
year that Kyuzo Toyama was born. Toyama went on to become the “father 
of Okinawan immigration,” which began in 1900. The 120th anniversary 
of Okinawan immigration to Hawaii will therefore be observed in 2020. 
Toyama hailed from Kin Cho, the same locality that Ige’s ancestral roots are 
from. Toyama’s legacy, Ige noted, stands as a symbol of courage and perse-
verance to this very day.

An impressive lineup of distinguished speakers took to the podium, 
adding their observations 
and congratulations to 
the HUOA. They includ-
ing Governor David Ige, 
Consul General of Japan 
Koichi Ito, and Mayor 
Hajime Nakama of Kin 
Cho, amongst others. 

Honolulu Mayor 
Kirk Caldwell called the 
UOY and Installation 
Celebration one of his 
favorite events of the year, 
citing the spirited enter-
tainment and fellowship 
that always prevails. This 
year was no exception, 
starting from the call to cel-
ebration by a shishimai per-
formance by the Hawaii 
Okinawa Creative Arts, 

followed by dance performances by Dazzman Toguchi, Tamagusuku Ryu 
Senju Kai, Frances Nakachi, and Azama Honryu Hawaii Buyo Kenkyujo. 
Live musical accompaniment was provided by Ryukyu Koten Afuso Ryu 
Ongaku Kenkyu Choichi Kai USA Hawaii and Miyashiro Soho Kai.

Following the swearing in ceremony led by Judge Karen Nakasone, 
newly installed President Jo Ige looked at past president Courtney Takara, 
President-elect Lynn Miyahira, and Executive Director Gwen Fujie, and 
accurately described the leadership of the HUOA as a case of “Josei (Female) 
Power.”

One could make a case that the Uchinanchu of the Year and Installation 
celebration is an indicator of the organization’s wellbeing. If that is indeed 
the case, the HUOA appears to be in good hands given the large and enthu-
siastic turnout, committed leadership, youthful participation, and, without a 
doubt, a strong dose of Josei Power!
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Past, Present, and a Future Fueled by ‘Josei Power’

More installation photos—see page 4

A  full house of some 900 people packed the Hawaii Okinawa Center’s    
Legacy Ballroom on January 19 to attend the Hawaii United Okinawa 

Association’s Uchinanchu of the Year (UOY) and 69th Installation Celebration. 
As in years past, the event highlighted a theme selected by the incoming 

HUOA president. This year, President Jocelyn “Jo” Ige selected “Reflection… 
Looking to the Past to Create the Future” to serve as the guiding principle of her 
administration. This message encourages members to step back and appre-
ciate their family origins as 
well as longstanding cul-
tural activities such as the 
Okinawan Festival, club 
picnics, and Shinnen Enkai 
celebrations. “We hope to 
continue strengthening 
opportunities for future 
generations to learn about 
their heritage, their culture, 
and the HUOA,” Ige said 
to the crowd.

The appropriateness of 
this reflective tone was evi-
dent, as the annual UOY 
and Installation event 
provided the organiza-
tion with an opportunity 
to take time from its very 
busy schedule to take a 
look back and appreciate 
what has led them to this point in time. This reflection included the heartfelt 
practice of honoring UOY for their outstanding dedication and service to 
HUOA’s member clubs.

The assembled crowd also had an opportunity to express its thanks to 
outgoing president Courtney Takara and executive board members for their 
hard work over the past year, as well as recognizing the immeasurable leg-
acy of longtime executive director Jane Serikaku, who passed away in July 
2018. The HUOA had met and overcome some extraordinary challenges in 
2018, including the lengthy journey to complete the Hawaii Okinawa Plaza 
and the massive logistical task of relocating the Okinawan Festival from 
Kapiolani Park to the Hawaii Convention Center.

President Ige also explained that “Reflections” also serves as a reference 
to the fact that 2018 marked the 150th anniversary of Japanese immigra-
tion (Gannenmono) to Hawaii. The year of their arrival (1868) was also the 

2019 HUOA Executive Council. Seated (L-R): Assistant Secretary Terry Goya, Executive Secretary Sandra Yanagi, Vice President 
Val Kato, President-Elect Lynn Miyahira, President Jocelyn (Jo) Ige, Vice Presidents Tammy Namihira and Roberta Umeno, 
Japanese Language Secretary Hanae Gushiken Higa, and Treasurer Norman Nakasone. Standing (L-R): Club Representative Laura 
Ajimine, Advisors Paul Komeiji, Allison Yanagi and Gainor Miyashiro, Club Representative Donna Kakazu, Executive Director 
Gwen Fujie, Immediate Past President Courtney Takara, Advisors Cyrus Tamashiro, Jon Itomura, Rodney Kohagura, and David 
Arakawa. Not pictured: Assistant Treasurer Naomi Oshiro, Club Representative David Shinsato and Advisor Scott Arakaki.

Photos by David Shimabukuro, One Moment in Time Photography.
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President’s Message
By Jocelyn Ige

UCHINANCHU
Uchinanchu is the newsletter of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association. 
Although subject to change, issues will be published bi-monthly. Volunteer 
writers are welcome. Send your name, address and telephone number to 
Uchinanchu Newsletter, Hawaii United Okinawa Association, 94-587 Ukee St., 
Waipahu, Hawaii 96797. E-mail articles to huoa@huoa.org. Uchinanchu reserves 
the right to edit all material for clarity and accuracy.

HUOA President ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Jo Ige
Executive Director •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Gwen Fujie
Editorial/Production Services ••••••••••••••• MBFT Media: Arnold Hiura, 
Eloise Hiura and Hilma Fujimoto
ADVERTISING INFORMATION
Uchinanchu reaches over 9,700 households. For advertising rates and more 
information, contact us at:  Tel: (808) 676-5400 – Email: huoa@huoa.org   –  
www.huoa.org

Iisogwachi Deebiru!
“Shinjichi nu ada nayuni. (A kindness is never ill spent no matter how 

small.)”

Congratulations to the Uchinanchu of the Year honorees and the 50 
member clubs for their outstanding contributions to the Hawaii 

United Okinawa Association! Congratulations to my team of excellent 
officers and advisors for 2019! Congratulations to Gwen Fujie, our new 
Executive Director for the Hawaii Okinawa Center! All of you continue the 
legacy of the Issei, who 120 years ago began the journey from Okinawa to 
foreign lands. Despite the challenges and struggles, they managed to pull 
together and keep their culture and heritage as a source of strength. They 
created communities and remembered the kindness of others. We will look 
to our past and create our future for HUOA, building on the chimugukuru 
(heart, soul, spirit) within all of us.

As the year begins to unfold, the HUOA will play host to many visi-
tors, activities and events. Please check the HUOA website (huoa.org), the 
Purple Blast, and your Uchinanchu newsletter for upcoming events. We 
also have a 4:30 p.m. timeslot on Sundays on KZOO Radio, when we talk 
story with various Uchinanchu and share what’s going on at the HOC and 
with HUOA. 

It’s Shinnen Enkai Season from January to April and many clubs gath-
er at the Hawaii Okinawa Center, Natsunoya, Masa’s and other popular 
venues to celebrate the beginning of the year with their members. Special 
recognition is extended to 80-plus year old members and those celebrat-
ing their 60th, 72nd, 85th, 88th, and 97th birthdays—truly showing that 
Okinawans live long! Several clubs even have 100-year-old members 
who are definitely the “new 90.” The secret for long life? “Shinjichi nu ada 
nayuni…..”

Love a parade? The Honolulu Festival is celebrating its 25th anniver-
sary and we will be there on March 10, marching down Kalakaua Avenue 
with our super colorful banners and strutting our club shirts! In June, we 
will participate in the Pan Pacific parade, so please let your club president 
know that you want to join in and share Uchinanchu Aloha!

Young leaders on the rise! Student exchange programs are becoming 
more frequent between our Hawaii clubs and their respective Okinawan 
hometowns. As the young leaders from the two localities get together and 
spend time learning new cultures, they are also developing “Icharibachode 
(once we meet, we are forever brothers)” relationships. Each side always 
professes to want to live in the other’s island! With Taikai coming up in 
2021, you can be sure that these young members will be keeping in touch. 
Check with your club president if any visitors are coming over soon—the 
Okinawans are always so happy to meet the local Uchinanchu!

Airports and buses. Hey old timers! Remember when we could go to 
the airport gate and greet family and friends when they arrived or wave 
goodbye to the airplanes as they departed? Remember all the omiyage we 
would give them before they walked out to the plane’s steps? Well, HUOA 
actually greets our Okinawan visitors (special visitors, dignitaries, per-
formers) with the Aloha/Mensore banner at the airport and, if they come 
to visit the HOC, members will stand along the curb or sidewalk to wave 
goodbye to those on the bus as they leave! So, the next time you come for 
a special Okinawan performance, wait until the visitors get on the bus and 
you can wave with the rest of us. “Shinjichi nu ada nayuni.”

Uchinanchu is our voice — the voice of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association, 
its members, and the “home” we all built together, the Hawaii Okinawa Center.  
By sharing information and experiences, Uchinanchu keeps us connected as a family, 
dedicated to preserving, sharing and perpetuating our Okinawan cultural heritage.

Every dollar donated — along with the valuable income from advertising  - helps offset 
the cost of publishing Uchinanchu.  HUOA sends a sincere ippee nifee deebiru to the 
following donors.  Mahalo for keeping Uchinanchu alive and thriving.

UCHINANCHU
Ippee Nifee Deebiru... Mahalo!

Uchinanchu Donors December 1 to 31, 2018.
Keith Kido
William & Loreen Leong
Arlene Miyamoto
Yukiko Ross
Iris & Ernest Tamayose
Janet Umemoto
Walter Wauke
Jan F. Yuen

Lorraine Araki
Ed & May Asato
Ernest Azama
Clifford & Judith Gusukuma
Janice H. Higa
K. Kamiya
Roy M. Kaneshiro
Mamoru &Ethel Kawahara

2019 Calendar of Events
The year at a glance!

Feb 17-Mar 2		 Hawaii-Okinawa Student Exchange Program – students 
				    from Okinawa
Mar 9-10			  Honolulu Festival Exhibition, Hawaii Convention Center
Mar 10			   Honolulu Festival Parade, Kalakaua Ave.
Mar 28			   TOBE! Uta-Sanshin in NY Preview, HOC
April 14			   Hawaii Ni Hibiku Uchina De-Ku, HOC
April 18			   TOBE! Uta Sanshin in NY, Carnegie Hall
May 25-26		  Goodwill Golf Tournament, Pali Golf Course
June 4-7			  Children’s Day Camp – Oahu, HOC
June 9			   Pan Pacific Festival Parade, Kalakaua Ave.
June 14			   Senior Health & Wellness Fair, HOC
June 22			   Irei No Hi Remembrance, HOC
July 21			   Hui Makaala Fashion Show Luncheon, Hilton Hawaiian
				    Village
Aug 30-Sept 1	 Okinawan Festival, Hawaii Convention Center
Sept 2			   Aloha Party, HOC
Sept 14			   Autumn Matsuri, HOC
Oct 3-14			   Study Tour to Okinawa
Oct 29			   Uchinanchu No Hi Celebration, HOC
Nov 30-Dec 1		 Winter Craft Fair, HOC
Dec 11			   An Evening in Waipio Craft Fair, HOC

Check HUOA website – www.huoa.org for more information. 

Correction-
In the last issue of Uchinanchu (No. 177 - Nov/Dec), we inadvertently 
left out an individual in the list of 2018 Konkuru recipients.  We 
apologize for the omission and extend hearty congratulations to 
Haruko Kessler (Yūshūsho; Kazuko Ito Sensei) of Ryukyu Sokyoku 
Koyo Kai-Hawaii Shibu for her achievements in the art of Uta-kutu.
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Haitai gusuyo, chuuganabira! 
Ii sogwachi deebiru! Akemashite 
shinnen omedetto gozaimasu! 
Happy New Year to all!

It is a privilege and honor to welcome the Year of the Boar (Buta) 
as your newly appointed executive director of the Hawaii United 

Okinawa Association. Thank you for such a wonderful and warm welcome 
at our 2019 Uchinanchu of the Year and Installation of Officers celebration.

Congratulations to Jo Ige, our new president, and to her newly 
installed Board of Directors. I look forward to a great year working 
together. Chibarimasho! As your E.D., I will do my best to represent all of 
you in the larger Hawaii community and will work hard to assure that 
our Hawaii Okinawa Center is maintained efficiently and effectively 
with a motivated staff and happy volunteers. 

Speaking of volunteers, I would like to ask you to consider vol-
unteering some of your energy and time, at least once a week, at the 
Center. We need help and I know Okinawans are always there when 
help is needed. We are very flexible. Please review the item on page 6 
of this newsletter that describes the various volunteer opportunities we 
have here at the Center.

One of the positions that I would like to especially highlight in this 
ED’s message is the position of Volunteer Chef. No, not the kind of chef 
like Roy Yamaguchi, but the down home kind that can cook simple okazu 
or make chili and rice (we cook the rice!) for our volunteers. We need a 
cook for Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays. You can come 
here and cook or bring a cooked meal between 11:30 a.m. and noon. The 
best part is you get to sit and eat together. Great company! Good fun! 

For your information, our staff has been taking turns cooking for the 
volunteers and it takes time from their usual jobs to market, prepare and 
cook. They often use their own time before or after work to go marketing. 

I would like to close this special New Year’s message with one of 

my favorite Okinawan sayings shared with you at the UOY celebration: 
“Uyafaafuji umuyuru Uchinanchu nu chimugukuru jettai washirankyo. (In 
the hearts of every Okinawan lives the spirit of their ancestors.)” Here at the 
Center, I am led by my babasan, jisan, my late mother and sister, to remem-
ber the who, what, where, when, and why, we work tirelessly together 
to promote and perpetuate our unique culture, tradition, and Uchinanchu 
spirit. Together, I believe we can be steadfast and strong as our ancestors 
were and each, in our own way, express our gratitude for all that we have 
been gifted. Jettai washirankyo!

Thank you for your enthusiasm and good wishes as we “kachashi” into 2019.
Chibariyo!
Gwen Fujie

Executive 
Director’s Message “Uyafaafuji umuyuru Uchinanchu 

nu chimugukuru jettai washirankyo. 
(In the hearts of every Okinawan lives 

the spirit of their ancestors.)”

HUOA DONATIONS
December 1 - 31, 2018

HUOA sends a sincere ippee nifee deebiru to the following donors:
HMSA

Muliufi F. Hannemann 
Enterprises

Mildred K. Maemori

Lorraine M. Nehl
Grace Okuma

Melvin & Joyce Uyehara
Michael & Jo Ann Yamasaki
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Installation 
Banquet  
continued from page 1
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Photo by David Shimabukuro, One Moment in Time Photography.

2018 Uchinanchu of the Year 
Honorees

							      Club Name	  																						                     Honoree
ÆÆ Aza Gushikawa Doshi Kai								        Clyde & Terri Nakano
ÆÆ Aza Yogi Doshi Kai										          Gareth Napu’unoa
ÆÆ Chatan-Kadena Chojin Kai								        Franklin & Robin Yogi
ÆÆ Club Motobu												            Sean & Lisa Sadaoka
ÆÆ Gaza Yonagusuku Doshi Kai								       Thomas Onaga & Miyoko Shiroma Onaga
ÆÆ Ginowan Shijin Kai										          Garrett Iha
ÆÆ Ginoza Sonjin Kai											           Dorothy Nakama
ÆÆ Gushichan Sonjin Kai										         Robert & Gail Jakahi
ÆÆ Gushikawa Shijin Kai										          Arlene Shimabukuro Fountain
ÆÆ Haneji Club													             Jeanette Setsuko (Arashiro) Akamine
ÆÆ Hawaii Sashiki Chinen Doshi Kai						      Edward Unten
ÆÆ Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club									         Sheryl Yasue Miyama
ÆÆ Hui Alu, Inc.												            Nelson  & Soncy Tamashiro
ÆÆ Hui Makaala												            Ruby Uehara
ÆÆ Hui O Laulima												            Karen Chibana Fuse
ÆÆ Itoman Shijin Kai											           Shari Tamashiro
ÆÆ Kin Chojin Kai												            Richard Maeda
ÆÆ Kitanakagusuku Sonjin Kai								        Beatrice Yoshiko Shiroma
ÆÆ Kona Okinawa Kenjin Kai								        Sarah & George Hashimoto
ÆÆ Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai								        Patsy Reiko Isagawa
ÆÆ Nago Club													             Loretta Tokuda
ÆÆ Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai									         Ed & Dorothy Higa 
ÆÆ Nishihara Chojin Kai										          Patsy Sekigawa
ÆÆ Okinawa City-Goeku Son								        Kathy Katsuko Higa
ÆÆ Okinawan Genealogical Society Of Hawaii			   Masayuki “Mac” Yonamine
ÆÆ Oroku Azajin Club											          Scott C. Arakaki
ÆÆ Osato Doshi Kai											           Roy Oshiro
ÆÆ Shinka														              Kurt Nagamine
ÆÆ Wahiawa Okinawa Kyoyu Kai							       Lorrie Hashimoto Kawamoto
ÆÆ Yomitan Club												            Michael & Wendy Tao
ÆÆ Yonashiro Chojin Kai										          Karli & Aaron Lum
ÆÆ Young Okinawans Of Hawaii							       Collin Hoo
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Special Events – If you work full-time this is perfect for you! 
Volunteers assist on an on-call basis for our cultural programs, 
community service projects, fundraising activities, and special 
receptions. Our biggest need for volunteers occurs at our annual 
Okinawan Festival, where they assist with set up, breakdown 
and clean up, manning various booths, and providing cultural 
information on Okinawa and things Okinawan.

This is a fun and fulfilling volunteer opportunity. Sign up to be 
on our on-call list. Full-time student? Get your community service 
hours via your volunteer service with us. Call today! 676-5400. 
Chibariyo! 

Volunteers are a vital part of the Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association (HUOA), a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 

As the umbrella organization for 50 member clubs statewide, the 
HUOA relies on the services of volunteers who help carry on the 
many programs of the HUOA, as well as the maintenance of our 
home, the Hawaii Okinawa Center.

HUOA depends on a wide variety of volunteers who contribute 
their time and energy to achieve its mission of preserving, 
promoting and perpetuating the Okinawan culture. The following 
are brief descriptions of our volunteer needs. Come be a part of 
this friendly and fun taruminchu (helpers). For more information, 
please contact Gwen Fujie at 676-5400 or email her at edhuoa@
hawaii.rr.com.  Ippee Nifee Deebiru!

Mensore Men & WoMen - Personable volunteers to answer 
the telephone, assist in welcoming visitors, perform simple 
clerical duties, and assist gift shop customers as needed. Main 
requirement is a friendly demeanor and a natural smile! Japanese 
speaking is a plus.

OL’s (Office ladies), OM’s and “Kon Marie” Team - Dependable 
volunteers to provide general and clerical support to the HUOA 
staff, including computer data entry, filing, typing, copying, and 
collating. The “Kon Marie” team will tidy up the offices and Chaya, 
organize files and go wherever needed and spark joy!

The Hoe Hana Gang (our own Edward Scissorhands!) - Provide 
garden and lawn maintenance at the Hawaii Okinawa Center, 
including maintaining flower beds, trimming hedges, pruning 
trees, weed control, mowing the lawn, and cleaning the parking 
lot. Pau hana time for lunch and talk story. Good fun!

Machiyagwaa Volunteers - Assist in preparing Gift Shop items 
for sale, keeping inventory of items, restocking inventory, and 
providing other assistance as needed. 

Gallery and HOC Hanashi Kwatchi Volunteers – Share the story 
of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association, the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center and our display gallery. Assist with tours of the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center on an on-call basis. Training will be held.

Muntachaa Volunteers – Cook lunch for our volunteers. No 
need be professional like Roy Yamaguchi! Okazu stir fry, home 
cooking, is perfect. Desperately needed Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays. Choose one day a week and come 
enjoy the company of friendly and fun volunteers! Reimbursed 
for ingredients. Good food, good fun!

Mahalo Billy Teruya
“Retired” Tuesday garden volunteer Billy Teruya (middle) 

is given a fond send-off by his gardening buddies.
 

(L-R): Albert Miral, Tom Nakasone, (Billy), 
Mamo Kaneshiro and Larry Yogi. 

Thank you Carole Yamamoto for the delicious cake.

Volunteers Needed at HUOA/HOC
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National Speakers Association.
Gwen was born and raised in Hawaii. She attended the University 

of Hawaii and the Japanese Language Institute in Tokyo, Japan. She has 
been active in the Japanese American community and is a member of 
the Nisei Veterans Legacy, Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii, Japanese 
American National Museum, and Go for Broke National Education 
Center. As a member of the Sons & Daughters of the 442nd Regimental 
Combat Team, she served as co-chair of the 70th and 75th anniversaries 
of the 442nd RCT. She also authored the book, “101 Ways To Say Thank You 
- A Guidebook on Appreciation, Motivation, and Validation.” Gwen is married 
to Clayton Fujie, former Hawaii State Department of Education Deputy 
Superintendent.

Gwen Fujie Hired as New Executive Director
Gwen Fujie has been selected to serve as executive director of the Hawaii 

United Okinawa Association (HUOA), effective January 2, 2019.
Gwen is a Sansei (third generation) with roots in Oroku and Yomitan, 

Okinawa. She is a member of Yomitan Club, Hui O Laulima, and the 
Okinawan Genealogical Society of Hawaii (OGSH), all member clubs of 
HUOA. An active participant in the Okinawan community, she has served 

as president of Hui O 
Laulima, chaired HUOA’s 
Irei no Hi (the Battle of 
Okinawa Memorial Day) 
remembrance events, 
and provided leader-
ship training for HUOA. 
Gwen also received the 
HUOA Legacy Award in 
2015 for her dedication to 
community service and 
non-profit leadership.

Gwen recently retired 
after 20 years as a profes-
sional speaker and sem-
inar presenter of Gwen 

Fujie Keynotes and Seminars. Her list of clients in Hawaii included Hawaii 
Pacific Health, the Hawaii State Department of Labor, the U.S. Pacific 
Command, the County of Maui, and the University of Hawaii, to name a 
few. She also presented to audiences across the mainland United States and 
Tokyo, Japan. Gwen provided numerous seminars pro bono, including cus-
tomer service seminars (“Project Aloha”) for the Hawaii State Department 
of Education.

Gwen has extensive experience working with volunteers and with 
non-profit organizations. She served as guest relations and volunteer ser-
vices director at St. Francis Healthcare Systems and director of volunteer 
services at The Queen’s Medical Center. In her first year at Queen’s, she 
doubled the volunteer staff and created many new volunteer programs. 
Gwen served on the boards of Executive Women International, Network 
of Volunteer Leaders, Hawaii Society of Directors of Volunteer Services, 
Japanese American Citizens League–Japan Chapter, Japanese Women’s 
Society Foundation and Sakura Alumnae. She is a former member of the 

Find a new Toyota that’s right for you.
From the all-new redesigned 2019 RAV4 to the eco-friendly

2019 Prius, there’s a Toyota for every lifestyle.

2019 RAV4

2019 PRIUS

TORY NAGO
TOYOTA SALES CONSULTANT

Tory.Nago@servco.com

808.564.1127
2850 PUKOLOA STREET

ServcoToyotaHonolulu.com
808.564.1100

The Hawaii United Okinawa Association (HUOA) is pleased to announce the publication 
of Uchinanchu 2018, an annual compilation of vibrant, full-color photos from this 

past year’s activities such as: installation, Uchinanchu of the Year, shinnen enkai 
parties, Okinawan Festival, summer picnics, 
music and dance performances, Legacy Awards, 
Hawaii Okinawa Plaza, and much, much more.
Like a family album, Uchinanchu 2018 is a 
keepsake that will help to preserve the many 
memorable moments that our members 
have shared in our six regular issues of our 
Uchinanchu newsletter in 2018.
Priced at $10 per book, clubs ordering 20 or more 
copies will be charged a discounted price of $7 
per book. Thanks to the support of numerous 
advertising sponsors, all proceeds from the sale of 
Uchinanchu 2018 will benefit the HUOA.

For information on advertising or book orders, email Gwen Fujie at 
edhuoa@hawaii.rr.com or call (808) 676-5400.

Order Your UCHINANCHU 2018 Today!
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Chris & Shiori Shimabukuro
Lillian Shimabukuro
Bob & Mimi Shiroma
Pat & George Takamiya
Kaaren Takara
Cyrus Tamashiro
Charles T. Toguchi
Robert & Amy Tsuru
In Memory of Sadako Hokama by Hawaii 

Shuri-Naha Club
In Memory of Irene Kanetake by Hawaii 

Shuri-Naha Club
In Memory of Dr. James & Mrs. Haruko 

Tengan by Daniel Tengan
In Memory of Kenneth & Hazel C. Uehara 

by Lorraine Araki

Ikuyu Madin
Bridging from Generation to Generation - For Our Children!

A Capital Campaign of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association

Aloha Tofu Inc., Paul Uyehara
Aza Yogi Doshi Kai
Nancy Akamine Arizumi, Claire 

Matsumoto, Wilma Ogimi
Arashiro Ohana 
Charles & Gladys Tokunaga Asao
George Bartels, Jr. & Doreen Bartels
Dr. Glenn M. & Lucille K. Biven
Ford & Daneil Chinen
Dr. Doris Ching
Alton Chung
Furugen Family Ltd. Partnership
Gwen & Clayton Fujie
Gaza Yonagusuku Doshi Kai
Ginowan Club
Ginoza Sonjin Kai
Gushikawa Shijin Kai 
Haneji Club
Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club
Christine & Stanley Higa
Henry Shiyei Higa & Gladys Matsue 

Higa by co-trustees Jane Akiko 
Kamiya, Alice Etsuko Higa & 

   Edward Shisei Higa
Laverne Higa
Mark & Hanae Higa
Mildred Higa
Dr. Kyoko Hijirida
Hui Alu, Inc.
Hui Makaala
Hui O Laulima
Carol & Stanley Ige
Jocelyn Ige
Ralph & Jean Ige

In Memory of Melvin “Blackie” Iha and 
Benjamin “Blackie” & Violet Iha

Richard Iha, Jr.
Yuriko Inamine
Jon Itomura
Arthur Kaneshiro
Nobuko Kida
Kin Chojin Kai
Rodney & Carol Kohagura
Paul Y. & Kristi Komeiji
The Family of Richard and Kiyoko Kuba - 

Lui, Chung, Morikami, Kuba-Hori
Asako Kuwazaki
Jane Setsuko & Won Kuk Lee
Miki & Brian Maeshiro
Mavis Masaki
Dwight T. Matsuda
Robert T. Matsuda
Sally & Hisashi Matsumoto
Guy Miyashiro
Florence Sueko, Patrick & Nona 

Miyashiro
Lawrence & Alice Morisako
Catherine Morishige
Mark Mugiishi
Russell & Charlotte Mukai
Nago Club
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai
Carol & Jackson Nakasone
Karen Nakasone
Mitsuko Toguchi Nakasone
Norman & Renette Nakasone
Okinawa Genealogical Society of 

Hawaii
The Family of Shinichi & Utome 

Okuhama

Oroku Azajin Club
Ruth Oshiro
Yoshimori Oshiro
Yasuo and Chiyo Sadoyama
Steven & Stephanie Saito
The Family of Akira & Jane Sakima
Jane Serikaku
Chris & Shiori Shimabukuro
Earl & Sue Shimabukuro
Herbert & Lillian Shimabukuro
R.K. & C. Shimabukuro
Bob & Mimi Shiroma
George & Pat Takamiya
Courtney Takara
Karen Keiko Tamae & Akira Sugikawa; 

Roy, Dawn & Makana Sugikawa; Janet 
& Neal Yamanouchi

Tamagusuku Club
Cyrus & Ann Tamashiro
George & Emeline Tamashiro
James M. Tamashiro Family, in memory 

of Martha Kame Tamashiro
Daniel Tengan
Mark & Joanie Teruya
Charles T. Toguchi
Linda Torigoe
Darryl Uezu
Alice S. Uyehara
Maurice & Jean Yamasato
Kenneth & Helen Yanamura
Nancy & Larry Yogi and Family
Yomitan Club
Bob Yonahara
Harold & Elsie Yonamine
In Memory of Kenneth K. & Hazel C. 

Uehara

(Listed Members have either donated or pledged $10,000 or more to our current campaign starting July 1, 2014.)

Okinawa City-Goeku Son
Okinawa City-Goeku Son by Karen Wright
Okinawa City-Goeku Son by Ryokei & 

Beatrice Kuba
Okinawa City-Goeku Son by Chad & 

Janise Oshiro
Okinawa City-Goeku Son by Lowell & 

Tammi Shigemi
Okinawa City-Goeku Son by Eugene 

Kamimura
Okinawa City-Goeku Son by Mae Chung
Okinawa Hawaii Kyoukai
Oroku Azajin Club by Frederick & Virginia 

Takara
Oroku Azajin Club by Nathan & Beverly 

Taira
Oroku Azajin Club by Dennis S. Kaneshiro
Oroku Azajin Club

Our Supporters

IKUYU MADIN KAI MEMBERS OF THE 200 FOR 2M CAMPAIGN

The Hawaii United Okinawa Association would like to acknowledge the following individuals, families, organizations and companies who 
have donated or pledged to our Campaign. Since our last report we received $68,042.03, including donations from Okinawa Hawaii Kyoukai. 
We are humbled by the support and the confidence you have displayed through your generous donations. The Hawaii Okinawa Plaza will be 

our testament to the future of Okinawan culture in Hawaii.
We are appreciative to the clubs and their members who have continually supported us. We would like to welcome Ginoza Sonjin Kai to our 200 

for 2M Campaign. Magukuru Kara Ippee Nifee Deebiru – from our hearts, thank you very much.

Donations listed below were received December 1, 2018 to December 31, 2018.
Family of Richard & Kiyoko Kuba by 

Marjorie Lui
Leeward Regional Group
Nago Club by Carol Yamanuha
Nago Club by Kathy Arakaki
Nago Club by Arakaki Family
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai by Howard T. 

Asato
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai by Stephanie & 

Kent Katayama
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai by Shigeo Asato
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai by Earl & Cynthia 

Podesta Asato
Lisa Nakama
Hajime & Cheko Nakasone
Karen Tooko Nakasone
Aza Yogi Doshi Kai by Keith Nakasone
Alben & Lynn Namihira

Family of Akira & Jane Sakima by Howard 
& Sue Sakima

Charles Asao & Gladys Tokunaga-Asao
Dr. Glenn M. & Mrs. Lucille Kuwaye Biven
Dr. Doris Ching
Good One Group
Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club by Edward & 

Barbara Kuba
Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club by Pauline 

Arakaki
Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club by Gregory H. 

Kuwazaki
Hui O Laulima
Ralph & Jean Ige
Stanley & Carol Ige
Kin Chojin Kai Club
Paul & Kristi Komeiji
Kona Okinawa Kenjinkai
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Hawaii Okinawa Plaza Update: Tenants Begin to Occupy Spaces!
Good news! The Hawaii Okinawa Plaza building is complete and tenants have started on their own internal construction. Currently, all 12,000 

square feet of the building have been leased out except for roughly 1,100 square feet of space still available on the second floor. The comple-
tion of the construction phase of the project was a huge milestone, but signing up tenants to occupy the building was the next crucial step to make 
this project a success. Whether you have visited the completed building or not, we encourage you to stop by and see a beautiful new surprise that 
was recently added!

There are many people who made this project possible. Henry Ford once said, “Coming together is a beginning. Keeping together is progress. 
Working together is success.” This quote seems very applicable to the Hawaii Okinawa Plaza project. Thanks to the HUOA leaders over a decade ago 
who first came together to start this very ambitious project, to all the HUOA and HOP leaders both in Hawaii and in Okinawa who overcame many 
challenges to keep this dream alive, to everyone today who has worked so hard and sacrificed so much to get the project to where it is today, we owe 
all of you a debt of gratitude. 

The building is complete, but our fundraising efforts continue. The total construction cost of the Hawaii Okinawa Plaza is approximately $5.4 million 
and the HUOA has done well to raise funds in support of this project, but we can still benefit from your support. The more funds the HUOA is able to 
raise, the less we need to rely on our line of credit with the bank. To date, over 1,200 donors have helped to raise just over $2.4 million. We would like 
to ask for your kokua and financial support to help support this important project. 

Making a donation in support of the Hawaii Okinawa Plaza is making an investment in the future of the HUOA. The goal of the HOP Project is to 
provide an annual income stream to support the HUOA and the many wonderful programs it puts on. Programs like the student exchange program, 
sanshin classes, taiko classes, Uchinaaguchi classes, ikebana classes, Children’s Cultural Day Camps, music and dance recitals, and community service 
projects would benefit from the financial support provided by the HOP Project. 

These programs make the HUOA special, but it also leaves it dependent on annual contributions from its members. In addition, the annual income 
stream provided to the HUOA will help to offset rising maintenance costs that make it harder and harder for the HUOA to sustain itself. Your gift today 
will pay dividends for our generation as well as for future generations. Thank you for your consideration and support.

Ippee Nifee Debiru

Preserving Our Legacy2018 to 2019–Annual Giving Program

T hank you to the many members, friends and businesses that have responded to our 2018/2019 annual giving campaign. We are deeply grateful for   
        the confidence you have shown in us by giving us your donation dollars. As we begin a new year, HUOA looks forward to new promises and challenges. 
President Jocelyn Ige reminds us that we must reflect and look at the past, so that we can create the future.

Your donation allows us to create a bright future for the HUOA and Hawaii Okinawa Center. By the end of 2018 we received 610 donations, representing 
$100,376.00. We are forever grateful to all of you. 

Please join us in 2019—together, our future will only be limited by our imagination. It is through your continued contributions that we are able to have 
successful cultural programs and upkeep our home, the Hawaii Okinawa Center. Ippee Nifee Deebiru!

The following list of donors reflects contributions from December 1, 2018 to December 31, 2018.

DIAMOND ($5,000 & ABOVE)
In Honor of Frank Hiroshi & Toyoko 

Nakamura by Roy, Michael, Audrey & 
Lynn Nakamura

PLATINUM ($2,500 & $4,999)
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund
GOLD ($1,000 & $2,499)
Anonymous (2)
Hui O Laulima
Wayne & Karen Kanemasu
George & Shirley Kaneshiro
Dennis Kanetake
Shigeji & Ruth Kogachi
Amy Miyamoto
Wilbert S. Miyashiro
Lynn & Frances Nakamura
Kiichi & Sadako Oshiro
S & M Sakamoto, Inc
Thad & Yoko Wakasugi
In Memory of Kama & Kamato Akamine 

by Jessie Y. Varble
In Memory of Charles E. Higa by Peter G. 

Drewliner
In Memory of Joe & Yoko Higashi by 

Henry & Sharon Higashi
In Memory of Kosei & Akiko Kaneshiro by 

Ken & Diane Matsuura
In Memory of S. George & Yolanda 

Kinoshita by Norma Kinoshita Liu
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Kiichi 

Kobashigawa by K. Miura
In Memory of Kenei & Yoshiko Oshiro by 

the Oshiro Family
In Memory of Nancy Tamanaha Oshiro by 

Yoshinobu Oshiro
SILVER ($500 TO $999)
Portia (Shimabukuro) Hara, Edwin T. Hara 

& Jonathan Hara
Irene Hirano Inouye
Hatsue & Kameichi Mento
Lynn Miyahira
A. Miyashiro

In Memory of Carl T. Uyeunten by Arline 
Uyeunten

In Memory of Jiro & Kama Yamauchi by 
Harold & Toyo Yamauchi

In Memory of Paula H. Yokochi 
In Honor of Maurice & Jean Yamasato by 

Sidney & Aileen Fuke
CONTRIBUTOR ($100 & $249)
Anonymous (17)
Miyo C. Abangan
Harold & Patsy Afuso
Clarence M. Agena
Terry Agena
Howard H. Akamine
May Akamine
Stanley Aniya
Masanobu & Mildred Arakaki
Cosmo & Ann Arakawa
Jean Arakawa
Kate Ardona
Ed & May Asato
George Asato
Howard T. Asato
Jerry & Eva Bohannon
Emily Chinen-Pascual
Wendell Choo
Gail Crosson
Judith Debebar
Jane Kochi Eckenrode
Harry & Sylvia Ehara
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Enriques
Stuart & Gayle Fujioka
George Fukuhara
Robert C. Fukuhara
Rachel K. Fu
Elmira Furumoto
Harry Y. Goya
Hideo Goya
Sadao Goya
Edward & Dorothy Higa
Jack & Kay Higa

Continued on Page 10

Kosei & Gail Nago
Lloyd M. & Pamela A. Nakasone
Alben & Lynn Namihira
Steven Y. Takushi
George & Emeline Tamashiro
Dexter & Valerie Teruya
Takashi Tsuhako
David Ueunten
Glenn Urata
In Memory of Taro & Kamado Arakaki by 

Yukiko A. Ross
In Memory of Taru & Kamado Arakaki by 

Tomiko A. See
In Memory of Tomio “Tom” Arakaki by 

Harold & Joyce Asato
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Choyu 

Shimabukuro by Mr. & Mrs. Jason Yuen
In Memory of Walter H. Tamashiro by 

Louise Tamashiro
In Memory of Chester & Hatsumi Toguchi
In Memory of Roger & Chiyoko Toguchi by 

Wayne & Ruth Okubo
In Memory of 102 year old Kikuyo Urasaki 

by Betsy C. Nakanishi
In Memory of Kamado & Yoshiko Uyehara 

by Alice Masutani
BRONZE ($250 TO $499)
Anonymous (3)
Cornell & Shirley Alos
Craig Arakaki
Joann Carey
Alvin & Karen Fuse
Jo Ige
Keith & Arleen Kamita
Steve & Judi Kawachi
Elsie T. Kawakone
Wilfred & Loretta Miyashiro
Maxine Nagamine
Alice Nagano
Grace Y. Nakamura
Stanley K. Nakamura
Toshiko Nakasone

Kenneth & Myrna Nishihara
Wallace T. Oki
Rons Construction Corporation
David & Susanne Shimabukuro
Mr. & Mrs. Edward S Shiroma
Lance Shiroma
Kenneth & Janet Umemoto
Wesley Waniya
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Kishin Arakaki 

by Carl G. Arakaki
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Hotaro Higa by 

Lilly S. Higa
In Memory of Pauline Hirasuna (Nakachi) 

by Thomas J. Hirasuna & Jean B. Hunter
In Memory of Isamu “Ponduce” Hokama 

and Tsuyako “Sue” Hokama by Conrad 
	 Hokama
In Memory of Bokuzen & Haruko T. 

Kaneshiro by Sandra S. & Carl Yanagi
In Memory of Bokuzen & Haruko T. 

Kaneshiro by Frances Kaneshiro
In Memory of Minoru Kaneshiro by Carol 

H. Espiritu
In Memory of Seisuke & Ushi Kaneshiro 

by Wini Sakai
In Memory of Tsushima Maru by Olson 

Okada
In Memory of Robert H. Miyahira by Betsy 

T. Miyahira
In Memory of Kosei & Uto Nakama by 

Rene Nakama
In Memory of Tokushin & Kami 

Nakamoto by Charles & Sue Wang
In Memory of Kamazen Shimabuku by 

George & Peggy Shimabuku
In Memory of Jane S. Shiroma by Masao 

Shiroma
In Memory of Herbert M. & Barbara T. 

Teruya by Stephanie M. Teruya
In Memory of Judith S. Teruya by Robert 

Teruya
In Memory of Takenori & Matsue Toma by 

Muriel F. Donnan
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In Memory of Laura H. Kaku & Mac Y. 
Uehara by Herb Kaku

In Memory of Antoku & Tsuruko 
Kaneshiro by Janet Nii

In Memory of Bokuzen & Haruko T. 
Kaneshiro by Mamoru & Ethel Kawahara

In Memory of Lorraine Kaneshiro by 
Arthur Kaneshiro

In Memory of Masanobu Kaneshiro by 
Betsy Kaneshiro

In Memory of Seichi “Kenneth” Kaneshiro 
by Geraldine A. Kaneshiro

In Memory of Carol Kinjo by Robert Kinjo
In Memory of Charles Kishimoto by Karen 

LK White
In Memory of Seibu & Masako Kiyuna by 

Homer & Judith Sheldon
In Memory of Irene Kobashigawa by 

Shigeru Kobashigawa
In Memory of Mitsugi & Yoshiko 

Kobayashi by Christine M Kobayashi & 
John McComas

In Memory of Minoru & Kiyoko Kubota by 
Bob & Lynn Kuboto

In Memory of Taketa & Tsuruko Kutaka by 
Sally Ann Kutaka

In Memory of Annette Uehara Lee by 
Masa & Barbara Uehara

In Memory of Nancy Shizue Luersen by 
Paul & Amy Luersen

In Honor of Masato, Mike and Jane
In Memory of Daniel Matsumoto and 

Seibu & Masako Kiyuna by Isabelle 
Matsumoto

In Memory of Kashin & Taru Miyahira by 
Russell & Charlotte Mukai

In Memory of Jerry S. Miyasato by 
Edna Miyasato and Mr. & Mrs. David 
Johnston

In Memory of Zentaro, Ushi and Walter 
Takashi Miyashiro by Nancy Miyashiro 
West

In Memory of Thomas H. Miyashiro by 
Shirley H. Miyashiro

In Memory of Stanley & Mildred 
Moriyama by Ruth Dick

In Memory of Isamu & Harue Nakama by 
Hozen Shimabuku

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Koroku Nakama 
and Mr. Hiroshi Nakama by Rosalind 
Nakama

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. James K. 
Nakanishi by Mr. & Mrs. Susumu 
Miyashiro

In Memory of Duke & Yoshiko Nakasato 
by Roy & Doreen Y. Higa

In Memory of Masao & Shizue Nakasone 
by Mr. & Mrs. James T. Kubo

In Memory of Matsuni Nakasone by 
Shigeko Nakasone & Takeo Nakasone

In Memory of Robert J. Nishihara by Dora 
Nishihara

In Memory of George (Blackie) Nishikawa 
by Roy & Doreen Y. Higa

In Memory of Jogi & Fumiko Onaga by 
Stanley Onaga

In Memory of Lorna s. Yamauchi Oshima 
by Thomas Oshima

In Memory of Akiko Oshiro by Jean Oshiro
In Memory of Thomas Oshiro, Jr by 

Patricia Oshiro
In Memory of Stanley Osamu Owan by 

Mitchell Owan
In Memory of Jane Serikaku by Koki 

Tamashiro & Family
In Memory of Jane F. Serikaku by Joyce N. 

Chinen
In Memory of Shigeru & Soyo Serikaku 

and George Ujimori by Ellen Ujimori
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Walter Serikaku 

by George & Alyce Serikaku

Chadwick & Gayle Wong
Helen Yamamoto
Kathleen Yamashiro
Katsuo Yamashiro
Bryan I. Yamashita
Marvin Yamauchi
Michael Yamauchi
Harriet Yap
Walter S. Yeda
Norman & Jane Yonamine
James H. & Harriet Yoshida
Wendy N. Yoshimoto
In Memory of Tatsuo & Sadako Akamine 

by Toshuke & Muriel Arakaki
In Memory of Herbert Apaka Jr by Kimie 

Apaka
In Memory of Amy Asato by Richard 

Maruyama
In Memory of Herbert T. Asato by Ruth H. 

Asato
In Memory of Taketo Asato by Clara Goto
In Memory of Yuichi & Tsuyu Asato by 

Kenneth K. Asato
In Memory of Jane T. Chang by Morris & 

Robbie Umeno
In Memory of Wallace Seiko & Kiyoko M. 

Chinen by Joyce N. Chinen
In Memory of my mother Clara Kameko 

(Higa) Ferreira by Jane H. Kuniyoshi
In Memory of Yoshio & Haruko Funakoshi 

by Roy & Joy Tanabe
In Memory of Masue Fusato by Mr. & Mrs. 

Philip Takaba
In Memory of Grace Gima by Roy C. 

Ashitomi
In Memory of Harriet Y. Gushikuma by 

Shigeru Gushikawa
In Memory of Dick S. Hamada by Irene 

Hamada
In Memory of Mrs. Florence Hamamura by 

Janis K. Yamamoto
In Memory of Bert T. Higa by Janice H. Higa
In Memory of Claudia Higa by Kerri Higa
In Memory of Joe & Blinkie Higa by Roy & 

Doreen Y. Higa
In Memory of Matsushige & Ushi Higa by 

Roy & Doreen Y. Higa
In Memory of Sadafumi & Norma Higa by 

Roy & Doreen Y. Higa
In Memory of Sadako & Elsie Higa by Roy 

& Doreen Y. Higa
In Memory of Seiyu & Fusae Higa by Ben & 

Nancy Shimokawa
In Memory of Shigeo Higa by Katherine Higa
In Memory of Sue Higa by Sherwin Higa
In Memory of Tara & Ushiya Higa by Kathy 

Dailey
In Memory of Tom T. Higa by Cliff & 

Jeanine Provencal
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Ushi Higa by 

Harry K. Higa
In Memory of Warren Teruo Higa by 

Geraldine Higa
In Memory of Yoshimori & Ernest Higa by 

Frederick T. Higa
In Memory of Bunto & Goji Ige by William 

& Loreen Leong
In Memory of Doris Mitsue Namihara by 

Beatrice K. Kaneshiro
In Memory of Chokichi Ige by Choichi Ige
In Memory of Chokichi Ige by Yasuo 

Nakahara
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Michael T. 

Ikehara by David Y. Ikehara
In Memory of Wataru & Nancy T. Isa and 

Cassy Ikeda by Kaaren Takara
In Memory of Dale Ishiara by Janice Ishiara
In Memory of Fumiko Ishikawa by Stanley 

Ishikawa
In Memory of Colman & Thelma Izu by 

Milton & Maddie Oshiro

Janet H. Higa
Stanley & Christine Higa
Takashi Higa
Toshio Higa
Carol & Francis Hirashiki
Akira Iha
Fumio Iha
Susan & Garrett Iha
Rodney Ikehara
Robert & Doreen Ikeno
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Isa
Robert & Jean Ishihara
Yasu & Amy Ishikawa
Steve & Nancy Iwamoto
Juliet Y. Jakahi
Neal & Gerri Kabei
Clara Kajiwara
Judith T. Kakazu
Robert & Sharyn Kamemoto
K. Kamiya
Masao Kaneshiro
Ronald Kaneshiro
Shoei & Miyoko Kaneshiro
Wallace Kaneshiro
Mr. & Mrs. Yoneichi Kaneshiro
Lillian S. Keone
Alice Kim
Masao Kinjo
Masuo Kino
Howard & Dora Kitabata
Paul & Katherine Kiyabu
Thomas & Karen Kiyabu
Antoku and Kinue Kobashigawa
Edwin Kobashigawa
Janice Kobashigawa
Katsuhiro Kobashigawa
Mildred and Fred Kobashikawa
Aunty Chiyoko (Miyahira) Kojima and all 

her siblings by George R. Kuwaye
Nobuko Kotani
Joyce Kozuma
Doris Kubo
Karen & Patrick Kubota
Mamo & Emi Kuniyoshi
Henry T.H. & Carol R. Lau
Richard T. Maeda
Coralie Matayoshi
Hiro Matsuno
Albert Mayeshiro
Kelli Miyahira
Arlene Miyamoto
Leigh-Ann Miyasato
George M. & Barbara Miyashiro
Kimie Miyashiro
Michelle Miyashiro
Pat & Nona Miyashiro
Raymond & Stella Miyashiro
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald H. Miyashiro
Steven & Janyce Miyashiro
Janet & Hiroo Momohara
Hatsuko Kinjo Morales
Raymond Nagamine
Richard & Florence Nagamine
Roy & Doris Nagamine
Leroy Nagasako
Maurice Nakachi
Thomas Nakadomari
Bertram & Lillian Nakama
Mildred S. Nakama
Paul & Janice Nakama
Ralph Nakama
Shigeru Nakamura
Shirley T. Nakamura
Wayne & Karen Nakamura
Peter H. Nakanishi
In Memory of Kameju & Tsuruko 

Nakasone by Gilbert Nakasone

Isamu Nakasone
June Nakasone
Richard & Jocelyn Nishihara
Marleen A. Nishimiya
Alan & Sandra Nishimoto
Haruno Nogami
George N. Nohara
Masako F. Oda
Tom & Wilma Ogimi
Bob & Nancy Okuda
Marjorie Okuhara
Randy & Joan Okumura
James I. Onaga
Miyoko Onaga
Clement Oshiro
Clifton Oshiro
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Oshiro
Frederic Oshiro
Fumie Oshiro
Haruko Oshiro
Lillian Y. Oshiro
Masaru & Kiyoko Oshiro
Momoyo Oshiro
Rodney S Oshiro & Jean Y. Oshiro
Roy M. Oshiro
Tsutomu & Hiroko Oshiro
Wallace & Patsy Oshiro
Yoshimori Oshiro
Melvin Padayhag
Edward M. Sakima
Nolan & Debra Sakoki
Rachael Sakuma
Joyce M. Shimabukuro
Lillian Shimabukuro
Masayuki Shimabukuro
Ernest & Lenore Shima
Howard & Ethel Shima
Dawn Shinsato
Herbert M. Shinsato
Richard Shiroma
Mr. & Mrs. Koji Taira
Lance Takamiya
Ethel Takara
Misao Takara
Morris Takushi
Jerry H. Tamashiro
Michael H. & Vivien P. Tamashiro
Earnest & Iris Tamayose
Sada & Michele Tengan
Sadako Tengan
Howard Teruya
Kisei Teruya
William O. Teruya
George Toguchi
Jean Toguchi
Janet Tokuda
Nancy Tokuda
Nancy Tokuhara
Cynthia Toma
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas K. Toma
Bevilynn Tomei
Isao Tomita
Dwight Toyama
Janet Toyama
Shige Toyama
Stan & Sue Toyama
Toki & Pat Toyama
Betsy Y. Tsuhako
Donald M. Uesato
Grace M. Ueunten
Alice S. Uyehara
Howard E. Uyehara
James & Jane Uyehara
Marjorie M. Uyehara
Roy T. Uyehara
Yasu and Jane Uyehara
Amy R. Watanabe

Preserving Our Legacy2018 to 2019–Annual Fund Drive
Continued from Page 9

Continued on Page 11
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Jean K. Nishikawa
Patsy Oda
Walter Ohta
Grace Okuma
Jane s. Omura
Theodore & June Nakata Onishi
Aiko Oshiro
Betty T. Oshiro
Cynthia Oshiro
Leslie Oshiro
Ralph Oshiro
Yukie Oshiro
Clifford & Susan Sagara
Wayne T. Sasaki
Lowell & Tammi Shigemi
Edith E. Shimabuku
George Shimabukuro
Mark T. Shimabukuro
Hiroshi Shima
Wallace Shinsato
Amy Shiroma
Angelica Shiroma
Charles Shiroma
Sandra J. Shiroma 
Raymond & JoAnn Shito
Kikue S. Tada
Mildred M. Tagami
Kay K. Takaezu
Ann Takaki
Karen Takara
Michiko Takara
Ken M. Takemoto
Eileen E. Taketa
Milton M. Tamanaha
John G. Tamashiro
Carol M. Tamayose
Emiko Tamayose

In Memory of Hideo & Elton Shimabukuro 
by Lily Shimabukuro

In Memory of Iris Shimabukuro by Lyanne 
& Dennis Hijirida

In Memory of Sanra & Kamado Shinsato by 
Allan & Charlotte Hashimoto

In Memory of Tokio & Haruko Shinsato by 
Jane S. Shiroma

In Memory of Yamato & Kame Shiroma by 
Nancy S. Chen

In Memory of Masako Shimabukuro Stiver 
by Robert H. Stiver

In Memory of Sachio Taira by Tokie Taira
In Memory of Yeikichi & Ushi Tamanaha 

by Betty H. Kegley
In Memory of Yeikichi & Ushi Tamanaha 

by Karen K. Tamanaha
In Memory of Shoyei & Tomiko Tengan by 

E. Kamemoto
In Memory of the Bobby Isa Family by 

Gwen Isa
In Memory of Fred Toyama by Freda J. Young
In Memory of Agnes & Kenichi Tsuha by 

Jan K. Tsuha
In Memory of Margaret Oshiro Tsuma by 

Walter Tsuma
In Memory of Thomas Y. Uechi by G. Ken 

& Claire Uechi
In Memory of Ellen Watanabe by Seizen & 

Helen Maeshiro
In Memory of Akira Yamauchi and Ushi, 

Yukiko, Yoshiko & Mozio Takara
In Memory of Janet Yonamine by Donald 

M. Uesato
In Honor of Kozen & Yoshie Nakama by 

James & Aileen Hiramatsu
In Honor of Sam & Utu Shimabuku by Tom 

& Maureen Shimabuku
In Memory of Kamato Sueyoshi by Carol S. 

Sueyoshi

In Honor of Misao Tengan by Laurie 
Fukushima

In Memory of Sakae Uehara, MD by Dr. 
Glen & Joyce Komatsu

FRIEND ($99 AND BELOW)
Anonymous (26)
Henry S. Arakaki
Miles Arakaki
Karen Arakawa
Thelma Arakawa
Nancy H. Asato
Mae Chung
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Dela Cruz
Tokiko Devaney 
Deborah Dwyer-Oshiro
Jane Fujii
Jay & Marjorie Fujita
Jill Fukui
Anna Gima
Paul M. & Takako Goya
Melvin & Joyce Gushiken
Cora Gushikuma
Lois Han
Frederick & Debra Heyler
Gladys Higa
Michael Higa
Ross & Lorna Higa
William S. Higa & Laura S. Higa
Hidenobu Hiyane
Larry K. Ige
Kamado & Kama Isa
Charles T. Isara
I.K. Isara
Gary & Phyllis Ishikawa
Sandy Kaneshiro-Cabalo
Donald Kaneshiro
Ellen Kaneshiro

Mary S. Kanetake
Kenneth S. Kato
Valerie Kato
Richard MS & Janet M Kim
Mark Kiyuna
Stanley Kiyuna
Sonoko Kobashigawa
Mr. & Mrs. Bert Kochi
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Kohagura
Kimiko Kohagura
Cheryl & Nathan Kurashige
Christine Lau
Rosa Maja
Ginyei Matsudo
James & Yoshiko Mayo
Gladys S. Miner
Catherine Miyahira
S Miyasato
Dwayne Miyashiro
James S. Miyashiro
Melvin Miyashiro
Doris Murai
Mel & Iris Murakami
Kay & May Muranaka
Reid & Leslie Nagamine
Wilfred Nagamine
Norman & Irene Nago
Calvin Nakaishi
Haruko J. Nakamoto
Julia Nakamura
Yoshihara Nakamura
Iris Nakasone
Lillian Nakasone
Robert & Becky Nakasone
Hatsuko Nakata
Sally Nakata
Toshiko Neumann
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their talent, English classes, and lessons about Hawaiian culture.  
On February 4, the group visited HOC and toured its grounds. They learned 

about Okinawan immigration to Hawaii and their subsequent growth and contri-
butions. The students participated in a panel discussion with Eric Wada, Norman 
Kaneshiro, Collin Hoo and Brandon Ing, who discussed how they became inter-
ested in the Okinawan performing arts. The panel encouraged the students to con-
tinue their studies in the arts as well as to learn about their cultural past.

Geijutsu provided a wonderful performance at HOC for approximately 
120 attendees at a potluck dinner on February 4. The students sat among the 
HUOA members and friends, enjoyed a dinner of local food, and performed 
for the appreciative crowd. The Young Okinawans also performed, teaching the 
students and the crowd a bon dance. The Young Okinawans taught the students 
about how Hawaii’s Eisa group performances at bon dances differ from the Eisa 
performed in Okinawa.

On February 5, the students visited the high school campus at Kamehameha 
School to interact with the school’s Japanese language students, share friendships, 
experiences and culture. That was followed by a performance and cultural 
exchange with the boys of the Kamehameha School hula class in the Performing 
Arts Studio. The boys performed several hula for the group and the Okinawan 
students shared their art through dance and music. The exchange of student 
ideas and cultures was the highlight of their experience in Hawaii. Deputy 
Superintendent Yonamine and Kamehameha School administrators are looking 
forward to more of these exchanges in the future.

Geijutsu in Hawaii
A very talented group of Okinawan high school 

students visited Hawaii from February 3-8, 2019. 
The official title of this visit is the 2019 Overseas Short-
Term Project for Global Leadership Development, Arts and Culture Exchange 
Program (Geijutsu). The student exchange was sponsored by the Okinawan 
Prefectural Government’s Department of Education, Folk Art Department.

The traveling party included 16 students from high schools throughout 
Okinawa, accompanied by seven administrators and chaperones who were led 
by Yoshimichi Yonamine, Deputy Superintendent, OPG-DOE. All of the students 
went through an extensive screening process that began with recommendations 
by their school, followed by auditions and written essays. Once selected, the 
students were provided intensive individual training by a coach depending on 

Students pose in front of the Kyuzo Toyama statue during a tour of the Hawaii Okinawa Center.

Above: Okinawa students participate in a cultural exchange with Kamehameha students.
Left: Students enjoy various foods prepared by HUOA members during a local style potluck dinner.

Continued on Page 13
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Friendship Gathering With 
Naha Clubs
Seven council members and an aide from Naha City visited Hawaii from 

January 21-24.  During their four-day stay, they met with local govern-
ment agencies to research tourism in Hawaii, met East-West Center officials, 
and visited a U.S. military base. They also met with City officials to maintain 
and strengthen the Honolulu-Naha sister-city relationship and discuss plans 
for the upcoming 60th 
anniversary in 2020.

A friendship gath-
ering was planned by 
the Hawaii Shuri-Naha 
Club and Oroku Azajin 
Club with the assistance 
of HUOA Executive 
Director Gwen Fujie 
and Colin Sewake of the 
Okinawa Hawaii Kyokai 
on January 21 at the Serikaku Chaya, Hawaii Okinawa Center (HOC).

The delegation from Naha visited Kyuzo Toyama’s gravesite at Mililani 
Memorial Cemetery and toured the HOC and Hawaii Okinawa Plaza sites 
before gathering for pupus and a Hawaiian dinner in the Chaya. This was a 
great opportunity for Hawaii folks to connect with Naha City officials and 
strengthen the bonds between Hawaii and Okinawa. Mayor Kirk Caldwell 
joined the group for dinner and pledged his continued support for the sister-
city relationship.

Wayne Takamine serenaded the group during the cocktail reception. 
After the delicious Hawaiian dinner, Val Teruya performed the hula to 
“Nada Sou Sou.” Val and Bobbi Kuba encouraged the Naha officials to roll 
up their pants cuffs and taught them the “Boy from Lapahoehoe” hula. 
Dexter Teruya and Hanae Higa entertained with song and sanshin, and 
kachashi and fellowship were terrific!

Traditional omiyage gifts were exchanged with the Naha delegation. 
HUOA President Jo Ige and Gwen Fujie represented HUOA and Greg 
Kuwazaki, Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club President, and Beverly Taira, Oroku 
Azajin Club President, represented the two hosting clubs. 

Mahalo to all our guests and volunteers who attended this event and 
Cyrus Tamashiro and David Arakawa who provided the Naha delegation 
with round-trip transportation.

Ginowan Club News
Happy New Year! The Ginowan 

Shijin Kai looks forward to anoth-
er eventful year led by its newly elected 
officers: President Sandra Nishimoto; 
Vice President Joy Schoonover; Secretary 
Carol Kohagura; and Treasurer Garrett 
Iha. Advisors: Roberta Umeno, Ellen 
Higa, Christine Higa, Rodney Kohagura, 
Guy Miyashiro, Patrick Miyashiro, Alice 
Morisako, and John Tasato.

Activities: Rodney Kohagura, 
Shinnenenkai chairman and his com-
mittee of the Futenma and Maehara 
aza’s are in the midst of planning for the 
New Year’s celebration on March 16 at 
5 p.m. Flyers will be sent to all mem-
bers. The picnic committee has already 
begun planning for a fun-filled event on 
August 11 at Ala Moana Park. These are 
the club’s two major events where fami-
lies and friends can get together, reunite 

for fun and fellowship, and celebrate Ginowan’s past and present.
The Ginowan Club also actively participates in HUOA events such as the 

annual Okinawan Festival, craft fairs, parades, concerts and other cultural 
activities throughout the year.

Under the direction of  Bobbi Kuba and Val Teruya, the Naha 
delegation danced “The Boy from Lapahoehoe” hula.

Friendship Gathering of Naha officials, HUOA board members, Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club and 
Oroku Azajin Club.

Cousins Gail Crosson, Dean Oshiro and 
Robbie Umeno carry the Ginowan flag at a 
HUOA parade. Dean has served as flag bear-
er in Honolulu as well as at the Worldwide 

Uchinanchu Festival in Naha, Okinawa.

Gushikawa Shijin Kai 
Shinnen Enkai
On January 26, 2019, Gushikawa Shijin Kai held its annual Shinnen 

Enkai at Masa’s Cafeteria. Gushikawa Shijin Kai’s mission to 
foster goodwill and friendship among its members by promoting, pre-
serving, and perpetuating Okinawan culture and, more specifically, the 
Gushikawa heritage was on full display at the Shinnen Enkai with 200 

family and friends present. 
Gushikawa Shijin Kai strives to appeal 

to all ages. Therefore, the Shinnen Enkai 
party integrated a Kupuna Health area 
with fall-prevention exercises and a Keiki 

Korner where kids and teens 
were able to decorate and 
color their own Okinawan 
objects, symbols, and Shisa. 
There were beautiful dances by Sarah Agena and entertainment through-
out the evening included Ryukyu Koten Afuso Ryu Ongaku Kenkyuu 
Choichi Kai USA, Grant Murata Sensei; and Hooge Ryu, Hana Nuuzi 
nu Kai, National Heritage Foundation Living Treasure Lynne Yoshiko 

Nakasone Sensei. 
Other highlights 

were the gifts of premi-
um Japanese rice pre-
sented to members over 
80 years of age and a 
celebration of two cen-
tenarians. Of course, the 
food was amazing and 
guests included HUOA 
President Jo Ige, HUOA 
Assistant Treasurer 

Naomi Oshiro (from Gushikawa Shijin Kai) and Shinka President Kurt 
Nagamine. Last, but most certainly not least, Gushikawa Shijin Kai con-

tinued to celebrate its Uchinanchu of the Year, Arlene Fountain. This event 
was truly something special for everyone in our Gushikawa Shijin Kai 
ohana to enjoy.

Reminder: Gushikawa Shijin Kai’s annual picnic will be held on July 28 
at 9 a.m. at Kapiolani Park. 
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Sunday, July 21, 2019
Hilton Hawaiian Village, Coral Ballroom
9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Hui Makaala is pulling out all 

the stops for this 50th anniver-
sary extravaganza. From Okinawa, Hui 
Makaala is showcasing internationally 
acclaimed designer, Kanna Yamauchi, 
owner and designer of the Yokang 
designer label. Please visit the website: 
www.yokang.com 

Ms. Yamauchi was born in Naha, 
Okinawa in 1973 and was artistical-
ly influenced by her mother, Mitsuko 
Yamauchi, who was known for using 
Bingata designs in western clothes. After 
a one-year study abroad in France, 
Kanna studied fashion in Okinawa and 
Japan where she has received numer-
ous grand prize fashion awards. Kanna 
distinguishes herself from her moth-
er’s designs with a modern-style and 
youthful approach that has won broad 
appeal. 

And, by popular demand, Hui 
Makaala will also feature Kumu Hula 
Sonny Ching, with his Ho Ololi collection of artistic fabric designs and 
manipulations. Sonny Ching is also associated worldwide for his work 
with the award-winning and critically acclaimed Halau Na Mamo o 
Pu’uanahulu: School of Hawaiian Chant & Dance. Teacher, dancer, chanter, 
writer, composer, recording artist, performer, producer, jewelry designer, 
fabric designer and fashion designer, Kumu Sonny Ching will delight the 
audience with his creativity.

The lunchtime show will proudly highlight our beloved Okinawan cul-
ture and arts. Again, please mark your calendars for our 50th Annual Show 
and don’t miss out on what we expect to be a fantastic show.

More CLUB NEWS– Hui Makaala To Host 50th 
Annual Scholarship Luncheon 
and Fashion Show

Hui O Laulima congratulates its Woman of the Year Karen Chibana 
Fuse. Karen is a legacy member following the “HOL spirit” fostered 

by her mother Nora Chibana, a longtime HOL member. Honored at the 2019 
HUOA Uchinanchu of the Year and Installation Banquet, Karen was joined 
by other HOL members honored as Uchinanchu of the Year. HOL is proud 
to congratulate Beatrice Shiroma from Kitanakagusuku, Shari Tamashiro 
from Itoman, and Loretta Tokuda from Nago. Also, honored that day were 
members: Jocelyn Ige, HUOA’s 2019 President and Gwen Fujie, HUOA’s 
Executive Director. 

The festivities at the banquet were enhanced by the many HOL hands that 
prepared the over 90 floral arrangements. Under the guidance of Karen Kuba-
Hori, ferns, palm leaves, mystery leaves, camellia branches, mums, mini car-
nations and the most unusual amethyst blue sea holly eryngium were used. 

Looking forward to 2019, HOL has on its calendar a “New Members Tea” 
and will be attending Manoa Valley Theatre’s production of “Allegiance” 
on March 30. If you are interested in attending the play please contact us at 
kuba2351243@gmail.com.

Ehime Maru Cleaning
On the first Saturday in February, HUOA Executive Council members 

participated in the clean up of the Ehime Maru Memorial at Kakaako 
Park in Honolulu. The Ehime Maru, a high school training ship, was tragi-
cally struck on February 9, 2001 about 12 miles off Diamond Head by the 
USS Greenville submarine, killing nine.

The memorial consists of nine panels representing each life lost; the 
anchor of the ship rests on the outline of the ship with nine chain links still 
attached. The city also planted three mikan trees in memory of the students, 
teachers and crew. Other prefectural groups and Japanese organizations help 
to maintain the memorial site throughout the year. Family members from 
Japan arrive annually to attend the memorial service.

(L-R) Back Row: Cyrus Tamashiro, Jon Itomura, David Arakawa, Gary Jitchaku, Rodney 
Kohagura and Norman Nakasone. Front Row: Donna Kakazu, Blossom Lum, Gainor Miyashiro, 
Jo Ige, Sandy Yanagi, Laura Ajimine and Ethel Kawahara. Photo courtesy of Renette Nakasone

Hui O Laulima Recognizes its 
Outstanding Members

HOL Members take a few minutes to have their picture taken with HOL’s Woman of the Year, Karen Fuse, 
at the 2019 HUOA Uchinanchu of the Year and Installation Banquet. (Karen is the one with all the lei).

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth K. Teruya
Stanley Tokuda
Ken & Nancy Tome
Roy & Sunny S. Tominaga
Rena Tomlinson
Jon Tonouchi
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Tonouchi
Raymond & Toyo Trader
Ernie Tsuhako
Gordon & June Tsukamoto
Ethel S. Uehara
Eugene Uehara
Taka M. Uehara
Mark & Aileen Ueunten
Greg & Kristine Uramoto
Susan Ushijima
Audrey M. Uyehara
Janet Uyehara
Mike & Wilma Uyehara
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Uyezu
Barbara Webb
Thomas & Hideko Yagi
Mr. & Mrs. Bert Yamanuha
Yasuo & Irene Yamashiro
Thomas & Joanne Yamauchi
Robert & Norma Yara
Edward & Hanae Yasuda
Sandra N. & Miles K. Yasui
Seitei Yogi
Kenneth H. Yonamine
Dale Yoshizu
Frederick A. Zukeran
In Memory of Riyosei & Kamato Arakaki 

by Morris Arakaki
In Memory of Walter Chur by Jean Chur
In Memory of Kwanko & Kana Goya by 

Betsy S. Han
In Memory of Kenneth Katsuki Hayashi by 

Ethel Chiyoko Hayashi
In Memory of Amy Higa by Robert Higa
In Memory of Henry Tokusei Higa by 

Tomie “Elsie” Higa
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In Memory of Lily T. Higuchi by Michael 
Higuchi

In Memory of Sachio Isagawa by Patsy 
Reiko Isagawa

In Memory of Tarusuke & Muto Ishikawa 
by Dennis Ishikawa

In Memory of Shigemitsu Kaneshiro by 
Jean H. Kaneshiro

In Memory of Yoshinobu Kuwaye by 
Michie M. Kuwaye

In Memory of Lincoln Maeda by Mark & 
Karrie Maeda

In Memory of Wayne Miyahira by 
Augusto Miyahira

In Memory of James I Miyasato by Barbara 
C. Miyasato

In Memory of Masei & Kama Miyasato by 
Eleanor Hoshide

In Memory of Amy S. Nakagawa by 
Wayne Nakagawa

In Memory of Miyoko Onaga by A. 
Masutani

In Memory of Masaichi Oshiro by Sadako 
Oshiro

In Memory of Betty Sakamoto by George 
Y. Higa

In Memory of Satoei & Sue Shiohira by 
Wayne Shiohira

In Memory of Kame & Kamato Taira by 
Tylar Umeno

In Memory of Zenichi & Kame Tamanaha 
by Ann Wong

In Memory of Margaret Torigoe by Elaine 
Yamaguchi

In Memory of Ronald Toyama by VCY 
Chock

In Memory of Walter & Shizuye Uehara 
by Patsy Uehara

In Memory of Edwin & Sheri Watanabe 
by Jamie M. Watanabe

In Memory of James & Doris Shiohira by 
Wayne Shiohira

To Celebrate the Occasion of the New Year 
by George & Alice Fukushima



14 Uchinanchu January/February 2019

On Thursday, March, 28 2019, at 7 p.m., the Afuso-Ryu Gensei Kai 
Hawaii presents “TOBE! Uta-Sanshin in NY, Preview Performance” 

at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. Marking his 88th birthday, Grand Master 
Choichi Terukina will travel from Okinawa to Washington, DC and New 
York City. His descendant master musicians and members from HawaiI 
and Los Angeles will join him at this milestone event. Together they will 
share classical music rooted in 300-year-old poetry, folk music, and modern 

compositions.
Everyone is invited to enjoy a special 

preview of the performance that will 
be presented in Washington, D.C. and 
New York City. It will be an evening 
filled with Okinawan koten and minyo 
music, and dance.

Uta-sanshin is the art of singing 
while playing a traditional Okinawan 
three-stringed instrument called a san-
shin. Uta-sanshin as we know it today 
can be traced back over 300 years to its 
roots in the Ryukyu Kingdom (modern 
Okinawa). The classical (koten) form 
called Afuso-Ryu style dates back to 
approximately 250 years ago. The gene-
alogy of Terukina Sensei today can be 
traced back to these roots.

Tickets for the Hawaii preview per-
formance are available for $30. For information or tickets contact Melissa at 
(808) 497-3037 or by email at uyeuntenm@gmail.com.

Kanegusuku Sonjin Kai 
Shinnen Enkai
Kanegusuku Sonjin Kai celebrated the “Year of the Boar” and Valentine’s 

Day at its Shinnen Enkai at the Maple Garden Restaurant on February 
10. Eighty-seven members and families enjoyed the club’s 93rd Anniversary.

Special events included a group singing of “Asatoya Yunta” led by 
Grant “Sandaa” Murata Sensei, bingo, and entertainment by Afuso Ryu 
Hawaii Choichi Kai. Afuso Ryu has provided entertainment for Kanegusuku 
Sonjin Kai for over 24 years. This year, Sandaa Sensei was joined by Kenton 
Odo and Sean Sadaoka.

Thank you to our President Ed Kino and club advisors Sharon Quitan, 
Calvin Lum, Doris Kino, and Michelle, Marc and Mia Nakagawa, who made 
the evening enjoyable. In addition to the pupus, desserts, door prizes, food 
and drinks, the camaraderie among friends from California and Brazil made 
the event extra special.

Congratulations to members who were lucky enough to win some of the 
great door prizes such as a rice cooker, florescent lantern, crock pot—and 
especially the 43” TV grand prize! The event closed with kachashi led by the 
grand prize winner (as directed by Murata Sensei).  

A special Kanegusuku factoid: Masao Kino, our emcee for 38 years, will 
be participating in the Great Aloha Run at the age of 90. He is the eldest of 40 
participants that have participated in the race for 35 consecutive years.  

“TOBE! Uta-Sanshin in DC”
Okinawa Kuisha – Bridging Okinawa & America 
with Choichi Terukina, 
National Living Treasure of Japan.
Monday, April 13, 2019, 6 p.m.
Millennium Stage at The Kennedy Center
Washington, DC

“TOBE! Uta-Sanshin in NY”
Thursday, April 18, 2019, 7:30 p.m.
Zankel Hall at Carnegie Hall
New York, NY

Performers:
Grand Master Choichi Terukina
Afuso Ryu Choichi Kai Hawaii, USA, Kansai, Tokyo and Okinawa
Hooge Ryu Hana Nuuzi no Kai Nakasone Dance Academy
Tamagusuku Ryu Shosetsukai Shihan Higa Ben Naoya Ryubu Dojo
Tamagusuku Ryu Kansen Kai Yonamine Ryubu Dojo
Tamagusuku Ryu Shosetsu Michiko No Kai Washington DC Momoe Onno
Ryubu Dojo
Azama Honryu
Other artists to be announced.
Tickets are available at: carnegiehall.org. 
CarnegieCharge 212-247-7800. Box Office at 57th and Seventh. 
Website: https://www.afusochoichikaiusa.com

“Hawaii Ni Hibiku Uchina 
De-Ku” Concert 
Hawaii Taiko Kai is pleased to announce an upcoming concert featur-

ing the Mitsufumi Ryu Taiko Hozon Kai of Okinawa. The concert, 
titled “Hawaii Ni Hibiku Uchina De-Ku (Echoes of Uchina Taiko in Hawaii),” 
celebrates the 50th Anniversary of founding of Mitsufumi Ryu Taiko by 
the late Grand Master Mitsufumi Shimabukuro, who was recognized as a 
National Living Treasure in 2003. 

The concert cast will be led by Morikatsu Kishaba, Shihan, President 
of Mitsufumi Ryu Taiko Hozon Kai, and by Satoshi Higa, Shihan, Vice-

President. Accompanying them will be over 30 master instructors and 
instructors of the Mitsufumi Ryu Taiko Hozon Kai. This will be a unique 
opportunity to see a presentation of Uchina Deeku, ranging from classical to 
folk and contemporary.

Hawaii Taiko Kai is assisting in this endeavor by hosting the performance 
at the Hawaii Okinawa Center on Sunday, April 14, 2019 at 3 p.m. Tickets to 
the concert are $35 each. An Aloha Party for the visitors from Okinawa will 
be held immediately following the concert. Tickets for the Aloha Party are 
$25 each. Tickets for the Aloha Party will not be available after April 2, 2019. 

Tickets to both the concert and the Aloha party can be purchased prior to 
the event through any of the sources listed below. If paying by check, please 
make the check payable to Hawaii Taiko Kai. 

Hawaii Taiko Kai 
Hawaii Okinawa Center 
Senju Kai Hawaii
John Awakuni Ph. 808-676-5400, Ph. 808-754-8828, Ph. 808-888-5723, 

“info@huoa.org” “senjukaihawaii@gmail com” “jjawakuni@gmail.com”
Free bus transportation will be provided from Jikoen Hongwanji 

Temple on School Street. Those wishing to take advantage of this ser-
vice should contact Diana Kawaguchi at 808-261-8421 (leave message), 
or e-mail dk1284@yahoo.com. The buses are scheduled to leave Jikoen 
Temple at 2 p.m. on the day of the concert.

‘TOBE! Uta-Sanshin In NY’ Preview Performance

2019 Maui Okinawa
Kenjin Kai Scholarship
The Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai (MOKK) is pleased to 

announce the availability of two $1,000 scholarships to:
1. Graduating high school seniors of Maui who are children 

of MOKK members
2. Graduating high school seniors of Okinawan 

ancestry who are residents of Maui
Applications are available at:

1. Counselors’ offices at Maui high schools
2. MOKK office

3. Scholarship chairperson
Applications and transcripts must be mailed to:

Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai Scholarship Committee 
P.O. Box 1884 Wailuku, HI 96793

Attn: Darren Konno
Applications and accompanying transcript must be postmarked no later 
than Wednesday, March 27, 2019. This deadline also applies to walk-ins. 

Late or incomplete applications will not be eligible for consideration.
For further information, contact Darren Konno, 

scholarship chairperson, at 344-1060.
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sanshin backup from Sandaa Sensei and fellow Afuso Ryu members.
Congratulations, Hanae, and thank you for inspiring the next generation 

of Uchinanchu leaders.
On January 12, hundreds 

gathered for the United 
Japanese Society of Hawaii’s (UJSH) 
Shinnen Enkai. Not only did we cel-
ebrate the new year with many 
other kenjin kai, but we also recog-
nized recipients of Imperial decora-
tions from the government of Japan 
and the kenjin kai Young Achievers. 

This year, three Young Achievers 
were honored, including our own 
Hanae Higa. HUOA selected Hanae 
as its honoree for her dedication to 
preserving, promoting and perpet-
uating Okinawan culture, and her 
service to HUOA. Hanae serves as HUOA’s Japanese Language Secretary, 
providing both written and oral translation, including at many of our week-
ly KZOO Radio shows.

Hanae is also a founding member and past president of Shinka, a club 
dedicated to sharing the Uchinanchu culture with the next generation. She 
remains active in Shinka, as well as with the Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club and 

Nago Club.
Born and raised in Naha, 

Okinawa, Hanae grew up 
enjoying activities like play-
ing basketball and dancing 
hip-hop. It was not until 
she came to Hawaii that she 
was inspired by our local 
Uchinanchu community to 
start learning more about 
the unique Okinawan cul-
ture. Immersing herself in 
the Okinawan culture, she 
started Uta-sanshin lessons 
with Afuso Ryu Choichi 

Kai. Hanae discovered that she had a beautiful singing voice, perfect for 
Uta-sanshin—and she can whistle! Hanae shared her talents at the UJSH 
Shinnen Enkai, where she performed “Ashibi Shogane,” singing solo with 

Uchinaa-guchi
(Okinawan language) 

Word of the Month
January
gu-muttun, n. [gomuttomo] Being reasonable; 
being justifiable; being just; being  natural; 
being warrantable
February
nashi-hanjoo, n. Delivery; parturition; a 
childbirth; a birth. Also hanjoo. -sun, v. To give 
birth to (a baby); be delivered of (a baby).
(Excerpted, with permission, from the Okinawan-English Wordbook, by Mitsugu Sakihara, 
edited by Stewart Curry, University of Hawaii Press, Honolulu, 2006)

Hanae performs “Ashibi Shongane.”

“Josei Power” with Lynn Miyahira, Jo Ige, Hanae Higa 
and Courtney Takara.

HUOA Young Achiever Hanae Higa with her 
husband, Mark Higa.

Hui O Laulima Announces 
2019 Cultural Grant Awardees 
Hui O Laulima, a non-profit women’s organization, offers grants to 

individuals and organizations that promote and perpetuate the 
unique culture of Okinawa in our island communities. Each awardee dem-
onstrated potential to promote and expand the influence of our vibrant and 
colorful Okinawan culture. A total of $15,000 was awarded to 10 individuals 
and organizations. We congratulate and extend our best wishes to each of 
the following 2019 Cultural Grant recipients for a successful year.

1.  Afuso Ryu Choichi Kai Maui - Financial assistance to bring sensei to Maui 
for monthly sanshin classes

2.		 Jimpu Kai USA Kin Ryosho Ryukyu Geino Kenkyusho - Airfare help for 
two sensei to do research & lecture/demonstration in Okinawa

3. Kohala Okinawa Kenjin Kai - Airfare assistance for four members of 
Ukwanshin Kabudan and Young Okinawans of Hawaii to perform at the 
Hawi Jodo obon

4.		 Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai-Jimpu Kai Maui - Airfare support for sensei’s 
monthly classes in odori, kumi-udui, dressing/make-up, etc.

5. 	Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai - Maui Okinawa Sanshin - Airfare support for 	
sensei’s monthly uta-sanshin classes

6. 	Nomura Ryu Ongaku Kyo Kai Hawaii Shibu - Airfare support for sensei’s 
monthly uta-sanshin and Shimakutuba lessons

7. 	Lynette Teruya, Allison Yanagi, & Jodie Ching - Financial help for compilation 
of multimedia expressions of Okinawan culture in commemoration of 
120th 	 anniversary of Okinawan immigration to Hawaii

8.		 RMD Kohala/Waimea - Airfare support for two instructors from Okinawa 	
for shishimai workshop

9.		 RMD Hawaii - Airfare support for two instructors from Okinawa to teach 
shishimai and taiko workshops

10.	 Tamagusuku Ryu Senjukai Frances Nakachi Ryubu Dojo - Airfare help for 
10 dancers to perform at Japan Day in San Francisco

UJSH Honors Hanae Higa as Young Achiever
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individuals not covered by valid written consent forms.The advertiser shall indemnify and hold the publisher harmless from 
liability resulting from publication, including attorney fees and all other associated litigation cost of any kind.

For more information, please contact Karen Kuba-Hori at 808-676-5400 (or fax 808-676-7811) or email 
kuba-huoa@hawaii.rr.com.



Our new episodes premiere on the first and third Saturday of the month 
at 7 pm and repeat the following Thursday at 5 pm on ‘Olelo Community 
Media Channel NATV 53; no HOT show is aired on the fifth Thursday 
of a month.
All shows are submitted in high definition. ‘Olelo currently offers HD 
programming on Hawaiian Telcom channels 1049 and 1053.
All ‘Olelo shows are streamed on the Internet at HYPERLINK “http://
www.olelo.org/”www.olelo.org. Our latest shows are available on-
demand on the same ‘Olelo website at: What’s on; OleloNet Video On 
demand; then search for keyword “Okinawa”. The HUOA website 
HYPERLINK “http://www.huoa.org/”www.huoa.org has links to the site.
This TV schedule is also available on the HUOA website, which will be 
updated should any changes occur.

Mar 2, Sat, 7 pm, Mar 7 & 14, Thurs, 5 pm — Show One of the Uchinanchu 
of the Year and 69th Installation Celebration held on January 19, 2019, 
at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. Installed were the officers, advisors 
and club representatives to the Executive Council of the HUOA, with 
Jocelyn Ige as president.
Mar 16, Sat, 7 pm, Mar 21 & 28 & Apr 4, Thurs, 5 pm — Show Two of 
the Uchinanchu of the Year and 69th Installation Celebration held on 
January 19, 2019, at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. Installed were the offi-
cers, advisors and club representatives to the Executive Council of the 
HUOA, with Jocelyn Ige as president.
Apr 6, Sat, 7 pm, Apr 11 & 18, Thurs, 5 pm — 2018 Okinawan Festival (Show 
Two), held in September for the first time at the Hawaii Convention 
Center in Waikiki. Featured in this episode are the Opening Procession 
with the Paranku Clubs of Hawaii, Formal Opening Ceremony, and the 
Lei Nani Group from Okinawa.
Apr 20, Sat, 7 pm, Apr 25 & May 2, Thurs, 5 pm — Show One of the 
Ko-Ryukyu: The Dawn of Ryukyu concert presented by Ryukyukoku 
Matsuri Daiko Hawaii and the Pacific Cultural Interchange Association. 
Held on July 24, 2018 at the Hawaii Okinawa Center.

March 2019
1 				    Hawaii-Okinawa Student Exchange Aloha Party, 
					     6:30pm, HOC
2-9			   Aisatsu Tour to Okinawa
7				    Gushikawa Commercial HS Students visit HOC 3pm
9-10			  Honolulu Festival Exhibit, Hawaii Convention Center; 
					     3/9 10a-5p, 3/10 10a-3p 
10				   Honolulu Festival Parade 									       
					     [Assemble by 3:30pm at Ft. Derussy]
13				   Executive Council meeting, HOC, 7pm
27				   Board of Directors meeting, 7pm, HOC
28				   Afuso Ryu Preview Concert-Tobe Uta Sanshin
					     in NY, 7pm, HOC
April 2019
10				   Executive Council mtg, 7pm, HOC
14				   Mitsufumi-ryu Taiko Hozon Kai 50th Anniversary 
					     Concert, 3pm, HOC. Aloha Party to follow.

Classes • Other Meetings at Hawaii Okinawa Center:
HUOA Sanshin: every Thursday, 7pm* 
Ichigo Ichi E: 1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7pm* 
Ikebana: 1st Wednesday, 7pm* 
Karaoke nite: 4th Tuesday, 6:30pm* 
Kobudo Taiko: every Monday, 7pm 
Monday Crafters: every Monday, 9am* 
Okinawan Genealogical Society meeeting: 3rd Saturday, 9am* 
Uchinaaguchi: every 2nd Tuesday, 1pm*; every 
4th Thursday, 7pm* 
*for more information, please call 676-5400
**Subject to Change** (entries as of 1/30/19)

Menus for all occasions - Weddings, Birthday Parties, Graduations, Anniversaries, Office Parties, Seminars and Meetings
Popular Hawaiian & Local Style menus  •  Prime Rib Buffets • Create your own menu •  Party Platters for pick-up  •  Onsite deliveries

Discounts available for HUOA Club Members.

Celebrate in 2018
As the exclusive caterers to the Legacy Ballroom at the Hawaii Okinawa Center,

we enhance the beauty of the venue with a diverse menu for your guests to enjoy.

Call 677-7744 or visit www.acateredexperience.com for menus and more information.Call 677-7744 or visit www.acateredexperience.com for menus and more information.
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