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CELEBRATING GOLD: FIFTY YEARS OF HEARTS .TOGETHER 
by Ken Kiyabu (Yagaji Doshi Kai) 
Co-chair, HUOA 50th Anniversary Celebration 

On September 22, over 800 Uchinanchu and 
Uchinanchu-at-heart gathered at the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center to celebrate the Hawaii United 
Okinawa Association's 50th anniversary. About 
t_hree weeks before the event, George Uyema of 
Chatan-Kadena Chojin Kai, co-chairman of the 
Banquet Committee, stated, "It does
n't look good; we have less than 300 
people signed up for the banquet," 
However, true to the Uchinanchu 
spirit and the yeoman work of the 
club presidents and their members, a 
capacity crowd of over 800 guests 
showed up for the exciting evening. 

cuisine, the brainchild of Dot Hoe of Gaza 
Yonagusuku Doshi Kai and Nishihara Chojin Kai. 
Dot helped A Catered Experience develop the menu 
and even taught the chef how to cook some of . 
the dishes, like rafute (shoyu pork), etc. There 
were many complements about the ono food. 
Give Dot Hoe a giant hand. 

There were many more people involved in mak0 

ing the banquet a success. Roy Kaneshiro of 

Doshi Kai was the scriptwriter, producer, director 
and coordinator who made this such a fantastic 
film. 

:rhere were numerous more volunteers who · 
helped to stage this enjoyable event ahd they all 
deserve our heartfelt appreciation. 

Besides the scrumptious Okinawan cuisine and 
the thought-provoking film, the entertainment by 
the Geidai and Ryudai students were the highlight 

of the evening. These young students 
who studied in Okinawa, the members 
of Young Okinawans of Hawaii and the 
young people in our sonjinkai are the 
future of the Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association and the Okinawan people 
in Hawai'i. 

In the process of producing the 
video of the past 50 years of the 
HUOA and its future, one glaring point 
stuck out: the HUOA Jacks data, pho
tos, oral history of members and doc
_uments for people wanting to do 
research on Okinawans in Hawai'i, 
much less for our children and future 
generations of Okinawans. Therefore, 

A well-planned program was in 
store for the members and guests: 
paranku to start the banquet, koto 
music during dinner, some speeches,
a fantastic video of 50 years of 
HUOA, and great entertainment by 
Hawai'i's geino (performing arts) 
groups and also the Hawaii students 
who had attended Geidai,the per
forming arts university, and the 
University of the Ryukyus (Ryudai). 

The 50th Anniversary banquet had 

I strongly recommend that the next 
administration set up a committee or 
task force to at least do .oral histories 

HUOA President jimmy Iha presents a plaque to 1957-58 VOA president Shinsuke Nakamine while 
other former presidents or their representatives look on. Choki Kanetake, who succeeded Nakamine as 
UOA's fifth president is seated to Nakamine's right. (Michael Young photo) of our elders who are rapidly vanish

ing. I urge the next leaders to approach the 
Young Okinawans of Hawaii and the former 
Geidai and Ryudai students to lead this project 

a couple of firsts: A zillion kudos go to entertain
ment chairman George Kaneshiro of Chatan-Kadena 
Chojin Kai for working so hard to get all of the 
geino groups to perform on the same stage on 
the same night, and in some cases, together. Over 
200 entertainers and helpers kept the audience · 
entertained. This was a first in Hawai'i. Another 
first for an HUOA function was to serve Okinawan 

Chatan-Kadena Chojin Kai, co-chair of the 50th 
Anniversary Committee, was the task master who 
kept all the committees moving along t-0 accom
plish the mission. 
Banquet committee co
chairs Pam Tamashiro of 
Hui Makaala and 
George Uyema pub
lished a beautiful and 
informative banquet 
booklet. 

The 50th Anniversary 
Video Committee, co
chaired by Cheryl 
Okuma-Sepe of 
Gushikawa Shijinkai and 
Lillian Takata of Nago 

· Club, produced a very 
informative and enter
taining video of the 50 
years of the HUOA and 

Koto students from Toyoko Toma Sensei's Ryukyu Sokyoku Koyokai perform at the 50th anniversary ban
quet. (Michael Young photo) 

of the future. Producing this film took many hours
of research, hunting and begging for materials. It 
also resulted in the discovery of valuable photo
graphs and articles. Lillian Takata spent many 
hours calling people for photos. George Kaneshiro 
did a lot of legwork and provided lots of history 
of UOA functions, and the HUOA Video 
Subcommittee under the direction of Lane 
lnamine of Chatan-Kadena Chojin Kai, ltoman 
Shijin Kai and Young Okinawans of Hawaii filmed 
a few of the interviews and also provided footage 
from past events. B9t Karleen Chinen of Bito 

and to involve other young members of HUOA's 
various sonjinkai to help them better understand 
their connection to their Okinawan heritage. 
These young people are highly intelligent, educat-
ed and, most important, their hearts are in the 
right place. They will make us proud to be , 
American and Uchinanchu. Think about it: the 
Nisei and Sansei generations have run the HUOA 
for 20 years. It's time to give the Yonsei and Gosei 
the opportunity to direct and manage the HUOA 
in the 21st Century and beyond. 
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UCHINANCHU
lppe nihei deebiru . . mahalo . . . 

Uchinanchu is our voice - the voice of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association, its mem

bers, and the "home" we all built together: the Hawaii Okinawa Center. By sharing information 

and experiences, Uchinanchu keeps us connected as a family, dedicated to preserving, sharing 

and perpetuating the Okinawan cultural heritage. 
HUOA received ·a total of$1,407.00 in contributions for Uchinanchu during the months of 

August and September. Every dollar donated - along with income from advertising - helps 

offset the cost of publishing Uchinanchu. HUOA sends a heartfelt ippe nihei deebiru to the fol

lowing donors, including one from Oregon, thr.ee from Maui and three from Kaua'i. Mahalo for 

keeping Uchinanchu alive and thriving. 

Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Maurice & Susan Ajifu 
Robert N. Arakawa 
Clarence Y. Asato 
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert T. Asato 
Maurice & Susan Ajifu 
Grace K. Gima 
Betsy S. Han 
Seitoku Hanashiro 
Shigeo & Yoshiko Higa 
In .Memory of Yoshimori Higa 
Kiyoko K. lge 
Wataru Isa 
Richard & Yuriko Kadekaru 
Nancy Kamemoto 
George Kamimura (Wailuku, Maui) 
Kimiko Kamiya 
In Memory of May T. Kaneshiro 
Mr. & Mrs. Eikichi Kaneshiro 
Seiso Kaneshiro (Lihue, Kaua'i) 
Jerry Kim 

Warren Kotani 
Robert S. Miyasato 
Robert Miyashiro (Pukalani, Maui) 
Cliff Y. Nohara 
Kaname Oshiro 
Marge Oshiro (Lihue, Kaua'i) 
Walter T. & Aiko K. Oshiro 
Charlotte C. Shimabukuro 
Donald T. Shimabukuro (Kahlilui, Maui) 
Yoshiwo Shimabukuro 
Toshi & Carol Shinozawa 
Rosei Shinsato 
Masumi Shoma (Beaverton, Oregon) 
Albert Taira 
Clarence Tamayori 
Nancy H. Toguchi 
Kenyu Tokuda 
Lillian Tokujo 
Peggy S. Uehar_a 
Stanley & Clara Uyechi 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Wang 
Gary & Paula Yakabu 
Chiyoko Yamashiro 

Mortimer & Kimiye Koide '(Lihue, Kaua'i) Mr. & Mrs George S. Zakimi. 

PLEASE KOKUA! 
Production costs for Uchinanchu' 
labeling expenses and postage.
expenses is greatly appreciated.

escalated due to increasesin circulation, 

contribution to help defray some of the

Uchinanchu
Uchinanchu is the newsletter ofthe Hawaii United Okinawa Association. Although subject to change, 

issues will be published bi-monthly. Volunteer writers are welcome. Send your name, address and tele

phone number to Uchinanchu Newsletter, Hawaii United Okinawa Association, 94-587 Ukee St., Waipahu, 

Hawaii 96797. 

E-mail articles to kchinen@lava.net 

Uchinanchu reserves the right to edit all material for clarity and accuracy. 

UCHINANCHU ADVERTISING RATES 

SIZE - • Half page 10-1/4" x 8" • 1/4 page 5" x 8" • 1/5 page 5" x 4" • 1/6 page 3-1/4" x 3" 

• 1/8 page 3-1/4" x 2" 

COST - Single issue 
•Half-$600 •1/4-$300 •1/5-$150 •1/6-$75 •1/8-$50 

Two issues 
•Half-$1,100 •1/4-$500 •1/5-$250 •1/6-$125 •1/8-$90 

Three issues 
• Half-$1,620 • 1/4-$810 • 1/5-$405 • 1/6-$200 • 1/8-$135 

Six issues 
• Half-$3,000 • 1/4-$1,500 • 1/5-$750 • 1/6-$375 • 1/8-$250 

Twelve issues 
• Half-$6,000 •.1/4-$3,000 • 1/5-$1,500 • 1/6-$750 • 1/8-$500 . 

Prices reflect camera ready ads. There will be a $25.00 minimum fee for production work. 

Please contact Karen Kuba-Hori at 676-5400 or 676-7811 (fax) for more information. 

President's Message 
by James Y. Iha (Chatan-Kadena Chojin Kai, Wahiawa Okinawa Kyo Yu Kai) 

2001 President, Hawaii United -Okinawa Association 

The opportunity to observe the planning, implementation and evaluation 

procedures for our Okinawan Festival from start to finish is a truly awesome 

organizational experience. It is an activ_ity that demonstrates devotion and 

dedicated commitment to the promotion, preservation and perpetuation of 

our Okinawan culture by Uchinanchu and Uchinanchu-at-heart. It is an amaz

ing display of unity that would be very difficult to duplicate by any other 

organization. We can all be very proud of this accomplishment. 

Success in an activity like the Festival does not just happen, it requires 

leadership skills and the . commitment of many volunteers. On behalf of the 

Hawaii United Okinawa Association (HUOA), I extend my highest commenda

tion to the 19th Okinawan Festival co-chairs Gladys Tokunaga-Asao, Keith 

Kaneshiro and George Tamashiro as well as the many subcommittee chairs 

and the thousands of volunteers who contributed diligently and harmonious

ly to the success of our Festival. 

Our Okinawan Festival is one of many activities held to meet the objec

tives of the HUOA. The intensive and well-coordinated planning that took 

place for the Festival occurs with all of our activities. Before I go any further, 

At the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii's annual membership dinner last 
month, HUOA President Jimmy Iha was asked to light a candle in memory 
of the people who lost their Jives in the September 11 terrorist attacks on 
the East Coast. Also asked to light a candle was Ruth Ono from the 
Urasenke Foundation, Hawaii Shibu. HUOA and the Hawaii Shibu are both 
celebrating their 50th anniversaries this year. (Photo courtesy ofjapanese 
Cultural Center of Hawaii) 

I extend HUOA's 
"thank you" to all 

of the conscien

tious members 
and supporters 

who came for
ward to assist us 

in activities such 

as our installa
tion banquet, 
Hawaii-Okinawa 

Student 
Exchange 
Program, 
Kariyushi, 
Summit confer
ence, Storytelling 
Festival, 
Children's Day 
Camp, 

Leadership Study Tour, parades, Spring Craft Fair, sports programs, cultural 

performances and the Autumn Dance Festival. 

We· still have a few more interesting activities before the close of our cal

endar year: the Winter Craft Fair and "An Evening in Waipio" craft fair. We'll 

end the year with mochi pounding to graciously greet the new year. Please 

come out and support us in our future activities. 

To celebrate our proud past and promising future, we held our 50th 

Anniversary Banquet at the Hawaii Okinawa Center on Sept. 22. 

Approximately 800 Uchinanchu and Uchinanchu-at-heart attended the cele

bration marking this HUOA milestone. The evening was well-orchestrated 

with an impressive formal program. Congratulatory messages were offered 

by Lieutenant Governor Mazie Hirano, Mayor Jeremy Harris, Consul General 

of Japan Minoru Shibuya, United Japanese Society of Hawaii President Claude 

Zukeran, and Akira Makiya, president of the Okinawa-Hawaii Kyokai from 

Okinawa. 
The presidents, officers and members of our 51 HUOA clubs were recog

nized for their part in perpetuating and promoting the Uchinanchu spirit and 

values in Hawai'i. Also honored with a Certificate of Appreciation were the 

HUOA's past presidents and a family representative of our deceased past 

presidents. The entertainment was provided by the various Okinawan per

forming arts schools and by the students who participated in the Okinawa 

Prefectural Government scholarship program. Our heartfelt thank you to the 
• t 

performing arts sensei, performers, student scholars and supporters for pro-

viding us with a very entertaining cultural program. 

The Uchinaa kwatchi (delicious Okinawan food) was well prepared with a 

"taste of Qkinawa." The 50th anniversary commemorative video presentation 

captured'the highlights .of HUOA past and present and left us with directions 

for a challenging yet promising future - a future that must be met with 

organizational changes as necessary and ever mindful of our-gratt,ful past. 

We must keep foremost in our endeavors the essence of our organization: 

the promotion, perpetuation and preservation of the Okinawan culture and 

values. Let us all move forward with the spirit of "Yui Nu Kukuru -

Uchinanchu Spirit with Hearts Together." 
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THIRD "PRESERVING ·OUR LEGACY" FUND DRIVE OFFAND RUNNING 
by Jon Itomura (Young Okinawans of Hawaii, Chatan-Kadena Chojin Kai) 
Chair, Fund Development Subcommittee 

For many fellow Americans and members of our Uchinanchu family, life as we knew 
it before September 11, 2001, will never be the same. While the September 11th 
t_ragedy has created many doubts and fears, the Hawaii United Okinawa Association 
(HUOA) stands as a-shining example of "Yui Nu Kukuru - Uchinanchu Spirit with 
Hearts Together" and what can be accomplished when individuals work together to 
overcome adversity. Our thoughts are with the families and frie•nds of those impacted 
by the events ,surrounding the nation's new challenge. 

Fifty years ago, the Hawaii United Okinawa Association set forth on its mission to 
perpetuate the Okinawan cultural heritage in Hawai'i. The efforts of countless volun
teers and the contributions of generous donors turned the dream of a home to honor 
the sacrifices and triumphs of our lssei generation into reality with the opening of the 
Hawaii Okinawa Center in Waipio 11 years ago in June of 1990. And three years ago, 
the HUOA launched its annual sustaining fund drive program, "Preserving Our Legacy" 
to ensure that_the Okinawan cultural heritage will live on for generations to come. 

Like so many cultural organizations, the HUOA faces a daunting challenge in ensur
ing that the efforts of past and present volunteers continue to benefit future genera
tions through our numerous cultural programs. In order to accomplish this feat, it is 
imperative that we continue to maintain the facilities that make up our Hawaii Okinawa 
Center: the Teruya Pavili_on, the Higa Building, and the Takakura and lssei gardens. 

HUOA volunteers stuff and sort appeal materials for the "Preserving Our Legacy" campaign. 

The Hawaii Okinawa Center has hosted many local and international cultural per
formances as well as the Au.tumn Dance Festival: community Storytelling Festival, 
cultural workshops and classes, the immenselypopular seasonal craft fairs, and the 
week-long Okinawan Cultural Camp for Kids . This year, with great enthusiasm and 
dedication, the HUOA celebrated the 50th anniversary of its establishment, and last 
year, the centennial of Okinawan immigration to Hawai'i. Many of the events and 
activities held as part of these celebrations would not have been possible without 
your participation in our "Preserving Our Legacy" family. 

We humbly request your continued assistance as a member of our "Preserving Our 
Legacy" family. Please encourage other family members and friends to join our 
"Preserving Our Legacy'' family. In the previous two fund drives, an average of 9 per
cent of those who received our request responded positively with generous donations 
which have enabled HUOA volunteers to continue the perpetuation and promotion of 

· Okinawan cultural programs for our community. We hope that this percentage increas
es with the continued success of the HUOA and its programs. 

Hui O Laulima -

OkinawanMixed Plate 
Generous Servings of Culture, Customs, and Cuisine

"Hawaii's Premier Okinawan Cookbook"

Available at HUOA's Winter Craft Fair

Novermber 24th and 25th 

at the Hui O Laulima booth in the Banquet Hall 
---- - ------ - - - -- ·----------.--- Clip and Mail --- - -- - .----- ---------------
Please send me ___ copies at $20.00 each ____ $ __ _ 
Priority Mail add $5.00 for each book ______ $ __ _ 
Total _________________ $ __ _ 

Name 
Telephone No. (with area code) ____________ _ 
Address ______________________ _ 
City ________ State ____ _ 
Make checks payable to: HUI O LAULIMA 
Mail orders to: Bobbi Kuba 

1188 Bishop St ., Suite 2908 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Books are also available 
at the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center, J ikoen Temple 
and Borders Bookstore. 

This year HUOA has prepared a-synopsis of its activities in a "Report to the 
Community" which was mailed to you . We plan to fol.low up on this next year
with our inaugural in-depth annual report. 

The Hawaii United Okinawa Association and our home, the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center, are symbols of the Uchinanchu community in Hawaii . Each individual 
effort, sacrifice and contribution represents the best of the Uchinanchu spirit. 
Please help foster this spirit and ensure that our mission to perpetuate and pro
mote Okinawan culture in Hawai'i is sustained well into the new millennium. 

lppei Nihwee Debiru - thank you very much - for your commitment to build
ing a stronger Okinawan community here in Hawai'i .

PRESERVING OUR LEGACY 

The following donations 
were received between 
August 1, 2001 and Octob.er 
12, 2001. 

SILVER ($500 to $999) 
In Memory of Taru & Kamado Arakaki 

CONTRIBUTOR ($100 to $249) 
Ginowan Shijin Kai 
George & Claudia Higa 
Tokujin & Edith Tamashiro 
Toshi & Carol Shinozawa 

SUPPORTER ($50 to $99) 
Chiyoko Ishiki 

lppe niwhee deebiru to the 
following individuals for 
their generous contribu
tions. Your support for the 
Hawaii Okinawa Center's 
"Preserving Our Legacy" 
campaign is greatly appreci
ated. Shizuko Shiroma, Sue Maynard & Sayo Kochi 

The Hawaii United Okinawa Association's 

Winter Craft Fair 
Saturday, November 24, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m._ 
Sunday,. November 25, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Hawaii Okinawa Center 
Waipio Gentry Business Park 

94-587 Ukee Street 
Telephone: 676-5400 

Ample parking with free bus shuttle service 

Donate a non-perishable food item to Hawaii Foodbank: 
Enter inside vendor area 15 minutes early 

Donate $5 to Hawaii Foodbank: 
Enter inside vendor area 30 minutes early 

Receive a free andagi with any donation to the Hawaii Foodbank 
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OUR CLUBS, OUR FUTURE 

KANEGUSUKU SONJIN KAI ... by Ed Kina 
lppe nihei deebiru to the 42 volunteers who worked in the pigs feet soup 

booth at the Okinawan Festival on Saturday, Sept. 1, during the morning 
(7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.) shift, although the 10 a.m. workers had to work until 
relief came after 1 :45 p.m. 

The family of Kanegusuku member Nancy Lee (six of them) and club 
secretary Henry Nagamine (representing me as president) attended the 
HUOA's 50th anniversary banquet at the Hawaii Okinawa Center on Sept. 22. 

Kanegusuku members will be called upon again to assist with whatever help 
is needed at the HUOA's Winter Craft Fair on Saturday, Nov. 24. The craft fair 
runs on Nov. 25 as well. 

Don't forget: Kanegusuku Sonjin Kai's 76th shinnen enkai will be held on 
Sunday, Feb. 10, 2002, at Victoria Inn's 2nd floor banquet room. 

HUI OKINAWA ... by Amy Shiroma 
_ Noticing a lack of books on Okinawan culture at the Hilo Public Library, Hui 

Okinawa's Cultural Committee recently purchased five books and donated 
them to the library. Hui Okinawa vice president Clifford Kaneshiro presented 
the books to librarian Wilma Matsumura. The five books are: "Folk-Tales of 
Okinawa - Children's Stories" (English/Japanese language), "Shurijo lro lro 
Chishiki - Casties of Okinawa" 0apanese), "Shirijo Handbooks - Famous 
Landmarks" 0apanese), "Cultural Properties of Okinawa Ill - Famous 
Landmarks" (English/Japanese), and "Cultural Properties of Okinawa IV -
Famous Landmarks" (English/Japanese). 

The publications are now available in the Hilo Public Library, which plans to 
place a book plate that reads, "Donated by Hui Okinawa," in each book. 
Depending on the interest and demand for the books, the club may possibly 
purchase and donate more books. 

With a stirring roll of drums and the booming of the bass drum, the Taishoji 
Taiko group opened the entertainment portion of Hui Okinawa's annual 
Summer Festival on Saturday, Aug. 18, in the Honpa Hongwanji Sangha Hall. 
We were pleased to welcome HUOA President Jimmy Iha and President-elect 
Gladys Tokunaga-Asao.

The lively taiko performance was followed by the Waiakea Elementary 
ukulele class; hula by the Kaumana Seniors; Japanese exercise and line danc
ing; a medley of Okinawan songs, dances and sanshin with Grant Murata 
Sensei and twin sisters Marlene and Carolyn Shimamura of Honolulu; an excit
ing Lion Dance by three Hiloans; the Big Island Karaoke Club and. the Hilo 
.Okinawan Cultural Club. All of that great entertainment led up to the grand 
finale: Hui Okinawa's eisa, which continued until the closing of the festival at 
4p.m. 

Event chair Carolyn Oki said the festival was a great success, with the public 
enjoying the abundance of food, entertainment, crafts, genealogy workshop, 
etc. She thanked her committee for working so hard to make the festival a 
suc_cess and for extending the Uchinanchu hospitality to everyone. 

Serving on her committee were: Amy Miwa, festival secretary; Bernard 
Sagawa, concession; Dorothy Taira, andagi; Merle Tomori and Jan Nakahara, 
general .store; Patti Taira-Tokuuke, crafters; Alben-Namihira, scrip and finance;

ORION BEER 

ORION 
From OKINAWA 
Using Pure Okinawan Water give_s 
Orion a Unique and Remarkably 
Refreshing Taste. 

Experience a Taste of Okinawa! 

Now available in Restaurants and 
Markets in Hawai'i . 

NEW! 

Distributed by THE CHERRY CO., LTD. 
Honolulu, HI ·(808) 537-5245 

Kathy Okunami, entertainment; Wilbert Shimabukuro, produce; Edwin 
Hara and Kent Inouye, refreshments; Alma Yogi, poster; Thomas Ortogero, 
set-up/clean-up; Conrad Hokama, photography; Clifford Kaneshiro, T-shirts; 
Milton Yafuso, audio; Bruce Shioji, parking; and Amy Shiroma, publicity. 

HUI O LAULIMA ... by Bobbi Kuba, Gerri Maeda and Yvonne Kearns 
Sydney, Australia; Poway,California; Wilson Creek, Washington; 

Albuquerque, New Mexico; River Forest, Illinois; Cincinnati, Ohio; 
Warrensburg, Missouri; Cambridge, Massachusetts; Groton, Connecticut; 
Powder Springs, Georgia; Asheboro, North Carolina; Fort Walton, Florida; 
Lanai City and Kealakekua, Hawaii - just a few of the many places, near 

and far, requesting mail order copies of Hui O Laulima's "Okinawan Mixed 
Plate: Generous Servings of Culture, Customs and Cuisine." 

To date, over 6,800 books have been sold through members and friends, 
at the Okinawan Festival and as fund-raisers for the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center and Jikoen Hongwanji Mission. Retail outlets include Borders book
stores at Ward Centre, Waikele and in Hilo, and Marukai stores. 

The books will be on sale at the HUOA Winter Craft Fair on Nov. 24 and 
25. For all Uchinanchu and Uchinanchu-at-heart, it would be a wonderful 
gift and addition to the libraries of friends and relatives who want to learn 
more about Okinawan history, culture and language as well as cookery. 

Applications are now being accepted for Hui O Laulima's Year 200_2 
Grants/Scholarships Program for the preservation, perpetuation, promo
tion and study of Okinawan culture. Cultural grants will be made to organ-
izations while scholarships will be awarded to individuals. Applicants must 
be Hawai'i residents. The application deadline is January 15, 2002. 
Awardees will be notified on February 28. Call Yvonne Kearns at 261-0197 
for applications for additional information. 

The Hawaii United Okinawa Association Presents 

Wednesday, December 5th 
5:30 to 9:00 p.m. 
Hawaii Okinawa Center 

94-587 Ukee St. 
Waipio Gentry Business Park 

Find that "One of a Kind" gift that you've 
been searching for. 

In addition to unique island crafts , there will be 
entertainment, great food, doorprizes and of ccourse, 

Santa and his helpers will be there. 

For more information contact 676-5400 
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SASHIKI CHINEN DOSHI KAI TEENS VISIT ·OKINAWA-
by Mel Gushiken, Hawaii Sashiki-Chinen Doshi Kai 

Six young Hawai'i descendants of immigrants 
from Sashiki Cho and Chinen Son had a chance 
to meet their relatives in Okinawa for the first 
time this past summer, thanks to the generosity 
and hospitality of the people of the two districts 
and the Hawaii Sashiki-Chinen Doshi Kai. The 
teens, who ranged in age frotn 13 to 17, stayed 
with families in Sashiki and Chinen. During their 
12-day visit, they were introduced to Okinawan 
culture as well as the history of Sashiki Cho and 
Chinen Son. They visited with the mayors of the 
two districts, took in historic sites in Sashiki Cho' 
and Chinen Son, performed in a mini concert at 
Sugar Hall, toured northern and southern 
Okinawa, and even camped overnight on Kudaka 
Island, located just off Chinen Village. 

The students said they enjoyed meeting new 
people, seeing new and different places, learning 
about their culture, and meeting their Okinawan 
relatives. (Short essays by two of the students fol

lows this item.) 
The student travelers were: Calli Chinen, daugh

ter of Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Chinen; Jennifer Gima, 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. _Preston Gima; Jason 
Nagamine, son·of Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Nagamine; 
Barry Nakamoto, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jared 
Nakamoto; Jeri Shimazu, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Clayton Shimazu; and Amy Ueunten, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Ueunten of Kaua'i. 

This year marks the 10th anniversary of the stu
dent exchange program between Hawaii Sashiki
Chinen Doshi Kai .and the Sashiki Cho _Department 
of Education. That milestone was celebrated this 
month with a visit to Sashiki . Cho by members of 
Hawaii Sashiki-Chinen Doshi Kai, who have thus 
far hosted 20 students from Sashiki and Chinen. 
The program has led to a long-term relationship 
between the host families in Hawai'i and the stu-
dents from Okinawa. 

www.huoa.org 

H.S. OSHIRO INC. 
I I I \ ! I \ I 

HENRY S. OSHIRO 
939 McCULLY ST. • TELE: 949-5030 

HONOUJLU. • HAWAII 

TELE: (RES) 737-8796 • 737-0901 , CELL:864-5741 • FAX: 737-0216

DENNIS M. HOE 

939 McCully Street Ste. 2 
Honolulu, HI. 96826 

Telephone (808)943-8868 
Lie. # PC0079 

30 Years Experience 
"Locally Own" 

The Hawaii Sashiki-Chinen Doshi Kai teens and chaperones with their Sashiki Cho and Chinen Son hosts. (Photo courtesy of Mel Gushiken) 

Sugar Hall was beautiful.. .. 
Just the thought of traveling to a different 

country, a different lifestyle and culture is 
exciting enough. The first thing I noticed was 
the humidity. 

All airports look alike, but this one was 
different. The people, the roads, even the cars 
outside - I know this would be something I 
would remember forever. 

As for me, my trip was very educational and 
exciting. I saw many sights and tasted many 
flavors. Everywhere was air conditioned and I
got to shower by sitting down and then relax
ing in the hot and ice tub. I felt ·like Crayon 
Shinchan. 

Sugar Hall was beautiful and the parties 
were awesome. The sake tasted strong. The 
music was nice and the dancing is fun. I didn't 
really like the snakes. They were very scary. 
Especially the habu. 

Also, meeting my relatives was great 
because I got to go to a nice dinner and pray 
at all the houses. All in all this trip, I would go 
again. Everything is beautiful. 
- Jason Nagamine, age 17 

10% OFF 
on 

Complete Brake 
Service or 

Any Other Labor 
Service! 

Suspension & Brake Specialist 
Free Brake Inspection 

Call for appointment 

•. Wheel Alignment 
• Tires: Dunlop • Lee • and more 
• CV Boots 
• Performance Parts & Accessories 

Ph: 596-7732 Kenneth Tamashiro, President 
785 QUEEN STREET • HONOLULU, HI 96813 

. Once in a Lifetime . .. 
My trip to Okinawa was a once-in-a-lifetime 

thing to me. I felt that the trip was a really 
fun and educational. The trip was cool to try 
all the different foods and see all those places. 

Some place I went to was the Sugar Hall, 
which was really big and nice. The Shurijo cas
tle was really big. The history in it was cool, 
seeing all those picturesand paintings. The 
mausoleum was interesting and bigger than in 
the picture· in the tour book that we got when 
we first met. 1 really thought that the Ocean 
Park Expo was fun to see all those animals, 
but they didn't have to put me by the big fish. 
They could have put Jeri, but I'm not complain
ing about it. 

I think I'm not going to eat sushi for a 
while. We had that for about three days in a 
row. We also had a lot of sashimi, too. The 
Okinawa soba was really good, too. I enjoyed 
the different ice cream flavors. They were real
ly good. I really liked the melon soda. 

I feel that the trip was a great learning 
experience for me because going on an 
exchange program is a chance to meet with 
new people, see new places and try new foods 
while you're there 
- Amy Ueunten, age 13 

KANETAKE'S 
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WE SERVICE MOST BRANDS 

SALES AND SERVICE 
18 Kainehe Street, Kailua 

Monday - Friday 8:30 to 5:00 262-4389 
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KARII! . • • CONGRATULATIONS!! 

M 
aj. Keith Y. Tamashiro has been named commander of 1st Battalion, 
487th Field Artillery of the Hawaii Army National Guard. Tamashiro 
assumed his new command, headquartered at Schofield Barracks, earlier this 

year. He has been a member of the Hawaii Army National Guard since 1989. 
As battalion commander, Tamashiro is responsible for the training, administration 

and preparedness of nearly 400 soldiers who serve as in a variety of capacities. 
Tamashiro was born in Chicago, Ill., to Caroline (Arakaki) and the late Stanley 

Tamashiro. His father grew up in 
Wahiawa, Oahu; his mother in Keahua , 
Maui . Maj. Tamashiro earned his B.S. in 
business management from DePaul 
University in Chicago, where he was 
awarded his ROTC commission and was 
named Distinguished Military Graduate. 
Tamashiro served his active duty at 
Schofield Barracks from 1984 to 1988. In 
1990 he was selected Officer of the Year 
of 1st Battalion, 487th Field Artillery. 

In his civilian life, Tamashiro is supervisor of the First-to-Work Program in the state 
Depa_rtment of Human Services. Tamashiro is a member of Wahiawa Okinawa Kyo Yu 

· Kai. He credits his two uncles - Yoshiaki Kakazu, a Wahiawa Okinawa Kyo Yu Kai 
member, and Charles Arakaki of Maui, both veterans, for his success. 

H
ui Makaala held its scholarship banquet at the Ala Moana Hotel on Aug. 12. 
City Corporation Counsel and Hui Makaala member David Arakawa emceed the 
luncheon program, which_ was chaired by Janet Toma. Guest speaker 

optometrist Dr. Jon Ishihara encouraged the scholarship recipients to make a differ
ence in life. 

Several of the talented 2001 recipients showcased their cultural knowledge; a few 
were joined by their siblings. Year 2001 recipient Ryan Nakamatsu and his sister 
Nadine, a 1998 scholarship recipient, performed a sanshin rendition of the song, 
"Mensore." Kerensa lraha did a "power" karate demonstration, and Maryn Nakasone 
and sister Marisa played "Onna Bushi," on the sanshin and koto. 

Jolene Okaneku represented the Class of 2001 recipients in expressing their appre
ciation to Hui Makaala for the $2,000 per student scholarship award which supports 
their college education. She also thanked the Scholarship Selection Committee, 
chaired by 1983 Hui Makaala scholarship recipient Gary Nako, for the time they devot
ed to the selection process. Serving on the committee were Judy Nako, Ryari Okunaga,
Lisa Tobara and Jeanne Yamasato. 

The 2001 recipients are: 
Lauren Aoki, daughter of Neal and Charlyn (Chinna) Aoki. Lauren is a graduate of 

James Campbell High School where she graduated first in her class of 480. Last year 
she served as a student leader in the Hawai'i- Okinawa Student Exchange Program. 

Lauren hopes to earn her master's in business administration from Creighton 
University. 

Kari Furutani graduated from Mbanalua High School where she played the clar-. 
inet and bass clarinet and played in the band for four years. Kari is the daughter 
of Mark and Norene (Shimabukuro) Furutani and attends the U_niversity of Hawai'i 
at Manoa where she plans to major in elementary education. 

Alicia Higa, a Boston University freshman, plans to major in engineering. Alicia 
graduated from lolani School where she served as an officer in the Okinawan Club 
during her sophomore and senior years. She is the daughter of Spencer and Satsuki 
(Kaneshiro) Higa, both of whom are from Okinawa. 

Kerensa lraha graduated cum laude from lolani School with a 4.0-plus grade 
point average and-made the Headmaster's List throughout her high school years. 
At lolani, she was a member of the Hokuloa Singers since grade 8. Kerensa plans 
to major in business at the University of Pennsylvania. She is the daughter of 
Michael lraha and Jocelyn (Ikeda) Kaneshiro and stepdaughter of Gary Kaneshiro. 

Michelle Isa, daughter of Wesley and Janis (Doi) Isa, plans to major in journal
ism at the UH-Manoa. Michelle graduated with honors from Kailua High School, 
where she was active in the Japanese Club and hosted Japanese students from 
Tomita High School. 

Iris Nagamine, daughter of Shoji and Michiko Nagamine, is attending the_ UH
Manoa where she plans to pursue a care.er in medicine. The McKinley High School 
graduate excelled in English, math and Japanese and was a Sterling Scholar nomi
nee in the Science and General categories. She also received a National English 
Merit Award. 

Ryan Nakamatsu, son of Robert and Eglal Nakamatsu, graduated from Hawaii 
Baptist Academy with honors - that, in spite of his many Okinawan cultural 
activities. Ryan has studied Okinawan dance with Lynne Yoshiko Nakasone Sensei 
since elementary school and also studies sanshin with Grant Murata Sensei. Ryan 
is an Information and Computer Science student at the University of Hawai'i at 
Manoa . 

Maryn Nakasone, daughter of George and Jenny (Higuchi) Nakasone, graduated 
from Roosevelt High School, where she excelled in science and music. She is cur
rently attending the University of Hawai'i at Hilo. Maryn initially studied koto 
with Bonnie Miyashiro Sensei and most recently with Jane Kaneshiro Sensei. She 
has also studied sanshin with Katsumi Shinsato Sensei since 1998. In 1992, she _ 
performed in a Children's Festival in Okinawa. 

Jolene Okaneku, daughter of Jerome and Corrine (Sato) Okaneku, is attending 
the University of Pennsylvania where she plans to major in anthropology and pre
medicine. She graduated first in her class of 284 from Kaua'i High School. Jolene 
was one of five Sterling Scholar English finalists. She plans to pursue a career in 
medicine - the result of her family's experience with cancer. On Kaua'i, she 
career-shadowed several Wilcox Hospital medical professionals to affirm her 
career goal. 

Reid Okaneku, son of Rodney and Gail (Moriyama) Okaneku, is attending 
Chatman University in Orange County, Calif., where he plans to major in graphic 
design. The Assets School honor grad has been involved in Okinawan culture 
since he was 12, playing with the Ryukyu Kobudo Taiko - Hawaii Shibu. He has 
performed in numerous festivals with the group . 

Amy Tamashiro, daughter of Edmund and Kimiko (Arakaki), graduated from 
Baldwin High School on Maui. She is an elementary education major at the UH
Manoa. Amy is considering specializing in computer graphic arts . 

Amy Taniguchi, a graduate of lolani School, is the daughter of Elsie Yoshimura. 
Amy served as president of lolani's Okinawan Club for three years. She plans to 
major in education at the University of Hawai'i at Manoa and eventually earn her 
master's degree . She also hopes to join the UH Wahine softball team ·as a walk-on. 
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CAMP UCHINANCHU 
By Karen Kuba-Hori (Okinawa City-Goeku Son) 
Camp Director, Okinawan Cultural Day Camp for Kids 

It started as a peaceful Monday morn
ing at theHawaii Okinawa Center on 
June 15. You could hear the rustling of 
the leaves in the breeze and the playful 
splashing ofthe koi in the fishpond. 

The silence is broken at 8:30 a.m. 
when cars start filling the parking lot 
and 61 children enter the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center to participate in HUOA's 
sixth annual "Okinawan Cultural Day 
Camp for Kids." 

For one week, these campers were 
exposed to different aspects of 
Okinawan culture and heritage. On 
Monday, their schedule included 
Okinawan history with Jean Yamasato;· 
paranku drumming and drum-making
with Violet Ogawa Sensei and Frances 
Funakoshi; pottery-making with Warren Andrade; plantation games with 
Jane Takayesu; Yoshiko Yamauchi, Noreen Furutani and Deidere Higuchi; 
and crafts with Lynn Miyashiro, Jean Agena and Karen Kuba-Hori. Every 
minute of the day, the campers were kept busy playing, learning and expe
riencing olir Okinawan culture. Other classes throughout the week includ-
ed Okinawan cooking with Thelma Arakawa and Val Teruya, ikebana with 

JANUARY "HOMECOMING" CONCERT FOR JON NAKAMATSU 
by Karleen Chinen (Bito Doshi Kai) 

Last year, he gave us chicken skin and moved us to tears with his unforgettable 
rendition of "Bashofu," a song from his ancestral homeland - Okinawa.

On January 6 and 8, 2002, 10th Van Cliburn International Piano Competition 
Gold Medalist Jon Nakamatsu will return to the Blaisdell Concert Hall stage for 
two concerts with the Honolulu Symphony. He will perform Chopin's Piano 
Concerto #2. This will be Nakamatsu's second performance with the Honolulu 
Symphony. 

Last year, the 33-year-old Nakamatsu captured the hearts of Hawai'i's 
Uchinanchu community with a solo recital that was p_resented in conjunction·with 
the Okinawan Centennial Celebration. 

Jon Nakamatsu's September 2000 
recital as part of the Okinawan 
Centennial Celebration will air Dec. 

In June 1997, Nakamatsu became t e first 
American in 16 years to be named the Gold 
Medalist in the prestigious Van Cliburn Piano 
Competition, ·transforming the then-26-year-old 
high school German teacher into an internation- · 
ally acclaimed pianist virtually, overnight. 

Nakamatsu graduated from Stanford University 
with a bachelor's degree in German Studies and 
also earned his master's in education. 

He began studying piano with Marina 
Derryberry at the tender age of 6, and continues 
to study with her today, more than 20 years 
later. 

In 1998 Nakamatsu was named "Debut Artist 
of the Year" by National Public Radio's 
"Performance Today." He has three recordings, 
two of which are available on the harmonia 

· mun di label. 
12 at 7 p.m., on "Hawaii Okinawa 
Today" on Oceanic Channel 52. 

Nakamatsu has performed at Carnegie Hall in 
New York City, the John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts in Washington, D.C., in Boston, 

Chicago, Paris, London and Milan. His 1998-99 season was highlighted by a White 
House performance of "Rhapsody in Blue," hosted by President and Mrs. Clinton. 

Jon Nakamatsu's family roots in America began in Hawai'i, where his maternal 
and paternal grandparents were born to immigrants from Okinawa. His maternal 
grandmother, Chiyoko Maeda, is a member of Chatan-Kadena Chojin Kai and an 
active member of the Jikoen Hongwanji Mission. His parents, David and Karen 
Nakamatsu, were born in Hawaii. They settled in San Jose, where the gifted 
pianist was born and continues to reside. 

Tickets for the concerts (4 p.m. on Jan. 6, 7:30 p.m. on Jan. 8) are $15, $25, 
$30, $40 and $55, and are available at the Symphony Ticket Office at the Dole 
Cannery (phone 792-2000), Blaisdell Box Office and all Ticket Plus outlets. 

If "home" is a matter of heart, Jon Nakamatsu will definitely be "home" when 
he steps off the plane and breathes in the fragrant and familiar scents of the 
Islands. "It's (Hawai'i) one other place, I think, that I feel when I come here, it's 
like coming home even though I've never lived here, because so much of it is 
familiar to me," Nakamatsu told KJPN radio hosts lkuko Tomita and Mike Hayashi 
during an interview last year. "I feel that we all have our little part here, and I 
grew up with the attitudes that my parents had from Hawai'i. So it's always a 
pleasure to be here."
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Nobuko Kida Sensei, and singing with Marion Arakaki Sensei. 
When we asked the children what they enjoyed the most, the overwhelming 

response was the sleep-over at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. At night, the 
Ceriter takes on a different feel. It's 
quiet, -dark, and very cold. Campers 
enjoyed Okidogs (a chili/hotdog com
bined with shoyu pork and lettuce 
wrapped in a soft tortilla wrap), tons of 
popcorn, and gallons of hot chocolate. 
Their program included storytefling and 
a movie. 

And what was the second thing they 
enjoyed most? Well, it was a tie between 
fishing at Hawaii Plantation's Village, 
playing plantation games, shopping at 
the Camp's Plantation Store (campers 
earned "play" plantation dollars which 
they could use to purchase small gifts or 
snacks), and participating in Family Day. 

On our final day, campers were 
allowed to invite their parents and family 

members to observe and participate in "Family Day." Campers performed 
"Asatoya Yunta"· on paranku drums and showed off the many craft activities 
they had completed. It is amazing what the children learned in such a brief 

period. One of the more impressive displays was the children's ikebana 
arrangement placed in the raku vase they had made and glazed earlier in the 
week. 

After lunching with their children and eating purple potato ice cream (made 
that morning by the children and parents), parents were able to watch the 
children participate in traditional Okinawan-style picnic games. The kids raced 
using plantation toys, such as wooden stilts and getas, and played an 
Uchinaaguchi language matching game. The Day Camp closed with a video 
recap of the week's events - and many sad good-byes. 

HUOA President James Iha recapped the success of the Camp best. He 
believes the Camp serves as HUOA's commitment to perpetuate and preserve 
our Okinawan culture. Our success is the many Okinawan "seeds" we planted 
in the memories and hearts of our campers and their families. 

Mahalo to the 51 adult volunteers and six junior leaders that committed 
themselves towards the success of this program. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
Nov. 24 & 25: HUOA Winter Craft Fair @ HOC (Teruya Pavilion). "HAWAII OKINAWA TODAY" (HOT) SCHEDULE 
Nov. 27: 

Dec. 4: 

Dec. 8: 

Dec. 5: 

Dec. 11: 

Dec. 12: 

Dec. 15: 

Dec. 17: 

Karaoke Club. 6:30 p.m. @ HOC (Teruya Pavilion). 

HUOA Program Committee meeting. _7 p.m. 
@ HOC (Higa BuiWing). 

Young Okinawans of Hawaii 20th annual Seniors 
Luncheon. 

10 a.m.-1 :30 p.m. @ HOC (Teruya Pavilion). 
. I 

HUOA ''An Evening in Waipio" craft fair. 5:30-9 p.m. 
@ HOC (Teruya Pavilion). 

HUOA Executive Council meeting. 7 p.m. 
@ HOC (Teruya Pavilion). 

Flower arrangement class. 7 p.m. 
@ HOC (Higa Building). 

HUOA first membership mochi tsuki and 
Hawaii Blood Bank blood drive. 7:30 a.m.-1 :30 p.m. 
@HOC. 

HUOA Board of Directors meeting. 7 p.m. 
@ HOC (Teruya Pavilion). 1 

The following is the te_ntative program schedule for "Hawaii Okinawa Today" 
through December. "Hawaii Okinawa Today" is a production of the HUOA video 
subcommittee. Programs presently air Wednesday evenings from 7 to 8 p.m. on 
'Olelo: The Corporation for Community Television (Oceanic Cable channel 52). 

The latest schedule information for "Hawaii Okinawa Today" programs is 
· available on HUOA's website - www.huoa.org - or by tuning in to Keiko Ura's 

radio program on KZOO on Sundays from 4:30 to 5 p.m. 
For more information on the HUOA video subcommittee or "Hawaii · Okinawa 

Today" programs; call Henry lsara at 595-2773, or e-mail him at 
henryisara@hawaii.rr.com, or e-mail the video team at hot@huoa.org. 

Nov. 21: Repeat showing of Mini Tsunahiki1 held July 16, 2000, 
at Ala Moana Park. 

Dec. 18: Communication & Information Committee meeting. 

Nov. 28: Part 6 showing of the 18th annual Okinawan Festival (held Sept. 
2 & 3, .2000 at Kapiolani Park bandstand). 

7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Building). 

Dec. 19: Uchinaaguchi class. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Building). Dec. 5: Repeat showing of"Leilai:ii's Hibiscus" stage play (held July 14, 2000 
at Kumu Kahua Theater); also Choichi Terukina celebration dinner 
(held June 7, 2000 at Natsunoya Tea House). 

Dec. 24 & 25: Hawaii Okinawa Center closed for Christmas 
holidays . 

. Dec. 31, 
Jan. 1 & 2: 

Jan. 6 & 8: 

Jan. 9: 

Jan. 21: 

Jan. 26: 

Jan. 28: 

Hawaii Okinawa Center closed for New Year's 
holidays. 

Dec. 12: Premiere showing of ''An Evening with Jon Nakamatsu" piano recital 
(held Sept. 8, 2000 at Blaisdell Concert Hall)-. 

1997 Van Cliburn Piano Competition winner 
Jon Nakamatsu in concert with the Honolulu 
Symphony. Jan. 6, 4:00 p.m., Jan. 8, 7:30 p.m. 
@ the Blaisdell Concert Hall. 
Call 792-2000 for ticket information. 

Dec. 19: Premiete showing of"Shinasaki" - koto recital by the Jane Kaneshiro 
Sozan Kai (held April 19, 1998 at Leeward Community College 
Theatre); also, Kaneshiro Sensei's goodwill tour to Okinawa and 
mainlan1 Japan, June 10-24, 2001. 

Flower arrangement class. 7 p.m. 
@ HOC (Higa Building). 

Dec. 26: End of the year show with James lha, President, Hawaii United 
Okinawa Association, and other events. 

Hawaii Okinawa Center closed for 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday. 

Installation of HUOA's 2002 officers and recognition 
of 2001 Uchinanchu of the Year. 5 p.m. registration, 
6 p.m. dinner @ HOC (Teruya Pavilion). 

Administration Committee meeting. 7 p.m. 
@ HOC (Higa Building) 

ALL PROGRAMS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

· Featuring creative menus ranging from Hawaiian & Local-Style 

foods to Exquisite Prime Rib Buffets, the professional staff at A 

Catered Experience will make your event one that will leave lasting · 

impressions for you and your guests. We work with your needs and 

budget in mind to create a rrienu that is perfect for your event. 

As the exclusive caterers to The Legacy Ballroom at the Hawaii 

Okinawa Center we have the perfect setting for special occasions. 

We will go where you need us to be and are available for: 

• On-site Delivery 

• Company Picnics 

• Meetings 

• Birthday Parties 

If you are looking for value, great food & service call

• Graduations 

• Baby Showers 

• Any event with 

food! 

A Catered Experience at 677-7744. 


