
Unity of the Uchinanchu; purity of 
heart; struggle and hope in life—
these concepts are part of the 

visually attractive, philosophically complex, 
logo of the UOA (now called the HUOA.) 
The logo is used for the first time in this 
issue.

Designer Seikichi Takara, a self-taught 
nisei artist, has exhibited his work at the 
Honolulu Academy of Arts and in a 1975 
special exhibit commemorating the visit 
to Hawaii by the Emperor and Empress 
of Japan. He has participated in Cultural 
Jubilees sponsored by Hui O Laulima and 
many other local exhibits. When asked what 

inspires him the most, Takara replied, “Nature. I do not pretend to understand 
nature’s many moods, but it does have a profound effect and influence on my 
creative energy.”

Nature, represented by Diamond Head and the sago palm, is part of the UOA 
logo. The logo is full of other symbolism. According to Takara, the “U” stands for 
unity and Uchinanchu. Its calabash shape connotes the feeling of kinship; that all 
Uchinanchu are calabash cousins. The hollow of the “U” is reminiscent of bamboo, 
which is clean and pure. The unbroken, bold outline of the “U” stands for solidity. 
Altogether, the “U” symbolizes the brotherhood of Okinawans and their idea of 
pure and solid hearts.   

Reinforcing the idea of unity is the “O.” Within the circle are the Shurei-no-mon 
and sago palms, which represent Okinawa, and Diamond Head, which represents 
Hawaii. It indicates that the people of Okinawa and the Uchinanchu of Hawaii, 
though distant from each other, are one.

Shurei-no-mon, the only remaining gate to the Shuri Castle, was renowned for 
its proclamation that the Okinawans are courteous people. For Uchinanchu of 
Hawaii, it is a reminder of the character of their ancestors, their bloodline, and 
their heritage! Further encapsulated in the “O” is the experience of the Okinawan 
immigrants to Hawaii who bridged the distance between the two islands. Their 
struggles and hopes are reflected in the sago palm and Diamond Head. The sago 
palm, a plant that provided sustenance during times of famine in Okinawa, 
evokes memories of hardship. Diamond Head symbolizes the immigrant’s hope 
for a better life.
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HUOA Logo Turns 30!
Editorial Note: This article, originally titled the “UOA 
Logo,” was written by Ruth Adaniya and first published in 
the Uchinanchu newsletter on July 31, 1983.

According to Takara, the “U” stands for unity 

and Uchinanchu. Its calabash shape connotes 

the feeling of kinship; that all Uchinanchu 

are calabash cousins. The hollow of the “U” 

is reminiscent of bamboo, which is clean 

and pure. The unbroken, bold outline of the 

“U” stands for solidity. Altogether, the “U” 

symbolizes the brotherhood of Okinawans and 

their idea of pure and solid hearts. 
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Volunteer Gardeners Welcome!
Do you like to see things grow, especially plants?  

Since the opening of the Hawaii Okinawa Center (HOC) in June 1990, we have 
had special people, volunteers who have poured their hearts and souls into caring for 
the beautiful gardens and grounds of the Center. Now, nearly 23 years old, HOC’s 
rich foliage and immaculate grounds have gained a reputation of being an excep-
tional setting for wedding ceremonies, family portraits and more—a true haven for 
all who visit the HOC.

However, over the 
years some of these 
good people are not 
able to volunteer in 
the garden due  to 
age, frail health and 
other family commit-
ments. Therefore, 
we’re appealing to 
everyone who loves 
gardening to join our 
volunteer team of gar-
deners, especially on 
Tuesdays and Fridays, 
or it can be any day of 
the week.

It’s a GREAT feeling to help carry on the legacy of the HOC, caring for a cultural 
center that symbolizes our gratitude to our issei and we welcome all Uchinanchu and 
Uchinanchu-at-heart to care for HUOA’s home and to participate in the preservation, 
perpetuation and promotion of Okinawa’s culture and history.

Call the HOC at 676-5400 and participate in the spirit of Yuimaaruu.

The last two months were filled with great performances, enriching 
relationships, and continuing traditions. It began with the Tsuito 
Koen Memorial Performance for Harry Seisho Nakasone Sensei at the 

Hawaii Okinawa Center. Showcasing the talents of Ryusei Honryu Ryuko Kai, 
Sensei Mitsuko Toguchi Nakasone created a most touching performance by her 
students that concluded with a dinner and sharing tears of joy by her closest 
friends from Okinawa. This most memorable event was a special experience.

Next, Cyrus Tamashiro and I headed to Kauai to join in the festivities and 
participate in Hui Alu’s Kauai Okinawan Dance Festival on Friday and Saturday 
evening at the Kauai Veteran’s Center. What is a dance festival without food to 
keep you energized? They had Okinawa Soba, Yaki Soba, Pig’s Feet Soup, Huli 

Chicken, Okinawan Pork, Champuru, Huli Pig, Flying Saucers and, of course, 
Andagi. All the food had the special homemade flavor, prepared by families who 
have been doing this for many years. Cyrus and I saw many familiar faces from 
Honolulu, Maui and Kohala that joined in the festivities and participated in 
the entertainment. We ate and danced into the evening, although I would have 
to say that I think Sandaa Sensei and Kenton Sensei outlasted Cyrus on the 
closing number of the event. 

On Sunday, we were treated to an exhilarating performance by Ryukyukoku 
Matsuri Daiko Hawaii that included members from Kauai, Honolulu and 
Kohala. Special guests from Okinawa included Hidekatsu, Shinsaku Ideka, 
Rieko Kamei, Mieko Sakihara, Akira Iha and the Iha Akira Minyo Kenkyusho 
from Uruma City, Requios, and members of RMD Okinawa and Yaeyama. The 
combination of incorporating eisa into the already energetic performances of 
Hidekatsu and Shinsaku Ideka created a special treat for the people of Kauai. 
I’m sure everyone is looking forward to the next performance on a neighbor 
island.

After catching the second to last flight back from Kauai, the Hatoma 
Family from Yaeyama put on a concert at the HOC on Monday evening that was 
sponsored by Nidaime Teishin Kai Hawaii Shibu. The talented Hatoma Family 
consisting of the parents Takeshi and Chiyoko, son Yoshiaki and daughter 
Kanako turned the HOC into an Okinawan style Live House. The only thing 
missing was the Izakaya style food and drinks. We are all looking forward to the 
next Live House performance at the HOC.

Three more geino events rounded out the month of May. The first was 
a performance by Hidekatsu and Akira Iha at Aloha Beer, the second was 
a performance by Akira Iha, Iha Akira Minyo Kenkyusho and RMD at 
Natsunoya Tea House. And, finally, Shinsato Shosei Kai’s performance at the 
Hawaii Convention Center. The theme “Magukuro” (With Great Sincerity) was 
a tribute by the students to honor their Sensei Katsumi Shinsato for his years 
of dedication to teaching the art of playing the sanshin. Guest entertainers from 
Okinawa included Atsuko Tamagusuku, Tomoko Uehara, and Rinken Teurya. 

The 43rd Annual HUOA Invitational Golf Tournament continued the 
tradition of gathering Uchinanchu and Uchinanchu-at-heart for a fun-filled two-
day golf tournament at the Pali Golf Course. What a spectacular setting with 
the first tee box, the 9th and 18th holes lined with the 49 club banners. What 
made this tournament special was the diversity of ages that participated in this 
year’s event. One of the youngest was Ethan Finau, age 12, who won the “B” 
Flight Championship and three super seniors – Henry Arakaki, Paul Uyehara 
and Irene Pritchard, who is 93 years old. The evening ended with a banquet filled 
with food and prizes. Top honors went to Grand Champion Kent Tamashiro 
and Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai for winning the Inamine Cup Club trophy. 
Congratulations to Neal Takara and Wes Teruya for coordinating the event 
and keeping the tradition alive, and to the Tamashiro brothers Kent, Les, Neal, 
Nelson and Ricky for supplying the manpower and putting up all the banners. 
Ukazi Deebiru... Because of You...

President’s Message
By George Bartels, Jr.

Ukazi Deebiru – Because of You!

UCHINANCHU
Uchinanchu is the newsletter of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association. 
Although subject to change, issues will be published bi-monthly. Volunteer 
writers are welcome. Send your name, address and telephone number to 
Uchinanchu Newsletter, Hawaii United Okinawa Association, 94-587 
Ukee St., Waipahu, Hawaii 96797. E-mail articles to huoa@huoa.org. 
Uchinanchu reserves the right to edit all material for clarity and accuracy.
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION
Uchinanchu reaches over 9,700 households. For advertising rates and 
more information, contact us at:

Tel: (808) 676-5400  – Email: huoa@huoa.org   –  www.huoa.org

Uchinanchu is our voice — the voice of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association, 
its members, and the “home” we all built together, the Hawaii Okinawa Center.  By 
sharing information and experiences, Uchinanchu keeps us connected as a family, 
dedicated to preserving, sharing and perpetuating our Okinawan cultural heritage.

Every dollar donated — along with the valuable income from advertising  - helps 
offset the cost of publishing Uchinanchu.  HUOA sends a sincere ippee nifee deebiru 
to the following donors.  Mahalo for keeping Uchinanchu alive and thriving.

Uchinanchu Donors April 1 to May 31, 2013.

Mabel Minagawa
Yaye. B. Miyashiro
Catherine S. Morishige
Lillian S. Nakagawa
Harold M. Nakamura
Mike Nohara
Wallace T. Oki
Nancy Oshiro
Ethel K. Serikaku
R.K. Shimabukuro
Bill Tamashiro
Seihan Tamashiro
Charles Uehara
Victor Yamashiroya
James Yoshida
Gary & Paula

Hatsue Asato
Roy Ashitomi
Yoshio Awakuni 
Gary Bise
Amy Enriques
Raymond Funakoshi
Patsy Higa
Betty Higa
Frederick Higa
Beatrice Higa
Anonymous
Shizuye  Ikehara
Ruth Ishiara
Sumire H. Jones
Helen T. Kaneshiro
Sally I Kobashigawa
Robert & Elizabeth Luersen

UCHINANCHU
Ippee Nifee Deebiru... Mahalo!
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courses, Olomana and Pali. Wes men-
tioned that those were the days before 
cellphones, so it’s really mind-boggling 
that the organizers drove back and forth 
between the two courses for updates and 
to address issues. What’s even more phe-
nomenal is that members of the com-
mittee, including Wes and co-chair Neal 
Takara, also played in tournaments and 
often won or scored very well!

Over the years, each of the neighbor 
islands began their own tournaments 
and with the initiation of the Okinawan 
Festival and other events, the HUOA cur-
rently holds one annual tournament for 
approximately 120 golfers. While the 
event is much “quieter” in recent years, 
Wes sat up in his chair a bit to say that 
HUOA’s Okinawan Invitational is one of the few remaining ethnic tournaments 
today.

When asked why he has continued his long association with the game and tour-
nament, Wes gave two sterling responses. First, his dad was an inspiration in that 
he used his full efforts and determination to become good at the game. Every spare 
moment, even in the hallway of their home, he was constantly practicing his swing 
and, eventually, Fumio Teruya became a single digit golfer. For his second reason, 
Wes believes golf is a very honorable sport as it reflects and rewards the individual’s 
efforts. The HUOA also thinks that the longevity and success of the golf tourna-
ments are reflective of those like Wes Teruya who have made every effort to make it 
a success for everyone to participate in and enjoy. We extend our heartiest Ippee Nifee 
Deebiru to Wes Teruya for his dedication and participation as a wonderful HUOA 
volunteer. For anyone inspired by Wes’s efforts, please circle Memorial Day weekend 
on your 2014 calendar and join us in HUOA’s 44th Invitational tournament.

UchinanchU Spotlight
Spotlight: Wes Teruya

Golf is considered by many to be a genteel 
outdoor sport. Basically, the game consists 

of using an array of clubs to hit a small dimpled 
ball into a hole in the ground. The golfer must 
possess finesse and form in gripping and swing-
ing the club. Sometimes one must hit the ball 
with strength that will power the ball to go sailing 
across the sky to get to the next hole. Sometimes a 
soft tap is all that’s needed to roll that ball into the 
hole. One must possess a good measure of mental 
concentration, ‘ki,’ if you will, to be one with the 
elements and the game.

Of course your success will depend on how few 
strokes (hits of the ball) you need to get the ball into the puka.

HUOA has sponsored an invitational golf tournament for 43 years, an indication 
of the number of folks who love the sport and are willing to work at ensuring its 
continuity by being a part of the team that puts on the tournament annually. One 
of these avid Uchinanchu is Wes Teruya and our spotlight shines on him in this issue.

During the (H)UOA presidency of Tommy Toma (1971), Wes’s dad, Fumio Teruya, 
was asked to initiate a sports league for our organization. One of the sports activi-
ties was a golf tournament like many others reflecting the diverse ethnic communi-
ties in Hawaii. The first competition was held at Pearl Country Club with 16 players.

In Wes’s summation, modern TV coverage of the time, especially of the ever-
growing popularity of the game due to the Arnold Palmer sensation, broke the 
stigma that golf was a game only for the affluent and elite. It certainly brought 
out Uchinanchu who loved the game and the fellowship golf offered. In no time, 
the HUOA’s tournaments were played three times a year on the Presidents Day, 
Memorial Day and Labor Day weekends. It grew even further with tournaments on 
the neighbor islands. Pre-qualifying tournaments held in Okinawa also encouraged 
our Uchinanchu brothers to join in our tournaments. HUOA also garnered the 
generous support of individuals such as the late Jimmy Inamine to participate, too.

At the height of the HUOA tournaments, more than 400 golfers competed on two 

“ ...Wes believes 
golf is a very 

honorable 
sport as it 

reflects and 
rewards the 
individual’s 

efforts.”
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3rd Eisa Drum Festival
By Shari Tamashiro

With over 100 Teru Teru Bozu’s working their magic, the skies stayed clear at 
Kapi’olani Community College for the 3rd Eisa Drum Festival on May 11.

The program began by paying tribute to the traditional roots of Okinawan drum-
ming. The Young Okinawans of Hawaii opened with a Meekata. Terry Higa-sensei 
of Hawaii Taiko Kai explained and demonstrated classical Okinawan taiko to an 
appreciative audience. 

Chinagu Eisa Hawaii (Contemporary Eisa), Urizun Minyo Group (Contemporary 
Folk Music), Hawaii Okinawa Creative Arts (Okinawan Lions), and Norman 
Kaneshiro-sensei (Advisor) all made their third appearance at the Eisa Festival. 
Nuuanu Shorin Ryu Karate returned for a second year. I am so impressed with how 
hard these groups work and I appreciate how much they embrace the spirit of coop-
eration and community. I think of them as the Eisa Festival Family. 

The 3rd Festival was dedicated to the memory of the late Eleanor Itomura. In 
a special performance in the shishi or lion she helped bring to Hawaii, her son Jon 
Itomura and son-in-law Eric Nitta performed her favorite song from last year’s festi-

val together with Daiichi 
and Yoko Hirata.

The theme of this festi-
val was connections. We 
saw Chinagu Eisa and 
Shorin Ryu exploring 
the connections between 
Eisa and Karate. Nawa’a 
Kawika Napoleon and 
our special guest per-
former Daiichi Hirata 
reprised one of last year’s 
most powerful perfor-
mances, Chant of Island 
Peoples, connecting Hawaii 
and Okinawa. 

REQUIOS, the 2012 
Worldwide Eisa Festival 

Champions, were our other special guest performers. Their dynamic drumming and 
shishimai were a joy to watch. My favorite was when REQUIOS joined Daiichi Hirata 
in an incredible performance of Uchijo: Chant of the Chondara. Uchijo looks back at the 
roots of eisa, which did not begin with drums but was more about chanting, dancing 
and the use of hands. 

The 3rd Eisa Festival had individual performances by Eisa, Karate, Taiko, Minyo 
and Shisa. There were traditional and contemporary numbers. But there were also 
many incredible collaborations between different groups. It is a reminder that 
though we may be very different: traditional or contemporary, classical or folk, eisa 
or taiko, Hawaii or Okinawa. . . In the spirit of Yuimaaru, communities supporting 
one another. . .we are at heart, ONE community.

For our Grand Finale, we chose the song, Shinkanyucha, which was written by 
Daiichi Hirata. It means “Gathering of Friends” and what better way to end the 
celebration than by a gathering of all of the 3rd Eisa Festival performers for one 
spectacular final number! 

I would like to thank Kapi’olani Community College and the Office of Student 
Activities for once again sponsoring this event. Mahalo to Zippy’s Restaurants, 
Aqua Hospitality, Sheraton Waikiki Resort, Trans Pacific Tours, Pacific Money 
Exchange, as well as A Little Bit of Everything, Mensore Therapy, Island Insurance, 
KZOO Radio, HUOA, and Jikoen Hongwanji for their additional support. We would 
also like to thank the many individuals in the community who donated money so 
we can keep this event free for the public. 

Thanks as well to the Live Yuimaaru team, Shari Tamashiro, Dorene Niibu and 
Karen Kuba Hori for spearheading the festival. Mahalo to MC’s David Arakawa and 
Marcus Oshiro. Ippei Nifei Deebiru to the many, many volunteers and sponsors who 
made this event possible! 

To see online videos and photos from the past festivals, please visit: www.pigs-
fromthesea.com or www.facebook.com/eisahawaii. Check the HOT Listings for 
when their coverage of the festival will air on Olelo 53.

Diet Member and Entourage Visit HOC
HUOA was honored to receive Ms. Aiko Shimajiri, a member of the House 
of Councilors of Japan. She was escorted by (ret.) General Chip Gregson. 

Her entourage included the Deputy Mayor from Kumejima.

Tribute to Toyama Kyuzo
In a tribute to Toyama Kyuzo, father of Okinawan Immigration, Okinawa’s 
Akira Iha sensei and his students performed Okinawan melodies at Toyama 

Kyuzo’s statue in the Hawaii Okinawa Center’s Issei Garden.

Okinawa Prefectural Assembly 
Members Visit HOC

HUOA Executive Council members hosted four members of the Okinawa 
Prefectural Assembly: Front row (L-R): Mr. Yoshikazu Tamaki, Mr. Seiryo 

Arakaki, Norman Nakasone, Mr. Kazuo Okuhira, Ms. Sueko Yamauchi and 
Cyrus Tamashiro. Back row (L-R): Mark Higa, Stephanie Katayama, Fred 

Higa, Sandra Yanagi, Gainor Miyashiro and Jane Serikaku.

“Chant of Island Peoples, connecting Hawaii and Okinawa,” by 
Nawa’a Kawika Napoleon and Daiichi Hirata.

Mensorewelcome!
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ed Fwishi Bushi by Keith Nakaganeku, a member of the Nakasone 
Sensei and current Hawaii chapter president of the Nomura Ryu 
Ongaku Kyokai, Tsuyoshi Gima, President of the Nakasone Seifu 
Kai and a favorite of Seisho Sensei entitled, Nakama Bushi, by 
Norman Kaneshiro who inherited the Nakasone Seifu Kai name 
as its Director as bestowed by Seisho Sensei before his passing.

During an evening of fellowship and warm exchanges amongst 
friends from Okinawa, Tokyo and Hawaii, Toguchi Nakasone 
Sensei, fulfilled her husband’s wish by presenting the HUOA with 
one of his prized sanshin, the Tamai Hebara. Before his passing, 
Seisho Sensei explained the significance of this sanshin. Tamai 
Hebara was one of the rare and older-style sanshin that had been 
appraised by and registered by a museum in Okinawa on June 19, 
1990.

Seisho Sensei was endearingly called, Kocho Sensei, by mem-
bers of the Ryuko Kai dance academy and as well as members of 
the Nakasone Seifu Kai. It is Mitsuko Toguchi Nakasone Sensei’s 
hope that when guests visit the Hawaii Okinawa Center and see 
the Tamai Hebara, they will have a fond memory of Kocho Sensei 
and remember his legacy as well as recognize the value of his 
wonderful gift.

The following ryuka or ancient Ryukyuan or Okinawan poem 
likens the beautiful pine tree and celebrates 
the life of Harry Seisho Nakasone Sensei:

Tuchiwa naru matsi nu 
The evergreen pine

Kawaru kutu neesami  
Does not change.

Itsin haru kuriba
With the coming of each spring,

Iru du masaru   
Its color only deepens.

At the invitation of Mitsuko Toguchi Nakasone Sensei, Kaishu 
of the Ryusei Honryu Ryuko Kai, musicians and dance mas-

ters from Okinawa and Hawaii joined her local dance academy 
members in an elegant memorial concert for her late husband, 
Harry Seisho Nakasone Sensei, Grand Master and Founder of the 
Nakasone Seifu Kai. The special performance held at the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center on April 20th commemorated Seisho Sensei’s 
passing in 2011.

A special video was presented during the concert which con-
tained an interview of Seisho Sensei; it focused on his life and 
training in classical Okinawan music in Hawaii and each of the 
great masters of the Nomura School in Okinawa. During his long 
music career and at nearly a century old at his passing, Seisho 
Sensei had been heralded in Okinawa and the United States as 
one of the greatest classical musicians of the Nomura School. 
Testament to these accolades were the highest recognition he 
received from both countries.

Dance selections ranged from classical and traditional genres 
of dances, choreographies from the Ryusei School’s treasure chest 
of dances and those created by Toguchi Nakasone Sensei. 

One of the highlights of the program were solo pieces per-
formed by the principals of the Nakasone Seifu Kai. These includ-

Tsuito Koen, A Memorial Concert For Harry Seisho Nakasone, 
Grand Master

Mitsuko Toguchi Nakasone Sensei 
presents Seisho Nakasone Sensei’s prized 

sanshin, the Tamai Hebara to HUOA 
President George Bartels, Jr.
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HUOA proudly carried our brightly colored club flags while Chinagu 
Eisa punched out a beat supplemented by our “paranku” marchers. For 
some, it was a familiar march, but for others, the parade was a new 
experience to relish.

It was a time for families to share the honor of representing the HUOA 
with our youngest marchers who may have had mom, dad, grandma or 
grandpa help them put on their very first uchikake (vest) and vibrant 
purple sash. Our multi-generational HUOA family was a sight to behold 
and the cheers and waves from the Waikiki crowd provided proof of the 
uplifting effect of our energetic marchers! 

adventure abroad.
The climax of their vacation was the free concert that they staged at the HOC 

Legacy Ballroom. On May 13, the Hatoma Family made their international debut, 
singing for a crowd of 200 people. The family shared a wide variety of music, rang-
ing from traditional Yaeyama minyou, to Okinawan favorite songs, to original 
compositions written by Yoshiaki. Crowd-pleasing favorites like Ashimiji Bushi and 
Asadoya Yunta got the crowd clapping and singing along, and Kanako and Takashi’s 
rendition of Tubarama hushed the audience into silence. Yoshiaki’s original song, 
Shimamichi, impressed the audience with its strength and up-beat tempo, while 
Chiyoko’s Yonaguni Elegy took the crowd to a quiet and introspective mood. At the 
end of the evening, the Hatoma Family roused the audience with their kachashi, 
bringing everyone to their feet, capping the evening off with high spirits and many 
fond memories. Everyone in the family was excited to receive real Hawaiian lei, and 
they were touched by the HUOA’s omiyage and generous use of the ballroom. As a 
small gesture to the HUOA’s generosity, the Hatoma family’s request for donations 
for the performance generated over $2,000 that evening. They extend their appre-
ciation to everyone who came to the event and helped to make their trip such a 
memorable success! They would also like to thank the HUOA Board of Directors for 
allowing them the opportunity to share their music in Hawaii and the HUOA staff 
for their assistance in making their dream a reality.

The Hatomas look forward to their next trip to Hawaii, which might happen 
sooner than they originally expected, and to their next meal of Zippy’s fried chicken 
and Ted’s Chocolate Haupia pie!

Hatoma Family in Hawaii
By Allison Yanagi

We in Hawaii are very fortunate that through-
out the years many performers from 

Okinawa have found their way to our islands. From 
young artists at the beginning of their careers 
to well-known established performers who have 
name-recognition around the world, the HUOA 
and its members have been treated to top-notch 
music over the past decades.

We continue to receive this privilege. Most recent-
ly, the HUOA welcomed the Hatoma Family from 
Ishigaki Island. With a strong desire to share their 
music and talents with the people of Hawaii, the 
Hatomas planned a family vacation in the islands 
so that they could perform for the local Okinawan 
community.

This desire was initiated by the youngest mem-
ber of the family, Kanako, who has traveled to 
Hawaii on numerous occasions with her mentor 
and solo-record producer, China Sadao. Kanako mentioned that when engaging 
with Hawaii’s Uchinanchu, many of them expressed their desire to hear live Yaeyama 
minyou music. Many performers from Okinawa come to play Okinawan music from 
the main island, but it seemed that performers from Yaeyama have been few and 
far between. Since then, it was Kanako’s steadfast intention to someday return to 
Hawaii with her family and do an intimate show to present Yaeyama music while 
forging a stronger bond with people in Hawaii.

Making this event happen was no small feat. First of all, Kanako had to convince 
her father, Takashi, and brother, Yoshiaki, to make the trip to Hawaii. Neither 
Takashi nor Yoshiaki had traveled outside of Japan before, and both had to navigate 
the rigmarole of getting their passports. Mother, Chiyoko, was very excited at the 
prospect of returning to Hawaii, as she had traveled here some 20 years before to 
perform with a Yaeyama dance group. Still, to organize a family trip to a foreign 
country with only the advice of her daughter’s friend seemed daunting.

In the end, after passports and plane tickets had been purchased and secured, 
hotel rooms reserved, and travel dates confirmed, the Hatoma Family flew halfway 
across the Pacific to have their first family vacation in years.

Although nervous at first, the family soon fell in love with Hawaii, its people and 
its food! The family’s trip was filled with excursions to Polynesian Cultural Center, 
Pearl Harbor and the Pali Lookout, but Yoshiaki especially enjoyed experiencing the 
more typical aspects of Hawaii’s daily living like Foodland Supermarket, Zippy’s 
fried chicken and lying on the beach. Takashi got the chance to use his English 
with locals, while Chiyoko and Kanako enjoyed family time and having a refreshing 

The Pan-Pacific Festival, an annual international cultural celebration in Waikiki, 
saw the return of HUOA in the Grand Finale Parade on Sunday, June 9, 

2013. Ninety marchers from the Hawaii United Okinawa Association’s member 
clubs, Chinagu Eisa, and the comically painted chondara (Hachi Higa, Dexter 
Teruya. Mel Gushiken and Warren Kotani), met in the late afternoon at Ft. DeRussy 
for a one-mile stroll down Kalakaua Avenue to the Kapiolani Bandstand Park where 
sandwiches and brownies awaited them.

A truly family event, Uchinanchu and Uchinanchu-at-Heart representatives of the 

Sharing Uchinanchu Spirit at the Pan-Pacific Festival 
Grand Parade
By Val Kato
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ing job in explaining the meaning of the songs, dances and culture. He also spoke 
in Japanese and English so everyone in the audience could understand. Following 
Shinsato Shosei Kai’s performance, presentations to honor Katsumi Shinsato were 
led by Mistress of Ceremonies Marleen Nishimiya. 

The guest performers from Okinawa were Tomoko Uehara, Atsuko Tamagusuku 
and Rinken Teruya of Rinken Band. Atsuko Tamagusuku and Tomoko Uehara both 
wooed the audience with their flawless and graceful dance movements. Tomoko also 
mesmerized the crowd with her beautiful singing voice. Rinken Teruya played the 
guitar and sanshin and kept everyone’s attention with his talent. Multi-talented Eric 
Wada also danced with Tomoko and played the taiko. Along with Eric, the jikata for 
Atsuko’s dances were played by Norman Kaneshiro, Keith Nakaganeku and June 
Nakama.

In memory of Sensei’s wife, Yoshiko; her photo was projected on the stage screen, 
as members of Shinsato Shosei Kai and the guest performers took their final bow. 
The show ended with “Kachashi”, while members of Shinsato Shosei Kai distributed 
fortune cookies to the audience to thank them for coming and wishing them good 
fortune.

Instead of “To Sir, With Love,” it was “To Sensei, With Love” that the Magukuru Concert 
was held to honor Katsumi Shinsato. It was Shinsato Shosei Kai’s way of expressing 
with greatest of sincerity their gratitude and love for the impact he has made on each 
of their lives.

Five Hawaii Members Receive 
Shinjinsho Certificates
Joy Schoonover, Gary 

Jitchaku, Sumiko Higa, 
Masashige Higa and Janet 
Kaya—students of Derek 
Ichiro Shiroma Sensei and 
members of the Minyo 
Kyokai Hawaii Wakugawa 
Akira Dojo Derek Ichiro 
Shiroma Kenkyusho—
all passed the konkuru 
examination in Okinawa 
this spring and received 
Shinjinsho (Newcomers) 
Awards.

The examination was 
held at the Chatan Town Auditorium on March 31 before a panel of 12 judges who 
specifically focused on different parts of the contestants performance.

In addition to Ichiro Sensei’s diligent training of his students, the five members 
took full advantage of Wakugawa Sensei’s training last year when he visited Hawaii 
for Ichiro Sensei recital in October.

The HUOA expresses its congratulations and happiness to the Awardees and 
Ichiro Sensei for your wonderful accomplishment!

By Gail K. Watanabe

Many of you may remember the movie and song, “To Sir, With Love,” about a 
teacher (Sidney Poitier) who made a difference in the lives of his students. 

Sensei Katsumi Shinsato has been that teacher for the students of Shinsato Shosei 
Kai. For his 38 years of preserving and promoting the Okinawan culture through 
sanshin, a concert was held in his honor on May 26, 2013 at the Hawaii Convention 
Center. 

The concert began at 2 p.m. to a sell-out audience. Gail Watanabe welcomed every-
one and expressed Shinsato Shosei Kai’s deepest gratitude and appreciation to Sensei 
Katsumi Shinsato. Kenneth Higa, the oldest and last original member, played the 
sanshin, while each of 23 members presented Shinsato Sensei with a lei, then joined 
Kenneth Higa in playing sanshin on the stage. The first song was “Yuzakai Bushi” and 
the original words were changed and written poetically by Mitsuko Ishihara, a mem-
ber, to express Shinsato Sensei’s life. 

“Kajadifu Bushi,” “Unna Bushi” and “Ayakari Bushi” followed. Atsuko Tamagusuku 
danced to “Kajadifu Bushi” in the traditional style dressed as an old man. As “Ayakari 
Bushi” was played, Marleen Nishimiya performed a comical skit of a student playing 
a “kankara” sanshin and later receiving a real sanshin from Sensei. Yaeko Shimabukuro 
sang and played a soulful “Nakama Bushi.” June Nakama played the fwansou (fue) and 
Misako Yagi played the teeku (taiko) to accompany the uta-sanshin players. Shinsato 
Sensei’s great-grandson, 7-year-old Kai Sekigawa performed a high energy taiko perfor-
mance that had everyone smiling. Master of Ceremonies Eric Wada did an outstand-

Magukuru: With Great Sincerity

HUOA DONATIONS
April 1, 2013 to May 31, 2013

HUOA sends a sincere ippee nifee deebiru to the 
following donors:

Kokua In Kind
Justin Kaneshiro

Maurice & Susan Ajifu
Dennis & Jane Ikehara
Aiko Shimajiri, Member, Japan 

National Legislature
Lisa Uyesato
In Memory of Yaeko Uyehara 

Ginoza by Gilbert & Karen 
Batangan

In Memory of Yaeko Uyehara 
Ginoza by Dennis, 
Corinne,Daniel, Kristy & 
Derek Costigan

In Memory of Yaeko Uyehara 
Ginoza by Fern Elizares

In Memory of Yaeko Uyehara 
Ginoza by Mark, Lila & Kylene 
Hayes

In Memory of Yaeko Uyehara 
Ginoza  by Curtis Higa

In Memory of Yaeko Uyehara 
Ginoza by Harry & Jean Higa

In Memory of Yaeko Uyehara 
Ginoza by Jody Lam

In Memory of Yaeko Uyehara 
Ginoza by Melvin & Arlene 
Miyamoto

In Memory of Yaeko Uyehara 
Ginoza by Barbara 
Nakashima

In Memory of Yaeko Uyehara 
Ginoza by Yoshio & Edythe 
Oshiro

In Memory of Yaeko Uyehara 
Ginoza by Robin Ramirez

In Memory of Yaeko Uyehara 
Ginoza by Everett & Carol 
Shimabuku

In Memory of Yaeko Uyehara 
Ginoza by Masako 
Shimabuku

In Memory of Yaeko Uyehara 
Ginoza by Corrie Uehara

In Memory of Yaeko Uyehara 
Ginoza by Carl & Leila 
Uyehara

Congratulations to (L-R)  Joy Schoonover, Masashige “Seimo” 
Higa, Sumiko Higa, Janet Kaya, Gary Jitchaku and Derek 

Ichiro Shiroma sensei.
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Ikuyu Madin
Bridging from Generation to Generation - For Our Children!

A Capital Campaign of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association

Jyutaro Home Co., Ltd., President Hiroyuki 
Takamiyagi

Hideo & Fusako Kaneshiro
The Prudential Foundation Matching Gifts 

Program for Jason Tokuda

Takeo & Betty Y. Shimabukuro
Senki & Florence H. Uyeunten
In Memory of Takaaki and Hatsuyo Chinen
In Memory of Mrs. Eleanor Itomura by Hui O 

Laulima

In Memory of Mrs. Grace Mitsuko Nagamine 
by Kita Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai

In Memory of Mr. Thomas K. Okuhara by 
Yomitan Club

In Memory of Amy Y. Saito by Toichi Saito

This Land Is Your Land
By Jon Itomura, Capital Campaign Chair

We are all familiar with the song, “This Land Is Your Land, This Land Is My Land!” Through all of your efforts, 
we can now sing these words about land that will be the future site of the Hawaii Okinawa Plaza. The 
land purchase loan has been fully paid and we are entering the final push towards opening the doors to 

the Okinawa Plaza by the end of 2015. 

Looking back over the years, this Capital Campaign has been truly reflective of the Okinawan community’s com-
mitment and spirit to working together for a common goal. While we are not professional fundraiser, we have always 
worked hard to ensure that the Hawaii Okinawa Center remains a legacy for future generations of Hawaii Okinawans 
and Okinawans at heart. 

It is often difficult to describe how the construction of a “plaza” promotes the mission of the Hawaii United 
Okinawa Association. Many have asked why other non-profits seek donations for equipment, utility rooms, play-
grounds, and gymnasiums while we seek to construct a commercial plaza. The answer is simple, we want to keep 
the Hawaii Okinawa Center open. The harsh realities of the today’s economy and individual financial priorities are 
constantly diminishing the amount of annual donations which are critical to enable the Hawaii Okinawa Center to 
continue operations.

Therefore, in this final push towards the end of construction, we will do our best to raise the final $5.5 million and 
whatever we are not able to raise, we will work to secure a construction loan to enable the construction to be com-
pleted. The revenues from the plaza will be adequate to address the construction loan and assist HUOA. This will be 
a realization of a dream, to keep the Center open without putting a burden on members and supporters.

Supporters of our Capital Campaign in Okinawa have 
already started their efforts to raise money and their 
efforts have already had an impact as President Hiroyuki 
Takamiyagi, a major land developer from Okinawa, per-
sonally delivered his donation to the Capital Campaign 
fund in April. A big Ippei Nihwe Deebiru to Alan Chinen 
for volunteering to organize our very popular Capital 
Campaign Golf Tournament scheduled to be held 
later this year. We will also be kick-starting a new fun 
fund-drive challenge that will be based on Okinawa 
surnames. The Kaneshiros and Higas may have a slight 
advantage based upon the HawaiianTel White pages but 
you never know…stay tuned for more information to 
follow! Chibariyo! Please join us in the effort to see the 
realization of a dream…to allow the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center continue as a symbol of our community unity 
and strength.

Our Supporters
President Hiroyuki Takamiyagi of Jyutaro Home Co., Ltd. of Okinawa arrived at the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center to present his donation to the Ikuyu Madin Project to HUOA President 
George Bartels, Jr., Jon Itomura, George Tamashiro and Maurice Yamasato.

The Hawaii United Okinawa Association would like to acknowledge the following individuals, families, organizations and companies who 
have donated or pledged to our Capital Campaign. We are grateful for your support and the confidence you have displayed through your 
generous donation. Magukuyu Kara Ippee nifee deebiru – from our hearts, thank you very much.

Donations listed below were received from April 1, 2013 to May 31, 2013.
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In Memory of Tenpo & Hatsue Taba by Taba 
Service Inc.

FRIEND ($25 TO $99)

Mr. & Mrs. Clayton A. Awa
Stuart & Gayle Fujioka
Janet H. Higa
Isamu Kaneshiro
Tamotsu Takara
Patrick & Jeanette Tamayori
Colleen Tomioka
Elsie F. Unten
In Memory of Auntie Genevieve Teruya by 

Hatsue Higa

Preserving Our Legacy2012 to 2013–Annual Fund Drive

The Hawaii United Okinawa Association (HUOA) would like to acknowledge all of the individuals, families, organizations and 
companies who have donated towards our annual giving program. Our campaign, launched on November 19, 2012, has raised gifts 
totaling $114,735. To our 883 donors, thank you for your generous contributions and display of confidence in HUOA. We are truly 
grateful to your commitment ot our culture. Ippee Nifee Deebiru!

Our list of donors below reflects gifts received from April 1, 2013 to May 31,2013.
BRONZE $250 TO $499

Cornell & Shirley Alos
In Memory of Marcelino Magalianes by 

Sueko Magalianes

CONTRIBUTOR  $100 TO $249

Anonymous
Melvin J. Enriques
Robert & Yoko Kishaba
Yoshiharu Nakamura
Judy Nakasone
Lloyd S. Namihira
Clarence Y. Tamayori

Thomas Tamayori
In Memory of Edwin Y. Ige and Florence M. 

Ige by Ted Tadao Ige
In Memory of Shizuko Jakahi by Kenneth & 

Joyce Jakahi
In Memory of Ginei, Kane & Thomas Kamiya 

by Tom Dobiesz & Jan Kamiya Dobiesz
In Memory of Tomisei & Edith Kaneshiro by 

Janet E. Saito
In Memory of Janice Low by Thomas M. 

Arashiro
In Memory of Takeo Nakama by Mildred S. 

Nakama

Festival Will Feature Entertainers from Okinawa
In support of HUOA’s 31st Okinawan Festival, we are delighted to announce that several groups from Okinawa have volunteered their time and 

talents and will grace our stage at Kapiolani Park on August 31 and September 1. 
 ɶ Kadena Town’s famous and very energetic Senbaru Eisa, a two-and-a-half century old rural taiko tradition will surely excite our audiences. 
 ɶ A regional martial arts form will be presented by the Namihira Performing Arts Preservation Society of Yomitan Village. They will display their 

pride and intense renditions in a series of the Hanja’bo’ or staff.
 ɶ Radio Okinawa’s Grand Prix winner of their annual Miuta Taisho (New Song Award) is Lucy, a sansei Okinawan talent from Peru. She is the first 

overseas contestant to win this annual competition in Okinawa. Her beautiful voice and presence will elevate your pride of being Uchinanchu.
 ɶ The Leinani Group has graced the Okinawan Festival stage several times in the past and this halau has been supportive of HUOA’s activities 

in Okinawa as well. Mr. Nobuo Utsugi is the director of Leinani and his wife, Mariko, is the hula instructor for the group. They have approxi-
mately 2,000 members throughout the prefecture and continue to help raise funds for HUOA’s Hawaii Okinawa Plaza Project. Their delight-
ful ukulele and hula selections will draw everyone to feel that once we meet, we become brothers and sisters~ichariba chode.

 ɶ Johnny Ginowan has performed at the Okinawan Festival before. Over the years, Johnny has gained a reputation and following of fans in 
Okinawa and mainland Japan for his guitar and ukulele performances. He performs with his group, Wale Wale.

The HUOA expresses its special Ippee Nifee Deebiru to all our guests performers from Okinawa and Hawaii for sharing the talents with our com-
munity in the true spirit of yuimaru and the Sharing of Uchinanchu Aloha.

31st Okinawan Festival -
Sharing Uchinanchu Aloha

Saturday, August 31   9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Live entertainment, food booths & activities

Saturday, August 31  5:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Okinawan Festival Bon Dance

Okinawa Soba, Choco-Dipped Andagi, Andadog & 
Andagi Booths open until 8:00 pm

Sunday, September 1   9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Live entertainment, food booths & activities

Craft Gallery and Children’s Games close at 4:30 pm

Live Entertainment All Weekend

Are you ready to enjoy two full days of continuous live entertainment by groups from Okinawa and Hawaii? From Eisa to odori to sanshin 
music, you’ll be treated to Hawaii’s best Okinawan music, dance and cultural groups, as well as special guest performers from Okinawa. 

Among the several artists from Okinawa this year, 
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Is it a bird? Is it a plane? No, it’s the first sakura blossoms on this tree! The Monday volunteers at the HOC got very excited about the sakura 
blooming. We’ve had other sakura trees at HOC that had a few blossoms, but this particular tree located in the corner of the property finally 
bloomed! The volunteers celebrated with a toast led by Mamo Kaneshiro: “Let’s toast to our first annual sakura hanami... Kampai!”

Academy and taiko with Ryukyu Kobudo Taiko for eight years. You can say Lynn is 
very passionate about Okinawan culture and performing arts.

Lynn believes that “the key to getting more young people interested in Okinawan 
culture is creating opportunities to actually travel to Okinawa and make connec-
tions with other young people. There is no substitute for experiencing everything 
face-to-face.” Lynn knows this firsthand from her numerous trips to Okinawa. Her 
first visit in 1990, where she attended the 1st Worldwide Uchinancu Taikai with her 
family, made a huge impression on her. While attending Castle High School, she par-
ticipated in the Hawaii-Okinawa High School Student Exchange Program and she 
returned again in 2002 on a research grant from Willamette University. The grant 
allowed Lynn to travel to Okinawa for four-and-a-half months to interview over 60 
local residents about their opinions of U.S. military presence.

Her trips as a student inspired her to study Japanese, and that language ability 
allowed her to go back to work in Okinawa. Lynn spent five years in Okinawa as the 
Coordinator for International Relations for the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) 
Program. She was very fortunate at get placed in Okinawa and even more fortunate 
to get placed in Nishihara Town where her great-grandparents were from! Lynn 
taught English at four local elementary schools and later was in charge of supervis-
ing all the other JET teachers in Okinawa. Lastly, she traveled to Okinawa two more 
times to participate in the 2009 Worldwide Karate and Kobudo Tournament and as 
a guide for the 5th Worldwide Uchinanchu Taikai.

For the future Lynn says, “I hope to stay involved with HUOA for the rest of my 
life. It was such a huge part of my father’s life and I know he would be proud of me 
today.” We are very thankful and fortunate to have Lynn as part of our HUOA ohana. 
We really look forward to seeing her grow as a leader in our community. Again, 
watch out because you don’t know when she is going to jump out of nowhere to 
welcome you with open arms!

When you go to any Okinawan event, 
be prepared because Lynn will jump 

out of nowhere to greet and welcome you 
with open arms! She is indeed someone who 
reaches out to everyone in and out of the 
Okinawan community. If you don’t know 
her, you will find out that she is outgoing, 
caring, gregarious and passionate. In many 
ways she is much like how her father was 
described, but as “Ms. Uchinanchu Aloha.”

Lynn Miyahira, 32, is the daughter of the 
late Wayne and Patricia Miyahira. She was 
born and raised in Hawaii where she gradu-
ated from Castle High School. Her family 
is affiliated with Gaza Yonagusuku Doshi Kai and Nishihara Cho-jin Kai. Lynn 
received a BA in Political Science with a minor in Japanese from Willamette University 
and an MBA from the University of Hawaii. She is currently the Marketing Director 
of UH Shidler College of Business and an Advisor for the HUOA Executive Council. 
Lynn has been very instrumental in her past couple years as an Advisor. Recently, she 
has co-chaired the HUOA Yuntaku Social Mixer, Community Outreach Picnic, and 
aided as a Japanese language translator for numerous events.

When she is not busy with work or HUOA, Lynn practices karate at the Nuuanu 
Shorinryu Karate Club. She also studied karate and kobudo in Okinawa under 
Katsuo Shiroma sensei. While living in Okinawa, she participated in multiple world 
karate and kobudo tournaments and won first place in 2006 at the Ryukyu Kobudo 
Hozon Shinko Kai, women’s Sai division. She has been studying karate for over 
14 years and is currently a 3rd degree black belt in both Matsubayashi-ryu karate 
and Ryukyu Kobudo. Lynn also studied dance for 12 years at the Nakasone Dance 

Sakura Blossoms at HOC

Niseeta Young Adult Spotlight
Lynn Miyahira: ‘Ms. Uchinanchu Aloha’

(L-R): Steve Arashiro, Mamo, Ron Miyashiro, Henry Isara, David Nakasone, George Nakasone and Jane Serikaku.
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Ishigaki Island dignitaries visiting Kauai to 
celebrate and reaffirm 50 years of our sister-
city relationship. They continue to work close-
ly with the Odori and Eisa dancers on Kauai to 
perpetuate Okinawan dance.

Notable out-of-town guests included 
Wesley Ueunten, Maui Kenjinkai president 
Jason Hondo, Todd Hondo, HUOA president 
George Bartels, Jr., and past president Cyrus 
Tamashiro.

Hui Alu would like to thank the many Hui 
Alu volunteers and organizations including 

the County of Kauai, Hui Alu dancers, Mitsuko Toguchi Sensei’s Ryusei Honryu 
Ryuko Kai, Hawaii Eisa Shinyuu Kai for helping with the Bon Odori, Kachashi and the 
Shishimai, and Koto Sensei Yasuko Arakawa and students of Aki No Kai.

By Gary Ueunten

The Kauai Okinawan Festival held at the Kauai Veteran’s Center on May 10 
and 11 celebrated Okinawan culture through song, dance, drumming, food 

and fellowship. Attendees were able to choose from a variety of delicious foods, 
including Andagi, Rafute, Champuru, Soba, Flying Saucers, Huli Chicken and Huli 
Pig. Entertainment included Sanshin, Daiko, Odori and Eisa performers from 

Kauai, supported 
by guests from 
Okinawa, California 
and Hawaii. 

A big highlight of 
this year’s festival 
was the 50th anniver-
sary and reaffirma-
tion of the sister-city 
relationship between 
the City of Ishigaki, 
Yaeyama Gunto, 
Ryukyu Island, and 
the County of Kauai, 
which was estab-
lished in 1963. On 

May 10, 2013, Kauai Mayor Bernard Carvalho, Jr., Mayor Yoshitaka Nakayama of 
the city of Ishigaki, and Kauai Council Chair Jay Furfaro signed a reaffirmation 
agreement. The signing also kicked off an exciting weekend celebrating Okinawan 
culture on Kauai.

The Kauai Sanshin group, Ryukyu Koten Afuso Ryu Ongaku Kenkyu Choichi 
Kai, Kauai, under the direction of Sensei Grant Sandaa Murata, has quickly grown 
over the past two years to a group of more than 20, including performers from 7 to 
70 years old. They were part of a special performance to welcome a contingent of 

RMD Performs on Kauai
By Melissa Ching

Planning began over two years ago and it was amazing to see how a tiny seed of 
inspiration grew into a whirlwind eight days, jam-packed with new experiences, 

new adventures, and new friends! Our Oahu members always look forward to the 
Kauai Okinawan Dance Festival. This year’s festival was even more special because 
the timing coincided with the 50th Anniversary Celebration of the Kauai-Ishigaki 
Sister Island relationship as well as our own “Yuigukuru – Hearts United” friendship 
recital. 

Ryukyukoku Matsuri Daiko’s (RMD’s) performance at the Dance Festival on 
Friday night was opened by Sensei Yasuko Arakawa of Aki no Kai who inspired the 

audience with her beautiful koto playing. She will be opening a new school on Kauai 
in the near future and I’m sure she gained some new students that evening! Next 
was the Iha Akira Minyo Kenkyusho, all the way from Uruma City, Okinawa. Several 
audience members com-
mented that it warmed 
their hearts to hear so 
many familiar songs 
sung so sincerely. We 
closed the performance 
with taiko performed 
by RMD members 
from Oahu, Kauai and 
the Big Island, as well 
as members all the way 
from our Headquarters 
in Okinawa and from 
Yaeyama! We were also 
honored to meet Mayor 

Nakayama of Ishigaki City that night. 
Saturday was “Rehearsal Day,” and our members practiced very hard to prepare 

for the next day’s recital. It was a great learning experience and we were happy to 
have the opportunity to work with our members from Headquarters and Yaeyama. 
We were also especially grateful for our parents’ support and the delicious lunch 
they prepared to help see us through the long day. 

The theme of Sunday’s recital was “Yuigukuru – Hearts United.” 結 ( yui) means “to 
tie or join” and 心 (gukuru or kokoro) means “heart”; this represents the strong bonds 
of friendship that were formed as we worked together and also the ongoing friend-
ship between our Kauai and Yaeyama groups now that they are sister-chapters. It 
was the first step toward Akemi-sensei’s dream of building a sister-chapter relation-
ship between each Hawaii chapter and one of our chapters in Okinawa. The recital 
opened with koto by Yasuko Arakawa-sensei of Aki no Kai. Steve Dulcé graciously 
served as the Master of Ceremonies, as he has for all our major recitals. Rieko Kamei 
and Mieko Sakihara of Yaeyama Buyou, Kinnou Ryu shared a traditional dance 
style passed down in Yaeyama. We were honored, once again, to be joined by the Iha 

Akira Minyo Kenkyusho 
as well as another group 
of special guest per-
formers from Okinawa, 
R EQUIOS. They 
planned to come to Oahu 
to perform at the Eisa 
Festival and when they 
heard that we would be 
having a friendship con-
cert on Kauai the next 
day, they wanted to help 
us celebrate with their 
powerful, energic Eisa 

Hui Alu’s Okinawan Festival On Kauai

A heartwarming homecoming for the Ueunten brothers who returned 
to Kauai to celebrate and work at the Kauai Okinawan festival: Wesley 
(Berkley, Calif.), Gary (only one living on Kauai), David (Honolulu) 

and Paul (San Jose, Calif).

Continued on Page 13 



12 Uchinanchu May/June 2013

introduction to the “birds and bees” but a slogan on a t-shirt. Other rites of pas-
sage—graduation, marriage, even his father’s death—never quite connect, like the 
time he wanted to reach out to his father in “Da Day I Forgot my Oriental Faddah 
had Polio,” but was left instead with self-doubt: “I nevah know if he heard wot I 
sed or if he only heard my hesitation.”

Oh, there is humor, like in 
“How fo’ be Mo’ Okinawan,” 
which contains suggestions 
such as: “Buy one cookbook,” 
or “Go Okinawan Festival” at 
least once a year. In “Culture 
Day,” the speaker tries to pass 
off Spam as “da kine MODERN 
Okinawan cuisine” since it is 
made of pork.

Oriental Faddah and Son 
works on many different lev-
els, including as “One Hawaii 
Okinawan Journal” from a Gen 
X cultural perspective, as in “Da 
Fort Street Musician,” when the 
writer rejects the opportunity 
to learn to play the sanshin from 
his Grandfather: “My Grandma 
toll him ‘Go teach, go teach.’ 
But my Grandpa sed ‘Ahh, him 
waste time. Poho if he no like 
learn.’”

But, ultimately, the role of 
the artist is not just to enter-
tain or to make us feel good. It 
is to prod, provoke and inspire 
us to look within and to explore 
those parts of our soul that we 
instinctively try to hide and 
protect, those places where our 
deepest feelings—and our most 
important cultural memories—
reside.

By baring his own, Tonouchi 
inspires us to do the same, for 
no one’s life is perfect, no mat-
ter how hard we wished it to 
be. With Buddhist-like fatal-
ism, Significant Moments in da 
Life of Oriental Faddah and Son: 
One Hawaii Okinawan Journal 
speaks to life’s suffering and 
tasks its readers with the challenge of overcoming the “shame” of our less than 
perfect existence.

Dat Tonouchi guy, da Pidgin Guerilla, he one scrappy buggah even though he 
no throw punch, li’dat. His sword is da words fo’ go fight da kine struggles dat 
peoples fight insai demselfs. Ass deep dat. Not bad fo’ one local Okinawan boy 
who talk Pidgin.

Grandma’s Question

Eh-rytime I stop by for see
My Grandma
She ax me
Da same question.

“Did you go grave?”

I try not for look guilty
When I tell her,
“Grandma,
I raddah spend my time
Visiting alive people…
Das why I always come visit
You.”

“So,”
she tell,
“when I ma-ke,
what?
Pau den,
Come see Grandma?”

— Lee A. Tonouchi

By Arnold Hiura

Look closely at the cover of Lee A. Tonouchi’s recent work, Significant Moments in 
da Life of Oriental Faddah and Son. There, below the author’s name, lies the book’s 

intriguing subtitle: One Hawai‘ i Okinawan Journal.
For the past one dozen years or more, Tonouchi has been hard at work building 

an impressive literary reputation as both a writer and an outspoken advocate of 
Pidgin English. Known as “Da Pidgin Guerrilla,” Tonouchi has blazed his own trail 
via a series of hip, humorous and insightful works such as Da Word (2001), Living 
Pidgin: Contemplations on Pidgin Culture (2002), and Da Kine Dictionary: Da Hawai’i 
Community Pidgin Dictionary Projeck (2005). He edited Buss Laugh: Stand Up Poetry 
from Hawai‘ i (2009) and several issues of a literary journal that he co-founded called 
Hybolics. His play, Three Year Swim Club, was produced by the Honolulu Theatre 

for Youth (2010), while 
Kumu Kahua Theatre 
has staged Gone Feeshing 
(2004), Living Pidgin 
(2007), and Da Kine Space 
(2011).

In the process, 
Tonouchi has garnered 
numerous awards and 
has helped to spotlight 
local literature on the 
national stage. Oriental 
Faddah and Son recently 
garnered the national 
Association for Asian 
American Studies’ top 
book award, and the East 
West Players production 
of Three Year Swim Club 
was a Los Angeles Times 
Critics Choice selection. 
He has been featured in 
publications as diverse 
as The Wall Street Journal, 
Ryukyu Shimpo newspa-
per, and trendy Giant 
Robot magazine.

A “guerrilla” by defi-
nition is a warrior with 
a cause and in Oriental 
Faddah and Son Tonouchi 
indeed continues to 
wield the sword that he 
raised in Pidgin’s cause. 
This time, he whets 
the second edge of that 
sword on behalf of his 
Okinawan identity and 
culture.

Tonouchi is pure, 
unabashed, 100 percent 
Okinawan yonsei—i.e. 
Uchinanchu on both sides 

of his family—and grew up especially close to his grandmothers Shizue Tonouchi 
and Kay Taira. And, while Tonouchi has written about his Okinawan heritage in 
the past, he makes it the overarching theme unifying this, his first book of poetry.

Make no mistake, this book is not just mildly Okinawan, it is deeply Okinawan—
with references to his Obaban’s tattooed hands, to eating pig parts and blood, to 
being the hairiest kid in class: “Aftah Star Wars comes out all da kids start calling 
me Chewbacca.”

Beloved for his animated Pidgin performances laced with humor, Tonouchi is 
much, much more than a jokester poking fun at his Okinawan propensity for pork 
and hairy arms. Collectively, the poems assembled in this book explore a deeply 
personal journey in which Tonouchi bares his most painful childhood memories, 
like having been a passenger in the tragic car accident many years ago that took 
his mother’s life. As the book’s title suggests, it was his widowed father, who was 
stricken with polio, who did his best to raise Lee as a single parent along with Lee’s 
grandparents. The book is dedicated to his father, who passed away in 2011 without 
ever seeing the completed book. “I neva even told him about it,” Tonouchi confides. 
“I figured I would show him when it came out…”

Don’t expect to find too many heartwarming father-son talks expressed 
throughout this collection, however, no luxurious, warm-and-fuzzy endings: “If 
he da Oriental Faddah den by genetics me, I da Oriental Son so both-a-us, two 
no can communicate.” Rather, the “Significant Moments” that the poet shares 
with his “Oriental Faddah” come and go with just the barest of acknowledgments. 
His moment of conception, the poet speculates, came down to a single grunt, his 

Tonouchi’s Significant Moments in da Life of Oriental Faddah and 
Son is an Artistic and Cultural Tour de Force

Lee has read from Significant Moments in da Life of Oriental 
Faddah and Son: One Hawai‘ i Okinawan Journal to Hui O 

Laulima members. The book was also sold at the last Okinawan 
Festival, with a percentage of the proceeds going to the HUOA 

capital campaign fund. It is currently available at the HOC gift shop 
for $14.95; $5 of each sale will be donated to the HUOA.

Lee teaches Maui Grandma (Tonouchi) on the left and Kaimuki Grandma (Taira) on the right to make 
“shaka” signs in this photo taken in 2000. Maui Grandma passed away last year.
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and awe-inspiring shishimai. RMD’s portion of the program featured a special focus 
on songs from Yaeyama and collaborations with singer Shinsaku Ikeda and singer-
songwriter Hidekatsu. Hidekatsu-san has also been a part of all of our major events 
and we were thrilled to have the opportunity to share the stage with him again. 

After the recital, we were happy to relax and talk story at the Uchiage (After Party). 
It was a great opportunity to thank Akemi-sensei and RMD Kauai Leader Kent 
Yamauchi for their hard work and leadership, as well as to recognize the many 
hands needed to put together an event of this magnitude. There were even some 
impromptu performances that had everyone up and out of their seats, in true 
Okinawan-style! 

On Monday, RMD Kauai treated us all to a tour of some of Kauai’s landmarks. We 
visited Spouting Horn, Waimea Canyon, Kokee Park and even had time for a quick 
visit to Kauai Coffee to perk everyone up for the flight to Oahu! Monday evening we 
had a delicious dinner at Asahi Grill followed by another impromptu minyo perfor-
mance and kachaashi with the Mijos! 

Tuesday was a quick Oahu tour with a visit to the Hitachi tree at the Moanalua 
Gardens, a visit to HOC, a stop at Dole Plantation, shave ice at Matsumoto’s and 
some of the North Shore’s famous shrimp! That evening we enjoyed dinner and a 
show at the Magic of Polynesia. 

Wednesday evening was the much-anticipated Aloha Beer Fest 2013 featuring 
performances by the Iha Akira Minyo Kenkyusho, Hidekatsu and RMD Hawaii. 
Thank you to everyone who attended and also to Steve Sombrero and the staff at 
Aloha Beer for making our event possible!

Thursday morning started off with a heart-warming performance at the Lanakila 
Senior Center. Many thanks to the ladies of the Nenchosha Club for the beautiful 
leis and yummy refreshments! Then it was off to Ala Moana Center for another per-
formance and some last minute omiyage shopping. 

Thursday evening was Tsudoi at Natsunoya. After a fantastic dinner, the enter-
tainment got off to a great start by the Nankurunaisa group who shared their many 
different talents, singing, odori and hula! Then we all enjoyed a minyo performance 
by the Iha Akira Minyo Kenkyusho followed by Hawaii Superstars: HUOA President 
George Bartels Jr., past HUOA President Cyrus Tamashiro, Karen Spinney and 
Michael Nakada of Hui Makaala!

Friday was a sad day as we saw the last of our Okinawan guests off at the air-
port. It’s hard to believe they were only here for a week…and that we were able 
to squeeze in so much in such a short amount of time! Although we had to go 
our separate ways, we made so many good memories together and we look for-
ward to staying in contact via Facebook and email. Let us always remain Hearts 
United – Yuigukuru.

Oroku Azajin Kai Leads Off 
Sunday Clean-up Crew
Our first HOC clean-up crew was made up of 14 members of Oroku Azajin Kai. 

These hardworking volunteers dedicated two hours on Sunday morning, April 
28, to give the restrooms a good scrub, making windows shine, sweeping/mopping 
the stage floor and backstage dressing rooms, cleaning the mezzanine and stair-
wells, and more.

The Ueharas brought their own power washers to clean the concrete entryway to 
the hall. We appreciate all of the elbow grease that they provided to make our Hawaii 
Okinawa Center look nice and clean.

Ippee Nifee Deebiru to you all!

Kanegusuku Sonjin Kai News
By Ed Kino, President

A total of 131 Kanegusuku Sonjin Kai members, family and guests—including 
visitors from the mainland and neighbor islands—celebrated the club’s 87th 

Anniversary at Masa’s Cafeteria on February 10 on the Lunar New Year day.
Recognized were 90-year-olds Mr. Kiichi Oshiro (92), Mrs. Kameyo Yamauchi, 

mother of Treasurer Roy Yamauchi who celebrated her Kajimaya (97) the night 
before, and Mrs. Shizue Kino (99), mother of club president, Ed Kino.

Kimi Ogata, her mother and classmates made balloon sculptures for the children 
and adults. Members were amused with the Shishi mai performance courtesy of 
Calvin Nakama. Kanegusuku’s Grant “Sandaa” Murata of Afuso Ryu Gensei Kai 
entertained the audience as he has done for the past 16 years, with dance perfor-
mances by Yoshiko Nakasone sensei’s daughters. Kanegusuku’s Yoshiko Ishiki sang 
Kanayo.

The evening of food, pupu, desserts and drinks ended with door prizes and 
Kachashi led by Yoshiko Ishiki and two cute tiny tots from the Kameyo Yamauchi 
family.

Ginowan Shijin Kai News
By Jane Nakamura

Summer is here! The Ginowan Shijin Kai picnic will be held on August 4, 2013, 
at Ala Moana Park, at the usual place close to the walkways over the canal. Aza’s 

Uchidomari, Nodake and Kakazu have been planning all year to make this another 
unforgettable day with shave ice, games and prizes! There will be something for 
everyone. Sharlene and Keith Shimada and their ohana have planned original and 
fun games for all age categories: Big Foot Race, Pipeline game, Tunnels, and many 
others. One game requiring full teamwork is to see who can build the tallest free-
standing tower of foam discs the fastest. Additional activities include Guessing 
Games, Face Painting, Tattoos, Bead Crafts, Foam Visor and Doorknob decorating.

Lunch is potluck, so use your Ginowan anniversary cookbook or your favorite 
recipe to bring a dish to share. Punch, water, paper goods will be provided. Okinawa 
Festival scrips, Ginowan logo t-shirts, and aprons will be available for purchase. Pay 
your dues if you haven’t done so this year.

Sign up to help at the Okinawan Festival, which will be held August 31 and 
September 1, 2013. Tasks include setting up and cleaning up, mixing dough, and 

cooking andagi. It is a lot of work, but also fun to mingle while working. For addi-
tional scrip contact your aza representative or Robbie Umeno. The club earns a 
percentage of sales, which helps us support our programs.

Other news: Patrick Miyashiro did a great job co-chairing another successful 
Evening Craft Fair in December. Other Ginowan members helped with other tasks 
such as preparing supper for the volunteers, entertaining andagi making. 

HUOA President George Bartels, Jr., is a Ginowan club member and we hope to 
have good representation on the HUOA Study Tour, October 4-14, 2013. Contact 
N&K Travel Service for further information and reservations.

Ginowan officers (L-R): Recording Secretary Sandra Nishimoto; President Ellen Higa; Vice President 
Roberta Umeno; and Treasurer Alan Kunihisa. Missing: Corresponding Secretary June Zakimi.

Bottom row (L-R):  Doris Sheppard, Ethel Teruya, Valerie Teruya, Alice Masutani;  Second 
row (L-R):  Alex Teruya, Rosemarie Love, Betsy Ebesu, Beverly Taira, Lily Higuchi, Dexter Teruya;  

Last row (L-R):  Galen Teruya, Alison Ebesu, Francis Kaneshiro, Cary Uehara, Kirk Uehara.

This is Your Newsletter
Please send us your club news items and photos.    

Email us at info@huoa.org  Mahalo!

RMD Performs (continued from Page 11)
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Les Tamashiro accepts the Governor’s Championship Bowl for his brother, Kent, from Blake Oshiro, 
Deputy Chief of Staff representing Governor Abercrombie.  

Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai captured the Inamine Cup!  (L-R): Tamashiro brothers – Les, Nelson, Wayne and Ricky; HUOA President George Bartels; 
Kristine and Jon Lindstrom, Katrina Higa, Gary Higa, Paul Uyehara and Lester Higa.

Ethan Finau, only 12 years old, won the Mayor’s Bowl with a total net score of 125!  Congratulating 
Ethan are HUOA President George Bartels, Jr. and tournament co-chair Neal Takara.

HUOA Invitational 
Golf Tournament Results

(Top three finishers in each flight) 

Tournament Champion: Kent Tamashiro Sat - Sun  Low Gross
Kent Tamashiro (Won Playoff)     74 - 73  147
Nick Matsushima            73 - 74  147
Robert Nakagawa             73 - 74  147

Championship Flight: Handicap 0-9   Sat - Sun Low Net
1. Calvin Shiroma            66 - 70  136
2. Kent Tamashiro            70 - 69  139
3. Robert Nakagawa           70 - 71  141

“A” Flight: Handicap 10-19        Sat - Sun Low Net
1. Collin Saito              69 - 66  135
2. Eric Kaneshiro             70 - 69  139
3. Dennis Sanada             68 - 71  139

“B” Flight: Handicap 20-30        Sat - Sun Low Net
1. Ethan Finau              63 - 62  125
2. Hilton Lau               70 - 69  139
3. Jay Higa                 75 - 67  142

Seniors’ Flight: Handicap 0-30      Sat - Sun Low Net
1. Harold Yoshizaki           68 - 69  137
2. Randy Teruya             73 - 72  145
3. Melvin Kaneshiro           76 - 69  145

Super Seniors’ Flight: Handicap 0-30      Sun Low Net
1. Henry Arakaki                58  58
2. Paul Uyehara                 69  69
3. Irene Pritchard                84  84

Women’s Flight: Handicap 0-38      Sat - Sun Low Net
1. Jackie Toya (Match Card)       69 - 69  138
2. Katrina Higa              68 - 70  138
3. Susan Shimotsu            71 - 75  146

Guest Flight: Handicap 0-30        Sat - Sun Low Net
1. Robyn Mcknight            63 - 67  130
2. Jonathan Sanchez           65 - 74  139
3. Cheyne Nakata             65 - 76  141

Sports 
Corner

Continued on Page 15
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Okinawan Proverb 
Selected by the Uchinaaguchi Class
Instructor: Kyoko Hijirida sensei

 Duu　 tabutookee,　 jin　 tabutooshi 　tu 　yinumun
どぅー たぶとーけー、じんたぶとーし とぅ うぃぬむん

English equivalent: Having good health is akin to 
having great wealth. By preserving one’s health, one 
will preserve the need to spend on remedies. 

English proverb: Health is a jewel.

けんこう ざいさん

Japanese proverb: 健康は　おおきな 財産である。

(Health is great riches.)

Ikehara Rolls A Perfect 300 
Game!
What did it feel like when you had eight strikes in a row and you’re up on the 

9th frame hoping for another strike? Brian Ikehara said it was a lonely feeling 
on the approach… he looked to his left and then to his right and absolutely no one 
was in vision and it was eerily quiet. Of course, Brian’s fellow bowlers in the Hawaii 
United Okinawa Mixed Handicap Bowling League all silently cheered him on, but 
with no chatter and no laughter that would distract him. This was the code or eti-

quette that all bowlers observe when someone is lining up those strikes. But, the 
thunderous cheering and clapping followed Brian’s 9th strike and then three more 
on his 10th frame….a perfect 300 game! 

Brian was beyond belief, especially since he had just started bowling in September 
2012 when he began bowling as a member of Kin Chojin Kai’s team in the HUOA 
Mixed Handicap League. He doesn’t bowl in any other league and practices “once 
in awhile.” An active member of his club, Brian serves as the vice president of Kin 
Chojin Kai and has been working in the Yakitori Booth at the Okinawan Festival for 
several years with a group of friends that he has recruited.

Congratulations, Brian!

One of the greatest supporters of the HUOA Golf tournament, Bob Tanaka (left), congratulates lucky 
golfers in each division for hitting Closest to the Pin.

Uchinaa-guchi (Okinawan language) 
Word of the Month
May
firee-yashi•i, n. A good mixer; a jolly fellow; a 
person who gets along well with others.

June
ashibi-jura•san, adj. [<...+chura•san] Being good 
at performing arts such as singing, dancing, and 
drama.
(Excerpted, with permission, from the Okinawan-English Wordbook, by Mitsugu 
Sakihara, edited by Stewart Curry, University of Hawaii Press, Honolulu, 2006)

Student Exchange to Okinawa

Final Standings for 2013 HUOA 
Mixed Volleyball League

Open - Division
League Champion - Urasoe
2nd place - Hui Makaala 1

A - Division
Champion - Kochinda
2nd place - Katsuren

B - Division
Champion - Kin 1
2nd place - Aza Gushikawa 3

Taking a quick break and admiring the beauty of Pali Golf course with HUOA Club banners 
waving in the breeze are our perpetual volunteers at the golf registration and scorers table: (R-L): 

Ethel Kawahara, Sandy Yanagi, Frances Kaneshiro, Terry Goya, Renette Nakasone and Stephanie 
Katayama. Too shy to jump in the photo is Joan Gushiken, our key volunteer who serves as 

secretary-treasurer and wears many other hats.

Continued from Page 14

HUOA Invitational Golf Tournament

Consolation Bracket Winners
Open Division

Ginowan

A - Division
Aza Gushikawa 1

B - Division
Oroku

more Sports News

Escorted by Stacy Kawamura Sensei (left) and Tom Yamamoto Sensei (right), 12 high 
school students from Aiea, Castle, Hanalani, Leilehua, Mililani and Moanalua High Schools 

anxiously look forward to two weeks of homestay experience in Okinawa with their host 
students and families.



July

 4    INDEPENDENCE DAY-Office closed

 4    Kansha no Kariyushi, 10am, HOC

 9    General Festival Committee meeting, 7pm, HOC

10    Administration Committee meeting, 7pm, HOC
     Executive Council meeting, 8pm, HOC

18    Club Development & Member Sustainment Committee   
     meeting, 7pm, HOC

24    Okinawan Festival Food Committee meeting, 7pm, HOC

30    Board of Directors meeting, 7pm, HOC

August

 6    HUOA Cooking Class at HOC 

13    General Festival & Okinawan Festival Food Committee   
     meeting, 7pm, HOC

14    Administration Committee meeting, 7pm, HOC
     Executive Council meeting, 8pm, HOC

15    Club Development & Member Sustainment Committee   
     meeting, 7pm, HOC

28    Okinawan Festival Food Committee meeting, 7pm

Classes • Other Meetings at Hawaii Okinawa Center:
HUOA Sanshin:  every Thursday, 7pm* 
Ichigo ichi e  June 13 & June 27, July 18 , no class on July 4th
Ikebana:  3rd Wednesday, 7pm*
Karaoke nite:  3rd Tuesday, 6:30pm*
Kobudo Taiko:  every Monday, 7pm, contact Calvin Nakama 224-7374
Monday Crafters: every Monday, 9am*
Okinawan Genealogical Society meeting: 3rd Saturday, 9am* 
Uchinaaguchi: every 4th Thursday, 7pm*

*for more information, please call 676-5400
**Subject to Change** (entries as of 4/15/13)

Call 677-7744 or visit www.acateredexperience.com for menus and more information.

Choose from an assortment of menus that can be customized to fit your needs and budget.
Popular Hawaiian & Local Style menus  •  Prime Rib Buffets

Create your own menu for any occasion!  •  Party Platters for pick-up  •  Onsite deliveries
Discounts available for HUOA Club Members.

As the exclusive caterers to the Legacy Ballroom at the Hawaii Okinawa Center,
we enhance the beauty of the venue with a colorful menu for your guests to enjoy.

Our television shows premiere on the first and third Mondays of 
each month at 7 p.m. on Olelo Community Media Channel NATV 53 
(Oceanic). The shows repeat on following Saturdays at 5 p.m., except on 
any fifth Saturday of the month (such as August 31).

 All Olelo shows are also streamed live on the Internet at www.olelo.org. 
Some of our latest shows are available on-demand on the same website 
at: What’s On – OleloNet Video On Demand – Culture and Ethnic.

JULY 1, MONDAY, 7PM/JULY 6 & 13, SATURDAY, 5PM –
Show Five of the 30th Okinawan Festival held at Kapiolani Park on 
September 1 and 2, 2012. This episode features sanshin playing of 
Shinsato Shosei Kai, drums of the Hawaii Taiko Kai, and sanshin of the 
Nidaime Teishin Kai Hawaii Shibu and the HUOA Sanshin Class.

JULY 15, MONDAY, 7PM/JULY 20 & 27 AND AUGUST 3, SATURDAY, 
5PM –
Part One of “Ryujin ni Mau (Dance to the Dragon God)” by Hooge Ryu 
Hana Nuuzi no Kai, Nakasone Dance Academy, at the Neal S. Blaisdell 
Concert Hall on October 20, 2012.

 AUGUST 5, MONDAY, 7PM/AUGUST 10 & 17, SATURDAY, 5PM –
Show Six of the 30th Okinawan Festival held at Kapiolani Park on 
September 1 and 2, 2012. This episode features Okinawan dancing of 
the Jimpu Kai USA, Kin Ryosho Ryukyu Geino Kenkyusho and the com-
bined performance of Okinawa’s Suguru Ikeda, Okinawa’s Naha Daiko 
and Chinagu Eisa Hawaii.

 AUGUST 19, MONDAY, 7PM/AUGUST 24, SATURDAY, 5PM –
Part Two of “Ryujin ni Mau (Dance to the Dragon God)” by Hooge Ryu 
Hana Nuuzi no Kai, Nakasone Dance Academy, at the Neal S. Blaisdell 
Concert Hall on October 20, 2012.   [NOTE: There is no show on the 
fifth Saturday of the month, August 31. So this show repeats only once.]


