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Hawaii-Okinawa High School Student Exchange

T

wenty-four high school students arrived
from Okinawa anxiously looking forward
to spending two weeks with their host students and families here in Hawaii, yet sad because
they had to leave behind one student who became
ill just prior to departure. Five days later, much to
everyone’s delight, Yuki Uehara was escorted by his
dad Hayazo Uehara to join the group. Yuki’s dad
remained in Hawaii for two days and flew back to
Okinawa.
2012 marks the 22nd year of this HawaiiOkinawa Student Exchange Program and the second year that HUOA has undertaken the project
completely. Students visited the Arizona Memorial
and met with Pearl City High’s Japanese class to
exchange ideas and discuss issues on the promotion of peace. They were also treated to a typical
local style picnic prepared by President Cyrus
Tamashiro and President-Elect George Bartels,

Hawaii and Okinawa students march together in the Honolulu Festival Parade down Kalakaua
Avenue in Waikiki.

Jr. after their morning of Hawaiian games led by Tom Yamamoto. Polynesian
Cultural Center was the highlight of the day where they were intrigued by the
various Polynesian cultures.
A three-day trip to the Big Island ended with an Aloha Party and an overnight
stay at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. Taught by host students Cameron Brumblay
and Ashley Oshiro, all of the Okinawan students danced the hula for their host
families in addition to playing the sanshin and sharing some popular Okinawan
songs.
HUOA officers arrived very early Saturday morning to prepare ono fried rice,
li’l smokies, scrambled eggs and fresh fruits for the students before their departure to their homeland.
HUOA extends a heartfelt mahalo to all the Hawaii host students and families
for opening up their hearts and homes to the eager Okinawan students and making them feel like they were really part of the family. A very special nifee deebiru
to the members of Hui Okinawa in Hilo who hosted the students with a potluck
dinner, fun games and entertainment.
Japanese class students at Pearl City High School host students from Okinawa.
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President’s Message
By Cyrus Tamashiro

UCHINANCHU
Ippee Nifee Deebiru... Mahalo!

Nourish Your Spirit!

Uchinanchu is our voice — the voice of the Hawaii United Okinawa
Association, its members, and the “home” we all built together, the Hawaii
Okinawa Center. By sharing information and experiences, Uchinanchu keeps
us connected as a family, dedicated to preserving, sharing and perpetuating
our Okinawan cultural heritage.
Every dollar donated — along with the valuable income from advertising
- helps offset the cost of publishing Uchinanchu. HUOA sends a sincere
ippee nifee deebiru to the following donors. Mahalo for keeping Uchinanchu
alive and thriving.

F

rom January through March, I had the privilege of participating in Shinnen
Enkai celebrations on Oahu, the Big Island and Maui. These were great
opportunities to meet HUOA club members and marvel at the creative ideas
used to honor, entertain, nurture and amuse attendees. Witnessing the unique and
engaging activities at each party, it dawned on me that clubs can learn so much
from each other. I encourage club presidents to invite other club presidents to your
Shinnen Enkai and picnics to strengthen our Kizuna, or bonds that connect us.

On March 4, 2012, HUOA club members proudly marched with our
colorful banners in the Honolulu Festival Parade together with the Paranku
Clubs of Hawaii and Chinagu Eisa. We were joined by Hawaii Okinawa
Student Exchange Program Coordinator Jun Shimada, teachers Hiromi
Niizato and Haruki Shimabukuro, exchange students, and law students
from the University of the Ryukyus. Having students from Okinawa in the
parade and at our Shinnen Enkai brings youthful energy and excitement
to events. Please continue to include these students, as well as UH students
from Okinawa at your club events.
From March 19-25, Capital Campaign Chair Jon Itomura and I visited
Okinawa for aisatsu with prefectural government officials and HUOA
supporters. We had courtesy call appointments with Governor Hirokazu
Nakaima, Speaker of the Assembly Zenshin Takamine, Shi Cho Kai (City
Mayors’ Association) Chair Takeshi Onaga (Mayor of Naha) and Cho Son
Kai (Towns and Villages Association) Chair Toshiyasu Shiroma (Mayor
of Haebaru). We thanked them for inviting overseas Uchinanchu to the
5th Worldwide Uchinanchu Taikai this past October and congratulated
them on their festival’s resounding success. We also thanked them for
their encouragement and support of our fundraising efforts for the Hawaii
Okinawa Center and the Hawaii Okinawa Plaza. We invited them to
participate in the HUOA’s 30th Okinawan Festival on Sept. 1 & 2, 2012.
There was some concern that this year our Festival dates happen to coincide

Uchinanchu Donors February 1 to March 31, 2012.
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HUOA STUDY TOUR TO
OKINAWA
OCTOBER 4–15, 2012

Join President Cyrus Tamashiro in this year’s HUOA
Study Tour to Okinawa and you will get to participate in
the Naha Matsuri Tsunahiki (tug-of-war) and enjoy the
festivities at Onoyama Park in addition to visiting many
historic sites and two full days in northern Okinawa.
Check out the itinerary and tour cost at www.huoa.org or
contact Naka’s Travel Service to sign up for the tour.

Uchinanchu is the newsletter of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association.
Although subject to change, issues will be published bi-monthly. Volunteer
writers are welcome. Send your name, address and telephone number to
Uchinanchu Newsletter, Hawaii United Okinawa Association, 94-587
Ukee St., Waipahu, Hawaii 96797. E-mail articles to huoa@huoa.org.
Uchinanchu reserves the right to edit all material for clarity and accuracy.
HUOA President • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Cyrus Tamashiro
Executive Director • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Jane F. Serikaku
Editorial/Production Services • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • MBFT Media
ADVERTISING INFORMATION
Uchinanchu reaches over 9,700 households. For advertising rates and
more information, contact us at:
Tel: (808) 676-5400 – Email: huoa@huoa.org – www.huoa.org

This is Your Newsletter
Please send us your club news items and photos.
Email us at info@huoa.org Mahalo!
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President’s Message
with Obon, but we are optimistic that we’ll be able to welcome many visitors first time so on a personal level, it was very gratifying.
Student Exchange Coordinator Jun Shimada unexpectedly called me at
from Okinawa to our signature event. We also shared with officials that
we are looking forward to the HUOA Study Tour to Okinawa this coming my hotel one day at about 10 a.m., and asked if he could take me to lunch.
At the restaurant, I was pleasantly surprised when teachers Hiromi Niizato
October.
Jon and I had several meetings with members of the Okinawa Hawaii and Haruki Shimabukuro showed up. It was an instructional day, but each
received permission to leave school
Kyokai (OHK), an organization
to express in person their feelings
with a long history of support for
of kinship that they had with all
the HUOA including fundraising
of the HUOA people who showed
for the Hawaii Okinawa Center
them Aloha while in Hawaii. Then,
in the late ‘80s and the Hawaii
another surprise. Superintendent
Okinawa Plaza today. Through
of Education Hiroshi Oshiro
the efforts of Chairman Choko
wanted us to meet him in his
Takayama, Directors Asami
office after lunch. It was a nice
Ginoza and Masayuki Oshiro and
reunion because I first met OshiroOHK members, we were able to
san last year when he was Deputy
have interviews at the offices of
Superintendent and accompanied
the Ryukyu Shimpo and the Okinawa
the 2011 student exchange group
Times to talk about the HUOA, our
to Hawaii.
30th Okinawan Festival, and to
On our last night in Okinawa,
publicize our capital campaign.
Jon and I were guests of the
On March 22, the 5th
Cyrus Tamashiro and Jon Itomura join some of the Okinawa-Hawaii Kyokai officers: President Choko
Okinawa Hawaii Kyokai at a
Worldwide Uchinanchu Taikai
Takayama, Choichi Terukina Sensei and Vice President Asami Ginoza.
banquet at Jimmy’s Island Grill.
Committee held an Evening of
Appreciation for festival sponsors and leaders of organizations. I was invited About 200 attended the event, including 70 from one Okinawa hula halau
to give a kanpai speech on behalf of all overseas participants in the Taikai. and 50 from another. Each group of hula dancers ended its performance to
It was a great honor given the select guest list. Alas, immediately after my enthusiastic applause from the appreciative audience. It felt like Hawaii. In
kanpai toast, Jon and I had to rush off to make our newspaper interview addition to OHK members, Laverne Higa, Howard Asato and Liz Teruya,
provided us with immeasurable support and assistance while we were there.
appointment, and had to forego the sumptuous buffet.
The following day, Jon had a 9 a.m. aisatsu with the Mayor of Chatan Ippee nifee deebiru to all of our friends in Okinawa.
I share with you some of our aisatsu experiences to illustrate why Japanese
while I had a 9 a.m. appointment with Nago City Mayor Susumu Inamine.
During the Taikai last year, I was not able to travel to Nago because of HUOA place so much value on face-to-face meetings. Even if seeing each other for
commitments in Naha, so it was very important to me to meet with Mayor only a short while, the bond that is created through aisatsu leaves an indelible
Inamine in person this time. My one-and-a-half hour ride to Nago was impression and is important for continued international relationships.
In October, I hope many of you will be able to join the HUOA Study
provided by my second cousin, whom I met for the first time that day. I was
able to give Inamine Shicho a package from Hui Okinawa with an invitation Tour to Okinawa. I also hope you will be able to connect with your relatives
for him to come to Hilo (Nago’s sister city) for the Haari Boat Races on in Okinawa. If there is a language barrier, it’s probably even more important
August 17-18. It was a very cordial visit and I look forward to meeting him to meet each other face-to-face. For tour information, visit www.HUOA.org.
again soon. I was also able to meet many relatives of my generation for the Nourish your spirit!
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Student Exchange
Phase II of the Exchange Program will include Hawaii students spending two
weeks in Okinawa and being hosted by the students who participated in Phase I in
Hawaii.

Students enjoy a local-style picnic of hamburgers and hot dogs at Malaekaha Beach Park prepared by
Cyrus Tamashiro and George Bartels, Jr.

Group shot taken of all student participants at HOC.

Adults from Okinawa enjoy brunch at Castle High School’s Knights Cafe. (L-R): Coordinator Jun
Shimada, Principal Meredith Maeda, creator/teacher of Knights Cafe Elise Miura, English teachers
Haruki Shimabukuro and Hiromi Niizato.

A rare opportunity for two fathers to meet: Yuki Uehara arrived with his father, Hayazo, and met host
student Travis Asari and his dad, Glenn.

Hawaii Okinawa Student Exchange Potluck
By Troy Sakihara, Hui Okinawa Student Exchange Coordinator

W

hat constitutes true Hawaiian hospitality? If it’s ono food, laughter,
dancing and friendship, that’s what the 22nd Hawaii Okinawa Student
Exchange potluck was all about. On March 8, 2012, Hui Okinawa hosted 25
high school students, two English teachers, and a Board of Education representative from Okinawa for an evening of fun, food and fellowship. Club
members, friends, family and students from Waiakea High School Japanese
Club and the University of Hawaii at Hilo were all in attendance.
Following tradition, the night began with a spirited dance by Tadashi, our
beloved shishimai, to the song “I like to move it.” Guests then played games
such as Okinawan HOT sweet potato, as they passed real Okinawan sweet
potatoes around the room. The coveted prizes for the winners were the mug

and flower centerpieces that decorated the tables, while first runner-ups took
home the potato. Numerous prizes were also given out for a “Who am I?”
game that was played throughout the evening.
As usual, club members, family and friends provided a wonderful spread
of local specialties and Hawaiian dishes that outrivaled any Las Vegas buffet
line. During dinner, our guests were treated to an impressive nunchaku kata
and an intricate ukulele solo by Cody Yamaguchi, and several hula dances
performed with beautiful grace by Shaniah Yogi. Shaniah was then accom-

panied by five enthusiastic boys from Okinawa eager to demonstrate their
lovely hula skills. Our honored guests from Okinawa also put on a lively and
entertaining performance for us, dancing to J-Pop, singing, playing sanshin,
and dancing hula. This was undoubtedly a talented group of students!
At the end of the night, the Waiakea High School Japanese Club took center
stage and taught the Okinawan students the “Electric Slide” and other contemporary dances. Sounds of laughter and clapping filled the air as the night
ended with kachashi while new friendships between students from Hawaii and
Okinawa developed.
A very big mahalo goes out to the committee, club members and volunteers that helped put this fabulous event together, and to all of the attendees
that shared their tasty dishes with everyone. Special thanks go out to the
Waiakea High School Japanese Club for their assistance with the program
and to HUOA for providing financial support. And last but not least, a sincere mahalo to our guests and new friends from Okinawa for spending an
evening of aloha with us.
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Uchinanchu Spotlight

Spotlight: Tom Nakamatsu

H

ave you visited the Hawaii Okinawa Center
recently? It has been nearly 22 years since we
opened our doors and we have truly been blessed
with volunteers who have devoted their time and
resources in the maintenance of our home. There
is a special sparkle and shine to our buildings,
and our lush gardens provide a halcyon respite
for our visitors and a wonderful setting for wedding ceremonies, family, grade school and pet
portraits, and much more.
Interestingly, a good number of visitors will
gravitate to one spot in the Okinawa Takakura
Garden for their ceremonies and portraits. That
place is the waterfall and pond. Cascading waters from the craggy mound of coral
rocks flow into a pristine pond filled with jewel-colored koi. Occasionally, if you
are lucky, you can see dragonflies with gossamer wings wisping above the mirrorlike surface of the pond—so beautiful and calming.
The pond was not always as pretty and crystal clear as it is now. In the first few
years after the Center opened, we were constantly battling the fast-growing algae
that turned the water green and foamy. In a day, the pond would be filled with layers of thin, inedible limu. The volunteers and staff tried different ways to control
the algae by adding fish to eat the algae, enzymes to control its growth, extra elbow
grease to scrub the bottom of the pond—everyone tried to remedy this situation.
It wasn’t until 1996, when Tom “Shige” Nakamatsu joined our corps of volunteer
gardeners, that the pond issue became somewhat controlled.
For most of the time that Tom has volunteered at the Center, his focus has been
the care and maintenance of the pond and its filtering system. At least twice weekly, Tom begins his cleaning duties before the sun rises so that—by mid-morning—
visitors are treated to the refreshing sound of clean, gurgling water…and, he can
be on his way to his favorite game of golf.
Tom is the seventh of the nine children born to Yoshin and Kamado Nakamatsu
who were issei from Yonabaru. In addition to his work on the plantation, the

senior Nakamatsu was industrious and, with his family, raised pigs, vegetables,
chickens and much more. He and Tom’s older brother developed a self-watering
system for their chickens. Self-reliance was a natural trait among the issei and
their children. Tom is testament to this because, whenever we’ve had a shredder
jam or equipment malfunction, he
has been a “McGiver-Mr. Fix-It” for
our staff. Very importantly, his valuable help in the pond and “extending” the life of our office equipment
has equated to the saving of funds
that have been used for other needs.
Tom and wife Charlotte traveled
to Okinawa for the first in 2002.
Not surprisingly, Tom showed his
self-reliance and instinctiveness by
renting a car upon arrival and finding his own way to Yonabaru to visit
his relatives and offer his respects
at the family’s o-haka. He found
the Okinawan people to be warm,
kind and friendly and very similar to
his fellow volunteers at the Hawaii
Okinawa Center. Tom credits the
“nice” people who make up the corps
of volunteers who offer camaraderie
in their enthusiasm in caring for the
Center as one of the reasons for his
continued service.
The HUOA takes this opportunity to salute Tom Nakamatsu and extends our
heartfelt appreciation to his wife Charlotte, his children, and grandchildren for
supporting Tom in all that he has accomplished for the Hawaii Okinawa Center.
Ippee Nifee Deebiru!!

“Self-reliance was
a natural trait
among the issei
and their children.
Tom is testament
to this because,
whenever we’ve
had...equipment
malfunction, he has
been a “McGiverMr. Fix-It” for our
staff.”
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Warabi Ashibi – Children at Play

Okinawan Cultural Summer Day Camp for Children - Scheduled for Oahu, Maui, Kauai and Hawaii this June

E

ver wondered about the Okinawan lion-dog “what makes it growl,” or how
a sanshin is made, or how to play those cool red drums you see at obon
dances? Well, HUOA’s Warabi Ashibi program might be the answer to your questions.
“Warabi Ashibi” is an Okinawan term meaning “children at play.” The spirit of
this theme has governed the Hawaii United Okinawa Association’s Okinawan Cultural
Summer Day Camp Program for Kids. Developed in 1996, the program is designed to
teach children about the Okinawan culture and heritage in a fun learning atmosphere.
Campers (children from the ages of 8 to 13) are introduced to Okinawan history,
dance, language, drumming, martial arts, crafts, flower arrangement, cooking and
plantation games. Projects are designed to provide a hands-on fun and educational
experience for the participants and will vary from camp to camp.
Projects this year will include: the making and performing of a “shishaa” or Okinawan
lion dog (Oahu); a “kankara” sanshin (Kauai, Hilo and Oahu); a “shimi-daiko” or twosided corded drum (Maui); and “odaiko” large eisa drum (Kohala, Kona and Hilo).
According to State Director Karen Kuba-Hori, “We are very excited this year, as we
will have Okinawan camps on all Hawaii counties. Having the opportunity to introduce
such important elements of our Okinawan culture to our children is immeasurable.
Every year each program gets better and better. The programming this year is
exceptional – lots of fun stuff for the kids play, learn and teach their parents.”
“Warabi Ashibi” was first established by the HUOA for Oahu, the program
is now offered statewide with the assistance from neighbor island Okinawan
clubs and a grant from the State of Hawaii, State Foundation on Culture and the
Arts. Coordinators from each island develop the program that will best suit their
population.
For additional and updated information, please visit our website at www.huoa.
org or call the HUOA office at 676-5400 or email at kuba-huoa@hawaii.rr.com.

Listing of Camps and General Information:
Oahu
Location: Hawaii Okinawa Center
Date of Camp: June 5 – 8
(sleepover at the Hawaii Okinawa Center scheduled on Thursday)
Hours: Tuesday – Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
					 Friday: 8:30 a.m. – noon
Coordinating Club: Hui O Laulima
Directors: Wendy Yoshimoto and Jean Tsuda
Registration: $100 (discount for multi-child households)			
Number of Kids: 80
Ages: 8 to 13 years of age
Contact: Karen Kuba-Hori, (808) 676-5400
				
kuba-huoa@hawaii.rr.com
				
(see application form provided on this page)

Maui
Location: Maui Okinawa Center
Date of Camp: May 29 – June 1
Hours: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Coordinating Club: Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai
Directors: Laurie Omuro-Yamamoto and Jennifer Y. Omuro
Registration: $85 for MOKK members; $110 for non-members
			
(discount for multi-child households)
Number of Kids: 30
Ages: Entering 1st grade – 8th grade
Contact: Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai, (808) 242-1560
			 			 MOKK
						 P O Box 1884, Wailuku 96793
						 Laurie Omuro-Yamamoto, (808)243-9467

Hawaii – Hilo
Location: Honpa Hongwanji, Hilo Betsuin
Date of Camp: June 3 – 8
(Excursion scheduled for Thursday – with a Wednesday Fun Night)
Hours: 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Coordinating Club: Hui Okinawa
Registration: $90 (discount for multi-child households)
Number of Kids: 48
Ages: 8 to 13 years of age
Director: Ruby Maekawa
Contact: Ruby Maekawa, (808) 959-4855
						 rmaekawa@hawaiiantel.net

Hawaii – Kohala
Location: Hawi Jodo Mission Hall
Date of Camp: June 30 – July 1
Hours: Saturday - 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
					 Sunday – 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Coordinating Club: Kohala Okinawa Kenjin Kai
Registration: $40 (discount for multi-child households)
Number of Kids: 24
Ages: 7 years to 13 years of age
Director: Melanie Matsuda
Contact: Kathy Matsuda, (808) 889-5801
				
kathy@hialoha.net
Hawaii – Kona
Location: Hualalai Academy School
Date of Camp: June 23 – 24
Hours: Saturday – 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
					 Sunday – 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Coordinating Club: Kona Okinawa Kenjin Kai
Registration: $40 (discount for multi-child households)
Number of Kids: 20
Ages: 8 to 13 years of age
Directors: Doris Grace and Pat Nagy
Contact: Doris Grace, gracedoris48@gmail.com
						 Pat Nagy, (808) 325-0060 or
						 pnagy808@hotmail.com
Kauai
Location: Kauai War Memorial Convention Hall
Date of Camp: June 12 – June 14
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Coordinating Club: Hui Alu, Inc.
Registration: $60 (discount for multi-child households)
Number of Kids: 50
Ages: 8 to 13 years of age
Director: Gloria Hiranaka
Contact: Gloria Hiranaka, gjhiranaka@hotmail.com
Registration Form on page 7
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Registration Form –
Deadline: Friday, May 18, 2012
Enrollment limited to 80 participants
Name of Child
Age		

Sex		

T-shirt size: Adult/Youth

					

Returning Child: [ ]Yes [ ] No

circle one

indicate size

No. of Yrs Participating:

Name of Child
Age		

Sex		

T-shirt size: Adult/Youth

					

Returning Child: [ ]Yes [ ] No

circle one

indicate size

No. of Yrs Participating:

Name of Child
Age		

Sex		

T-shirt size: Adult/Youth

					

Returning Child: [ ]Yes [ ] No

circle one

indicate size

No. of Yrs Participating:

Parent or Legal Guardian’s Name(s)

Address
Phone:
Home 		

Parent/work 		

Parent/Cell

E-mail Address: 							

Registration Fees:
One child ($100) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
*Two children ($180) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
*Three children ($260) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Kankara Kit ($15) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Addition T-shirts:
(youth) --------- $7

quantity ___

size ___

(adult) -------- $10

quantity ___

size ___

			

Total Amount Enclosed

* To receive the multi-child discount, children must
belong to the same household.
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Seventh Annual Taste of
Marukai

M

arukai offered the 900-plus eager “tasters” opportunities to explore the
Japanese culture and culinary traditions at the Seventh Annual Taste of
Marukai! We sauntered from station to station enjoying the exciting dishes from Roy’s
Restaurant, the fresh grilled Kona abalone, delicious Washugyu American Kobe beef,
fresh oysters, and my personal favorites: king crab, crispy shrimp tempura, oishi sushi,
extremely
fresh
sashimi and so
many other choices.
With over 50
varieties of premium
sake from Japan to
sample along with a
selection of whiskey
and Japanese beer
(including Orion,
the famous beer
from
Okinawa),
the choices were
dif f icult,
but
the tasting and
discovery of how
Check Presentation to the Four Participating Organizations
great they all tasted
was the main topic (L-R): Roy Ishihara, VP Operations, Marukai Corp; Cyrus Tamashiro,
of
conversation President, Hawaii United Okinawa Association; Staci Yoshihara, President,
Honolulu Japanese Junior Chamber of Commerce; Christine Kubota, Chair
throughout Marukai of the Board, Honolulu Japanese Chamber of Commerce; Carole Hayashino,
that evening.
President and Executive Director, Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii; and
As I held on to
Richard Matsu, Executive VP, Marukai Corporation
my batch of prize
tickets, waiting to win the JAL Roundtrip Airfare for two to Japan, I cheered for
Paul Komeiji who won the Tiger rice cooker, Kira Tamashiro, a beginning golfer who
won four rounds of golf at Pearl Country Club, and Tammy Namihira who scored
the 42-inch LCD TV. There must have been more HUOA folks who won special
prizes, but as I kept wandering around searching for more delectables and having
wonderful conversations with so many people, I missed a lot of prize presentations.
We
offer
special thanks
to our HUOA
volunteers who
assisted with
ticket
sales
and collection,
parking, wrist
banding guests,
distributing
programs,
and
prize
ticket
sales:
Karen
Kuba
Hori, Clayton
Oishii! Doreen and George Bartels, Jr., and Charlene Tamanaha savor every bite
and Ronlynn
at the Taste of Marukai.
A r a k a k i ,
Dwight Ikehara, Gainor Miyashiro, Eleanor Miyasaki, Tammy Namihira, Sandy
Kaneshiro, June Neumann, Jon Itomura, Kaaren Takara, Karen Sugikawa, Ethan
Toyama, Bertha Arakawa, Celeste Yamaguchi, Dorene Niibu, Laura Ajimine and
Gary Jitchaku.
First time attendee Brandon Nakasone said, “it was a blast and I can’t wait for
next year’s Taste of Marukai.” Ippee Nifee Deebiru to Marukai’s Executive Vice
President Richard Matsu and his entire staff for offering this opportunity to our
community.

Make checks payable to HUOA. Mail to:
HUOA
Children’s Day Camp
94-587 Ukee Street
Waipahu, HI 96797

Ippee nifee deebiru!
HUOA use only_____
____ Input completed
_________
(Date)

________
(Initial) Rev. 6/30/11, 2/24/12

CDC-F #1
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One of the biggest draws is the opportunity to sample over 50 varieties of premium sake from Japan.
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Cool Weather – Hot Reception
Jon Itomura, Capital Campaign Chair

C

ool Weather
Not a vehicle in sight, puffy white marshmallow clouds dotted the blue skies,
crisp and cool winds blew across my face while everyone scurried about in heavy
parkas and sweaters. While this seems to describe a calm afternoon in the month
of March somewhere between Hawaii and the east coast of the continental United
States, most readers of the HUOA Uchinanchu newsletter would not assume that
this described a pleasant and somewhat chilly Sunday afternoon on Kokusai Dori. I
did neglect to mention the other activities happening on the very same Kokusai Dori
such as: the adorable yet energetic enthusiasm of a young sousoku (contemporary)
eisa drummer, jumping and twisting in the air before landing deftly and confidently
on the balls of his feet in perfect timing with the rhythmic beat of his odaiko; futuristic pedi-cabs whizzing by providing young patrons and some elderly visitors a welcomed ride to their Naha hotels, and even a well-synchronized hip-hop dance troupe
consisting of 15 or more 7-9 year old boys, attracting a large crowd of excited family
members, friends and visitors with Michael Jackson moves. I had the opportunity to
experience all of this on an early Sunday afternoon just a couple weeks ago.
I accompanied HUOA President Cyrus Tamashiro on his “2012 Aisatsu Trip” to
accomplish three specific goals; first, to join Cyrus in relaying our appreciation for
Okinawa’s hospitality during the 5th Worldwide Okinawa Festival back in October;
second, to offer further gratitude, on behalf of HUOA officers, staff, member clubs
and the Capital Campaign Committee, to Okinawa Governor Hirokazu Nakaima,
Naha Mayor Takeshi Onaga, and Haebaru Mayor Toshiyasu Shiroma for their parts
in donating much needed funds to kick-start the site improvements for the Okinawa
Plaza; and third,
to respond to
the
Okinawa
Hawaii
Kyo
Kai’s (“OHKK”)
request to meet
and collaborate
on a grassroots
effort to raise
interest in the
HUOA’s Okinawa
Plaza
Capital
Campaign.
The purpose
for our specific
visits to the mayors of Naha and
Haebaru was also
two-fold. Mayor
Onaga is the curA Velotaxi efficiently zips through the streets of Naha.
rent chair of the
City Mayor’s Association and Mayor Shiroma is the chair of the Town and Village
Mayors Association. Both associations supported Governor Nakaima’s efforts to
assist HUOA’s Okinawa Plaza Capital Campaign and have provided generous contributions to help defray the costs of initial construction projects on the Okinawa
Plaza property. I emphasized HUOA’s gratitude for Okinawa’s governmental support and Cyrus explained that there are no current intentions to request additional
contributions from Okinawa’s governmental entities as HUOA is currently moving
forward with its Hawaii specific corporate fundraising and construction plans. The
Governor and both Mayors eagerly expressed that they are looking forward to celebrate the opening of the Okinawa Plaza along with the Hawaii Okinawa Center’s
25th anniversary in 2015.

H

ot Reception
The numerous meetings with members of the OHKK culminated with an
impressive Hawaiian celebration at their annual meeting. The outdoor temperature
was very cool that night but when Seichiro Inamine opened up Jimmy’s Bakery &
Restaurant-Naha to over 300 guests, the event, discussions, and friendships heated
up very quickly. Over 150 hula students from Leilani Hula Group (Directors Nobuo
and Mariko Utsugi) and the Halau Hula Kalakaua (Kumu Eko Ota – Uncle George
Na’ope’s halau in Urasoe), performed numerous “hula auana” dances. The atmosphere
was highly charged
with
positive
enthusiasm
as
the ongoing bond
between Okinawa
and Hawaii was
celebrated.
For those who are
not familiar with
OHKK, I provide
this very brief
explanation. OHKK
was
organized
by the original
University of Hawaii
East-West Center
Association Fellows
from
Okinawa.
These
individuals
Cyrus Tamashiro and Jon Itomura visit with Naha Mayor Takeshi Onaga.
ret u r ned
to
Okinawa over 40-50 years ago but cherished the relationship between Okinawa and
Hawaii and have maintained their desire to promote and perpetuate this bond with
the purpose to benefit both Okinawa and Hawaii. Current members include many
who have had varying degrees of contact with Hawaii or Hawaii residents and feel a
special Aloha or Chimugukuru for Hawaii.
The OHKK is part of a collaboration seeking to publish a children’s picture book
that tells the story of the 550 pigs that embarked on the journey to Okinawa as a
result of Hawaii’s Okinawan community’s efforts to provide critical post-war aid. It
was repeatedly emphasized to me that although over 60 years have passed, no one
should forget the actual and symbolic significance of the efforts and sacrifices of so
many friends and family in Hawaii to send clothing, medicine, supplies, goats and
pigs to a post-war devastated Okinawa. This children’s story will follow the fictional
adventure of “Bu-chan,” a young pig who is trying to understand the purpose of their
journey to Okinawa. This publication supports the previous efforts of the Okinawa
Pork Industry and the 5th Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival Committee to present
a “Pigs From the Sea” exhibit at the Prefectural Museum during the 2011 Taikai
celebration. OHKK is confident that this story will serve as a reminder to the current
and future generation of Okinawa’s youth that Hawaii’s Okinawa community holds
a special place in Okinawa’s history that has not been discussed in traditional
educational history books.
OHKK requested HUOA’s assistance for HOKK’s efforts to raise awareness in
Okinawa, of Hawaii’s unique relationship with Okinawa and to also assist HOKK’s
upcoming grassroots campaign to provide information and gather support for the
Hawaii Okinawa Plaza. I believe that this 2012 Aisatsu trip, although a hefty personal
expense for both President Tamashiro and myself, further strengthened the special
relationships formed throughout the years between HUOA and Okinawa and I look
forward to 2015 when we celebrate the opening of the Okinawa Plaza.

Ikuyu Madin

Bridging from Generation to Generation - For Our Children!

A Capital Campaign of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association
The Hawaii United Okinawa Association would like to acknowledge the following individuals, families, organizations and companies
who have donated or pledged to our Capital Campaign. We are grateful for your support and the confidence you have displayed
through your generous donation. Magukuru kara ippee nifee deebiru – from our hearts, thank you very much.
Donations listed below were received from February 1, 2012 to March 31, 2012.
Angeline Gima
Stanley K. & Mitsuko Nakamura
Yoshiharu Nakamura
Everett S. Nakata

The Prudential Foundation Matching Gifts
Program for Jason Y. Tokuda
Takeo & Betty Y. Shimabukuro
Senki & Florence H. Uyeunten

In Memory of Nancy C. Sakurai by Kenneth
M. Sakurai
In Memory of Robert S. Uechi by Members
of Yomitan Club

Preserving Our Legacy
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2011 to 2012–Annual Fund Drive

The Hawaii United Okinawa Association would like to acknowledge the following individuals, families, organizations and companies who
have donated towards our annual fund drive. Our campaign, launched on October 29, has raised contributions totaling over $123,000,
from over 1,007 contributors. We are truly grateful for your commitment to our culture and Association. Ippee Nifee Deebiru!
Our list of donors below reflect contributions received from February 1, 2012 to March 31, 2012.
GOLD ($1,000 to $999)
In Memory of Matsunobu Uyehara by Gayle
Fujioka

BRONZE ($250 to $499)
Ken & Amy Mijo
In Memory of Harold Tome and Zachary
Manago by May Tome

CONTRIBUTOR ($100 to $249)
Anonymous
Hiroshi Higa
Thomas M. Ikehara
Robert R. Kaneshiro
Stanley Mishima

George M. Miyashiro
Takeo & Mildred S. Nakama
Ruth Y. Oshiro
Janet E. Saito
Jane S. Shiroma
James & Loretta Tokuda
Michael Yamauchi
Albert Yeda
In Memory of Hoichi Higa by Hajime &
Jane M. Uyeki
In Memory of Isamu “Ponduce” Hokama by
Conrad Hokama
In Memory of Kanyei & Otoyo Izumigawa
by Roger N. Izumigawa

In Memory of Giuei, Kane & Thomas
Kamiya by Tom & Jan Kamiya Dobiesz
In Memory of Thomas & Naeko Maeda by
Duane M. Maeda
In Memory of Jane Sadako Tonaki by
Members of Hawaii Sashiki - Chinen
Doshi Kai
In Memory of Elsie Yonamine by Members
of Hawaii Sashiki-Chinen Doshi Kai

FRIEND ($50 to $99)
Glen S. & Setsuko Arakaki
Joe & Connie Chun

HUOA DONATIONS
February 1, 2012 to March 31, 2012

HUOA sends a sincere ippee nifee deebiru to the following donors:

Antenna Ltd.
Takashi Fukuji, Okinawa Women’s Junior College
Kenneth M. Nakasone (designated for HUOA Video)

Senior

ealt h &ness
H          Fair
Aware

5th Annual Senior Health & Awareness Fair
Friday, June 22, 2012
9:00 am – 1:00 pm
Hawaii Okinawa Center
Prize Giveaway:
5 night Las Vegas package
giveaway by Vacations Hawaii!
Free admission & parking
Health, safety, financial booths
New products and services for seniors
Valuable information for caregivers and families
FREE WORKSHOPS
• Security for Seniors by Alert Alarm
• Medicare by United HelathCare
• Assistive Technology – Tools for Life by
Assistive Technology Resource Centers of
Hawaii
• How to Protect Your Medicare Number
Against Scammers by Executive Office on
Aging – Senior Medicare Patrol
• Reverse Mortgage Specialists of Hawaii
For more information: www.huoa.org or 676-5400
Sponsored by Hawaii United Okinawa Association

T

Nancy K. Ikehara
Rachael T. Sakuma
Harry Y. & Jo Ann O. Tome
Lester Yonamine
In Memory of Yasuichi & Shigeko
Takushi by Shigenobu & Jane Inouye

OTHER
A.S. Gima
Derek T. Hirao & Family
Agnes Nakamatsu
Shizu H. Stamm
Jerry & Jan Wheeler

Did you get your discount
Purple Card?

hanks to your support of the Purple Card fundraiser, we
sold over 1,000 cards! With clubs and individuals selling
the discount cards, HUOA was able to raise $10,780, with a portion going to participating clubs and the Hawaii Okinawa High
School Student Exchange Program.
The Purple Card, otherwise known as the Mahalo
iDCard offers discounts at
a variety of retail stores,
restaurants and activities.
Most establishments post
an iDCard logo on their
front door. Just show your
card to receive your discount
offer!
HUOA still has more cards
to sell. Because it is a fundraiser for HUOA, cards are sold
at $20 instead of the regular
price of $30. Drop by Hawaii
Okinawa Center and purchase
your card today!
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Centennial Celebration for
Ginowan Shijin Kai and Urasoe
Shijin Kai
By Jane Sachiko Nakamura, Ginowan Shijin Kai

P

resident Ellen Higa’s message: It was like a big family reunion of both the
Ginowan and Urasoe clubs. It is history coming together a hundred years later.
To quote Dr. S. Shiramizu of Tokyo, “What a marvelous party!” Many thanks to the
committee members for their hard work, especially to Janyce Miyashiro, chair, who
got the ball rolling. To all those who came out in support of the evening, “Ippee Nifee
Deebiru.”
In 1912, twelve years after the first contract laborers from Okinawa arrived in
Hawaii aboard the S.S. China Maru, a small group of Issei from Ginowan and
Urasoe gathered to form the Ginowan-Urasoe Doshikai for fellowship and to assist
family and friends in times of need. This was the beginning of the two clubs now
known as Ginowan Shijin Kai and Urasoe Shijin Kai. The Ginowan Shijin Kai
planned the centennial celebration in conjunction with its annual New Year festivities and invited the Urasoe Shijin Kai to jointly celebrate 100 years of togetherness.
Larry Nishihara of the Urasoe Shijin Kai represented his club in all of our planning
committee meetings.
Janyce Miyashiro, Chairperson for the Centennial/Shinnen Enkai, reserved the
entire Hawaii Okinawa Center banquet hall with a vision of filling it with happy
friends and relatives united in roots from Okinawa. Janyce planned the occasion
with our ancestral Okinawa in mind and tables were decorated with rooted sweet

Ginowan President Ellen Higa, Vice President Roberta Umeno, Treasurer Alan Kunihisa and Secretary
Sandy Nishimoto. Urasoe President George Miyashiro, Vice President Larry Nishihara and Treasurer
Lynn Masuda.

attendance from the Ginowan club and 29 from the Urasoe club. Seven members
from Ginowan and 10 from Urasoe were recognized as age 90 or older. Celebrating
her Kajimaya, 97-year-old Yoshiko Oshiro from Urasoe Shijin Kai was recognized
by Larry Nishihara and presented a commemorative plaque by HUOA Executive
Director, Jane Serikaku.
A toast to the Urasoe club was led by Seihan Tamashiro of Ginowan club, the toast
from the Urasoe club to Ginowan club was led by Tom Shimabuku and a toast to all
guests was led by Takeo Shimabukuro of Ginowan.
A video, “Ginowan: Our Heritage,” preceded the musical entertainment by
Ginowan and Urasoe club members. John Tasato emceed the entertainment of
Gassho, performances by youngsters Amanda Higa, Kylie and Kaitlin Canubida,
singing by Joy Shimabukuro. Derek Shiroma-Urizun Minyo Group performed for
the rest of a very short evening, which closed with the entire hall singing “Hawaii
Aloha” led by Joy Shimabukuro and kachashi.
Attendees reaction to this historic celebration exceeded the anniversary committee’s expectations. “Stupendous!” Unbelievable!” and “Outstanding!” were just a
few of the descriptions of the evening’s activities. Attendance exceeded expectations by 100 percent and through meticulous planning, great leadership and strong
cooperation between Ginowan and Urasoe, the 100th Anniversary would have been
proudly endorsed by our departed Issei.

Hui Makaala Scholarships
Available to College-Bound
High School Graduates
(L-R): 97-year-old Yoshiko Nishihara Oshiro from Urasoe Shijin Kai celebrated her Kajimaya with
her sisters: Shigeko and Yoneko Nishihara and Satsuki Hartle.

potato slips ready for planting, elegant in their places. In October, Janyce brought
sweet potatoes with instructions on rooting and distributed them to committee
members eager to learn and see an innovative and relevant table decorating. The
lucky winners of these plants should have delicious beni-imo harvests this year!
Janyce, husband Steve and daughter Julie dedicated their family time to making
this a success!
The Ginowan centennial logo was selected and shopping bags and cookbooks
bear this proudly. The royal blue Ginowan shopping bags included facsimiles of
the old “dolong” (Durham) cigarette bags and small rice bags with other reminders
of yesteryear. The cookbook, undertaken by Claire Matsumoto and Wilma Ogimi
contain original recipes and family pictures of the recipe donors. Books—precious
memento of our 100 years in Hawaii—are still available for $15. Professional Family
group photos were offered and over 85 families had photos taken during this celebration.
Seven hundred Ginowan and Urasoe club members and families attended. Friends
and relatives came from the neighbor islands, the mainland, Okinawa and Tokyo
for this festive occasion. Mistress of Ceremonies Jodi Leong led the program with
a “Call to Celebration” by drummers Patrick Miyashiro, Brian Canubida and Terry
Higa. Little drummer Liko Kalawaia kept the beat for three shishas (Eric Nitta/
Rylan Kunimitsu, Chaz Tanoue/Jacob Higa, Shane Kalawaia/Cheyne Tanoue) in the
Shishimai. Invocation by president Ellen Higa preceded a sumptuous dinner.
One of the amazing stories that surfaced during the planning process was the
story of Jodi Leong, previously from KITV, who served as the Mistress of Ceremony.
When initially approached to be the MC, she had no knowledge of the significance of
her selection. With her mother being a Ginowan member, she was an obvious choice.
However, being selected as the MC, her connection to Urasoe was also revealed. Her
grandfather and great grandfather were both from Urasoe.
George Bartels was introduced as HUOA President-Elect. Ginowan President
Ellen Higa and George Miyashiro Urasoe President addressed the celebrants. Also
introduced were the Ginowan Shijin Kai officers and Urasoe Shijin Kai officers,
Uchinanchu of the Year for both clubs, Ginowan club college graduates, and members from 80 to 97 years of age of both clubs. There were 40 members over 80 in

H

ui Makaala is currently soliciting applications for the 2012 Hui Makaala
Scholarship. From its inception in 1947, Hui Makaala has been dedicated to
the pursuit of higher education. Over the years, it has awarded hundreds of scholarships to Hawaii’s college-bound high school graduates who not only have the
drive to succeed but also an interest in the rich tapestry of Okinawan culture. In
2009, Hui Makaala opened its scholarships to currently enrolled college students.
Typically, Hui Makaala awards between six and eight scholarships annually in the
amount of $2,500 - $3,000. Last year, Hui Makaala awarded scholarships to the following students:
Sara Fukuhara (Mid-Pacific Institute)
Carly Namihira (Aiea High School)
Shelby Oshiro (Roosevelt High School, studied under Grand Master Lynn
Yoshiko Nakasone and Derek Ichiro Shiroma)
Matthew Taira (Pearl City High School)
Jason Walter Jiro Uza (University of Hawaii)
Kelsie-Ann Valentine (Kapolei High School)
Brianne Yamada (Kalani High School, member of Ryukyukoku Matsuri Daiko)
Kerry Yamauchi (Kauai High School, member of Ryukyukoku Matsuri Daiko)
Completed applications must be postmarked no later than June 1, 2012.
Applications can be downloaded from our website at www.huimakaala.org/scholarship.htm. The Scholarship Banquet honoring our 2012 recipients will be held
in July. If you have further questions, please feel free to e-mail the club at info@
huimakaala.org.

Club News continued on Page 11

This is Your Newsletter
Please send us your club news items and photos.
Email us at info@huoa.org Mahalo!
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Mensore! Come join us for an By Ed Kino, President
Okinawan experience on Maui! O

T

he Maui Okinawan Kenjin Kai (MOKK), along with co-sponsor Maui Mall,
will hold its Maui Okinawan Festival on Saturday, June 16, from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m., at the Maui Mall in Kahului. "Unleash Your Uchinanchu Spirit” is the theme
of the Festival being chaired by Jason Hondo and Lori Shinsato, with lots of support from MOKK members and friends.
The entertainment program will feature continuous Okinawan music and dance
performed by homegrown
talent from Maui, as well as
performers from Oahu. Taiko
and sanshin players as well
as martial arts demonstration
will also take the stage.
Okinawan artifacts reflecting our Okinawan history
will be on view at our cultural display. Artifacts used
by Okinawan Issei, Okinawan
ceramics, glassware, lacquer
and textiles will be on display.
Instruments and dancewear
will also be on display. There
will be 15-20 minute presentations and demonstrations on Okinawan topics.
There will be something for everyone at the Maui Okinawan Festival – even a
craft fair featuring the arts, crafts and jewelry of vendors from Maui and Oahu.
Professional photo sessions in traditional Okinawan wear will also be available for
children and adults.
Of course, no Okinawan festival is complete without lots of Okinawan food. The
Maui Festival will feature delicious pig's feet soup; an Okinawan plate lunch, andadog, chow fun; everyone's favorite andagi and more!
Our Country Store will feature homemade pickles, jams and jellies, sekihan and
other rice dishes, baked goods, along with different types of mochi, including nantu
and baked mochi.
The children are sure to have fun with the games and activities planned for them.
Festival T-shirts will also be available for sale.
The Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai welcomes all Uchinanchu-at-heart! Mark your
calendars and plan on spending the day, June 16, at the Maui Okinawan Festival,
“Unleash Your Uchinanchu Spirit,” at the Maui Mall! And, don't forget to bring your
recyclable bags.
For more information on the Festival, please call the Maui Okinawan Cultural
Center at 242-1560.

ne hundred twenty-two members, family and guests of Kanegusuku Sonjin Kai
celebrated their club’s 86th Anniversary at Masa’s Cafeteria on February 12. For
the 16th year, Kento of Hawaiian Flyin’ Balloons made the table and stage decorations
and sculptures in the Valentine’s theme for the children and adults.
Recognized as the eldest member in attendance was 98-year-old Mrs. Shizue Kino,
mother of club president, Ed Kino.
Members were pleased with a stunning Shishi mai performance by Jon Itomura and
Eric Nitta and found it hilarious when a boy’s arm was “bitten and shaken” when he
attempted to put some money in the shisaa’s mouth.
For the past 15 years, Afuso Ryu Gensei Kai’s Grant “Sandaa” Murata, a member
of Kanegusuku Sonjin Kai, entertained the audience. Grant’s 9-year-old son sang
Okinawan songs with his dad and Yoshiko Ishiki danced a couple of numbers.
The evening of food, pupu, desserts and drinks including the selling of food products from Shirokiya’s Okinawan Fair ended with Kachashi and door prizes. The
grand prize of a 22-inch Vizio LCD TV went to Darryl Yamamoto.
Join us at next year’s Shinnen enkai at Masa’s Cafeteria on February 10, 2013 (the
Year of the Snake).

Nakagusuku Shinnen Enkai

HUOA President-elect George Bartels, Jr., and Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai's President Denise Liu congratulate the 90-plus year old members at the Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai's Shinnen enkai. (L-R): Hiroshi
Higa, Kikue Higa, Dorothy Waniya, Barbara Soken and Alice Shimabukuro.

George Bartels, Jr., and Denise Liu offer their congratulations to Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai's 85-year-old
members: Tomoyoshi Higa, Misayo Higa and Elsie Tomie Higa.

Congratulations to Alyssa and
Mei Mei

P

resident
Scott
Nakahara
congratulated the two scholarship
winners at Hui Uruma's Shinnen enkai
on March 10 in Honokaa. Both girls
were awarded scholastic scholarships of
$300 each.
Alyssa Fujii is a senior at Honokaa
High School and will be attending the
University of Hawaii Hilo, where she will
be studying Forestry. Mei Mei Nakahara,
a senior at Hawaii Preparatory Academy,
will be heading for the University of San
Diego to major in Biology.
Hui Uruma members extend their best
wishes to both Alyssa and Mei Mei.

Congratulations to Alyssa and Mei Mei
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Sport s
Corner

Play Ball!
2012 OKINAWAN CLUB
SOFTBALL TEAMS
Team photos may not include all members of the team, please accept our apology if any player is missing.

OROKU AZA-KOCHINDA

Itoman

NAKAGUSUKU

Nishihara

Tomigusuku

Gushikawa-Yomitan

Haneji

Hui Makaala
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Gushikawa Blue

Urasoe

Gushichan

Aza Gushikawa

42nd	
  Annual	
  Hawaii	
  Okinawan	
  Invitational	
  Golf	
  Tournament	
  
Saturday,	
  May	
  26,	
  2012	
  &	
  Sunday,	
  May	
  27,	
  2012	
  
Pali	
  Municipal	
  Golf	
  Course	
  
Sponsored	
  by	
  Hawaii	
  United	
  Okinawa	
  Association	
  
	
  

ELIGIBILITY:	
   	
  
Open	
  to	
  all	
  members	
  and	
  guests	
  of	
  the	
  Hawaii	
  United	
  Okinawa	
  Association	
  and	
  affiliated	
  Okinawan	
  clubs.	
  
	
  
FLIGHTS:	
  	
   	
  
	
  
CHAMPIONSHIP	
  
0-‐9	
  
36	
  holes	
  
One	
  low	
  gross,	
  all	
  others	
  net	
  
	
  
“A”	
  
10-‐19	
  
36	
  holes	
  
Low	
  Net	
  
	
  
“B”	
  
20-‐30	
  
36	
  holes	
  
Low	
  Net	
  
	
  
Women	
  
0-‐38	
  
36	
  holes	
  
Low	
  Net	
  
	
  
Seniors	
  (60	
  &	
  over)	
   0-‐30	
  
36	
  holes	
  
Low	
  Net	
  
	
  
Super	
  Seniors	
  (75+)	
   0-‐30	
  
18	
  Holes	
  	
   Sunday	
  Low	
  Net	
  Sunday	
  
	
  
NOTE:	
  	
  	
  
Championship	
  Flight	
  golfer	
  with	
  the	
  lowest	
  36-‐hole	
  gross	
  total	
  will	
  be	
  declared	
  the	
  Tournament	
  Champion.	
  	
  In	
  case	
  of	
  a	
  tie,	
  the	
  winner	
  will	
  
be	
  determined	
  by	
  sudden	
  death	
  play	
  off.	
  	
  For	
  net	
  scores,	
  ties	
  will	
  be	
  decided	
  by	
  matching	
  cards	
  or	
  by	
  other	
  methods	
  as	
  determined	
  by	
  the	
  
Tournament	
  Committee.	
  
	
  
AWARDS	
  &	
  BANQUET:	
  	
  	
  
Prizes	
  and	
  awards	
  to	
  be	
  presented	
  on	
  May	
  27,	
  2012,	
  at	
  Jikoen	
  Temple,	
  1731	
  North	
  School	
  Street,	
  with	
  cocktails	
  starting	
  at	
  5:30	
  p.m.	
  and	
  
dinner	
  at	
  6	
  p.m.	
  	
  
	
  
ENTRY	
  FEE:	
  	
  	
  
$125	
  includes	
  green	
  fees,	
  cart	
  fees,	
  City	
  and	
  County	
  of	
  Honolulu	
  user	
  fees,	
  and	
  awards	
  banquet.	
  	
  Additional	
  banquet	
  tickets	
  are	
  available	
  at	
  
$15	
  each.	
  Super	
  Seniors:	
  	
  $60,	
  green	
  fees	
  &	
  cart	
  fees,	
  Sunday	
  User	
  fees	
  &	
  awards	
  banquet.	
  
	
  
STARTING	
  TIMES:	
  	
  
Starting	
  times	
  for	
  all	
  flights	
  will	
  be	
  from	
  6:30	
  a.m.	
  to	
  9	
  a.m.	
  	
  Tee	
  times	
  will	
  be	
  posted	
  at	
  the	
  Starter’s	
  Booth	
  at	
  Pali	
  Municipal	
  Golf	
  Course.	
  	
  All	
  
participants	
  will	
  be	
  grouped	
  according	
  to	
  flights:	
  Seniors,	
  Women,	
  A,	
  Championship,	
  and	
  B.	
  
	
  
ENTRY	
  DEADLINE:	
  	
  First	
  120	
  players	
  or	
  May	
  15,	
  2012,	
  whichever	
  comes	
  first.	
  Entry	
  forms	
  are	
  available	
  at	
  Hawaii	
  Okinawa	
  Center,	
  
Municipal	
  Golf	
  Courses,	
  and	
  on	
  HUOA	
  website:	
  www.huoa.org.	
  
	
  
FOR	
  MORE	
  INFORMATION,	
  PLEASE	
  CALL	
  WES	
  TERUYA	
  AT	
  235-3117	
  or	
  228-8696	
  or	
  HUOA	
  AT	
  676-5400
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YouthScene
Lisa Tamashiro
With Chinagu Eisa
Hawaii!

I

t is always great to see young Uchinanchu being
involved in our community. When you think about it,
the younger ones are the key to preserving the HawaiiOkinawan legacy and our community. Okinawan performing arts group such as Chinagu Eisa Hawaii with their resounding odaiko
drums and energetic cheers attract the younger generation and help inspire that
interest in Okinawa and our community. In this column, we would like to feature
someone young in our community doing extraordinary things.
It takes a group of leaders to run an organization such as Chinagu to train and
inspire the passion in taiko drumming. One of those leaders is Lisa Tamashiro, 26, a
second generation Okinawan and the President and Head Instructor of Chinagu Eisa
Hawaii. Lisa
has been part of
Chinagu since
its inception
three years ago.
Lisa’s family
hails from Nago
in Okinawa and
is fairly active
with the Haneji
Club. She has
been living in
Hawaii most
of her life and
keeps close ties
with her family
in Okinawa. Lisa is also a recent graduate of University of Hawaii and received her
Bachelor’s of Science in Sociology. What is remarkable is that Lisa has dedicated
her life to helping others wherever she goes. Lisa currently works as a social worker
and counselor at a non-profit organization, Adult Friends for Youth Hawaii. She is
responsible for helping at-risk teens in Hawaii by coaching them through school and
difficult real-life situations. When asked why sociology, Lisa said she has always had
the sense for helping her friends, family, and even strangers.
Lisa has been playing taiko for 11 years and started because of a suggestion from
her mother. She initially hated playing taiko, but was mesmerized when she visited
Okinawa as a child and saw an Eisa drum performance. As the current leader of
Chinagu, some of Lisa’s goals include inspiring her younger members to become

leaders themselves. Her ultimate goal is to send her club to Okinawa to visit and
perform. She feels that like her, the members will return from Okinawa and will be
even more passionate about taiko and the Okinawan culture.
Chinagu Eisa Hawaii is a contemporary Okinawan taiko group and actively performs throughout the year. Chinagu will be performing at the upcoming Eisa Drum
Festival on May 12 at Kapiolani Community College. Chinagu also plans to do a
joint performance at the Okinawan Festival later this year with Naha Daiko, a taiko
group from Okinawa. If you would like to find out more about Chinagu Eisa Hawaii,
search “Chinagu Eisa” on Facebook for updated information. Lisa also explained
that people are free to stop by their practices: Thursdays at 7 p.m. at Halawa District
Park and Saturdays at 6 p.m. at the Shingon Shu Temple in Honolulu.
We here at HUOA eagerly look forward to seeing Lisa grow as a young leader in our
community and continue her efforts to help others. Let us do our part to encourage
other young people to get involved with our Okinawan community and help perpetuate our legacy! Do you know of other young Okinawans doing extraordinary
things in our community? Let us know!

Youth Scene - New HUOA
Facebook Page!

H

UOA has started a new Facebook page! Facebook is a social networking site
and has been immensely popular in connecting with the younger generation.
The HUOA page is much like the website, but within the Facebook social networking
realm. Facebook users who “Like” the HUOA page are included in instant HUOA
updates and event information. Facebook users and other Okinawan clubs are also
encouraged to post their own discussions and events relating to the Okinawan
culture and community. Since starting, we have had users from all over the world—
including Okinawa, Brazil, and Mainland U.S.—following the HUOA Facebook
page.
If you are an avid Facebook user, be sure to search “Hawaii United Okinawa
Association” in your Facebook search bar and “Like” us! Help spread the word and
let your other Facebook friends know about our new page too!
You can also find us by going to http://www.facebook.com/huoa.org

Second Eisa Drum Festival at Kapiolani Community College,
May 12
By Shari Tamashiro, Coordinator Photos by Reid Shimabukuro

K

apiolani CC and the Office of Student Activities are pleased to announce that the Second Eisa Drum Festival will be held on Saturday, May 12, 2012, on the Great
Lawn at the center of our campus. Food booths will open at 5 p.m. Program will begin at 5:30 p.m. and conclude with a grand finale at 9 p.m. The event is free and
open to the public.
Spend an evening under the stars, surrounded
by the beauty of the KCC campus, eat some
andagi, and enjoy some seriously good Eisa.
What is Eisa? It is a form of dance and
drumming unique to the people of Okinawa.
It is an exhilarating combination of singing,
chanting, dancing and drumming.
Eisa originally had an important religious
function of giving repose to the dead. In
Okinawa and Hawaii, Eisa continues to
be performed at Bon Dances. Today, some
groups do traditional dances, while others
experiment with contemporary styles. There
will be a spectrum of Eisa styles at the festival,
a celebration of this exciting and lively form of
drumming.
Why is the Festival Special? The festival will
feature the largest gathering of Eisa drummers
in Hawaii, all uniting for a spectacular grand
finale. We will have over 100 performers all
drumming together on a massive 88x40-foot
stage. There will also be a gathering of the
Shisaa (Okinawan Lions).
We will also showcase Okinawa-style whistling
and debut a brand new Shisa from the newly
formed Hawaii Okinawa Creative Alliance. If
you are skilled at whistling Okinawan style
and would like to participate, please contact
me at: sharit@hawaii.edu
NEWS FLASH! There will also be a super special guest performer! The acclaimed artist, choreographer and director Daiichi Hirata is traveling all the way from
Okinawa to participate in the Eisa Festival! Don’t miss out on the chance of seeing this great star! He’s one of my favorite performers and brings incredible energy and
joy to the stage.
Performers include: Chinagu Eisa Hawaii, Hawaii Eisa Chimugukuru Daiko, Hawaii Eisa Shinyuu Kai, Ryukyukoku Matsuri Daiko, and the Young Okinawans of Hawaii
with Paranku Clubs of Hawaii, Hawaii Okinawa Creative Arts, Taiko Center of the Pacific, Tamagusuku Ryu Senjukai Hawaii, and Urizun Minyo Group. Jikata will be led
by Norman Kaneshiro-sensei.
Continued on Page 15

Honolulu Festival Parade

O

ver 150 Uchinanchu and Uchinanchu at heart enjoyed an afternoon by marching down Kalakaua Avenue for the Honolulu Festival Parade on Sunday,
March 4. A special thanks to Chinagu Eisa Hawaii, Paranku Club of Hawaii, and
crowd favorite, chondara – Dexter Teruya, Roy “Hachi” Higa, Mel Gushiken and
Warren Kotani who’ve all added that unique Okinawa blend to the parade. Okinawa
students visiting Hawaii through the Hawaii Okinawa High School Exchange
Program and their student hosts added their enthusiasm by carrying HUOA club
banners too.
The evening ended with a beautiful fireworks show by the Nagaoka Hanabi
Fireworks. This show launched over 1,400 fireworks during the 15-minute show over
Waikiki Beach.
Mahalo to all of the participants of the Honolulu Festival Parade!
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Honolulu Festival–March 24-25
By Karen Kuba-Hori, Hui O Laulima

T

he 18th Honolulu Festival started with the laughter and wonder from students
around the island – getting a preview of activities and exhibits at the Hawaii
Convention Center on Friday. By the following day, March 24, the Convention Center
was ready for the thousands of guests from Hawaii and Japan. Events for that weekend
included hands-on workshops by artisans from Japan, entertainment throughout the

Volunteers (L-R): Karen Kuba-Hori, Eleanor Miyasaki, Judith Morikami, Janyce Miyashiro, Joanne
Richardson, Paula Kurashige, and Helen Hamasaki.

Introduction to Okinawan Culture

W

ritten by Kyoko Hijirida and Tomoko
Oshiro, Introduction to Okinawan
Culture has been translated and modified
from Japanese to English and offers readers
the basics of Okinawan culture. With discussion points to review at the end of each of the
10 chapters, it is a great teaching tool and
reference for beginners.
Chapters cover topics such as geography,
Toyama Kyuzo, proverbs, songs and dances,
food culture, annual events and festivals,
folktales and Hawaii’s Okinawan community and the world.
Limited quantities of the books are available through HUOA for $15. Call HUOA
at 676-5400 or email to huoa@huoa.org to
reserve your copy today.
Continued from Page 14

The 1st Eisa Drum Festival drew a crowd of over 3,000 and was a truly magical
event. We were blessed with amazing performances and an incredible crowd. To see
videos and photos from the 1st festival, please visit: www.pigsfromthesea.com.
Warning: Eisa Festival is not intended to be an annual event. There is no guarantee
there will be a 3rd one. Don’t miss out on this special event!
Food will be on sale in the Ohia Cafeteria from 5 p.m. Bento, Shoyu Pork
and Kabocha, Andagi, Yakisoba, Okinawan Sweet Potato Bread Pudding, and
Sweet Potato “Poppers” are some of the items that will be available. A complete

weekend at the Convention Center and Ala Moana Center Stage, children’s corner,
films, exhibits from cultural groups from Japan, Hawaii, Alaska, Canada, Korea and
Taiwan, a mini craft fair and exhibits from several Hawaii Kenjin Kais.
The Hawaii United Okinawa Association’s exhibit highlighted Okinawan lacquerware and textiles. Assisted by the members of Hui O Laulima, guests visiting
the HUOA booth not only learned about our organization and Okinawa, but were
able to see the beauty of our Okinawan crafts. Maps of Okinawa and copies of the
Uchinanchu were shared with many of our guests.
This year, three of Hawaii’s Okinawan cultural groups were asked to perform.
Exciting the crowds were eisa taiko groups Chinagu Eisa Hawaii, lead by Lisa
Tamashiro Sensei and Ryukyu Matsuri Daiko, Melissa Ching Sensei and Director
Akemi Martin. On Sunday, Tamagusuku Ryu Senjukai Frances Nakachi Ryubu
Dojo, Frances Nakachi Sensei helped close the event at the Convention Center.
This was no means the end of the Honolulu Festival – after the Convention Center
closed it’s doors on Sunday afternoon, participants were getting ready for the Grand
Parade down Kalakaua Avenue and its finale, a 15-minute fireworks extravaganza
donated by Nagaoka City.

Okinawan Proverb

Submitted by the Uchinaaguchi Class Members
Instructor: Dr. Kyoko Hijirida

Spring is here, bringing with it a variety of colorful flowers and
green flora. Each flower has its own unique beauty, and each work
of nature makes a special contribution to the environment.

Proverb of the month:
Saataa nu amasa tu kooreegusu nu karasa turee nuu suga.
さーたー ぬ あまさ とぅ こーれーぐす ぬ からさ とぅれー ぬーすが。

English equivalent: What’s the use of sugar without
sweetness, and a chili pepper without a hot flavor?
Meaning: Sugar without sweetness and a chili pepper without
a hot flavor are tasteless. Individuals without uniqueness and
characteristics are boring.

Uchinaa-guchi (Okinawan language)
Word of the Month
March

kafuu-mu•chi, n. A person who is blessed with
good fortune.

April

list of vendors and food items will be posted on our website. Alcohol is strictly
prohibited at the event.
TIP: Bring lawn chairs to sit on, blankets, and jackets (it can get chilly on the
lawn). Parking is free but please carpool if possible to ensure finding a stall. KCC
parking map will be posted on the festival website.
Up to date information on program, schedule, parking, maps, and food items on
sale will be posted at www.facebook.com/eisahawaii.

migui-duuru, n. A revolving lantern usually
displayed on the night of the Bon festival. See also
tuuru.
(Excerpted, with permission, from the Okinawan-English Wordbook, by Mitsugu
Sakihara, edited by Stewart Curry, University of Hawaii Press, Honolulu, 2006)

May 2012
1				
2				
9				
16 		
21				
22				
23				
26, 27		
27				

Executive Council meeting, 7pm
Club Development & Member Sustainment meeting, 7 pm
General Festival meeting, 7pm
First Festival Food Committee meeting, 7pm
Communication & Information meeting, 7 pm
Board of Directors’ meeting, 7pm
Administration Committee meeting, 7pm
HUOA Invitational Golf Tournament, Pali Golf Course
Golf banquet at Jikoen , 5:30 p.m.

June 2012
5				
5-8			
6				
8-23		
13				
16				
18				
20				
22				
27				

Executive Council meeting, 7pm
HUOA Children’s Cultural Day Camp at HOC
Club Development & Member Sustainment meeting, 7pm
High School Student Exchange to Okinawa
General Festival Committee meeting, 7pm
Maui Okinawan Festival at Maui Mall
Communication & Information meeting 7pm
Festival Food Committee meeting, 7pm
HUOA Senior Fair, 9am-1pm
Administration Committee meeting, 7pm

Classes – Other Meetings at Hawaii Okinawa Center:
HUOA Sanshin: every Thursday, 7pm
Ichigo Ichi E: 1st & 3rd Thursday, 7-8 pm
Ikebana: 3rd Wednesday, 7 pm
Karaoke nite: 3rd Tuesday, 6:30pm
Kobudo Taiko: every Monday, 7pm, contact Calvin Nakama 224-7374
Monday Crafters: every Monday, 9am
Okinawa Genealogical Society mtg., 3rd Saturday, 9am
Uchinaaguchi class: every 4th Thursday, 7-8:30pm
For more information, please call 676-5400
**Subject to Change** (entries as of 4/9/12)

SPECIAL NOTE: We’re showing first-time new premiere shows on certain Saturdays
now. The first one is on Saturday, May 5, and the second one is on Saturday, June 2.
This is in addition to the premiere shows usually aired on the first and third Mondays
of each month at 7 pm. The regular airtime for our HOT shows is on every Saturday
at 5 p.m. Our shows can be viewed on Oceanic Channel 53, as well as streaming on the
Internet from the Olelo Web site (www.olelo.org). Some of the latest HOT shows are
available “on demand” on that same Web site on OleloNet On Demand.
May 5, Sat, 5pm --- (PREMIERE SHOW) 28th Okinawan Festival 2010 at Kapiolani
Park, September 4 & 5. This episode, Show #7, features the Okinawa Prefecture Junior
and High School Wind Ensemble Select Band, and Ryusei Honryu Ryuko Kai.
May 7, Mon, 7pm (PREMIERE SHOW) & May 12, Sat, 5pm --- Part Two of Churasa,
a group of drum dance artists from Okinawa. A performance hosted by Tomigusuku
Sonjin Kai of Hawaii in the Manoa Grand Ballroom at the Japanese Cultural Center
of Hawaii on Friday, March 11, 2011.
May 19, Sat, 5pm --- Third Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival “Taikai” in Okinawa, held
in November 2001. This festival celebrates the homecoming of Okinawans from all
over the world.
May 21, Mon, 7pm (PREMIERE SHOW) & May 26, Sat, 5pm --- 28th Okinawan
Festival 2010 at Kapiolani Park, September 4 & 5. This episode, Show #9, features
Ryukyukoku Matsuri Daiko Hawaii (Oahu, Kauai, Big Island-Kohala and Maui);
Afuso-Ryu Gensei Kai Hawaii Shibu/Ryukyu Koten Afuso-Ryu Ongaku Kenkyu
Choichi Kai; and Hawaii Eisa Chimugukuru Daiko.
Jun 2, Sat, 5pm --- (PREMIERE SHOW) 28th Okinawan Festival 2010 at Kapiolani
Park, September 4 & 5. This episode, Show #10, features Kikue Kaneshiro Ryubu
Kenkyu Kai, and Mamoru Miyagi from Okinawa.
Jun 4, Mon, 7pm (PREMIERE SHOW) & Jun 9, Sat, 5pm --- Part One of Akatsichi, a
recital by Yasuko Arakawa and members of her Aki No Kai, held on April 19, 2009 at
the Kaimuki High School Auditorium.
Jun 16, Sat, 5pm --- Show #1 of 2005 Jikoen Hongwanji Mission’s First Annual Talent
Show, held on July 10, 2005, held at Jikoen Hongwanji Temple.
Jun 18, Mon, 7pm (PREMIERE SHOW) & Jun 23, Sat, 5pm --- 29th Okinawan
Festival 2011 at Kapiolani Park, September 3 &4. This episode, Show #1, features
the Opening Procession including the Paranku Clubs of Hawaii; Formal Opening
Ceremonies; and Jimpu Kai USA, Kin Ryosho Ryukyu Geino Kenkyusho.
Jun 30, Sat, 5pm --- Part One of “Kugani Nuuzi”, 50th Anniversary Recital by the
Nakasone Dance Academy, held at the Neil Blaisdell Concert Hall on May 20, 2006.

As the exclusive caterers to the Legacy Ballroom at the Hawaii Okinawa Center,
we enhance the beauty of the venue with a colorful menu for your guests to enjoy.

Choose from an assortment of menus that can be customized to fit your needs and budget.
Popular Hawaiian & Local Style menus • Prime Rib Buﬀets
Create your own menu for any occasion! • Party Platters for pick-up • Onsite deliveries

Discounts available for HUOA Club Members.

Call

677-7744 or visit www.acateredexperience.com for menus and more information.

