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63rd HUOA Installation & Uchinanchu of the Year Celebration
By Arnold Hiura

Installation photos on page 1 by David Shimabukuro

The HUOA’s annual Installation of Officers and Uchinanchu of the Year 
Celebration is a model of planning and efficiency. How else can you describe the 

task of welcoming over 800 guests, installing an entire slate of officers and advisors, 
recognizing 41 outstanding Uchinanchu of the Year, honoring the lifetime accom-
plishments of several key cultural and community leaders, delivering a number of 
speeches by dignitaries, passing out championship trophies in four sports, serving 
a multi-course luncheon buffet, and offering a diverse and entertaining program of 
music and dance—all this and more in one seamless event?

This year’s banquet, held January 12 at the Hawaii Okinawa Center, again man-
aged to do all of the above. From the opening “Call to Celebration” to the exuberant 
closing kachashi, this year’s 63rd Installation and Uchinanchu of the Year Celebration 
again demonstrated the HUOA’s remarkable ability to pull off big events.

Of course, simply racing through a program in itself does not make for a very 
meaningful event. This one, however, was memorable for many reasons, not the 

least of which was the impressive 
quality and diversity of each of the 
program’s parts. And while it is 
difficult to describe all that took 
place, some of the event’s highlights 
included:

 Entertainment. Chinagu Eisa 
Hawaii set the tone for the entire 
event with its dynamic opening 
“Call to Celebration”—a multi-layered, 
multi-generational performance 
featuring older performers blend-
ed with young ones. Later, mem-
bers of Hoogé Ryu Hana Nuuzi 
no Kai Nakasone Dance Academy, 
under the direction of Sensei Lynne 
Yoshiko Nakasone, displayed classic 

Okinawan form and artistry. The popular shishimai performance demonstrated great 
athleticism, and, continuing the tradition set by outgoing HUOA President Cyrus 
Tamashiro, incoming President George Bartels, Jr. and his ohana displayed their 
truly impressive musical talents.

Excellence. This year, some 41 individuals representing 33 HUOA clubs were rec-
ognized as Uchinanchu of the Year. These individuals also reflected the diversity of 
HUOA’s membership, including men and women; husbands, wives and siblings; old 
and young; and a rich blend of ethnicities. They were recognized for their outstand-
ing contributions to their respective clubs and have rightfully been described as “the 
heart and soul” of the HUOA.

This year, three indi-
viduals who achieved 
extraordinary recogni-
tion outside of Hawaii 
were also honored: 
Robert Nakasone, 
who was conferred the 
Imperial Award, Order 
of the Rising Sun, Gold 
and Silver Rays by the 
government of Japan; 
Sensei Lynne Yoshiko 
Nakasone, on her des-
ignation as a National 
Endowment for the 
Arts (NEA) National 
Heritage Fellow; and 

Sensei Mitsuko Toguchi Nakasone, who received the Nihon Bunka Shinkou Kai, 
Highest International Cultural Award.

Not to be overlooked are the champions of each HUOA-sponsored sports league 

2013 Executive Council: (Seated, L-R): Asst. Executive Secretary Sandra Yanagi, Executive 
Secretary Terry Goya, President-elect Chris Shimabukuro, President George Bartels, Jr., Vice Presidents 

David Jones and Mark Higa, Asst. Treasurer Stephanie Katayama. (Standing, L-R): Advisor Ford 
Chinen, Immediate Past President Cyrus Tamashiro, Advisor Lynn Miyahira, Treasurer Norman 

Nakasone. (Missing): Vice President Valerie Kato, Japanese Language Secretary Kumiko Yabe, 
Advisors:  David Arakawa, Paul Komeiji, Gail Haraguchi and Curt Otaguro.

(L-R): George Bartels, Jr., Mitsuko Toguchi Nakasone Sensei, Lynne 
Yoshiko Nakasone Sensei, Robert Nakasone, and Cyrus Tamashiro.

Incoming HUOA President George Bartels, Jr. (left) 
accepts gavel from outgoing President Cyrus Tamashiro.
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Many distinguished honors have been bestowed 
upon the late Senator Daniel K. Inouye by 

everyone from powerful leaders of state to proud 
fellow veterans. And while there will never be words 
to adequately convey what Senator Inouye meant 
to our community, state and country, we would 
be remiss if we the members of the Hawaii United 
Okinawa Association did not add our humble but 
heartfelt expression of admiration and gratitude 
for his remarkable life and contributions.

 Many of us hold some memory of the Senator close to our hearts—some 
personal, some public. As a group, we all know that the Senator was very 
supportive of the HUOA, having attended the Okinawan Festival, activities 
at the Hawaii Okinawa Center, and even events in Okinawa over his long 
and distinguished career.

What made these occasions even more meaningful, however, was the 
sense that the Senator’s participation was never merely ceremonial or oblig-
atory. All one had to do was look into his eyes and listen to the conviction in 
his voice to know that he knew the history, he appreciated the culture, and 
he truly loved the Okinawan community.

Beyond these cultural connections, there was not an aspect of our lives 
that Senator Inouye did not touch. So pervasive was his presence, that he 
left his imprint not just on our government, our national security, our 
civil rights, education and our economy—but by example he even elevated 
our sense of self as well. We will likely 
never know another of the Senator’s 
stature and we are privileged to say 
that we have known him in our life-
time.

It is said that the final word from the 
Senator’s lips was “Aloha.” It is with 
the utmost respect and admiration 
that we bid him:   “Ichimadin, kukuru 
kumiti, ippee nifee deebiru (with heartfelt 
appreciation forever).”

Ukazi Deebiru – Because of You, is not only the theme for 2013, but 
my way of being able to recognize, congratulate and thank 
the 41 Uchinanchu of the Year honorees for 2012 that were 

recognized for their service, dedication and contributions to their 
respective clubs, the HUOA, and the community. Each of the honorees 
has spent innumerable hours sharing their Uchinanchu Spirit with us.

Thank you to 2012 President Cyrus Tamashiro for his great 
leadership, business sense, and statesmanship. Throughout 2012, Cyrus 
worked tirelessly to build stronger relationships with the 49 member 
clubs and the geino community by encouraging us to Nourish Our 
Spirit! We are in a better position in 2013 because of his efforts and the 
efforts of the 2012 Executive Committee. Ukazi Deebiru – Because of You!

In 2011, under the leadership of 2011 President Norman Nakasone, 
the groundwork was laid for the installation of the photovoltaic panels 
which were installed in 2012 together with the recoating of the roof of 
the Teruya Building. That was just the beginning of our much-needed 
renovation project. Also in 2012, the central air conditioning chiller was 
replaced and the air-handling unit repaired. We’ve already started off 
2013 on a bright and ambitious note with the lighting retrofit project 
spearheaded by Glen Matsuda and skilled HUOA volunteers who 
replaced the obsolete lighting with updated energy efficient lighting 
throughout the facility. Ukazi Deebiru – Because of You!

There is something happening at the HOC almost every day. 
But, without the countless volunteers 
and hours contributed to the daily 
maintenance of the center, it would 
not gleam as graciously as it does. 
Because of your efforts, the HOC 
always readily awaits our visitors and 
sparkles. 

We would not be able to 
accommodate all of the requests 
and programs from Okinawa and 
Hawaii without the coordination 
and leadership of Executive Director 
Jane Serikaku and the HUOA staff. 
In addition to coordinating the 
weekly maintenance of our center 
by our volunteers, Jane and the staff 
coordinate the student exchange 

program, the two craft fairs and Senior Fair and fulfill the many 
requests  from  Okinawa, and most importantly are always there for our 
members and guests from Okinawa. Ukazi Deebiru – Because of You!

In 2006, there was a vision to purchase the land across the street 
and develop a commercial property that would help subsidize the 
expenses of operating the center and our programs. In December 2012, 
the Hawaii Okinawa Plaza project was able to pay off the loan that was 
incurred to purchase the land. This now allows us to move forward 
and take the next step of resurrecting the first of two buildings on that 
property. With your support, and Uchinanchu Spirit, this investment will 
help make HUOA sustainable for years to come.

We must continue to support the Okinawan arts, because the 
younger generations are yearning to dance, sing, pluck and drum to 
the music of Okinawa. We are fortunate to have such dedicated and 
accomplished teachers who are willing to share the Okinawan culture 
with the eager students. Each year, with much planning and hard work, 
we are able to put together the Okinawan Festival. Through the Festival, 
we are able to highlight our culinary delights, showcase the talents of 
our academies and introduce the Uchinanchu Spirit to many that join 
us during the two-day event. A’ohe hana nui ka alu’ia – No task is too big 
when done together. Please join us at this year’s Okinawan Festival on 
August 31 and September 1, 2013. Working with your respective clubs 
is most rewarding when multiple generations work hand in hand. Ukazi 
Deebiru – Because of You! 

Your 2013 HUOA officers, advisors and club representatives, many 
of whom have served in previous years are willing to serve another term 
because of you! Ukazi Deebiru. We each have different backgrounds, 
talents and skills, but the magic begins when this group collaboratively 
works together on a project, as a team, A’ohe hana nui ka alu’ia. I am 
looking forward to an exciting and productive year. Ukazi Deebiru!

President’s Message
By George Bartels, Jr.

Ukazi Deebiru – Because of You!

“The HUOA 
theme for 
the year is 

Ukazi Deebiru 
– Because of 

You!”

Uchinanchu is our voice — the voice of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association, 
its members, and the “home” we all built together, the Hawaii Okinawa Center.  By 
sharing information and experiences, Uchinanchu keeps us connected as a family, 
dedicated to preserving, sharing and perpetuating our Okinawan cultural heritage.

Every dollar donated — along with the valuable income from advertising  - helps 
offset the cost of publishing Uchinanchu.  HUOA sends a sincere ippee nifee deebiru 
to the following donors.  Mahalo for keeping Uchinanchu alive and thriving.

UCHINANCHU
Ippee Nifee Deebiru... Mahalo!

Uchinanchu Donors December 1 to January 31, 2013.

Kazuko Kinjo
Jodie Mattos
Mitsuko Miyashiro
Warren S. Miyashiro
Stanley & Mitsuko Nakamura
Thomas M. Nishimura
James M. & Lillian 
Shimabukuro
Edwin N. & Hope 
Shimabukuro
Kenny Shimabukuro
Gerald & Eileen Soneda
Karen Tamanaha
Duane Taniguchi
Evelyn M. Tengan
Harry & JoAnn Tome
Buster Toyama
Shizuye Uehara
Janet Umemoto
Hikoharu Uyesato
Harold & Elsie Yonamine
Grace Zukeran
In Memory of Kiyoshi Miyahira 

by Robert Y. Miyahira

Hiroshi Akamine
George & Eleanore H. Arakaki
Jerry Arakawa
Hatsue Asato
Shigeo Asato
Ed & May Asato
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth K. Doi
Flo Fernandez
Dan N. Fong
Cliff Gusukuma
Masanobu Gusukuma
Frederick Higa
Isamu Higa
Patsy Higa
Gene S. Higa
Carol Hirashiki
Anonymous
Maizy Okuhama Howell
Marian Iha
Dennis K. Ikehara
Donald Ishiara
Kenneth Y. Kaneshiro
Betty Kaneshiro
Mamoru & Ethel Kawahara
Grace Kikuyama

UCHINANCHU
Uchinanchu is the newsletter of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association. 
Although subject to change, issues will be published bi-monthly. Volunteer 
writers are welcome. Send your name, address and telephone number to 
Uchinanchu Newsletter, Hawaii United Okinawa Association, 94-587 
Ukee St., Waipahu, Hawaii 96797. E-mail articles to huoa@huoa.org. 
Uchinanchu reserves the right to edit all material for clarity and accuracy.

HUOA President • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  George Bartels, Jr.
Executive Director • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  Jane F. Serikaku
Editorial/Production Services • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  MBFT Media

ADVERTISING INFORMATION
Uchinanchu reaches over 9,700 households. For advertising rates and 
more information, contact us at:

Tel: (808) 676-5400  – Email: huoa@huoa.org   –  www.huoa.org

Thank You 
Senator Daniel K. Inouye

September 7, 1924 – December 17, 2012
2013

HUOA Study Tour to Okinawa
October 3–14

Join President George Bartels, Jr. on an 
exciting tour of Okinawa! 

You will have the opportunity to witness the Grand 
Naha Matsuri Parade on Kokusai Doori, the famous 

Naha Tsunahiki (Tug of War), and the huge Naha 
Matsuri Festival with food booths and Okinawan 

products at Onoyama Park. This is the festival that 
inspired our HUOA leaders to return to Hawaii and 
create the now 30-year-old Okinawan Festival, the 

largest ethnic festival in Hawaii.

You will have “hands-on” experiences at the Ryukyu 
Glass Factory in Nago and at Gyokusendo, as well 
as many opportunities to learn about the history 

and culture of Okinawa, not to mention discovering 
how delicious goya champuru and many other 

Okinawan specialties are.

Call Nadine Shimabukuro at 
N&K Travel Service, Inc. at 739-9010 to sign up for 

this exciting tour.  When the itinerary has been finalized, it will 
be posted on our website:  www.huoa.org.
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(bowling, golf, softball and volleyball). More than mere fun, the success of HUOA’s intramural sports program helps to foster 
camaraderie and cohesion amongst members and speaks to the kind of youthful energy that exists within the organization.

Vision. Not only has the HUOA managed to project a vision for its future, but it has also shown that it knows how to achieve 
its long-term goals. The organization’s leaders reported on major infrastructure improvements at the HOC—facilities repair 
and upgrades—many of which were accomplished at no or greatly reduced cost thanks to the help of volunteers.

One of the day’s biggest cheers arose when Blake Oshiro, Governor Neil Abercrombie’s chief of staff, announced that the 
Governor had released $400,000 in grant-in-aid funding to the HUOA. Honolulu Mayor Kirk Caldwell personally addressed 
the crowd and assured the audience that the City would take prompt action once the HUOA’s plaza project enters the permit-
ting stage.

Leadership. As U.S. District Court Judge Leslie E. Kobayashi presided over the swearing in of incoming President George 
Bartels, Jr., his executive council and advisors, one longtime observer smiled and said, “We are very fortunate… In recent years 
we’ve had so many excellent young and talented people who are willing to step up and lead the HUOA… We’re in good hands.”

If there are exceptions to be made to the HUOA’s high-efficiency rule, it occurs when incoming presidents opt to leave 
his or her unique stamp on the proceedings. Such unscripted moments no doubt throw a wrench into the efforts of event 
Chairperson Gene Kaneshiro and HUOA Executive Director Jane Serikaku to keep things running on time. However, these 
impromptu moments also provide some of the most telling moments in the day’s proceedings.

This year, Incoming President George Bartels, Jr. broke from the schedule in order to present gifts, including floral bouquets 
to his aunts, and dedicated time to remember and thank those who guided his journey to the presidency of the HUOA. Ukaji 
Deebiru, he explained. “Because of you.”

In the end, it is evident that this event is not just meant to install officers and honor Uchinanchu of the Year. It is in its total-
ity an annual rite of renewal for the HUOA.

Installation photos on this page by David Shimabukuro and Eloise Hiura 
Hawaii United Okinawa Association

2013 Uchinanchu of the Year H onorees
Club Name.............................................................................................. Honoree(s)

ɶɶ Aza Gushikawa Doshi Kai............................................................................................. Ellen Ishikawa
ɶɶ Aza Yogi Doshi Kai..................................................................................................Cathy-Ann Tanaka
ɶɶ Chatan-Kadena Chojin Kai....................................................................................................Patsy Koki
ɶɶ Gaza Yonagusuku Doshi Kai.........................................................................................Lynn Shiroma
ɶɶ Ginowan Shijin Kai...................................................................................................Claire Matsumoto
ɶɶ Ginowan Shijin Kai............................................................................................................Wilma Ogimi
ɶɶ Ginoza Sonjin Kai...................................................................................Gary Tadashi Shimabukuro
ɶɶ Gushichan Sonjin Kai...............................................................................Cassie and Neil Nakagawa
ɶɶ Haebaru Club...................................................................................................................... Laura Takaki
ɶɶ Hawaii Sashiki-Chinen Doshi Kai.........................................................................Yoshiko Maeshiro
ɶɶ Hawaii-Shuri Naha Club...........................................................................Vernon and Aileen Omori
ɶɶ Hui Alu........................................................................................................................................Eric Agena
ɶɶ Hui Alu................................................................................................................................... Blaine Agena
ɶɶ Hui Makaala ........................................................................................................ Pamela E. Tamashiro
ɶɶ Hui O Laulima............................................................................................................................... Jean Ige
ɶɶ Hui O Laulima ..................................................................................................................Haruko Okita
ɶɶ Hui Okinawa.................................................................................................................Margaret Torigoe
ɶɶ Ishikawa Shijin Kai.....................................................................................................Robert Nakasone
ɶɶ Itoman Shijin Kai......................................................................................Nancy (Miyashiro) Kamiya
ɶɶ Kin Chojin Kai.........................................................................................Richard and Jocelyn Nakata
ɶɶ Kita Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai............................................................................................. Lorene Kim
ɶɶ Kuba Rosei Kai..........................................................................................Sadafumi and Norma Higa
ɶɶ Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai............................................................................................... Bob Yonahara
ɶɶ Nago Club....................................................................................................................................Kalei Seki
ɶɶ Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai.......................................................................................................Elise Miura
ɶɶ Nishihara Chojin Kai.................................................................................................Ronald Miyashiro
ɶɶ Okinawa City-Goeku Son..................................................................................... Judith Y. Morikami
ɶɶ Okinawa Genealogical Society of Hawaii..............................................................Tom Shimabuku
ɶɶ Oroku Azajin Kai...............................................................................................................Betsy Y. Ebesu
ɶɶ Osato Doshi Kai.................................................................................................................... Otome Atta
ɶɶ Tamagusuku Club.................................................................................Laverne Tokunaga-Tarumoto
ɶɶ Tomigusuku Sonjin Kai..............................................................................................Sandy Kaneshiro
ɶɶ Wahiawa Okinawa Kyoyu Kai....................................................................................David Nakasone
ɶɶ Yonashiro Chojin Kai..................................................................................................................Kiyo Irei
ɶɶ Yomitan Club................................................................................................... Morris and Ann Moribe
ɶɶ Young Okinawans of Hawaii.............................................................................................Shane Akagi 

Photo by: David Shimabukuro

63rd HUOA Installation (continued from Page 1)
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Have you ever heard about anti-war demonstrations in Okinawa? Or, why there is 
a loud voice advocating the removal of U.S. military bases from Okinawa? Or, 

why the Okinawans staged one of the largest kenmin taikai of more than 100,000 per-
sons in 2007 to protest the controversial entries and omissions of Japanese textbooks? 
More than 67 years have passed since the end of World War II, but to understand why 
Okinawans have such strong feelings against war is to realize what the civilians had 
to endure because of 
the Battle of Okinawa.

Okinawans today—
especially its youth—are 
taught about the Battle 
of Okinawa and the 
devastation and suffer-
ing that the people of 
Okinawa experienced. 
However, they are also 
encouraged to think 
about the meaning of 
peace and the impor-
tance to support it.

For more than 20 years, the Okinawa Prefectural Peace Memorial Museum in 
Itoman City has sponsored a contest for the youth of Okinawa. The contest is two-
fold. One part is the submission of posters advocating peace and the other focuses on 
original compositions of essays and poems.

Annually, the Museum receives more than 4,000 original compositions for the com-
petition and its committee selects about 100 posters and essays as winners each year. 
The winning selections are exhibited in five locations throughout Okinawa. This was 
the first occasion that the 2012 winners’ works also traveled overseas and lucky for our 
community, the venue selected was our home, the Hawaii Okinawa Center.

Mr. Hiroyuki Kunugi, curator from the Okinawa Prefectural Peace Memorial 
Museum, accompanied the exhibit for its showing from January 16 to 22. Mr. Kunugi 
gave three presentations in English on January 21. He explained the mission of the 
museum and emphasis made on the youth to be supporters of peace.

The artwork and literary composition of the youth were truly amazing because 
they reflected a deep knowledge of the tragedy of the Battle of Okinawa while convey-
ing a clear understanding and direction towards peace. Okinawans who experienced 
the war could be the most bitter and distressed people in the world. However, most 

remarkably, Okinawans in general can relate to the value of peace because they 
understand the meaning of “nuchi du takara – life is a treasure, life is precious” and as we 
are brothers and sisters who live in the same world, we must walk the enlighted path 
towards peace and harmony. This was the powerful content contained in the exhibit, 
Message of Peace from the Children of Okinawa.

The HUOA expresses its appreciation to Okinawa Prefecture, the Okinawa 
Prefectural Peace Memorial Museum, Mr. Hiroyuki Kunugi and the children of 
Okinawa for reaching out into the world with their message of peace. Also, the HUOA 
would like to convey a special Ippee Nifee Deebiru to Chick Takara for the loan of his spe-
cial displays without which we could not show the children’s fine original posters.

Ooh! That’s Bright!
Before the sun came up on a quiet holiday in January, electricians and their assis-

tants began working on a project that had been in the works since last year. You’ll 
notice it at your next event, especially if it is an evening event at Hawaii Okinawa 
Center. We call it our lighting retrofit project. Throughout the Center, the lights and 
lamps were switched out from the old original energy hogs to new energy efficient 
lights. The ballroom looks brighter with even white light. The outside walkway areas, 
the restrooms, office area, dressing rooms, and even the kitchen have a brighter, clearer 
environment.

This project was made possible thanks to many skilled men and women. The esti-
mated $45,000 project was completed within a $6,500 budget thanks to the generous 

time and labor 
donated by the 
volunteer elec-
tricians. HUOA 
paid for materi-
als only.

A great big 
Mahalo and Ippee 
Nifee Deebiru go 
out to the crew! 
Leading the 
group is Glenn 

Masuda, a member of Tomigusuku Sonjin Kai, who asked his colleagues for help –
William Gushi and Carl Oshiro (Tomigusuku Sonjin Kai), Mel Horimoto (Yomitan 
Club), Jimmy Mendonsa (Okinawa City - Goeku Son), Calvin Nakama (Gushikawa 
Shijin Kai), Tautiaga Faletoi, Douglas Zakabi and Carl Zakabi (Gushichan Sonjin 
Kai), and David Nakasone (Wahiawa Okinawa Kyoyu Kai). 

Additional helpers were called in to assist the electricians: Tim Oshiro (Tomigusuku 
Sonjin Kai), George Nakasone (Wahiawa Okinawa Kyoyu Kai), Mamo Kuniyoshi (Kin 
Chojin Kai), and HUOA President George Bartels Jr. In addition, Joan Gushiken 
(Hawaii Sashiki-Chinen Doshi Kai) and Gladys Higa (Tomigusuku Sonjin Kai) 
assisted as well.

If you see any one of these gentlemen and ladies around, please give them a warm 
mahalo. They spent about 20 hours working at HOC. We are proud of what our vol-
unteers can do and truly grateful for their support.

Members of the Okinawa Prefecture Government Assembly’s Economy and Labor 
Committee came to the Hawaii Okinawa Center to have a wonderful dinner and 
exchange with our HUOA leaders.

A Serendipitous Family Connection: 
Okinawa Prefecture Economy and 
Labor Committee Chair, Mr. Akira 
Uehara, was at the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center as a member of the Okinawa 
Prefectural Assembly’s visit. He was 
shocked, but very proud, to see his 
daughter Harumi’s essay on “The 
Battle of Okinawa that we must 
tell to the future” posted on the 
wall of the Serikaku Chaya as part 
of the Okinawa Prefectural Peace 
Memorial Museum exhibit.

Curator Hiroyuki Kunugi spent nine days in our Serikaku Chaya 
providing historic information and sharing peace messages by the 
children of Okinawa.

Okinawa Prefectural Peace Memorial Museum Brings Message 
to HOC

Mahalo Laura!
As the home of the Hawaii United 

Okinawa Association, there 
has never been a dull moment at 
the Hawaii Okinawa Center since 
our doors opened to the public in 
June 1990. The HUOA staff and its 
faithful volunteers have serviced the 
HUOA leadership and membership 
with its countless numbers of meet-
ings, activities and events. Likewise, 
the HUOA staff and volunteers have 
diligently cared for the HOC facility 
for more than two decades.

The HUOA is grateful to staff 
member Laura Nakasone, who served 
as our Executive Assistant since 2007. 
Laura fulfilled her tenure with her 
administrative work experiences and 
expertise in computer skills. Most 
importantly, however, Laura had an 
incredibly great rapport working with 
a team of volunteers in carrying out 
decisions and directives of various 
HUOA committees.

As the facility has aged, it has been 
a challenge to maintain the spick-
and-span, sparkle and shine that 
makes the HOC so jewel-like in the 
beholders’ eyes. Laura and a team of 
volunteers have carefully cared for 
our home.

Laura worked with Executive 
Director Jane Serikaku and other 
staff members in effectively working 
to cut costs for our non-profit orga-
nization. For many years, to save on 
expenses, the staff has taken turns 
preparing lunches for the weekly vol-
unteers who service the Center and 

Here is a special message from 
Laura Nakasone to all of you:

I am very proud of all the things we 
accomplished, including the revamp 

of the HUOA and Okinawan 
Festival websites, the Purple Blast 
e-newsletter, five successful Senior 

Fairs, improvements to Hawaii 
Okinawa Center, and, of course, 

the Okinawan Festival. What I will 
especially take with me is what I have 

learned from all of you—humility, 
respect, commitment and community, 

the power of teamwork and shared 
goals, and the Uchinanchu spirit. 

Thank you for teaching and sharing 
with me.

the HUOA. We, the staff and volunteers, will miss Laura’s home cooked meals that 
were served to the volunteers. Her menu reflected tasty dishes that were truly epicu-
rean delights. Oftentimes, she used vegetables grown in HOC’s garden for dishes, 
including her grandmother’s old-fashioned tsukemono.

It would truly take many pages of this newsletter to list and describe the tasks car-
ried out by our staff, and Laura was a sterling example of dedication and service to 
all. We take this opportunity to say Ippee Nifee Deebiru and best wishes in your new 
endeavors, Laura. We look forward to your participation in our activities as an avid 
HUOA volunteer!

HUOA Vacancy
HUOA is seeking an energetic person to 
serve as a Facilities and Communications/
Internet Specialist. This person will assist 
the Executive Director by coordinating 
the repair and maintenance program for 
the Hawaii Okinawa Center’s facilities and 
grounds. Duties will also include mainte-
nance of computer and internet systems as 
well as serving as the HUOA’s webmaster. 
For a description of the duties of this posi-
tion, requirements and how to apply go to 
the HUOA web page at www.huoa.org. 

Okinawa Assembly Members Visit HOC

Serendipitous Family Connection
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Our Supporters

Ikuyu Madin
Bridging from Generation to Generation - For Our Children!

A Capital Campaign of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association

Preserving Our Legacy2012 to 2013–Annual Fund Drive

The Hawaii United Okinawa Association would like to acknowledge all of the individuals, families, organizations and companies who have 
donated towards our annual giving program.  Our campaign, launched on November 19, 2012, has raised gifts totaling $109,105.00. To 
our 817 donors, thank you for your generous contributions and display of confidence in HUOA. We are truly grateful to your commitment 
to our culture. Ippee Nifee Deebiru!

Our list of donors below reflects gifts received from December 1, 2012 to January 31, 2013.

Continued on Page 10

A Truly Happy New Year
By Jon Itomura, Ikuyu Madin-Capital Campaign Chair

Happy New Year! Great news to kickoff this new year, the Ikuyu Madin Capital Campaign would like to announce that the Okinawa 
Plaza Land Loan has been paid in full and the Ukee Street property is owned free and clear by all of you (HUOA).

Back in 2005, the HUOA chose to seize the opportunity of a lifetime, to purchase the adjacent property so there would be a possibility 
for HUOA to have a self-sustaining revenue source. Thus, the journey to realize a dream is almost complete. 

Ippei Nihwee Debiru to the many individuals, family, friends and member clubs who have contributed significant time and money to 
make this dream come true. With the land purchase now behind us, we are embarking on an accelerated strategic financial plan to raise 
sufficient funds to complete construction of the first wing of the Okinawa Plaza by December 2015! In order to open the doors to the 
Okinawa Plaza in three years, your contributions are still needed to assist us with raising the final $5.5 million.

Due to concerns related to the current economy, the rising costs of maintaining and operating the Hawaii Okinawa Center and the 
dwindling annual donations, the construction of the Okinawa Plaza is scheduled to be completed by the end of the 2015. Our family and 
friends in Okinawa are kicking off a fund drive to assist our local fundraising efforts but if we do not raise the entire amount of necessary 
funds to complete construction by the middle of 2014, the remainder of the necessary funds will be provided through a low interest con-
struction loan to allow the construction to complete on time. Projected revenues from the Okinawa Plaza ensure that sufficient revenue 
will be generated to cover timely repayment of the loan and provide much needed funds to address ongoing maintenance and repair costs 
for the Hawaii Okinawa Center at the same time.

The time is now…to instill the spirit of “Yuimaru (Coming Together)” to breathe new life into the Ikuyu Madin Capital Campaign 
effort. The “Clubs” must take ownership and responsibility in this quest to bring financial stability and support for HUOA. The concept 
is simple… one spirit-one mind. The clubs are the HUOA…HUOA is a collection of all of the clubs. There is no line of separation between 
“HUOA” and 49 member clubs. Without our efforts, the Hawaii Okinawa Center will be lost and with no place to call home…perhaps 
HUOA will also cease to exist. 

To move forward, we must remain united. The purpose of pursuing this specific dream is to relieve members and future generations of 
the burden to personally sustain the Hawaii Okinawa Center. This is not a luxury add-on, this is an issue of survival. The Hawaii Okinawa 
Center arose 23 years ago as a result of a tremendous collective effort. We need to summon that same effort once again. Let’s support 
one another so that we can accomplish the goal of realizing the dream - that the Hawaii Okinawa Center will remain for all who follow 
in “our” footsteps to enjoy. 

Please join me and many others as we “Reinvigorate” this effort for the final push to construction. The Capital Campaign Committee 
is comprised of many professional volunteers who are continuing efforts to provide invaluable insight to assist with this effort. If anyone 
has any questions or would like to assist the Committee, please contact Committee Chair Jon Itomura or HUOA President George Bartels, 
Jr. at 676-5400. 

The time has come to move swiftly and earnestly to realize the dream of establishing a means to financially support the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center for future generations. 

Nancy Arsiga-Nakasone

Hui O Laulima

Ralph & Jean Ige

Nancy Kamiya	

Betsy Kaneshiro	

Rodney T. & Carol C. Kohagura

Lora Melman

Kenneth & Amy Mijo

Amy Miyamoto

Agnes Nakamatsu

Stanley K. Nakamura

Dennis Nakasone

George Nakasone

Jane Nakasone

Kenneth Nakasone

Mark Nakasone

Robert Nakasone

Ross Nakasone

Alben & Lynn Namihira

Bob & Nancy Okuda

The Prudential Foundation Matching 
Gifts Program for Jason Tokuda

Jane F. Serikaku

Chris Shimabukuro

James M. & Lillian Shimabukuro	

Takeo & Betty Y. Shimabukuro

Richard & Jane Takayesu	

Cyrus & Ann Tamashiro

George & Emeline Tamashiro

Louise Y. Tamashiro

Lee A. & Tracie Akiyama-Tonouchi

Dr. Sakae Uehara

Darryl & Linda Uezu	

Senki & Florence H. Uyeunten

Carl & Sandra Yanagi

Harold M. & Elsie A.Yonamine

In Honor of the Installation of George 
Bartels as HUOA President by Ellen 
Higa

In Memory of Kamesuke & Misao 
Kakazu by May Oshiro	

In Memory of Kamesuke & Misao 
Kakazu by Gordon Oshiro

In Memory of Kamesuke & Misao 
Kakazu by Bonnie Oshiro Tipton

In Memory of Soichi & Doris Kaneshiro 
by Charlotte Kaneshiro

In Memory of Helen Tamashiro by Koki 
Tamashiro

In Memory of Frederick Yogi by Kita 
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai	  

The Hawaii United Okinawa Association would like to acknowledge the individuals, families, organizations and companies who have 
donated or pledged to our Capital Campaign.  We are grateful for your support and the confidence you have displayed through your 
generous donation. Magukuru kara ippee nifee deebiru – from our hearts, thank you very much.

Donations listed below were received from December 1, 2012 to January 31, 2013.

PLATINUM ($2,500 to $4,999)	
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund
In Memory of James Y. Iha by Marian N. Iha
In Honor of my mother Tsuneko Taira by 

Mark Taira, King's Hawaiian

GOLD ($1,000 to $2,499)
H & U Inc - Sun Noodle - Hidehito Uki 

Ryokichi Higashionna
George & Shirley Kaneshiro	
A. Miyashiro
Yusei & Elaine Tasato
In Memory of Dr. Benson H. Araki by 

Lorraine S. Araki
In Memory of Takeo & Ushi Higa and 

Choko & Tara Miyasato by Takejiro & 
Ruby Higa

In Memory of Peter Mayeshiro by Albert 
Mayeshiro

In Memory of Dr. Albert H. Miyasato by the 
Miyasato Family	

In Memory of Kenei & Yoshiko Oshiro by 
Oshiro Family

In Memory of James Mitsuo Takahara by Dr. 
Glenn M. Biven & Lucille Kuwaye Biven	

In Memory of Helen Tamashiro and James 
S. Miyashiro by Jane F. Serikaku

SILVER ($500  to $999)
Eric & Loretta Fukunaga
James E. , Tomiko Y. , Sidney K. and Debra 

C. Higa
Roy and Barbara Higa
Ralph & Jean Ige
Shigeru & Dorothy S. Kaneshiro	
Kosei & Gail Nago
Grace Y. Nakamura and Beatrice H. Pang
Alben & Lynn Namihira
Yasuo Sadoyama
Mr. & Mrs. Edward S. Shiroma
Francis & Fran Toyama	
David & Lei Ueunten
Glenn & Leona Urata
In Memory of Akira Akamine
In Memory of Ansei Arakaki by the Arakaki 

Family	
In Memory of Taro & Mary T. Arakaki by 

Yvonne Arakaki Kearns
In Memory of Zenichi & Chiyoko Chibana
In Memory of Tom T. Higa by Betty U. 

Higa
In Memory of Nancy A. Ige by Arleen 

Kamita & Jo Ige
In Memory of Ushi & Uta Miyagi and 

Shigemori & Hatsue Miyashiro by Warren 
S. Miyashiro

In Memory of Hideo Nakamine by Kay K. 
Nakamine & Lorene Hirata

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Choyu 
Shimabukuro by Mr. & Mrs. Jason Yuen

In Memory of Holly Emi Takara by Howard 
& Jane Takara

In Memory of Frederick S. Yogi by Lillian 
S. Yogi

BRONZE ($250 to $499)
Anonymous
David & Mitsue Aka
Chanelle Akamine
Wayne & Muriel Arakaki	
Elaine S. Ganeko
Clara Goto
Lillian Y. Higa
Stanley & Christine Higa
Stanley & Carol Ige
Elsie Kawakone	
Sharon Matsusaka-Brewer

Loretta & Wilfred Miyashiro
George Nagayama
Agnes Nakamatsu	
David & Diane Nakasone
Norman & Renette Nakasone
Ron & Jane Okuhara	
George & Emeline Tamashiro
Seihan Tamashiro
Keith Tonaki
Wesley H. Waniya	
Steve and Michelle Whaley
Bob Yonahara
Lillian Yoshimura
In Memory of Taru & Kamado Arakaki by 

Yukiko A. Ross
In Memory of Tom T. Higa by Kevin M. 

Higa
In Memory of  Mrs. Yoshi Higa by Judith 

T. Kakazu
In Memory of Pauline Nakachi Hirasuna 

by Thomas Hirasuna and Jean Hunter	
In Memory of Bokuzen & Haruko 

Kaneshiro by Frances Kaneshiro
In Memory of Bokuzen & Haruko T. 

Kaneshiro by Carl & Sandra Yanagi 
In Memory of Jiro & Kame Kaneshiro by 
Helen K. Shiroma

In Memory of Vivian Miyasato by Mildred 
M. Miyasato

In Memory of Charles & Florence 
Miyashiro by Steven & Janyce Miyashiro

In Memory of Frank Hiroshi & Toyoko 
Nakamura by Audrey Nakamura	

In Memory of Brian T. Oshiro by Mr. & 
Mrs. Mitsuo Oshiro

In Memory of Yukiko Yamashiro by 
Masasuke Chinen

In Honor of Kama Uchima, Founder of 
Bito Club, Year of 1940 by Kay M.U. 
Higa

CONTRIBUTOR ($100 to $249)
Anonymous
Harold & Patsy Afuso
Clarence M. Agena
Terry Agena
Jane S. Akahiji
George & Betty Akiyoshi
Alexander & Baldwin, Inc. Matching Gifts 

Program
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley M. Aniya
Carolynne Aragaki
Gilbert Aragaki	
George & Eleanore Arakaki	
Pauline Arakaki
Thomas Arakaki
Toshuke & Muriel Arakaki
Tom Arakawa
Kate & Dick Ardona
Charles & Lilly Asato
Ed & May Asato
Shigeo & Sumiko Asato
Warren Au
William & Dorothy Chee
Wayne & Virginia C. K. Date
Denny & Jane Eckenrode
Elaine Eguchi
Ray Endo
Wendell K. & Sayo Enos	  

Faligan Family
Elmira Fukumoto
Francis Funakoshi
Masue Fusato
Gayle Gilbert
Edward & Helen Ginoza
Terry Goya

Mufi Hannemann
Allan & Charlotte Hashimoto
Doris Higa
Edward M. & Dorothy Y. Higa
Frederick T. Higa
Gladys Higa
Isamu & Yukiko Higa
Larry H. Higa
Mildred M. Higa
Raymond Higa
Suekichi Higa
Toshio & Jeane Higa
Dr. Kyoko Hijirida
Francis Hirashiki
Nora Ige
Philip & Janet Ige
Ikenobo-Ikebana Society; Hawaii Okinawa 

Center Class; Nobuko Kida Sensei	
E. Inouye
Kenneth Inouye	
Hitoshi & Violet Irinaka
Dennis S. Kaneshiro
Mr. & Mrs. Yoneichi Kaneshiro
Masao & Kimiko Kinjo
James & Amy Kishaba
Mr. & Mrs. Hideyoshi Kishimoto
Stanley Kiyuna
C. Kobashigawa
Dean & Sheri Kobashigawa
Edwin Kobashigawa
Seigin & Haruko Kobashigawa
Gary Kobashikawa
Keith S. Kogachi
Laraine Koga
Dr. & Mrs. Glen Komatsu
Patrick & Karen Kubota
Alan Kunihisa
Shinkiyo & Fumiko Kuniyoshi
Shinko Kuniyoshi
Gregory H. Kuwazaki
Mildred K. Maemori	
Ernest G. Maeshiro
Yoshiko Maeshiro
Kenneth & Mary Matsui
Kimie & Richard Meguro	
Stanley T. Mishima
Stephen & Carrie Miwa
Frances Miyasato
Gordon & Faye Miyasato
Leigh-Ann Miyasato
Wilbert & Kay Miyasato
Hanako Miyashiro
Mildred M. Miyashiro
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald H. Miyashiro
Susumu Miyashiro	
Thomas & Marie Miyashiro	
Hiroo & Janet Momohara	
Catherine S. Morishige	
James T. Muramoto
Helen Nagamine
Betsy Nakada	
Scott & Susan Nakahara
Clayton & Patricia Nakama	
Lisa H. Nakama
Rene Nakama
Harold & Sophie Nakamura
Jeff & Shirley Nakamura
John & Grace Nakamura
Wayne & Karen Nakamura	
Peter H. Nakanishi
John & Betty Nakasone
Lloyd M. Nakasone	
Clarence & Jean Nakatsukasa Tammy, 

Lance & Carly Namihira	
Myrna & Kenneth Nishihara

Richard & Jocelyn Nishihara
Alice M. Nishihira	
Donald Nitta	
Clifford & Barbara Nohara
Tom & Wilma Ogimi
Edward & Haruko Okita
Raymond & Betty Okuhara	
Takashi Okuhara
Ryotoku Okuma
Herbert H. Onaga	
Yuriko Onaga	
Clement Oshiro	
Ginsei Oshiro	
Kaname Oshiro	
Kaoru Oshiro	
Kiichi Oshiro	
Masaru & Kiyoko Oshiro	
Milton & Madelline Oshiro
Roy S. Oshiro	
Thomas Y. & Sally S. Oshiro
Yoshimori Oshiro	
Yoshiko Rabe	
Edith Tengan Richardson	
Jane Sakima
Dale Senaga
Edith E. Shimabuku
Chris M. Shimabukuro
David & Susanne Shimabukuro
Lillian Shimabukuro
Masatoshi Shimabukuro
Paul Shimabukuro	
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Shima
Howard M.  & Ethel Shima
Paul & Faith Shinagawa
Seiken Shiroma
Dustin Suekawa
Karen Sugikawa
Charles Taba
Sachio Taira
Stanley & Betty Takamine
Yoshito Takamine
Frank & Margaret Takara	
Richard & Jane Takayesu
Nobuo & June S. Takeno
Morris T. Takushi	
A.C. Tamanaha
Kei Tamanaha
Jerry H. Tamashiro
Kira Tamashiro
Thomas S. Tamashiro
Keiko Tamayori
Nobuichi Tamayose
Cheryl Tanaka
Kisei Teruya
Robert & Judith Teruya
James & Loretta Tokuda
Kenyu & Grace Tokuda
Cynthia K. Toma
Lorraine Y. Toma
Ronald & Sharon Tomasa	
Thomas K. & Gail M. Toma
Ken & Nancy Tome
Louise & Ernie Tonaki
Kenny Toyama
Pat & Toki Toyama
Betsy Y. Tsuhako
G. Ken Uechi
Natsuko Uezu
Howard Eizo Uyehara
R. Uyehara
Mr. & Mrs. Thad Wakasugi	
Wes & Geri Wakuzawa
Charles & Sue Wang	
Sadako Yakabi
Bert Yamaguchi	
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Haruno Nogami
Robert S. Nohara
Peggy Okamoto
Rodney Okaneku
Randy & Joan Okumura
Tadao Oshiro	
Charles M. & Elaine Ota	
Fusako Oyasato	
Keiko Palmer	
James Pang	
A.S. Quisote	
David U. & Lili M. Sakai	
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Sakuda	
Gay Satsuma & Wayne Muromoto	
John & Naeko Shibata	
George & Gladys Shimabuku
Edwin Shimabukuro	
Hiroko Shimabukuro	
Matsue Shimabukuro	
Mr. & Mrs. Seiko Shimabukuro	
Sue Shimabukuro	
Yaeko & George Shimabukuro	
Jerry & Clara Shimoda	
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Shinkoethe	
Wallace S. Shinsato	
Charles Shiroma	
Shigeru Shiroma	
Sumiko Shiroma	
Jon Shirota	
Charlotte Y. Shishido	
Raymond & Jo Ann Shito	
Larry S. Sumida	
Charles Surridge	
Lillian Suyama	
Kojie & Setsuko Taira	
Wayne & Sandra Takahashi	
Clarence & Sharon Takara	
Karen Takara	
Michiko Takara	
Eileen E. Taketa	
Chiyoko Takihara	
Karen K. Tamanaha	
Mr. & Mrs. Seichi Tamayose	
Jean T. Teruya	
Kenneth Teruya	
Warren S. Teruya	
Frances Toguchi	
Jean Toguchi	
Ronald M. Toguchi	
Tsuyako Tokashiki	
Yoshiko Tokashiki	
Stanley S. Tokuda	
D. & N. Tokuhara	
Nancy C. Toma	
Thomas & Nora Toma	
Stanley & Janet Tonouchi	
Raymond Trader	
Claude Uehara	
Eugene I. & Sumiko Uehara	
Mr. & Mrs. Hiroshige Uehara	
Mark & Aileen Ueunten	
Elaine Usui	
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Uyehara	
Nobuo "Norman" Uyehara	
Randy Uyehara	
Muriel Wehrman	
Tameko Weinberg	
Jane Yamada	
Agnes S. Yamaguchi	
Elaine Yamaguchi	
Ronald & Michie Yamane	
Mary Yamashige	
Bryan I. Yamashita	
Thomas & Joanne Yamauchi	
Yoshiko Yonashiro	
Lawrence K. Yoshida	
Wendy N. Yoshimoto	
Shizue Zakimi	
In Memory of Ryosei & Kamato Arakaki by 

Morris Arakaki	
In Memory of Masao Asato by Mieko Asato

In this post-war period, there are countless numbers of beautiful and valuable san-
shin. However, sanshin created prior to the war were made without “modern” equip-
ment. The craftsmen who created these sanshin used their skills and infused their 
pride, integrity and expectations for perfection into their creations. 

It was fortunate that so many ancient sanshin, including priceless masterpieces, 
made their way to Hawaii during the immigration and pre-war years. This is because 
sanshin that remained in Okinawa would likely have been destroyed along with the 
lives that were lost in the Battle of Okinawa.

Ippee Nifee Deebiru to all who generously cooperated with this project.

The sanshin arrived as part of a set of Imperial court instruments gifted by the 
Chinese emperor to the Ryukyuan king in the 14th century. The instrument 

evolved into becoming today’s heart and soul of Ryukyuan or Okinawan music.
The Okinawa Prefectural Museum & Art Museum will present a special exhibit 

in 2014 featuring this wonderful, nearly eight centuries-old instrument at its new 
facility in Omoromachi, Naha City. The exhibit is entitled, The Power of Sanshin—its 
beautiful shape and inspiring sound. The presentation will also feature a section of san-
shin that made their way to Hawaii before World War II.

Curators Ken Sonohara and Hiroto Kishimoto from the Prefectural Museum arrived 
on January 7 and immediately began surveying these antique instruments through 
p r e - a r r a n g e d 
a pp oi nt me nt s 
at the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center 
and at residenc-
es throughout 
Honolulu over 
the next five days. 
They had hoped 
to survey 18-20 
sanshin by taking 
measurements, 
photos and the 
oral history of 
these instru-
ments. However, 
through the 
cooperation and 
efforts provided 
by Grant Sandaa 
Murata Sensei, HUOA staff member Bonnie Miyashiro, and the willingness of sanshin 
owners, the curators were able to record information for 55 ancient sanshin.

The curators wished to express their gratitude to all who participated in the sur-
vey and to the HUOA for its assistance to them. They are confident that the exhibit 
in 2014 will garner much attention in Okinawa and underscore the love and respect 
that everyone shares for this instrument.

Preserving Our Legacy
2012 to 2013–Annual Fund Drive

Continued from Page 9

Continued on Page 15

George & Sue Yamamoto	
Helen H. Yamamoto	
Haruko Yamashiro
Clytie K. Yogi	
Harold & Elsie Yonamine	
Mr. & Mrs. Norman N. Yonamine	 James & 

Harriet Yoshida
In Memory of Kama & Kamato Akamine 

by Jessie Y. Varble
In Memory of Yuichi & Tsuyu Asato by 

Kenneth Asato
In Memory of Toshio Gibo by Keiko Gibo 

Shewmaker	
In Memory of Kiyoshi & Kiyoko Ginoza  

and Masaichi & Rose Higa by George & 
Carol Ginoza

In Memory of Harriet Gushikuma by 
Shigeru Gushikuma

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Hotaro Higa by 
Lilly Higa

In Memory of Joe K. Higa and Saburo 
"Blinkie" Higa by Roy T. & Doreen Y. 
Higa

In Memory of Kami & Seishu Higa by 
Diane M. Matsuoka

In Memory of Matsushige & Ushi Higa by 
Roy T. & Doreen Y. Higa

In Memory of Ms. Sadako Higa by Roy T. 
& Doreen Y. Higa

In Memory of Tara & Ushiya Higa by 
Kathy Dailey

In Memory of Tom T. Higa by Clifford E. 
Provencal, Jr.

In Memory of Aiko Hirata by John & 
Misako Pearson

In Memory of Isamu "Ponduce" Hokama by 
Conrad Hokama

In Memory of Nancy A. Ige by Arleen & 
Keith Kamita	

In Memory of Richard Sr. & Agnes Iha by 
Tod & Dianne Morimoto	

In Memory of Jiro Inafuku by Shizue 
Inafuku

In Memory of Wataru & Nancy T. Isa by 
Kaaren N. Takara

In Memory of Gishin & Metsu Kanemoto
In Memory of Beatrice & Toshi Kaneshiro 

by Jennifer Kaneshiro and Derek Wong
In Memory of Bokuzen & Haruko 

Kaneshiro by Mamoru & Ethel Kawahara
In Memory of Florence Y. Kaneshiro by 

Wallace S. & Patsy Oshiro
In Memory of Kasuke & Kame Kaneshiro 

by Paul Kaneshiro
In Memory of Masaichi & Masako 

Kaneshiro by Kenneth Kaneshiro
In Memory of Masanobu Kaneshiro by 

Betsy Kaneshiro
In Memory of Paul S. Kaneshiro by Beatrice 

K. Kaneshiro
In Memory of Richard & Irene Kaneshiro 

by Tim & Darlene Kaneshiro
In Memory of Seiko Kaneshiro by Hatsuko 

Kaneshiro
In Memory of Paul S. Kino by George M. 

Kino
In Memory of Masaichi Kobashigawa by 

Julie K. Kobashigawa	
In Memory of Seijun Kobashigawa by Alice 

H. Kobashigawa	
In Memory of Henry S. & Doris Kogachi by 

Shigeji Kogachi	
In Memory of Seiwa & Naye Kuba by Rose 

Mizokawa
In Memory of Bugiyu & Kanasa Miyashiro 

by Tadashi & Betsy Sato
In Memory of Kosei & Haruko Miyashiro 

by Pat & Nona Miyashiro	
In Memory of Noboru Miyashiro by Kimie 

Miyashiro
In Memory of Hiroshi Nakama by Rosalind 

Nakama

In Memory of Ryoetsu & Chiyoko Nakama 
by Jan Nakama

In Memory of Tsuruko Nakamatsu by Ken 
Nakamatsu	

In Memory of Ulson S. Nakamura by Kay 
K. Nakamura	

In Memory of Mabel H. Nakasone by 
Raymond M. Nakasone

In Memory of Jogi & Fumiko Onaga by 
Stanley Onaga

In Memory of Lorna Yamauchi Oshima by 
Thomas Oshima

In Memory of Alice Oshiro by Shigeo 
Oshiro	

In Memory of Yoshi Oshiro by Carol 
Shinozawa

In Memory of Baiko & Yoshiko Owan by 
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Medina

In Memory of Stanley Osamu Owan by 
Mitchell Owan

In Memory of Daisy Shiroma by Calvin & 
Ruth Haitsuka

In Memory of Koto & Shizue Shiroma by 
Richard Shiroma

In Memory of Teiki & Masako Shirota and 
Dianne Shirota Yoshizawa by Wallace 
Shirota

In Memory of Kamato Sueyoshi by Carol 
S. Sueyoshi	

In Memory of George H. Takara by Misao 
Takara

In Memory of Ushi & Yukiko Takara and 
Akira Yamauchi by Eleanor Yamauchi

In Memory of Yasuko Arakaki Takeda by 
Gloria & Harry Takahashi

In Memory of Dorothy H. Takushi by 
Alice S. Uyehara	

In Memory of Yeiichi & Benko Tamayose 
by Francis Tamayose	

In Memory of George S. Tengan by Carol 
Kimie Tengan

In Memory of James & Haruko Tengan by 
Eva & Jerry Bohannon	

In Memory of Herbert M. & Barbara T. 
Teruya by Stephanie M. Teruya	

In Memory of Kana Teruya by Shigeo 
Teruya	

In Memory of Wallace Teruya by Stephen 
& Rosemarie Love	

In Memory of Ronald Tomi by Mr. & Mrs. 
Yasumori Tomi	

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Shun Toyama by 
Janet Toyama	

In Memory of Sentei Ueunten by Grace M. 
Ueunten	

In Memory of Kamado & Yoshiko Uyehara 
by Alice Masutani	

In Memory of Robert & Lillian Yamaguchi 
by Jean M. Yamaguchi	

In Memory of Jiro & Kama Yamauchi by 
Harold Yamauchi	

In Honor of George Nakasone by Linda 
Uchima and Valdeane Odachi	

OTHER
Anonymous
Fred Adaniya	
Greg & Mary Afuso	
George Agena	
Marion M. Akamine	
Joann N. Arakaki
Stanley & Irene Arakaki
Thelma Arakawa
Lucille Araki	
Florence Arashiro	
Edward Z. Asato	
Elsie S. Asato	
Nancy Asato	
Brian & Kameko Awakuni
Norman & Eileen Azama	
Yoneko Bounds	
Gary Doi
Mel & Lorraine Egusa

Gail & Jack Fujii
Jill Fukui	
Kenneth Gakiya	
Gary and Paula 	
Beatrice Goya	
Sadao & Virginia Goya	
Tomi Griffin	
Alice F. Gurtiza	
Lillian Hamasaki	
George S. Harada
Lucille Henna
Donald R. Hidani	
Betty F. Higa	
Catherine Haruko Higa
Masayuki Higa
Richard K. Higa
Robert & Carol Higa	
Ross & Lorna Higa
Sadafumi & Norma Higa	
Yukio Higa	
Aileen Hiramatsu
Mr. & Mrs. James Honma
Eric T. Iha
Seiko Inafuku
Eleanor S. Ing	
Shigenobu & Jane Inouye
Charles T. Isara
Take Kadena
Claire Kamimura
Donald N. Kaneshiro
Fred M. Kaneshiro
Harold S. Kaneshiro	
Masao Kaneshiro
Paul M. & Shirley Kaneshiro
Dennis Kanetake
Ann N. Kapuniai
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Kawahara
Alice Kim
Samuel S. Kiyabu
Thomas & Karen Kiyabu
Richard & Shirley Kiyuna
Sally Nakama Kobashigawa
Sonoko Kobashigawa
Carl & Sandra Kobayashi	
Bert Kochi	
Tomoko Kuba
M.G. Lopes
Ruby Maekawa
Rosa Maja
Ken & Sharon Masatsugu
Yoshiko Mayo
Bonnie McAfee-Torco
Mabel M. Minagawa	
Gladys S. Miner	
Edith Miyahira
Edna Miyasato
Florence Miyasato
Joyce Miyasato
Gerald Miyashiro
Robert T. & Margaret S. Miyashiro
Yaye B. Miyashiro
Doris Murai
Mel & Iris Murakami
Wilfred K. Nagamine
Norman Nago
Amy & Wayne Nakagawa
Fumiko Nakahodo
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Nakahodo
Calvin Nakaishi	
Paul Nakama
Richard S. Nakama
Charles & Evelyn Nakamine
Manabu & Hannah Nakamoto
Yasuhara Nakamoto
Lynn Nakamura
Roy Y. & Chizuko Nakamura	
Tamaye Nakamura
Lillian G. Nakasone
Robert K. & Becky S. Nakasone
Yasuo Nakasone
Hatsuko Nakata
Masaichi Nakata

A Special Gift

The Power of Sanshin: Its Beautiful Shape and Inspiring Sound

Twenty-five members of the Hotel and 
Tourism Industry of Okinawa were in 

awe when they saw our beautiful Hawaii 
Okinawa Center. Their gift to HUOA 

was a class A Sanshin!

Sanshin Researchers from the Okinawa Prefectural Museum: Ken Sonohara 
and Hiroto Kishimoto.
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Club Name								       Date	 Time			   Location 

Awase Doshi Kai						      3/10/13-Sun	 5:30pm			   Pagoda	  

Aza Gushikawa Doshi Kai			   1/26/13-Sat				    Jikoen 	 

Chatan-Kadena Chojin Kai			   3/2/12-Sat	 5pm			   HOC	  

Gaza Yonagusuku Doshi Kai		  3/9/13-Sat	 6pm			   Masa’s	 

Ginowan Shijin Kai					     3/24/13-Sun	 10am-2pm			   HOC	  

Gushichan Sonjin Kai				    2/23/13-Sat	 6pm			   Masa’s	 

Haneji									        2/17/13-Sun	 5:30pm			   JCCH	  

Hawaii Sashiki-Chinen Doshi Kai	 3/23/13-Sat	 5pm			   Masa’s	 

Hui Alu, Inc.							       2/24/13-Sun	 11am			   Kauai Veterans Center	  

Hui Okinawa							       1/27/13-Sun	 10:30am			   Aunty Sally’s Luau Hale	  

Hui Uruma							       3/9/13-Sat	 11:30am			   Honokaa Hongwanji Hall	  

Kin Chojin Kai 						      2/2/13-Sat	 (dinner)			   HOC	  

Kitanakagusuku Sonjin Kai			  2/17/13-Sun	 4:30pm			   Masa’s 	  

Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai			   3/9/13-Sat	 11am-2pm			   MOCC	 

Nago Club								       3/10/13-Sun	 10am-2p			   HOC	  

Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai				    2/2/13-Sat	 (lunch)			   HOC	  

Nishihara Chojin Kai				    2/2/13-Sat	 4pm			   Masa’s	 

Okinawa City-Goeku Son			   2/23/13-Sat	 5pm			   Natsunoya	  

Oroku Azajin Club					     3/3/13-Sun	 (lunch)			   HOC	  

Osato Doshi Club					     3/17/13-Sun	 11:30am			   JCCH	  

Wahiawa Okinawa Kyo Yu Kai		  3/3/13-Sun	 10am			   Dot’s in Wahiawa	  

Yomitan Club							      2/23/13-Sat	 5pm			   HOC	  

Yonabaru Chojin Kai					    2/24/13-Sun	 5pm			   Masa’s	 

Yonashiro Chojin Kai				    2/16/13-Sat	 5pm			   Masa’s	 

Kyra and Kimi 
made festive 
balloon f lowers for 
our honorees and 
members.

in making luggage tags for their next 
trip to Okinawa and/or Las Vegas! We 
welcomed members of the Okinawan 
Genealogical Society of Hawaii mem-
bers who shared some of the activities 
they do to perpetuate the Okinawan 
culture and promote the search for 
family roots.

Cheers of “Chibariyo!” were heard 
during the games and calling of the 
lucky numbers. We all enjoyed the 
music by members of Afuso Ryu Gensei 
Kai, Hawaii and dance performances by 
members of Tamagusuku Ryu Senjukai. 
Bringing together old friends, sharing 
the Okinawan culture with the young, 
fostering the Uchinanchu bonds that make us strong…. there is much to celebrate in 
this New Year. And of course we danced kachashi!

Mrs. Harriet Kobashigawa celebrated her 85th 
birthday with Chris Shimabukuro and Denise Liu.

Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai 
Celebrates Friends, Family and 
the New Year
By President Denise Liu

The members of Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai eagerly gathered for our annual Shinnen 
Enkai celebration at the Hawaii Okinawan Center. We were honored to welcome 

President-Elect Chris Shimabukuro as 
he shared some of the wonderful news 
and events happening at HUOA. We 
also honored our Uchinanchu of the Year, 
Elise Miura, for her warm hospitality 
and aloha. And in true Uchinanchu spirit, 
she, along with her sister, mother and 
halau sisters graced us with a hula per-
formance.

We honored our elders celebrating 
their 85th birthday, and 90 years and 
older. And everyone 72 years or older 
received the traditional bag of rice! 
Some of our youth members made bal-
loon animals and flowers to add to 
the festive mood and members of all 
ages joined Elise Miura and her team 

Flanked by President George Bartels, Jr. and 2012 President Cyrus Tamashiro are 
(L-R):  Nicholas Matsushima, HUOA Invitational Golf Tournament champion

Lester Higa, representing Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai Golfers, The Inamine Cup in 
honor of the late Jimmy Inamine from Jimmy’s Bakery in Okinawa

Alan Isara, HUOA Mixed Handicap Bowling Champs – Katsuren Too!

Larry Nishihara representing Urasoe Shijin Kai – HUOA Volleyball League Champs

Jon Kaneshiro representing the powerful Haneji Club team - 
HUOA Invitational 14” Softball League.

more Club News

Hui O Laulima (HOL), an active member of the 
Hawaii United Okinawa Association, is pleased to 

announce the 2013 Cultural Grant recipients. HOL, a 
non-profit women’s organization, offers grants to indi-
viduals and organizations that promote and perpetuate 
the unique culture of Okinawa in our island communi-
ties. Each awardee demonstrated potential to promote 
and expand the influence of our vibrant and colorful 
Okinawan culture. A total of $6,000 was awarded to three 
organizations. We congratulate and extend our best wish-
es to each of the following recipients for a successful year:

The Hikari Institute
The Hikari Institute is the non-profit parent organization of the Hawaii Karate 

Museum and Hikari Dojo. Charles Goodin is the driving force behind the organiza-
tion. Since 1977 to the present, they have been teaching Okinawan Karate and con-
ducting research and publishing articles on Karate. The Hawaii Karate Museum’s 
collection in the Okinawan Collection at the Hamilton Library is already among 
the best in the world. 

The first Okinawan immigrants arrived in Honolulu in January 1900 aboard the 
S. S. China. The Hikari Institute would like to expand their collection of historic 
photos and postcards of the ship, put it online so that geneologists and historians 
can use it, and then donate it to the Center for Okinawan Studies at UH.

Hui Okinawa Kobudo Taiko (Hilo)
In 1991, Sensei Calvin Nakama created Ryukyu Kobudo Taiko-Hawaii Shibu as 

an outgrowth of the original Ryukyu Kobudo Taiko in Ishikawa City, Okinawa. In 
2002, Hui Okinawa Kobudo Taiko began on the Big Island. Kobudo Taiko is heav-
ily influenced by the disciplines of kobudo, an ancient Okinawan martial art that 
focuses on the use of weapons for self-defense. Currently there are 12 participants 
and they perform regularly at numerous community events throughout the year.

Ryukyu Koten Afuso-Ryu Ongaku Kenkyu Kai Maui
In 2009, this group began studying the Afuso style of Okinawa Uta-sanshin 

under the direction of Kenton Odo Sensei of Ryukyu Koten Afuso-ryu Ongaku 
Kenkyu Choichi Kai Hawaii. Since then they have performed at the Maui Okinawa 
Kenjin Kai and HUOA Festival. In 2010, they had two memorable performances 
in Okinawa. This group of 17 members meets formally once a month for instruc-
tion although practices once or twice a week on their own. They hope to not only 
perpetuate Okinawan music but also the philosophical teachings of the Afuso 
School and master instructor Choichi Terukina Sensei, a National Living Treasure 
of Japan.

2013 Hui O Laulima Cultural 
Grant Awardees

Sports 
Corner

Ginowan News 
By Jane Nakamura

President Ellen Sakima has been re-elected to lead the Ginowan Shijin Kai. Vice 
president is Roberta Umeno; Corresponding Secretary, June Zakimi; Recording 

Secretary, Sandy Nishimoto; Treasurer, Alan Kunihisa. Advisors and aza representa-
tives will be sworn in with the Officers at the Shinnen Enkai on March 24, 2013.

Our annual New Year celebration will be a luncheon on March 24, 2013 held at the 
Hawaii Okinawa Center. Informational flyers will be sent out in early March. This 
is a great time to renew contacts with friends and relatives with enjoyable entertain-
ment and food. Chris Higa is planning another culturally interesting craft corner 
for the children. Mark your calendars.

Ginowan club worked the Evening in Waipio craft fair with the Gaza and Ginoza 
clubs. Members worked with parking, food for the volunteers, and the many other 
tasks involved in running a good craft fair.

Sandy Nishimoto led our project of selling Pro Bowl souvenirs at Aloha Stadium 
during the game. This project entailed two days of preparation, inventory counting 
and selling. Volunteers included: Karen Asato, Marisa Chin, Gail Crosson, Chris 
Higa, Ellen Higa, Kelsie Inouye, Danny Kim, Rodney Kohagura, Ross Komegome, 
Alan Kunihisa, Lynette Logan, Claire Matsumoto, Robin Miyahira, Pat Miyashiro, 
Annette Miyashiro, Lea Nakamura, Jane Nakamura, Sandy Nishimoto, Tyler 
Nishimoto, Wilma Ogimi, Michelle Oka, Dean Oshiro, Leann Quarto, Tiffany 
Quarto, Joy Schoonover, Mike Schoonover, John Tasato, Melvin Tasato and Robbie 
Umeno. 

Our annual Ginowan Club picnic is being planned for the summer. Plan to join in 
the games, prizes and, most of all, a great time with club members. You are welcomed 
to help with the planning and involvement. Contact your aza representative. 

2012 Uchinanchu of the Year Elise Miura with members of Puanani Alama Hula Studio who enter-
tained the members with their beautiful hula.

Some of the terrific golfers from Nakagusuku who helped to win the Inamine Cup at the HUOA Golf 
Tournament.

Mrs. Doris Higa celebrated her 90th birthday with 
HUOA President elect Chris Shimabukuro and 
Nakagusuku sonjin kai President Denise Liu.

HUOA Sports Awards Presented at 
Installation Banquet

Club Shinnen Enkai Calendar
The following contains information from HUOA clubs as of February 8, 2013.

This is Your Newsletter
Please send us your club news items and photos.    

Email us at info@huoa.org  Mahalo!
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Mark is also a community leader of numerous organizations. He is cur-
rently an HUOA Vice President and the Club Sustainment and Development 
Committee Chair. His previous involvement with HUOA includes being the 
Executive Council Advisor and Okinawan Festival Program Coordinator. When 
not doing “Okinawan” things, he keeps himself busy as a Board of Director of 
the Entrepreneur’s Organization Hawaii, Vice President/President-Elect of the 
Kakaako Improvement Association, and a UHM School of Architecture guest 
lecturer. 

You may be asking yourself by now, 
“…wow, who is this guy?” Mark, 39, is 
a third generation Hawaii Uchinanchu, 
a graduate of Mililani High School, 
and holds a Bachelor of Architecture 
from the University of Hawaii at 
Manoa. He is the son of Yeiji Higa, 
a local nisei with Nago roots, and 
Tsuruyo Kyan from Shuri. Mark and 
his family have ties to the Nago Club 
and the Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club. 
His father was an electrical engineer 
and mother was a drafter/surveyor 
for the Engineering District Office in 
Okinawa where they met. They both 
spent much of their young adult-
hood helping to rebuild Okinawa 
after the war.

Mark is so inspired by his fam-
ily, he devotes a lot of his free time 
researching his roots and commu-
nicating with family in Okinawa. 
Mark also speaks Japanese fairly 
well! Mark explained to me that he 
“always draws parallels on what was 
happening with my family and roots, during my research, and study of Okinawan 
history. It has helped me put things into context on why certain things happened 
in our family, to Okinawa, Hawaii, and the rest of the world in those times.”

Mark was fortunate enough to go to Okinawa many times 
throughout his life. One of his memorable experiences was in 
1996 when he received an Architectural Travel Scholarship to 
study architecture in Okinawa for several months. Through 
his scholarship, he studied the architecture of Ryukyuan 
castles, shrines and homes. While studying in Okinawa, Mark 
explained, “I expressed a desire to reconnect to my own roots. 
It was really a personal eye opener and gave me deeper bond 
with my family there and the pride we all have in Okinawan 
culture.” 

Since then, Mark has always been intrigued with learning 
more about his Okinawan identity and started reconnecting 
with HUOA through club events. He explained, “I am continu-
ously in awe of the passion and sense of Yuimaaruu that every-
one has. Everyone has a sense of dedication, we all have differ-
ent ways to contribute, and although there are so many efforts 
and approaches, there is an underlying sense of responsibility, 
commitment, pride and desire to perpetuate and sustain our 
culture. It has been an inspiration to me and I am honored to 
be a part of so many who are dedicated to our culture.”

When asked, Mark explained that his HUOA goals are “to 
create opportunities for people to participate and spark inter-
est [in their identity.] Find some connection – some spark that 
will lead you to a thirst for knowledge.” For his committee, his 
main focus includes engaging with potential new members, 
communicating opportunities, and increasing visibility as an 
organization to the community. Mark is already hard at work 
planning possible events like the Okinawan cooking class, 
social mixer for Niisetas, open house for outside and affiliated 
organizations, and a community give-back event.

Ippee nifee deebiru Mark for dedicating so much of your time 
to being a leader of our community and inspiring us. We look 
forward to seeing your dream come true of designing your cul-
turally inspiring building in Okinawa. Don’t forget to invite 
us all for the ribbon-cutting ceremony!

In Memory of Kozun Nakata by 
Mildred Nakata	

In Memory of Boka & Kamata Nohara 
by Irene Y. Chun	

In Memory of Yoshiko Onaga by Harry 
& Jo Ann Tome	

In Memory of Choko Oshiro by Jean 
Oshiro

In Memory of Masaichi Oshiro by 
Sadako Oshiro	

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Tarusuke 
Shimabukuro by Laura T. Chun	

In Memory of Satoru Takamine by May 
Takamine	

In Memory of Yeikichi & Ushi 
Tamanaha by Betty H. Kegley	

In Memory of George & Ethel Teruya 
by Gene & Pam Uchima	

In Memory of Seisuke "Red" Tokuda by 
Seiko Tokuda	

In Memory of Kyuzo Toyama by Faye 
F. Doi

In Memory of Yoshito Uehara by 
Herbert & Laura Kaku	

In Memory of Aleric C. Uyehara by 
Toshiko Uyehara	

In Memory of Arthur S. Uyehara by 
Steven S. & Helen F. Uyehara	

In Memory of Fred Yogi by Karen 
Kuba-Hori	

In Memory of Claude Zukeran by Grace 
Zukeran	

In Honor of John & Lily Ratliff  by 
Patricia & John McFadden	

To Celebrate the Occasion of Hanako 
Saito's 98th Birthday by Megan 
Koike	

Preserving Our Legacy
2012 to 2013–Annual Fund DriveContinued from Page 10

In Memory of JoAnn Goya by Karen 
Kuba-Hori	

In Memory of Kwanko & Kana Goya by 
Betsy S. Han	

In Memory of Shigeko Gushiken by Ai 
Ogata	

In Memory of Masaichi Gushikuma by 
Wayne & Cora Gushikuma	

In Memory of Jack & Betty Gusukuma by 
Mr. & Mrs. Cliff Gusukuma	

In Memory of Charles M. Higa by Wayne 
& Karen Higa	

In Memory of Seisho & Haru Higa by 
James & Bessie Higa	

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Eitaro Ige by 
Racheal & Carl Takaki	

In Memory of Yoshi Igei Ikehara by David 
Y. Ikehara	

In Memory of Shoho & Ushi Kamida by 
Alan Kamida	

In Memory of Charles Masuei & Yoshiko 
Kamiya by Helene Kamiya Shimane	

In Memory of Katsumi Kaneshiro by 
Mitsuko Kaneshiro	

In Memory of Seigi Kaneshiro by Iris 
Kaneshiro	

In Memory of Kamata Katekaru by Gloria 
Hirata	

In Memory of Wayne Miyahira by 
Augusto Miyahira	

In Memory of Masei & Kama Miyasato by 
George & Eleanor Hoshide	

In Memory of Jinsei Miyashiro by Karen 
Kuba-Hori	

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Ryoko Nakama 
by Yoshitaka Nakama	

In Memory of Tsuruko Nakamatsu by 
Greg & Kristine Uramoto	

Niseeta (Young Adult) Spotlight:  Mark Higa
Talented Young Architect Finds Inspiration in His Cultural Roots
By David Jones

A famous American architect, 
Harold E. Wagner, once said, 

“The great thing about being an 
architect is you can walk in to your 
dreams.” Mark Higa is this archi-
tect and an aspiring Niiseta leader 
with big dreams since childhood. 
As a child, Mark would always draw 
buildings and cities of his imagina-
tion. Today, he continues to dream 
and design new buildings with cul-
ture in mind. Your first impression 
of Mark might be one of subtle and 
humble nature. As you get to know 
him though, you undoubtedly sense 
his passion for architecture, commu-
nity, Okinawan culture, and family. 

Today, Mark is a successful architect and a business leader. He is a principal 
for one of the fastest growing and successful Hawaii architectural firms, WCIT 
Architecture. Through his career, he has had an opportunity to work on projects 
around the world in places like Taiwan, Japan, Tahiti, Egypt, Indonesia, England 
and Thailand.

Right out of college, Mark focused much of his attention trying to strengthen 
his business and professional growth. He worked for several architectural firms, 
worked his way up, and was eventually offered an opportunity of ownership. Mark 
explains, “As a co-owner of my current firm, our focus has been infusing cultural 
identity and historic references into our projects, which are primarily in Hawaii.”

For each project, their team spends a significant time researching the history, 
architecture, traditions and culture of their client’s respective area. His firm is 
currently engaged in designing the Ka Haka Ula O Keliiokalani College of Hawaiian 
Language in UH Hilo – a facility symbolizing the home for the resurgence of 
Hawaiian language. Mark also had opportunities to engage and pursue work in 
Okinawa, but has been unsuccessful in landing a project to date. He says, “It will 
be a dream come true to have all worlds collide and be able to create and design a 
culturally sensitive structure there.” Who wants to see Mark design the first school 
fully dedicated to the resurgence of the Okinawan language? We sure do! 

Happy New Year!
What is your New Year’s resolution(s)? It must be better to have one 
than none, as expressed so well by the Okinawan saying below:

Nigee du Seewee.
にげーどぅ　　せーうぇー

English equivalent: Pray for something, and you shall

  luckily obtain it.

ねが 	 さいわ
Japanese equivalent:		 願いこそ　幸い。
ねが		 たいせつ		 ねが		

				    さち
願うことが大切で、願えば 、それがかなえられて幸となる。

Uchinaa-guchi (Okinawan language) 
Word of the Month
January
ashibi-naa, n. Village square where village 
entertainment is held.

February
nushi•in, vt. [noseru] 1 To place or put (a thing) 
on (something). 2 To carry; take in; take (a per-
son) aboard; load; accommodate. 3 To record; 
put on record; mention; put (a name in a book).
(Excerpted, with permission, from the Okinawan-English Wordbook, by Mitsugu 
Sakihara, edited by Stewart Curry, University of Hawaii Press, Honolulu, 2006)

Okinawan Proverb
Chosen by the Uchinaaguchi Class Members

A Proverb of the month:

Niseeta Young Adult Spotlight
Sunrise In Okinawa – 
Welcoming The New Year!
By Howard Asato

Before the sun rises on the first of January, people all over Okinawa gather at 
beaches and hillsides to celebrate the New Year as the sun rises. They greet the 

sunrise with cheers, clapping and perhaps a toast to 
a wonderful New Year. What a unique and wonderful 
tradition!

Nakagusuku has become a popular spot because 
San A opens their parking lot to accommodate more 
than 100 cars—and that still isn’t enough parking! 
People park everywhere and even double park just to 
see the sunrise. Laverne 
and I were amazed at 
the hundreds of people 
gathered on the hillsides 
of Nakagusuku to greet 
the New Year.  I learned 
that hundreds more 
head out to Hedo Point 
up north just to greet 
the first sunrise of the 
New Year. 

Wishing you all a very 
happy and prosperous 
New Year!

HUOA DONATIONS
December 1, 2012 to January 31, 2013
HUOA sends a sincere ippee nifee deebiru to the 
following donors:

Wayne S. & Virginia C. K. Date
EMS Design, LLC
Hui O Laulima
Dee Lee
Thomas M. & Jean Y. Nishimura
Curt T. Otaguro
Ryusei Honryu Ryuko Kai

Milton M. Tamanaha
Mitsuko Toguchi
Masaichi Uejo
Ellen Chiyeno Wauke
Patsy S. & Mac M. Yonamine
Young Okinawans of Hawaii

Kokua In Kind
Gene Hori & Karen Kuba Hori

David Itokazu
Legacy

Terry & Joleen Higa

“Through his 
scholarship, 

Mark has 
studied the 
architecture 
of Ryukyuan 

castles, shrines 
and homes.”

Hawaii-Okinawa Student 
Exchange Program
Eighteen enthusiastic high school students from Aiea, Castle, Hanalani, Hawaii 

Baptist Academy, Iolani, Leilehua, Moanalua, Pearl City and Roosevelt high 
schools are eagerly awaiting the arrival of the Okinawan high school students that 
they are hosting for two weeks. The Okinawan students arrive on February 23 and 
will shadow their hosts at their respective high schools to experience life at school in 
Hawaii and to immerse themselves in the English language that they are all required 
to learn in Okinawa high schools.

The Okinawa students will spend two chilly nights at Kilauea Military Camp at 
Volcano, have an exchange with students from Waiakea High School, and a wonderful 
potluck gathering with the members of Hui Okinawa in Hilo.

Host Families Needed For Okinawa Women’s 
Junior College

We have nine girls between the ages of 18 – 24 who will need homestay 
families for two nights. Students will be picked up at the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center on Friday, March 8, at 6 p.m. and returned to their hotel on Sunday, 
March 10. Students come from Naha, Ozato, Chinen, Ginowan, Haebaru, 
Okinawa City & Tomigusuku.

If anyone is interested, please call Jane Serikaku at 676-5400 or email: 
jserikaku@hawaii.rr.com.



Birthday Parties • Graduations • Anniversaries
Weddings • Office Parties • Seminars and Meetings

Call 677-7744 or visit www.acateredexperience.com for menus and more information.

Choose from an assortment of menus that can be customized to fit your needs and budget.
Popular Hawaiian & Local Style menus  •  Prime Rib Buffets

Create your own menu for any occasion!  •  Party Platters for pick-up  •  Onsite deliveries

As the exclusive caterers to the Legacy Ballroom at the Hawaii Okinawa Center,
we enhance the beauty of the venue with a colorful menu for your guests to enjoy.

Make Your Event Memorable with
A Catered Experience.

Our premiere shows air on the first and third Monday of the month at 7 
p.m. on Olelo Community Media television (Oceanic) channel NATV 53. 
The shows repeat every Saturday at 5 p.m., except on any fifth Saturday 
of the month.

All Olelo shows are also streamed live online on the Internet at Olelo 
website (www.olelo.org). Some of the latest HOT shows are available 
“on demand” on the same website at What’s On – OleloNet Video On 
Demand – Culture and Ethnic.

Please tell your friends and family to watch our shows. Send comments 
to hot@huoa.org.

MARCH 4, MONDAY, 7PM/MARCH 9 & 16, SATURDAY, 5PM:
Part Three of the Second Hawaii Eisa Drum Festival held at The Great 
Lawn of Kapiolani Community College on Saturday, May 12, 2012.   
This episode features Kenny Endo’s Taiko of the Pacific, Urizun Minyo 
Group, and the Grand Finale.

MARCH 18, MONDAY, 7PM/MARCH 23 & 30, SATURDAY, 5PM:
Part One of the HUOA 63rd Installation and Uchinanchu of the Year 
Celebration held at the Hawaii Okinawa Center on January 12, 2013.

APRIL 1, MONDAY, 7PM/APRIL 6 & 13, SATURDAY, 5PM:
Show Two of the 30th Okinawan Festival held at Kapiolani Park on 
September 1 and 2, 2012.  This episode features Hooge Ryu Hana Nuuzi 
no Kai Nakasone Dance Academy, Hui Okinawa Kobudo Taiko, Debut 
of Shinkanucha Shiisaa and Presentation of the Hawaii Shiisaa.

APRIL 15, MONDAY, 7PM/APRIL 20 & 27 & MAY 4, SATURDAY, 5PM:
Part Two of the HUOA 63rd Installation and Uchinanchu of the Year 
Celebration held at the Hawaii Okinawa Center on January 12, 2013.

March 2013
3				    Honolulu Festival Parade; assemble by 3:30 p.m. at Ft. DeRussy; 	
					     parade starts at 4:30 p.m. down Kalakaua Ave.

8				    Hawaii-Okinawa Student Exchange Aloha Party, HOC

11				    Visitation to HOC: Gushikawa Commercial HS students

14				    Administration Com meeting, 7 p.m. followed by the Executive 	
							       Council meeting.

26				   Board of Directors meeting.
							     

April

10				    Administration Com meeting, 7 p.m. followed by the Executive 	
							       Council meeting.

11				    Taste of Marukai; 6-9 p.m.

20				   Benefit Concert for HUOA commemorating 3rd Memorial of 			
					     Harry Seisho Nakasone Sensei by Mitsuko Toguchi Nakasone 		
					     Sensei, 2-5 p.m.- concert, 6 p.m.- dinner, HOC

Classes • Other Meetings at Hawaii Okinawa Center:
Hawaii Taiko Kai: every Sunday , 8:30 am
HUOA Sanshin:  every Thursday, 7pm* 
Ichigo Ichi E:  1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7pm*   
Ikebana:  3rd Wednesday, 7pm*
Karaoke nite:  3rd Tuesday, 6:30pm*
Kobudo Taiko:  every Monday, 7pm, contact Calvin Nakama 224-7374
Monday Crafters: every Monday, 9am*
Okinawan Genealogical Society meeting: 3rd Saturday, 9am* (April meeting 
only:  April 27th)
Uchinaaguchi: every 4th Thursday, 7pm*

*for more information, please call 676-5400

**Subject to Change** (entries as of 1/31/13)


