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OKINAWAN CULTURE CELEBRATED AT FIRST MAUI FESTIVAL 
by Karleen C. Chinen (Bito Doshi Kai) 

The weather was picture-perfect for Maui 
Okinawa Kenjin Kai's first Okinawan Festival, 
which drew some 4,000 people to the Rinzai Zen 
Mission in Paia on June 9. The event lived up to 
its theme, "Celebrating Our Okinawan Legacy," 
with Okinawan entertainment, food, cultural dis
plays and products the fare of the day. The festival 
was co-chaired by former MOKK presidents Koki 
Tamashiro and Mike Hondo. 

Great job! MOKK President Alan Arakawa (far left) with festival co-
chairs Mike Hondo (miqdle) and Koki Tamashiro. 

The entertainment program featured a good 
mix of homegrown Maui talent who performed 
Okinawan dances, Japanese songs and dances, 
innovative world fusion music and paranku and 
taiko drumming, and put on martial arts demon
strations. Many performers and MOKK friends 

· from the Neighbor Islands traveled to the Valley 
Isle to support the first Maui Okinawan Festival, 
including Hawaii United Okinawa Association 
President Jimmy Iha. HUOA's colorful banners 

· lined the perimeter of the festival site. 
Traveling all the way from Okinawa was a group 

from Kin Cho, who brought along their lion to 

perform shishi mai and other dance 
numbers. Much of the program emcee
ing was done by Darren Konno, a san
sei member of the Maui Okinawa 
Kenjin Kai, sensei of the Maui Okinawa 
Taiko group, and the first Maui recipi
ent of the Okinawa Prefectural 
Government's University of the 
Ryukyus scholarship. 
· "It was a very, very successful festi

val. Lots of people enjoyed them
selves. The members worked hard -
the chairs of the various committees 
worked really hard, and we had great 
help from HUOA," said co-chair Koki Sylvia Ishikawa, Oliver de Silva and Roy Nakasone show off the Maui•Okinawan 
Tamashiro. He said the shishi mai Festival T-shirt which Nakasone designed. 

dance by the group from Kin Cho added much to Yoshimi; first aid: Charlotte Fusato; clean-up: 
the festivities. Frank Kawahara and Shigeru Nakamura; and 

"We're happy that it went really well," added finance: Colleen Takamura. 
co-chair Mike Hondo. MOKK President Alan The day-long festival came to a climactic close 
Arakawa thanked HUOA for its support of the fes- with a festive bon dance under. the Maui stars led 
tival. "We can now appreciate how much work by Hirotada Toyama Sensei. 
goes into the Honolulu festival," he said, adding 
that MOKK has decided to make the Maui 
Okinawan Festival an annual event. 

Hondo and Tamashiro thanked the various com
mittee chairs and their sub-committee chairs: pro
gram: Darren Konno; food: Roy Fusato and sub
chairs June Konno, Fumiko Cup Choy, Jana Molina, 
Andre Ajimine, Toshiko Oki, Ron Kono, Hideo 
Goya, Casey Nakasone, "shave ice" Marvin Tengan 
.and "rice" Marvin Tengan; crafts and .cultural tent: 
Linda Kiyabu and Judy Tanaka; country store: Alan 
Arakawa and sub-chairs Helen Kawahara, Helen · 
Tamashiro, Betty Yamashiro, Amy Yatsushiro, Roy 
Nakasone, Annette Omuro and Russell Gushi; 
Oriental products: Bob Yonahara; children's 
games: Wendy Tamashiro and Raina Takumi; pub
licity: Todd Hondo and Jere Shimomura; grounds: 
Harry Kochi and Clarence Uehara; parking: Jerry 
Arakawa and Shigeru Nakanishi; manpower: To_ny 
Arakaki and Sumi Kuniyoshi; hospitality: Debbie 

Program chair Darren Konno interviews Bonnie Miyashiro 
Sensei whose Miyashiro Soho Kai koto students performed. 

HUI OKINAWA SUMMER FESTIVAL SET FOR AUG. 18 

Hui Okinawa will hold its Summer Festival on 
Saturday, Aug. 18, in the new Sangha Hall at 
the Hilo Hongwanji Mission. The festival, 
which runs from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m., will fea
ture ethnic food, cultural entertainment and a 
craft fair. Okinawan food products and other 
treats made by club members will be sold in 
the Hui Okinawa General Store. 

The entertainment program will include a 
taiko performanc·e by the Taishoji Taiko; a 
mixed entertainment program by the Big 
Island Culture Club; hula by Kamana Seniors; 
Japanese exercising and line dancing; a variety 
show organized by Afuso-ryu Hawaii Sandaa 

Kai's Grant Murata Sensei featuring Young 
Okinawans of Hawaii and Carolyn and Marlene 
Shimamura; and the Big Island Karaoke Club. A 
performance by Hui Okinawa's new eisa stu
dents, who are being taught by Murata Sensei, 
will bring the day to a festive close. 

The Summer Festival is being chaired by Hui 
Okinawa member Carolyn Oki. Proceeds from 
the festival support Hui Okinawa's major activ
ities, including its shinnen enkai and keirokai, 
the Okinawan student exchange program, 
Graduates' Night, summer picnic, Haari Boat 
race, and bonenkai and awards program. 
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Harue Oshiro lppe nihei deebiru . . mahalo . 

MAHALO FOR SUPPORTING UCHINANCHU 
Uchinanchu is our voice - the voice of the Hawaii 
United Okinawa Association, its members, and the 
"home" we all built together: the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center. By sharing information and experiences, 
Uchinanchu keeps us connected as a family, dedicated 
to preserving, sharing and perpetuating the Okinawan 
cultural heritage. 
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HUOA received a total of $1,925.00 in contributions 
for Uchinanchu during the months of April and May. 
Every dollar donated - along with income from adver
tising - helps offset the cost of publishing Uchinanchu. 
HUOA sends a heartfelt ippe nihei deebiru to the fol
lowing donors, including three from California, one 
from Washington State, five from Maui, two from . 
Kaua'i and two from the Big Island. Mahalo for keeping 
Uchinanchu alive and thriving. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
by James Y. Iha (Chatan Sonjin Kai, Wahiawa Kyoyu Kai) 
President, Hawaii United Okinawa Association 

When I was installed as HUOA President six months ago, an entire year 

seemed like a lot of time to check off everything I wanted to accomplish 

during my term. My predecessor, Dr. Albert Miyasato, had warned me that 

there's never enough time to do everything you want to do because time 

flies by so much faster for the HUOA president. It wasn't until this month 

that I realized how true Doc's words were. Six months have flown by - and 

although there's much we have accomplished - there is still so much to do. 

With the theme "Yui Nu Kukuru - Uchinanchu Spirit with Hearts 

Together" behind us and the spirit of "Chibariyo!" in our hearts and minds, 

we are continuing to move forward. 
I am very proud of all we have completed to date. As we celebrate the 

50th anniversary of the establishment of the Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association, much of our focus is on the legacy left by the lssei. When I 
think back on my formative years, what stands out in my mind is that spirit 
of helping each other and enjoying each other's company that I saw in my 

parents and other lssei and in my neighbors. Thus my theme this year: "Yui 

Nu Kukuru - Uchinanchu Spirit with Hearts Together." 
That sentiment, I believe, is what inspired us to come together to build 

"our home": the Hawaii Okinawa Center. The spirit of "Yui Nu Kukuru" has 

HUOA President Jimmy Iha, dressed in a traditional Okinawan court kimono, presents a ho'okupu (gift) 
to the Aloha Week Royal Court at the kick-off of the City's Cultural Heritage Series at Honolulu Hale 
on June 7. Accompanying him were Frances Nakachi Sensei of the Tamagusuku Ryu Sen ju Kai, Frances 
Nakachi Dojo and her student, Jodie Tomasa. 

held us together through good times and bad and helped us to realize our 

dreams. But with the passage of time, the experiences of the lssei - who 

give us our grounding - are being lost. As odd as it may sound, our past is 

the foundation for our future. When we honor the legacy and heritage of 

our immigrant pioneers, we inevitably strengthen the spirit of "Yui Nu 

Kukuru." 
The April 28 HUOA club "Summit," "Our Clubs, Our Future," was the first 

of a series of summits focusing on the principle that the HUOA is only as 

strong as its member· clubs. The summit examined the status of our_ clubs 

and looked at ways our clubs can learn from each other to ensure not only 

their viability, but their growth as well. 
We also held our first Storytelling Festival in May. It was centered around 

the theme, "Building Bridges of Aloha." The festival was HUOA's way of 

continued on page 3 



KARII! ... CONGRATULATIONS! 
Julia Wakasugi and Kristie Morikawa have been 

awarded the Joseph and Sumie Kaneshiro Bishop 
Scholarship for students of Okinawan ancestry. The 
presentation was made on May 4 at the University of 
Hawai'i College of Education annual recognition dinner 
at the Royal Hawaiian Hotel. The two students were 
selected because of their outstanding academic record. 

Wakasugi is a UH-Manoa 
senior majoring in elementary 
and special education. She 
and her twin sister Lisa study 
Okinawan dance with Yoshiko 
Nakasone Sensei, sanshin with 
Grant Murata Sensei and koto 
with Bonnie Miyashiro Sensei. 
Their parents, Thad and Yoko 
Wakaiugi of Pearl City, are 
members of Gaza Yonagusuku 
and Nishihara Chojin Kai. 

Kristie Morikawa earned her bachelor's degree in 
English and is currently work
ing on her master's in educa
tion, with her goal to become 
an English teacher. Morikawa 
is the daughter of Steven and 
Suzanne Morikawa of 
Kaneohe. An avid athlete , she 
has been coordinating junior 
varsity basketball and softball 
at her alma mater, Moanalua 
High School. 

Lanai's post office building 
will be named in honor of 
retired Maui County Council
member and an Uchinanchu 
who has served his community 
well - Goro Hokama of Lanai. 
The legislation to name Lanai's 
only post office after Hokama 
was introduced by U.S. 
Congresswoman Patsy Mink. 
The bill passed both houses of Congress unanimously 
and was,signed into law by President Bush on April 12. 
The formal dedication of the "Goro Hokama Post 
Office Building" on Jacaranda Street in Lanai City will

President's Message (continued from page 2) 

take place on Aug. 13. 
Mink cited Hokama's dedication to the communities 

of Lanai and Maui and to the state of Hawai'i. He 
served 41 years on the Maui County Council and its 
forerunner, the Maui Board of Supervisors - 16 of 
those years as its chair. He was also a member of the 
Hawai'i State Association of Counties, serving 11 terms 
as its president. In 1999, Goro 1-lokama was appointed 
to the State Public Employees Appeal Board. 

He has served as president of the Lanai School PTA 
and the Lanai Little League, as a vo)u·nteer firefighter on 
Lanai, and as a member of the Lanai Advisory Planning 
Commission. Hokama is also a member of the Maui 
Okinawa Kenjin Kai and actively supported the building 
of the Maui Okinawa Cultural Center. He currently 
chairs the Maui County Hospital Management Advisory 
Committee and serves on the boards of Lanai 
Community Hospital, Maui Economic Opportunities, 
Inc. and Maui Memorial Hospital. 

Hokama retired from Dole Pineapple Company in 
1991 after 45 years. He also represented workers on 
Lanai as a member of the ILWU. 

Hokama and his wife, Kiwae, are the parents of two 
adult children: son Riki and daughter Joy. Riki Hokama 
presently serves on the Maui County Council. 

"Goro Hokama has given himself, his time, and his 
life to our community and to our State .... The nam
ing of the Lanai Post Office as the Goro Hokama Post 
Office would be a way to honor and pay tribute to a 
great public servant," said Congresswoman Mink. 

The voices of Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai members 
Hirotada and Umeno Toyama and Jun Cup Choy are 
featured on "Da Kine Music," a compact disc produced 
by Hawaii's Plantation Village (Waipahu Cultural 
Garden Park) and the State Foundation on Culture and 
the Arts. The Toyamas and Cup Choy sing five 
Okinawan songs: "Tutankani," complete with the lines, 
" .. .. too much hanahana, one dollar day;" "Ashimiji
Bushi;" "Kudaka;" 'Mimura;' and 'Suri Agari." The 
recording is simple and earthy with very basic instru
mentation: sanshin (by Paul Shoei Moriyama) and whis
tle heeshi (a vocal accentuation). The recording is a 
treasure for its ability to capture the early plantation 
days when celebrations were simple and music was per
formed with the spirit of "let's celebrate with whatever 

reaching out to the broader Hawaii community and building bridges between generations and cultures 
through storytelling. As I looked out at the crowd over those three nights, I felt that we had achieved 
·our goals. Thus we are now seriously considering making both the Storytelling Festival and the summit 
annual events to help strengthen our clubs and our relationship with the larger community. 

This is a very special year for two of our performing arts schools. A few weeks ago, we were treated 
to a superb 45th anniversary super recital by the Hooge-kai, Yoshiko Nakasone Dance Academy at the 
Blaisdell Concert Hall. "Dentoo No Bi - The Beauty of Tradition" was a classic example of "the beauty 
of tradition": a true bridging of generations. 

And, coming up on August 5 will be another blockbuster showcase of Okinawan culture as the Ryukyu 
Kobudo Taiko-Hawaii Shibu, led by Calvin Nakama Sensei, celebrates its 10th anniversary with a per
formance at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. "Dento No Hibiki - the Mighty Sounds of Tradition" promises 
to be another tremendous example of the commitment of people in our 
performing arts community to preserve, promote and perpetuate our 
Okinawan culture. I encourage you to come out and support our young 
talents. 

ORION 
From OKINAWA 
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we have." 
Recording artist Glenn Medeiros served as the pro

ject's coordinator, with University of Hawai'i ethnomu
sicologist Dr. Ricardo Trimillos contributing as project 
consultant. The beautiful cover artwork was done by 
Delro Rosco. 

Hirotada and Umeno Toyama and Jun Cup Choy 
(Rick Shimomura photo) 

"Da Kine Music" celebrates Hawai'i's plantation her
itage. The first recording features Hawaiian, Okinawan, 
Puerto Rican and Filipino tunes. The second edition , 
set for release later this month, will feature Japanese, 
Chinese, Korean and Portuguese songs. Assisting with 
the Okinawan recording were longtime Waipahu resi
dent Goro Arakawa, a member of Nishihara Chojin Kai ; 
Irene Ho; and Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai member Hideo 
Goya. "Da Kine Music" can be purchased at Hawaii's 
Plantation Village for $14. 

Located in historic Waipahu, just ewa of the now
defunct Oahu Sugar Company, Hawaii's Plantation 
Village is dedicated to keeping alive the experiences of 
the Hawaii, Chinese, Portuguese, Japanese, Puerto 
Rican, Okinawan, Korean and Filipino laborers who 
worked on Hawai'i 's plantations. For more information 
on "Da Kine Music," call Hawaii's Plantation Village at 
677-0110. 

NEW! 
In just a few months, our community will be putting hands and hearts 

together for the 19th year (can you believe it!) for our Okinawan Festival. 
The Festival will be held Labor Day weekend, Sept. 1 and 2, at Kapiolani 
Park, with Hawai'i's largest ban dance closing off the Saturday schedule. 
The festival will be a time to rekindle old friendships and share our cul
ture and heritage with kamaaina and malihini alike in the festive surround
ings of Kapiolani Park. We will again be welcoming several top-notch per
formers from Okinawa, so plan on spending the weekend at the Okinawan 
Festival. 

All of these cultural events serve to remind us of how fortunate our 
Uchinanchu community is to have a thriving and immensely talented and 
disciplined, homegrown performing arts community that is drawing in 
young Okinawans and Okinawans-at-heart in record numbers. Whenever I 
see our Hawai'i students and their sensei perform, I am left with chicken 
skin and an emotion-filled lump in my throat. To our Hawai'i students and 
sensei, I say "Ippe Nihwee Deebiru" for all you do to help keep our culture 
alive so that we will always remember who we are and draw strength, 
pride and inspiration from that grounding - and so that others may share 
in the beauty of our culture. 

Using Pure Okinawan Water gives 
Orion a Unique and Remarkably 
Refreshing Taste. 

Experience a Taste of Okinawa! 

Now available in Restaurants and 
Markets in Hawai'i. 

Distributed by THE CHERRY CO., LTD. 
Honolulu, HI (808) 537-5245 
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442ND VETERANS CLUB TAKES ITS PLACE ON "WALL OF HONOR'' 
by Karleen C. Chinen (Bito Doshi Kai) 

"On behalf of the Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association, I would like to thank you for your gener
ous donation. We thank you very much from the bot
tom of our hearts." 

With those words to 10 humble veterans represent
ing their wartime buddies in the 442nd Veterans Club, 
HUOA PresidentJimmy Iha formally 
thanked the veterans group for the 

· $5,000 gift it made to the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center a decade ago at a spe-
cial presentation held.April 16 at the 
Center. The donation was inadvertent
ly overlooked during the installation 
of the "Wall of Honor" in the Teruya 
Pavilion. 

Center. The suggestion made its way to the 442nd 
Board, which voted to make a $5,000 donation to the 
Center. Nakamine is a member of Onna Sonjin Kai and 
Hui Makaala. 

The $5,000 gift was a sizable sum for the club, but 
the 442nd Board wanted to support the effort to build 
the Center, Miho said. The fact that the 442nd's gift 
had never been acknowledged on the "Wall of Honor" 

to pass on to our sons and daughters. The legacy of 
the Nisei, Sansei must be passed on to cultural organi
zations such as yours and the Japanese Cultural Center 
of Hawaii," said Miho. 

''The United States is built on many different cultures 
- that is the strength of the United States," he contin
ued. "But you've got to build and preserve the various 
cultures so that the best of each can be taught to the 

children who come along later on and 
make it into the kind of society that we 
can be proud of." 

HUOA Administration Committee 
chair Jimmy Toyama offered the 
evening's closing remarks. The 
Administration Committee, working 
with the HUOA staff, planned the 
evening's program and reception .

Toyama thanked the veterans for 
coming out to the Center to witness 
the formal unveiling of the 442nd 
Veterans Club plaque on the Wall of 
Honor and to accept the thanks of the 
HUOA. 

Iha said he regretted that the thou
sands of people who passed through 
the Center had not seen the proud 
name of tbe 442nd Veterans Club as a 
ground-floor supporter of the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center. The 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team earned the 
distinction of being the most decorat
ed unit of its size and length of time 
in battle in U.S. military history. 

A veteran of the Vietnam War who 
retired from the Army Reserves, Jimmy 
Iha took the opportunity .to express · 

"442nd VETERANS CLUB, HONOLULU, HAWAII" reads the last entry on the Hawaii Okinawa Center's "Wall 
of Honor." On hand for the April 16 unveiling were 442nd members: (seated) Shiroku Yamamoto, Wallace 
Kagawa, Masayuki Higa, Joe Obayashi, (standing) Hideo Nakamine, Mitsuo Oshiro, 442nd Veterans Club 
President Katsugo Miho,Jerry lshimoto, Masaru Nakakura and Yuzuru Morita, and HUOA President jimmy Iha. 

"It's not just the $5,000 that you 
gave us," said Toyama. "I think what 
we need to acknowledge you for is 
actually the trailblazing that you did in 
your service to the country that actual
ly, long ago, made this facility possible 
- because really, when you think 

his personal gratitude to the Nisei veterans· whose trail
blazing in World War II cleared the path for minorities 
in all walks of life. "As an individual who served in the 
U.S. Army, I'd like to thank you veterans - I've never 
done this in front of you - for what you have done for 
me. When I went into the service, I was treated really 
well." 

Iha recalled the words of one of his regimental com
manders who told him to always remember the legacy 
of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team/100th Battalion. 
"They were courageous in battle and they were dedi
cated individuals who were. professionals who knew 
how to soldier. So it's your responsibility, in turn, to 
train your soldiers to the best of your ability," admon
ished his commander. "I followed that throughout my 
career in the Army, and I thank you for that," said Iha. 

He also credited the veterans for the groundbreaking 
role they played more than a half-century ago that 
enabled a third generation American of Japanese ances
try from Kaua'i, Eric Shinseki, to become the highest
ranking general in the U.S. Army. "Isn't that something! 
And I really think it's all due to the hard work and 
effort ofyou people," said HUOA's 2001 President. 

"I'm sure right now our lssei - the people who we 
built this Center for - are looking down upon this 
gathering and I'm sure they're very pleased to know . 
that we have honored the 442nd for their generous 
donation and at the same time honored their sons who 
made the supreme sacrifice for their country." 

442nd Veterans Club President Katsugo "Kats" Miho 
spoke on behalf of the veterans group. Miho said he 
had been to the Hawaii Okinawa Center many times 
during his daughter Mariko Miho's tenure as the 
Center's executive director (mid-1993 to Dec. 1994). 
"I've never had a chance to thank all of you for taking 
good care of her when she was working here," he said, 
choking back tears. "You folks gave her all the support, 
so as a father, I feel very grateful to the Okinawan 
Association." 

Miho, who served in the 522nd Field Artillery 
Battalion of the 442nd recognized his fellow 522nd vet
eran, Hideo Nakamine, who, more than 10 years ago, 
suggested that the 442nd inake a donation to the 

DENNIS M. HOE 

939 McCully Street Ste. 2 
Honolulu, HI. 96826 

Telephone (808)943-8868 
Lie. # PC0079 

30 Years Experience 
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was brought to the attention of the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center by Nakamine, and steps were taken immediately 
to rectify the oversight. 

Miho noted that as the years pass and the veterans 
pass on, the question of how to preserve the legacy of 
the Nisei soldiers has become of increasing concern. "I 
believe that we ·have to depend on organizations such 
as yours to carry on the legacy. The fellowship and the 
membership of veterans organizations, especially in 
Hawaii, is very unique. It's built upon three years of liv
ing together and struggling through unspeakable hor
rors. As a result, you build a comradeship which is hard 

PRESERVING OUR LEGACY 
(Donations received in March and April 2001.) 
lppe niwhee deebiru to the following individuals for 
their generous contributions that were received March 
and April. Your support for the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center's "Preserving Our Legacy" campaign is greatly 
appreciated. 

SPECIAL FRIEND ($20,000 +) 
In Memory of Eishin & Kame Yamaguchi 

A special thank you to the members of the 
Yamaguchi Family for their generous donation. 

PLATINUM ($2,501 to $5,000) 
In Memory ofYama Oshiro 

GOLD ($1,000 to $2,500) 
Shimaya Shoten 

SILVER ($500 to $999) 
Hideo & Kay K. Nakamine 

BRONZE ($250 to $499) 
In Memory of Kiyoko U. Chinen, Katsu Arata & 

Roy R. Yonahara by Karleen Chinen 
In Memory of Takeo Suma by Hanayo Suma 
In Memory of Shingo & Ushi Higa 
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about it, history could have been written differently. 
But, because of your hard work, your bravery, your sac
rifice, I think you've made it possible for other people 
- for people like us - to have an opportunity to do 
the things we are doing and will continue to do. It will 
all be based on your fighting spirit," said Toyama. 

"It is said that you must remember the past -- but 
don't build on the ashes of the past. Take the fighting 
spirit that was there and use that and project it into 
the future. We will forever remember what you have 
done for us and the legacy that you've left us." 

CONTRIBUTOR ($100 to $249) 
Harold Z. & Patsy Afuso 
Conrad Hokama 
Hosoi Garden Mortuary, Inc. 
Kanegusuku Sonjin Kai 

-Mr. & Mrs. Tokuzen Maeshiro 
Mr. & Mrs. Zentaro Miyashiro 
Gladys Tokunaga-Asao 
Lorraine Toma 

In Memory of Yuki Ishihara 

SUPPORTER ($50 to $99) 
Yoshio Awakuni 
Glenn, Jonathan & Marilyn lge 
Albert & Jane Matsusaka 
Jean K. Nishikawa 
Shinko Nohara 
Tokujin Tamashiro 
Tokujin & Edith-Tamashiro 
Masamori Teruya 
Shigeo & Jane Teruya 

In Memory of Ushi & Munemitsu Gakiya 

FRIEND ($25 to $49) 
Jiro & Shizue Inafuku 
K. Isa 
Daniel T. Tengan 
Janet Uyechi 

In Memory of Mitzi Kamiya 
In Memory of Joki & Laura Hanako Miyahira 
In Honor of my friend Henry lsara 

OTHER 
Alan & Doreen Uyemura 
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AUG. 5 RECITAL CELEBRATES RYUKYU KOBUDO TAIKO'S 10TH 
Look into their young faces and see the heart and soul that travels 

through their bachi (drumsticks), connecting with their taiko and cutting 
loose a thunderous sound that somehow returns to their heart. In their 
young faces, you are seeing the future of our Okinawan community - an 
honoring of the past and a commitment to a cultural tradition sure to find 
a sense of place in a community that nurtures their growth. 

On Sunday, Aug. 5, "Dento No Hibiki - The Mighty Sounds of 
Tradition," will be on the minds of the performers as the Ryukyu Kobudo 
Taiko - Hawaii Shi bu celebrates its 10th anniversary with a recital at the 
Hawaii Okinawa Center. 

Ryukyu Kobudo Taiko - Hawaii Shibu performed for Young Okinawans of 
Hawaii's holiday luncheon for seniors last year at the Hawaii Okinawa 

The 1 p.m. per
formance is 
being supported 
by the Hawaii 
United Okinawa 
Association. "The 
members of 
Ryukyu Kobudo 
Taiko - Hawaii 
Shibu have 
played a major 
role in keeping 
our Okinawan 
culture alive and 
of introducing 
young people to 
the Okinawan 

Center. culture," said 
HUOA President Jimmy Iha. "They also support so many of our HUOA pro
grams by sharing what they have learned with not only our Okinawan 
community, but with the Iarger.Hawai'i community. For all of that, I am 
truly grateful to Calvin Nakama Sensei and to all of the students, parents 
and advisors. I urge our HUOA members to support the group's recital on 
Aug. 5. They have all worked very hard to make this a performance we'll 
never forget." 

Ryukyu Kobudo Taiko - Hawaii Shibu traces its origins back to 1991 and 
Morio Matsuda Sensei, founder of Ishikawa Kobudo Taiko in Okinawa. The 
style blends kobudo, or martial arts, with taiko drumming, creating ener
getic and powerful routines. In 1991, Matsuda Sensei brought several of 
his students to Hawai'i for an intensive· training session with 16 Hawai'i 
members of the Ishikawa group. At the conclusion of the 10-day session, 
Matsuda Sensei asked the participants if they would like to form a chapter 
in Hawai'i. Enthused with what they had learned and excited about the 
potential to involve others in this energetic form of taiko, the group gave 
Matsuda Sensei the green light. 

Among the 16 participants was Calvin Nakama, who was selected the 
Hawai'i group's lead sensei. He and the other 15 participants became the 
core group for the Hawai'i chapter of the Ishikawa Kobudo Taiko, which 
began holding classes at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. By March of 1991, 28 
young students had joined the group and were learning this exciting form 
of taiko. 

That summer, 12 members traveled to Okinawa for additional training 
and to participate in a recital by tq.e Okinawa chapter. It was a productive 
visit, with the members not only joining their Okinawan "cousins" for the 
performance, but learning how to make the taiko drums from Matsuda 
Sensei. 

After returning home in August, the club held a two-day recital themed 
"Kuroshio" at Farrington High School Auditorium. Matsuda Sensei's stu-

KARIYUSHI XII 

Ukulele brothers Bruce (left) and Jake Shimabukuro wowed the full-house audience at the 
May 6· Kariyushi XII program at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. The brothers are pictured 
here with Kariyushi program advisor Dorothy (Shiroma) Hoe. 

dents from Okinawa joined them for the performance. 
The 1991 recital marked a turning point for the young taiko group. 

Members decided to rename the group, Ryukyu Kobudo Taiko - Hawaii Shibu. 
Ten years later and 36 members strong, Ryukyu Kobudo. Taiko - Hawaii 

Shibu's energetic taiko routines continue to draw young people to the 
Okinawan culture. Today the members range from 10-year-old children to 
adults. Many young adults who grew up playing taiko with Ryukyu Kobudo 
Taiko leave it behind to attend college on the Mainland, but return to taiko 
whenever breaks from school bring them home. Several of them will rejoin 
the group for the Aug. 5 recital. 

The performance will also feature paranku drumming by the Paranku Club 
of Hawaii as well as dance numbers by students from the Hooge Kai , Yoshiko 
Nakasone Dance Academy. · 

Ticketsfor the performance are $10 and can be reserved by calling Faye 
Maruishi at 753-0738, or Calvin Nakama Sensei at 224-7374. 

RyukyuKobudo 
Taiko - Hawaii 
Shibu will perform 
at 9:30 a.m. at 
this Saturday's 
(July 7) ''Tanabata 
Star: A Family 
Festival," co-spon-
sored by the 
Japanese Cultural 
Center of Hawaii 
and TEMARI: 
Center for Asian 
and Pacific Arts at 
JCCH (2454 S 
Beretania St). 

Members of Ryukyu Kobudo Taiko - Hawaii Shibu perform at last year's 
Okinawan Festival at Kapiolani Park. 

Admission: $25 (lunch included, validated parking) 
Limited Seating, R.S.V.P. by 7/8/01 with check payable to EM Hawaii, Inc. 

Featuring: 
An encoremultimedia lecture by 

DR. TERUO HIGA 
Professor of Horticulture, University of The Ryukyus

Okinawa, Japan 

World renowned discoverer and founder of EM, which is now 
being used in over 80 countries! Grand Opening of EM 

Hawaii's educational showroom will follow at Gentry Pacific 
For more information, contact 

Effective Microorganisms™ 
548-0396 

Gentry Pacific Center, 217 A • 560 North N1m1tz Hwy. #65 • Honolulu, HI 96817 
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OUR CLUBS, OUR FUTURE 
KITA NAKAGUSUKU SONJIN KAI ... by Milton Higa 

Kita Nakagusuku lssei Raymond Yeihan Asato and Tsuruyo Asato 
were honored at this year's shinnen enkai, which was held Feb. 24 at 
the Wisteria. Okinawan entertainment was provided by Afuso-ryu 
Hawaii Sandaa Kai. Members also .enjoyed a hula performance by 
Gariss Pereira and a karate demonstration by Garinn "Masa" Pereira. 

The annual Okinawan Festival will be held Sept. 1 and 2 at Kapiolani Park. Kita will 
again be helping in the Heiwa Dori tent along with several other clubs. Please call 
Milton at 674-3211 if you are able to volunteer your services or are interested in pur-
chasing festival scrips. 

Our annual Hawaii Okinawa Center clean°up is scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 30. 
Volunteers are needed.for this event as well:Please help us preserve our Center. Call 
Milton for details. 

KANEGUSUKU SONJIN KAI ... by Ed Kino 

Mahalo to Harvey Lee for being Kanegusuku's young participant at the HUOA Summit 
on April 28 at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. "Our Clubs, Our Future" was the theme of the 
Summit, which was aimed at keeping alive the Okinawan heritage and sharing it with all 
of Hawaii's people so that our children and grandchildren will grow up with a sense of 
pride in their Okinawan heritage. 

Mahalo to volunteers Henry Nagamine, Toshi Shimabukuro, Ronald Oshiro, Masuo and 
Ed Kino, Harriet and David• Kihara, Katherine and Kenni Sakai and Lynda lraha for work
ing at the April 29 Spring Craft Fair. 

Volunteers are needed to clean the Hawaii Okinawa Center on July 1,beginning at 8 
a.m. Call Ed Kino at 262-2608 by June 25 to sign up as we also need a bento count. 

HUI MAKAALA ... by Karen Shishido 

Hui Makaala will introduce its 13 riew scholarship recipients at its annual Scholarship 
Awards Banquet on Sunday, Aug. 12, 11:30 a.m. at the Ala Moana Hotel's Hibiscus 
Ballroom. Each student will receive a $2,000 scholarship in their pursuit of higher educa
tion. Since its establishment in 1946, Hui Makaala has awarded hundreds of scholarships 
to worthy students who, hopefully, are now contributing to the community- many in 
leadership roles. Many of the scholarship recipients are from the Neighbor Islands. 

Former University of Hawai'i offensive lineman Joe Onosai will be the guest speaker at 
this year's banquet. Onosai has competed in the "Strongest Man in the World Contest" 
and is an accomplished singer and youth director of the Word of Life Christian Center. 
He is a true inspiration to today's youth. 

Jan Nako Toma is chairing the event. Lunch is $20; reservations can be made by calling 
Jan at 732-4640, or Karen Shishido at 523-4500. 

Please also mark your calendars for Hui Makaala's 32nd annual scholarship fund-raiser 
and fashion show, set for Sunday, Oct. 21, at the Hilton Hawaiian Village, Coral 
Ballroom. More information will follow in the next issue of Uchinanchu. 

HUI ALU INC. (KAUAI) ... by Jackie Tokashiki, secretary 

I represented Hui Alu at the April 28 HUOA Summit at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. It 
was a very good workshop to get us thinking about our roots, the present, and where 
we plan to go in the future. 

Hui Alu will be holding its second annual Kauai Open Okinawan Golf Tournament at 
the Wailua Municipal Golf Course on Saturday, Aug. 18. Play will begin at 7 a.m. with a 
shotgun start. An awards luncheon featuring Okinawan food will follow the tournament: 
Prizes will be awarded for individual medal play in both men's and women's flights. 
There will also be a drawing for door prizes. The registration deadline is August 1 O. 
Registration is limited to the first 144 entrants. The $65 entry fee covers the green fees, 
cart and awards luncheon. Proceeds from the _tournament will help fund Hui Alu's schol
arship program, cultural activities and clubhouse renovations. The tournament is being 
chaired by Ron Kouchi. Hui Alu President Gary Lleunten invites all interested golfers arid 
Hui Alu supporters to come to Kauai for a day of golf and fellowship. For more informa
tion, call Royce Ebesu at 822-4341, or Gary Ueunten at 332-8111. 

And finally, Hui Alu would iike to thank Dexter Teruya and the HUOA Video Team for 
producing the program on the Year 2000 Kauai Pance Festival. It was wonderful. They 
did a great job, professional. At the Summit, Dexter told me that they had shown it on 
Oahu. He also gave me a copy of the video for Hui Alu. Thank you so very much. It was 
a very good promotion for Kauai. Our president, Gary, has a tape, and I will share my 
copy.with Mamo Kaneshiro and others. We can show it at our general membership 
meeting. Hui Alu members will be so proud of their hard work . Ilppe Nihei Debiru!

TOMIGUSUKU SON JIN KAI ... by Sandy Kaneshiro 

Haisai! Here's a short recap of Tomigusuku Son Jin Kai's activities and information on 
upcoming events. 

We held our annual shinne_n enkai at the Hale Koa Hotel on Feb. 10. Over 350 mem
bers and member families enjoyed a fabulous buffet, door prizes and fantastic entertain
ment by Kenny Endo's youth group and Kariyushi Restaurant owner Steve Yamada's fan
tastic karaoke singing. An additional bonus to the evening's entertainment was the duet 
sung by Steve and our very own Patricia Tsutsui. Hana hou! We also honored our recent
ly tumed and soon-to-be 80-year-old members with a special gift -and lei. 

On April 7, Tomigusuku Son Jin Kai held its annual Koala Moa fundraising chicken sale 
at Central Middle School. lppei Nihwee Debiru to all who helped with the set-up, cook
ing, selling and dean-up - and especially with purchasing our delicious chicken, sushi 
and andagi. 

Please mark your calendars for our annual picnic on Sunday, July 22. The picnic will be 
held at Ala Moana Park (areas 9 and 11 ). Please bring your entire family and friends to 
play games, eat shave ice, and get together with old and new friends. 

The HUOA's Okinawan Festival wil! be held Labor Day weekend, Sept. 1 and 2, at 
Kapiolani Park. Our club will be participating in the festival by cooking and selling our 
famous Okinawan soba soup in the Soba Booth all day Saturday. We will need at least 20 
people for each shift. Please contact any of your club officers for more information: 

Reminder: Don't forget to purchase your Okinawan Festival scrip from 
Tomigusuku. This scrip sale and our other fund-raising events help defray costs 
for our various club functions, including the annual shinnen enkai and picnic. 

See you at the picnic and Okinawa Festival! 

HAWAIISASHIKI CHINEN DOSHI KAI ... by Mel Gushiken 

Hawaii Sashiki Chinen Doshi Kai will be sending six students from Oahu and 
Kauai to Okinawa on an exchange program sponsored by Sashiki Cho and Chinen 
Son. The students, who range in age from 13 to 17, are descendants of immigrants 
from Sashiki Cho or Chinen Son. Selected for the exchange were: Jeri Shimazu, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Shimazu; Jason Nagamine, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wayne Nagamine; Barry Nakamoto, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jared Nakamoto; Calli 
Chinen, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Chinen; Jennifer Gima, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Preston Gima; and Amy Ueunten daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gary Ueunten. 

Hawaii Sashiki Chinen Doshi Kai exchange students: (standing 
from left) Jeri Shimazu, Jennifer Cima, Calli Chinen and Amy 
Ueunten, (kneeling, left) Barry Nakamoto and Jason Nagamine. 

The students will be 
hosted by families in 
Sashiki and Chinen from 
Aug. 7 to 20 . 

This year marks the 
10th anniversary of the 
student exchange pro
gram between Hawaii 
Sashiki Chinen Doshi 
Kai and the Sashiki Cho 
Department of 
,Education. 

The program got off 
the ground in 1992 with 
the Hawaii Sashiki Boys 
Wing and Doreen 
Yamashiro, who taught 
English in Sa_shiki for a 
year. Shigeru Miyagi, 
Sashiki Cho's superin
tendent of education, 
coordinated the pro

gram with the assistance of the Hawaii Sashiki Chinen Doshi Kai. Six students 
from Sashiki Cho's junior high and high school participated in the first Hawaii 
Sashiki Boys Wing cultural exchange program. 

In 1996 students from Chinen Son joined Sashiki Cho students for the home
stay program. By last year, Hawaii Sashiki Chinen Doshi Kai members had hosted 
20 students from Sashiki and Chinen. The program has led to a Iong-term rela
tionship between the host families in Hawaii and the students from Okinawa. 

HUI OKINAWA ... by Amy Shiroma 

The last burst of a colorful fireworks display put on by the Lehua Jaycees will be 
followed by something even more thunderous: the Taishoji taiko drummers usher
ing in Hui Okinawa's eisa and bon dancers at Mooheau Park on Wednesday, July 4, 
from about 8:20 p.m. until 10:30. 

The 4th of July program will be a chance for Hui Okinawa's cultural committee 
to showcase an exciting form of eisa being taught to Hui Okinawa members and 
others interested by Grant Murata Sensei from Honolulu. The style of eisa is pop
ular on Oahu and Kauai. Murata Sensei is also teaching taiko and sanshin. 

Hui Okinawa's eisa celebration wili actually begin at 9 a.m. at Mooheau Park 
with a lesson in the Young Okinawans style of eisa. The potluck lunch will be fol
lowed by picnic games. Event chair Milton Yafuso promises lots of prizes. 

Hui Okinawa's concession stand will open to the public at 6 p.m., selling anda
gi, saimin, hot dogs, shave ice and more. 

CHATAN/KADENA CHOJIN KAI ... by Ray Uyema 

It's official! Chatan Sonjin Kai is now Chatan/Kadena Chojin Kai. At our March 
17 shinnen enkai at the Hawaii Okinawa Center, more than three-fourths of the 
members present voted to adopt the new name. Our name change is aimed at 
strengthening the relationships between the descendants of immigrants from 
Chatan and Kadena. The ties extend beyond Hawaii, to our ancestral homeland, 
Okinawa. 

Guests at our shinnen enkai included Katsuya Taba from the Chatan-Cho Board 
of Education Cultural Section and Munehiro Machida, a professor at the University 
of the Ryukyus. Chatan/Kadena President Henry Arakaki .also acknowledged the 
generous monetary contributions to our club, by the mayors of Chatan and 
Kadena. 

YOUNG OKINAWANS OF HAWAII ... by Jon Itomura and Valerie Schmidt 

It's turning out to be another busy year for the members of 
Young Okinawans of Hawaii. 

We held our shinnen enkai/installation banquet on Feb. 3, 
which happened to be a very special date. Exactly 20 years 
ago to the day, YOH was established during a meeting of the 
1980 Okinawa Leadership Tour participants above Tamashiro 
Market. 

On our 20th anniversary, Valerie Hatsuko kliya Schmidt was installed as presi
dent. We were honored to have Cyrus Tamashiro, who served as the 1rst presi
dent of YOH as our special gues't speaker. Our resident comic, iris Hiramoto, had 
us laughing all evening long. 

We were also fortunate to have quite a few of the founding members of YOH 
attend the banquet. Their presence left us with the feeling that although YOH has
changed over the.years, age is not what counts: It's all about that special 
Uchinanchu spirit. 

On April 21, YOH members enjoyed a day of golf at the Bayview Miniature Golf 
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Course. The weather was beautiful. Members, family 
and friends tried their luck on the interesting 18-hole 
golf course. Forty-four members attended the _event, 
including children of all ages. Everyone had fun and . 
took home prizes and, best of all, lasting memories. 

A few weeks later, on May 9, YOH President Val 
Schmidt and immediate past president Jon ltomura, 
along with Eric Nitta, opened the HUOA's Storytelling 
Festival with a performance of shishi-mai. The 
Storytelling Festival commemorated the 50th anniver
sary of the HUOA's establishment. On the final night of
the festival, we also read Okinawan folk tales to chil
dren while the adults listened to obake stories in the 
Legacy Ballroom. 

The next day, YOH hosted the ladies of Hui 0 
Laulima at a Mother's Day craft social. Every year, YOH 
and Hui O Laulima spend 10 days making andagi at the 
State Farm Fair. All of the proceeds from our andagi-

. making benefit our annual holiday seniors luncheon. 
Last year, YOH provided entertainment and lunch for 
over 600 special seniors at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. 
This year, we will be making andagi Aug. 3, 4, 5, 10; 
11, 12, 16, 17, 18 and 19. 

Because of the hard work involved, we began hoJd
ing a social event prior to the fair. Forty-five people 
turned out for this year's social. Every imaginable craft 
supply was made ·available: The attendees were 
required to bring only their appetites for lunch and 
their creative energy. The ladies made crafts such as 
cards and bags for Mother's Day and other special 
occasions. Children and grandchildren made their own 
variations of the shishi lion from tissue and shoe boxes 
so they will have their own shishi to bring to ·bon dances. 

The· obon season is upon us again and YOH has been 
asked to perform at a number of bon dances around 
town. Please join us for our performances at the fol
lowing temples: 

UCHINANCHU NEWS FORM 

• July 13 & 14: Koboji Shingon Mission _ 
• July 27 & 28: Jikoen Hongwanji Mission (practice 

sessions set for July 18, 20 & 25) 
• Aug. 25: Aiea Hongwanji Mission 
• Sept. 1: Okinawan Festival at Kapiolani Park 
• Sept. 15: Autumn Dance Festival at the Hawaii 

Okinawa Center 
We are still confirming·the dates for the Kailua 

Hongwanji, Jodo Mission and Waipahu Hongwanji bon 
dances. YOH wiJI pass that information on to the 
HUOA office as soon as we confirm it. 

AZ.A YOGI DOSHI KAI .. . by Cornell Miyasato 
Yomitan Club and Aza Yogi Doshi Kai are in charge 

of the Country Store for this year's Okinawan Festival. 
We are seeking your support to help stock our store 
with donations that we can re-sell . We are looking for 
"new," saleable items - preferably in their original 
packaging - and saleable Okinawan artifacts. If possi
ble, please also provide us with the approximate pur-
chase price of the item. 

We are also asking volunteers to make and donate 
"Okinawan Festival Mix" (see recipe below), which we 
plan to sell. 

Donations can be dropped off at the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center between 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m., 
August 27 to 30. For more information, please leave a 
message at 299-9222. 

OKINAWAN FESTIVAL MIX 
1/2 cup butter 2 (12.3 oz.) boxes ofChex cereal 
1/2 cup Karo syrup 1 jar furikake 
_3/4 cup sugar Sesame seeds 
3 tablespoon shoyu 1 jar peanuts 

Mix and boil butter, syrup, sugar and shoyu until 
sugar dissolves. Mix remaining ingredients and coat 

with heated syrup mix
ture. 

Bake 1 hour at 350 
Uchinanchu is the voice of the Hawaii Unit_ed Okinawa Association and its member degrees, turning every 

15 minutes . . clubs. We would like to encourage our clubs and c-ommittees to submit information 
about their activities (upcoming and past) for publication in Uchinanchu - and are 
trying to make it as simple as possible by providing you with this form. Just fill in 
the blanks and mail (94-587Ukee St., Waipahu, HI 96797) or fax (676-7811) it to the 
Hawaii Okinawa Center - we'll take care of the writing, spelling and editing. The 
form is also available at the Hawaii Okinawa Center as well as on the HUOA's web
site, www.huoa.org. Information can also be e-mailed directly to Uchinanchu editor 
Karleen Chinen at kchinen@lava.net. Clubs that do not have their own newsletter 
are encouraged to use the Uchinanchu Club News Form to disseminate information 
about upcoming activities to their members. Let's hear from you! 

Club or Committee name: 

What is the event? (i.e., club shinnen enkai, club's anniversary, visit by guests from 
Okinawa, etc.) 

Package in quart or 
sandwich-size ziploc 
bags. 
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MINAMI NAKAGUSUKU II 
CAPTURES BOWLING CROWN 
By Howard Takara (Oroku Azajin Club) 

The Hawaii United Okinawa Association Mixed 
Handicap Bowling League celebrated the completion of 
its 22nd season with an awards banquet at the Pagoda 
Hotel's International Ballroom on March 17. The league 
championship was won by the Minami Nakagusuku II 
team, heade_d by captain Vanessa Kroll. Rounding out 
the team were Mary Ann Goya, Chandra and Jon 
Yamashiro, Alvin and Debbie Gumapac and Alan Kro_ll. 

The league wasted no time kicking off its 23rd sea
son, which began April 1, at Leeward Bowl in Pearl City. 
The new league officers are Tomomi Shimabukuro, 
president; Carl Nakata, vice president; Ashley 
Shimabukuro, secretary and Cynthia Uyehara, treasurer. 
The league currently consists of 12 teams who bowl 
and enjoy each other's company every Sunday begin
ning at 1 p.m. 
· The Bowling League would like to field more teams. 
Interested clubs or individuals are encouraged to call 
Tomomi at 584-1667 (pager) or 841-2364 (home). 

Bowling champs Minami Nakagusuku ll team. 

Date/time/location of event: 

An annual event? ____ Special occasion? ____ _ 

How many people attended, or are expected to attend? __ _ 

Describe event (please provide as much information as possible) 

. 
Did you honor or recognize anyone? Who and why? 

If you are also submitting a photo, please identify the people in the photo, 
when/where it was shot and describe what the photo shows. · 

Submitted by (name/phone/e-mail address) 

Club officer? Member? ------- -------

CALVIN NAKAMA, SENSEi 

PRESENTS: 
"DENTO NO HIBIKI" 

OUR 10TH ANNIVERSARY RECITAL 

SUNDAY AUGUST 5, 2001 
1:00 P.M. 

HAWAII OKINAWA CENTER. 
$10.00 PER PERSON 

FOR TICKETS CALL 

CALVIN NAKAMA- 485-8413; 224-7374 
OR 

FAYE MARUISHI - 753-0738 
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HUOA VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE SCORES FOR RADFORD H.S. 
by Ken Johnson (Kuba Rosei Kai) 

The front of the Radford High School gymnasium 
is sporting a fresh coat of whjte paint, and the 
portable classroom the coaches use as a meeting 
room is looking bright and cheery, thanks to 
HUOA's Mixed Volleyball League. 

On April 22, league members, who play their 
games at the Radford gym, .came prepared to use 

· their muscles not only to play volleyball, but also 
to paint the front of the gym and the coaches' 
meeting room. Using materials dQnated by Young 
Brothers, Ltd. and Max Shinkawa of Ginowan Shijin 
Kai, about 50 volunteers spent time painting 
before or after their games. Some players painted 

· both before and after their games. The work start
ed at 8:30 a.m. and wrapped up at 3 p.m. 

This kind of community service isn't new to the 
league, which has been playing its games at the 
Radford gym for the last few years . Two years ago 
the league's Board of Directors began talking 
about doing sorhe type of community service proj
ect to give back to the school. The players recalled 

Response to the effort was overwhelming. School officials were very appreciative, 
and for the volunteers, it was as much fun as it was work. Channel 2 News came 

HUOA Volleyball League members (from left) Morris Uehara, Kurt Uyehara and 
Leah Chang got in a few laughs while painting the coaches meeting room at 
Radford High School. 

out to ·shoot video of us working for their "shaka" 
segment.at the end of the newscast. State Sen. 
Norman Sakamoto, who represents the Aliamanu 
area, came out _to thank us and to talk story. It was 

, one of those things that when finished you could 
look at and feel good about. 

When this year's season rolled around in 
January, the league addressed the prospect of 
doing another community service project for the 
school. In di_scussions with Radford High School 
athletic director Eddie Maruyama, he mentioned 
two projects that he thought the·teague could 
take on: We could either paint the front of the 

· gymnasium that sported multiple shades of white 
paint from years of repainting only sections at a 
time, or we could paint the portable building that 
the Radford coaches use as a meeting room. Even 
though Mr. Maruyama asked us to do one or the 
other, the league decided to do both. 

television news stories about the deteriorating state of the Wrestling Training 

"I really appreciate the job they have done for us 
this year and in the past. The painting looked like 

it was done by professionals, not just a volleyball crew," he said.
Room. So, the players and their family members and friends pitched in and painted · 
the room. 

Ippei nihei deebiru to everyone who masked, painted, cleaned up - and 
laughed. You all made light and fun work of a big project 

SUMMIT, STORYTELLING FEST: MISSION ACCOMPLISHED 
·ft was history in the making - an opportunity for 

the people who drive the Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association, who are the wind beneath the wings of 
any success enjoyed by the organization to pause for a 
moment and reflect on the role their individual clubs 
play in terms of 

· their own self
identity and also 
in shaping the 
future of the · 
HUOA. 

overcome in order to remain strong. He said the infor
mation gathered from the summit will provide a foun
dation to move forward. 

"Much hard work remains ahead, but we now have 
some consensus on what direction we must go in," 

Toyama said. "We 
need to continue 
reinforcing what was 
learned today and to 
impress it upon a 
wider audience so 
that the momentum 
.generated will not 
falter." 

"Our Clubs, Our 
Future" was a fit
ting theme for the 
April 28 "Summit" 
held in the Teruya 
Pavilion of the 
Hawaii Okinawa 
Center. "We were 
very pleased with 
the participation 
of the young peo
ple," said HUOA 
President Jimmy 

Hui Okinawa member Andrew Gushiken shares a thought at the Summit. 

He said HUOA 
needs to establish a 
"club development" 
thrust so that sup-
port for the clubs 
remains a central 
focus - and so that 
the words, "our 
clubs, our future" 
will continue to have 

Iha. He said they seemed genuinely concerned about 
the future of HUOA. "I think we planted the seeds and 
we need to follow up with activities.'' 

Summit organizer and HUOA Administration 
Committee chair Jimmy Toyama concurred. "What was 
particularly pleasing was the great numbers of young 
people who attended and actively participated." He 
said consultant Dan Watanabe's "historicizing" exercise 
helped the attendees place HUOA's past successes in a 

· historical context. That also helped thein understand 
what historical forces are currently impacting HUOA 
and the member clubs, and what challenges must be 

10% OFF 
on 
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Free Brake Inspection 
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• CV Boots 

· • Performance Parts & Accessories 

meaning. 
Less than two weeks later, the HUOA held its second 

50th anniversary project: a Storytelling Festival at the 
Hawaii Okinawa Center with the theme, "Building 
Bridges of Aloha." The May 9-11 festival attracted 
about 1,000 people from diverse ethnic and cultural 
backgrounds. It was aimed at reaching out to the larger 
Hawai'i community and connecting between genera
tions and cultures through storytelling. The festival 
was also a gift of aloha from HUOA to the people of 
Hawai'i for the support Uchinanchu have received since 
their arrival just over a century ago. 

The six storytellers swept the audience away to dif
ferent places and times: Karen Yamamoto Hackler. 
shared Japanese . folk tales, Woody Fern told tales of old 
Hawai'i, Nyla Ching-Fujii passed on legends of Pearl 
Harbor and haunting Pele stories, Dann Seki shared 
Okinawan folk tales and Bamboo Ridge adaptations, 
Maki a Malo told chicken skin tales of living among the 
spirits in the isolated leprosy settlement at Kalaupapa, 
and Marie Solomon passed on spiritually powerful sto
ries from her native Kohala on the Big Island. 

Each evening's program began with cultural enter
tainment at the entrance to the Teruya Pavilion, fol
lowed by a "call" into the hall by a thunderous taiko 
performance by the Ryukyu Kobudo Taiko - Hawaii 
Shibu. 

· ''All of the storytellers expressed their delight in 
being invited to be a part ofthe Storytelling Festival," 

Ph: 596-7732 Kenneth Tamashiro, Ptesldent said festival chair Jimmy Toyama, who hopes that the 
765 QUEEN STREET • HONOLULU, HI 96813 Stor.ytelling Festival will become a regular activity of 

the HOOA. 
'':Audience comments indicated that the storytellers 

a·nd the stories they told touched the audience in a 
positive way. Some felt that bridges were indeed built 
be,tween generations and cultures," he added. "Most 
importantly, people commented that they got the idea 
that we are all one people tied together in our funda
mental humanity." 

Marie Solomon shared stories from her native Kohala on the Big 
Island. 

Dancers from the Myung Woo Dan Dance Studio perform 
''Arirang" on the.first night of the Storytelling Festival 
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MAMORU MIYAGI TO PERFORM AT OKINAWAN FESTIVAL 
by Karleen C. Chinen (Bito Doshi Kai) 

I loved his song, "Mifayu" long before I ever knew 
that the composition, lyrics and voice belonged to the 
man who will headline the' Okinawa talent at this year's 
Okinawan Festival, set for Labor Day weekend, Sept. 1 
and 2, at the Kapiolani Park bandstand. · 

Yaeyama native Mamoru Miyagi is making his musical 
mark on Okinawa and mainland Japan. According to 
Festival co-chair Gladys Tokunaga-Asao, Miyagi has 
committed to performing both days at this year's festi
val (time yet to be announced). His Okinawan Festival 
appearance will mark the popu!ar singer's international· 
debut. 

Miyagi, who is in his late 30s, was born in Tonoshiro, 
Ishigaki City. After graduating from Yaeyama High 
School, he left lshigaki to work as a "salaryman" in 
Naha City. In his spare time, Miyagi pursued his love 
for music, penning tunes in his native Yaeyama dialect 
and in Uchinaaguchi about his beloved island home, 
Yaeyama, and the parents and grandparents he left 
behind . . 

One of the tunes he recorded on his first CD -
released in 1998 -was "Yaima," which speaks long
ingly of missing the ocean and mountains of his home
land. The tune reached the ears of an Okinawan com
muter airliner which wanted to use it in its commer
cials. 

According to Restaurant Kariyushi owner and popular 
karaoke sensei Steve Yamada - who also was born in 
Yaeyama - Miyagi wrote "Yaima" eight years ago after 
his father became ill. With only his mother to care for 
him, Miyagi wrote and recorded "Yaima." He sent her a 
tape of the song, apologizing for not being able to 
help her care for his father. He asked his mother to 
play the song for his father, who was taken by the 
tune. When Miyagi's father died three years later, a 

recording of the song was placed in his casket. 
Miyagi's career has taken off. He quit his "salaryman" 

job to pursue a full-time musical career that got an 
added boost when popular Japanese singing star Sen 

Masao recorded two of his tunes, "Yaima" and "Mifayu." 
Also featured on the "Yaima" CD which he recorded 

with the group "Jaiman," is a moving tune titled 
"Churamiyabi" which he wrote for his young daughter, 
expressing his hope that she will grow up to be a good 
person. 

Miyagi now lives in Kin Cho with his wife, Sumiko -

a piano teacher - and their daughter. Sumiko Miyagi 
plays piano on his "Yaima" CD, which features tradi
tional Okinawan and western instruments. Miyagi 
recently released his second CD on the Tokuma Japan· 
label. In his spare time, Miyagi visits schools, teaching 
children how to play sanshin. 

So, you ask, how was HUOA able to connect with 
such an incredible talent as Mamoru Miyagi? 

You may recall that in May of last year, NHK beamed 
one of its Nodojiman programs from Hawai'i in celebra
tion of the centennial of Okinawan immigration to 
Hawai'i. One of the contestants was karaoke enthusiast 
Charles Asao (yes, Gladys' husband), who sang the 
song, "Yaima." When the Nodojiman program aired in 
Japan, Mamoru Miyagi's mother happened to be watch
ing the program in Ishigaki. The proud and excited 
mother called her son in Kin Cho. "Quick, turn on your 
lV; someone is singing 'Yaima,"' she said. (Well, some
thing to that effect.) Miyagi then called NHK to find out 
who the man was. NHK didn't know off the bat, but 
promi_sed to call their contact in Hawai'i, Steve Yamada, 
to find out. The rest is history. 

When HUOA PresidentJimmy Iha, 2000 president 
Albert Miyasato, Gladys Tokunaga-Asao and Dexter 
Teruya traveled to Okinawa earlier this year to thank 
the people of Okinawa for supporting our centennial, 
Mamoru Miyagi came to meet our HUOA team. When 
they returned, Gladys had locked up the Okinawa head
liner for this year's festival. 

Mamoru and Sumiko Miyagi will be bringing a group 
of musicians to Hawai'i for the Festival. You won't want 
to miss this great talent. 

For information on Mamoru Miyagi's "Yaima" CD, call 
Gladys Tokunaga-Asao at 832-0823. lppe nihei deebiru to 
Steve Yamada Sensei and Albert "Doc Al" Miyasato for their 
assistance in translating the Japanese language materials. 

2001 FESTIVAL HOTEL SURVEY SHEET 

To assist our members in obtaining the best possible rates for accommodations during the 2001 Okinawan Festival, HUOA contacted several 
hotels in Waikiki. Here are the responses we received. All rates reflected are subject to change and do not reflect appropriate taxes. 

NAME OF HOTEL ADDRESS RATE 

Aston at the Waikiki Banyan 201 Ohua Ave. $94+ 

Aston Pacific Monarch Hotel 2427 Kuhio Ave. $70/$80 

Aston Waikiki Circle Hotel 2464 Kalakaua Ave. $88+ 

Aston Waikiki Grand 134 Kapahulu Ave. $55+ 

Aston Waikiki Sunset 229 Paoakalani Ave. $99+ 

Ewa Hotel Waikiki 2555 Cartwright Rd. $50 

Ocean Resort Hotel Waikiki 175 Paoakalani Ave. $58 - 63 

Park Shore Hotel 2586 Kalakaua Ave $80 

Queen Kapiolani Hotel 150 Kapahulu Ave. $64+ 

Waikiki Marc 2425 Kuhio Ave. $59 

Waikiki Prince Hotel 2431 Prince Edward St. 

Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort 2552 Kalakaua Ave. $89 

PARKING 

$5 daily 

$10 daily 

$9 daily 

$8 daily 

$7 daily 

$6 daily/ 
limited 

$7 daily 

DESCRIPTION (Note: Please ask for Okinawan Festival Rate, when indicated) 

Kamaaina Rate, One bedroom suites with full kitchen, up to 5 persons. 
Air, rice cooker, microwave, pool, tennis court. Call 1-800-321-2558. 

Okinawan Festival Rate, Studio ($70) One Bedroom ($80). Pool, jacuzzi and sauna. 
Reservations call 923-9805, must ask for Okinawan Festival rate. 

Kamaaina Rate, across Waikiki Beach walking distance from Kapiolani Park. Air, refrig
erator, lanai. 1V Reservations call 1-800-321-2558. 

Kamaaina Rate, located across Honol_ulu Zoo. Recently renovated. Air, refrigerator, 
pool, restaurants Reservations call 1-800-321-2558. 

Kamaaina Rate, one and two-bedroom suites with full kitchen. Air, Pool, Sauna, Tennis 
Court, BBQ Reservations call 1-800-321-2558 

Studio Superior. Okinawan Festival Rate. All other rooms offered at Kamaaina Rate 
standard $57.50, Deluxe $82.50, One Bedroom $112.50. Located 5 minutes from 
Kapiolani Park, Coffee and cookies available 7-9 a.m. 2nd fir. Call 922-1677 for 
reservations, must ask for Okinawan Festival Rate for. $50 room rate. 

Kamaaina Rate. $58 (moderate) for 1-2 persons; $63 (superior) for 1-4 persons. Superior 
room has kitchenette. 2 pools, TV, air conditioner. Call (808) 922-4671 or 1-800-367-2317. 

$7.50 daily Okinawan Festival Rate, single or double occupancy. Complimentary welcome juices, TV, 
pool, five minutes from Park. Reservations call 923-0411 or .1-800-367-2377. 

$8 daily Kamaaina Rate, Children under 17 sharing room w/ parents at no charge. Pool, air, refrig
erator. Located across from Zoo. Reservations call 922-4671. 

$10 daily Okinawan Festival Rate. Pool, sauna, jacuzzi, air, kitchen available. Two blocks from beach. 

$45+ 
$5 daily 
Limited, 
need to 
reserve 

Reservations call 1-808-922-7777. 

Double Room $45; Economy Room w/kitchenette $50; Standard Room w/kitchenette $55. 
Air, TV, 5 to 10 minute walk to Kapiolani Park. Double Occupancy ($6 for each additional 
person). Reservations call 922-1544. 

$10 daily Kamaaina Rate. Located one, block from Zoo. Pool, air, tennis courts. 
Reservations call 1-800-367-5370. 
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AN EXPERIEN·CE OF A LIFETIM·E 
by Lynn Miyashiro (Urasoe Shijin Kai) 
2000 Geidai Scholarship Recipient 

"You're going to Okinawa," said the voice on 
the phone. 

''Are you serious? No way! Are you for real?" I 
asked. 

"Yes, I'm serious, you're going to Okinawa. You 
got the scholarship," said the voice once more. 

The voice belonged to Gary Honda, Executive 
Director of the Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association. He said ·Shigeko Asato, who coordi
nated the scholarship applications for HUOA, had 
called him from Okinawa to relay the news. 

Months earlier, I had mixed_ feelings about even 
applying for the year-long scholarship 
to study Okinawan dance at Geidai, 
the Okinawa Prefectural College of 
Arts. I submitted my application more 
to appease my dad than anything else. 
I was reluctant to apply for the schol
arship for several reasons, two of the 
main ones being that I was already 
working - and it had been 10 years 
since I danced. I was also concerned 
about my students: Hawai'i's school 
year ends in June, while the school 
year in Okinawa starts in April. If I was 
selected for the scholarship, I would 
have to leave my students one quarter 
before the end of the school year. 

apartment was too small, but since I ended up 
spending so much time at my relative's house or 
at lessons, all I really did was sleep there. So the 
size of the apartment was no problem. 

Over the next few days, Hirata-san from Geidai 
helped me and the other ryuugakusei - Ezequiel 
Hokama from Argentina, Carlos Odo from Peru 
and Yuko Yamauchi from Los Angeles - get set
tled at Geidai and acquainted with Okinawa. We 
registered for classes at Geidai and applied at the 
municipal office for our alien registration card. 
Hirata-san also took us to the bank, where we 
opened an account with only 10 yen - just about 
10 cents - and an inkan (name stamp).
Interestingly, you can have a bank account with 

Choichi Terukina Sensei's dojo (school), fue. les
sons at Kiyoyuki Owan Sensei's dojo, and karate 
lessons at Takeshi Miyagi Sensei's dojo. I took the 
beginner-level tests for sanshin and fue - and 
passed - and also performed karate in a matsuri 
(festival). 

I really enjoyed learning from these teachers 
because they were all very encouraging. I learned 
not only what I went to their dojo for, but so 
many other things about Okinawa as well, 
because they would talk about why everything 
was the way it was. Each time they shared some
thing about those topics, I wished I understood 
more Japanese because what I walked away with 
was about half of what they shared. Because of 

them, I experienced so many things 
that I would not have been able to 
had I not been in Okinawa. 

"I can't believe it!" I thought to 
myself after I hung up the phone. I 
didn't know if I was happy or not: Not 
knowing whether I would be selected 

My ryuugakusei friends: Ezequiel Hokama, Carlos Odo, Yuko Yamauchi and myself (front left). 

I spent most of my weekends at a 
relatjve's house rather than at my 
apartment. Spending time with them 
and getting to know these people 
who had beeh just names and pic
tures to me in Hawai 'i kept me from 
feeling homesick. For my uncle's 73rd 
birthday, I played sanshin while 
another relative played koto. I was a 
little nervous because I was the only 
sanshin, but it turned out okay. My 
relatives from both my mother's and 
father's sides of the family took great 
care of me during my entire stay in 
Okinawa. The strengthened family 
bonds that once again stretch across 
the Pacific Ocean is one of the most 

for the scholarship was good, because I didn't 
have to make a decision. But after receiving the 
news, I had a lot to consider. In hindsight, I think 
I really wanted to go, no matter what. It was just 
a matter of convincing myself that it was okay. As 
I talked to people close to me, it became clear 
that everything would work out even if I went to 
Okinawa. 

All of my concerns: my students, my teaching 
position, course work for a PDE (Professional 
Diploma in Education) - would I be able to sur
vive classes in Okinawa? All that melted away 
with each soul-searching discussion I had. Other 
teachers...said my students would be fine. The 
principal offered me a leave of absence. The 
instructor for the PDE course said I could contin
ue my class over the Internet. Many people told 
me not to worry about the language barrier, that I 
would somehow_ survive in my classes. With all 
that support and encouragement behind me and 
after lots of my own consideration, I accepted the 
scholarship. A little over a month later, I was in 
Okinawa. 

Alyce Nakama, the Ryudai (University of the 
Ryukyus) scholarship recipient, and I traveled 
together from Hawai'i. We were met by relatives 
and Asato-san, who took care of getting the ryuu
gakusei, or foreign students, settled. After a late 
night dinner With my relatives and a quick trip to 
Family Mart (a convenience store) to pick up 
essentials, I moved into my apartment. The six
tatami mat living area with kitchenette, shower/ 
bathroom, and lanai was small, but adequate. 
With the kitchenette, the living area measured 
about 9 feet by 27 feet. At first, I thought the 

nothing to put in it. Also interesting was the fact 
that people don't sign their signature for official 
paperwork; everything is stamped with their 
inkan. 

Classes started almost two weeks after I arrived 
in Okinawa. My classes infunsouhou (hair styling), 
sanshin,fue (flute), taiko, and odori (dance) were 
held once a week for 90 
minutes, while Japanese 
class was held daily for 
90 minutes. During the 
second semester I added 
kokyuu (played with a 
bow) to my schedule. 

Ezequiel, Carlos, Yuko 
and I saw each other 
every day - and practi
cally every night - dur-

. ing the first few months; 
we became very good 
friends. Having each 
other really helped us 
get accustomed to life 
away from our famili_es, 
friends and our home 

treasured possessions I brought back from 
Okinawa. 

Many people said that the year would go by 
quickly. For me, it just flew by. By the time sum
mer vacation came along, we had all just gotten 
the hang of being in Okinawa: knowing which bus 
to catch; what days different types of trash would 

countries. Although in the Iparticipated in the Naha Matsuri Parade down Kokusai Dori with people from Terukina Sensei's dojo. 
beginning we had a hard 
time communicating with each other (Ezequiel 
and Carlos spoke Spanish and some Japanese) -
with a little Japanese, Spanish, English and ges
tures, we communicated just fine. Yuko was a 
tremendous help to me in class because she under
stood quite a bit of Japanese so she could explain 
a lot of things that the teachers were saying. 

Outside of school, I went to sanshin lessons at 

be picked up: recyclable, combustible, and non
combustible; and the location of the 100-yen stores. 
By winter vacation, I realized that there were only 
three months left and then it would be time to go 
home. There was so much I wanted to do before 
going home, and I'm happy that I managed to 
accomplish so much in that short period of time. 

Before leaving Hawai'i, many people told me 



. 

AN EXPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME (continued) 

that after being in Okinawa, I wouldn't want to come back to Hawai'i. That 
was so true! Like many other Sansei and Yonsei who have gone to Okinawa to 
study Japanese or Okinawan culture, there is a fascination that makes it hard 
to return to Hawai'i. I met two former scholarship recipients who have not 
returned to their home countries - one who went to Okinawa three years 
ago, and the other who has been there for five years now. Although I was in 
Okinawa for an entire year, there are still many things I want to see and do. I 
know that one day I would like to return to Okinawa. 

Saying good-bye to everyone was the hardest thing I had to do in Okinawa. 
I was surprised that so many of my friends and relatives came to the airport. I 
was happy to see them one last time,. but it made parting so much harder. 
After many tearful hugs and good-byes, my mom, dad, sister and I passed 
through the x-ray machine and headed for the .boarding gates. 

Roasting marshmallows with Sachiyo and Ayako lshimine. 

EPILOGUE 
Soon after returning from Okinawa, Grant Murata, Sensei of the Afuso-ryu 

Gensei Kai asked me to play the fue for the Hooge Kai, Yoshiko Nakasone 
Dance Academy's recital because their regular fue player, June Nakama, was 
dancing in the recital. This was an excellent opportunity for me to dive into 
the geino (performing arts) community here in Hawai'i. I knew about four of 
the 20 songs in the program, so I worked hard to learn the rest of them. 

Since returning, I've also begun studying sanshin with Murata Sensei and 
the Afuso-ryu Gensei Kai. For now, sanshin and Jue are the only practices I can 
fit into my schedule so I plan to continue my Okinawan cultural enrichment 
th rough those two instruments. 

Lynn Miyashiro, 29, is the daughter of George andjoyce Miyashiro of Wahiawa. 
The Miyashiros are active members of Urasoe Shijin Kai. Lynn will return to class
room teaching at Waianae Elementary School in late July. 
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GOVERNOR INAMINE SPENDS "R&R'' TIME AT HOC 

HUOA President jimmy Iha and Governor Keiichi lnamine with the beautiful lacquer tray presented 
to HUOA by the Governor. Pictured with them are HUOA president-elect Gladys Tokunaga-Asao and 
immediate past president Albert Miyasato. 

Okinawa Governor Keiichi lnamine took in some "R&R" - rest and relaxation 
- time in Hawai'i in late May following a whirlwind 11-day trip to the continental 
U.S. The Governor began his mission in Washington, D.C., where he met with U.S. 
State Department officials, including calls on Secretary of State Colin Powell and 
Deputy Secretary Richard Armitage. He also met with U.S. Sen. Daniel K. Inouye 
and Congressman Neil Abercrombie, former U.S. Ambassador to Japan Thomas 
Foley, and military leaders for discussions on base issues. 

lnamine then flew to New York City for meetings aimed at diversifying 
Okinawa's economy. From New York, the Governor and his 10-member entourage 
- plus reporters from Okinawa - flew to San Jose for more business meetings, 
and then to Los Angeles, where he met with members of the Okinawa Association 
of America (L.A.'s Okinawan organization). 

The Governor spent about a day-and-a-half in Honolulu, where he met with mil
itary officials at CINCPAC and dined with Consul General of Japan Minoru Shibuya. 
Prior to leaving Okinawa, he had requested some informal time with HUOA mem
bers and officers. A reception was held May 24 at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. 
(Governor Inamine was last in Hawai'i in January 2000 for the opening program of 
the Okinawan Centennial Celebration.) 

lnamine arrived comfortably dressed in a wine-colored European-collar shirt. He 
took time to mingle with people, visiting each table where he chit-chatted with 
club members. "I think it was the first time he had a chance to just relax," 
observed HUOA President Jimmy Iha. 

When it was time to leave, the Governor stepped not into a stretch limousine, 
but boarded a Robert's Hawaii mini-bus with his entourage and the Okinawa 
media for the ride back to Waikiki. Shortly after noon the next day, he was on his 
way back to Okinawa .

A smile and a final 
handshake with HUOA 

President j immy Iha -
and Governor lnamine 

was enroute back to 
Waikiki . 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
July 3: HUOA Program Committee meeting. 7 p.m. @ HOC. 
July 4: Hawaii Okinawa Center closed for Independence Day holiday. 
July 4: Hui Okinawa picnic and eisa cultural bon dance. 9 a.m.-10:30 p.m. 

@ Mooheau Park Grandstand in Hilo. 
July 7: "Tanabata Star: A Family Festival," sponsored by the Japanese Cultural 

Center of Hawaii UCCH) and TEMARI: Center for Asian and Pacific Arts. 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. @ JCCH (2454 S. Beretania St.). Ryukyu Kobudo Taiko
Hawaii Shibu performs at 9:30 a.m. Free admission. 

July 8: Communication and Information Committee meeting. 2 p.m .. @ HOC. 
July 10: HUOA Executive Council_ meeting. Officials from the Third Worldwide 

Uchinanchu Festival in Okinawa will present information on the Taikai. 
7 p.m. @ HOC (Teruya Pavilion). 

July 11: Flower arrangement class, 7 p.m. @ HOC. 
July 18: Okinawan Festival meeting. 7 p.m. @HOC. 
July 18: Uchinaaguchi class. 7 p.m. @ HOC. 
July 23: HUOA Administration Committee meeting. 7 p.m. @ HOC. 
July 3-1: Karaoke Club. 6:30 p.m. @ HOC. 
Aug. 5: "Dento No Hibiki -The Mighty Sounds of Tradition." 10th anniversary 

recital of the Ryukyu Kobudo Taiko-HawaiiShibu. 1 p.m.@ HOC (Teruya 
Pavilion). Admission. 

Aug. 7: HUOA Program Committee meeting. 7 p.m. @ HOC. 
' Aug. 8: · Flower arrangement class. 7 p.m.@ HOC. 
Aug. 10: Registration deadline for Hui Alu's second annual Kauai Open Okinawan 

Golf Tournament @ Wailua Municipal Golf Course. $65 entry fee covers 
green fees, cart and awards luncheon. Call Royce Ebesu at 822-4341. 

Aug. 12: Hu_i Makaala scholarship awards banquet. 11 :30 a.m. @ Ala Moana Hotel, 
Hibiscus Rm. 1. 

. 

Aug. 12: Communication and lnformatiqn Committee meeting. 2 p.m. @ _HOC. 
Aug. 13: Formal dedication of the Goro Hokama Post Office Building.'10 a.m. 

@ the post office in Lanai City. 
Aug. 14: HUOA Executive Council meeting. 7 p.m.@ HOC (Higa Building). 
Aug. 15: Okinawan Festival meeting. 7 p.m. @ HOC. 
Aug._ 15: Uchinaaguchi class. 7 p.m. @ HOC. 
Aug. 17: Hawaii Okinawa Center closed for Admissions Day holiday. 
Aug. 17: Okinawan cultural program at City's Cultural Heritage Series. 6 p.m. 

@ Honolulu Hale. 
Aug. 18: Hui Okinawa.Summer Festival in Hilo. 8 a.m.-4 p.m. in .the Sangha Hall 

@ Hilo Hongwanji Mission. 
Aug. 18: Hui Alu's second annual Kauai Open Okinawan Golf Tournament. Shotgun 

start at 7 a.m. @ Wailua Municipal Golf Course. 
Aug. 20: HUOA Board of Directors meeting: 7 p.m. @ HOC (Teruya Pavilion). 

Aug. 23: Festival vegetable deaning, 3:30-7 p.m. @ Food Solutions International 
(report to HOC). Konbu tying, 7 p.m. @ HOC (Teruya Pavilion). 

Aug. 26: Festival pots and pans cleaning. 8 a.m.@ HOC
Aug. 27: HUOA Administration Committee meeting. 7 p.m. @ HOC. 
Aug. 28: Karaoke Club. 6:30 p.m. @ HOC. 

"HAWAII OKINAWA TODAY" 
(HOT) SCHEDULE 

. 

The following is the tentative program schedule for "Hawaii Okinawa Today" 
through September. "Hawaii Okinawa Today" is a production of the HUOA video _ 
team. Programs air Wednesday evenings from 7 to 8 p.m. on 'Olelo: The Corporation 
for Community Television (Oceanic Cable channel 52). _ 

The latest schedule information on "Hawaii Okinawa Today" programs is available 
on the HUOA's website - www.huoa.org - or by tuning in to Keiko Ura's radio pro
gram on KZOO on Sundays from 4:30 to 5 p.m. 

For more information on the HUOA video team or "Hawaii Okinawa Today" pro
grams, call Henry lsara at 595-2773, or e-mail him_ at henryisara@hawaii.rr.com 

July 4: Repeat showing of "Leilani's Hibiscus" - Hawai'i premiere of Uchinanchu 
playwright Jon Shirota's bittersweet love story (stagedJuly 14, 2000 at 
Kumu Katiua Theatre); also to be shown:_ congratulations dinner for 
Choichi Terukina Sensei of the Afuso-ryu Gensei Kai of Okinawa on being 
named a National living Treasure of Japan (held June 7, 2000 at Natsunoya 
Teahouse). 

July 11: Repeat showing of Kauai Okinawan Dance Festival (held Apr. 18 & 19, 2000 
on Kaua'i). 

July 18: Mini Tsunahiki (held July 16, 2000 at Ala Moana Park). 

July 25: Repeat showing of Part 3 of the Hawaii Okinawa Center 10th anniversary 
celebration (held June 10, 2000 at the HOC). 

Aug. 1: Part 1 of the Year 2000 Okinawan Festival (held Sept. 2 & 3. 2000 at 
Kapiolani Park) .. 

Aug. 8:_ Part 2 ofthe Year 2000 Okinawan Festival. 

Aug. 15: Part 2 of"Chuhisa Na - Fulfilling Dreams, One Step at a Time." 
Tamagusuku Ryu Senju Kai Frances Nakachi Ryubu Dojo's first recital 
(held May 13, 2000 at the Hawaii Theatre). 

Aug. 22: Part 3 of the Year 2000 Okinawan Festival. 

Aug. 29: Part 4. of the Year 2000 Okinawan Festival. 

Sept. 5: Part2 of the Okinawa-to-Hawaii leg ofthe Kin Town "Voyage of 
!lediscovery" (held July 1-15, 2000). · 

Sept. 12: Repeat showing of "Ukaji Deebiru"- Hui Makaala-HUOA Fashion Show 
(held Oct. 22, 2000 at the Sheraton_Waikiki Hotel). 

Sept. 19: Akira Sakima Testimonial Dinner by Kokua Kalihi Valley (held May 7, 2000 
at the Dole Cannery Ballroom); also Imperial decoration presentation to 
Akira Sakima by Consul General Minoru Shibuya (held Nov. 28, 2000 at the 
Japanese Consulate). 

Sept. 26: Yoshiko Nakasone dance perfomance (heldJuly29, 2000 at UH-Manoa's 
Orvis Auditorium) 

ALL PROGRAMS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

Featuring creative menus ranging from_ Hawaiian & Local-Style 

foods to Exquisite Prime Rib Buffets, the professional staff at A 

Catered Experience will make your event one that will leave lasting 

impressions for you and your guests. We work with your needs and 

budget in mind to create a menu that is perfect for your event. 

As the exclusive caterers to The Legacy Ballroom at the Hawaii 

Okinawa Center we have the perfect setting for special occasions. 

We will go where you need us to be and are available for: 

• On-site Delivery 

• Company Picnics 

• Meetings 

• Birthday Parties 

If you are looking for value, great food & service call 

• Graduations 

• Baby Showers 

• Any event with 

food! 

A Catered Experience at 677-7744. 


