
youngest HUOA president in the history of the organization, and the commit-
ment and involvement of young people was also evident throughout the ranks 
of HUOA’s past, present and future leaders.

Equally impressive was the dramatic emphasis on youth seen throughout 
the event’s slate of talented entertainers. From the opening call to celebration 
by Chinagu Eisa Hawaii and the shishimai of Hawaii Okinawa Creative Arts, 
to the performances by Urizun Minyo Group, Azama Honryu Hawaii Buyo 
Kenkyujo, Ryukyu Sokyoku Koyo Kai Hawaii Shibu, Tamagusuku Ryu Senju 

Kai Frances Nakachi 
Ryubu Dojo, and 
Ryukyu Koten 
Afuso Ryu Ongaku 
Kenkyu Choichi 
Kai USA Hawaii—
all the way to the 
rousing kachashi con-
clusion—was the 
endearing and ener-
gizing display of tal-
ent by young (and 
younger and young-
est) performers.

While all cultur-
al organizations are 
challenged to per-
petuate their art 
forms and culture, 
none can succeed 

if there is no one to pass such knowledge to. To this scenario Vince praised 
Courtney’s leadership and underscored how youth was essential for the HUOA 
to achieve its mission. “We must encourage their involvement,” he stated. “And 
don’t let her age fool you. Courtney has been active in clubs and HUOA activi-
ties for a very long time,” he said. “She will have a strong supporting cast to 
help her along the way; we have a great supporting team all rallying together 
for everyone’s success.”

Courtney clearly expressed her philosophical approach to leading HUOA at 
such a young age. “This year’s theme of Hiyamikasa also refers to people form-
ing connections… in order to pass on their knowledge to the next generation,” 
she said. “We are excited by our dedicated and hardworking Issei and hearing 
their stories. Now, we look to our Nisei and Sansei for guidance so that we can 
work side-by-side to pass on knowledge and continue to preserve and perpetu-
ate our Okinawan culture.”
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Generation Next…
By Arnold Hiura

More installation photos—see page 4

Several speakers at this year’s Uchinanchu of the Year and 68th Installation 
Celebration referred to the event as one of the Hawaii United Okinawa 

Association’s most significant activities of the year. The sold-out crowd of well 
over 800 people who filled the Hawaii Okinawa Center’s Legacy Ballroom on 
January 20 would tend to agree.

Each year, the incoming HUOA president announces a special theme that 
will serve to guide his or her administration’s efforts throughout the year. 
This year, newly installed president Courtney Takara—on the sage advice of 
Keiko Ura—select-
ed “Hiyamikasa 
(Rallying Together 
for Everyone’s 
Success)” as her 
theme. This concept, 
Courtney explained, 
is inspired by the 
Okinawan folk 
song, “Hiyamikachi 
Bushi,” which cel-
ebrates Okinawa’s 
strength and resil-
ience and the desire 
to share this spirit 
with the rest of the 
world.

The theme, of 
course, is ideally 
suited to the HUOA 
and its broader mission. That fact was underscored several times in speech-
es delivered by HUOA President Vince Watabu, Hawaii Governor David 
Ige, Consul General of Japan in Honolulu Koichi Ito, Honolulu Mayor Kirk 
Caldwell, and UJSH President Sheree Tamura.

As outgoing president Vince Watabu stated to the crowd, Hiyamikasa empha-
sizes cooperation and therefore embraces all 50 member clubs who not only 
belong to the HUOA, but truly are the HUOA. The recognition of the outstand-
ing 2017 Uchinanchu of the Year individuals, nominated by the HUOA’s mem-
ber clubs (see page 5), is one of the highlights of the day as their service to their 
clubs translates to service to the whole, Vince observed.

But even as Hiyamikasa serves as the perfect theme for the HUOA moving 
forward, a less formalized—but very obvious—theme also resonated through-
out the event. That theme was “Youth.” At age 31, Courtney, a yonsei, is the 

2018 HUOA Executive Council. Seated (L-R): Executive Director Jane Serikaku, Treasurer Stephanie Katayama, Japanese Language Secretary 
Hanae Gushiken Higa, Executive Secretary Sandra S. Yanagi, President Courtney Takara, President-Elect Jocelyn (Jo) Ige, Vice President Lynn 
Miyahira Krupa, Vice President Valerie M. Kato, and Vice President Greg Kuwazaki. Standing (L-R): Assistant Treasurer Norman Nakasone, 
Advisor David Z. Arakawa, Advisor Paul Y. Komeiji, Advisor Mark Higa, Advisor Ford A. Chinen, Advisor Gainor Miyashiro, Immediate Past 
President Vince Watabu, Advisor Scott Arakaki, Advisor Cyrus Tamashiro, Club Representatives Kent Billings, Club Representative Donna 

Kakazu, and Club Representative Myles Nakasone. Missing: Assistant Secretary Terry Goya and Advisor David Jones.

Photos by David Shimabukuro, One Moment in Time Photography.
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President’s Message
By Courtney Takara

UCHINANCHU
Uchinanchu is the newsletter of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association. 
Although subject to change, issues will be published bi-monthly. Volunteer 
writers are welcome. Send your name, address and telephone number to 
Uchinanchu Newsletter, Hawaii United Okinawa Association, 94-587 Ukee St., 
Waipahu, Hawaii 96797. E-mail articles to huoa@huoa.org. Uchinanchu reserves 
the right to edit all material for clarity and accuracy.

HUOA President •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Courtney Takara
Executive Director ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Jane F. Serikaku
Editorial/Production Services ••••••••••••••• MBFT Media: Arnold Hiura, 
Eloise Hiura and Hilma Fujimoto
ADVERTISING INFORMATION

Uchinanchu reaches over 9,700 households. For advertising rates and more 
information, contact us at:  Tel: (808) 676-5400 – Email: huoa@huoa.org   
–  www.huoa.org

Happy New Year!

It’s hard to believe that it’s already February. The New Year is in full swing, 
and I hope your 2018 is off to a great start! Past presidents have told me that 

the year would go by quickly, but I never imagined it would feel like such a whirl-
wind. Taking it one day at a time, I am truly enjoying every new experience of this 
once in a lifetime journey!

We started the year preparing for the Uchinanchu of the Year and Installation 
Banquet, which was held on January 20 at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. Probably 
our second-largest event of the year, it is one of the few times that all the clubs 
can interact with one another. A big Ippee Nifee Deebiru to Banquet Chair Denise 
Liu, members of Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai, Shinka, Afuso Ryu and many other vol-
unteers. Also, thank you to all of the entertainers for sharing your talents with 
everyone.

My vision of sharing the stage with the next generation truly came to life. From 
the opening with the baby shishimai to Tamagusuku Ryu Senju Kai’s young danc-
ers, I wanted to showcase our young cultural arts performers. It was a very spe-
cial day and I hope those that attended enjoyed the program. For those who were 
unable to attend, fear not; our amazing HOT TV crew is working on editing the 
video footage and it should air in March.

At the Uchinanchu of the Year and Installation Banquet, I was privileged to stand 
beside 2017 President Vince Watabu and award our 45 Uchinanchu of the Year hon-
orees. These “Super Volunteers” are the heart and strength of their respective clubs 
and, ultimately, our organization. With various contributions and years of dedica-
tion, each of your stories inspires us. Congratulations and thank you for all you do 
to support our Okinawan community here in Hawaii. 

This year’s theme is “Hiyamikasa – Rallying Together for Everyone’s Success.” By 
encouraging one another and working together, anything is possible! Often, we 
hear the term “Chibariyo,” meaning “go for it!” However, sometimes new experi-
ences, novel challenges or daunting tasks may require an extra push of encourage-
ment. In these situations, we embrace the spirit of “Hiyamikasa!” It is this mindset 
of knowing that together as an Uchinanchu community, we can achieve success. 
The theme draws inspiration from the popular Okinawan folk song, Hiyamikachi 
Bushi. This upbeat song talks about the strength and resilience of Okinawa and 
wanting to share that with the world. Thank you to Keiko Ura for helping me 
select this year’s theme and to Hanae Higa for doing the calligraphy and design-
ing the logo.

I want to thank 2017 President Vince Watabu, for his outstanding leadership. 
Your vision for Mutei Sakei - Thriving Prosperity, inspired us to work together 
towards a dream that has become a reality. In 2017, we saw the start of construc-
tion of our Hawaii Okinawa Plaza, a huge milestone for HUOA. We are now in the 
final months of construction and are preparing for tenants to move in. The Hawaii 
Okinawa Plaza will ensure a constant income stream for HUOA and its many cul-
tural and educational programs for years to come. Thriving prosperity, indeed!

Thank you to the 2017 officers, board of directors, Executive Director Jane 
Serikaku and the office staff. Otsukaresama! Because of your hard work and dedica-
tion to our organization, we were able to successfully execute various events and 
programs, such as Children’s Day Camp, Okinawa-Hawaii High School Student 
Exchange, Legacy Banquet, and the behemoth that is our Okinawan Festival. 
These events and programs further our mission to promote, perpetuate and pre-
serve the Okinawan Culture. 

I have already had the opportunity to meet many new faces as I have attend-
ed a few Shinnen Enkai celebrations and look forward to meeting many more. 

Uchinanchu is our voice — the voice of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association, 
its members, and the “home” we all built together, the Hawaii Okinawa Center.  
By sharing information and experiences, Uchinanchu keeps us connected as a family, 
dedicated to preserving, sharing and perpetuating our Okinawan cultural heritage.

Every dollar donated — along with the valuable income from advertising  - helps offset 
the cost of publishing Uchinanchu.  HUOA sends a sincere ippee nifee deebiru to the 
following donors.  Mahalo for keeping Uchinanchu alive and thriving.

UCHINANCHU
Ippee Nifee Deebiru... Mahalo!

Uchinanchu Donors November 21 to January  31, 2018.
Maizy Okuhama Howell
Stanley Ige
Ethel Kawahara
Jane Koki
Amy Matano
Thomas & Jean Nishimura
Mark Perkins
Lillian Shimabukuro
R.K. & C. Shimabukuro
Yoshiaki Shiroma
Iris Tamayose
Douglas Tokusato
Ethel S. Uehara
Henry Uyehara
Jason Yuen
Mr. & Mrs. George Zakahi

Sadao Aoki
Jerry Arakawa
Lorraine Araki
Ed & May Asato
Hatsue Asato
Cindy Asato
Roy C. Ashitomi
Marlene Felsenfeld
Gladys Fujii
Gary Furugen
Shinye Gima
Randy Goya
Frederick Higa
Gene Higa
Tom Hokama
Richard Honda 

2018 Calendar of Events
The year at a glance!

Feb 17-Mar 3	 High School Student Exchange - students from 		
				    Okinawa
Mar 10-11		 Honolulu Festival Exhibition at Convention Center
Mar 11			  Honolulu Festival Parade down Kalakaua Ave
May 26-27		 Goodwill Golf Tournament, Pali Golf Course
June 5-8		  Children’s Day Camp, HOC
June 10		  Pan Pacific Festival/Parade
June 15		  Senior Health Fair, HOC
June 21		  Irei no Hi, HOC
July 24			  RMD Urasoe Cultural Presentation, HOC
Sept 1-2		  Okinawan Festival, Hawaii Convention Center 
Sept 3			   HOP Celebration, Aloha Party, HOC 
Sept 4			   Natsumero Charity Concert, HOC
Sept 15		  Autumn Dance Festival, HOC
Oct 2-12		  Study Tour to Okinawa
Oct 14			   Legacy Banquet, Hilton Hawaiian Village
Oct 29			   World wide Uchinanchu no Hi, HOC
Nov 24-25		  Winter Craft Fair. HOC
Dec 5			   Evening Craft Fair. HOC

Check HUOA website – www.huoa.org for more information.

Whether you are celebrating your Kajimaya (97 years old) or a yonsei (fourth gen-
eration), each of you have something to share and contribute to the growth of our 
organization. Whether it is by sharing stories of your experiences or innovative 
ideas, I hope we can take the time to learn from one another. 

In 2018, I look forward to working with all of you. It will be a year full of mile-
stones and exciting opportunities. We also anticipate hosting many friends from 
Okinawa as they visit Hawaii to celebrate with us. I humbly ask for your contin-
ued support of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association as we rally together for a 
successful 2018. And remember, Hiyamikasa!  

Ippee Nifee Deebiru
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By Jo Ige, Festival Chair 

The 36th HUOA Okinawan Festival will be 
held the weekend of  September 1 and 2, 

2018, at the Hawaii Convention Center. Yes, as 
many of you may know,  there were a number of 
factors that led to the search for a new venue for the 
Festival. The move to the Convention Center was 
finally decided upon after months of research and 
work by HUOA staff and Festival committee mem-
bers. The Festival Core Committee and the General 
Festival Committee—made up of booth and pro-
gram chairs—will continue to work out details 
and share more information in the next issue of the 
Uchinanchu newsletter.

Rest assured, however, that you can still look 
forward to andagi, pigs feet soup, Okinawan soba, 
yakisoba, Okidog, and all the other favorites you 
have come to enjoy. There will still be the Cultural 
Tent, Heiwa Dori, Country Store, Plant Store and 
Craft Gallery along with children’s activities.  

The performances will continue to feature our 
local schools and also include possible visitors from 
Okinawa. As in the past, there will be off-site park-
ing and shuttle runs, and a drop-off area for attend-
ees needing assistance. And, of course, the Bon 
Dance is scheduled for Saturday night!

We embrace this year’s theme “Hiyamikasa - 
Rallying Together for Everyone’s Success”  and look 
forward to bringing you a fantastic festival!

In the meantime, please come out and support 
the HUOA banner carriers and marchers at the Honolulu Festival Parade on March 11, 2018. HUOA will also host a table display during the Honolulu 
Festival at the Hawaii Convention Center on Saturday and Sunday, March 10-11 – a good time to check out the Convention Center!

2018 Okinawan Festival at the 
Hawaii Convention Center – Hiyamikasa!

Find a new Toyota that’s right for you.
From the versatile RAV4 to the all-new 2018 Camry,

there’s a Toyota for any adventure.

2017 RAV4

2018 CAMRY

TORY NAGO
TOYOTA SALES CONSULTANT

Tory.Nago@servco.com

808.564.1127
2850 PUKOLOA STREET

ServcoToyotaHonolulu.com
808.564.1100
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Installation Banquet  
continued from page 1
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Photo by David Shimabukuro, One Moment in Time Photography.

2017 Uchinanchu of the Year Honorees
							      Club Name	 																							                      Honoree

ÆÆ Aza Gushikawa Doshi Kai								        Janet Tomoyo Higa
ÆÆ Aza Yogi Doshi Kai										          James Miyasato
ÆÆ Aza Yogi Doshi Kai										          Jenny Nakasone
ÆÆ Chatan-Kadena Chojin Kai								        Lynne Yoshiko and Clarence Nakasone
ÆÆ Club Motobu												            Gale and Herdi Sadaoka
ÆÆ Gaza Yonagusuku Doshi Kai								       Jane Tamanaha Lee
ÆÆ Ginowan Shijin Kai										          Diane Hatsuko Kaya
ÆÆ Ginoza Sonjin Kai											           Ellen Shimabukuro
ÆÆ Gushikawa Shijin Kai										          Ronald Tokuda
ÆÆ Haebaru Club												            Ann Oshiro Wong
ÆÆ Haneji Club													             Grace Shizue (Matsuda) Tamanaha
ÆÆ Hawaii Sashiki-Chinen Doshi Kai						      James Torao Serikaku
ÆÆ Hawaii Sashiki-Chinen Doshi Kai 						      Cheryl Sasaki
ÆÆ Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club									         Carol and Gordon Yamasaki
ÆÆ “Hui Alu, Inc.”												            Arnold Kaneshiro
ÆÆ “Hui Alu, Inc.”												            Esther Yamauchi
ÆÆ Hui Makaala												            Judy Keiko Shimabukuro
ÆÆ Hui O Laulima												            Paula Kurashige
ÆÆ Hui Okinawa												            Lynn Murota 
ÆÆ Hui Okinawa												            Darryl Yamashita
ÆÆ Kin Chojin Kai												            Stanley and Carol Ige
ÆÆ Kitanakagusuku Sonjin Kai								        Toyo Yamauchi
ÆÆ Kona Okinawa Kenjinkai									        Doris Grace
ÆÆ Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai								        Samuel Kiyabu
ÆÆ Nago Club													             Samantha and Gabe Preis
ÆÆ Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai									         Leona Urata
ÆÆ Nishihara Chojin Kai										          Sandra Jay Shiroma
ÆÆ Okinawa City - Goeku Son								        Thomas Talkington and Christine Talkington Chung
ÆÆ Okinawan Genealogical Society of Hawaii			   Rodney Kohagura
ÆÆ Oroku Azajin Club											          Natalie Sachiko Teruya
ÆÆ Oroku Doshi Kai											           Janet Tao
ÆÆ Osato Doshi Kai											           Henry Gushikuma
ÆÆ Shinka														              Hanae Gushiken Higa
ÆÆ Tomigusuku Sonjin Kai									         Gladys Higa
ÆÆ Urasoe Shijin Kai											           Tami Nakamura
ÆÆ Wahiawa Okinawa Kyoyu Kai							       Donna Kakazu
ÆÆ Yomitan Club												            Helen Kazuko Nakasone
ÆÆ Yonashiro Chojin Kai										          Patsy Yanaga
ÆÆ Young Okinawans of Hawaii							       Alexander Abe
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we are confident that as a team we can help our community to sustain and 
thrive.  

Shinka has an array of events planned for the upcoming year! Some 
include cooking classes, language classes, awamori tasting, camping, commu-
nity service events, moai gatherings, and of course the Okinawan Festival. If 
you are a young adult, or know of young adults interested in joining Shinka, 
please email shinkahawaii@gmail.com. 

Okinawa Prefectural Peace Memorial Museum  
Children’s Messages of Peace Exhibit

An exhibit titled, “Children’s Expressions of Peace 
from the Okinawa Prefectural Peace Memorial 
Museum” is displayed at the 100th Infantry 
Battalion Veterans Clubhouse from February 1 to 
March 5, 2018.
The exhibit is open weekdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
until March 5. Parking is at the Clubhouse, located 
at 520 Kamoku Street in Honolulu or on the street. 
The exhibit includes stunningly beautiful artwork, 
poetry and essays by students in Okinawa reflect-
ing the reality of war on their homeland and their 
hopes for peace. This year, over 16 award-winning 
pieces are on display, all different from last year’s 
works.
Also on exhibit are profiles of three Military 
Intelligence Service WWII veterans with roots in 
Hawaii: Dr. Shinye Gima, the late Takejiro Higa 
and Herbert Yanamura. The displays on MIS vet-
erans include personal photos, their memories 
of their wartime service, and descriptions of life 
before and after the war.

By Lisa Tamashiro

Shinka kicked off 2018 with our Shinnen Enkai at Maple Garden 
Restaurant, a great first event to start the new year. 2018 HUOA 

President (and Shinka Member) Courtney Takara, was there to install the 
new officers with Kurt Nagamine as Shinka President. As HUOA’s youngest 
President ever, we are excited to support Courtney and her officers this year. 

Shinka became the 50th member club of HUOA in 2015. The mission of 
the club is to perpetuate the Okinawan community and to connect individu-
als to their Okinawan identity through social and cultural interaction. Four 
people, including myself, started Shinka because we wanted a club for the 
fourth and fifth generation Uchinanchu. Personally speaking, I wanted a club 
to meet other young adults who share the same values and have a common 
interest in perpetuating the Okinawan community. 

And why do we feel it these things are important? The loyalty, camarade-
rie, and of course the culture, all encompass the beauty of our truly unique 
community. We want our children and grandchildren to experience this 
uniqueness and have these opportunities to be immersed in our culture. We 
feel that younger generations must step up and learn from our elders and 
predecessors to keep our community alive and thriving. 

Ippee Nifee Deebiru to HUOA, the member clubs, and all who have helped 
Shinka get off to a good start. As 2018 will mark Shinka’s third full year of 
existence, one our goals is to encourage members to get further involved in 
cultural, community and HUOA events. Our club continues to evolve, and 

2018 Shinka Officers: Kurt Nagamine, President; Hanae Higa, Immediate Past President; Lisa 
Tamashiro, Advisor; Starla Takara, Vice President; Jesse Nakamoto, Treasurer; Ike Nagamine, 

Secretary.

Members gather to ring in the New Year with Shinka’s unique cheer.

Ii Soogwachi Deebiru from Shinka Hawaii!

Shinka members who are students of Afuso Ryu Choichi Kai entertain the crowd with uta sanshin.
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The Hawaii Okinawan Restaurant Project exhibition 
was displayed to the public at Honolulu Hale from January 
22 to February 8. Families of pioneer Okinawan restaura-
teurs were recognized at City Hall during the exhibit.

Hawaii Okinawan Restaurant Project Recognized at City Hall

Seated from left to right: Jean Shimabukuro (daughter of Steven and Thelma Nagamine, Flamingo Cafe); Ethel Teruya (wife of 
Wallace Teruya (sister-in-law of Albert Teruya of Times Grill/later of Times Supermarket chain); Judy (Uyehara) Morita (niece of 
Sam Uyehara and daughter of Masaji Uyehara of Smile Cafe/Ilima Drive Inn Family); George Uehara (son of Harry Seigi Uehara, 
Kewalo Inn); Standing from left to right: Karen (Teruya) Nakamura (daughter of Robert and Nancy Teruya, Aloha Grill); Charlene 
(Takara) Matsuoka (grand daughter of Taru and Chiyoko Takara, George’s Inn); Cindy Nonaka (granddaughter of Raymond and 
Ruth Senaga, College Inn); Wayne Morita (son of Judy Morita and owner of Tatsuo’s Cafe); Carol Tominaga (Cindy Nonaka’s 
sister); Don Takara (grandson of Ushi Takara, American Cafe); Roy Asato (son of Jiro and Agnes Asato, KC Drive Inn/Wisteria); 

Councilwoman Carol Fukunaga; and Eugene Kaneshiro (son of Fred Toshio and Beatrice Kaneshiro, Columbia Inn).  

Coordinators of Oroku Restaurant Project: Howard Takara and 
Eugene Kaneshiro.
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In Memory of Sandra Higuchi by Hawaii 
Shuri-Naha Club

In Memory of Lorraine Kaneshiro
In Memory of Jeanette Kuba by Hawaii 

Shuri-Naha Club
In Memory of Hideko Toyama Masaki by 

Mavis Masaki
In Memory of Mrs. Helene Miyashiro by 

Ginowan Club
In Memory of Matsuni & Moto Nakasone 

by Takeo & Shigeko Nakasone
In Memory of Seiko Shiroma & Kenneth 

Shiroma by Yoshiaki & Coletta Shiroma
In Memory of Dr. James & Haruko Tengan 

by Daniel K. Tengan
In Honor of Richard & Kiyoko Kuba 

Family by Karen Kuba-Hori
In Honor of Derek, Elise & Jeannine Miura 

by Nancy Miura
In Recognition of Vince Watabu’s friendly 

& very effective leadership by Carl T. 
Nakamura

Ikuyu Madin
Bridging from Generation to Generation - For Our Children!

A Capital Campaign of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association

Alexander & Baldwin matching gift of 
Stephanie M. Teruya

Aloha Tofu Inc (2)
Mrs. Rumiko Arakaki
Arashiro Ohana
Charles & Gladys Tokunaga Asao
George A. Bartels, Jr.
Dr. Glenn M. & Mrs. Lucille Kuwaye Biven
Doris Ching
Gaza Yonagusuku Doshi Kai by Yoshiaki 

& Coletta Shiroma
Ginowan Club
Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club by May S. 

Akamine
Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club by Janice 

Kawachi
Mark & Hanae Higa
Hui O Laulima
Ralph & Jean Ige
Stanley & Carol Ige
Kenneth Kaneshiro
Nobuko Kida
Michael & Dorrine Kitamura

Paul & Kristi Komeiji
Mildred M. Miyasato
Florence Miyashiro 
Patrick & Nona Miyashiro
Nago Club by Antoques Family
Nago Club by De la Torre Ohana
Nago Club by Melvin & Eunice Hayashi
Nago Club by Carol Kishimoto
Nago Club by Dick Takara
Nago Club by Keith & Tammy Yoshimoto
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai by Howard Asato
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai by Clara Goto
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai by Lester & Karen 
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai by Rodney & 

Sharon Isa
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai by Denise Liu
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai by Stephanie & 

Kent Katayama
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai by Kaaren Takara
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai by Glenn & 

Leona Urata

Aloha Tofu Inc., Paul Uyehara
Nancy Akamine Arizumi, Claire 

Matsumoto, Wilma Ogimi
Arashiro Ohana 
Charles & Gladys Tokunaga Asao
George Bartels, Jr. & Doreen Bartels
Dr. Glenn M. & Lucille K. Biven
Ford & Daneil Chinen
Dr. Doris Ching
Alton Chung
Furugen Family Ltd. Partnership
Gwen & Clayton Fujie
Gaza Yonagusuku Doshi Kai
Ginowan Club
Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club
Christine & Stanley Higa
Henry Shiyei Higa & Gladys Matsue 

Higa by co-trustees Jane Akiko 
Kamiya, Alice Etsuko Higa & 

	 Edward Shisei Higa
Laverne Higa
Mark & Hanae Higa
Mildred Higa
Dr. Kyoko Hijirida
Hui Alu, Inc.
Hui Makaala
Hui O Laulima
Carol & Stanley Ige
Jocelyn Ige
Ralph & Jean Ige

In Memory of Melvin “Blackie” Iha and 
Benjamin “Blackie” & Violet Iha

Richard Iha, Jr.
Yuriko Inamine
Jon Itomura
Arthur Kaneshiro
Nobuko Kida
Kin Chojin Kai
Rodney & Carol Kohagura
Paul Y. & Kristi Komeiji
The Family of Richard and Kiyoko Kuba 

- Lui, Chung, Morikami, Kuba-Hori
Asako Kuwazaki
Jane Setsuko & Won Kuk Lee
Miki & Brian Maeshiro
Mavis Masaki
Dwight T. Matsuda
Robert T. Matsuda
Sally & Hisashi Matsumoto
Guy Miyashiro
Florence Sueko, Patrick & Nona Miyashiro
Lawrence & Alice Morisako
Catherine Morishige
Mark Mugiishi
Russell & Charlotte Mukai
Nago Club
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai
Carol & Jackson Nakasone
Karen Nakasone
Mitsuko Toguchi Nakasone
Norman & Renette Nakasone

Okinawa Genealogical Society of Hawaii
The Family of Shinichi & Utome Okuhama
Oroku Azajin Club
Ruth Oshiro
Yoshimori Oshiro
Yasuo and Chiyo Sadoyama
The Family of Akira & Jane Sakima
Jane Serikaku
Chris & Shiori Shimabukuro
Earl & Sue Shimabukuro
Herbert & Lillian Shimabukuro
R.K. & C. Shimabukuro
Bob & Mimi Shiroma
Karen Keiko Tamae & Akira Sugikawa; 

Roy, Dawn & Makana Sugikawa; 
Janet & Neal Yamanouchi

Tamagusuku Club
Cyrus & Ann Tamashiro
George & Emeline Tamashiro
Daniel Tengan
Mark & Joanie Teruya
Charles T. Toguchi
Linda Torigoe
Darryl Uezu
Maurice & Jean Yamasato
Kenneth & Helen Yanamura
Yomitan Club
Bob Yonahara
Harold & Elsie Yonamine
In Memory of Kenneth K. 

& Hazel C. Uehara

(Listed Members have either donated or pledged $10,000 or more to our current campaign starting July 1, 2014.)

Hajime & Chieko Nakasone
Karen Tooko Nakasone (2)
Norman & Renette Nakasone
A.S. & L.L. Namihira
Oroku Azajin Club by Dexter T. Teruya
Oroku Azajin Club by Nathan & Beverly 

Taira
Oroku Azajin Club
Family of Akira & Jane Sakima by 

Howard & Sue Sakima
Jane Serikaku
Earl & Sue Shimabukuro
Lillian Shimabukuro
Takeo & Betty Y. Shimabukuro (2)
Mr. Shiraishi/ Kanucha Resort
George & Emeline Tamashiro
Stephanie Teruya
Charles T. Toguchi
Robert & Amy Tsuru (2)
In Memory of Mrs. Jane Taira Chang by 

Ginowan Club
In Memory of Takejiro Higa by Kita 

Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai

Our Supporters
IKUYU MADIN KAI MEMBERS OF THE 200 FOR 2M CAMPAIGN

The Hawaii United Okinawa Association would like to acknowledge the following individuals, families, organizations and companies who have 
donated or pledged to our campaign. Since our last report we received $58,985.00. The HUOA is truly grateful for your support and the 
confidence you have displayed through your generous donations and humbly ask for your continued support.

We are appreciative to the clubs and their members who have continually supported us. This period our club donors include: Gaza Yonagusuku 
Doshi Kai, Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club, Hui O Laulima, Nago Club, Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai, and Oroku Azajin Club. Our 200 for 2M Campaign would like 
to welcome Earl and Sue Shimabukuro to our family.

Magukuru Kara Ippee Nifee Deebiru – from our hearts, thank you very much. Donations listed below were received from November 21, 2017 to 
January 31, 2018.
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Preserving Our Legacy2017 to 2018–Annual Giving Program

We are in our third month of our Annual Giving Campaign, members embracing the theme  “Hiyamikasa – Rallying together for everyone’s success,” have 
generously come forth and contributed towards the success of our organization.

Continued programs such as our Okinawan Cultural Day Camp for Children, Hawaii-Okinawa Student Exchange Program, concerts featuring artists from 
Okinawa and our Hawaii Okinawa Plaza – are designed to ensure the continuation our culture, association and Center.  Please join us in helping our culture 
thrive and grow through your continued contribution for Hawaii United Okinawa Association’s many programs and the upkeep of our wonderful home – 
the Hawaii Okinawa Center.

Since our last report, we have received responses from 424 generous donors, representing $72,049.00.  We truly appreciate your early support and the 
confidence you have shown in us. Ippee Nifee Deebiru!  

The following list of donors reflects contributions from November 20, 2017 to January 31, 2018

DIAMOND ($5,000 & ABOVE)
In Memory of Herbert & Margaret 

Uyehara by Wayne & Karen Kanemasu
PLATINUM ($2,500 & ABOVE)
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund
GOLD ($1,000 & ABOVE)
Lauren Bobadilla
Hui O Laulima
George & Shirley Kaneshiro
Dennis Kanetake
Shigeji & Ruth Kogachi
Lester Nakasone
Jason Tokuda
Thad Wakasugi
In Memory of Shizuko U. Akamine by Lois 

Inman and Don Akamine
In Memory of Shigeko Asato by Richard T. 

Asato
In Memory of Kosei & Akiko Kaneshiro by 

Ken & Diane Matsuura
In Memory of Paul & Shizue Kino by 

Edward Kino and Family
In Memory of Kenei & Yoshiko Oshiro by 

Family of Ken T. Oshiro

In Memory of Matsue & Takeo 
Shimabukuro by Family of R.K. & C. 
Shimabukuro

SILVER ($500 & ABOVE)
Susanne Gibo
Ralph & Jean Ige
Dawn Mashita
A. Miyashiro
Kosei & Gail Nago
Kenneth Nakasone
Mr. & Mrs. Alben S. Namihira
Nancy Oshiro
Francis & Fran Toyama
David Ueunten
Michelle A. Whaley
In Memory of Ansei & Edna M. Arakaki by 

the Arakaki Family
In Memory of Bugiyu & Kanasa Miyashiro 

by Shigeko “Betsy” Sato
In Memory of Takumi & Lillian C. Sawai by 

Yoshinobu Oshiro
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Choyu 

Shimabukuro by Mr. & Mrs. Jason Yuen
In Memory of Seiko Shiroma by Doris 

Shiroma

In Memory of Paula H. Yokochi 
In Honor of Chester & Hatsumi Toguchi 

by Renee Toguchi Tomono
To Celebrate the Occasion of a special 

birthday by J.T. Kakazu
BRONZE ($250 & ABOVE)
Anonymous (2)
Tom & Jan Kamiya Dobiesz
Alvin & Karen Fuse
Mufi Hannemann
Roy I. Higa
Keith & Arleen Kamita
Mildred Maemori
Sharon Matsusaka
Seiichi Miyasato
Wilfred & Loretta Miyashiro
Jane M. Nakasone
Morinobu & Toyoko Nashiro
Kaname Oshiro
Rons Construction Corporation
Michael M.  & Frances A. Serikaku
David & Susanne Shimabukuro
Masao Shiroma-Gaza Yonagusuku
Kenneth & Janet Umemoto
Larry & Carole Yamamoto

Noboru Yonamine
In Memory of Fumio Teruya and in Honor 

of  Ella T. Teruya by Wesley M. Teruya
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Kishin Arakaki 

by Carl G. Arakaki
In Memory of Seiki & Kiyoko Arakaki by 

Susan Arakaki & Leona Urata
In Memory of Taru & Kamado Arakaki by 

Tomiko A. See
In Memory of Giyu & Kame Funakoshi by 

David I. Funakoshi
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Hotaro Higa by 

Lilly Higa
In Memory of Pauline (Nakachi) Hirasuna 

by Thomas Hirasuna
In Memory of Kanyei & Otoyo Izumigawa 

by Roger Izumigawa
In Memory of Bokuzen & Haruko T. 

Kaneshiro by Frances Kaneshiro
In Memory of Bokuzen & Haruko T. 

Kaneshiro by Carl S. & Sandy S. Yanagi
In Memory of Minoru Kaneshiro by Helen 

T. Kaneshiro
In Memory of Minoru Kaneshiro by 

Donald & Carol Espiritu

Continued on Page 10
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In Memory of Junkichi Higa by Calvin 
Higa

In Memory of Matsushige & Ushi Higa by 
Roy T. & Doreen Y. Higa

In Memory of Sadafumi & Norma Higa by 
Roy T. & Doreen Y. Higa

In Memory of Sadafumi & Norma Higa by 
Steven & Rae Chow

In Memory of Sadako Higa & Elsie Higa by 
Roy T. & Doreen Y. Higa

In Memory of Shigeo Higa by Katherine 
Higa

In Memory of Tom T. Higa by Clifford E. & 
Jeanine Provencal, Jr

In Memory of Lily T. Higuchi by Michael 
Higuchi

In Memory of Nancy Kazuko Ikehara by 
Roger Izumigawa

In Memory of Wataru & Nancy T. Isa and 
Cassy Ikeda by Kaaren Takara

In Memory of Dale Ishiara by Janice Ishiara
In Memory of Taro & Muto Ishikawa by 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Ishikawa
In Memory of Masanobu Kaneshiro by 

Betsy Kaneshiro
In Memory of Paul S. Kaneshiro by 

Beatrice K. Kaneshiro
In Memory of Tomisei & Edith Kaneshiro 

by Janet Saito
In Memory of Seijin & Kame Kiyuna by 

Judith Sheldon
In Memory of George Masao Kuba by 

Janna Misako Kuba Yamamoto
In Memory of Minoru & Kiyoko Kubota by 

Bob S. & Lynn S. Kubota
In Memory of Nancy Shizue Luersen by 

Paul & Amy Luerson
In Memory of Lincoln Maeda by Mark & 

Karrie Maeda
In Memory of Amy Asato Maruyama by 

Richard Maruyama
In Memory of Albert Mayeshiro by Alberta 

Mayeshiro
In Memory of Laura McClead by Mildred 

M. Miyashiro
In Memory of Wayne & Pat Miyahira by 

Lynn Miyahira Krupa
In Memory of Michael K. Miyashiro by 

Mitzi M. Miyashiro
In Memory of Seiroku Miyashiro by Troy 

Kaneshiro
In Memory of Koroku & Usa Nakama and 

Hiroshi Nakama by Rosalind Nakama
In Memory of Koyei & Kamada Nakama 

by Sakae N. Loo
In Memory of Kozen & Yoshio Nakama by 

James & Aileen Hiramatsu
In Memory of James & Kama Nakanishi by 

Mr. & Mrs. Susumu Miyashiro

Herbert & Laurie Shinsato
Eugene & Lorna Shiroma
Nancy Sogawa
Karen Sugikawa
Wayne & Clarice Suzuki
Courtney Takara
June S. Takeno
Morris Takushi
Jerry H. Tamashiro
Clarence T. Tamashiro, Jr
Sean & Eileen Tamashiro
Vivien P. Tamashiro
Alan Tamayose
Iris & Earnest Tamayose
Sada Tengan
Sadako Tengan
Kisei Teruya
George M. Toguchi
Jean Toguchi
Edward T. & Chieko Tokuda
Lorna Tokunaga
Cynthia Toma
Lorraine Toma
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas K. Toma
Theresa Tom
Shige Toyama
Mr. & Mrs. Tokiaki Toyama
Betsy Y. Tsuhako
G. Ken Uechi
Ethel Uehara
Mark & Aileen Ueunten
Howard E. Uyehara
Melvin & Joyce Uyehara
Roy T. Uyehara
Sue & Charles Wang
Iris L. Yafuso
Helen Yamamoto
Bryan I. Yamashita
Candy Yamauchi
Albert & Nancy Yeda
Walter S. Yeda
Norman & Jane Yonamine
In Memory of Elsie Almeida by Marlene 

Felsenfeld
In Memory of Yuichi & Tsuyu Asato by 

Kenneth K. Asato
In Memory of Wallace S. & Kay K. Chinen 

by Joyce Chinen
In Memory of Ellen Fujimoto by Kiyoshi K. 

Fujimoto
In Memory of Yamato & Kosei Fukuhara 

by Norah N.F. Nightingale
In Memory of Masue Fusato by Karen 

Takaba
In Memory of Charles Matsuhide Higa by 

Wayne Higa
In Memory of Joe K. & Blinky Higa by Roy 

T. & Doreen Y. Higa

In Memory of Seisuke & Ushi Kaneshiro 
by Wini Sakai

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Kiichi 
Kobashigawa by Karen Miura

In Memory of Richard S. Nakamura by 
Diana Nakamura

In Memory of Nobushige & Masako 
Nakasone by Doris S. Oshiro

In Memory of Masaichi Oshiro by Doris S. 
Oshiro

In Memory of Robert S. Tamaye and Travis 
E. Richardson by Joanne 

Richardson
In Memory of Dick Tawata by Daryl 

Tawata
CONTRIBUTOR ($100 & ABOVE)
Anonymous (17)
Yoko T. Abe
Harold Afuso
May Akamine
Stanley Aniya
Carolynne Aragaki
Pauline Arakaki
Kate M. Ardona
Ed & May Asato
Howard Asato
Margaret Asato
Warren Au
William & Dorothy Chee
Joe & Connie Chun
Sharlene Cummings
Ryder & Shyceten Donato
Stuart & Gayle Fujioka
George Fukuhara
Elmira E. Fukumoto
Gary Furugen
Gayle Y. Gilbert
Glen & Linell Goya
William Goya
Wayne & Jill Gushiken
Allan & Charlotte (Shinsato) Hashimoto
Charles & Helen Higa
Gene S. Higa
Jane S. Higa
Janet H. Higa
Mildred M. Higa
Raymond T. Higa
Stan & Chris Higa
Takashi Higa
Maizy Okuhama Howell
David Y. Ikehara
Betty Inada
Shigeru Ishikawa
Li Ann Kagawa
Bob & Sharyn Kamemoto
Tiffany Kaneko
Dennis S. Kaneshiro
Ellen Kaneshiro

Kaneshiro Ohana
Paul & Shirley Kaneshiro
Ronald Kaneshiro
Timothy Kaneshiro
Mary S. Kanetake
Mamoru & Ethel Kawahara
Haruko & Dan Kessler
Paul & Katherine Kiyabu
Richard Kiyabu
Thomas & Karen Kiyabu
Edwin Kobashigawa
Shigeru Kobashigawa
Joyce Y. Kozuma
Karen Kuba-Hori
Patrick & Karen Kubota
Gail Kumakura
Nathan & Cheryl Kurashige
Henry & Carol Lau
Alfred & Karen Liu
Amy Matano
Paula Matayoshi
Shingen J. & Hatsuko Matayoshi
Julaine H. McGarry
Michael & Aileen Miyagawa
Betsy Miyahira
Arlene Miyamoto
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald H. Miyashiro
Rose Miyashiro
Richard & Florence Nagamine
Lisa Nakama
Ralph Nakama
Rene Nakama
Haruko J. Nakamoto
S. Jane Nakamura
Wayne & Karen Nakamura
Isamu Nakasone
Richard Yeiko & Taeko Nakasone
Alan & Sandra Nishimoto
Tommy & Wilma Ogimi
Amy Okamoto
Gary & Judith Okamoto
Gail & Rodney Okaneku
Stephen & Margie Okuhara
James I. Onaga
Lillian Y. Oshiro
Richard S. Oyama
Melvin & Nora Padayhag
Keiko Palmer
Royal Contracting Co
Edward M. Sakima
Rachael T. Sakuma
Annie S. Shimabukuro
Lillian Shimabukuro
Sally N. Shimabukuro
Ernest & Lenore Shima
Carol Y. Shinozawa
Dawn Shinsato

Preserving Our Legacy2017 to 2018–Annual Fund Drive
Continued from Page 9

Anonymous
H & U Inc. dba Sun Noodle
JTB Cultural Exchange Corp

Eiko Kadekaru
Miyagi Ryu Minoru Kai

Sanae Miyagi
Sonomi Miyagi

Mrs. Miyagi
Grace Okuma
June Omura
Kaoru Saito
Dale Senaga

Faye Shigemura
Shinka

Eiko Shingaki
Junko Shingaki
Tetsuo Shingaki
Yasuo Shingaki

Milton Tamanaha
Teiko Yonaha Tursi

Young Okinawans of Hawaii
In Memory of Sally Asato by Chatan-

Kadena Chojin Kai
In Memory of Mary Ann Goshima by 

Chatan-Kadena Chojin Kai

In Memory of  Chiyo Jitchaku by 
Chatan-Kadena Chojin Kai

In Memory of Sue T. Kaneshiro by 
Wilma & Craig Arakaki

In Memory of Sue T. Kaneshiro by 
Cheryl Kuroda and Larry Hayashi

In Memory of Masao Masutani by 
Mary T. Chung

In Memory of Yoshito Miyashiro by 
Nago Club

In Memory of Harry Nohara by 
Chatan-Kadena Chojin Kai

In Memory of Carol Shinozawa by 
Alyne R. Meyers

HUOA DONATIONS
November 21 To January 31, 2018

HUOA sends a sincere ippee nifee deebiru to the following donors:

HUOA VIDEO
Robert & Wakako Nakasone In Honor 

of Parents Matsuro & Tsuruko 
Nakasone

KOKUA IN KIND
Jane Miyashiro

LIBRARY RESOURCE CENTER
Mac Yonamine

Continued on Page 14
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Twenty-five high school 
students from Okinawa 
arrived on February 17. 
They were greeted by 
local homestay families 
with a high school student 
willing to host and escort 
their guest to their own 
high school. Hawaii host 
students will have the 
opportunity to spend two 

weeks in Okinawa.

To participate and to ride the bus:  Call HUOA Office: 676-5400
• E-mail Bonnie Miyashiro: bonnie-huoa@hawaii.rr.com • E-mail Greg Kuwazaki: gmkuwazaki@gmail.com

• Deadline March 6th

Mensore Yamauchi Sensei!

With the Hawaii Okinawa Plaza In the background, former HUOA 
presidents Mark Higa, Chris  Shimabukuro, and Norman Nakasone 
greet Fashion Room Madonna Mitsuko Yamauchi from Okinawa and 

Keiko Ura. 

When~ Sunday, March 11, 3:30pm-6:30pm
 		      (march begins at 4:30pm)
Where~Parade marches from Fort DeRussey to 
 	         Kapiolani Park
 	         Meet at Fort DeRussey (Saratoga 
 	         and Kalakaua)
What To Wear~
•Long black pants, or Bermuda shorts (length right     	
      above knee) and any HUOA logo or club t-shirt. 
•Vests (uchikake) and purple sashes will be provided 
      on a first come, first served basis. 
•Don’t forget to wear comfortable shoes.

FREE BUS SERVICE - TO THE PARADE
Bus #1Hawaii Okinawa Center to 
Fort DeRussey Chapel Circle
 •Leaves Hawaii Okinawa Center 2:30pm
 •Leaves Pearl City Rec Center    2:45pm
Bus #2 Jikoen Hongwanji Temple 
to Fort DeRussey Chapel Circle
 •Leaves Jikoen Hongwanji Temple 2:50pm
    (1731 N.School Street; corner of 	
    N.School St. and Likelike Hwy.)
FREE BUS SERVICE - RETURN TRIP
  •Leaves Kapiolani Park around 6:00-6:30pm

Banner Carriers!Parade Marchers!

Mensore! Ginoza Village Kenshusei

Hinako Shinzato Lanier and Hibiki Yasutomi arrived in Hawaii after 
having visited Ginoza descendents in Argentina, Peru and Brazil.

Mensorewelcome!

Mensore! Students Exchange

Honolulu Festival Parade Information 
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Ginoza Sonjin Kai Celebrates!
By Rene Nakama

Ginoza Sonjin Kai’s New Year’s activities began by honoring Ellen 
Shimabukuro as Ginoza’s Uchinanchu of Year for 2017 at the annual 

Installation Banquet held on January 20. Ellen has been a dedicated and 
dependable volunteer for the various club activities. 

In October, Ellen’s daughter Danelle Shimabukuro completed a three-
month Kenshusei Program in Ginoza Village. Danelle was the second 
kenshusei from the club who was fortunate to have an all-expense paid visit 
to learn language, culture and a subject of their choosing during their stay, as 
well as connecting with relatives through homestay visits on the weekends.

Following through on the effort to maintain connection between the 
Ginoza Village and club, this year the club hosted the second kenshusei to 
Hawaii. Hinako Shinzato Lanier and Hibiki Yasutomi arrived in Hawaii on 
January 31 after spending a week each in Argentina, Peru and Brazil. They 
were hosted by members of Ginoza clubs in the respective countries. 

During their seven-day stay in Honolulu, Hibiki and Hinako met with 
people who worked in their respective areas of employment. Hibiki, a 
Ginoza government employee, met with a city representative familiar 
with planning and budgeting in capital improvement projects. Hinako, a 
Japanese language teacher at an international school, visited an elementary 
school Japanese language class and an afterschool program. 

Their busy schedule also included visiting HOC and many well-known 
tourist sites, and learning about immigration and culture in Hawaii. 
Culminating their visit, they participated in the club’s Shinnen enkai, where 

HUOA Cleans Ehime 
Maru Memorial
On February 3, members of the HUOA Executive Council met at 

Kakaako Waterfront Park to clean the Ehime Maru Memorial and 
its surrounding area. HUOA has volunteered to help maintain the memo-
rial every year since it was built in 2002. (L-R): Cyrus Tamashiro, Norman 
Nakasone, Stephanie Katayama, Courtney Takara, Sandra Yanagi, Scott 
Arakaki, Kent Billings and Greg Kuwazaki.  Photo by Renette Nakasone.
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Front Row: 80-plus-year-old members Kazuo Ishikawa, Sakae Loo, Haruko 
Shimabukuro, and Fumiko Ishikawa. Back Row: Dorothy Nakama, Shigeru 

Ishikawa and Wallace Yara.

Above: Kenshusei Danelle Shimabukuro, Hinako Lanier, David 
Shinsato and Hibiki Yasutomi.

they performed a dance and gave a short talk on their activities to the vari-
ous countries. They stayed at Ala Moana Hotel for three days and then were 
hosted for a four-day homestay visit by Sandy Shinsato and Dorothy and 
Rene Nakama.

Ginoza group Shinnen Enkai.

Left photo: Visiting Kenshusei Hinkao Lanier and Hibiki  Yasutomi.
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They played well. After a little getting used to, they also enjoyed our relaxed, less 
than intense style and attitude. After the games, we had fellowship together at the 
field. Lane wrote about the event in a previous issue of the Uchinanchu newsletter.

The Okinawans want us to go back for more games. In March 2018, we will 
go back. This time, the softball games will be the main focus, not squeezed in 
between Taikai events. This time, we had a year to prepare. We have the play-
ers, all over 60, some WAY OVER 60. We have uniforms. We have a team name. 
We are the HOGS. It stands for Hawaii Okinawa Goodwill Softball. It also 
alludes to the famous pigs in Okinawa history. 

The dream of Lane Inamine and the hard work of Wayne Shibata are paying off. 
In 2016, we played one day in Itoman City against players from Itoman. This time, we 
play three double-headers in three different cities, in three consecutive days. There 
is also a team coming down from Chiba, Japan who asked to be squeezed into the 
schedule. Hopefully, some of us makule will survive the three days.

From a broad perspective, this HOGS tour will be great to enhance the 
friendship between the people of Hawaii and Okinawa. On a personal level, it 

will be fun to PURREI BORU, share Hawaiian style pupu, and tip some Orion 
and Awamori with our brothers from Okinawa. Softball diplomacy.

On the ball field there are no language barriers. ICHARIBA CHODEE. Once 
we meet, we are family. When we go, all participants from both sides—Hawaii 
and Okinawa, players, coordinators and supporters—will be part of the HOGS 
adventure. GO HOGS!

‘HOGS’ Going to Okinawa
By Mamo Kuniyoshi

Lane Inamine has hoped to establish a softball relationship between Hawaii 
and Okinawa for a long time. He has talked about it as long ago as the 2011 

Worldwide Uchinanchu Taikai, but there simply were not enough players from 
Hawaii to form a team. But he kept dreaming. He kept promoting.

At the same time, Wayne Shibata had a somewhat similar dream. He 
wanted to introduce Hawaii-style makule softball to a wider world. The 

ball and the rules 
of play are slight-
ly modified to be 
compatible with 
the more “mature” 
players. These 
would be players 
who may not be 
as young as they 
used to be but who 
still want to play 
ball and enjoy the 
camaraderie. The 
emphasis would be 

on participation, fun and safety. Winning or losing the ballgame was inci-
dental. Wayne had put together such teams before and played several 
games in Japan. His vision is to introduce the fun of Hawaii-style makule 
softball to a wider community.

In 2016, the planets and stars magically came into special alignment. The 
parallel universes of Lane Inamine and Wayne Shibata converged. The 6th 
Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival (Taikai) was scheduled. Some players from the 
Sunday Makule League at Kawananakoa declared that they were going to the 
Taikai. They said they would be open to playing softball while in Okinawa. Lane 
Inamine contacted his softball friends in Okinawa. Wayne Shibata assembled 
the Hawaii players. He contacted Nagase International Corporation, a Japan 
company that could manufacture Kenko softballs according to his specifications. 
Nagase said they would send a representative to Okinawa and bring some balls.

The games were set up. Itoman City had enough people to field two teams 
in full uniform. Our Hawaii team was a rag tag collection of players wearing our 
own assorted jerseys and pants. We played a doubleheader because Itoman had 
two teams. The game was a little different for them, but they adjusted quickly. 
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Lorraine M. Teruya
Mike Toguchi
Soyei Toguchi
Gordon & June Tsukamoto
Stella Uehara
Mike & Wilma Uyehara
World Class Productions LLC
Tommy Yonamine
Dale Yoshizu
In Memory of Tetsuo Arakawa by A. 

Masutani
In Memory of Kenhan & Kamako Arata by 

Sadao & Annie Aoki
In Memory of Kana Asato by Ethel Asato
In Memory of Sally Asato by Mildred M. 

Tagami
In Memory of Wallace & Kiyoko Chinen by 

Karleen C. Chinen
In Memory of Walter Chur by Jean C. Chur
In Memory of Mrs. Nancy Higa 
In Memory of Yaeko D.F. Mau by Roberta 

Ono
In Memory of Richard & Nancy Mishima 

by Susan Ventura
In Memory of Masei & Kama Miyasato by 

George & Eleanor Hoshide
In Memory of Teiji Miyashiro by Toyoko 

Miyashiro
In Memory of Takejiro & Thelma 

Nakamasu by Stella N. Miyoshi
In Memory of Howard & Masayo Oshiro 

by Eileen Taketa
In Memory of Satoei & Sue Shiohira by 

Wayne Shiohira
In Memory of John Uehara by Cynthia 

Moriyasu
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Yoshito Mac 

Uehara by Herbert Kaku
In Memory of Al Uyehara by Toshiko 

Uyehara
In Honor of Cheryl Goya Namaka by Ryan 

Namaka
In Honor of Yukiko Yafuso by Sharyn Kubo
In Honor of Zenkichi & Kame Tamanaha 

by Mr. & Mrs. Orrin Wong

Preserving Our Legacy2017 to 2018–Annual Fund Drive
Continued from Page 10

In Memory of Duke & Yoshiko Nakasato 
by Roy T. & Doreen Y. Higa

In Memory of Kameju & Tsuruko 
Nakasone by Gilbert Nakasone

In Memory of Jogi & Fumiko Onaga by 
Stanley K. Onaga

In Memory of Lorna Sumie Yamauchi 
Oshima by Thomas Oshima

In Memory of Stanley & Ruth Oshiro by 
Audrey S. Ferris

In Memory of our Parents and 
Grandparents by Joyce N. Chinen

In Memory of Stanley Osamu Owan by 
Mitchell Owan

In Memory of Shigeru & Soyo Serikaku by 
Ellen Ujimori

In Memory of Shigeo Shimabukuro by 
Kenny & Stella Shimabukuro

In Memory of Thomas I. Shiroma by Yukie 
Shiroma

In Memory of Sachio Taira by Tokie Taira
In Memory of Yoshito Takamine by 

Kimiko Takamine
In Memory of Shigeko & Yasuichi Takushi 

by Jane & Shigenobu Inouye
In Memory of Ayako (Higa) Tomita by Isao 

Tomita
In Memory of Haruko Yamashiro by 

Cynthia Mishina
In Memory of Yomei & Shizuko Yamauchi 

by Gordon & Beverly Yamashiro
In Honor of Tadao & Alice Beppu by Anita 

Beppu
In Honor of Takenobu & Akiko Higa by 

William R. Higa
In Honor of Lillian Kadekaru by Ted & Bev 

Tokumine
In Honor of Taketa & Tsuruko Kutaka by 

Sally Ann Kutaka
In Honor of Yoshiko Maeshiro by Rita 

Maeshiro Kunitake
In Honor of Reverend Yoshiko 

Shimabukuro 106 years old
FRIEND ($99 AND BELOW)
Anonymous (11)
George N. Agena

Helen T. Aragaki
Miles T. Arakaki
Lucille Araki
Richard & Annette Arine
Charles Asato
Norman Azama
Anne Butac
Ms. V. Chock
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Dela Cruz
Florence Fernandez
Kay Fukuhara
Jill Fukui
Edwin & Genevieve Goto
George Gushiken
Harry Higa
Wayde Hirata
Don & Leona Hongo
Lily Horio
Larry K. Ige
Garrett & Susan Iha
Rodney Inefuku
Charles Isara
Irene K. Isara
Elaine Johnston
Gordon & Cheryl Kamihara
Kay Kamiya
Donald Kaneshiro
Gary Kaneshiro
John Kaneshiro
Mildred Kataoka
Shelley N. Kato
Edna Kido
Alice Kim
Sonoko Kobashigawa
Derrick Kobayashi
Bert Kochi
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Kohagura
Tomoko Kuba
Patricia Lau
Rosa Maja
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Masuda
Gladys S. Miner
Catherine Miyahira
Myron Miyahira

Barbara Miyasato
Dwayne Miyashiro
Herman Miyashiro
Michelle Miyashiro
Ronald & Gail Miyashiro
Doris Murai
Kay Muranaka
Reid & Leslie Nagamine
Jan Nakama
Yoshiharu Nakamura
Lillian Nakasone
Hatsuko Nakata
Thomas & Jean Nishimura
Robert S. Nohara
Patsy Oda
Theodore Onishi
Aiko Oshiro
Cynthia Oshiro
Edwin & Mi Ni Oshiro
Fumie Oshiro
Grant Oshiro
John K. & Janet M. Oshiro
Ralph & Bessie Oshiro
Tadao Oshiro
Dixie Oyasato
Toyoko N. Pasoquen
Mark & Frances Perkins
David Sakai
Irene Sakima
Wayne Sasaki
George Shimabukuro
Wallace Shinsato
Amy Shiroma
Charles Shiroma
Shizuko Shishido
Raymond & Jo Ann Shito
Silvery Moon
Susan Sumida
Lance Takamiya
Ken M. Takemoto
Ken M. Takemoto
Chiyoko Takihara
Mitsuko Tamayose
Lowell & Myrtle Terada

Construction has moved quickly and is on schedule!

HUOA Members gather for a photo during a recent project site visit.

Members gather for an impromptu photo after the 2018 Uchinanchu of the Year and 
Installation Banquet. 2018 will be the year – Hiyamikasa!

Thanks to the Okinawa Prefectural Government subsidy, we have a clay tile roof 
reminiscent of Okinawan akagawara.

Hawaii Okinawa Plaza Update
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By Courtney Takara

Each year, the United Japanese Society 
of Hawaii (UJSH) recognizes Young 

Achievers from its member Kenjin Kai. These 
Young Achievers are nominated by their 
respective Kenjin Kai based on their contri-
butions and involvement. The award is just 
one way to thank these Young Achievers and 
further nurture their leadership skills. At the 
2018 UJSH Shinnen Enkai, Brandon Ing was 
recognized as HUOA’s Young Achiever.

Brandon Ing is a Yonsei through his moth-
er’s side of the family. He is the president of 
Young Okinawans of Hawaii, and a mem-
ber of Kitanakagusuku Sonjin Kai, Nomura 
Ryu Ongaku Kyokai Hawaii Shibu, and 
Ukwanshin Kabudan. He spent time teach-
ing English in Okinawa and also had the 
opportunity to visit various Okinawan com-
munities in South America. His interest in 
learning more about his Uchinanchu identity 
led him to study Uchinaaguchi. Currently, Brandon is a Shimakutuba teacher for Ukwanshin Kabudan with classes at Jikoen Hongwanji.

One of Brandon’s most significant contributions to the Okinawan commu-
nity was creating the song “Let’s Sing Uchinaaguchi.” While teaching English 
in Okinawa, he was surprised that his elementary school students did not 
know Uchinaaguchi. He wrote the song to teach his students basic Uchinaaguchi 
words. He used English to explain the meaning of the words as a way to incor-
porate it in his curriculum. Brandon performed “Let’s Sing Uchinaaguchi” at 
the UJSH Shinnen Enkai and provided the lyrics to everyone so they could sing 
along. You can watch the music for “Let’s Sing Uchinaaguchi” on YouTube. The 
cute animations were created by Brandon’s friends, fellow Uchinanchu from 
Brazil.

HUOA is proud to honor Brandon as its Young Achiever. Thank you, 
Brandon, for your dedication to preserving, promoting and perpetuating the 
Okinawan culture. Ippee Nifee Deebiru.

Okinawan Proverb of the Month
Chosen by the Uchinaaguchi Class Members

A Proverb of the month:
Tatan nu    ui  wuti     fisha     wuyun.
たたんぬ　ういをぅてぃ　ふぃしゃ　をぅゆん。
たたみの　上で　足を　折る。
English:  
You could break your leg on a Tatami-mat. 
(When you don’t pay attention and get careless, 
you can fall down and hurt yourself even in a safe 
place. So, do not lose your focus!)

Uchinaa-guchi
(Okinawan language) 

Word of the Month
January
kan-na•i, n. [kaminari] Thunder; a thunderbolt.

February
shichi-gwachi, n.  [shichigatsu] 1 July. 2 A popular 
name for the Bon festival, an annual rite held for 
three days from the thirteenth to the fifteenth of the 
seventh month of the lunar calendar. See also bun4, 
usooroo. [OBJ] See also uukui. Also hichigwachi.
(Excerpted, with permission, from the Okinawan-English Wordbook, by Mitsugu Sakihara, 
edited by Stewart Curry, University of Hawaii Press, Honolulu, 2006)

Incoming HUOA President Courtney Takara joins President Vince Watabu in 
congratulating Brandon.

Friends and family celebrate Brandon Ing’s recognition as a Young Achiever at the United Japanese Society of Hawaii’s Shinnen Enkai.

Brandon Ing Recognized As HUOA’s Young Achiever



Menus for all occasions - Weddings, Birthday Parties, Graduations, Anniversaries, Office Parties, Seminars and Meetings
Popular Hawaiian & Local Style menus  •  Prime Rib Buffets • Create your own menu •  Party Platters for pick-up  •  Onsite deliveries

Discounts available for HUOA Club Members.

Celebrate in 2018
As the exclusive caterers to the Legacy Ballroom at the Hawaii Okinawa Center,

we enhance the beauty of the venue with a diverse menu for your guests to enjoy.

Call 677-7744 or visit www.acateredexperience.com for menus and more information.Call 677-7744 or visit www.acateredexperience.com for menus and more information.

with

March 2018
1				    Hawaii-Okinawa Student Exchange Aloha Party, 
					     6:30 p.m., HOC
3 				    Okinawa students return to Okinawa
4-10			  Aisatsu Trip to Okinawa
11				   Honolulu Festival Parade, assemble by 3:30pm at 
					     Ft. DeRussy
14				   Executive Council meeting, 7pm, HOC
18				   Study Tour to Okinawa Informational meeting
					     2:00pm, HOC	
28				   Board of Directors meeting, 7pm, HOC

April 2018
11				   Executive Council meeting, HOC, 7pm
15   	 		  Oroku Azajin Club – HOC Cleanup, 7am
29   	 		  Haebaru Club – HOC Cleanup, 7am

Classes • Other Meetings at Hawaii Okinawa Center:
HUOA Sanshin: every Thursday, 7pm* 
Ichigo Ichi E: 1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7pm*  
Ikebana: 1st Wednesday, 7pm* 
Karaoke nite: 4th Tuesday, 6:30pm*
Kobudo Taiko: every Monday, 7pm, contact 
Calvin Nakama 224-7374 
Monday Crafters: every Monday, 9am* 
Okinawan Genealogical Society meeting: 3rd Saturday, 9am* 
Uchinaaguchi: every 2nd Tuesday, 1pm*; every 4th Thursday, 7pm* 

*for more information, please call 676-5400
**Subject to Change** (entries as of 2/5/18)

Our new episodes premiere on the first and third Saturday of the 
month at 7 pm and repeat the following Thursdays at 5 pm on ‘Olelo 
Community Media Channel NATV 53. No HOT show is aired on the 
fifth Thursday of a month.
All our shows are submitted in high definition format. ‘Olelo currently 
offers HD programming on Hawaiian Telcom’s channels 1049 and 1053.
All ‘Olelo shows are streamed on the Internet at www.olelo.org. Our lat-
est shows are available on-demand on the same ‘Olelo website at: What’s 
on; OleloNet Video On demand; then search for keyword “Okinawa.” 
The HUOA website www.huoa.org has links to the site.
This TV schedule is also available on the HUOA website, which will be 
updated should any changes occur.
  
Mar 3, Sat, 7 pm, Mar 8 & 15, Thurs, 5 pm —  Uchinanchu of the 
Year & 68th Installation Celebration (Show One). The event was 
held on January 20, 2018 at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. Installed as 
HUOA President was Courtney Takara whose theme for the year is 
“Hiyamikasa,” “Rallying Together for Everyone’s Success.” This episode 
highlights the Call to Celebration and the formal programs.
Mar 17, Sat, 7 pm, Mar 22 & Apr 5, Thurs, 5 pm —  Uchinanchu of 
the Year & 68th Installation Celebration (Show Two). The event was 
held on January 20, 2018 at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. Installed as 
HUOA President was Courtney Takara whose theme for the year is 
“Hiyamikasa,” “Rallying Together for Everyone’s Success.” This episode 
features the entertainment portion of the program.
Apr 7, Sat, 7 pm, Apr 12 & 19, Thurs, 5 pm —  Highlights of the 2016 
Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival in Okinawa (Show Two). Featuring 
continuation of the Opening Ceremony and beginning of the Closing 
Ceremony.
Apr 21, Sat, 7 pm, Apr 26 & May 3, Thurs, 5 pm — 2017 Legacy Award 
Banquet (Show One). The event was held at the Hilton Hawaiian Village 
Coral Ballroom on November 12, 2017. Featured in this episode are two 
of the five honorees, Shinye Gima and Governor David Ige.


