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JAMES IHA -INSTALLED AS 2001 HUOA PRESIDENT 
by Karleen LChinen 

Cheery faces and the fragrant scent of flower lei 
filled the air as nearly 1,000 Uchinanchu and 
Uchinanchu-at-heart came together at the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center on Jan. 20, to celebrate the installa
tion of James Iha as president of the Hawaii United 
Okinawa Association - and to thank outgoing 
President Albert Miyasato for leading HUOA through a 
memorable year filled with activities marking the cen-
tennial of Okinawan immigration to Hawai'i. They were 
also there to cheer on the Year 2000 "Uchinanchu of 
the Year." 

I 

The opportunity to · preside over "all of these exciting 
and invigorating experiences was truly an honor for 
me," said 'Doc Al'in his message. He thanked the many 
people and organiza
tions who supported 
not only the centennial 
activities, but his 
administration's pro
grams, centered 
around the theme, 
"Shike ya Chode (One 
World; One People)." 
(Doc Al's outgoing mes
sage can be read in its 
entirety on page 2;) 

And then it was time 
to pass on the reigns of 
leadership to Jimmy 

• Executive Secretary: Jane Tateyama (Club Motobu) 
• Assistant Executive Secretary: Gerrie Nakamura 

(Wahiawa Okinawa Kyoyu Kai and Chatan Sonjin Kai) 
• Japanese Language Secretary: Chikako Nago 

(Young Okinawans of Hawaii) 
• Treasurer: Douglas Miyasato (Aza Yogi Doshi Kai) 
• Assistant Treasurer: Jane Okamura (Hawaii Shuri 

Naha Club) 
• Advisors: Dorothy Shiroma Hoe (Hui O Laulima, 

Gaza Yonagusuku Doshi Kai and Nishihara Chojin 
Kai), Roy Kaneshiro and George Uyema (Chatan 
Sonjin Kai), Ken Kiyabu (Yagaji Doshi Kai), Henry 
Uyeshiro (Onna Sonjin Kai) and Maurice 
Yamasato (Haneji Club). 

"Yui Nu Kukuru - Uchinanchu Spirit with Hearts 
Together" will guide Iha's year as president. He said 

the spirit of "Yui 
Nu Kukuru" was 
practiced by the 
lssei who · 
instilled it in 
their children. 
"It was further 
embellished 
with fellowship 
through songs 
and dances and 
displays of 
respect and · 
compassion 
toward all peo
ple," said Iha. Iha, a member of 

Chatan Sonjin Kai and 
Wahiawa Okinawa 
Kyoyu Kai. State Sen. 

2001 President Jimmy Iha and his fellow officers take their oath of office. 

"I can still 
recall very vivid
ly the wonderful 

times my Issei parents had singing and dancing with 
their fellow Uchinanchus. How my mother brought 
sushi to her non-Japanese neighbors and friends during 
New Year's and -other festive events. How she prepared 
chicken soup for our neighbors who were ill to nurse 
them to good health. I am sure that most of the Nisei 

Jan Yagi Buen, whose grandparents emigrated from 
Chatan, Okinawa, installed the 2001 officers. Serving 
with President Iha will be: 

• President-elect: Gladys Tokunaga-Asao 
(Tamagusuku Club) 

• Vice Presidents: Keith M. Kaneshiro (Aza Gushikawa 
Doshi Kai, Kochinda Ctiojin Kai and Hui Makaala), 
George Tamashiro (Wahiawa Okinawa Kyoyu Kai) 
and Karen Shishido (Hui Makaala) 

. present today as well as the older Sansei can recall 
many other incidents when our lssei displayed their 
compassion toward other people .... Remembering 
our ancestors, I hope all of you will embraceour 
theme - 'Yui Nu Kukuru - Uchinanchu Spirit with 
Hearts Together."' 

Jimmy Iha was the tenth child born to Sonkyu Iha 
from Chatan and his wife Kame, from Yomitan. He has 
been president of both chatan Sonjin iai and Wahiawa 
Okinawa Kyoyu Kai, both of which recognized him as 
their "Uchinanchu of the Year." He is also an active 
member of Wahiawa Hongwanji Mission. A retired edu
cator, he served as principal of Kaunakakai Elementary, 
Molokai High, Wheeler Intermediate and Leilehua High 
School. After retiring as an administrator, he returned 
to the DOE as a program and educational specialist 
with the DOE's Central Oahu District. 

Iha also retired from the U.S. Army as a colonel after 
serving 28 years with the Hawaii Army National Guard 
and the :U.S. Army Reserves. He is also a Vietnam War 
veteran. He also served as interim executive secretary 
of the Oahu Interscholastic Association and as director 

. of the Hawaii Army National Guard Youth Challenge 
Program. 

Jimmy and Marian Iha have two sons, Derek and 
Daniel, a daughter-in-law Karen, and _two grandchil
dren, Oerren and Kadee. Iha's older brother, the late 
Peter Iha, served as HUOA's 1975-76 president: 

Iha said he hopes HUOA members will take an active 

role in preserving the Okinawan legacy and the bright 
and promising future it holds - "a future where our 
multigenerational membership will understand and 
appreciate our cultural heritage, which in turn will help 
us to better appreciate and understand our multiethnic 
society in Hawaii, our nation and world." 

The Yui Nu Kukuru Chorus directed by Nago Club member Betty Higa. 

The new president extended his appreciation and 
gratitude to the "Uchinanchu of the Year" honorees 
who were also recognized that evening. "Through their 
dedication and commitment, they have not only assist
ed their individual clubs but the Hawaii United 
Okinawa Association as well. We must always remem
ber that the success of HUOA is highly dependent upon 
the strength and effectiveness of our member associa" 
tions," Iha said. (See "Uchinanchu of the Year" on pages 6 
and 7) 

Congratulatory messages were offered by Lt. Gov. 
Mazie Hirono, Honolulu Mayor Jeremy Harris, Consul 
General of Japan Minoru Shibuya, and United Japanese 
Society of Hawaii president Ken Saiki. Lt. Gov. Hirono 
thanked HUOA and the Uchinanchu community for 
their hard work in organizing last year's centennial 
tribute to the Okinawan immigrant pioneers and the 
legacy they left. "It's been an incredible year and I want 
to congratulate HUOA." She .thanked HUOA for involv
ing her in so many of the centennial activities. "Thank 
you for making it a year of celebration for everyone," 
she said . 

HUOA vice president-George Tamashiro delivered 
Mayor Harris' message; he had to leave early due to 
another engagement. He said Mayor Harris appreciated 
the partnership the city enjoyed with HUOA during the 
centennial year. 

Consul General Shibuya, who assumed his Hawai'i 
post a few months ago, said he was impressed by his 
first visit to the Hawaii Okinawa Center. "I'm very 
impressed, not just by this beautiful building,_ but by 
the turn-out tonight." He offered his congratulations 
on a successful centennial celebration. Shibuya said 
Japan is aware of the strong ties between Hawai'i and 
Okinawa and welcomes programs like the Obuchi 
Okinawa Education and Research Program. 

UJSH president Ken Saiki said the entire community 
gained a better appreciation of the Okinawan culture 
as a result of the centennial celebration. "We appreci
ate HUOA's support of the United Japanese Society of 
Hawaii," he said. 

Karii toasts were offered by Henry Arakaki of Chatan 
Sonjin Kai and Susan Kodani, president .of the Japanese 
Cultural Center of Hawaii. 

The evening's entertainment featured just the right 
mix of performances: taiko, Okinawan dances, karaoke, 

continued on page 3
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UCHI NANCHU
lppe nihei deebiru . . mahalo . . 

Kay K. Hokama 
Mitsue lge 
Herbert and Elsie Ikehara 
Wataru Isa 

Emily Lasquete 
Nancy K. Lee 
Akiko Matsuda (Pukalani, Maui) 
Margaret and Janet Miji 

(Beaverton, Oregon) 
Seisuke and Ethel Serikak;u 
Linyei Shimabukuro 

Uchinanchu is the voice of the Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association, its members, and the "home" we all built 
together - the Hawaii Okinawa Center. By sharing 
information and experiences, Uchinanchu keeps us con
nected as a family, dedicated to preserving, sharing 
and perpetuating the Okinawan cultural heritage. 

Hiroshi and Yoshiko Ishikawa 
George Kamimura (Wailuku, Maui) 
Stan.ley Kamiya 

Mack M. Miyashiro 
Toyoko Nagamine 
Shizue Nakama 

Reynold and Sally Shimabukuro 
Hisao Shinsato
Kenneth Shinsato 
.Yoshiaki and Colette Shiroma 
Alice K. Taira In memory of May T. Kaneshiro

George and Shirley Kaneshiro 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Nakamatsu 
Ronald K. Namihira Zenyei Taira 

-Harold Kaneshiro 
Henry M. Kaneshiro 

. Masaichi Kaneshiro 
Ellen Kaneshiro 
Stanley Kaneshiro 

Michael and Flora Nohara 
Gary and Judi Okamoto 
Irene Omine 

Thomas M. Tamashiro 
Kimiko M. Tanouye 
Tom T. Tasato 
Sally Tokunaga 
Harry Y. Tome 

HUOA received a total of $1,880.00 in contributions 
for Uchinanchu during the months of December and 
January. Every dollar donated - along with income 
from advertising - helps offset the cost of publishing 
Uchinanchu . HUOA sends a heartfelt ippe nihei deebiru 
to the following donors, including one from Oregon, 
four from Maui, and five from the Big Island. Mahalo 
for keeping Uchinailchu alive and thriving. 

Walter and Harriet Kaneshiro 
Robert and Mildred Kataoka 

Raymond and Lucille Onosaki 
Eisho Oshiro (Mt. View, Hawaii) 
Richard Oshiro (Mt. View, Hawaii) 
Mr. and Mrs. M. Owara 

Isao and Ayako Tomita 
Albert and Suzy Tsukayama 
Norma T. Uehara (Hilo, Hawaii) 

Yoshiko Asato (Eikichi) 
Kenyu Fu_kuhara 
Nanette Hiraoka (Hilo, Hawaii) 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kekina 
Myrtle T. Kidani (Pahoa, Hawaii) 

· Masaru Kobashigawa 

(Pukalani, Maui) 
Scott Sakihara 
Hawaii Sashiki Chinen Club 
James T. Serikaku 

Mr. and Mrs. Yuki Uyehara 
Mr. and Mrs. Sozen Yogi 

(Kahului, Maui) 
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OUTGOING PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
by Albert H. Miyasato 
2000 HUOA President 
Member, Club Motobu

. Congratulations to our 2001 president, Jimmy Iha, and his administration. Jimmy 
was elected president because he brings to the leadership of HUOA his many years 
of experience as an outstanding public school .administrator, his wisdom born of 
that experience, and his unblemished record as an active member and leader in his 
Chatan Club; Wahiawa Kyoyu Kai and the HUOA, among many other community 
service activities. We wish him and his new administration well. 

Let me now spend a few moments recalling some highlights of my 2000 adminis
tration. 

To characterize the HUOA centennial celebration ofOkinawan immigration as 
inexorably hectic is a gross understatement. The many special activities were con-
ceived over two years by a large special committee headed by Dexter Teruya. Dexter 
deserves our warmest expression of gratitude for his many months of determined 
planning with his large committee. 

These functions commemo_rating the .centennial were superimposed over other· 
• regularly scheduled HUOA events. Admittedly, however, a few regular annual pro

grams were postponed a year. 
Instead of one or two grand presentations in celebration of our centennial, the 

HUOA schedul.ed events spread throughout the year - from January to December 
- built around the theme, "Okage Sama de 2000: Bridging a Century of Uchinanchu 
Aloha," and augmented by the Year 2000 administration slogan, "Shike ya Chode 
(One World; One People)." 
. Furthe_rmore , the strong 

thread that held all of the 
events together had three 
strands that symbolized 
the celebration as dynam
ic --- and each was a logi
cal follow-up of the one 
before. The first was the 
Opening Ceremonies on 
January 8 at the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center, honoring 
the lssei pioneers who 
paved the way for us. 

The second, also at the 
Center; was the June 10 

focus on those who accept- Outgoing President Albert Miyasato presents the gavel to 2001 
ed the legacy of the lssei President James Iha. 
and built upon it, as wit-
nessed by the 10-year-old beautiful edifices, which are the Hawaii Okinawa Center. 

The Closing Banquet on December 10 was planned and implemented by the Young 
Okjnawans of Hawaii, assisted by the Shuri-Naha Club, and set in a hotel in Waikiki, 
away from the Center. The theme for the event was, "Hukurashaya Uchinanchu (We 
are Proud to be Uchinanchu. and Uchinanchu-at-Heart)." The event itself focused on 
the next generation of Uchinanchu. All of this were to signify HUOA's outreach to 
the larger community, the nation and the world in the transmission of our legacy . 
which gave significance to the centennial celebration theme, "Okage Sama de 2000: 
Bridging a Century of Uchinanchu Aloha" and "Shike ya Chode (One World; One 
People)." 

To preside over, even in name only for the most part, all of these · exciting and 
invigorating experiences was truly an honor for me. During the year, nearly 5,000 
persons came from Okinawa to help us celebrate. They were led by Governor and 
Mrs. Keiichi Inamine and over 80 mayors and leaders and their respective contin-
gents from the 110 political subdivisions in Okinawa. We are deeply grateful for 
their good will . 

To have carried out successfully all of these myriad of events, we are truly indebted 
to all of the officers, advisers, directors represented by the presidents of the 51 
dubs, the various chairpersons of the standing, special and ad hoc committees and 

continued on page 3 



March 2001 Uchinanchu 3 

WHEELC_H·AIR LIFT INSTALLED IN TERUYA PAVILION 
by Karleen C. Chinen 
Member, Bito Doshi Kai 

The year was 1997 - and Mark Yabui was being honored as Yonabaru 
Chojin Kai's "Uchinanchu of the Year." As the honorees gathered backstage, 
Mark watched nervously as volunteers carried two elderly honorees up the 
back steps of the Teruya 
Pavilion in their wheelchairs. 
And then it struck him. 

The Hawaii Okinawa Center 
should have a wheelchair lift 
to safely bring to the stage
wheelchair-bound HUOA 
members --- or for that mat
ter, disabled person using the 
Legacy Ballroom. 

Mark Yabui didn't go home 
that evening and forget about 
what he had seen. Instead he 
wrote a letter to HUOA exec
utive director Gary Honda, 
suggesting that the organiza
tion install a wheelchair lift. 
"I didn't know how much it HUOA executive director Gary Honda pushes Mark Yabui's wheelchair onto the lift ... . . . and then waits for the lift to reach the stage level. 

would cost, but I thought it was 
a positive way of honoring and respecting the elders-who built HUOA," said 
Mar.k, who himself is wheelchair-bound· due to a spina bifida condition he 
was born with 39 years ago. "More and more-of our members are getting 
older. They were going to need it sooner or later. I just wanted them to be . 
up on stage; I didn't care about me," he said. 

Honda presented Mark's letter to the then-HOC Board of Trustees. Its 
chair, Jimmy Toyama, said the letter came to board just as it was conducting 
an assessment of the _Center's facility requirements. "Mark's letter struck 
home the point that we needed to take care of our access requirements, 
and we set into motion. the steps leading to the acquisition and installation 
of the lift," said Toyama. 

The trustees considered several different types of lifts, finally settling on 
the one that was installed last December at a cost of nearly $21,000. And 
Mark Yabui - who had brought the idea to HUOA - was asked to be there 
to take the first ride from the floor of the Legacy Ballroom to the stage. 

"When the lift was dedicated last December with Mark there, there was a 
·sense that a part of our overall mission was being accomplished. There was 
_also a heartening feeling that the donations being made to the HUOA's 
'Preserving Our Legacy' annual giving campaign were really being used to 
improve our Center and_ to ensuring that the HOC is a living, thriving Center 
for everyone who uses it," said Toyama. , 

Outgoing President's Message (continued from page 2) 

the hundreds of volunteers who made all of the activities memorable. My heartfelt 
appreciation to all of you. 

Throughout every moment of the way, the support of the staff led by executive 
director Gary Honda, Karen Kuba-Hori and Bonnie Miyashiro was essential. I thank 
them for responding well at every turn. 

Thank you to Ed Kuba, chairman of the Governor's commission on the centennial 
celebration of Okinawan immigration to Hawai'i and his 14 commissioners who 
supported the HUOA all the way. 

The unconditional support of my own Club Motobu members led by Jay Ogawa, 
president at the time of my installation and current president, June Uyeunten 
Nakama, is deserving of my warm mahalo. 

Finally, I would be absolutely remiss if I did not credit my wife Shizue and my 
family for allowing me to make the time and commitment to all HUOA activities 
during this year 2000. I daresay I met with many of my officers, advisers and direc
tors throughout the year more times than I saw Shizue or other members of my 
family. To Shizue and my family, I reserve my fondest, warmest and most grateful 
thank you. · 

In Jimmy Iha, we have a great leader as president of HUOA for 2001. With Jimmy 
as my successor, I feel a sense of well-being as I end my term as president. Jimmy is 
my long-time Department of.Education educational officer colleague, a most capa
ble HUOA leader with an admirable record as former chairman of t_he Board of 
Trustees of the HOC, two-time co-chair of the Okinawan Festival, a veteran of the 
HUOA-DOE Student Exchange Program and many other HUOA activities. As 
President-elect, his presence constantly bolstered my confidence as President. 

Jimmy has selected an outstanding group of officers and advisers. His team will 
mdve our HUOA to greater heights as we celebrate our 50th year of existence dur
ing his tenure. 

Let us one and all pledge our support of President Jimmy Iha and his administration. 
lppe nihei deebiru. 

And how did Mark Yabui feel? "I was very happy and 
grateful that it was finally finished for our issei and nisei, and that when we 
honor people, it's an honorable way to recognize that person." 

Mark is now working to see if handicap transportation can be made avail
able for the Okinawan Festival. "I've seen instances where the.disabled per
son is dropped off at the Festival and then has to wait all by himself while 
his driver goes up to Kapiola_ni Community College to park and ride the 
shuttle down to the park. I think it would be great if there could be handi
cap transportation between KCC and the Festival." 

.JAMES IHA INSTALLED AS 2001 HUOA PRESIDENT 
continued from page 1 

A special performance by the Uchinanchu Blues Brothers- Roy Kaneshiro and 
Maurice Yamasato. 

choral singing and a special treat. Ryukyu Kobudo Taiko-Hawaii Shibu got the 
entertainment off to a lively_start with a vibrant taiko piece. A good mix of 
Okinawan dances was presented by Hooge Kai - Nakasone Yoshiko Dance Studio, 
with jikata provided by the Afuso-ryu Hawaii Sandaa Kai, led by Grant Murata 
Sensei. Soothing karaoke numbers were shared by Jenny Watanabe and Ralph Ige, 
followed by moving renditions of three Okinawan classics - "Tinsagu nu Hana," 
"Bashofu" and "Ashimiji Bushi" - sung by the Yui Nu Kukuru Chorus. The chorus 
was organized by Chatan Sonjin Kai members Roy Kaneshiro and George Uyema. 
The chorus music was arranged by Dale Senaga, with choral direction_ by Kazu 
Sunabe and Betty Higa and piano accompaniment by Daniel Akiyama. 

Rounding out the entertainment program was a special appearance by Uchinanchu 
Blues Brothers Roy Kaneshiro and Maurice Yamasato. 

Those attending the installation banquet also took home a work of art - their 
program booklet. Through the efforts of Chatan Sonjin Kai member Barbara 
Maeshiro, rioted Okinawan bingata artist Eijun Shiroma agreed to share.a photo of 
one of his precious bingata works with HUOA for the program cover. Shiroma sue-
ceeded his father as head of Shiroma Ryukyu Bingata Works. He is the 15th gen
eration in his family to practice the art. 

Congratulations and ippe nihei deebiru to Installation Banquet co-chairs George 
Kaneshiro and Henry Arakaki and to Chatan Sonjin Kai members for organizing a 
superb installation program from start to 'finish! 
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THE CLUB NETWORK 
KANEGUSUKU SONJIN KAI ... by Ed Kino 

Kanegusuku Club members Lynda lraha; Harriet, 
David, Stacy and Jennifer Kihara; Masuo and Ed 
-Kino; Henry Nagamine; Masaru Oshiro and Toshi 
Shimabukuro assisted the vendors and food 
booth, and provided help wherever it was needed 
at the Winter Craft Fair on Nov. 23, from 6 a.m. 
until 1 :30 p.m. 

Kanegusuku members Stella and Albert Kaneshiro's 
family photos from the 1930s to 1950s were 
returned to Stella after being found in a muddy 
field in Waipahu. Jim Knowles, who found the 
photos in a then-undeveloped area of Crestview, 
took care of them and returned them to the fami
ly on Oct. 30, eight years after they were lost. The 
bag, which contained dozens of family pictures, 
including photos of twin uncles who fought and 
returned safely from World War II, were mixed 
with items that the family had planned to donate 
to charity and other items they planned to toss 
out. The photos were in good shape, affected 
only by the passage of time. They were recog
nized by eight people after a story on the photos 
was published in the Honolulu Advei;tiser. The 
return of the photos prompted fam_ily members to 
organize a reunion. They inyited Knowles aand his 
family to be honored guests at their celebration. 

HUI MAKAALA ... by Karen Shishido
Upon ' entering the Hibiscus B_allroom at the Ala 

Moana Hotel on Jan. 17, guests were greeted by 
the beautiful ·sounds of the group, Backyard 
Pa'ina, featuring lead singer Ian Shiroma, backed 
up by Darren Jitchaku, Terrance Nakamatsu and 
Trevor Ishihara. They all claim to be of Okinawan 
heritage, but you would never know that by their 
fresh falsetto Hawaiian voices. 

Council Chair Jon Yoshimura stepped in at the 
last minute to serve as master of ceremonies until 
the arrival of David Arakawa. Former Senator 
Patsy Young delivered the invocation so dinner
could be started. Backyard Pa'ina entertained 
throughout the dinner. 

Guests from HUOA 
were well represented: 
Year 2000 President Dr. 
Albert Miyasato, 2001 
President Jimmy Iha, 
President-elect Gladys 
Tokunaga-Asao and vice 
presidents Keith 
Kaneshiro, Karen 
Shishido and George 
Tamashiro. 

Jimmy Iha gave his 
New Year's greetings to 
Hui Makaala from HUOA. 

officers in his own precious style: 
President: Michele ltomura Nitta 
President-elect: Ryan Okunaga 
1st vice president: Reid Yamashiro 
2nd vice presfdent: Lisa Shishido 
Recording secretary: Lisa Tobara 
Corresponding secretary: Sharori lge 
Treasurer: Alton Higa 
Assistant treasurer: Eric Nitta 
Serving on Hui Makaala's Board of Directors will 

be Patrick Arakaki, Lloyd Higa, Mike Ito, Al Kakazu, 
Robert Kamemoto and Pam Tamashiro. _Mike Ito 
gave his farewell message while Michelle Itomura 
Nitta delivered her President's Message. Emcee 
David Arakawa kept everyone in stitches with his 
overflowing humor. 

Grant "Sandaa" Murata Sensei joined his stu- -
dent, Chris Cerna, in playing two Okinawan num
bers. Chris is an accomplished musician who plays 
many instruments, including the samisen, and all 
by ear. Chris was 18 months old when he became 
blind. Despite that, he began playing the piano 
when he was 5, without any formal training. 

Chris was born in Cebu in the Philippines and 
was brought to Hawai'i by the Aloha Medical 
Mission in 1991. The mission provided Chris with 
reconstructive surgery and hydroxypatite implants, 
which are artificial eyes. He enjoys composing his 
own music and _has written a song entitled, "She's 
My Eyes," in honor of his mom, Carmen. We were 
honored to have Chris Cerna play for us. 

TAMAGUSUKU CLUB ... by Nobuo Takeno 
Tamagusuku Club will be celebrating the 75th 

anniversary of its founding in the year 2003 .. To 
commemorate the event, a committe.e has be_en 
formed to work on publishing a booklet. The com
mittee is asking all Tamagusuku Club members 
and others whose family roots are in Tamagusuku 
Village to submit information on their family to 
the committee. Piease contact one of the follow
ing Tamagusuku Club members to request that a 
family information data collection form be sent to 
you: Takashi Tsuhako (247-4489), June Arakawa 
(845-0194), or Nobuo Takeno (247-6418). 

He recalled that his good Hui Makaala'sjubilant 2001 officers 
friend, Aki Kakazu, had 
received one of the first four-year scholarship 

. grants from Hui Makaala, which at the time was 
only $50 per semester. Over the years, Hui 
Makaala has awarded hundreds of scholarship 
grants to deserving high school students. Jimmy 
also recalled the 1940s and '50s when Hui 
Makaala's Softball League was the biggest in the 
world, with over 50 teams playing at Ala Moana · 
Park. Hui Makaala has a long history of many 
good things, he said. 

Lloyd Higa was recognized as Hui Makaala's 
Year 2000 "Uchinanchu of the Year" for having 
served as its president for 1998 and 1999. Lloyd 
is so deserving of this award and we are all so 
proud of him! 

The Honorable Jon Yoshimura installed the 2001 

HUI OKINAWA ... by Amy Shiroma 
Hui Okinawa held its annual shinnen enkai and 

Keirokai (honoring of those 80 and older) on Feb. 
4 at Aunty Sally's Luau House. Honored were 138 
keirosha. An extra special honoree was Mr. Matsu 
Miyahira, the oldest of the keirosha. His daughter, 
Myrtle Zukeran, walked with him up to the stage 
where he was presented a "Centenarian Certificate" 
by Andy Levin, executive assistant to Hawaii County 
Mayor Harry Kim. A congratulatory message from 
Gov. Ben Cayetano was read by his Hilo liaison, Al 
Castro. 

Lt. Gov. Mazie Hirono congratulated the hon
orees and emphasized the importance of passing 
on the values learned from our grandparents to 

Centenarian Matsu Miyahira holds on to the arm of his daughter, 
·Myrtle Zukeran, at Hui Okinawa's recent shinnen enkai. Behind 
them is Hui Okinawa President Dorothy Taira. (Photo courtesy of 
Amy Shiroma) 

_ the younger generation. Lt. Gov. Hirono also 
installed Hui Okinawa's 2001 officers: Dorothy 
Taira, President; Carolyn Oki, 1st vice president; 
Clifford Kaneshiro, 2nd vice president; Roy 
Hokama, 3rd vice president; Lynn Namihira, secre
tary and Alben Namihira, treasurer. 

Congratulatory messages were also offered by 
HUOA President James Iha{Dexter Teruya, chair- 
man of the HUOA's Okinawan Centennial 
Celebration Committee and a former HUOA presi
dent; Hawaii County Council Chair James Arakaki; 
and koreisha Masaichi Chinen and Hiroshi Yafuso. 
Hui Okinawa President Dorothy Taira reviewed 
the past year's events and activities. 

The entertainment was organized by Kathy 
Okunami and consisted of Okinawan dances, hula 
and karaoke numbers. A special feature was koto 
music by Jane Kaneshiro Sensei of Honolulu and 
her students, who performed with our own Big 
Island samisen and koto groups. The shinnen 
enkai was co-chaired by Margaret Torigoe and 
Ruby Maekawa, and also featured door prizes, 
with the grand prize a round-trip ticket from 
Hawaiian Air. 

Last month, Hui Okinawa's cultural committee · 
launched an eisa project that will bring Grant 
"Sandaa" Murata Sensei to Hilo to teach club 
members and others interested a form of eisa 
that is popular on Oahu and Kauai. The project is 
in keeping with Hui Okinawa's goals of promoting 
and preserviQg Okinawan culture. The eisa style is 
performed by Young Okinaw_ans of Hawaii at vari
ous bon dances. 

The classes, which are free, are held on the sec
ond and third Monday of each month, from 7 to 
10 p.m. at Nani.Mau Gardens (421 Makalika St.). 
The project is being chaired by cultural commit
tee chair Reynold Miyashiro. The participants will 
learn the hand motions and how to beat the 
drums. They will then go out into the community 
and teach the dances to the public, primarily 
school-age stµdents. For more information on the 
classes, call Reynold Miyashiro at 959-9295. 

The following is a tentative schedule of Hui 
Okinawa's events and activities for 2001. 

• March 14-16: HUOA Okinawan student 
exchange (March 15 potluck dinner at Wailoa 
State Park is being chaired by Jan Nakahara) 

• May (date to be announced): Grad's Nite 
(chair: Nancy Nakaishi) 

• July 4: Picnic/Eisa at Mooheau Park (chairs: 
Milton Yafuso and Reynold Miyashiro) 

• Aug. 18: Summer Festival at Hilo Hongwanji 
Multi-purpose Hall (chair: Carolyn Oki) 

• Nov. 11: Bonen Kai at Wailoa State Park 



Maui Okinawa Ken jin Kai ... by Linda Kiyabu · 
Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai honored nine mem

bers who reached their 80th birthday at our Dec. 
2 Bonen Kai. Honored as Saiko Reisha were: Bert 
Kayona, Yeikichi Goya, Takeo Higa, Yoshiko 
Ishikawa, Matsue Kaneshiro, Marion Kohatsu, Yasuo 
Nagamine, Zenkichi Shimabuku and Shizue Yonamine.-

Those attending· the event were treated to won
derful performances by June Konno Sensei's 
Okinawan dance group, Hirotada Toyama Sensei's 
samisen players, Fumiko Cup Choy Sensei's Maui 
Paranku Club and Darren Konno Sensei's Maui 
Okinawa Taiko group. Rounding out the entertait1-
ment program were karaoke numbers by Sue 
Nakaza, Richard Oya; Lillian Nakao, Vicky Akamine 
and Nancy Tamayose. 

The program was emceed by Bob Yonahara and 
included the installation of MOKK's 200l officers 
by HUOA 2000 President Albert Miyasato. Serving 
MOKK in 2001 will be: Alan Arakawa, President; 
Clarence Uehara, 1st vice president; Todd Hondo, 
2nd vice president; Bob Yonahara, 3rd vice presi
dent; Kay Nishibayashi, recording secretary; Nancy 
Kiyabu, Japanese corresponqing secretary; Jan 
Matsushita , English corresponding secretary; 
Colleen Takamura, treasurer; Mark Miyahira, assis
tant treasurer; Koki Tamashiro, historian; and 
Wendy Tamashiro, Ed lge, Jr., Toshio Shiroma and 
Ty Yoshimi, auditors. 

A busy year lies ahead for Maui Okinawa Kenjin 
Kai members. The following is a list of events and 
activities for the year and their dates, a few of 
which are tentative. 

• March 4: Shinnen-enkai at the Maui Okinawa 
Cultural Center (co-chairs: Helen Kawahara 
and Helen Tamashiro) 

·• June 9: Maui Okinawan Festival at the Paia 
Rinzai Zen Mission grounds (co-chairs: 
Michael Hondo and Koki Tamashiro) 

• Aug. 5 (tentative): Annual picnic at Baldwin 
Park (co-chairs: Jan Matsushita and Kay 
Nishibayashi) 

• Aug. 18: Paia Rinzai Zen Obon Concession 
Fundraiser (co-chairs: Clarence Uehara and 
Bob Yonahara) 

• Dec. 1: Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai Bonen Kai 
(co-chairs: Todd Hondo and Linda Kiyabu) 

UCHINANCHU SHORT TAKES 

PHOTOS, VIDEOS SOUGHT FOR HUOA 50TH ANNIVER
SARY VIDEO 

As part of the HUOA's 50th anniversary celebration, 
a committee has been organized to produce a video 
which tells the story of the Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association - from its formation in 1951, to its 
vibrant present, with its myriad of activities for 
Uchina·nchu and Uchinanchu-at-heart of all ages. The 
video will be shown at the 50th anniversary banquet 
set for Sept. 22 at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. 

While there is an abundance of photos. and video of 
present-day activities, lacking are visuals of the early 
days of the then-United Okinawan Association of 
Hawaii, as well as historic photos of Okinawan immi
gration to Hawai'i and the early Uchinanchu communi
ty . If you have any photos or video converted from film 
of the early days of our community that you are willing 
to allow the committee to use in the video, please 
drop them off at the HUOA office by March 15, or call 
HUOA at 676-5400 or Lillian Takata at 623-5861. 

PHOTOGRAPHY SUBCOMMITTEE OFF AND RUNNING 
And speaking of photos ... 
HUOA's new photography subcommittee needs your 

help! This• committee is responsible for shooting pic
tures of the many HUOA activities taking place all year 
long and for organizing the photo archives. We're also 
responsible for tracking down HUOA photos thatmem
bers may have stored away until the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center created safe storage space. If you have photos 
of HUOA events and activities, please give us a call! 
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HUOA -SPORTS AWARDS PRESENTED 
by Wayne Miyahira 
Chair, HUOA Sports Committee 

They play with passion and with pride in · their respective clubs - and the Jan. 20 installation 
program was an opportunity for these HUOA sports program MVPs to shine and to celebrate their 
hard work and sportsmanship with the Uchinanchu community. HUOA's 2000 President Albert 
Miyasato presented the trophies to the winning clubs. 

Hui Makaala has won the softball championship for two consecutive years. Member Reid 
Yamashiro accepted the trophy on behalf of his club. The tradition has been that if a team wins 
three championships, the perpetual trophy must be retired and a new one prepa_red. Hui Makaala 
can certainly do it this year! 

Kochinda Chojin Kai's bowl
ing team has just the right 
combination of youth and 
experience. Previously, 
Kochinda members competed 
on two teams: one young and 
energetic, and the other expe
rienced, but getting up there 
in age. Now, with one team 
representing Kochinda, they 
have put together a superb 
team of bowlers who were 
represented in the awards 
presentation by Alan lsara. 

Kent Tamashiro won the 
HUOA golf championship on 
Memorial Day weekend and 
helped Minami Nakagusuku 
Sonjin Kai win the coveted 
Inamine Cup, donated by 
Jimmy's Bakery (of Okinawa) 

HUOA 2000 President Albert Miyasato with (from left) Reid Yamashiro representing 
softball champs Hui Makaala, Dorene Higa representing golf champions Mina mi 
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai, Alan lsara with Kochinda Chojin Kai's bowling trophy, and 
James Miyashiro representing volleyball champs Urasoe Shijin Kai. 

owner Jimmy lnamine. The trophy signifies that Minami Nakagusuku, represented by member 
Dorene Higa, has the best golf team in the HUOA. Congratulations to Kent and to golfers from 
Minami Nakagusuku!! 

"Dynasty" is the word that best describes HUOA's volleyball league. Urasoe Shijin Kai has been 
the volleyball champions for so long that not many people remember who preceded them as the 
champions. Member James Miyashiro accepted the trophy for his club. Clearly, Urasoe rules! 

Wayne Miyahira is a member of Gaza Yonagusuku Doshi kai and Nishihara Chojin Kai. He served as 
1990-91 HUOA president. 

We can also use your help if you like taking pictures 
and have your own camera, or if you have good organi
zational skills and would like to work on th·e photo 
archives. If you like to write, we could use your help 
writing text and captions to go along with the photo
graphs. 

Interested in helping.? If you are or know someone 
who might want to join the committee, call Michael 
Young at 836-8843. 

KALIHI VALLEY REUNION SET FOR APRIL 29 
Oldtime residents of Kalihi Valley will be holding 

their third reunion· at Masa's Cafeteria (910 Mapunapuna). 
on Sunday, April 29, from 11 a.m. until about 4 p.m. 

According to co-organizer Claude Zukeran, it'll be an 
opportunity for people who lived in "God's Country" 
before the Likelike Highway came through - when it 
was a bustling community of pig and vegetable farms 
- to spend a nostalgic afternoon talking story about 
the good 'ol days. He noted also that lower Kalihi 
Valley - from School Street until about half-way into 
the valley - was .a predominantly Uchinanchu commu
nity from around 1920 until about 1956. 

The first Kalihi Valley reunion was held in the mid-
1980s and attracted about 500 people. The second 
reunion was held in 1994, attracting about 350 former 
and current residents. The organizers are encouraging 
Kalihi Valley old-timers to bring their children and 
grandchildren to the reunion .so they can learn about 
their parents' and grandparents' lives in "God's Country." 

Lunch is $20 for adults and free for children under 
12. The committee asks that you RSVP by April 19. For 
reservations or for more information, call: Kiyoshi Taira 
at 671-4313, Clara Yamashiro at 843-0080, Toki 
Okudara at 839-2994, or Claude Zukeran c:it 839-7139. 

HOC HANDICAPPED PARKING WARNING! 
We were recently warned by a Honolulu Police 

Department volunteer that anyone parking in the 
handicapped stalls at the Hawaii Okinawa Center must 

. display their handicapped permit or risk being ticket
ed. The rules pertaining to parking in handicapped 
stalls are enforced 24 hours a day on both public and 
private property - and regardless of whether or not 
there is a function being held at the Center. So, when 
you visit the HOC, please park in the handicapped 
stalls only if you have a handicapped permit. 

VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT 
The Hawaii Okinawa Center is looking for a few 

good volunteers for 2001. 
Volunteer administrative workers are needed to help 

file, photocopy and prepare documents, and to assist 
with other clerical duties, such as answering the phones. 

We are especially in need of a volunteer with library 
skills to help maintain the downstairs library in the Higa 
Building. The individual will assist with cataloguing, 
loaning, filing and other library duties .' The HUOA library 
consists of Japanese- and English-language books, maga
zines ·and other publications, as well as some video
tapes. The ability to read, write and speak Japanese is 
extremely helpful. If you're interested and think you can 
help, please call the HUOA office at 676-5400. 

Next Uchinanchu .deadline: March 1 i'> 
E-mail articles to kchinen@lava.net, 
or fax them to the HUOA office at 
676-7811 
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THE 'WIND BENEATH OUR WINGS' 
One of the highlights of January's Installation Banquet was the honoring of the Itomura captured the essence of the award program in his introduction. If you 

missed it, we want to share it with you. Year 2000 "Uchinanchu of the Year" - each of whom was selected for the honor by 
their respective clubs. In this issue of Uchinanchu --- and continuing in our April 
issue - we will profile (in alphabetical order by club) these special treasures . But 
first . , . 

"You've all seen those VISA credit card commercials that try to put a price on cer
tain things. My commercial would go something like this: sack of andagi - $ 1.50; 
Okinawan soba - $3.50; HUOA Installation Banquet tickets - $30 ... 'Uchinanchu of 

Young Okinawans of Hawaii President and installation program emcee Jon the Year': priceless ... " 

Aza Gushikawa Doshi Kai 
Uchinanchu of the Year, 

Amy Higa, has a long histo
ry of serving both the Aza 
Gushikawa Doshi Kai and 
the HUOA. Amy is our Past 
President for 1999 and cur
rently serves as an Advisor. 
As president she guided 
the Gajimaru (family tree) 
Committee through all the 
stages of production. It 

was a tremendous task to gather stories, family trees 
and pictures from our club members as well as staying 
on top of production and meeting with the graphic 
artist. With patience and perseverance, the project 
was completed in time for our 2000 Shinnenenkai. 
Besides being an officer for the Doshi Kai, Amy has also 
proudly served the HUOA as an officer from 1988 to · 
1992 serving first as the Recording Secretary then as 
Executive Secretary. Amy Higa is a wonderful role 
model for our young members. She is gracious and 
caring, and always acknowledges and expresses her 
appreciation to her fellow dub members for volunteer
ing at various events. The officers and members of Aza · 
Gushikawa Doshi Kai are proud to ·present our 
Uchinanchu of the Year, Amy Higa. 

Aza Yogi Doshi Kai 
Madeline Shimabuku is 

honored for her dedica
tion, commitment and par
ticipation in the activities 
of Aza Yogi Doshi Kai and 
HUOA. A hardworking and 
supportive individual, she 
has for a number of years 
volunteered her services at 
the Okinawan Festival by 
helping at the Country Store. During the early years of 
our club's annual Shinnen Enkai, she has always encour
aged her two talented daughters, Joy and Ann, to per
form Okinawan dances as part of the entertainment. 
After her retirement from Sheraton Waikiki Hotel, she 
kept herself busy by attending classes at the Pauahi 
Recreational Center enjoying line dancing, aerobics and 
other exercises plus playing bingo. Congratulations to 
our deserving "Uchinanchu of the Year". 

Bito Doshi Kai 
Bito Doshi Kai has 

selected Jane K. Nakasone 
as our Year 2000 
"Uchinanchu of the Year". 
Jane and her husband Roy 
are longtime members of 
Bito Doshi Kai . Jane is also 
a member of Aza Gushikawa 
Doshi Kai. Jane, who retired 
from Malia International 

after 18 years as a shipping clerk, truly deserves this 
honor. She is a valuable member of our club who will
ingly vol.unteers her time to support Bito Doshi Kai at 
not only our own club activities, but at HUOA's activi
ties as well. She can always be counted on to work 
_with her fellow Bito members in the barbecue chicken 
booth at the Okinawan Festival. She and husband Roy 
are regulars at our annual picnic and shinnen enkai. 
Bito Doshi Kai is especially grateful to Jane for always 
encouraging her five children and six grandchildren 
(and even her nephews) to particip.ate in our club activ
ities. and to assume leadership roles. Three members of 
her family have previously been recognized as past 
"Uchinanchu of the Year". This year we thought it fit
ting that we honor the woman who has quietly nudged 
them forward to support our Uchinanchu community, 
Jane Nakasone. 

Chatan Sonjin Kai 
. 

William Y. Chinen, son of the late Taru and Hide 
Chinen, was raised in a family of four brothers anct five 

sisters. He is a graduate of 
Kaimuki High School. He 
worked at his parent's hog 
farm until business was 
phased out due to develop
ment in the Hawaii Kai area. 
He is engaged in real estate 
sales and property manage
ment. His father, Taru 
Chinen was one of the four . . 
founders of the Chatan 

Sonjin Kai. William Chinen's interest in club activities 
began when he played baseball as a youth in the early 
1950's with fellow Chatan members. He served as presi
dent of Chatan in 1970-71 and was instrumental in 
organizing the first Chatan golf tournament which con
tinues to grow and strengthen the bonds among its 
members. This summer the Chinen families were 
responsible for organizing the annual Chatan picnic. 
William and Aileen are the parents of five children. 
They have encouraged them to part_icipate in a.II activi
ties sharing in the club's rich heritage and traditions. 

Club Kobashigawa 
At age 13, after losing 

her mom Kame (Goya), 
Gladys Shimabukuro (the 
oldest of seven children) 
found herself immediately 
responsible for all domestic 
chores and family. She car
ried her two-year-old 
brother on her back while 
washing clothes, cooking, 
and working in th_e pineap
ple fields. At the age of 19, her father Kama Miyashiro, 
passed away leaving Gladys to fight the authorities to 
keep their family from being separated into foster 
homes in Makawao, Maui. She met with creditors and 
made arrangements to return what was owed. With all 
of the siblings supporting each other, they were able to 
move to Honolulu until venturing on their own. Gladys 
and her husband Paul Shimabukuro raised their three 
children and acquired Makiki Bakery on Kinau Street 
renown for their famous Apple & Coconut turnovers. 
After thirteen years, they sold their bakery and Gladys 
worked for ten years as a childcare giver, and cooked at 
the Hawaii Child Center. At the age of fifty-six Gladys 
realized her dream of obtaining her high school diploma · 
by attending adult education classes. As one of the 
early supporters of Club Kobashigawa, she helped to 
maintain its membership growth by being an active 
member and officer. For example, she was instrumental 
in .encouraging the club to join th_e UOA so the boys and 
men could pursue their love of baseball. We submit to 
you, our nominee for Uchinanchu of the year, Gladys 
Shimabukuro! 

Club Motobu 
Mrs. Kana (Asato) Yonamine (age 105 years) was born 

on February 3, 1895 in Motobu, Okinawa. She arrived 
to Hawai'i in August 1913 
to work in the sugar planta
tions at Pepeekeo, Hawai'i 
and Ewa, Oahu. After mar
rying Kogoro Yonamine in 
1915, they mov_ed to 
Kahaluu, Oahu to work at 
the Hygienic Dairy and later 
in truck farming. Mrs. 
Yonamine and her husband 
raised eight children, six of 

whom are surviving. She also has 33 grandchildren, 43 

great-grand children and eight great-great children liv
ing -in Hawai'i and throughout the mainland. Mrs. 
Yonamine worked on her two-acre farm raising ginger 
flowers, heliconias, anthuriums and banana until three 
years ago when she suffered a fall. She has graciously 
donated her flowers to decorate the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center on many auspicious occasions. Club Motobu is 
_proud to nominate Mrs. Kana (Asato) Yonamine as 
Uchinanchu of the Year for 2000. 

Gaza Yonagusuku Doshi Kai 
Gaza Yonagusuku Doshi Kai's honorees Kay 

Nakayama (left) and Faye Sakihara (right), identical 

twins, are very active members of the Gaza Club. 
When called upon to volunteer. their time & services to 
the various club & HUOA activities, they h·ave willingly 
and happily accepted their responsibilities. They are 
very dependable and hard working. We are truly grate
ful for their continuous services to the club. "Okage 
Sama De Kay & Faye!!!" 

Ginowan Shijin Kai 
Alice Higa Morisako is a 

valuable member of the 
Ginowan Club. She is 
active in many of the club's
functions . In addition to 
serving as club secretary 
for five years, she has 
planned, organized and 
assisted in Shinnen Enkais 
and picnics. She coordinat
ed the purchase and distri
bution of the club's T-shirts, aprons and hats and made 
it available to the club members. For many years , she 
has opened up her home for the Ginowan Club meet
ings. Alice also volunteers for numerous HUOA activi- · 
ties. She initiated the HOC Docent program and 
chaired both the HOC gift shop and the Naha 
Commercial home stay program. Alice is currently the 
secretary for the Okinawan Geneological Society of 
Hawaii. Ginowan Shijin Kai is honored to recognize 
Alice as our "Uchinanchu of the Year". 

Ginoza Sonjin Kai 
Kame Toguchi was born in Matsuda, Ginoza-Son on 

October 2, 1901. Kame married Koto Toguchi shortly 
after arriving in Honolulu in 
1919. The Toguchis eventu
ally _settled in the Pearl City 
area where she continues 
to live alone and cook for 
herself. Kame worked as a 
housemaid, sugar cane field 
worker and also ventured 
into agriculture by growing 
vegetables and raising live
stock in order to make ends 
meet. The Toguchis had a total of seven children and 
currently have 11 grandchildren and 5 great grandchil
dren. Kame attributes her long life to hard wor,k, nutri
tious food and a positive attitude. Kame's philoso_phy 
is that a pers.on cannot exist without ideas; a person 
must continue to think in order to make a better life 
for their family. Kame has certainly proven to be true 
to her words for she has endured hardship, persevered 



and never lost sight of her goals and dreams so her ' 
family could have a better life. The Ginoza Sonjin Kai 
is proud to honor Kame Toguchi as our Uchinanchu of 
the Year. 

The Gushikawa Shijinkai
The year 2000 marks the 

100th year anniversary of 
Okinawan immigration to 
Hawai'i. In selecting the 
Uchinanchu of this very 
momentous year, the 
Gushikawa Shijinkai wa_s 
determined to chose 
someone who exemplified 
the same "Chibariyo" fight
ing spirit and determina

tion that helped the pioneering issei persevere and 
succeed in Hawai'i despite facing untold hardships and 
challenges. The Gushikawa Shijinkai is proud to pres
ent Matsuyoshi Arashiro, or Mat as he is known by his 
many friends, as its Uchinanchu of The Year 2000. 

Mat Arashiro, who is a civil engineer by trade, 
retired from his job managing the Plans & 
Specifications department at the Pearl Harbor shipyard 
in 1980. He has been extremely active in both the 
Gushikawa Shijinkai club and the Hawaii United 
Okinawan_ Association for many years. Mat, who does 
not seem to have the word "No" in his vocabulary, is
constantly giving generously of his time and effort. He 
started and organized the weekly club cleanup/mainte
nance of the.HOC in 1990 and currently still coordi-
nates and supervises the weekly club HOC cleanup, 
spending as many as 40 weekends a year helping out. 
When ever the club or even HUOA needs assistance or 
volunteers Mat is always front and center willing to 
lend a hand. He is a past president and has served as 
an advisor to the club for many years. Whether it is 
his work helping with the club newsletters, organizing 
club festival script sales, coordinating the clean up of 
the HOC, helping with the setup of the HUOA festival, 
or organizing manpower for the clubs Shinen Enkai 
and annual picnic, Mat is truly a valuable treasure and 
inspiration to all Gushikawa Shijinkai club members. In 
addition, with what little spare time he does have, he 
has published a 400 page book called The Saving of a 
Nation At Risk in 1997 and is also an accomplished and 
avid ballroom dancer. 

It is with a great deal of pride, as well as gratitude 
for all he has done for the club, that the Gushikawa 
Shijinkai presents its tJchinanchu of The Year 2000, Mat 
Arashiro . 

Haebaru Club 
Mrs. Rose Shimabukuro 

has been an active partici
pant in Haebaru Club for 
many years. Every year 
she has participated in var
ious activities - the HOC 
clean-up, Shinen En Kai, 
annual picnic, Haebaru Cho 
Cultural Exchange, etc. 
Her personal interest in 
dance and playing koto has 

helped perpetuate the Okinawan culture. She is a 
member of the Jane Kaneshiro Sozankai, and she also 
is the instructor of the· Happy Senior Okinawan Dance 
Club at the Beretania Community Center. Her working 
with people outside of the Okinawan community pro
vides a great network to help support the Haebaru 
Club in fund raising by selling the Okinawan Festival 
scripts. She is a responsible, helpful, generous person 
and can be called upon to provide help for Haebaru 
Club's many activities. The Haebaru Club is delighted 
to nominate Mrs. Rose Shimabukuro as our Uchinanchu 
of the Year for the year 2000. 

Hawaii Sashiki Chinen Kai 
The Hawaii Sashiki Chinen Kai is proud to submit Mr. 

Stanley Nakamura as its Uchinanchu of the Year for the 
year 2000. Mr. Nakamura has-been active as a-member 
of the Hawaii Sashiki Chinen Doshi Kai for more than 
50 years. He was a member of one of its first baseball 
teams in 1949, has served in the offices of club treasur
er, secretary, and past president, and has always been a 
valuable advisor. He is currently the club's treasurer/ 
corresponding secretary with the responsibility of 

maintaining accurate finan
cial records, collecting 
membership dues, keeping 
records of all donations 
and fund raising projects. 
He is the club's coordina
tor for most of its projects 
including the HOC craft 
fairs, the Okinawan Festival 
and any special functions 
that may occur during the 
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and Matthew. He has been actively 'involved with Hui 
Makaala. and has enjoyed being the President, as well 
as chairing the Scholarship Fashion Show for two years. 
He also participates in the Hui Makaala Softball team. 

Hui O Laulima 

year. He has for many years been the club's contact 
person for any member in need of assistance from the 
Hawaii Sashiki Chinen Doshi Kai. For his many years of 
dedication to the Hawaii Sashiki Chinen Doshi Kai, the 
Hawaii United Okinawa Association and the Okinawan 
Community, he is certainly deserving of being recog

Thelma Arakawa's love 
for the ladies of Hui 0 
Laulima is so evident in the 
way she has poured her 
heart and energy into the 
club and given it renewed 
vitality. What makes 
Thelma so special is her 
contagious enthusiasm and 
willingness to take leader
ship roles. She's always 
there "giying a helping hand", a true example of the nized as our "UCHINANCHU OF THE YEAR 2000". 

Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club 
A loving wife, a caring mother, a thoughtful family 

member ... Barbara Kuba is an Uchinanchu Force. 
Behind every good man, like Edward Kuba, Bobbie (as 

she is known to most of 
her friends) is an extremely 
committed and involved 
woman. Constantly busy 
with planning and organiz
ing meetings, a leading 
volunteer with the Hawaii 
Shuri-Naha Club, Hui 0 
Laulima, and the Okinawan 
Centennial events, Bobbie 
is a Force always stepping 

forward to take action. "Get on the bus or get left 
behind." Bobbie is the kind of person that lends a 
hand to help others on the bus ... or people extend 
their hands to get Bobbie on board to get their bus 
moving. She brings people together for a common 
goal and enjoying the journey. The Hawaii Shuri-Naha 
Club is very proud to recognize Bobbie Kuba as our 
Centennial Year Uchinanchu of the Year ... may our 
Uchinanchu Force also be with you. 

Hui Alu Club 
Dennis Ikehara became a member of Hui Alu in the 

early 70's. He is a well
respected gentleman who 
participates in most of the 
activities of our club. To 
coin a campaign phrase of 
a past governor of the 
State of Hawaii, Dennis 
would best be described as 
the "QUIET BUT EFFEC
TIVE" member of Hui Alu. 
His leadership contribution 
to our club includes being a member of the Board and 
Co-chair of the profitable Country Store at our Dance 
Festivals in 1998 and 2000. He also serves as team 
captain of the monthly maintenance of our Clubhouse, 
and weekly custodian of the clubhouse lawn. Dennis is 
a retired Administrator of the University Extension 
Office on the island of Kaua'i. He has coordinated 
important projects for our club using his talented 
administrative skills. He is also a very active member 
and treasurer of his Church, the Kapaa United Church . 
of Christ. We can always count on Dennis to advise us 
on our fundraising efforts, investments, social events 
and willingness to volunteer his services with a smile. 
We salute· the humble Dennis Ikehara as our 
Uchinanchu of the Year from Hui Alu Club. 

Hui Makaala 
on the Executive Committee 

for Hui Makaala as one of 
the Board of Directors and 
has been a Hui Makaala 
member since 1994. He is 
a Roosevelt graduate and 
attended. the University of 
Hawai'i, School of 
Architecture. He is one of 
the Principals for 
Yamasato, Fujiwara, Higa & 
Associates, Inc. He is mar

ried to Shirley Oyabu and has three sons, Darren, Blake 

motto of our club. Since joining our club in 1987 she 
has served as club president in 1996-1997 and chaired 
many committees including the cultural tent at the 
Okinawan Festival. Affectionately known as our "joke 
lady", she frequency has a cheerful joke to share at the 
beginning our board meetings. Full of creative ideas, 
she plans fun-filled bus tours and has been instrumen
tal in bringing our ladies together for odori, hula, and 
ukulele. She is also blessed with many friends that 
help at the HOL/YOH andagi booth at the State Farm 
Fair and has brought in many new members. When 
help is needed, Thelma frequently loads up her "taxi"
with club members. Thelma, through her heart and 
actions, is truly our Uchinanchu of the Year. 

Hui Okinawa 
Alma Yogi is honored as 

the Hui Okinawa's 
Uchinanchu of the Year 
2000 for her dedication 
and outstanding active par
ticipation in all of Hui
Okinawa's yearly activities 
and functions. A retired 
high school teacher, Yogi 

. has served for the past 
nine years as the editor of 
the quarterly Hui Okinawa newsletter. 

Hui Uruma. 
Robert Seigiu Tamaye was born on May 17, 1919 at 

Honokaa on the island of Hawai'i. Robert presently 
raises crops and works daily on his macadamia nut 
fields. He is also a consultant, developer, and Manager 
of Statewide Macadamia Nut Orchards. Among his
achievements, he has served as President of the 
Hamakua/North Hilo Agricultural Cooperative, on the 
Board of Directors of the Hamakua Farm Bureau, 
Governor's Task Force on Agriculture, State Diversified 
Agricultural Task Force, State of Hawai'i Land Use 
Commission and on the Board of Directors Hamakua 
Brantley Center. More 
recently, he helped develop 
and serve as Director for 
the Hamakua Incubator 
Kitchen. In the early six-
t ies, his experience and. 
leadership in the field of 
agriculture lead him to 
establish ties with the 
Okinawa government and 
people. For nearly twenty
five years, Robert hosted trainees (two to three at a 
t ime) on his farm in Honokaa. He served as a mentor 
to these young trainees, helping them to develop agri
culture skills, which they eventually took back to 
Okinawa. Many of these young men have become suc
cessful farmers and .businessmen. The Okinawa gov
ernment twice recognized Mr. Tamaye for his contribu
tions to his exchange program. Hui Uruma is honored 
to recognize Robert Tamaye as our Uchinanchu of the 
Year for his outstanding contributions to preserve the 
Okinawa culture in Hawai'i through participation in 
activities of Hui Uruma. Robert has been a driving force
behind Hui Uruma (formerly known as Hamakua
Okinawan Kenjin Kai). 

(Special thanks to Chatan Sonjin Kai member Ray Uyema 
for sharing these digital files with Uchinanchu.) 
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PRESERVING OUR LEGACY 
(Donations received from November 3 to November 30, 2000.) 

lppe nihei deebiru to the following individuals for their generous contributions. 
Your support for the Hawaii.Okinawa Center's "Preserving Our-Legacy" campaign is greatly appreciated. 

DIAMOND ($5,000 AND ABOVE) 
In Memory of Kamato & Saburo Takara 

GOLD ($1,000 - $2,499) 
Glenn A. Higa 
Tom T. & Betty u; Higa 
Allen Takamiyashjro 

SILVER ($500 - $999) 
George & Norma Nakasone 
Kaname Oshiro 
Rons Construction Corp. 
James & Akiko Sherman 
Arthur & Marjorie Uyehara 

In Memory ofKeiko Miyashiro 
In Memory of Tokusuke and Goze 

Okuma 
In Honor of Chiyo Miyahira, 88th 

Birthday 
To Celebrate the Occasion of the 

Centennial 

BRONZE ($250 - $499) 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Helen . Candilasa 
Shige Kogachi 
Stanley & Lena Higa 
Honolulu Ford, Inc. 
Kenneth & Blanche Kiyabu 
Charles M. Miyashiro 
Ulson s.& Kay K. Nakamura 
George & Myrtle Nakasato 
Mr. & Mrs. Nobushige Nakasone 
Masaru & Kiyoko Oshiro 
Sakae & Fumiko Uehara 
Motoku & Asano Yahiku 

In Memory of Osumi Chinen 
In Memory of Nancy Yoshiko lnada 
In Memory of Simpson Kahikina 
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Masei Miyasato 
In Memory ofTaru & Kame Tengan 

CONTRIBUTOR ($100 - $249) 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Sonny & Miyo Abangan 
ABC Stores 
David & Mitsue Aka 
Akira Akamine 
Larry Akamine 
Seitoku & Shizuko Akamine 
George _& Eleanore Arakaki 
Suzanne S. Arakaki 
Shigeru & Sadako Arakawa 
Howard & Grace Awakuni 
Betty Chang 
Alice H. Chinen 
Stuart & Gayle Fujioka 
Henry Goya 
Shigeru Gushikuma 
Toshio & Hisae Hiyane 
lsamu & Yukiko Higa 
James & Shari Higa 
Larry M. Higa 

Robert T. & Sally N. Higa 
Nanette E. Hiraoka • 
Wayde S. Hirata 
Hiroshi & Nancy A. lge 
Ralph & Jean lge 
Toshio lge 
Fumio Iha 
Thomas Ikehara 
Mr. & Mrs. Hitoshi lrinaka 
Raymond Kanetake 
Masuo & Alice Kino 
Wallace Kiyabu 
Edwin Kobashigawa 
Hiichi & Nobuko Kobashigawa 
Masaichi & Julie Kobashigawa 
Lari Koga 
George & Tammy Kuba 
Asako Kuwazaki 
Asako Kuwazaki 
Hideko T. Masaki 
Stanley & Carol Matsuo 
Richard Miyahira 
Robert & Betsy Miyahira 
Wallace Seiko & Yasuko Miyahira 
Doreen Miyasato 

. Kiyoko Miyashiro 
Masako Miyashiro 
Seikichi Miyashiro 
Roy & Doris Nagamine 
Toyoko. Nagamine 
Mr: & Mrs. Maurice Nakachi 
Elsie Nakama 
Mori Nakamasu 
Stanley K. Nakamura 
Richard K. & Joyce H. Nakasato 
Helen Oh 
Joe & Donna Oshiro 
Kiichi OsHiro 
Richard S. Oshiro · 
Thomas Y. & Sally S. Oshiro 
Mrs. Yoshiko A. Oshiro 
Yoshimori Oshiro 
Dixon Oyadomari 
Mrs. Edward Reed 
Raymond .& Ruth Senaga 
Choriki & Dorothy Shimabuku 
Edith E. Shimabuku 
George & Yaeko Shimabukuro 
Masao Shimabukuro 
Genyei Shinsato 
C. Taha 
Clarence & Nancy Taha 
Yasuo & Hatsuko Taha 
Greenie Takaesu 
William & Kay Takaezu . 
Stanley & Betty Takamine 
James Takamiya 
George & Kame Takara 
Mr. & Mrs. Yasuo Takata 
Mr. & Mrs. David Y. Takayesu 
Pamela E. Tamashiro 
William Meiken Terukina 
Darrell T. Teruya 
Elsie M. Teruya 
Kisei Teruya 
Tamotsu & Asano Teruya 
Yukichi Teruya 
Clara 0. Tobara 
Choki Toma 
Harold & May Tome 

. Richard K. Tome 
Jane S. Tonaki 

Tokiaki Toyama 
George T. Uechi 
Koei & Arlene Uechi 
Ansho Ueshiro 
Dr. & Mrs. Sensuke Ueunten 
Sentei & Grace M. Ueunten 
Robert Unten 
Mr. & Mrs. Masamitsu Urasaki 
Matsunobu Uyehara 
Kosei Uyeunten 
Bert & Mitsuko Yamaguchi 
Kenneth & Takeko Yamakawa 
Toyo Yamashiro 

In Memory of Zenhachi Afuso 
In Memory of Kama & Kamato 

Akamine 
In Memory of Tatsuo Akamine 
In Memory of Kamazo & Chiyo 
- Arakaki and Yushin & Ushi Nohara 
In Memory of Mary Arakawa 
In Memory of Taketo Asato 
In Memory of Agnes Hanashiro Edwards 
In Memory of Harry S. Gima 
In Memory. of Kamesaburo and 

Matsu Gushiken 
In Memory of Charles Matsuhide Higa 
In.Memory of James K. Higa 
In Memory of Shinyo & Ushi Higa 
In Memory of Shiyei Higa 
In Memory of Yoshimori Higa
In Memory of Alfred J. lge 
In Me·mory of Shinyu Ige 
In Memory of Arthur Ishikawa 
In Memory of Archie & Tomiko Kakazu 
In Memory of Tsuruko Kakazu 
In Memory of Lorraine Kaneshiro 
In Memory of Doris Kimie Mayeshiro 
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Koei Nakama 
In Memory of Koyei Nakamoto 
In Memory of Jira & Makato Nakazato _ 
In Memory of Samson Shimabukuro 
In Memory of Kamata & Uto Shirota 
In Memory of Kamato Sueyoshi 
In Memory of Mr .. & Mr.s. Seijin Taba
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Jitsubu 

Takamiya·and Richard Minoru Takamiya 
In Memory of Kame & Mutaru Takara 
In Memory of Samuel Y. Takushi 
In Memory ofTadao Tamanaha 
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Shinsuke 

Toguchi 
In Memory of Kyuzo Toyama, 

Matasuke & Suye Toyama 
In Memory of Fukusuke & Kana Uechi 
In Memory of Tom Y. Unten 

_ In Memory of Ariki & Ushi Uyeshiro 
In Memory ofYeiso & Kamato 

Yamaguchi 
In Memory ofYomei & Shizuko 

Yamauchi 
In Memory of Rodney M. Zakimi 
In Honor of the lssei 
In Honor of Minoru and Kiyoko Kubota 
In Honor of 100th Anniversary of My 

Heritage 
In Honor of Our Issei Legacy 
In Honor· of Kosu Toyama 
In Honor of Austin-John Tsuhako . 
To Celebrate the 100th Anniversary of 

Okinawan Immigration 

To Celebrate the Occasion of the 
100th Anniversary of Okinawan 
Immigration 

To Celebrate the Occasion of the 
Centennial 

To Celebrate the 90th Birthday 
of Gishi Miyashiro 0une 13, 
1910) - Gishi & Ethel Miyashiro 

To Celebrate the Occasion of 
Preserving Our Legacy 

To Celebrate the 100th Birthday 
of Kama Uesato (Nov. 19, 1900) 

SUPPORTER ($50 - $99) 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Clarence M. Agena 
lchiro & Toshiko Arakaki 
James Arakaki 
Taro & Reiko Arakaki 
_ Tetsuo & Pauline S. Arakaki 

· and Ruby T. Kobayashi 
James K. Asato 
Walter & Dolores Ashimine 
Stanley K. Awa 
Irene Y. Chun 
Wilhermina Eshleman 
Francis Funakoshi 
Gordon Tokuo Furuto 
Mr. & Mrs. Shige Goya 
Thomas K. Gushiken 
Hawaiian Bitumuls Paving & 

Precast Co. 
Chris & Charlotte Higa 
Helen Y. Higa 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom T. Higa· 
Lily Horio 
Larry Hoshijo 
Charles & Geri lsara 
Yoshikazu Isa 
Merrill lshiki 
Clara M.H. Kajiwara 
Gordon & Cheryl Kamihara 
Kenneth Kamiya 
Elaine M. Kaneshiro 
Gary Kaneshiro 
Masako Kaneshiro 
Walter M. Kaneshiro 
Kenko Kina 
Walter K. & Patsy Kishimoto 
Paul K. & Katherine T. Kiyabu 
Masaru Kobashigawa 
Bert & Helen Kochi 
Mr. & Mrs.-Richard Kogachi 
Yukio & Ethel K. Koki 
Shinko Kuniyoshi 
Stephen & Rosemarie Love 
Eugene & Nancy Miura 
Michael & Ina Miyahira 
Ralph & Ethel Miyashiro 
Yoshiko Miyashiro 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Lee 
Sue Shiroma Nada 
Takeo Nakamura 
Wayne & Karen Nakamura
Mr. & Mrs. K. Nakanishi 
Elmer S. Nakasato 
Lloyd & Pam Nakasone 
Raymond S. Nakasone 
Jeffrey Namihira 



Ronald K. Namihira 
Kenneth & Myrna Nishihara 
Toshio & Beatrice Nishizawa 
Hiroshi Okuhara 
Kaoru Oshiro 
Tadao Oshiro 
John Oyasato 
Choji Shimabukuro 
Clyde Shimabukuro 
Matsusuke Shimabukuro & Family 
Mark K., Jennie K. & Karen K. 

Shimane 
Zenwa Shima 
Star Markets, Ltd. 
James Takemoto 
Fumiko Tamanaha & Evelyn Tanaka 
Ichiro Tamashiro 
Y.D. & LT. Tamayori 
Chiyoko Tamayoshi 
Matsuichi Tamayoshi 
Shoichi Tengan 
Judy K. Teruya 
Yoshio Teruya 
Shizuo & Alice Tokuda 
Kenny Toyama 
Harue Uechi 
Florence H. Uehara 
Shizuye, Audrey & Patsy Uehara 
Yoshiko Uehara 
Senjin Ueunten 
Riyusuke Uyehara 
R. Roy Yamasaki 
Chikako Yamashiro 
Thoma.s I. Yamauchi 
Ted & Harriet Agena Yap 
Hatsue Zakahi 

In Memory of Harold & Elsie Asato 
In Memory of Ushi Asato 
In Memory of Sanra Chinen 
In Memory of Mr .. John Donahue 
In Memory of Kwantsu & Tsuru Hirata 
In Memory of Kamaji Kaneshiro 
In Memory of Mary Kikue 
In Memory of Kana & Yako Nakamatsu 
In Memory of Haruo Shigeta 
In Memory of Jiro & Ushi 

Shimabukuro 
In Memory of Seiyei Toguchi 
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Kama Tsuhako 
In Memory of Kama & Toshiko Uyehara 
In Memory of Kama & Toshiko Uyehara 
In Memory of Shinyei Zakahi 
In Honor of lsseis 
In Honor of Shinyei Nakamine--Medal

of Honor Recipient 
In Honor of Kamado Toyama 
To Celebrate the Occasion of the 100 

Year Centennial 
To Celebrate the Occasion of the 100 

Year Centennial 
To Celebrate the Occasion of the 100th 

Anniversary 

CONTRIBUTOR ($25 - $49) 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
S. Afuso 
James & Terry Agena 
Kiyoko Aimoto 
Masaru & Florence K. Akamine. 
Michael Arakaki 
Noboru Arakaki 
Clarence Y. Asato 
Evan & Evelyn Asato 

Rikio Asato 
Sadayasu & Hitoye China 
Chiyoko Chinen 
Yukiko Esaki 
Edna Fukuji 
Shinichi & Kimiko Gibo 
Tsuruko Gibu 
Henry & Hazel Ginoza . 
Beatrice Goy_a 
Paul & Takako Goya 
Barney Gushiken 
Masaichi & Mieko Gushikuma 
Tsuruko Gushikuma 
Fukuichi & Masae Higa 
Gladys Higa 
Hideyasu Higa 
James & Bessie Higa 
Janet Higa 
Joseph S. Higa 
Margaret H. Higa 
Seijin Higa 
Shoyei & Evelyn Higa 
Mr. & Mrs. Y. Higa 
Kazuyuki Hirata 
Junko Hisley 
Thelma Ho 
Fred M. lge 
Marian H. Iha 
Richard & Leilani Isa 
Yoshinori & Kiyoko Isa 
Kamato Ishikawa 
Yaeko Iwasaki 
Elmo Kaneshiro 
Harry Y. Kaneshiro 
Masanobu & Betsy Kaneshiro 
Paul Kaneshiro 
Sadako Kaneshiro 
Shinichi Kaneshiro 
Shomei & Haru Kaneshiro 
Yoshiko Kaneshiro 
Michael & Vivian Kekina 
Carole Kido 
Robert & Janet Kina 
Shintoku & Harue Kise 
Harry S. Kiyabu 
Mr. & Mrs. Atsuo Kobashigawa 
Yasuo & Hanako Kuwaye 
Betty Kiyoko Lee 
Lorraine M. Lortz 
Minoru Maeda 
Tom T. Matsumura 
S. Miller 
Joyce Miyasato 
Kiyoshi Miyasato 
Samuel & Peggy Miyasato 
Shigeru Miyasato 
Larry M. & Yaye B. Miyashiro
Wilson I. & Marion 0. Miyashiro 
Yoshio Miyashiro 
Goro & Alice Nagai 
James I. & Sandra S. Nagamine 
James S. Nagamine 
Hiroko G. Nagata 
Thomas I. Nakadomari 
Larry & Ruby Nakama 
Haruko Nakasone 
Keiko Nakata 
Seifuku & Ann Nakayama 
Mr. & Mrs. Seiki Nakayama 
Jinsei Nako 
Toshiko Neumann 
Harold G. Nishihara 
Paul & Mary Nuha 
Henry T .. & Irene Omine 
Dennis & Janet Oshiro 
Haruko Oshiro 
Russell G. Owens 
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Mona & Lionel Payes 
Tsuruko Y. Rivera 
David T. Shima 
H.ozen Shimabuku 
Manabu Shimabuku 
Ralph S. & Masae Shimabukuro 
S. & H. Shimabukuro ' 
Shuei Shimabukuro 
Takeo & Betty Shimabukuro 
Benjamin & Nancy Shimokawa 
Raymond J. Shinsato 
Sue & Wayne Shiohira 
Haruko Shiroma 
Raymond & JoAnn Shito 
Frank T. Sueyoshi . 
Chiyoko & Seichi Taira 
Ronald Takahashi 
KennethJ., Doris T. & Susan Takamiya 
Kiku & Wallace K. Takara 
Masao & Phyllis Takara 
Barbara M. Takata 
Chiyoko Takihara 
Terry Tamanaha 
Karen K. Tamanaha 
Seihan & Alice Tamashiro 
Seiko Tamashiro 
Keiko U. Tamayori 
Seichi Tamayose 
Yukichi Tanahara 
Paul T. & Evelyn Tanaka 
Takejiro Tengan 
Mr. &_Mrs. Ronald Toguchi 
Stanley S. & Doris F. Tokuda 
Kameko Tokumine 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Tominaga 
Sunny S. Tominaga 
Doris H. Toyama 
Nancy K. Y. Toyama 
Alice T. Uehara & Nora S. Uyehara 
Kansei Uehara 
Sam H. Uehara 
Shinsuke Uehara 
Mark & Aileen Ueunten 
Eddie Uyehara 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Y. Uyehara 
Gail Villegas & Lillian Hamasaki 
Helen Waniya 
Muriel Wehrman 
MarkYabui 
Herbert• S. & Helen H. Yamamoto 
Ronald & Michie Yamane 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Yamashiro 
Frances M. & Yvonne Y. Yamauchi 
William S. Yogi 
Kameko Zukemura 

In Memory of Shinjiro & Kamei 
Arakawa 

In Memory of Cynthia Baca & Kenneth 
Taha · 

In Memory of Rachel S. Cho· 
In Memory of George T. Fukuji 
In Memoru of Genku Gushiken 
In Memory of Yeisun & Tsuruko 

Isagawa 
In Memory of Mathew I. Kaneshiro 
In Memory of Matsu l(obashigawa 

Coming April 1 . . 

In Memory of Mitsuko Maki 
In Memory of Gilbert K. 
Makishi 
In Memory of Lily Y. Matsumoto 
In Memory of Kosuke & Kana 
Miyasato 
In Memory of Mark Kamemori 

Miyashiro 
Jn Memory of Harry Moshu 
Morita 
In Memory of Loretta Nagamine 
In Memory of Kozun Nakata 
In Memory of Kama & Maka 
Nishihara 
In Memory of Tokuzo & Gozei 

Oshiro 
In Memory of Raymond 

Sakumoto 
In Memory of Tsurui 

Shimabukuro 
In Memory of Kamata and Uto 

Shirota 
In Memory of Taro & Uto Uehara 

and Kana & Haruko Teruya 
In Memory of Mojin & Uto 

Yahiku 
In Memory of Chusuke 

Yonashiro 
In Memory of Tadao Yonashiro 
In Honor of Parents 
To Celebrate the Occasion of 

the 100-year Okinawan imm
gration 

To Celebrate the Occasion of 
Hawaii Okinawa Center 

OTHER 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Charles T. Asato 
Violet Chena 
Mae M. Chung 
Hatsume Higa & Vivian Y. 

Kekina 
Hatsuyo Higa & Iris M. 

Haraguchi 
Richard Higa 
Teisho & Grace Higa 
Warren & Sandra Jakahi 
David Kanda (Sound System 

Stereo) 
Hatsuko Kaneshiro 
Kosei & Akiko Kaneshiro 
Toshiro Miyasato 
Lillian M. Miyashiro 
Shigeko & John I. Nakahara 
Raymond Nakamura 
Masami & Sadako Oshiro 
Edith Y. Oya 
Seikichi Shimabukuro 
Joe R. & Yoshiko Shiroma 
Kenneth S. Teruya 
Mrs. Shizuno Uyehara 
Henry E. & Toshiko S. 

Yamaguchi 

www.huoa.org 

Check us out! 
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PRESERVING OUR LEGACY 
(Donations received from December 1 to December 31, 2000) 

lppe nihei deebiru to the following individuals for their generous contributions. 
Your support for the Hawaii Okinawa Center's "Preserving Our Legacy"campaign is greatly appreciated. 

DIAMOND ($5,000 AND ABOVE) 
In Memory of Eishin & Kame 

Yamaguchi 

GOLD ($1,000 -.$2,499) 
Glenn M. Biven, DDS MS 
Gordon & Alice Kushimaejo 

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Seisuke 
Hanashiro. and Mr. & Mrs. George 
Chosho-Ganeko 

In Memory of Kamakichi & Masu 
Toyama 

SILVER ($500 - $999) 
Gentry Homes, Ltd. 
James Y. & Marian Iha 
Herbert & Mary Matayoshi 
Tokujin & Edith Tamashiro 

In Memory of Kama & Hatsuye Agena 
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Shoho Asato 
In Memory of Boktizen Kaneshiro. 
In Memory of Kamata & Boka Nohara 
In Memory of Harry T. Shiroma 

BRONZE ($250 - $499) 
Earl Y. Arakaki 
Kenneth & Nora Chibana 
Paul Chinen 
Ryokichi Higashionna 
Frank S. & Eleanor ltomura 
Stanley & Donna Koki 
Jane & Howard Takara 
Mr. & Mrs. Dexter T. Teruya 
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Toyama 

In Memory of Taketo Asato 
In Memory of Mr. Kame Arakaki ahd 

Mrs. Ushi Miyagusuku Arakaki 

CONTRIBUTOR ($100 - $249) 
Anonymous 
Eric & Shizuko Akamine 
Myron R. Akana 
Stanley K. & Irene N. Arakaki 
Robert Arakawa 
Ken & Chiyoko Asato 
Evelyn T. Brand 
Jane H. Goto 
Milton N. & Eloise M. Higa 
Shigeo & Yoshiko Higa 
Sta.nley & Christine Higa 
Yoshiaki Higa 
Tatsuo Ikehara 
Larry & Myrtle Ishikawa 
Kishun & Kikue Kaneshiro 
Masao & Kimiko Kinjo 
George Kino 
Kiyoshi Kiyan 
Andrew _Kobashigawa 
Roy Z. Kobashigawa 
Herbert Kohagura 
Yoshiaki Kuniyos,hi 
Walter & Betty Kuwaye 
Nancy K. Lee 
Alfred & Karen Liu 
Seiyu & Haruko Matsudo 

Janet M. & Margaret Y. Miji 
Douglas Y. & Gladys T. Miyasato 
Faye & Gordon Miyasato 
Ronald & Carol Miyashiro 
Walt .& Wanda Miyashiro . 
Doris Murai 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Nakahara 
Alben & Lynn Namihira 
Edward S. Onaga 
George K. & Oorothy S. Oshiro 
Wes Sakamoto 
LT. Shimabukuro 
Norman & Stella Shinkoethe 
Charles & Jean Shiroma 
George & Nora Shiroma 
Seiko & Doris S. Shiroma 
Frederick & Virginia Takara 
George H. & Misao Takara 
Holly E. Takara 
Walter & Beatrice Takara 
Lillian M. Takata 
Suetoshi Tamanaha 
George & Emeline Tamashiro 
Tsuneo & Janet K. Tamashiro 
Fumio & Ella Teruya
Shizu Toguchi 
Thomas K. & Gail M. Toma 
Eugene T. Uyehara 
Mr. & Mrs. Yukio Uyehara 
Mike & Eunice Uyesu 
'Carl & Arline Uyeunten 
John & Lynne Waihee 
Mr .. & Mrs .. Edward T. Yamada 
Steve Yamada 
Herbert E. Yamaguchi 
Kimiko Yamaguchi 

In Memory of Choso Adaniya 
In Memory ofYuichi & Tsuyu Asato 
In Memory of Matsu & Tsui-u Chinen 

by Wallace S. Chinen 
In Memory of Vicki S. Higa 
In Memory of Nancy T. Isa 
In Memory of Kamezo Takahisa

Kaneshiro 
In Memory of Kashin & Taru Miyahira 
In Memory of Kamesuke & Kama 

Miyasato 
In Memory of Kanasuke & Kami 

Nakasone 
In Memory of Charlotte E. Provino 
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Kengi Teruya
In Memory of Wallace Tsuha 
In Memory of Nake & Masuyei 

Yoshimoto 
In Memory of Kama & Kamado Isa 
In Memory of Victor I. Yamashita 

SUPPORTER ($50 - $99) 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Richard & Beatrice Adaniya 
Kotoku & June Akamine 
Edward Y. & May S. Asato 
Carol's Craft Corner 
Steven, Rae, Janna, Keller & Amy Chow 
Gayle Gilbert 
Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Gima 
Shigeko Hata
Dorothy F.Higa 

Mr.·& Mrs. Matsusei Higa 
Janet & Philip K. lge 
James J. & Carol K. Inafuku 
Peter Inafuku 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Inouye 
Dorothy lsara 
Toyo Kakazu 
Thomas & Karen Kiyabu 
L. J. & Karen K. Kobashigawa 
Kageyoshi Koja 
Dora Kumata 
Henry N: Kuwaye 
Lois T. McCartney &· Family 
Stanley Mishima . 
Masuko & Raymond M. Miyashiro 
Mr. & Mrs. Takeo Nakama 
Robert & Becky Nakasone 
Alice Njus 
Haruno Nogami 
Clifford & Barbara No hara 
George Nuha 
Edward & Haruko Okita 
Yukio & Kazue · Oshiro 
Seisuke & Ethel Serikaku 

_ Rayne Shimabuku 
Mike & Penny Shimabukuro 
Takeichi Shimabukuro 
Masumi Shoma 
Yoshito & Kimiko Takamine 
Shigeru & Hatsuko Tamanaha 
Sean & Lena Tamashiro 
Kenneth & Jean Teshima 
Robert Tokumori 
Roy & Joan Uyehara 

In Memory of Gijun Funakoshi 
In Memory of Shotoku lge 
In Memory of kami & Tokushin 

Nakamoto 
In Memory of Sang Am Um 
To Celebrate the Occasion of the 100th 

Anniversary of Okinawan· immigration 
To Celebrate the Occasion of 

Preserving Our Legacy 

CONTRIBUTOR ($25 - $49) 
Annonymous 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Shigeru & Mildred Akamine 
Dick's Barber Shop 
Marion Gibo 
Yoneko K. & Nobu Gushiken 
Lyman Higa 
Noboru Higa 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Higa 
Shizuye Higa 
Saburo & Alice U. lge 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas T. lge 
Diane Imada 
Grace H. Isa 
Fumiko Kaneshiro 
Kikue Kiyabu 
Toshi Kobashigawa 
Sally E. Kumabe 
Gertrude Laa 
Tatsu & Yoshiko Maeshiro 
Masano Miyahira 
Sue T. Mizak 
Yasuhachi & Fumie Nagamine 

George M. Nakama 
Mitsue Namihira 
Richard & Sherry Nushida 
Roy & Thelma Okino 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy· Omoto 
Aileen A. Oshiro 
Eisho Oshiro 
Dianne N. Pitman 
Mr. & Mrs. Seisho Shimabuku 
Raymond S. Shiroma 
Robert & Nancy Takasaki 
James & Loretta Tokuda 
Elsie Tome 
Agnes M. Tsuha · 
Milton & Ethel Uehara 
Alex Uyeshiro 
Minoru Watada 
Harold T. Yamshiro, Jr. 
Yasuo & Irene Yamashiro 

In Memory of Chiyoko Arakawa 
In Memory of Eisei , Higa . 
In Memory of Richard S. Higa 
In Memory of.Mr. & Mrs. Ushi 

Higa 
In Memory of Kamado & 

Kama Isa 
In Memory of Mr. Lester T. 

Kamiya and Mrs. Shizue 
Kamiya 

In Memory·ofYasukichi 
Kaneshiro 

In Memory of Hitoshi Kaneshiro 
In Memory of Kama & Kame 

Miyashiro 
In Memory of Robert Nakamura 
In Memory.of Goze Onaga 
In Memory of Gicho & Tsuru 

Takaesu 
In Memory of Seiso Tamashiro 
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Shun 

Toyama 

OTHER 
Jean M. Ajimine 
Elbert G. & Grace Arakawa 
Charles Fukuhara 
Mr. & Mrs. David Fukumoto 

James & Betty Y. Higa 
Paul & Shirley Kaneshiro 

·Rickey Y. Kiyabu 
Jensuke Kobashigawa 
Dale La Forest 
Jean Miyashiro Caravalho 
Betty H. Oshiro 
Richard Oshiro 
Jin Takamiya 
Kazue & Lee T. Takushi 
Yoshio & Betty H. Takushi 
Milton M. Tamanaha 
June Tsukamoto 



2000 UCHINANCHU READER SURVEY RESULTS 
by Gary T. Honda 
Executive Editor, Uchinanchu 
Executive Director, HUOA 

In the December 2000 issue of Uchinanchu, we asked you to respond to a 
Reader Survey. This was the second reader survey that Uchinanchu has done in 
the last three years. We had 56 respondents to our first survey, which was 
done in April 1998. Eighty readers responded to our 2000 survey, an increase 
of 42.9 percent. In the first survey, we received responses from O'ahu, Maui 
and the Big Island. The 2000 survey surprised us because we received 
responses from not only O'ahu, Maui and the Big Island - •but from Kaua'i, 
California ·and Washington state as well. In one sense, we can say that 
Uchinanchu has become a national newsletter. Ippe nihwee deebiru to all of 
you who took the time to respoJ1d. 

During the next few months, we will be using this information to make 
Uchinanchu more -informative and entertaining for you, while continuing to focus 
on our mission of preserving, perpetuating and promoting our Okinawan culture. 

From the 80 responses to our 2000 survey, we were able to put together the 
following profile of the .average Uchinanchu reader. 

• Our average reader is about 68.6 years old. In 1998, our average reader 
was 62.4 years old. 

• Uchinanchu's average reader still reads the entire issue of the newsletter
and keeps each issue for _about a month, or until the next issue is published. 

• Our average reader comes from a household of.one to two adults; in 
several families, there were more than two generations of Uchinanchu 
living together. One respondent had four generations of Uchinanchu living 

\ . 

in his home- second, third, fourth and fifth. , 
In 1998, the average reader felt that Uchinanchu should be published every 

other month. In 2000, 35.6 percent felt that Uchinanchu should be publishe·d 
monthly, while 35.6 percent felt it should be published quarterly .. Only 28.9 
percent felt it should be published bi-monthly. This year, we plan to publish 
six issues. 

The survey found that 50.7 percent of our readers noticed a change in 
Uchinanchu, while 49.3 saw no change. These statistics are important to us 
because we have been trying to do more with Uchinanchu . 

We will be including more feature articles about our Okinawan culture, peo
ple in our community, stories about the past and upcoming events . Our read
ers have indicated that they want to see cultural stories about Okinawans, 
human interest pieces, stories about Okinawans in other parts of the world, 
and news from Okinawa. They also want to read about younger Okinawans 
and about the life experiences of our lssei and Nisei. . 

In the survey, 90.9 percent said that Uchinanchu is their primary source of 
information about our Okinawan community. We are pleased to hear that and 
pledge to do all we can to continue giving you an informative and entertain
ing publication in a timely manner. 

We hope more of our HUOA clubs will share information about their club 
activities with Uchinanchu. President jimmy Iha said it all in his installation 
message: "We must always remember that the success of HUOA is highly 
dependent upon the strength and effectiveness of our member associations." 
Sharing information_, recognizing the good work of yotir club and your individ
ual members - that's what Uchinanchu is here to help you do. 

The comments you shared with us in the survey will help improve 
Uchinanchu. Please keep reading Uchinanchu and feel free to write us at HUOA, 
94-587 Ukee St., Waipahu, Hawaii 96797, or e-mail us at huoa@aloha.com to 
let us know what you think of the issues. We also welcome any suggestions 
you may have. lppe nihwee deebiru. for your support and kokua! 

Pearl City . Florist 
FLORAL SERVICES FOR ALL OCCASIONS, 

• Floral Bouquets · • Fresh Cut Flowers/Proteas 
• Weddings and Proms • Assorted Leis 
• Funeral Wreaths and Sprays • Pack for Shipping/Travel 

SERVING: 
Leeward, Central Oahu and

Honolulu areas 

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE -

Shari Kikuchi Dorothy Nakashima 
Consultant Head Designer 

Tom Nago 
President 

803 Kam Hwy., Suite 201D 
Pearl City, Hawaii 96782 

455-2012 
Charge by 

Phone 
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"HOT" (HAWAII OKINAWA TODAY) PRESENTS HOT 1V 
The HUOA video team is going gangbusters, editing video they've shot for 

HUOA's weekly television program, "Hawaii Okinawa Today," or "HOT." "Hawaii 
Okinawa Today" airs Wednesday evenings from 7 to 8 p.m. on 'Olelo: The 
Corporation for Community Television (Oceanic Cable channel 52). 

11 

Last year was a busy one filled with activities marking the centennial of 
Okinawan immigration to Hawai'i. The HOT team shot all of the centennial events 
as a permanent record of what transpired - but also to share the events with oth
ers in our community through pictures and sound. Keep in mind that it's very easy 
to shoot video; much more time-consuming is the editing process. It takes up to 
80 hours to edit a one-hour show. 

Our HOT team members are interested .in video production. However, they are 
also young, working people who are trying their best to edit the shows as quickly 
and as creatively as possible. 

Although several events are planned for this year's celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of the HUOA, the lighter schedule will allow us more editing time. 

We have put together a tentative program schedule that will carry us through 
April. Remember that this schedule is tentative and subject to change. 'Olelo 
requires that our shows be ready for viewing by the Saturday before our scheduled 
Wednesday air time. If weare not able to finish editing and production by the 
Saturday due date, we will substitute it with another of our interesting shows -
."A HOT hana hou." 

We will be providing Program Committee chair Victor Yamashiroya and Culture 
Subcommittee chair Thelma Lam with the latest schedule information so they can 
pass the information on during Keiko Ura's radio program on KZOO on Sundays 
from 4:30 to 5 p.m. 

The information will also be provided to the HUOA staff and to Ronald 
Miyashiro, chair of our Computer Subcommittee, which is presently constructing 
HUOA's website. Beginning April 1, go to our website, www.huoa.org, for the latest 
update on "Hawaii Okinawa Today" programs. 

If you have any questions about HUOA's video team or about our HOT programs, 
please call Henry lsara at 595-2773, or e-mail him at henryisara@hawaii.rr.com 
· lppei nihei debiru from the HUOA Video Team .

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR HOT SHOWS 
Feb. 28: "Chimu Suruti Udura - Our Heartfelt Dance" benefit performance 
for HUOA and aloha party. Performance by members of the Ryusei Honryu 
Hozon Kai from Okinawa, San Francisco and Hawaii, featuring Hawaii's 
Mitsuko Toguchi Sensei. (A HOT hana hou) 

March 7: "Nuuzi Kakiyabira - Rainbows: Bridges in Time." Opening perform
ance of the Okinawan Centennial Celebration. (Taped Jan. 8, 2000 at the 

· Hawaii Okinawa Center) 

March 14: HUOA Installation Banquet: installation of 2001 officers, led by 
President James Iha. (Taped Jan. 20 at the Hawaii Okinawa Center) 

March 21: "Chuhisa Na .- Fulfilling Dreams, One Step at a Time." Nabiraki 
(formal introduction) performance of the Tamagusuku Ryu Sen ju Kai - Frances 
Nakachi Ryubu Dojo. (Taped May 13, 2000, at the Hawaii Theatre) 

March 28: Hawaii Okinawa Center 10th anniversary celebration. (Taped June 
10, 2000, at the Hawaii Okinawa Center) 

April 4: "Nuuzi Kakiyabira_ - Rainbows: Bridges in Time." Opening perform
ance, of the Okinawan Centennial Celebration. (Taped Jan. 8, 2000, at the 
Hawaii Okinawa Center) (A HOT hana hou) 

April 11: "Champuru Show". featuring a mixed plate of activities in our 
Okinawan community, including: 
• Hui Okinawa's Haari Boat races. (Taped Aug. 19, 2000, in Hilo) 

. • Namie Amuro performance. (Taped May 12, 2Q00, at the Waikiki Shell) 
• Autumn Dance Festival. (Taped Sept. 16, 2000, at the Hawaii Okinawa Center) 
• Children's Day Camp. (Taped June 12-16, 2000, at the Hawaii Okinawa Center) 

April 18: Kauai Okinawan Festival (taped April 18 and 19, 2000, in Lihue) 

April 25: HUOA Board of Directors meeting at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. 
Interviews wit h President James Iha and others (taped Feb. 26, 2001). Also, 
other events. 
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''AISATSU'' AND ''MAHALO" MISSION A SUCCESS 
by Albert H. Miyasato 
HUOA 2000 President 

hawk. dents - Lynn Miyashiro, Alyce Nakama, Allison Yanagi 
Jimmy Iha followed with his aspirations for the year and Kelly Takamiya - also ,performed at the reception. 

Member; Club Motobu 2001. He outlined plans for the celebration of the We were also fortunate to have Mamoru Miyagi per-
50th anniversary of.the HUOA, participation in the form several numbers from his native Yaeyama. He will 

On Feb. 1, a delegation of four HUOA members Third Worldwide Uchinanchu Taikai, and his plans to be the special guest performer from Okinawa at this 
returned to Hawaii following a very hectic but produc- expand the annual Okinawan Festival to greater sue- year's Okinawan Festival. He -performed several num-
tive trip to Okinawa. The delegation included 2001 cess. He said he was concerned about passing on the bers from Yaeyama . ((lfyou want a sneak preview of.his 

HUOA President Jimmy Iha; President-elect Gladys Okinawan cultural legacy to the younger generations. music, we brought back copies of his latest CD which · 
Tokunaga-Asao; Dexter Teruya, chair of last year's Only in this way can we assure the well-being of the can be purchased that the Hawaii Okinawa Center gift 

Centennial Celebration Committee and this year's Third future of the HUOA. He closed with a request for con- shop for $20.) The _program ended with everyone hold-

Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival; and myself. Dexter tinuing support for the HUOA. ing hands and singing ''Hawaii Aloha" and "Aloha'Oe." 

traveled to Okinawa at his own personal As our guests left, they were each given a 

expense because as chair of the HUOA com- gift bag containing coffee, jam and cookies 
mittee, he wanted to personally thank the from HUOA. The mahalo party was a huge 
people of Okinawa for supporting the cen- success and was pulled off under budget. 
tennial celebration. The people with whom we worked closely on 

We departed Honolulu on Jan. 25 on a this t rip - Mr. Makiya, Mr. Genka, the 
multi-task missio•n that included thanking Okinawa-Hawaii Kyokai , Dr. Yoshihiro 

the people of Okinawa (the public, govern- Miyasato and Ms. Chieko Nakamura of OPG 
ment officials, businesses, Okinawa-Hawaii - were all more than satisfied at the success 
Kyokai) for their overwhelming support of of the event. 
last year's highly successful Okinawan The remainder of our time in Okinawa was 

Centennial Celebration, introducing HUOA's spent visiting at least a dozen dignitaries: 

2001 President Jimmy Iha and President-elect mayors, educators and businesspeople. My 
Gladys Tokunaga-Asao, outlining President article on our trip would go on forever if I 
Iha's 2001 program --- which includes spe- told you about each person with whom we 
cial events marking the 50th anniversary of met, so I will limit my comments to three 
the establishment of HUOA, and finally, HUOA President Jimmy Iha - a man of many talents - joined the Kyokai's Leilani halau for especially heartwarming visits we made _ to 
meeting with officials of the Third ''Aloha 'Oe" and "Hawaii Aloha." (Photos courtesy_of Dexter Teruya) Kin-cho Mayor Katsuhiro Yoshida, Naha City 

Worldwide Uchinanchu Taikai regarding HUOA's partici- Entertainment was provided by the Okinawa-Hawaii Mayor Takeshi Onaga, and to Gov. Keiichi Inamine. 

pation in the event. (See Dexter's Taikai update on the fol- Kyokai Hula Leilani Halau. Jimmy Iha picked up an It is becoming a tradition to recognize Kin-cho as the 

lowing page.) ukulele and joined the Hawaiian group for the closing most notable area in Okinawa. After all, it is the birth-
The HUOA Board of Directors approved a $10,000 songs, "Hawaii Aloha" and "Aloha'Oe." place of Toyama Kyuzo, the father of Okinawan immi-

budget for the entire trip, which included a stand-up, We spent the remainder of the evening enjoying the gration to Hawaii and elsewhere. Okinawans in Hawaii 

cocktails and heavy pupus "mahalo" reception for fellowship and renewing acquaintances. The gathering have consistently been reminded ofToyama's trailblaz-
about 80 select Okinawan guests. We were advised to was a great prelude to the week's activities. ing role and the impact he made on countless lives. 
budget about 5,000 yen (approximately $50) per per- We held a press conference on Mon., Jan. 29 at the The role Kin-cho Mayor Katsuhiro Yoshida and the peo-

son for the reception food and cocktails. We also pre- Okinawa Prefectural Government press room to thank pie of his town played in the celebration of our centen-

sented each guest with an orchid lei and a gift bag of the people of Okinawa for supporting our centennial nial was spectacular and phenomenal and is well-docu-
coffee, jam and cookies. celebration and to tell them about our programs for mented. 

We are especially grateful to Akira Makiya, president, this year and to ask for their support. The press con- It was most fitting, therefore, that our first official 
and Eiken Genka, headquarters secretary, of the ference was covered by nearly a dozen media organi- visit was to Kin-cho on January 27. We were welcomed 

Okinawa-Hawaii Kyokai, who among many, many other zations, including the two major dailies, Ryukyu Shimpo by Mayor Yoshida and just about his entire staff. This is 
things, drove us to all of our appointments, and to and Okinawa Times and several television and radio sta- noteworthy because it was a Saturday, normally an off-
Chieko Nakamura of the Okinawa Prefectural tions. day for most of his staff. We met in the conference 

Government's International Exchange Division for set- Some in the press were concerned about the rapidly room with a group of 16 leaders that included leaders 

ting up our itinerary and scheduling our courtesy calls diminishing number of lssei arid Nisei whose life sto- from neighboring villages. We talked about why we had 

and the press conference we convened. ries should be recorded. They asked for references so come to Okinawa. 
We arrived in Nc1ha late Friday evening, Jan. 26. Oo they can arrange interviews for oral history purposes. After the short conference, we were given a short 

hand to greet us at the airport were Mr. Makiya and Mr. Several of our subsequent meetings were also covered tour of Kin-cho, which included a stop at the birthplace 
Genka from the Kyokai, and Dr. Yoshihiro Miyasato, my by the Okinawa media. of Toyama Kyuzo. After the tour, Mayor Yoshida invited 

first cousin, who is a pediatrician and a member of the Our mahalo reception at the Harbor View Hotel in us to lunch. 
Harbor View Hotel, where our reception was to be Naha on Tues. evening, Jan. 30, was attended by 82 On January 29, we visited with Mayor Takeshi Onaga 

held. Several other cousins were also there to offer people, including our four scholarship students from to ask for his support in the future. Mayor Onaga sue-
their Uchinanchu aloha. Nansei Kanko Hotel owner Mr. Hawai'i. My cousin, Dr. Yoshihiro Miyasato, worked ceeded former Mayor Kosei Oyadomari, a good friend 
Maeda sent a van to transport our luggage and the 19 with Mr. Makiya to help us secure the hotel at a rea- and supporter of Hawaii Uchinanchu who retired last 
large boxes we had brought for the reception to the sonable rate. The Kyokai assisted with invitations and November. Mayor Onaga said he was awed by a video 
hotel. Despite the late hour, we met with Mr. Makiya, RSVP cards and took care of the reception table. They he saw of pigs being transported to Okinawa to help 
Mr. Genka and Dr. Yoshihiro Miyasato to go over the also made a large banner for the reception. the people in the aftermath of World War II. 
week's itinerary and details for the mahalo reception. As the guests arrived, members of the Kyokai's 
It was almost midnight when we settled into our rooms. Leilani hula halau, dressed in colorful muumuus, pre-

On Sun., Jan. 28 we were the special guests of the sented each person with a lei and a name card. Special 
Okinawa-Hawaii Kyokai at their New Year's Party at the thanks to our own Dot Hoe, who ordered 82 extra 
Sun Palace Hotel. The party was attended by about 50 fresh orchid leis and to the Nansei Kanko Hotel, in 
people, among them many longtime Hawaii supporters: whose refrigerator we stored the leis. They were still 
Mr. and Mrs. Kamesuke Nakamura, lchiro Oyadomari, fresh five days after we arrived in Okinawa. We had 
Kin-cho Mayor Katsuhiro Yoshida, Mr. Makiya, Mr. brought special leis for Governor lnamine and Speaker 
Genka, C:hoichi Terukina Sensei, Masayuki Oshiro, for- Iramina. Unfortunately, they were called away to 
mer Hawaii prisoner-of-war Hikoshin Toguchi, a few Tokyo, so we presented the leis to Vice Governor 
dance sensei, Mrs. Keiko Ota (wife of former governor Hideo Ishikawa and Vice Speaker Takara as well as to 
Masahide Ota) and Choko Takayama. Mayor Takeshi Onaga, the newly elected mayor of Naha . 

Okinawa-Hawaii Kyokai President Makiya formally The Kyokai donated two cases of wine for the recep-
welcomed us in his speech. We were asked to go on tion. Mr. Makiya perso'nally donated two cases of 
stage and share a few comments with the Kyokai mem- awamori, and Dr. Miyasato donated six bottles of 
bers. As immediate past president, I relayed our thanks whiskey and vodka. The beer for the reception had to 
to the group for their tremendous support throughout be purchased from the hotel with the food. 
our centennial year. We received the biggest applause we·were fortunate to have Yuki Miyazato, who is 
when I announced that in spite of the multitude of bilingual, as our reception emcee. Each of us gave a short 
events and activities held to commemorate the centen- speech. Congratulatory messages were given by Vice 
nial, the celebration budget will end up "in the black" Governor Ishikawa for Gov. lnamine and Vice Speaker 
- thanks in large part to the support of the Kyokai Takara for Speaker Iramina, and by Mayor Onaga. 
and the people of Okinawa; and particularly to Dexter Entertai_nment was provided by the Leilani Group, 
Teruya, our Okinawan Centennial Celebration led by Mr. and Mrs. Nobuo Utsuki - who also made a 
Committee chairman, who watched our finances like a monetary donation to HUOA. Our four scholarship stu-

President-elect_ Gladys Tokunaga-Asao and I present anthuriums to 
Okinawa Governor Keiichi Inamine while President jimmy Iha looks on. 

On January 31, we called on Governor Keiichi 
Inamine. We relayed the purpose of our visit and pre
sented him with gifts of coffee, jam, cookies and a 
dozen anthuriums. Governor Inamine had been briefed 
in detail about our mahalo reception and repeated 
some of the points we had made the night before. He 
focused his remarks on the Third Worldwide Uchinanchu 
Taikai and was optimistic that it will be a resounding 

continued on page 13 
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NOV. 1-4: WORLDWIDE -UCHINANCHU FESTIVAL 
by Dexter T. Teruya 
Chair, HUOA Taikai Committee 

Mark the dates, November 1 through 4 on your calendar----- and get ready 
for the ThiFd Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival in Okinawa! 

The festival , often referred to as the "Taikai," will bring Uchinanchu and 
Uchinanchu-at-heart from throughout the world back to their furusato - the 
land of their roots. You can be sure that there will be a large contingent from 
Hawai'i, where the first immigrants from Okinawa settled. 

Last year, HUOA President Albert Miyasato asked me to coordinate HUOA's 
participation in the Taikai. My committee will be responsible for keeping 
interested _persons, organizations and agencies updated as to the planned 

many festivals are held at Onoyama Park. 
According to Taikai officials, a Taikai pre-opening parade will be held on 

Kokusai-dori on Wednesday, Oct. 31. The Opening Ceremonies will probably 
be held at the Convention Center on Nov. 1, with the finale set for Nov. 4, 

- most likely at Onoyama Park. The Taikai Office is encouraging overseas par
ticipants to attend -the opening and closing events. However, due to limited 
seating at the Convention Center, the entire Hawai'i group may not be able 
to attend the opening. The Taikai Office assured me that they will let HUOA 
know how many Hawai'i people they can accommodate at the opening as 
their planning takes shape. They said the finale at Onoyama Park will be open 
to everyone and they hope our Hawai'i·contingent will turn out for the event. 

At this point, most of the programs and events are still tentative because 
activities. We will also coordinate the participation of the 
Hawai'i members in the Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival 
by compiling traveler profile information, looking into 
charter flights, and creating identifiable travel wear for 
the Hawai'i contingent as well as travel group identifica
tion. 

Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival in Okinawa 2001 

their budgets have yet to be approved. A final schedule of 
events' is not expected to be released -until after April. 

The 3rd 1-4th November 2001The Taikai office is currently reviewing a long list of 
prospective events and activities and will decide soon _which 
ones will be "sponsored" by the Taikai office. Under consid-
eration are: a pre-opening parade, the opening ceremonies 
and finale, a business fair, an Uchinanchu World Market, an 
interchange session with Uchinanchu worldwide, a music fes
tival, an Uchinanchu arts and cultural crafts fair, a gateball 
tournament, a world Uchinanchu symposiulll for Okinawa
designated "Goodwill Ambassadors" and kenjinkai represen
tatives, and an exchange student forum. 

Worldwide 
UCHINANCHU Festival

In anticipation of the large group expected from 
Hawai'i, I have met se_veral times with Taikai representa-
tives, including committee head Kaoru Shimada, events 
chair Eito Karimata, and Hiroyuki Ishikawa, who is respon-

-sible for guests. I requested that the Taikai Committee 
also coordinate dates for our Hawai'i members to get 
together with their respective shi, cha, son and aza. 
, I've also met with a nurnber of Hawai'i tour companies: 
Naka's Travel Service, Trans Pacific Tours, N&K Travel, 
Royal Adventure Travel and Tours by Charlie (Hilo) - all of whom have 
expressed interest in organizing tours to Okinawa for the Taikai. Space is 

-available for approximately 650 people from Hawai'i. 
The first Taikai was held in 1990, the second in 1995. The third Taikai, 

which was initially scheduled for last year, was pushed back to 2001 because 
of Okinawa's selection as the site for last July's G-8 Summit. 

I recently returned from Okinawa, where I joined HUOA immediate past 
president Albert Miyasato, President Jimmy Iha and President-elect Gladys 
Tokunaga-Asao on their "aisatsu and mahalo mission." While in Okinawa, we 
visited the Taikai office and obtained the following information. 

Although the location of the various Taikai events is still being worked out, 
the two main venues will be the Okinawa Convention Center in Ginowan City 
--:- site of the 1990 and 1995 Taikais - and Onoyama Park in Naha City. The 
park is located near Naha International Airport. Because of its large size, 

"AISATSU" AND "MAHALO" MISSION A SUCCESS (continued from page 12) 

Several Okinawa-Hawaii Kyokai members and our Hawaii scholarship students join _us for a group 
photo at our mahalo reception. The banner overhead was provided by the Kyokai. 

success. Dexter reported that we are hoping to bring 600 people from Hawai'i to 
the Taikai, which will be the largest Hawai'i group to ever attend a Taikai. 

Every person we met with pledged their support to HUOA and Hawai'i's 
Uchinanchti community. These individuals included: 

• Mayor Keizo Yasuda ofYomitan Village; 
• Geidai (Okinawa Prefectural University of Arts) President Kosei Abe, and 

Masayuki Oshiro, director of the Student Affairs Division; 
• Superintendent of Education Yoshimori Onaga; 
• University of the Ryukyus President Moshin Morita; 
• Jirrimy's Bakery and Supermarket founder Jimmy lnamine; 
• Chatan Mayor Choichi Hentona; 
• Kadena Deputy Mayor Eisaburo Yamaguchi; 
• Tamagusuku-son Mayor Akira Oshiro; 
• Okinawa Prefectural Government Speaker Kokichi lramina; 
• fumiko Nagahama, chairperson of the Naha Chamber of Commerce 

Women's Division; and 
• Hajime Amuro, director of the International Relations Foundation and 

former Superintendent of Education. 

The Taikai office is -also considering a number of other 
events, which, if held, would be co-sponsored by other 
organizations. Among them are displays of traditional 

Okinawan arts, exhibits highlighting the Okinawan immigrant experience, an 
Uchinaaguchi festival, and a karate demonstration/tournament. 

Under consideration for "endorsement" - not sponsorship - by the Taikai 
office are a number of events, including a bullfight, golf tournament, sympo-

- . 

siums on various topics, a Canadian Club youth ice hockey tournament, and 
a karate tournament. 

The Okinawa Prefectural Government is the primary sponsor of the Taikai. 
It is hoping to capitalize on the interest in Okinawa that was generated by 
the G-8 Summit. Other Taikai sponsors include · Okinawa International 
Exchange and Human Resources Development Foundation and the Okinawa 
Convention and Visitors Bureau 

Editor's note_: Dexter Teruya is a member of Oroku Azajin Club and served as pres
ident of HUOA in 1997. Last year, he chaired the HUOA's Okinawan Centennial 
Celebration Committee. 

We presented a gift package of coffee, jam and cookies to each person we called on. 
Our only regret is that we were· not able to visit with former Governor Junji 

Nishime because of our heavy appointment schedule. However, at a later opportu
nity, we hope to present him the HUOA Certificate of Appreciation we had 
brought with us. 

Such was the experience of our aisatsu and mahalo trip to Okinawa. We sin
cerely hope that trips made by future delegations will enhance and further raise 
the quality of HUOA programs to greater heights as the years march on. 

On behalf of 2001 President Jimmy Iha, President-elect Gladys Tokunaga-Asao 
and centennial celebration chair Dexter Teruya, I would like to extend a heartfelt 
Ippe nihei deebiru to the HUOA Executive Council; Board of Directors, member
ship and office staff for supporting this very important and worthwhile trip 

ORION 
From OKINAWA 
Using Pure Okinawan Water gives 
Orion a Unique and Remarkably 
Refreshing Taste. 

Experience a Taste of Okinawa! 

Now available in R,estaurants and 
Markets in Hawai'i. 

NEW! 

Distributed by THE CHERRY CO:, LTD. 
Hon9lulu, HI (808) 537-5245 
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'OKAGE SAMA DE' 
Okinawa Study Tour Harkens Appreciation of Those Who Came Before, Us 
by John Wesley Nakao 

Editor's Note: Many HUOA members have traveled 
to Okinawa on the organization's annual study tour; 
others haven't yet made the journey. John Nakao, an 
Uchinanchu-at-Heart, wrote the following travelogue 
after returning from last year's study tour and shared 
it with Uchinanchu. We thought you would enjoy read
ing his reflective memoirs of his trip to Okinawa. 

There are great advantages to visiting a foreign 
country by joining a study tour, as we discovered 
during our visit to Okinawa last November. In my 
youth, I had worked in Okinawa as a potter for 
one of my three years in Japan. Still, our 10-day 
study tour gave me a much broader scope of the 
island's culture and history than I had gotten 
while working there. Most importantly, the people 
we met - World War II veterans who had served 
in Okinawa and Europe, the relatives of those who 
had immigrated to Hawai'i, and the friendly
Okinawan people - added great personal insight 
and perspective on the history of the lssei· and 
Nisei in Hawai'i. 

Japan's high cost of living makes organized 
tours like our Hawaii United Okinawa Association 
Study Tour, organized by N & K Travel, the best 
and most economical way to travel. When I lived . 
in Japan from 1973 to 1976, the exchange rate 
was 360 yen to one dollar. Today, the dollar has_ 
fallea in value to 110 yen. Save money, get value 
and peace of mind by taking a tour,_ especially if 
you do not speak the language or are a senior citi
zen. You'll know what costs are in advance and 
you won't have to worry about ordering, or the 
cost of your next meal or hotel. You'll travel more 
informatively and stay in better places for iess 
than .you would traveling independently. 

An Immigration Centennial 
One hundred years after the first immigrants 

from Okinawa arrived in Hawai'i to begin a new 
life as laborers at Ewa Plantation, our Hawai'i 
group of 120 - mostly of Okinawan descent -
boarded a flight to Okinawa to celebrate this cen
tennial milestone. The purpose of this .study tour 
was three-fold: to explore the heritage, immigrant 
history and cultural roots of Okinawans in 
Hawai'i; to support the international debut of the 
Japanese American National Museum's "From 
Bento to Mixed Plate" exhibit, which in excellent 
fashion chronicles the immigration of the · 
Japanese arid Okinawans to Hawai'i; and finally, to 
meet my wife's relatives for the first time. 

On Nov. 3, Culture Day in Japan, our group was 
welcomed by Mayor Katsuhiro Yoshida and offi-
dais from Kin Village . A ceremony and reception 
was held near the statue of Kyuzo Toyama, a 
hunian rights advocate and the man referred often 
referred to as the "father of Okinawan immigra
tion" because of his bold efforts to initiate immi
gration to Hawai'i .. 

Northern Okinawa (Yambaru) 
From Kin, our bus headed north to Nago, where 

we enjoyed a steaming bowl of Okinawa soba, a 
staple for residents and mandatory for visitors. If 
you're a "chilihead," be sure to sprinkle spicy tog~ 
arashi - the Hawai'i equivalent of chili pepper 
water - on your soba. It's found on every restau
rant table in Okinawa. The small chilies used in 
Hawai'i are the same used in Okinawa, with a 
twist: they are soaked in potent awamori, the dis-
tilled rice liquor of Okinawa. 

We visited the Nago Pineapple Park ---a testa
ment to Okinawan ingenuity and ability to make 
do with what is available. Probably everything 
that can be made with pineapple, except cattle 
feed, was sold there. There were abundant sam
ples of fresh pineapple (not as tart or as crunchy 
as Hawai'i's), pineapple Castella cake, crusty 
pineapple pie, pineapple wine, pineapple that had 
been candied, dried, and even a pineapple freeze. 

We also sampled another·tocal staple: deep pur
ple Okinawan sweet potato, which originated in 
China. We sampled potato-filled mochi and manju, 
and even a refreshing ice cream. Varieties of raw 
sugar candies are also sold as tourist items. 

In Nago, away from the hustle and bustle of · 
Naha, we were fortunate to stay at the luxurious 
Busena-Terrace Beach Resort. Reminiscent of 
Hawai'i's Mauna Lani or Mauna Kea Beach resorts, 
the Busena Terrace is a large, well-appointed hotel 
set on a hillside overlooking a white crescent 
beach and the turquoise blue East China Sea. Next 
door is the Bankoku Conference Center, site of 
last July's G-8 economic summit. It is a modern, 
yet traditionally crafted complex with white lime
stone walls, wood-paneled interiors, open-beam 
ceilings and traditional red terra-cotta tiled roofs. 
There are bungalows for dignitaries. The design is 
clean, beautiful and natural. The center is built 
atop a bluff overlooking seas breaking on the 
cliffs below. 

John Nakao holds a jar of awamori containing· a venomous 
habu, or viper. The venom serves as a tonic, invigorating the 
drinker. 

Okinawa is a folk craft lover's banquet, which is 
what enticed me to make pots there. The Yomitan 
Museum; located next to the remains of Zakimi 
Castle, is a must-see with its exhibits of tradition
al folk crafts. Somewhat more commercial but 
interesting as well is Ryukyu Park in Onna ViHage 
with its reconstructed village of centuries-old 
houses and displays of tradition-al indigo and col
orful bingata stencil dyeing, pottery-making, lac
querware, and loom-weaving of different types of 
regionally distinct kasuri cloth. 

There, we were treated to lively banjo-like sanshin 
music. Three elderly women, one with a bottle of 
awamori balanced on her head, bounced happily 

to the music, _punctuated by the sharp whistles 
distinctive of Okinawan music. There was even a 
water buffalo, too wet to hug, tethered. to an 
ancient stone sugar cane press once used to crush 

· cane stalks for juice. 

Sister Cities 
Our group was officially welcomed to Okinawa 

by Katsuko Kinjo, Director-General of the Cultural 
and International Affairs Bureau, at the prefectural 
government building in Naha. HUOA's 2000 
President Albert "Doc" Miyasato shared words of 
appreciation for the mutual affinity shared 
between Hawai'i and Okinawa. Naha and 
Honolulu are sister cities. Nago and Hilo also have 
a sister-city relationship, as do Miyako Island and 
Maui, and lshigaki lsland and Kauai. Older 
Okinawans, particularly, have a special apprecia
tion for their Hawaiian cousins which dates back 
to immigration days. Consistently, the largest 
sums of money sent to Japan by laborers in 
Hawai'i were sent to Okinawan relatives. By 1927 
it accounted for 66 percent of all revenue in 
Okinawa. Hawai'i Okinawans and other residents 
again showed their aloha in the years following 
World War II. 

Naha and Southern Okinawa 
like a phoenix, Shuri Castle in Naha has been 

majesticaily resurrected from the ashes of World 
War II. The extensive reconstruction of the castle 
was finally completed in 1992. From 1406 to 
1879, Shuri Castle served as the court, residence 
and center of power of the ruling Sho dynasty of 
the Ryukyu Kingdom. Massive stone walls fortress 
the Seiden, or main structure. The red-lacquered 
Seiden is magnificently pillared, with gold-leaf 
accents similar to Beijing's Forbidden City. Take_ 
the requisite photo with your group at the Shurei 
no Mon ("Gate of Courtesy"), designated a cultur
al asset by the Okinawan government. 

At Gyokuse'ndo Park, our group was treated to a 
shiisa (lion) dance, followed by colorful and ener
getic eisa dances with student dancers carrying 
small- and medium-size drums which .resounded 
to the music of two sanshin players singing lively 
folk songs. The prolonged dances and music were 
punctuated by sharp finger-in-the-mouth human 
whistles that complemented the liveliness and 
excitement of eisa music. Much of Okinawa is 
composed of limestone, which is evident at . 
Gyokusendo. The site also features an extensiye 
underground stalactite grotto that makes for a 
scenic and humid half-hour walk. 

In Naha, we were fortunate to stay in hotels on 
and near Kokusai-dori in the shopping arid tourist 
area of town. Our group enjoyed going to the var-
ious shops to view and buy tourist items designed 
largeiy for Japanese visitors who traditionally 
bring back omiyage for family and friends. Heiwa
dori was a delight with its multitude of shops sell
ing clothing, sweets and snacks, sundries, food 
items and traditional crafts. The 100 yen store, 
Japan's answer to our $1 stores, was popular with 
our group. 

We also made our way to the Makishi Public 
Market and its interesting array of fresh food and 
culinary curiosities. In anticipation of.business 
from the Hawai'i group, one tsukemono vef)(lor 
was especially generous, giving us samples of 
large, pleasantly salty and tart ume (plums), pre
served apricots, shoyu-marinated konbu (sea
weed), and small dried fish and cuttlefish mixed 

. with seaweed. Many in our group bought a $25 
continued on next page 



box _of about 25 plums - the best ume one could 
eat, we agreed. 

Konbu, although not found in the warmer. 
Okinawan waters, is a staple in Okinawan cuisine. 
The best konbu, gleaned from the frigid waters of 
Hokkaido, is imported and sold in the markets of 
Okinawa. Nearly all of the women in our group 
bought packages of the best quality konbu. 

An interesting fish market in Makishi Public 
Market illustrat_ed the amazing variety and bounty 
of seafood found in Okinawan waters. Large, 
brightly colored parrot fish, red spotted groupers 
and toxic puffer fish adorn trays of ice, along with
ice-packed Styrofoam containers of mackerel, sar
dines and flying fish. There was an abundance of 
large mangrove crabs, known in Hawai'i as 
Samoan crabs, and spiny lobsters for sale. I was 
surprised to see large fresh cuttlefish caught off 
Itoman in the East China Sea in southern Okinawa 
just the night before. For $10 you can buy a medi
um-size lobster split in half, which they will cook 
in the restaurant area upstairs for $5. Trays of 
-freshly cut maguro (tuna), octopus, cuttlefish or a 
variety of sashimi can also be taken upstairs and 
eaten with purchases at the restaurants, making 
for a deliciously memorable picnic. 

On_ the second floor, several inexpensive restau
rants compete _aggressively for business. A woman 
in the restaurant just off the escalator .was learn
ing English and was friendly and kind to us; we 
ended up eating there three times during our stay. 
Yakisoba, tofu and goya (bittermelon) champuru, 

· and various pork dishes, including slices of vine
gared pig's ears and pig's feet are popular staples 
in Okinawa. 

The Battle of Okinawa: "Typhoon of Steel" 
The fiercest fighting of World War II took place 

in Japanese-fortified Okinawa which was success
fully invaded by American Gls and their British 
allies at great cost to human lives. Over 122,000 
Okinawans - the greatest civilian casualty count 
of World War II - perished in the three-month 
invasion and bombardment of southern Okinawa. 
Civilians, including students, were conscripted by 
the Japanese military to serve soldiers as aides or 
nurses. Toward the end of the fighting in 1945, 
defeated Japanese soldiers and fleeing civilians 
hid in caves. Because of Japanese military·propa
ganda and death threats , many Okinawans,. includ
ing school children, refused to surrender to _ 
American forces despite the entreaties of Japane se 
American translators who assured their safety and 
well-being. Visitors will not forget the film at the 
Prefectural Peace Museum of Gls neutralizing the 
caves with flame throwers and grenades in the 
necessity of war. Himeyuri No To, the Star Lilly 
Memorial, is a memorial with haunting pictures of 
the 219 high school girl students and teachers 
who served Japanese soldiers as nurses and who 
perished in the Battle of Okinawa. 

Real-life Heroes 
On our tour, we were honored to meet three 

heroes who distinguished themselves during 
World War II. The first two were on our tour. 
Hawai'i-born Takejiro Higa grew up in Okinawa 
but returned to Hawai'i to avoid conscription into 
the Japanese military. Mr. Higa joined the U.S. 
Army and served as a translator in Okinawa. He 
was responsible for persuading many civilians hid
ing in caves to surrender. His ability to speak 
Okinawan language engendered trust in those 
who feared being killed by Americans. During our 
tour, Mr. Higa was interviewed twice: by NHK 
Broadcasting and also by reporter Asami Nagai of 
Japan's _largest circulation newspaper, the Yomiuri 
Shimbun and the English-language Daily Yomiuri. 

Our second hero was named a recipient of the 
Order of the Sacr_ed Treasure from the Emperor of 

A Makishi Fish Market vendor in Naha. Large cuttle.fish jigged the 
night before from the East China Sea make for a tasty sashimi meal. 

Japan on Culture Day. Akira Sakima, a humble 
man, and others in Hawai'i raised funds to buy 
and deliver milking goats to Okinawa, After the 
war, they also shipped clothing and other items 
from the people of Hawai'i. Mr. Sakima's leader
ship and actions saved infant lives by providing 
goat milk and meat to war-devastated Okinawa. 

We met our third hero at the opening of the 
"From Bento to Mixed Plate" exhibition at the. 
Okinawa Prefectural Museum in Naha. Despite 
being gravely wounded three times during a 
solo charge of a German machine gun nest in 
Italy, Lt. Daniel Inouye suc_ceeded in destroying 
the unit that had pinned down his men. Shot 
in the abdomen and leg, Inouye also lost his 
right arm to a rifle grenade while saving his 
men in this battle. Earlier this year, Sen. Inouye 
was finally awarded the Congressional Medal 
of Honor for his bravery 57 years ago. We 
were honored to meet the warm and cordial -
Sen. Inouye again at our Aloha Party. 

Honor, Courage and Loyalty 
The Japanese have a traditional proverb 
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Okinawa. We celebrated the Japanese immigration 
exhibit and the incredible sacrifice our grandfa
thers and grandmothers made to begin a new life, 
and how their sons distinguished themselves as 
Nisei soldiers in World War II.

Some of the people with whom we toured and 
those we met were part of an infrequently spoken 
history that gave us a perspective and an apprecia
tion of what others have done for us. For the first 
time in my half-century of life_, I became aware 
that we are indebted to these people who came 
before us for their bravery and commitment to us .. 
The freedoms we take for granted in our country 
and the opportunities and prosperity we feel a 
birthright today did not come by accident but by 
their courage to serve us - their future children 
and grandchildren. 

Epilogue 
The day after we returned from our trip, we met 

one of ou_r tour members, a young, pretty woman 
of Okinawan-Japanese descent. Happy to meet us 
so unexpectedly, she beamed with the enrichment 
of our tour: how she appreciated being given the 
opportunity by her aunts to meet her Okinawan 
relatives for the first time, how she was encour
aged to leam Japanese, and how proud she was to 
be Okinawan. That really made our day. Our tour 
experience gave us a perspective of who we are 
and where we came from. Like those who came 
before us, we too --- allall of us - have a purpose 
and a calling beyond ourselves. To all of those who 
served and sacrificed for us with courage, perse
verance and love, we say, "Okage Sama de." 

John Nakao is an agent for GE Financial Assurance -
Long Term Care and a volunteer chaplain at Pali Marni 
Medical Center in Aiea. 

which is used often locally: "Okage Sama de" 
(literally, "because of you") means that we owe 
our privileges and better lifestyle to the hard 
work, coµrage and sacrifice of those who came 
before us. Our study t_our to Okinawa uncov

One of the "heroes" John Nakao writes about - U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye 
- attended the tour group's Aloha Party. along with Lt. Gov. Mazie 
Hirano. They are pictured here with study tour leader Betsy Miyahira 
(left) and HUOA member Helen Candilasa. 

ered a mosaic of stories of those who came 
before us, who endured uncertainty and sacrificed 
and went forth with a vision and perseverance so 
that those to come would know a better life. They 
were Okinawan and Japanese immigrants sailing 
as indentured sugar plantation workers to an 
unknown land, not knowing if they would ever 
return home. They were the thousands of young 
Hawai'i Nisei - the lesser known heroes of our 
tour - who like my father and uncles rushed to 
enlist in the military that they might prove their 
loyalty to their country. Many of these young men 
never returned home alive. 

Our study tour experiences served as a catalyst 
to quicken an awareness arid appreciation of what 
has been given to us as citizens at a great cost by 
others. In this once war-torn land, we heard first
hand stories of civilian surrenders by interpreter 
Takejiro Higa and visited the Cornerstone of Peace 
memorial field - silent with long black marble 
walls on which are inscribed 300,000 names of 
Okinawan civilians and American, British and 
Japanese soldiers who died in the Battle of 
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MARK THESE DATES! 
March 1: HUOA e-mail address changes to huoa@aloha.com 
March 3-17: Hawaii State Dept. of Education-Okinawa Student E_xchange. 

(Students will be in Hilo from March 14 to 16; on March 15 they will be 
treated to a potluck dinner hosted by Hui Okinawa. An Aloha Party will be 
held for them on March 16 at the Hawaii Okinawa Center.) 

March 4: Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai shinnen-enkai. 5:30 p.m. 
@ Maui Okinawa Cultural Center 

March 11: Honolulu Festival parade. 
March 11: HUOA Communication & Information Committee meeting. 

2 p.m.@HOC. 
March 13: HUOA Executive Council meeting. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Building). 
March 14:. Flower arrangement class. 7 p.m. @ HOC. 
March 17: Chatan Sonjin Kai shinnen enkai @ HOC. 
March 20: Okinawan Festival meeting. 7 p.m. @ HOC. 
March 21: Uchinaaguchi class. 7 p.m.@ HOC. 
March 26: Hawaii Okinawa Center closed for Kuhio Day holiday. 
March 27: HUOA Administration Committee meeting. 7 p.m. @ HOC. 
March 27: Karaoke Club. 6:30 p.m. @ HOC. 
April 1: 
April 8: 

April 10: 
April 11: 
April 13: 
April 16: 

April 17: 
April 18: 
April 23: 
April 24: 
April 28: 
April 29: 

Launching of HUOA websit e: www.huoa.org 
HUOA Communicat ion & Info rmation Committee meeting. 

2 p.m.@ HOC. 
HUOA Executive Council meeting. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Building). 
Flower arrangement class. 7 p.m. @ HOC. 
Hawaii Okinawa Center closed for Good Friday holiday. 
HUOA Board of Directors meeting. 7 p.m. 

@ HOC (Legacy Ballroom) . · 
Okinawan Festival meeting. 7 p,m. @ HOC. 
Uchinaaguchi class . 7 p.m. @ HOC. 
HUOA Administration Committee meeting. 7 p.m. @ HOC. 
Karaoke Club. 6:30 p.m: @ HOC. 
HUOA Summit. 8:30 a .m. - 2 p.m. @ HOC. 
HUOA Spring Craft Fair. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. @ HOC. 

YUi NU KUKURU -- UUCHINANCHU SPIRIT 
2001 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

March 3-17: 

April 28: 
April 29: 
May 9-11: 
May 6: 
May 26 & 27: 
June 9: 
June 11-15: 
June 16: 

July 29 
Aug. 5 

Aug. 18:. 

Sept . 1 & 2: 
Sept. 15: 
Sept. 22: 
Oct. 2: 
Nov. 1-4: 

Nov. 24 & 25: 
Dec. 5: 
Dec. 8: 

Dec. 15: 

DOE-Okinawa Student Exchange Program (Hawaii Okinawa 
Center and the Big Island) 

HUOA Summit (Hawaii Okinawa Center) 
Spring Craft Fair (Hawaii Okinawa Center) 
Storytelling Festival (Hawaii Okinawa Center) • 
Kariyushi Program (Hawaii Okinawa Center) 
HUOA Golf Tournament (Pali Golf Course) 
Maui Okinawan Festival (Paia Rinzai Zen Mission grounds) 
Children's Day Camp (Hawaii Okinawa Center) 
"Dento no Bi" - Hooge Kai Nakasone Yoshiko Dance Studio 

45th anniversary performance. (Blaisdell Concert Hall) 
Children's Festival (Hawaii Okinawa Center) 
Ryukyu Kobudo Taiko-Hawaii Shibu 10th anniversary 

perfo rmance (Hawaii Okinawa Center) 
Hui Okinawa Okinawan Festival (Hilo Hongwanji_ 

Multi-purpose Hall) 
19th Annual Okinawan Festival (Kapiolani Park) 
Autumn Oki_nawan Dance Matsuri (Hawaii Okinawa Center) 
HUOA 50th Anniversary Banquet (Hawaii Okinawa Center) * 
HUOA Leadership Tour departs for Okinawa 
Third Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival - "Taikai" - in Okinawa 

(HUOA Tour: Oct. 29-Nov. 7) 
Winter Craft Fair (Hawaii Okinawa Center) 
"An Evening in Waipio" craft fair (Hawaii Okinawa Center) 
Young ·okinawans of Hawaii Seniors Luncheon 

(Hawaii Okinawa Center) 
HUOA Mochi Tsuki (Hawaii Okinawa Center) 

The May 9-11 Storytelling Festival and Sept. 22 HUOA 50th anniversary ban
quet will mark the establishment of HUOA 50 years ago. 

A CATERED EXPERIENCE HOLDS FIRST MENU SAMPLING PARTY FOR HUOA CLUBS 
by Richard Chung_ 
Manager, A Catered Experience 

A c_atered Experience welcomed the "Year of the Snake" by holding its first Menu 
Sampling Party .at the Hawaii Okinawa Center on Jan. 5. The purpose of the event was 
to showcase several new dishes, talk about benefits for HUOA member clubs, intro
duce a special incentive program for HUOA members, and create a night of fellowship 
for club officers .. We are committed to bringing together the officers of all the mem
ber clubs annually for a grand night of fun, fellowship, food and entertainment. 

Hawaii Okinawa Center; It is a pleasure to announce that for 2001, the 10 percent 
discount has been expanded to any order placed with A Catered Experience. This 
means that any HUOA member who places an order with A Catered Experience for 
pick-up, delivery, a full-service function, or hall party will receive a 10 percent dis
count. The discount is no longer limited to HOC parties only. As a special incen
tive, clubs that have parties at the Hawaii Okinawa Center this year will receive a 
20 percent discount on their 2002 HOC party menu. 

Details on the referral program were released at the Menu Sampling Party. It 
will allow clubs to earn additional tickets to the annual Menu Sampling Party. 
Each club will automatically be issued a set number of tickets, regardless of club 

size. The exact number has 
yet to be determined, 

Last year, a 10 percent d_iscount was extended to all clubs that booked parties at the 

Featuring creative m enus ranging from Hawaiian & Local-Style 

foods to Exquisite Prime Rib Buffets,· the professional staff at A 

Catered Experience will make your event one that will leave lasting 

impressions for you and your guests. We work with your needs and 

budget in mind to create a menu that is perfect for your event. 

As the exclusive caterers to The Legacy Ballroom at the Hawaii 

Okinawa Center we have the perfect setting for special occasions. 

We will go where you need us to be and are available for: 

On-site Delivery 

• Company Picnics 

• Meetings 

• Birthday Parties 

If you are looking for value, great food & service call 

• Graduations 

• Baby Showers 

• Any event with 

food! 

A Catered Experience at 6 77-7744. 

although it will be based 
on actual seats (president, 
vice president, secretary, · 
etc.) and perhaps, advisory 
positions. Additional tick
ets can be obtained by 
placing orders with 
A Catered Experience 
through the referral pro
gram throughout the year. 
If you are going to a 
potluck party, throwing a . 
family get-together, or 
even if your office needs a 
spread for a special event, 
place your order with 
A Catered Experience in the 
name of your club. All 
orders will be credited to 
your·club, which will earn 
additional tickets to the 
next Menu Sampling Party. 

Special thanks to the 
Yomitan Club for their sup
port, to Mrs. Dorothy Hoe 
for her last-minute coordi
nation efforts, and to 
everyone who attended. 
You all helped make the 
first A Catered Experience 
Menu Sampling Party a big 
success. 


