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HUOA Study Tour Memories
First Visit: A Life-Changing Experience
By Norman Nakasone

For several years, I have heard from so many people what a life-changing expe-
rience it has been for them when they visited Okinawa. I could only imagine 

what they felt as they told me about their experiences with much passion. After 
spending two weeks in Okinawa with the HUOA Study Tour and visiting my 
grandparents’ (Matsukichi and Ushii Nakasone) hometown of Aza Yogi, I can now 
honestly say I know how they feel. And I even have my own story to tell.

As much as I was looking forward to visiting the many historical sites and tour-
ist attractions in Okinawa, I was anticipating even more the opportunity to pos-
sibly connect with relatives if any still existed. Just a few days prior to departing 

Honolulu, I was able to provide 
the HUOA office with a name of 
a gentleman, Yeizen Miyasato, 
to whom I was somehow relat-
ed, but didn’t know how. I only 
knew that he might have owned 
a pillow shop somewhere in Aza 
Yogi. The HUOA office forward-
ed the little information I had 
to the Okinawa City Office ask-
ing for research assistance to see 
what they could find.

Besides that piece of informa-
tion, I had a bunch of pictures 
that belonged to my grand-
mother, which I brought with 
me in hopes that someone might 
recognize either themselves or 
others in those pictures. I, per-

sonally, did not recognize or know anyone in any of them, except my grandmother.
The night before we were scheduled to visit Aza Yogi, I received an e-mail from 

the Okinawa City Office saying that they were able to find the pillow shop. In fact, 
they were able to contact Mr. Miyasato’s wife, Kazuko, and she said she would be at 
the scheduled gathering at Yogi Community Center. I couldn’t believe it! I was very 
anxious to find if, and how, we were related.

The following day, after a morning tour of Histreet, the Okinawa City gallery of 
postwar culture and history, and a short visit with Mayor Mitsuko Tomon, we were 
on our way to Yogi Community Center. Would this be the life-changing experience 
others had so talked about? I was about 15 minutes away from finding out.

Seven Butterflies
By Kristi Komeiji

The HUOA Study Tour was a special 10 days for my family. For the first time, my 
father would visit Okinawa and his parent’s hometown of Aza Yogi, Okinawa 

City. For my children, the trip would be the first time they would be traveling beyond 
Kauai. For myself, the trip would be the first opportunity I had to be traveling with 
my parents and my children.

On our first day of the HUOA Study Tour, we visited Kencho, the Okinawa 
Prefectural Government Building, where we were welcomed by Vice Govenor Asato 
and Exchange Promotion Division Director Segawa. Paul followed with a speech 
that spoke about HUOA’s theme of “Okage Sama De, because of you the past, pres-
ent and future.” He mentioned 
that the Study Tour seemed like 
an accurate representation of the 
theme, as our family had three 
generations traveling to visit 
our ancestral roots for the first 
time. Paul had hoped that with 
our family traveling together, we 
would get a better appreciation 
of our heritage and roots.

After the speeches, we were 
given a tour of Kencho, starting 
with a description of the foyer in 
which we were standing. As we 
looked up there were seven deco-
rative butterflies flying above us. 
The guide proceeded to tell us 
that the butterflies represented 
three generations – the first two 
represented the grandparents, the next two represented the mother and father and 
the last three represented the children. Amazingly, this representation matched our 
family exactly, as I was traveling with my two parents, Paul and my three children. 
What an auspicious way to start off our tour!

Looking through my children’s eyes, we saw many similarities and differences 
between Hawaii and Okinawa. We saw the familiar McDonald’s signs but also 
frequented the fast food of Hotto Motto. We saw that the cars were driving on the 
“wrong side” of the road and experienced all kinds of toilets – some that shot water 
at us and others that had no seats and required you to squat. 

At one point during our trip, my daughter, Kiana, surprised me by saying that 

Continued on Page 6 Continued on Page 6

Vice Governor Katsuko Asato, seated between Norman Nakasone and Paul Komeiji, greets the HUOA Study Tour Group 
at the Okinawa Prefectural Government Building.
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The past couple of months have been quite busy for HUOA and our 
volunteers – the Spring Craft Fair, the HUOA Golf Tournament, the 
Senior Fair, and many other activities. A big mahalo to everyone 

who volunteered, participated and supported the various events. Everyone’s 
Uchinanchu spirit was evident as each event was successful and fun.

As I continue my journey of learning about Okinawan culture, I 
was fortunate to attend the Danju Kariyushi performance by Ukwashin 
Kabudan and Hawaii Taiko Kai. Although only a couple of hours long, the 
play skillfully highlighted the important events and emotions from the 
1600s to the present. Beyond depicting the adversity, the play showed the 
Uchinanchu spirit and the continued positive outlook of Uchinanchu from 
generation to generation. As a result of seeing the play, I believe that many 
attendees gained a better understanding and deeper respect for the past 
and, hopefully, further examine their culture and history. Thank you for 
reminding us how our past helps to make us who we are today. Okage Sama 
De - Because of you, the past.

Norman Nakasone, Jane Serikaku and I were able to meet and thank 
many of HUOA’s longtime supporters during our aisatsu visit to Okinawa. 
We met with the Okinawa Hawaii Kyo Kai members who stressed the 
need to strengthen our bonds at a person-to-person level. We were also 
fortunate to attend the 20th anniversary of the Hawaii Okinawa Student 
Exchange Program. At this celebration, Dennis Arakaki reminded us 
that the program was the result of Governor Inamine’s vision to build a 
stronger relationship between our two states. The success of the program 
has demonstrated the significance of Governor Inamine’s vision as it has 
survived over different administrations and economic times. Thank you for 
reminding us on the importance of maintaining our current relationships. 
Okage Sama De – Because of you, the present.

As we continue to perpetuate and promote the Okinawan culture and 
spirit, HUOA continues to reach out to our local community. The HUOA 
Community Service Project is designed to help develop young club leaders 
while sharing the Uchinanchu spirit. This year an Okinawan Style picnic 
was held at Ohana Ola O Kahumana, a facility that provides transitional 
housing in Maili. There was a Shishi Mai, bon dance, music, games, shave 
ice, andagi and prizes for the residents. The Uchinanchu spirit shared that 
day brought much laughter and happiness to those in need. Although, the 
event was only for a few hours, the impact is much greater. I overheard a 
child’s happy voice when he recognized and happily remembered the Shishi 
Mai from a previous visit. Thank you for reminding us of the impact that 
we have on our future. Okage Sama De – Because of you, the future.

Personally, the most significant event recently was the HUOA Study 
Tour. During the Study Tour, we were able to visit Aza Yogi, Okinawa Shi – 
the ancestral hometown of my children, wife and my wife’s father. Having 
three generations walk together where their parents, grandparents and 
great grandparents walked was special. Additionally, with the help of the 
Okinawa City government, we were able to meet a group of 30 individuals 
from Aza Yogi. At the beginning of the meeting their spokesperson, Sohei 
Nakasone, noted that he could not sleep for three days worrying about 
our visit. He was unsure of his ability to communicate with us. However, 
in an emotional introduction, he profoundly spoke that “Because of our 
language differences, you may only be able to understand 50 percent of 
my speech. It is my hope, however, that the other 50 percent would be 
understood through our feelings and spirit.” I hope that everyone gets a 
chance to experience this type of bonding with their ancestral hometown 
and relatives. We came as friends but left as relatives – Okage Sama De – 
Because of you, the past, present and future.

President’s Message
By Paul Komeiji

UCHINANCHU
Uchinanchu is the newsletter of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association. 
Although subject to change, issues will be published bi-monthly. Volunteer writ-
ers are welcome. Send your name, address and telephone number to Uchinanchu 
Newsletter, Hawaii United Okinawa Association, 94-587 Ukee St., Waipahu, 
Hawaii 96797. E-mail articles to huoa@huoa.org. Uchinanchu reserves the right 
to edit all material for clarity and accuracy.

HUOA President • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  Paul Komeiji
Executive Director • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  Jane F. Serikaku
Editorial/Production Services • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  MBFT Media

ADVERTISING INFORMATION
Uchinanchu reaches over 11,000 households. For advertising rates and more 
information, contact us at:

Tel: (808) 676-5400  – Email: huoa@huoa.org   –  www.huoa.org

Uchinanchu is our voice — the voice of the Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association, its members, and the “home” we all built together, the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center.  By sharing information and experiences, Uchinanchu keeps 
us connected as a family, dedicated to preserving, sharing and perpetuating 
our Okinawan cultural heritage.

Every dollar donated — along with the valuable income from advertising  
- helps offset the cost of publishing Uchinanchu.  HUOA sends a sincere 
ippee nifee deebiru to the following donors.  Mahalo for keeping Uchinanchu 
alive and thriving.

UCHINANCHU
Ippee Nifee Deebiru... Mahalo!

Uchinanchu Donors March 16 to May 15, 2010.
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Joyce K. Nakasone
George & Norma Nakasone
Michael Nohara
Yukie Oshiro
Tim Oshiro
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L. Otomo
Kenneth Shimabukuro
Aaron & Karli Lum
Walter & Yoshie Taira
Seihan Tamashiro
Nancy Toguchi
Ernest Tonaki
Ellen Uehara
Janet Y. Uyechi
Alice Y. Uyesato
Walter W. Wauke
Mavis Yamada
Shigeru Yamaguchi
Tsuneo Yamashiro

Clarence M. Agena
James. K Akamine
Stanley  & Dorothy Arakaki
Vivian Arakawa
Jeffrey Fukushima
Kay K. Ginoza
Beatrice Higa
Roy N. Higa
Frederick T. Higa
Kay M. Higa
Ruth F. Ishiara
Yoshiko Ishikawa
Leatrice Itoh
John Iwamoto
Juliet Jakahi
George Kamimura
Seiso Kaneshiro
Howard Kitabata
Miyoko Kitamura
Seizen & Helen Maeshiro
Darryl Matsuda
George and Betty Miura

Okage Sama De – Because of you, 
the past, present and future.

We Need You ...
 Doctors and Nurses 
  with Uchinanchu Spirit

To help with Blood Pressure Screening and First Aid at  the 
Okinawan Festival. Your Assistance is NEEDED.  If you can 
volunteer please contact:  Eleanor Miyasaki at 455-9882.
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a source of joy to his mother.
His dedication and commitment to preserve, perpetuate and promote the 

Okinawan culture have mirrored the goals of the HUOA. In addition to his 
administrative roles, Patrick is one of the senior members of the Hawaii Taiko Kai. 
His wife, Nona, and their daughter Marnie and son-in-law, Brian Canubida, are 
also avid members of the group.

Some of you have personally met Patrick at your recent shinnen enkai gather-
ings as a speaker on the current “Slam Da Debt” campaign that is now underway 
to promote a vigorous effort to have the donors’ or honorees’ names inscribed 
with a plaque recognition and fulfill HUOA’s obligation to settle its payment on 
the loan for the land intended for the Hawaii Okinawa Plaza. For those of you who 
have heard his presentations, you have heard someone who has truly appealed to 
you with his heart and soul. He continues to come up with doable ideas presented 
to HUOA’s capital campaign committee and the members of the Board while 
balancing needs of our organization but avoiding personal financial burdens on 
members of the community.

Patrick is a sterling example of one who lives with filial piety and a sense of oyak-
oukou to his late parents and elders. His hopes are for the younger generation to 
maintain strong communication and interaction with their parents and seniors so 
that everyone can build and strengthen the legacy of their families as well as the 
HUOA community.

The HUOA expresses its heartfelt appreciation to Nona and the Miyashiro fam-
ily for supporting Patrick in all of his community service activities. Patrick’s “can-
do” spirit and the way in which he has fulfilled his goals are truly yuimaaruu in 
action. Ippee Nifee Deebiru, Patrick Miyashiro!

Spotlight: Patrick Miyashiro
For more than 30 years, Patrick Miyashiro 

has been involved with Ginowan Shijin 
Kai and HUOA activities, emerging as one 
of our community’s most effective, hard-
working leaders. He has served in numer-
ous administrative positions, including 
Ginowan’s president and advisor since 1983 
and as a Club Representative or Advisor to 
the HUOA’s Executive Council since 2007.

Patrick, the youngest child of issei Kosei 
and Kama (Haruko) Miyashiro’s seven chil-
dren, started on a remarkable journey of 
community service with a complaint he 
made many years ago.

Like many of us, year after year, Patrick 
dutifully attended his club’s annual picnic. Ah, but there came a point when he 
raised a complaint that the games were always the same…boring! Well, someone 
heard this… and guess whose hands the picnic fell into the next year? Words of 
wisdom handed down through the generations in Okinawa are called yushigutu. 
One of these sayings that would seem to be applicable is, “be careful of words spo-
ken, because once uttered, they can never be swallowed again.” Like a true leader, 
though, Patrick took responsibility for his complaint and honorably grabbed the 
reins for this project. He strived head-on with tact and diligence to make a differ-
ence. Starting with his club’s picnic that year, Patrick has continued to organize 
and create conditions for optimum participation and enjoyment for his club 
members. 

Over the years, he said that he was heartily encouraged by leaders of his club, like 
the late Akira Sakima. He took to heart the actions of a senpai (senior) club mem-
ber, the late Nobuhide Kohagura who unbeknownst to others, brought his own 
dustpan and rake and tidied-up the grounds after the picnics ended. His eldest 
brother, the late Mike Miyashiro, would voluntarily take their aging parents to 
see all of the Okinawan performing arts recitals at Farrington High School while 
chauffeuring other issei from their club so that they could enjoy the evening, too. 
Patrick said that he continued his leadership in his club’s activities because it was 

UchinanchU Spotlight

To learn about the choices 
you have in Medicare,

Steven Arakawa
808-220-1430  •  (TTY 711)

A Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract. This is an advertisement.
M0006_GHA02UTRR_09
C0006_GHA02UTRR_09

call your local licensed Humana agent.

8 a.m. to 5 p.m., seven days a week

This is Your Newsletter
Please send us your club news items and photos.    

Email us at info@huoa.org  Mahalo!
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the end, they had smiles on their faces enjoying their performance. 
Lisa Agarijo and Tahirih Ajimine are also longtime students of Toguchi Sensei. 

Both are in their early twenties and are very serious about perpetuating the 
Okinawan culture and values through Ryukyuan dance. There are two major news-
paper companies in Okinawa, the Okinawa Times and Ryukyu Shimpo. Each company 
holds an annual Ryuykuan Classical Performing Arts competition. The competi-
tion is comprised of three levels: Shinjin sho, Yuushuu sho, and Saiko sho. In 2009, Lisa 
and Tahirih achieved their goals and received their Yuushuu sho and now are focused 
on getting ready for the Saiko sho. At the April 19th performance, they danced two 
numbers that were required for the Yuushuu sho. The audience watched their graceful-
ness in “Nufa Bushi” (female classical dance) and their dynamism in “Mee nu Hamaa” 
(male classical dance) with admiration.

The Aloha party was also a great success. Toguchi Sensei recognized volunteers, 
supporters and special guests. Among the special guests were Grand master Fumiko 
Nakasone Sensei (Ryusei Honryu Yanagi no Kai, Iemoto), Yuko Nakasone Sensei (Ryusei 
Honryu Yanagi no Kai, Kaishu) and Masako Teruya Sensei (Ryusei Honryu Shosei Kai, 
Kaishu) from Okinawa. Many enjoyed the food, fellowship and the entertainment. 
The party ended with Kachashii and smiles! 

Osarai Kai 
By Rinda Vishnu Ramnani-Yamashiro

On April 19, about 300 people gathered at Jikoen Hongwanji for Ryusei Honryu 
Ryuko Kai—Toguchi Mitsuko Ryubu Kenkyusho’s Osarai Kai recital. The per-

formance started at 3 p.m., followed by an Aloha Party. The performance had two 
main purposes. One was to celebrate the accomplishment of Toguchi Sensei’s two 
younger members who passed yuushuu level of the Ryukyu Shimpo Performing Arts 
Konkuru. The second was to showcase all the students’ hard work at practicing and 
polishing their dance skills and appreciation for the culture. 

The performance opened with makuake, opening ensemble, by members of 
Nomura Ryu Ongaku Kyo Kai’s Nakasone Seifu Kai, Ryukyu Sokyoku Koyo Kai, 
and accompaniment by Terry Higa (Hawaii Taiko Kai), Lynn Miyashiro (Afuso 
Ryu Owan Kiyoyuki Kenkyusho), and Allison Yanagi (Nomura-ryu Dento Ongaku 
Kyokai). Masako Teruya Sensei (Ryusei Honryu Sensho Kai) from Okinawa and 
Ryuko Kai’s Lois Ajimine performed Kajadifu as part of the makuake.

In addition to her private classes taught at her Moiliili studio, Mitsuko Toguchi 
Sensei has taught Ryukyuan dance to three senior groups over the years. Fifteen 
dancers of the Pearl City group performed ”Toraju Ondo,” 19 dancers of the Kalihi-
Lanakila group performed “Kubagasagwa,” and 23 dancers of the Kaneohe group 
performed “Tsukiyo no Koi.” Many of the seniors are long time students of Toguchi 
Sensei. Although they have been on stage for years, they still looked nervous but, in 

Mollie Lee, Future Resident of 15 Craigside

Your peace of mind is Guaranteed Lifetime Care.
Construction to be completed at end of 2010.

Call or visit our sales center today!

Tel 808 285-5178 
www.15craigside.org 

1741 Nuuanu Avenue  
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 

Mon-Fri: 10-3pm   Sat-Sun: By appt. only

“       I live in Liliha, and love the enchanting winds from the 
Pali. Listening to music, is my passion, whether it’s Hawaii 
Public Radio, having dinner in Chinatown on First Friday 
or just going holo holo...I’m so glad 15 Craigside is in my 

neighborhood, now it’s my time for peace of mind.

“15 CRAIGSIDE IS PEACE OF MIND”

”

United Japanese Society of Hawaii Installation
2009 HUOA 
President Ford 
Chinen receives 
his Kenjinkai 
Outstanding 
Achievement 
Award from newly 
installed United 
Japanese Society 
of Hawaii (UJSH) 
President Gary 
Kobashigawa at 
the organization’s 
annual Installation 
Banquet.

Ryukyukoku Matsuri Daiko Hawaii presented a lively performance at the UJSH Installation Banquet.
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and Eric were able to convince a 
few of the boys to where the Shi 
Shi Mai and walk around. Hawaii 
Eisa Shinyu Kai (lead by Melissa 
Uyeunten) also entertained the 
residents with a taiko and bon 
dance performance along with 
live music accompaniment. The 
residents joined in after learn-
ing how to do a few of the bon 

dances. 
Cyrus Tamashiro organized the 

children’s games, many of which are 
played at our clubs’ annual sum-
mer picnics. The kids participated in 
relays involving activities like racing 
across the field while balancing a ten-
nis ball on a spoon, running with a 
rubber ball between their legs, using 
a toothpick to pick up a marshmallow in a pan full of flour, and 2-person geta 
races. After each game, the kids got to pick prizes (happy meal toys, school supplies, 
stuffed animals, etc.). You could see the joy in their eyes and how amazed they were 
at the treasures laid out before them.

Between the cultural performances and games, the residents were treated to 
refreshing shave ice throughout the day. Our volunteers also served a delicious lunch: 
Zippy’s chili, hot dogs, rice, mac and toss salad. Oh and it wouldn’t be an Okinawan 
style picnic without plenty of fresh, hot ANDAGI!!! After lunch, Cyrus had more 
games for both the kids and parents to play together. Although it was slightly over-

cast, the families still had tons 
of fun playing the water games 
like holey cup and water balloon 
toss. At the end of the day, every 
child received a goody bag full of 
treats and toys. Each family also 
received bags full of toiletries, per-
sonal hygiene products and even 
fresh produce. Both the families 
and staff were very thankful.

I would like to say Ippee Nifee 
Debiru to all of our volunteers and those who 
donated (both individuals as well as all our cor-
porate donors) to this fulfilling project. 

“Nuchi Du Takara” is the 
Okinawan saying for 

“Life is a treasure.” Although we 
all keep this thought in the back 
of our minds and deep in our 
hearts, we often forget. We get 
caught up in all the little things, 
the day-to-day tasks of life and 
end up taking for granted all 
the simple things in life. But 
on Saturday, May 8, 2010, over 
40 HUOA volunteers witnessed 

firsthand that life really 
is a treasure. We hosted 
a picnic for Ohana Ola 
O Kahumana, a transi-
tional homeless shelter in 
Waianae that currently 
houses 48 families (77 
adults and 90 children, 
including 12 infants). This 

was the fourth time that the Club Development 
and Sustainment Committee hosted a com-
munity outreach picnic for a homeless shelter. 
The purpose of the project was not only to give 
back to the community, but also share some of 
our Okinawan culture with the residents and 
provide a fun-filled day full of memories during 
this rough period in their lives. 

To kick off the festivities, President Paul 
Komeiji made some opening remarks, welcom-
ing the residents to the picnic; then, Jon Itomura and Eric Nitta came out dressed 
as Shi Shi Mai. At first, the kids were scared of the lion but once they saw how 
friendly he was, they crowded around to pet him. After their performance, Jon 

Nuchi Du Takara At Ohana Ola O Kahumana
By Courtney Takara, Community Outreach Chair
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We’re right down the street from the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center (94-518 Puahi Street)

• State-of-the art equipment
• Quality results -     
 BBB accredited
• Environmentally friendly   
 water-based paint

We are a multi-generational family business that you can trust.

The Best is in Waipio Gentry!

At Kuroda Autobody, our name is our brand!
 Call us at 676-1941 or visit our website: kurodaautobody.com

Penelope Mitsuyuki
TCM/LMT

Clinical & Therapeutic Massage for
Relief from Stress & Pain

Kuakini Hospital Medical Bldg
405 N. Kuakini Street, Ste. 1101
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New Location!
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It turns out that Yeizen-san’s mother 
was my grandmother’s sister. My grand-
mother had six siblings, five of which 
were sisters. That means my father and 
Yeizan-san are first cousins. As Kazuko-
san shared a story about how she and 15 
others from Aza Yogi came to Hawaii back 
in 1985 to attend my grandmother’s 88th 
birthday celebration at Dot’s in Wahiawa, 
it dawned on me that I was a co-MC 
at that particular event. While I don’t 
remember her or the others being there, I 
certainly remember the party. I sat there 
mesmerized by what I was learning.

I later met a lady named Miyoko 
Shimabukuro. Amazingly, she happened to find a picture of herself in the bunch of 
pictures I brought with me. Believe it or not, it happened to be her wedding picture. 
There was another picture of her hus-
band’s entire family. Like with Kazuko-
san, we are related to her through mar-
riage. Her husband’s grandmother was 
another one of my grandmother’s sis-
ters. She remembers taking my uncle 
from Minnesota around when he visited 
Okinawa years ago. Another connec-
tion……

As an aside, remember Sohei-san’s 
daughter, Mayumi, I mentioned earlier? 
Well, we found out through conver-
sation that she works with our own 
Laverne Higa, former HUOA president. 
I simply can’t believe just how small this world is.

Needless to say, this experience was absolutely priceless. The visit to Aza Yogi was 
everything I hoped it would be and more. The only regret I have is that we were only 
able to spend an hour and a half with them. I could have easily spent an entire day 
talking story and making more connections. 

When we finally arrived in Yogi, 
we were greeted by 30 people at 
the Yogi Community Center. It 
was amazing to see so many peo-
ple gathered there just to meet 
us. The spokesperson for the Yogi 
group was a gentleman named 
Sohei Nakasone. As Sohei-san 
welcomed us, tears began rolling 
down his cheeks because he and 
the others were so happy that we 
had come to see them. I saw tears 

running down his daughter Mayumi’s face 
as well. It was a very touching moment.

I will never forget the words he said in his 
welcome speech. He said they may not know 
English and we may not know Japanese, but 
only 50 percent of our communication will 
be through words. The other 50 percent 
will be through the heart. And it is through 
that 50 percent that we will bond. And, you 
know, he was absolutely right.

After Paul Komeiji gave his opening 
remarks on behalf of HUOA and our group, he gave me an opportunity to say a few 
words as well. As I began speaking, I found myself choking up, overwhelmed with 
emotion as I looked out upon the crowd and thinking about the significance of that 
moment in time. I saw tears well up in Sohei-san’s eyes again as I continued on.

As soon as the formal introductions were out of the way and we started mingling 
with the crowd, Kazuko Miyasato came up and introduced herself. She mentioned 
that her husband, Yeizen, and she own a shop called the House of Pillows. Kazuko-
san spoke English pretty well so between her English and the little Japanese I know, 
we were able to carry on a very productive and enjoyable conversation. When I asked 
her how she learned to speak English so well, she said that a lot of their customers 
early on were military personnel so they were forced to learn English.

When we visited the Okinawa Prefectural Peace Museum, I felt that some of the 
material was inappropriate for my young children so we rushed through the exhib-
its. Trevor, however, went through with Paul. At one point, Paul noticed that Trevor 
was affected so he spoke to him about it. Trevor said that war is crazy and that he 
would have nightmares that night. Trevor then asked Paul for a daruma, so that he 
could paint one eye in and hope for no more wars. For my father, the Museum was 
equally as powerful as he mentioned how he thinks that the entire world should visit 
the memorial and reflect on the suffering of everyone involved in the war.

We also visited, Taiyo No Machi, a place where disabled people do crafts like creat-
ing and painting Ryukyu Miyarabi Kokeshi dolls and shishi dogs and assembling 
containers that contain star shaped sand. The individuals were able to perform 
amazing tasks despite their disability. They made it look so easy that Kiana wanted 
to jump in and make her own craft.

The highlight of our trip, however, was our visit to Aza Yogi, Okinawa Shi. First 
we stopped by Okinawa City Mayor’s office. Paul thanked her for her assistance in 
setting up a meeting with people from Yogi. Near the end of our visit with the Mayor, 
Trevor, Kiana and Shane stood next to Paul and sang Shima Uta for the Mayor. 

Next, we went to the Yogi 
Community Center and were 
greeted with applause by the 20-30 
people from Yogi. They had set 
up tables for us with a feast that 
they had prepared – sushi, tem-
pura, kamaboko, andagi, banana 
cake and much more. They were 
friendly and helpful. Their spokes-
person gave an emotional speech 
about how 50 percent of his speech 
would be understood but hope-
fully the other 50 percent would 
be understood by our heart. Paul 

followed with a speech thanking the attendees and spoke of Okage Sama De – my eyes 
welled up with tears as three generations of our family were there together to see 
where we came from and that these “strangers” were willing to help us.

After the speeches, they suggested we start eating, however before we really started 
we all started mingling with everyone there – even though we didn’t really speak the 
language. Shizuko Higa came up and introduced herself and said that her mother 
was related to our family. She has been taking care of our family butsudan and 
ohaka and wanted to take us to see them. As she was talking, my father pulled out a 
picture that his mother had given him of the butsudan – which Higa san recognized. 
She took us a few blocks away and we saw the butsudan and made our offerings. It 
looked exactly like the picture my dad had. My father later commented that this was 
the highlight of his trip as he was able to actually stand and walk on the very ground 
of his father’s youth before he came to Hawaii.

Thank you to all who helped make this a wonderful trip – Okage Sama De.

she would like to live in Okinawa. I asked her if she would miss her friends and she 
responded that she would go back to Hawaii to visit them. “What about school?” I 
asked. She replied, “Well, I know that I’ll need to wear a uniform,” and smiled. My 
youngest son, Shane, then chimed in that he would like to live in Okinawa. They 
must have felt comfortable and some sort of connection to Okinawa and surround-
ings (or maybe it was being able to eat ice cream all times of the day!). Later, however, 
Kiana changed her mind 
as she realized that she 
would miss her Grandma 
Komeiji and her Aunties 
and Uncles.

Through my father’s 
eyes, we saw many simi-
larities between the land-
scape of Okinawa and 
Hawaii. My father was 
surprised to see papaya 
trees, taro and other 
plants and flowers that 
were familiar to him. My 
father has always been 
interested in gardening 
and maybe this is where 
he got his green thumb!

As we visited the Shuri Castle, both my and my parent’s eyes were opened 
to the history of the Ryukyuan Kingdom. Not knowing too much about 
the Ryukyu Island nation, we were surprised to read of the historical events 
that had occurred there. And, as I viewed the Castle, I could see the heavy 
influence that the Chinese culture had on the Okinawan culture and archi-
tecture. Although it is still impressive now, the Shuri Castle must have been 
a sight to see when it was in use. From my children’s viewpoint, this was a fun place 
to collect stamps at the various points of interest.

At Himeyuri No To, everyone’s heart and soul was touched. I was in awe of the 
selflessness of the young girls who cared for the soldiers – they were so young and yet 
they endured so much suffering. Although he had lived through World War II, this 
was the first time that my father learned that Okinawa was the only Japanese land to 
endure actual military warfare other than the plane bombings. The memorial was a 
powerful reminder to all of us about the need for peace. 

At Gyokusendo Park, we were treated to a lively Eisa demonstration. Watching the 
Eisa dancers reminded me of my childhood as the songs and sounds were familiar. 
I’d like to pass that feeling, music and dance to my children. Perhaps it is time for 
them to be exposed to odori. 

Continued from Page 1Butterflies

Continued from Page 1Life-changing 

Left to right: Akira Makiya, President of Okinawa-Hawaii 
Kyokai; Norman Nakasone; Paul Komeiji; Honorable 
Governor of Okinawa Hirokazu Nakaima; Jane Serikaku; 
and Eishin Chinen, Chief Councilor & Deputy Director 
General of Department of Tourism, Commerce & Industry.

Paul and Kristi Komeiji with their children – Trevor, Kiana & Shane

HUOA Study Tour members with “ friends and family” at Yogi Community Center in Okinawa Shi.

Soohei Nakasone and his daughter, Mayumi 
(Nakasone) Nishihara, who works with former 
HUOA President Laverne Higa in Okinawa. 

Norman Nakasone’s newly discovered second cous-
ins from Yogi, Okinawa Shi: Miyoko Shimabukuro 
and Kazuko Miyasato.

Continued on Page 13
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2010 HUOA SENIOR FAIR – 
An Affair To Remember
By Fay Uyema & Jon Itomura, Co-chairs

Not one day but two; not one special guest speaker but three; not a mere week-
day but a Saturday added on to go “a-fairing”! These were some of the distin-

guishing features making this year’s Third HUOA Senior Health and Awareness 
Fair an extraordinary event. In response to survey recommendations to experiment 
with extending the Senior Fair to include a Saturday, HUOA fulfilled requests to 
accommodate weekday working caregivers and pre-retirees as reflected with over 
300 in attendance on Saturday morning alone. Furlough Friday’s crowd of 353 
was complemented by a mixture of senior companion volunteers, government and 
school employees, senior center members, and adult day care program participants. 

Once veteran fairgoers overcame their re-orientation of lining up at the side 
entrance of the Legacy Ballroom instead of the front, they briskly converged into 
the ballroom, greeted by the crisp, upbeat sounds of the Paranku Clubs of Hawaii 
drummers. As the curious early birds bottlenecked at the first row of booths, oth-
ers wisely circumvented and ventured out to efficiently visit the 31 exhibits grac-
ing the ballroom floor. This year’s fair went beyond the returning health-related 
exhibitors with booths lending appeal to just about any gender or age. The do-it-
yourself home improvement folk in the house learned about securing rafters and 
shutters with inventive hurricane clips. Youngsters spending their furlough Friday 
with parents and grandparents were treated with self-starter bean growing kits 
prepared by HUOA’s gardening volunteers. The Honolulu Fire Department’s Alan 
Hackbarth (otherwise known as the “Rubber-Man” at the University of Hawaii 
volleyball and basketball games) amazed 65+ senior homeowners with the Fire 
Department’s offer of free smoke alarms with free installation. To add a cultural 
flair, Hui O‘Laulima returned with their popular book, CHIMUGUKURU, and the 
Okinawan Geneological Society of Hawaii’s 
display stirred curiosity to trace family roots 
to the mother land of Okinawa.

A big mahalo is extended to the fair ven-
dors for their generous giveaways and eye-
catching displays, effectively showcasing 
their products and services with profession-
alism. Several participating organizations 
entertained with spirited games to round 
off a day filled with information and fun. 
Many also generously donated door prizes 
that were awarded much to the delight of the 
crowd. Exhibitors appeared pleased with the 
steady stream of attendees throughout the 
fair hours, providing ample time to converse 
with the knowledgeable representatives. In 
fact, 75 percent of those surveyed indicated 
their interest in returning to future fairs 
with positive feedback on the convenience 
and supportive staffing of the HUOA fair. In actuality, there were only two com-
plaints lodged: Vendors cited “where’s the andagi?” The other concern filed by a 
fairgoer was for an exchange of her door prize drawing ticket, which wasn’t working 
right since she wasn’t winning. Seriously! One common comment by many vendors 
was how impressed they were with how organized this event was coordinated and 
implemented.

More than 370 took advantage of workshops over the two days covering timely 
topics such as Medicare Fraud, Fire Safety, Becoming Your Own Case Manager, 
Social Security and Pre-Retirement and Fall Prevention. Featured guest speakers 
such as Straub Clinic’s Chief of Bone and Joint Health, Dr. Cass Nakasone returned 
to a standing room only forum. He presented the latest treatment alternatives in 
correcting bone and joint health challenges with remarkable results for rapid recov-

ery. He generously remained to give of his time for one-on-one consultations.
Hugo Higa, M.D., from the Aesthetic Vision Center debuted with his Saturday 

workshop on the latest laser techniques to improve vision and enhance appear-
ance. Attendees who filled the workshop room, were highly interested in learning 
that some corrective procedures are covered under most health plans. Dr. Higa also 
sponsored a booth where his technicians performed a complimentary service of eye 
pressure measurements to detect glaucoma.

Head Coach Dana Takahara-Dias impressed her audience with her pride in her 
Okinawan heritage, repeatedly expressing her appreciation for the Okinawan com-
munity’s support. Her sincerity was infectious in learning how the inherited values 
from her background has translated into instilling universal principles and values 
into her U.H. Rainbow Wahine players in their development not only as athletes but 
as contributing young women to society. Her comprehensive basketball program has 
already left a mark in the community, evident in season one’s increased ticket sales. 

Coach Dana’s inspiration was an appropriate 
way to wind down the flurry of activities at 
the 2010 Senior Fair. 

An event of this magnitude does not 
come together without the countless 
deeds of a team of volunteers pulling their 
share of responsibilities with competence. 
Recognition is but a small token of grati-
tude to the Senior Fair Steering Committee: 
Shuri-Naha Club: Doris Arakaki, Bobbi 
Kuba, Ryan Namaka, Caroline Okazaki, 
Louise Tamashiro, Jackson Nakasone and 
Leslie Morishige; Chatan-Kadena Chojin 
Kai: Laura Ajimine, Ray Uyema, Christine 
Higa, Janyce Miyashiro, Barbara Maeshiro, 
Darlene Itomura, George Takamiya, Pat 
Takamiya, Sandy Yanagi and Naomi Chinen; 
Oroku Azajin: Alex Teruya.

Mahalo to our special volunteers on set-
up day and throughout the fair days: Franklin Yogi, Eleanor Miyasaki, Lily Ratliff, 
Steven Miyashiro, Stan Higa, Kellie Iwai, Donna Ajimine, Kelly Iwai, Reid Takamiya, 
Carl Yanagi, Ethel Kishimoto, Karen Chung, Audrey Gibo, Helen Maeshiro, Nobu 
Sakihara, Seizen Maeshiro, Ed Kuba, Bob McGarry, Clinton Chung, Mark Sakihara, 
Sonny Borja, Stacy Watanabe, Elmira Fukumoto, Ellen Shimabukuro, Judy Tibayan, 
Lily Higa, Geri Maeda, Ellen Higa and Jessie Kojiro.

A special mahalo to the Punahou Japanese-Okinawan Club, Paranku Clubs of 
Hawaii and the HUOA staff who significantly contributed to the success of this year’s 
Senior Fair. There are others that we may have forgotten to mention but please know 
that it took the efforts and dedication of all to pull this event together with great success 
and words cannot express our mahalo.
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Donations listed were received from March 16, 2010 to May 15, 2010.

Alice S. Afuso
Shirley M. Afuso
Marion M. Akamine
Gladys Akasaki 
Carolynne Aragaki 
Stanley T. Arakaki
Thelma Arakawa 
Ruby T. Arii
Nancy H. Asato
Rikio Asato
Roy C. Ashitomi
Marjorie E. Biete
Paul Y. & Yvonne M. Chinen
Sumiko Chinen
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Chun
June Doolin

Ikuyu Madin
Bridging from Generation to Generation - For Our Children!

Our Supporters 
      Continued on Page 9

The Hawaii United Okinawa Association would like to acknowledge the following individuals, organizations and companies 
who have donated or pledged to our Capital Campaign.  We are grateful for your support and the confidence you have 
displayed through your generous donation.  Magukuru kara ippee nifee deebiru – from our hearts, thank you very much.

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Ehara
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin M. Fukuji 
Mr. & Mrs. Francis S. Funakoshi 
Ginowan Club
Gladys Gushiken  
Thomas K. Gushiken  
Calvin & Ruth Haitsuka
George S. Harada
Betty U., Laverne & Kevin Higa, Honzen & 

Setsuko Kishimoto
Frederick T. Higa 
Grant Higa 
Hatsue Higa 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry S. Higa
Laverne T. Higa
Mitsuko Higa 

Roy I. Higa  
Tomiko Higa  
Kiyoko T. Higuchi  
Thelma Ho  
Philip K. & Janet T. Ige  
Robert T. Isa  
May K. Ishikawa  
Kimiko Kamiya  
Fred M. Kaneshiro  
Harold K. Kaneshiro  
Isamu & Cathy Kaneshiro  
Iris Kaneshiro  
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Kaneshiro  
Kenneth T. Kaneshiro  
Nancy Kaneshiro  
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Kaneshiro  

UPDATE - Hawaii Okinawa Plaza 
In May 2010, the Honolulu City Council has approved the zoning change for the Hawaii Okinawa Plaza property as an IMX-1, Industrial-Comercial Mixed 

use property. This important improvement to our property allows our Planning Committee a substantial increase on the types of businesses that can occupy 
the property. 

2010 Wall Recognition Program
For the past six months our Capital Campaign Committee has tirelessly worked to inform our community about the Donor Wall Recognition Program 2010. 

Designed to raise $2.0 million for the purpose of retiring our mortgage debt to the Hawaii Okinawa Plaza property. 

Phase I - Informing
The first phase of this part of the campaign has concluded. Members and all Capital donors have been introduced to this new project. Brochures of the cam-

paign were mailed to every member household. In addition, all donors were notified of their option to use previous donations to participate in the 2010 Wall 
Recognition Program and having the opportunity to combine individual family donations to create a larger single donation.

The “Ikuyu Madin – Donor Wall Recognition Program 2010” or commonly referred to as the “Slam Da Debt” (SDD), allows donors contributing over $1,500 
to be recognized on a Donor Recognition Wall in the Hawaii Okinawa Center. The names of the donors will be printed on a clear plexiglass plate mounted on 
a koa base. (Please see artist rendering within article of a sample family plaque). The size of the 
recognition is determined by the amount of the donation received. 

The Recognition Levels are as follows, for:
$1,500 or more, 1 line of 30 characters
$3,000 or more, 2 lines of 30 characters each
$5,000 or more, 3 lines of 30 characters each
$7,500 or more, 4” x 16” plaque
$10,000 or more, 6” x 16” plaque
$20,000 or more, 8” x 16” plaque
$30,000 or more, 10” x 16” plaque

Additional information on the actual logistics of the donor plaques is available on the HUOA 
website, www.huoa.org or you can call the HUOA office at 676-5400.

Phase II – Opportunity
Our current or second phase of SDD, is the giving of our contributors the opportunity to donate and become a part of the Wall Recognition Program and 

the Hawaii Okinawa Center. From the beginning of this campaign, many individuals, families and organizations are excited about participation. Current com-
mitments range from five $30,000 recognitions to 30 at the $1,500 recognition level. 

Phase III – Slam Da Debt
Our conclusion and final phase, is the reaching of our of $2.0 million goal. 
It is time for all of us to consider the importance of this campaign and wonderful opportunity afforded to our donors. The successful conclusion of SDD – 

allows our Development Committee greater flexibility in their planning and gets us closer to our goal to the development of the Hawaii Okinawa Plaza.
Summer is looking to be an exciting time for IKUYU MADIN. Be on the lookout for more exciting updates on our campaign in the next issue of UCHINANCHU. 

P.S. if you plan to attend the Okinawan Festival at Kapiolani Park this Labor Day weekend, visit our Capital Campaign Tent – we will have on display an actual 
panel of our Donor Recognition Wall. Until our next communication, mahalo.

Summer offers new opportunities for our Planning and Fund Raising Committees
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Golf Tournament Chairpersons Gladys Tokunaga-Asao and Maurice Yamasato worked tirelessly to create this successful tournament. Of course, both 
chairs would like to acknowledge the hours of work done by our Title Sponsors, Golf Steering Committee, Tournament Volunteers and the many 
corporate and individual donors. (Due to printing timetables – the Committee was unable to report on the many donors that contributed towards the 
success of this program and event highlights.)

HUOA Ikuyu Madin Golf Tournament

Shomei Kaneshiro  
Yoneichi & Evelyn Kaneshiro  
Richard M.S. & Janet M. Kim  
Robert Kinjo  
Mr. & Mrs. Edward K. Kino  
Alice Kishimoto  
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Kitabata  
Mr. & Mrs. Antoku Kobashigawa  
Seigin Kobashigawa  
Christine Kobayashi  
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Kushimaejo  
Carol Lau  
Sharon S. Lau  
Rosa S. Maja  
Mr. & Mrs. Roy J. Miyahira  
Dianne M. Miyasato  
Frances N. Miyasato  
Mildred M. Miyasato  
Mr. & Mrs. Wilbert S. Miyasato  
Kiyoshi Miyashiro  
Shigenobu Miyashiro  
Wilfred & Loretta Miyashiro  
Hatsuko Kingo Morales  
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Morisako  
Archie S. Moromisato  
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Nagamine  
Maurice S. & Liann M. Nakachi  
Fusako K. Nakagawa  
Richard S. Nakama  
Yoshitaka Nakama  
John K. Nakamitsu  
Mr. & Mrs. Fred T. Nakamura  
Isamu Nakasone  
Richard Yeiko & Taeko Nakasone  
Hatsuko Nakata  
Keiko Nakata  
Ryan Namaka  

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Y. Nishihara  
Saburo & Setsuko Nishime  
Saburo Nishime  
Haruno Nogami  
Mr. & Mrs. Tom T. Ogimi  
Paul I. Ogi  
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Okamoto  
Daniel K. Okano  
Judith S. Onaga  
Jitsuo & Florence K. Osaki  
Clement M. Oshiro  
Grace S. Oshiro  
Mr. & Mrs. Masaru Oshiro  
Sadako Oshiro  
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Y. Oshiro  
Yukisada Oshiro  
Richard S. Oyama  
Dr./Mrs. John W. Pearson  
Rons Construction Corporation  
Rachael T. Sakuma  
Valerie Schmidt  
Stanley S. Shimabukuro  
Takeo & Betty Y. Shimabukuro  
Takeo & Betty Y. Shimabukuro  
Yoshiko Shimabukuro  
Rosei Shinsato  
Harris T. Shiroma  
Rose T. Shiroma  
Mr. & Mrs. Mac Sunabe  
Walter & Yoshie Taira  
Harriet H. Takaesu  
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Takara  
Barbara M. Takata  
Christina Takushi  
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony C. Tamanaha  
Martha K. Tamashiro  
Seihan Tamashiro  

Mr. & Mrs. Seichi Tamayose  
Sheryl Masaki Tashima  
Howard M. & Emi O. Tengan  
Sadako Tengan  
Mr. & Mrs. Norman S. Teruya  
Stephanie M. Teruya  
Time Warner Cable  
Mr. & Mrs. Kenyu Tokuda  
Isao & Ayako Tomita  
Takashi Tsuhako  
Mr. & Mrs. Albert T. Tsukayama  
Sarina Udd  
Ellen T. Uehara  
Roy K. Uehara  
Dr. Sakae & Mrs. Fumiko Uehara  
Senki & Florence Uyeunten  
Mr. & Mrs. Senki Uyeunten  
Mr. & Mrs. Bert Y. Yamaguchi  
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Yamane  
Eiko Yamashiro  
Haruko Yamashiro  
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Yeda  
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Yogi  
Seitei Yogi  
Kenneth H. Yonamine  
Mr. & Mrs. Mac Yonamine  
Fumiko Yoshimoto  
Frederick A. Zukeran 
In Memory of Robert J. & Clara K. 

Awakuni by Their Children
In Memory of Kikumi Gladys China by 

Members of Yomitan Club
In Memory of Masuko Gakiya by 

Members of Yomitan Club
In Memory of Kamezu & Uto Ginoza by 

Kay K. Ginoza

At high noon on June 24, 2010, our Second Ikuyu Madin Golf Tournament tee’d off at the Ewa Beach Golf Club. This fun and healthy fundraising program is a vital 
part of the fundraising efforts for our Capital Committee. Fielding a sold-out tournament of 60 teams – golfers vied for exceptional team prizes and gifts. Included 

as part of the prizes were HOLE-IN-ONE par-3 chances to win $25,000, $10,000 and a Nissan CUBE. 

Tournament team sponsors are:
Title Sponsors:   Armstrong Produce
($5,000)      Chinen & Arinaga Financial Group, Inc.
        Tamura Super Market

   

Eagle Sponsors:  Paradise Beverages 
($3,000)     Yamasato, Fujiwara, Higa & Associates

    

Birdie Sponsors: Cost Engineering
($2,000)     Eleanor Itomura
        First Hawaiian Bank
        Koha Foods

Par Sponsors:   Associated Steel Workers, Ltd.
($1,500)     C&S Wholesale Grocers
        Conagra Foods
        David Arakawa
        HMSA
        KYD, Inc. - K.Yamada Distributors
        Matson Navigation Company
        Realty Laua
        SSFM International
        Stifel Nicolaus & Co.
        The Pint Size Corporation
        Three Peaks Capital
        Yamamoto & Nishimura DDS Inc.

Our Supporters 
      Continued from Page 8

Bogey Sponsors: Alii Hale Painters
($1,000)     Aloha Gourmet Products
        Ameron Hawaii
        Amy Miyamoto
        Anheuser-Busch (A-B Sales of HI)
        Bonded Construction Co.
        Choyce Products, Inc.
        ControlPoint Surveying, Inc.
        Electech Hawaii, Ltd.
        Finance Insurance, Ltd.
        Floors of Hawaii, Inc.
        Frito-Lay, Inc.
        Gentry Homes, Ltd.
        George Tamashiro
        Hawaii Air Cargo
        Hawaiian Sun Products, Inc.
        Ironworkers Union Local 625

        Ironworkers Union Local 625 – Team 2
        Kraft General Foods
        KTM Services, Inc.
        Love’s Bakery, Inc.
        Lyle Hamasaki Construction, Inc.
        Marukai Corporation
        Meadow Gold – Dean Foods
        Miyashiro and Associates
        Nestle Purina Pet Care
        Penske Truck Leasing
        Pepsi Beverages Company
        Pyramid Insurance Centre, Ltd.
        Rons Construction Corporation
        S&M Sakamoto, Inc.
        Take Nakama
        Tommy S. Toma Contractor, Inc.
        United Tire & Recapping Co., Ltd.

Continued on Page 11
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Bump, Set….Donation!
On May 2, 2010, the HUOA Mixed Volleyball League crowned their champions.  

Championship volleyballs were given to Open Champion – Nakagusuku, A 
Division Champion – Aza Yogi, B Division Champion – Sashiki-Chinen, and C 
Division Champion – Tomigusuku 3. The league, which started over 25 years ago 
with eight teams, has grown to over 30 teams competing.

Although the volleyball champions were proud, a more impressive gesture was 
made that day. The HUOA Mixed Volleyball League President Kerry Kakazu pre-
sented HUOA President Paul Komeiji with a $750 check for the maintenance and 
repair of the Hawaii Okinawa Center. Over the past couple of years, money has 
been saved by volunteers like Lance Akana, Terry Taira and Max Shinkawa, who 
referee games to save on referee fees.  This year, through the HUOA Mixed Volleyball 
Leagues’ leadership, the idea of donating money to HUOA to help maintain the 
Hawaii Okinawa Center was put forth to the league.  Without hesitation, the teams 
unanimously supported the idea and agreed to assist HUOA with the donation. 
What a demonstration of the teamwork and the Uchinanchu Spirit!

Moments and events like these truly demonstrate the spirit of Yuimaaru and the 
willingness to help one another.  

Ippee Nifee Deebiru,
Paul Komeiji, HUOA President

BroNZe ($250 to $499) 
Minoru & Kay Teruya 
In Memory of Masanobu & Fumiko Higa 

by James H. Higa

CoNtrIBUtor ($100 to $249)
Mr. & Mrs. Shigeru Ishikawa  
Ruth Y. Oshiro  
Thomas Oyasato  
Clarence Tamayori  
Harold M. & Elsie A. Yonamine
In Memory of Kameju & Hatsue 

Akamine by Annie Chang
In Memory of George K. Kobashigawa by 

Harriet H. Kobashigawa
In Memory of Takashi Motoyama by 

Hakuko Motoyama
In Memory of Kana & Seiichi Nakasone 

by Hiroshi & Kazuko Nakasone
In Memory of Yoshiko Uyehara by A. 

Masutani

Mahalo to the following individuals and organizations who have 
generously contributed towards the Hawaii United Okinawa 

Association and its center. With your assistance we have raised over 
$95,650.  The following donations were received from March 16, 2010, 
to May 15, 2010.

In Memory of Toyo Yamashiro by 
Lori Yamashiro

sUpporter ($50 to $99)
Stuart & Gayle Fujioka
Dave Y. Kaneshiro
Tammy, Lance & Carly Namihira 
Yoshiko & Edwin Oshiro
In Memory of Clyde Imada by Joyce 

N. Chinen, Phd
In Memory of Shigeko & Yasuichi 

Takushi by Jane & Shige Inouye

FrIeND ($25 to $49)
Roberta Saito
Russell Taira
In Memory of Les Chang by Pat & 

Nona Miyashiro
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Ushi Higa 

by Yukio Higa

Preserving Our Legacy
2009 to 2010–Annual Fund Drive

Volleyball League President Kerry Kakazu presents check for $750 to HUOA President Paul Komeiji

In Memory of Shingo & Ushi 
Higa by Shingo Company Ltd.

In Memory of Heichi Ikehara by 
Members of Yomitan Club

In Memory of Ryozan & Kama 
Kuwaye by Henry R. Kuwaye

In Memory of Charles M. & 
Florence C. Miyashiro by 
Stanley & Christine Higa

In Memory of Masa & Nabe 
Tamashiro by Roberta K. 
Sunahara

In Memory of Mr. Minoru 
Tamashiro by Members of Kita 
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai 

In Memory of Margaret Oshiro 
Tsuma by Walter K. Tsuma 

In Honor of Your 100th Birthday, 
Mrs. Tsuruyo Asato, by Bob & 
June Asato

Our Supporters   Continued from Page 9Spring Craft Fair – A May 
Shopping Extravaganza 
On May 6, with spring in the air and Mother’s Day coming, the Hawaii Okinawa 

Center opened its doors to eager shoppers waiting to shop in HUOA’s Spring 
Craft Fair. Held in the evening, over 70 vendors offered such tantalizing gifts as 
one-of-a-kind blouses, jewelry and bags, delicious sauces and mixes, and many other 
wonderful items. HUOA member clubs Ishikawa, Itoman, Kanegusuku, Kin and 
Onna provided the leadership organizing this successful event.

Craft fairs for the HUOA have been a fun and viable fundraising tool. Starting 
from 1991, the fairs have raised thousands of dollars for the organization. This 
event was no exception. The Fair offered delicious food, a silent auction, Hawaii 
Foodbank collection, Bone Marrow Donor registration, early entry for those eager 
shoppers, live entertainment with Wayne Takamine, in addition to the wares offered 
by our crafters. 

This year provided an additional challenge for our organizers. Originally planned 
as a day fair, the committee decided to change it to an evening affair, after receiving 
lackluster registration responses. The decision to switch the event time proved to be 
right. The committee successfully filled all booth spaces, sold all the andagi cooked, 
and the hall was filled with thousands of shoppers. 

This event, like many other HUOA event, is volunteer driven. The committee 
would like to thank the additional assistance from Earlyn Koizumi, Franklin Yogi, 
Tim Oshiro, Mat Arashiro, Takashi Tsuhako, Ronald Miyashiro, Wayne Takamine, 
Jon Itomura, Eleanor Miyasaki, Nancy Yogi, Ellen Higa, Paranku Clubs of Hawaii, 
Ginowan Club, Hui O Laulima, and Wahiawa Okinawa Kyoyu Kai. On behalf our 
Committee Chairman Ed Kino and HUOA President Paul Komeiji, ippee nifee dee-
biru.

Kokua In-Kind Donations
(Thank you for donating your vehicle to HUOA.)

Shigeo Higa
Roy & June Nakamasu

HUoA DoNAtIoNs
March 16 To May 15, 2010

HUOA sends a sincere ippee nifee deebiru to the 
following donors:

In Memory of Agnes T. Asato by 
Elsie Asato, Mildred & Noboru 
Oku, Helen Asato, Shirley & 
James Asato, Jane & Roy Asato

Chatan-Kadena Chojin Kai
Toshio & Sachiko Chinen
Commercial Enterprises Ltd.
Enviroservices & Training Ce.
HUOA Mixed Volleyball League
In Memory of Yurikichi Ikehara 

by Shizuye Ikehara
Kamiko Ishikawa
Paul Komeiji
In Memory of Koyei “Robert” 

Matsumoto by Yomitan Club

Masao Miyashiro
Thomas & Setsuko Miyashiro
P. A. Moracco
Norman M. Nakasone
Lloyd S. Namihira
Misako Shiroma
Rika Tamae
Keith H. & Mardelle C. 

Tamashiro
Lisa Uyesato
Hikoharu Uyesato
Reiko Yonashiro

In Honor of Your 100th 
Birthday, Mrs. Tsuruyo 
Asato, by Wallace Asato

In Honor of Richard Hansuke 
Morishige & Catherine 
Sumako Morishige by Janice 
A. Toshikiyo 

In Honor of Richard Hansuke 
Morishige & Catherine 
Sumako Morishige by 
Christine S.Taylor

In Honor of Richard Hansuke 
Morishige & Catherine 
Sumako Morishige by Leslie 
T. Morishige

In Honor of Evelyn Oshiro 
on her 90th birthday by 
Richard & Jane Takayesu 
and Charlotte Newcomb
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OPEN CHAMPION – 
Nakagusuku

A DIvISION CHAMPION – 
Aza Yogi

B DIvISION CHAMPION – 
Sashiki-Chinen

C DIvISION CHAMPION – 
Tomigusuku 3

Mahalo to the league officers:
President -

Kerry Kakazu (Awase)

1st VP -
Brandon Fujimura (Urasoe)

2nd VP - 
Cheryl Sasaki (Sashiki)

Treasurer - 
Chili Takeda (Itoman)

Secretary & League Director - 
Lance Akana (Osato)

League Director -
 Scott Tengan (Aza Gushikawa)

HUOA extends its sincere appreciation to the following firms, organi-
zations and individuals for their generous donations and support:
The Honorable Mufi Hanneman, Mayor of City and County of Honolulu  
  for the Mayor’s Trophy
City and County of Honolulu, Pali Golf Course – Sean DeMello & Staff 
Coral Creek Golf Course Ko’Olina Golf Club  Puakea Golf Course
Ewa Beach Club   Curtis Kono   Bob Tanaka Realty  
Foot Joy     Seiji Oshiro    Gladys Tokunaga-Asao
Jikoen Temple    Paradise Beverages  Uptown Café
KLC Catering    Poipu Bay    Wailea Golf Club
Kaanapali Resorts   Resort Golf Course       WEBCO
Kapalua Resort   Princeville Resorts  Zippy’s

The coveted Inamine Cup was awarded to Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai for the 12th consecutive year – front 
row: Lester Higa, Nelson Tamashiro, Howard Higa, Ricky Tamashiro. Back row:  Katrina and Kristine 
Higa, Kent Tamashiro. Senior Flight Champ, Walter Chur, Paul Komeiji, Championship Flight Champ, 
Layne Morita and Women’s Flight Champ, Amy Higa.

40th Annual HUOA 
Invitational Golf Tournament
The pathway from the Pali Golf Course clubhouse was lined with 48 colorful 

HUOA club banners as over 100 golfers headed to the first tee where they were 
greeted by President Paul Komeiji and President-elect Norman Nakasone. The Maui 
Okinawa Kenjin Kai gang – Joe Toma, Todd and Jason Hondo flew out to join in on 
the two days of golf, fun and fellowship.

Mahalo to co-chairs Wes Teruya and Neal Takara and all those who helped at the 
course and at Jikoen, where the awards banquet was held. Special thanks to Joan 
Gushiken who spearheaded the registration, collection of fees, and other important 
duties. 

Sports 
Corner

2010 HUOA Mixed Volleyball Champions

HUOA Invitational Golf 
Tournament Results 
(Top three finishers in each flight)

Tournament Champion:  
Layne Morita – Low Gross:  75   74    149

Championship Flight:  Handicap 0-9  Sat  Sun      Low Net      
1.  Kent Tamashiro            70  71   141
2.  Neal Tamashiro            70  71   141
3.  Wes Teruya               70   74   144

“A” Flight:  Handicap 10 – 19       Sat  Sun  Low Net
1.  Glen Kaneshiro            71  65   136
2.  Melvin Kaneshiro           69  69   138
3.  Sean Nagasawa            68  70   138

“B” Flight:  Handicap 20 – 30      Sat  Sun  Low Net
1.  Edward Hamasaki          75  62   137
2.  Jay Higa                 65  73   138
3.  Les Shimabukuro           66  74   140

Seniors’ Flight:  Handicap 0 – 30     Sat  Sun Low Net
1.  Walter Chur              63  69   132
2.  Tony Tamashiro            70  68   138
3.  Richard Takayesu           68  78   146
 

Women’s Flight:  Handicap 0 – 38    Sat  Sun  Low Net
1.  Amy Higa                74  76   150
2.  Gladys Tokunaga-Asao        80  71   151
3.  Katrina Higa              78  75   153

Guest Flight:   Handicap 0 – 30     Sat  Sun  Low Net
1.  Dennis Sanada            69  63   132
2.  Phil Anamizu             67  73   140
3.  Wendell Kop              72  68   140

Tomigusuku 3

Aza YogiNakagusuku

Sashiki-Chinen
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recent photographs 
of WKYK activities 
dating as far back as 
1934 showing our issei 
founding families and 
their descendents 
holding their meet-
ings, picnics, funerals 
and new year gather-
ings.

Also displayed 
was a write up of the 
amazing feat by seven 
local Okinawans who 

escorted 550 pigs by sea (or over the ocean) from Portland, Oregon, to Okinawa in 
1948. This went a long way to help in the recovery of war-torn Okinawa. A display 
of children’s games played in pineapple plantation days was also included. Plans 
and details of HUOA’s Hawaii Okinawa Plaza, which will be built across the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center, were also displayed. Throughout the day, visitors to the Okinawa 
tent were treated to the 
music of Dexter Teruya, 
Ronald Kaneshiro and 
Mel Gushiken on their 
homemade sanshin. 

At the Festival center 
stage, visitors were also 
entertained by the Royal 
Hawaiian Band with 
Karen Keawehawaii, the 
Hawaii Reed 21 har-
monica band, Okame 
Daiko ladies, Yoshiko 
Nakasone - Hooge Ryu 
Hana Nuuzi No Kai, as well as other ethnic groups.

Hui Okinawa News
By Margaret Torigoe, President

The Hui Okinawa Kobudo 
Taiko float placed first 

in the Float Division in the 
Merrie Monarch Festival 
Parade on April 10. Lots of 
work was put in to decorate 
the beautiful, well-designed 
float. Chairperson was Taryn 
Yogi. A Haari Boat Festival 
float was also entered to publi-
cize the event in August. Kathy Antonio chaired decorating of the truck and trailer 
carrying two sabani used in the races. 

Morris Nakaishi was nominated for the Older American Award and honored 
at the Older American luncheon on May 7 at the Hilton Waikoloa Village Hotel. 

Morris has been a great volunteer and hard worker for Hui 
Okinawa as well as other community functions.

Scholarship award winners have been selected for the Hui 
Okinawa and Jack and Otome Miyashiro Scholarships. The 
Hui Okinawa scholarship of $1,000 for post-high school 
education awardee is Melanie Matsuda of Kohala High 
School. She is the daughter of Ted and Kathy Matsuda. 
The Continuing College Scholarship for $1,000 awardee 
is Diane Kosaki, daughter of Gerald and Diane Kosaki. 
The high school graduate Jack and Otome Miyashiro 

Scholarship for $2,000 awardee is Melanie Matsuda of Kohala. 
The banquet to honor high school and college graduates of Hui Okinawa member 

families is being planned for June 5 at the Nani Mau Gardens. 
Plans are coming together for the Ninth Children’s Cultural Day Camp chaired by 

Ruby Maekawa. We hope to enroll 48 students for the June 6 to 11 camp.
Check out the HUOA 

website for our latest news-
letter: the next one will be 
out mid-July. You can read 
in detail all that we are 
doing. We keep busy! If you 
have any questions about 
Hui Okinawa or want to 
join us for events, please 
contact Margaret Torigoe 
at 895-0994 or email at 
matori58@msn.com

reminder: Invitation for Haari Boat Festival: August 20-21, 2010 at the Wailoa 
State Park. Friday will be practice for teams and a Friendship Golf Tournament. All 
current information on the Haari Boat Festival is on the website www.haariboatfes-
tival.com Please check it out. All forms and information for teams will be put on it.

Hui O Laulima does 
“W.E.L.L.N.E.S.S.” 
By Karen Kuba-Hori

On April 24, members of Hui O Laulima converged onto Jikoen Temple grounds 
for their version of a cultural wellness workshop. On the assumption that 

Okinawans do live longer – Laulima wanted to enhance their members’ prospects 
of having a healthier future. Participants experienced four hands-on workshops – 
Massage and Exercise for physical and mental health; Flower Arrangement for emo-
tional health; and Okinawan Cookery for nutritional health. 

The sessions were led by experienced instructors. Personal Trainer Mike Tengan 
from Definition Personal Training taught us how to stretch and bend aging mus-
cles. Massage Therapist Dustin 
Ebesu showed us how to relax 
our bodies and relieve those 
tense areas. Member Karen 
Kuba-Hori taught us that all 
flower arrangements are beau-
tiful as long as when you look 
at your creation it makes you 
feel good, and experienced culi-
nary experts Jane Sakima, Ellen 
Higa, Nobuko Kotani, Shizuko 
Shiroma, Toshiko Miyazato, 
Annie Shimabukuro, Fumiko 
Yoshimoto and Tina Kaneshiro 
taught us how to cook sokibuni nu shimun (sparerib soup), kandaba jushi (rice with 
sweet potato leaves); kubu maki (pork wrapped with kelp), kubu irichi (kelp with 
dried turnip) and goya champuru. 

Participants were divided into four 
sections, traveling to different work-
shops in round robin sessions. Each 
group was able to hands-on prepare 
one lunch menu item. Their instruc-
tors allowed them to cut, tie, season 
and mix their gastronomical master-
piece, getting it ready for a luncheon 
that followed.

Of course, what is 
a Laulima luncheon 
without a Laulima des-
sert creation? Member 
Thelma Lam created the 
most delicious mochi 
confection named 
“Purple Blossom,” that was paired with mini crème puffs and topped with a choco-
late drizzle. When we left Jikoen that afternoon – our bodies were relaxed, we had a 
beautiful arrangement to admire at home, and our stomachs were happy. 

Thank you to HOL Cultural Committee members Geri Maeda, Paula Kurashige, 
Jean Yamasato, Sharon Fujino and Karen Kuba-Hori for organizing this workshop. 
Asked what is in store for Laulima for the rest of the year, their response with a laugh 
was – “many things.” Members are asked to look at our club’s upcoming newsletter 
for registration information for the upcoming Hilo Haari Boat races on August 
21. We are looking for interested member paddlers, haari booster cheerleaders, and 
competing HUOA member clubs.

(L-R): Myrtle Kaneshiro, Annette Masutani, Ellen Shimabukuro, 
Nancy Miura and HOL President Tina Kaneshiro are all smiles 
while working on their f lower arrangement.

Above: (bottom left to right)
A feast for any Uchinanchu: 
goya champaru, kubu irichi, 
sokibuni shimun and kubu 
maki.

Hui Okinawa Kobudo Taiko first place winner of the Float Division 
for the 2010 Merrie Monarch Festival parade.

Congratulations, Morris 
Nakaishi

Wahiawa Kyo Yu Kai At 
Pineapple Festival 
By Aki Kakazu

Old timers of Wahiawa Okinawa Kyo Yu Kai (WKYK) seemed to be smiling more 
than usual after they saw their young leaders led by President Gene Higa orga-

nize and create the WKYK Okinawa tent display at the recent Wahiawa Pineapple 
Festival held on May 8 at Fred Wright Park. Gene was greatly assisted by a combina-
tion of sansei and younger: David Nakasone, Ralph and Jean Ige, Richard Nakasone, 
Hap Agena, Charijean Watanabe, and others.

With guidance from James Iha, former president of HUOA, WKYK and Chatan 
Sonjin Kai and current board member of the Wahiawa Historical Society (which 
re-established the Pineapple Festival), the young leaders displayed many old and 

Cooking caption: Instructors Jane Sakima and Ellen Higa show the 
ladies how to tie kobu for our sparerib soup.

Hui Okinawa Haari Boat f loat
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You can now add me to the fortunate group of people who have had the opportunity to experience that life-
changing event. Like those before me, I’m sure I will be sharing my story with many others over the next several 
months.

I am looking forward to returning to Okinawa next year to attend the 5th Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival 
and reconnecting with those I met this year and meeting others as well. It’s only 15 months away and counting. 
Can’t wait!

Two Hawaii Youth to Participate in OPG 
Homestay Program
Thanks to host families from the HUOA community, we have received 

on two occasions, groups of students from Okinawa who have 
participated in the Okinawa Prefectural Government’s (OPG) Overseas 
Homestay program. The program had been opened to our community 
as well. However, there had not been any participants from Hawaii until 
now.

This year, we are pleased to announce that we have two applicants who 
were accepted by the OPG and will now become our first participants in 
the program. John Medeiros and Caitlin Towner, both from Kauai, will 
soon board a plane to Okinawa, where they will spend two weeks with 
host families. Caitlin is the granddaughter and John is the great-grandson 
of Mamoru and Haruko Kaneshiro. They are members of the Hui Alu club 

on Kauai. 
John and Caitlin will experience living 

with families in Naha City and Okinawa 
City and are scheduled to participate in a list of activities prepared by the OPG. 
Their itinerary includes traveling to Motobu and spending a night on Iejima, 
visiting Gyokusendo, experience Okinawan culture and history with a visit to 
Shuri Castle, hands-on activity of creating their own traditional craft item, and 
much more.

The HUOA is truly grateful for John and Caitlin’s personal interest and 
earnestness to learn about their ancestral roots. We say “Thank you” to their 
families for their understanding and generous support for allowing their chil-
dren to participate in this program. HUOA also extends its appreciation to the 
Okinawan Prefectural Government for offering this wonderful opportunity to 
the youth of our community. Ippee Nifee Deebiru to the Okinawan families who 

will be hosting and caring for our participants. We look forward to developing a stronger network or connec-
tion, kizuna, between Okinawa and Hawaii through this special program. Congratulations and Bon Voyage to 
John Medeiros and Caitlin Towner!

2010 ‘with love from Lorraine’ Grant 
Recipients Selected
Congratulations to Sean Sadaoka and Melissa Uyeunten, who were selected as HUOA’s 2010 “with love from 

Lorraine” grant of $1,000 each. 
Since its creation in 2005, the with love from Lorraine grant has been awarded to a deserving applicant 

in Okinawan music and dance traditions, respectively. This grant was created to honor the late Lorraine 
Kaneshiro, a beloved member of our community who excelled in the study and promotion of the Okinawan 
culture, especially through its performing arts. 

One of the objectives of this grant is to assist the applicant in his or her pursuit of traveling to Okinawa to 
compete in music and dance competitions or to be tested in these fields for certification purposes.

Sean Sadaoka will be a contender in the second, or yuushuu, level in the uta-sanshin category of the music 
competition sponsored by the Ryukyu Shimposha, one of Okinawa’s leading newspaper companies. Melissa 
Uyeunten will also enter the same contest in the first, or shinjin, level for dance.

In their respective essays, Sean and Melissa expressed their earnest desire to polish their skills, compete with 
their counterparts in Okinawa, and return to Hawaii to become leaders in their fields of study to enhance the 
cultural legacy of our community. They have the full support of their respective teachers in Hawaii, Grant Murata 
Sensei of the Afuso Ryu Gensei Kai Hawaii Shibu and Frances Nakachi Sensei of the Tamagusuku Ryu Senju 
Kai—Frances Nakachi Ryubu Dojo and the acknowledgement of the HUOA clubs that they are members of.

We extend our appreciation to all of the applicants who expressed their interest in this grant. While the grant 
allows for only one recipient each year in music and dance, we encourage all of you to continue your quest for 
excellence in your field of study and participation in future grant opportunities. Meanwhile, HUOA expresses 
its best wishes to Sean Sadaoka and Melissa Uyeunten in Okinawa! 

2011 Hui O Laulima 
Cultural Grant 
Applications
Hui O Laulima is pleased to announce that applica-

tions for the 2011 Cultural Grant are being accept-
ed. All prospective grant projects/activities should 
take place from January through December, 2011, 
and recipients of this Grant must expend their money 
within that calendar year. Grants and scholarships have 
been awarded by HOL since 1984 and total more than 
$125,000. Deadline for submission is August 31, 2010.

Hui O Laulima is a women’s organization promoting 
the Okinawan culture and true to its spirit of “giving 
a helping hand,” it has continued to perpetuate and 
preserve its culture by awarding grants to individuals 
and groups that share the same desire. These qualities 
will be considered of all applicants as well as leadership 
ability and participation in community service.

Criteria for selection include:
• Interest in the study, perpetuation and promotion, 

including goodwill projects of Okinawan 
culture (music, dance, art, or other forms of 
artistic expressions), language and history;

• Leadership ability;
• Community service;
• Acceptance to study under a recognized instructor 

of Okinawan culture, language and/or history;
• Participation in programs for the promotion and 

perpetuation of Okinawan culture;
• Financial need;
• Overall potential for success;
• Clarity of goal(s); and 
• Two letters of recommendation from individuals 

other than relatives.

Inquiries and/or requests for application go to:
Jean Tsuda, Cultural Grants Committee Chairperson

 45-055 Malulani Street
 Kaneohe, HI 96744
 jeantsuda@hawaii.rr.com

Caitlin Towner

John Medeiros

Uchinaa-guchi 
(Okinawan language) 
Word of the Month
May
yurukubi, n. [yorokobi] 
1 Congratulation. 2 Joy; delight; 
glee; pleasure; rapture; exulation; 
gratification.

June
chimu-nubi, n. Tolerance; patience; 
permissiveness. -sun, v. To be 
tolerant and forgive.
(Excerpted, with permission, from the Okinawan-English 
Wordbook, by Mitsugu Sakihara, edited by Stewart Curry, 
University of Hawaii Press, Honolulu, 2006)

28th OKINAWAN 
FESTIVAL

KApIOLANI pArK

SATUrDAY, SEpTEMBEr 4
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Bon Dance 5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, SEpTEMBEr 5
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

www.okinawanfestival.com

Continued from Page 6Life-changing 
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On June 6, 22 high school students from Hawaii 
became the stars of the 20th Anniversary Celebration 

of the Okinawa-Hawaii Student Exchange Program. With 
more than 100 people in attendance, our students shared 
their talents and Aloha Spirit on stage, receiving resound-
ing applause and special cheers from their Okinawan host 
students as each of our Hawaii students were introduced.

With Vice Governor Yoshiyuki Uehara heading the VIP 
list, we were in awe to see so many former Superintendents 
of Education, Coordinators and Teacher Chaperones who 
were involved in the Exchange in previous years.

Our students will be spending two weeks with their host 
families and attending school with their host students in 
addition to engaging in many field trips to witness the his-
tory and culture of Okinawa.

20th Hawaii-Okinawa High School Student Exchange

22 Hawaii high school students were treated to a first class 20th anniversary 
of Okinawa-Hawaii High School Student Exchange Program celebration.

Hawaii Okinawa Center 
Library
Did you know that at the Hawaii Okinawa 

Center there is a wonderful library full 
of books in Japanese, and a small collection 
in English, with topics covering all things 
Okinawan? Our collection, which includes 
many works no longer in print, has been built 
upon donations from private collections and 
publishers.  Additionally, local Okinawa news-
papers that are specially sent to us, Okinawa 
Times and Ryukyu Shimpo, are also available. 

We’d like 
to share 
a few of 
them with 
you:

“The Battle of Okianwa, the Typhoon of Steel 
and Bombs,” by former Okinawa Governor and 
war survivor, Masahide Ota, thoroughly doc-
uments the Battle with vivid photographs, 
records and statistical figures. A history buff ’s 
delight, this book documents the strength 
and perseverance of the people of Okinawa. 

“Folktales of Okinawa,” published by the Bank 
of the Ryukyus International Foundation in 
1995, offers in Japanese and English the many 
f o l k t a l e s 
of Ryukyu 

Islands. Stories such as Kajimaya and The Birth of 
Star Sand will enlighten you with stories of our 
elders.

“Ryukyuan Dance,” published by Okinawa 
Prefecture Government in 1995, commemorates 
the 50th anniversary of the end of World War II. 
It takes you through a vibrantly colorful jour-
ney of photos and stories, showing the styles of 
Ryukyuan dances – a great read and introduc-
tion to the beautiful culture, music and dance of 
the Ryukyus.

Many of the books in the library are available 
for you to check out. Hours are Monday - Friday, 
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Nenes

China SadaoYoshida yasuko

Mahaloto China Sadao, 
the Nenes, and Yoshida Yasuko 

for their generosity and 
star performances 

at the benefit concert for the 
Hawaii United Okinawa 

Association.
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Okinawa Prefecture Junior and Senior High School Select Band 
to Perform at Okinawan Festival
The Okinawa Prefecture Wind Ensemble Federation (Okinawa-ken Suisougaku Renmei) will celebrate its 50th anniversary with a special performance of its Junior and 

Senior High School Select Band at HUOA’s 28th Okinawan Festival on Saturday, September 4.
Students throughout Okinawa auditioned for the various positions in the ensemble and 50 were selected for the Federation’s commemorative Hawaii engagement. These 

students* represent a wide cross-section of Okinawa’s middle and high schools. They have been earnestly rehearsing since earlier this year and will present a very polished 
and enjoyable program for our Festival audience. Program details will be published in the next issue of Uchinanchu.

The students and their administrative support group will arrive in Hawaii a few days before the Okinawan Festival to have fellowship exchanges with students of 
Kamehameha School and Niu Valley Middle School, respectively.

We were informed that, 50 years ago, the idea of a wind ensemble was initiated by a Hawaii Nisei who was either stationed or employed through the civil service system 
in Okinawa. The group began as an activity for adults and gradually shifted its focus to the youth of the community. If anyone in our readership is aware of this story or 
was an early participant of the group, we’d love to hear from you. Please contact the HUOA office at 676-5400 and share your information.

*A list containing the selected students, their school and hometown is available at the HUOA office; please call between 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday-Friday for details.

Okinawa Prefecture Junior and Senior High School Select Band

Save the Date
28th OKINAWAN FESTIVAL

Kapiolani Park
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 4

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Bon Dance 5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
www.okinawanfestival.com



Watch “Hawaii Okinawa Today,” Monday evenings at 7 p.m. on ‘Olelo–Oceanic 
Cable Channel 53.  You can also view our shows on Olelonet – simultaneous Web 
streaming.  For updated information contact;  hot@huoa.org or visit our website;  
www.huoa.org for detailed information.

Jul 5   27th Okinawan Festival 2009 at Kapiolani Park - Show #2 featuring 
    Hawaii Taiko Kai; Lanakila Okinawa Nenchosha Club; Andagi Eating 
    Contest; Ryukyukoku Matsuri Daiko Hawaii; and the Royal Hawaiian 
    Band. (Premiere)

 Jul 12  Special Performance by Sadao China and Friends at the Lanakila Multi- 
    Purpose Senior Center for the Okinawan Club on April 11, 2002.

 Jul 19   27th Okinawan Festival 2009 at Kapiolani Park - Show #3 featuring
    Nakasone Dance Academy, Hooge Ryu Hananuuzi No Kai; Radio
    Okinawa - Johnny Ginowan and members of his ukulele class; and
    Nidaime Teishin Kai, Hawaii Shibu, and members of the HUOA Sanshin 
    Class. (Premiere)

 Jul 26  22nd Okinawan Festival 2004 - Show #9 featuring Naha Taiko Club; 
    Hawaii Taiko Kai; Kiyoko Gushiken (Radio Okinawa); and Begin from 
    Okinawa.

 Aug 2  27th Okinawan Festival 2009 at Kapiolani Park - Show #4 featauring
    Ryukyu Sokyoku Hozon Kai, Hawaii Shibu - Sarina Sokyoku Kenkyusho; 
    Afuso Ryu Gensei Kai, Hawaii Shibu/Ryukyu Koten Afuso Ryu Ongaku 
    Kenkyu Choichi Kai Hawaii; Hui Okinawa Kobudo Taiko & Ryukyu 
    Kobudo Taiko, Hawaii Shibu; and Kilauea Okinawa Dance Club. 
    (Premiere)

 Aug 9  Future of Okinawan Performing Arts in Hawaii - Live call-in show on
    October 14, 2002 from the Olelo studio in Mapunapuna, featuring guests
    from various Okinawan cultural schools in Hawaii.

 Aug 16 Studio Shoot at Olelo, Mapunapuna, April 14, 2002, featuring Mitsuko
    Toguchi, Harry Seisho Nakasone, Grant “Sandaa” Murata, Melissa 
    Uyeunten, and Nelson Yoshioka, Sr.

 Aug 23 Promenade Haebaru - A Pathway to History - Culture, produced by mem
    bers of Haebaru Youth of Haebaru Cho, Okinawa. (Premiere)

 Aug 30  2000 Kauai Okinawan Festival and highlights of the County of Kauai and
    Ishigaki City Sister City Reaffirmation Ceremony.

Birthday Parties • Graduations • Anniversaries
Weddings • Office Parties • Seminars and Meetings

Call 677-7744 or visit www.acateredexperience.com for menus and more information.

Choose from an assortment of menus that can be customized to fit your needs and budget.
Popular Hawaiian & Local Style menus  •  Prime Rib Buffets

Create your own menu for any occasion!  •  Party Platters for pick-up  •  Onsite deliveries

As the exclusive caterers to the Legacy Ballroom at the Hawaii Okinawa Center,
we enhance the beauty of the venue with a colorful menu for your guests to enjoy.

Make Your Event Memorable with
A Catered Experience.

July 2010
1   Festival Food Committee meeting., 7pm
2   Hawaii Sashiki-Chinen Chaya clean-up, 3pm
5   HOC Office Closed-INDEPENDENCE DAY
6   Executive Council meeting, 7pm
11   Kita Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai, HOC clean-up, 7am
12   Club Development Committee meeting, 7pm
14   Okinawan Festival meeting, 7pm
15   Administration Committee meeting, 7pm
20   Board of Directors meeting, 7pm  

August  
3   Executive Council meeting, 7pm
5   Communications & Information Committee meeting., 7pm
6-7  Okage Sama De Okinawa Virtual Leadership Tour, Hawaii      
    Okinawa Center
9   Club Development Committee meeting, 7pm
11   Okinawan Festival meeting, 7pm
13   Hawaii Sashiki-Chinen Chaya clean-up, 3pm
19   Administration Committee meeting, 7pm
20   Haari Boat Festival Friendship Golf Tournament, Hilo Municipal  
    Golf Course, Noon
21   Haari Boat Festival, Wailea State River/Park 
25   Okinawan Festival meeting, 7pm
29   Wok Cleaning, Hawaii Okinawa Center, 7am  

September
4-5  28th Okinawan Festival, Kapiolani Park
6   HOC Office Closed-LABOR DAY; Equipment return from Festival

Classes • Other Meetings at Hawaii Okinawa Center:
HUOA Sanshin:  every Thursday, 7pm* 
Ichigo Ichi E:  1st & 3rd Wednesday, 8-9pm* 
Ikebana:  3rd Wednesday, 7pm*
Karaoke nite:  last Tuesday, 6:30pm*
Kobudo Taiko:  every Monday, 7pm, contact Calvin Nakama 224-7374
Monday Crafters: every Monday, 9am*
Okinawan Genealogical Society meeting: 3rd Saturday, 9am*
Uchinaaguchi: every 4th Thursday, 7pm*

*for more information, please call 676-5400
**Subject to Change** (entries as of 5/25/10)


