  	
  Mahalo.	
  
Name:	
  	
  	
  

Email:	
  	
  

Phone:	
  	
  	
  

Address:	
  	
  	
  

Handicap	
  as	
  of	
  5/1/22	
  

City/State/Zip:	
  	
  	
  

OR	
  are	
  you	
  a	
  Guest	
  	
  	
  

Your	
  HUOA	
  Club:	
  	
  	
  

Golf	
  Club	
  Affiliation:	
  

DO	
  YOU	
  INTEND	
  TO	
  PLAY	
  IN	
  THE*:	
  
	
  Senior	
  Flight?	
  
Yes_____	
  	
  No_____	
  	
  Age_____	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  OR	
  
	
  	
  	
  Super	
  Senior	
  (75+);	
  Sunday	
  Only?	
  
Yes_____	
  	
  No_____	
  	
  Age_____	
  
*If	
  you	
  do	
  NOT	
  intend	
  to	
  play	
  in	
  the	
  Senior/Super	
  Senior	
  Flight,	
  we	
  will	
  place	
  you	
  in	
  a	
  flight	
  based	
  on
your	
  handicap	
  listed	
  below.

**TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ADJUST HANDICAP**

GROUP	
  REQUEST	
  
Player	
  #1:	
  

Enter	
  
Indicate	
  HUOA	
  Club	
  
Handicap:	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Name	
  or	
  if	
  Guest	
  
___________	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  _________________________	
  

Player	
  #3:	
  	
  

___________	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  _________________________	
  

Player	
  #2:	
  	
  

___________	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  _________________________	
  

Player	
  #4:	
  	
  

___________	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  _________________________	
  

Entry	
  Fee – $150	
  

Super	
  Seniors	
  Entry	
  Fee	
  –	
  $75	
  
Add’l	
  Banquet	
  Tickets	
  

	
  $20	
  each	
  (	
  	
  	
  	
  

tickets)	
  	
  	
  

Total	
  Amount	
  Enclosed	
  (checks	
  payable	
  to	
  HUOA)	
  

Mahalo!	
  Ippee	
  Nifee	
  Deebiru!	
  

MAIL	
  ENTRY
ENTRY	
  FFORM
ORM	
  	
  
MAIL
BY MAY 13, 2022:

HUOA
– Golf
HUOA-Golf	
  
	
  
94-587	
  
Ukee	
  SStreet
treet	
  
94-587 Ukee
Waipahu, HI 96797

ENTRY FEE:

$150.00 includes green fees,
cart fees, City and County of
Honolulu user fees and
awards banquet. Additional
banquet tickets are available
at $20.00 each.
Super Seniors: $75.00 green
fees & cart fees, Sunday User
fees & awards banquet.
STARTING TIMES:

Starting times for all flights
will be from 6:30am to
9:00am. Tee times will be
posted at the Starter’s Booth
at Pali Municipal Golf Course.
All participants will be
grouped according to flights:
Seniors, Women, “A”,
Championship, and “B”.
Subject to any applicable COVID-19
government mandates in place at
the time of the tournament.

ENTRY DEADLINE:
First 120 players or May 13,
2022, whichever comes first.
FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL:
• NEAL TAKARA 291-9672 or
• HUOA 676-5400
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ALOHA!

I am Sylvia Luke, and I am running for Lieutenant Governor.
My family moved to Hawai‘i from South Korea when I was a child. As with so
many who have made similar journeys, I grew to love it here. I love our mix of
cultures and the pride we each feel in our heritage. I also appreciate that in
Hawai‘i, the values of collaboration and caring still define how we treat each
other.
I benefited from that as a new immigrant. My homeroom teacher made extra
time after school every day to teach me to speak English, and I was able to attend
the University of Hawai‘i because of scholarships created to provide educational
opportunities to students, regardless of background or circumstance.
As a state lawmaker, I have been privileged to hear directly from the residents
of Hawai‘i about how government can improve their lives and the lives of their
children and grandchildren. I have worked with colleagues to create policies
that improve equity in education and address our pressing need for affordable
housing. As Lieutenant Governor, I will work in partnership with the Governor
and the Legislature to put those policies into action. I know that by practicing our
common values of collaboration and caring, we can ease these stresses.
I appreciate all that the Hawai‘i United Okinawa
Association does to perpetuate the Okinawan
culture in our islands. Your 2022 theme,
chuishiijii, captures the spirit of our times
perfectly. Let us reach new heights together!

 SylviaLukeforHawaii   sylvialukehawaii  � sylvialukeforlg.com
Paid for by Friends of Sylvia Luke PO BOX 2804 Honolulu HI 96803
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Kucho Girl By Allison Yanagi

A

s the practitioner and teacher of classical Ryukyu performing arts, I
find it very easy to stay in my “comfort zone,” and the older I get, I
find it harder to motivate myself to tackle new challenges, especially technology. I can honestly say that I now understand why my parents’ VCR
machine always blinked 12:00AM every time the electricity cut out. I no
longer have the drive to play with technology and new devices the way I
used to when I was younger. I’m finally in the position where I’m asking
myself, “How do my kids find this stuff on YouTube? How do they know
how to work their iPads?”
The COVID pandemic gave me even more reason to hovel in my
“comfort zone.” Of course, I missed eating out and interacting with friends
and family. But now, I stayed home and watched TV and caught up on my
reading – all the things I did not do before because I was so busy going
from work to lesson to school event to performance and everything in
between which included family. But, the sudden stop that COVID caused
also gave me the opportunity to realize how my busy life was putting me
in overdrive, and I got caught up in a routine that was exhausting and
dizzying at times.
While COVID was by no means a good thing, the calm that COVID
offered to me was a blessing that allowed me to take on new projects that I
would have never considered. Plus, being forced to stay indoors also forced
me to consider how technology (yuck) could allow me to do new things
(yuck again). This time, however, the two “yucks” turned into a “yay.”
Like most performing arts studios, I had to become creative about
reaching out to my students and providing them with virtual lessons.
Tools like FaceTime and text messaging became life-lines, but even these
tools have limitations. The time delay in FaceTime and Zoom didn’t allow
me and my students to sing together, and I missed the “high” that I get
when teaching and connecting with people in person. While technology
was helpful somewhat, I still felt very limited and cut off from others.
Then, my mom suggested that I send a video of myself playing kucho
to my family for Obon. Well, how would I do that? I knew that sending a
video on email wouldn’t work, but that was the extent of my techie reach.
My daughter, who wants to be a YouTuber, started her channel earlier that
same year, and my husband and I excitedly watched as her viewership
and subscribers grew. I was especially impressed with her dexterity over
technology. She made it look so easy, and she did everything on her own,
with useful guidance from a friend who has a popular channel. So, I
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decided that I would stick something on YouTube and see how it goes.
My daughter basically taught me how to start my account and set up
my channel. My first video was very simple, and I recorded the video on
my 5-year-old iPhone. Although this was very low-tech in general, this
was hi-tech for me! I uploaded my first video, and friends and family
encouraged me with positive comments and a few likes. Then I started to
experiment with non-Okinawan songs, just to see what it would sound like
and what kind of reaction I would get. I continued to upload videos every
couple of weeks or so.
Then, I got serious about it.
I bought some shoji screens so that my background looked good, and
I was no longer showing my gold wallpaper from the 70’s. I started to
demonstrate songs and techniques on the kucho so that there would be an
educational element to it.
Then, my student requested songs so that she could practice with the
videos.
This request really sparked my creativity. I realized that my channel
was not only a means to introduce the kucho to a wider audience, but by
uploading videos, I could also create an archive of songs and stories and
information.
COVID made us all realize how disconnected we can become when
we are forced to stop social gatherings and parties. But, this also made
me realize how much our community is losing cultural knowledge. Not
just because of COVID, but also because it’s more and more difficult for
knowledge to be passed from generation to generation. I’m talking about
things that I used to take for granted, like language, personal stories, and
lifestyle.
Growing up, my grandparents spoke very little English. I used to
wonder what it would be like to have grandparents that could speak the
same language as me, like the same songs as me, tell me stories about their
life without someone to translate. Now, I look at my kids and they easily
speak with their grandparents, but they will never understand the cultural
time-slip that I would experience every time I visited my grandparents’
home. That experience really informed the cultural identity that I have
today. I kind of feel like my kids might be missing out on something
important that I can’t give them. Something that my grandparents gave
me, but because of my youth, I took it for granted and can only appreciate
it now when they are gone and I have no means of re-creating it for my
children.
So I would like to offer my Kucho Girl channel on YouTube as a result
of a combination of multiple objectives:
• To create an archive of classical Ryukyu music and traditional 		
Okinawan music.
• To create a library of music with English explanations and 		
translations because fewer people in Hawaiʻi are able to translate
the Japanese and Okinawan texts in the same way that our 1st and
2nd generation teachers could
• To utilize technology in a way that will allow us to capture our
current knowledge for future generations
• To start a conversation about Okinawan/Ryukyu music, poetry and
culture that is not bound by geographical limitations or time zones
And most importantly,
• To do something with my daughter that I thought that I would never
have thought to do before.

Mensore Akihiro Kitani

A

Bonnie Miyashiro, Jon Itomura,
Akihiro Kitani, and Caro Higa

kihiro Kitani visited the Hawaii Okinawa Center between March 9
and 11, 2022. Akihiro is a doctoral student and a Researcher at the
Amami-Okinawa-Ryukyu Research Center at the Graduate School of
Global Studies, Doshisha University in Kyoto who is majoring in modern
and contemporary history of Okinawa. His research has a focus on the
experiences of people who came to Hawaii from what is now Okinawa
City (formerly Goeku and Misato villages). He would like to get in touch
with people in these clubs: Okinawa City-Goeku Son, Awase Doshi Kai,
Aza Yogi Doshi Kai, and Bito Doshi Kai.
Please contact him at akihiro.kitani@gmail.com
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Uta-Sanshin Master Kenton Odo
Presents “Wachimugukuru
Utati Katayabira: Sharing My
Heart Through Song”

“I WANT TO SHARE WITH PEOPLE why I fell in love with Okinawan

music and dance, show the depth and emotion behind these songs from
hundreds of years ago, and why the meaning behind these songs are beautiful and relevant, even today,” —Kenton Odo
The solo concert entitled “Wachimugukuru Utati Katayabira: Sharing
My Heart Through Song” was to be held in the summer of 2020, but was
postponed after the COVID-19 pandemic caused performing artists around
the world to shut down live performances. Now, with the planet reopening,
we can’t help but think about how Okinawans came out of the dark times
after World War II and were reunited with friends and family.
Master Kenton Odo invites you to celebrate Okinawan music in Hawai‘i
and gather for what will surely be filled with music, aloha and a lot of It’sgood-to-see-yous, Long-time-no-sees. It will be held on Saturday, July 9,
2022, at 2 p.m. at the Pearl City Cultural Center.
In the world of classical Ryukyuan performing arts, an artist’s solo
recital is a rite of passage when his mentor(s) express that a student has
achieved a level of mastership. Odo’s signature vocals and musicianship
express the powerful and poetic Afuso style passed down over 400 years.
“Wachimugukuru Utati Katayabira” is a story of a local boy’s soulful
journey and his love for classical Okinawan music. The concert will feature
an ensemble of master musicians and dancers from Hawai’i and abroad.
Another special treat includes a performance by the Odo Family.
Odo hopes people in Hawai’i will gain a deeper appreciation for koten
ongaku (classical music) as they learn the meaning of the songs and
his personal reflections on what they mean to him. These centuries-old
poems and melodies have a profound influence on Odo’s life journey and
connection to his Okinawan roots. Odo promises his performance will be
a new experience through “edutainment,” which will both educate and
entertain the audience.
Born and raised in Hawai‘i, Odo is of Japanese and Okinawan descent.
For 30 years, he has been training under National Living Treasure of Japan,
Grand Master Choichi Terukina of Okinawa, and Master Grant Murata
of Hawai‘i. He received his Saikosho (top-level certification exam) for
classical uta-sanshin in 2007 placing first. He, along with June Nakama and
Calvin Nakama, was the first foreigner to pass Saikosho for classical utasanshin. Odo was awarded his Shihan (masters) certificate for uta-sanshin
in 2010 and Shihan certificate for kuucho (Okinawan fiddle) in 2020.

Ticket information:

$50 General Admission only, no assigned seating. Includes all credit 		
card/online fees.
• Purchase online: afusochoichikaiusa.com. Previously purchased tickets
are still valid
• Event organizers reserve the right to impose COVID-19 safety
protocols as they see fit.
•
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Wachimugukuru Utati Katayabira
Sharing My Heart Through Song
S o l o C o n c e r t b y Ke n t o n O d o
Supported by: Pearl City High School Music Learning Center
Presented by: Ryukyu Koten Afuso Ryu Ongaku Kenkyuu Choichi Kai USA
Hawaii Chapter

Tickets:

www.afusochoichikaiusa.com

Pearl City Cultural Center

Saturday | July 9, 2022
2:00pm
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Important notes for our May-June calendar entries:
• All events are subject to change.

• All 2022 EC and BOD meetings will be conducted on hybrid mode on
Zoom video conference and in-person simultaneously until further notice.

May 2022
2		
11		
18		
25		
30		

31~

Okinawan Festival Core meeting, Chaya, 7pm
HUOA Executive Council meeting, Chaya, 7pm
HUOA Board of Directors mtg, 7pm
Okinawan Festival General meeting, Legacy I, Hybrid 7pm
Children’s Cultural Day Camp set-up, HOC
Children’s Cultural Day Camp, HOC

June 2022
~1–3
6		
8		
16		
17		
21		
22		

Children’s Cultural Day Camp, HOC
Okinawan Festival Core meeting, Chaya 7pm
Executive Council meeting, Chaya, 7pm
Senior Fair set-up, HOC
Senior Fair, HOC
Okinawan Festival General meeting, Legacy I, Hybrid 7pm
Irei no Hi (TBD)

Classes • Other Meetings at Hawaii Okinawa Center:
HUOA Sanshin: every Thursday, 7pm*
Ichi Go Ichi E: 1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7pm*
Ikebana: 2nd Tuesday, 7pm*
HUOA Karaoke: 3rd Thursday, 10 am to 2 pm
Monday Crafters: every Monday, 9 am*

Okinawan Genealogical Society mtg: 3rd Saturday, 9 am*
*For more information, please call 808-676-5400
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Our new episodes premiere on the first and third Saturday of the
month at 7 pm and repeat the following Thursdays at 5 pm on ‘Olelo
Community Media Channel NATV 53.
All ‘Olelo shows are concurrently streamed on the Internet at www.
olelo.org. Our latest shows are available on-demand on the ‘Olelo
website: select Tune In, then ‘OleloNet On Demand, then type in
“Okinawa” in the Search Archives box. The HUOA website huoa.org
also has links to the site.
May 7 Sat 7 pm and May 12 & 19 Thurs 5 pm - “Echoes of Uchina
De-ku in Hawaii” Part Three. This concert celebrated the 50th anniversary of the Mitsufumi Ryu Taiko Hozon Kai and was sponsored
by Hawaii Taiko Kai at the Hawaii Okinawa Center on April 14, 2019.
Almost 40 members of the Mitsufumi Ryu Taiko Hozon Kai from
Okinawa and 16 members of the Hawaii Taiko Kai participated in a
program that included dynamic taiko adaptations of classical and
folk Okinawan songs. Among the performers were Satoshi Higa,
a National Living Treasure in Taiko, Toru Yonaha, an accomplished
Okinawan musician and composer, and other instructors accomplished in dance and music.
May 21 Sat 7 pm and May 26 & June 2 Thurs 5 pm - Yuntaku Live!
Episode 44, Oroku Azajin Club, live-streamed on July 27, 2021. This
episode is co-hosted by George Bartels and Clarisse Kobashigawa.
Also appearing are fellow club members Dexter Teruya, Kenton Odo,
Gene Kaneshiro, and Howard Takara to provide historical education
and music for your enjoyment.
June 4 Sat 7 pm and June 9 & 16 Thurs 5 pm - Show 8 of the
Okinawan Festival held in September 2019 at the Hawaii Convention
Center. Featured in this show are Hui Okinawa Kobudo Taiko from
Hawaii island, Radio Okinawa’s Miuta Taisho Winner - Champu Ryu
Geino Dan from Okinawa, and then Azama Akemi Ryubu Kenkyojo
Hawaii Shibu and Nomura Ryu Dento Ongaku Kyokai Hawaii.
June 18 Sat 7 pm and June 23 Thurs 5 pm - Yuntaku Live! Episode
45, Hui O Laulima, live-streamed on August 10, 2021. Club members
discuss the various projects of the club, including community service
and Okinawan cultural exchange and education.
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