
student exchange and scholarship programs. This year, 
cultural exchanges will take place during our study tour 
and genealogy trips to Okinawa.

Third: HUOA’s and WUB’s (Worldwide Uchinanchu 
Business) Association first Worldwide Uchinanchu 
Conference is scheduled for August 29 – September 2 
and offers international exposure.

Finally — We intend to study important proposals 
offered by Jimmy Toyama’s administrative committee. 
These and other promising ideas will be adopted and 
result in organizational stability.

These are our challenges. With your assistance, I’m 
sure we will continue as energetically as before with 
“Chimu Zurii — The Beautiful Harmony.”

We were fortunate to have Norman Nakasone and 
the Wahiawa Okinawa Kyoyu Kai and Jane Takayesu’s 
Itoman Shijin Kai organizing tonight’s installation ban-
quet. The entire committee worked really hard. Thank 
you! Special thanks to my wife Emeline, my strongest 
supporter.

We congratulate the new officers and advisors. Also, 
here’s a special “Mahalo and Congratulations” to all our 
Uchinananchu of the Year recipients.

Ippe Nihei Debiru!

UUch i n a n c h u
The  Voice  of   the  Hawaii   United  Okinawa  Associat ion
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by Karleen C. Chinen
Bito Doshi Kai

Over 800 people packed the Teruya Pavilion of the 
Hawaii Okinawa Center on Jan. 18 for the installation 
of George T. Tamashiro as 2003 president of the Hawaii 
United Okinawa Association and the introduction of 
the 2002 Uchinanchu of the Year.

The evening began with an invocation by Rev. Kevin 
Kuniyuki of the Wahiawa Hongwanji Mission. Dinner 
music was provided by koto students from the 
Miyashiro Soho Kai, directed by Bonnie Miyashiro Sensei. 

As the dinner plates were being cleared, the formal 
portion of the program got underway. Outgoing HUOA 
president Gladys Tokunaga-Asao chose to express her 
gratitude for a fulfilling year by dancing to the song, 
“Arigato,” sung karaoke style by her husband, Charles 
Asao. Joining her in the dance were: Amy Higa, Keith 
Kaneshiro, Rodney Kohagura, Thelma Lam, Brian 
Suzuki, Kaaren Takara and John Tasato. After a quick 
change of dress, Tokunaga-Asao took the podium to 
deliver her outgoing president’s message. She reflected 
on what she described as a “monumental and memora-
ble year” that was filled with Okinawan cultural events, 
projects and “taking responsible actions to maintain 
the fiscal viability of our organization.” “Thank you 
to all of you for helping me lead the Hawaii United 
Okinawa Association and live the theme, “Ichimadin 
Kanaganatu — Forever Embracing.”

The 2003 officers, led by George Tamashiro, were 
installed by state Rep. Marcus Oshiro, a member of 
Gushikawa Shijin Kai. Serving with Tamashiro are: pres-
ident-elect Cheryl Okuma-Sepe (Gushikawa Shijin Kai), 
vice presidents Keith Kaneshiro (Aza Gushikawa Doshi 
Kai), Rodney Kohagura (Ginowan Shijin Kai) and Karleen 
Chinen (Bito Doshi Kai); secretaries Jane Tateyama 
(Club Motobu), Leona Urata (Minami Nakagusuku 
Sonjin Kai) and Chikako Nago (Young Okinawans of 
Hawaii); treasurers Jaysin Asato (Nago Club) and Sandra 
Goya (Nishihara Chojin Kai); and advisors Dorothy Hoe, 
Jimmy Iha, Roy Kaneshiro, Norman Nakasone, Jane 
Serikaku and Maurice Yamasato, 

With Tamashiro formally installed, Gladys Tokunaga-
Asao presented him the president’s gavel. Tamashiro is 
a member and past president of the Wahiawa Okinawa 

Kyoyu Kai and a member of Itoman Shijin Kai. He co-
chaired the 2002 Okinawan Festival with vice president 
Keith Kaneshiro. The theme, “Chimu Zurii — The 
Beautiful Harmony” will guide his year as president.

An engineer by profession, Tamashiro is deputy 
director of the Department of Design and Construction 
for the City and County of Honolulu. He and his wife 
Emeline have three grown children and reside in 
Mililani Town. 

In his installation speech, Tamashiro vowed to sup-
port HUOA’s many volunteers and staff by encouraging 
them to continue their good work, support educational 
programs and cultural exchange through such projects 

as the DOE 
student 
exchange 
and the 
scholarship 
programs. 
“Finally, 
we intend 
to study 
important 
proposals 
offered by 

Jimmy Toyama’s administrative committee. These and 
other promising ideas will be adopted and result in 
organizational stability,” pledged Tamashiro. 

The evening continued with the presentation of the 
sports awards by outgoing sports committee chair 
Wayne Miyahira. The volleyball trophy went to Minami 
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai, represented by club president 
Jane Serikaku and the softball award to Hui Makaala 
I, represented by Reid Yamashiro. The bowling trophy 
was presented to team “Champuru,” represented by 
league president Tomomi Shimabukuro. The golf tro-
phy was presented to grand champion Russell McGarry 
from Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club, and the Inamine Cup to 
Kaaren Takara of Minami Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai.

The other highlight of the evening was the introduc-
tion of the 2002 “Uchinanchu of the Year” by chair 
Tom Yamashiro from Itoman Shijin Kai. The audience 
gave an extra boisterous applause for two special 

GEORGE TAMASHIRO INSTALLED AS 2003 HUOA PRESIDENT
Uchinanchu of the Year — 100-year-old Gensuke 
Nakama from Ginoza Shijin Kai, and Itoman Shijin Kai’s 
Kenichi Kaneshiro, who will turn 100 in August. Mr. 
Nakama arrived in Hawai‘i in 1919 at the age of 17. Mr. 
Kaneshiro immigrated to Hawai‘i in 1920. Each honor-
ee was presented a custom-made, wood-carved Shurei 
no mon clock.

Consul General of Japan Masatoshi Muto joined the 
gathering immediately after touching down at Honolulu 
International Airport on a flight from Washington, 
D.C. He applauded the Okinawan community for its 
Uchinanchu spirit and service to the community. Muto 
also talked about efforts by the Japanese government to 
strengthen ties between the U.S. and Japan.

Congratulatory kampai were offered by Norman 
Nakasone, president of the Wahiawa Okinawa Kyoyu 
Kai and chair of the installation program, and Rev. 
Hiromi Kawaji, president of the United Japanese 
Society of Hawaii. 

With the formal portion of the program concluded, 
the audience 
was treated 
to an enter-
tainment 
program that 
featured stu-
dents from 
Hooge Kai, 
Nakasone 
Dance 
Academy, 
directed 
by Yoshiko 
Nakasone 
Sensei. They 
performed 

an auspicious “Shochikubai” and a lively rendition of 
“Ashibina.” Newly installed president George Tamashiro 
was joined by several of his officers and friends for 
group singing of two Okinawan songs: “Bashofu,” 
“Tinsagu Nu Hana.” Afuso-ryu Hawaii Sandaa Kai mem-
bers presented a lively medly of Okinawan folk tunes 
and closed the evening with a festive kachashi.

by George T. Tamashiro
2003 President, Hawaii United Okinawa Association
Wahiawa Okinawa Kyoyu Kai, Itoman Shijin Kai

Haisai and Aloha —
As I accept the presidency, I will remember the hard 

work and accomplishments of our recent past presi-
dents. I humbly ask for their guidance.

To Gladys Tokunaga-Asao, we owe a much-improved 
relationship with Okinawa. To Jimmy Iha, a solid com-
munity outreach program and an awareness of our 
long-range plans. To Doc Miyasato, congratulations 
for being a model diplomat and a class act. Each past 
president worked for a better Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association.

Here’s what I think will challenge us to keep our 
vibrant organization as strong as before. I will keep my 
comments to a summary since we have fun and festivi-
ties waiting backstage.

First: We need to encourage our 52 member clubs, 
affiliate members, Wayne Miyahira’s office staff and 
thousands of volunteers to continue their good work. 
They are obviously the gears that keep us moving forward.

Second: Educational programs will be offered in our 

2003 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Newly installed HUOA President George 
Tamashiro dances kachashi with Minani 
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai’s “Uchinanchu of the 
Year,” Agnes Kameko Higa.

Outgoing president Gladys Tokunaga-Asao presents 
the gavel to her successor, George Tamashiro.
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Uchinanchu
Uchinanchu is the newsletter of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association. Although subject to change, 
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telephone number to Uchinanchu Newsletter, Hawaii United Okinawa Association, 94-587 Ukee St., 
Waipahu, Hawai‘i 96797. E-mail articles to Kchinen@lava.net
Uchinanchu reserves the right to edit all material for clarity and accuracy.

Uchinanchu is our voice — the voice of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association, 
its members, and the “home” we all built together: the Hawaii Okinawa Center. By 
sharing information and experiences, Uchinanchu keeps us connected as a family, 
dedicated to preserving, sharing and perpetuating our Okinawan cultural heritage.

HUOA received $5,795.00 in contributions for Uchinanchu in October, November 
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Mr. & Mrs. Hideyasu Higa
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Gladys Tokunaga-Asao
2002 HUOA President

It has been a monumental and memorable year filled with Okinawan cultural 
events, projects and taking responsible actions to maintain the fiscal viability of our 
organization. We organized, supported and endorsed many cultural events which 
fulfilled the mission of the Hawaii United Okinawa Association, which is to pre-
serve, perpetuate and promote the Okinawan culture. There were concerts, dance 
recitals, charity performances, an inter-island Children’s Cultural Day Camp and 
other activities that filled the year. We extended our hand to help others; for exam-
ple, a golf tournament in July benefited the Okinawa Hawaii Kyokai in Okinawa. We 
also extended our hand to assist other cultural and civic groups in the community. 

I am pleased to report that thanks 
to the efforts of HUOA treasurers 
Sandra Goya and Jaysin Asato and 
our HUOA staff and the coopera-
tion of all of our HUOA committees 
and subcommittees, we made great 
strides this year to streamline our 
accounting procedures. I was totally 
committed to bringing to light the 
reality of HUOA’s financial situation to 
ensure that we will be able to carry 
out our mission in the years to come. 
We cherish the HUOA and the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center — the home we built 
for the generations to come. And so 
our task to look after our finances must — and will — continue.

I would like to thank all of you — members and Uchinanchu-at-heart — for 
your support and constant encouragement. You all have enhanced the spirit of yui-
maaruu — working together for a common goal. I would especially like to thank 
the officers, advisors, chairs and Uchinanchu Goodwill Ambassadors who fulfilled 
their responsibilities and helped me lead this great organization in 2002. They 
are: President-elect George Tamashiro; Vice Presidents Keith Kaneshiro, Rodney 
Kohagura and Karleen Chinen; Secretaries Jane Tateyama, Thelma Lam and Chikako 
Nago; Treasurers Sandra Goya and Jaysin Asato; Advisors Dorothy Hoe, Jean Seki, 
John Tasato, Jimmy Toyama, Henry Uyeshiro and Maurice Yamasato; Goodwill 
Ambassadors Wayne Miyahira, George Uyema and Dorothy Hoe; James Iha, immedi-
ate past president, who also served as interim executive director with Dr. Albert 
Miyasato, assistant executive director; and the HUOA staff.

Last but not least, I would like to thank my greatest supporter, my husband 
Charles Asao.

Thank you to all of you for helping me lead the Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association and live the theme, “Ichimadin Kanaganatu — Forever Embracing.” Best 
wishes to all of you for a prosperous new year. Please continue to embrace our 
Okinawan culture and the sentiments of thankfulness and appreciation emphasized 
in kanaganatu. To all of you — my family and faithful friends, who have stood by 
me, especially this year, regardless of the challenges before us — ippe, ippe nifee 
deebiru.

OUTGOING PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

2002 President Gladys Tokunaga-Asao presents a 
commemorative clock to the eldest “Uchinanchu of 
the Year” honoree, 100-year-old Gensuke Nakama 
from Ginoza Sonjin Kai. Nakama-san was born May 
5, 1902, in Soke, Okinawa. (Michael Young photos)

and December, including five from Maui, three from the Big Island, two from 
California and one each from New York and Oregon. 

Every dollar donated — along with the valuable income from advertising — helps 
offset the cost of publishing Uchinanchu. HUOA sends a sincere ippe nihei deebiru to 
the following donors. Mahalo for keeping Uchinanchu alive and thriving.
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OCTOBER – NOVEMBER DONATIONS

The Hawaii United Okinawa Association gratefully acknowledges the following indi-
viduals for their generous donations received last October and November. The contri-
butions totaled $2,400.05. Ippe nihei deebiru for supporting HUOA!

Gladys & Charles Asato
Hawaii Taiko Kai
Koa Donation Bowl
Mrs. Kazu Minei
  (Urasoe, Okinawa)
Suyeno Nada
Gerrie K. Nakamura

by Jon Itomura
Chair, HUOA Fund Development Committee
Young Okinawans of Hawaii, Chatan-Kadena Chojin Kai

The Hawaii United Okinawa Association Fund Development Committee is about mid-
way through its 2002–03 “Preserving Our Legacy” fundraising letter drive. As of March 
10, 2003, HUOA has received 1,166 responses, totaling $115,918.00. Ippe nihwe debi-
ru for your generous contributions. 

Last year, we fell $26,862 short of our goal of $120,000. This year, however, we need 
only $4,082.00 more to reach our $120,000 goal. If the remaining HUOA members 
sent in just one dollar each, we would surpass our goal for the first time since the 
fund drive was started in the year 2000! 

The Fund Development Committee helps facilitate the preservation, perpetuation 
and promotion of our Okinawan culture and heritage by raising the funds needed 
to maintain our home, the Hawaii Okinawa Center, for future generations of Hawai‘i 
Uchinanchu. While most of HUOA’s cultural programs and activities are supported 
by funds raised at our seasonal craft fairs and the annual Okinawan Festival, per-
sonal donations are the primary source of funds to maintain and operate the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center in Waipio. Administrative and facility maintenance costs increase 
every year, but thanks to the efforts of many special individuals and companies who 
share in our vision to continue building a legacy, we have managed to make ends meet. 

The Fund Development Committee’s goal this year is to educate our Uchinanchu 
members, community and Uchinanchu-at-heart about the importance of preserving our 
legacy and to specifically identify how contributions are utilized. 

Once again, the HUOA Fund Development Committee expresses its sincere Ippe nihwe 
debiru for your generous contributions. Mahalo nui loa for your continued support. On 
behalf of the HUOA, its officers, Board of Directors, members and valuable volunteers, 
we ask that you continue to take an active role in making our fourth annual “Preserving 
Our Legacy” fund drive a success in the spirit of “Ukazi Debiru (Because of You).”

“PRESERVING OUR LEGACY” — A Fantastic Beginning!

At her final Board of Directors meeting as 2002 HUOA president, Gladys Tokunaga-
Asao presented special Certificates of Appreciation to six individuals. The following is the 
text of her presentations. 

“All of us, you and I, and your memberships are volunteers. We come together 
in mind and spirit to roll up our sleeves to get the job done — sometimes we call 
this the Uchinanchu Spirit. That spirit is, in part, a reflection of our pride in being 
able to come together for no other reason than to get the job done.

There are those who have gone beyond the call and I would like to take this 
opportunity to recognize several individuals for their outstanding service to the 
HUOA. I’m sure you will agree with me that these persons have been outstanding 
in their extraordinary service and deserving of this recognition.”

James Iha and Dr. Albert 
Miyasato:

“I would like to recognize 
Jimmy Iha and Dr. Miyasato. 
After our former executive 
director’s resignation, Jimmy 
Iha agreed to fill in as the 
interim executive director and 
Dr. Miyasato agree to serve as 
his assistant. They both filled 
the gap so that services to our 
members and community would not be inconvenienced. Jimmy took the lead in 
making sure that the operations at the HOC would not be jeopardized. He made 
decisions and completed many projects that were long overdue.

And, neither Jimmy nor Dr. Miyasato received or demanded any payment for 
their services. Their graciousness in this respect enabled HUOA to fulfill its obliga-
tions to the former executive director in his departure from our organization.

We would like to recognize Jimmy and Doc for their exceptional service by our 
thoughts in these Certificates of Appreciation.”

Jerry Miyasato and Dennis Nago
“This year HUOA observed its 20th Okinawan Festival. 

Thousands and thousands of volunteers have come together 
to put on one of Hawai‘i’s largest and best ethnic festivals. 
We are proud of this accomplishment and there are countless 
numbers of unsung heroes that have made the Festival what 
it is. I would like to take this opportunity to recognize two 
of these people. They are Jerry Miyasato and Dennis Nago. 
Both gentlemen have assisted us in the Festivals for as long 
as I can remember. They are busy like all of us during the 
Festival. They recruit members of their staff from Territorial 
Savings and through them, Territorial has volunteered to do 
many of the custom-printed signs that we use during the 
Festival. They are like Santa’s elves. You don’t see them at all during the Festival, 
but they’re there. And, they’re there for HUOA during the year, unseen, but main-
taining the Festival books for us.”

Amy Matsuhara
“Another unsung hero of the Okinawan Festival is Amy Matsuhara. She is the 

cafeteria manager at Jefferson School. Year after year, one of the draws of the 
Festival is the delicious ethnic food that we offer to the Festival-goers. And, like 
Santa’s many elves, there are countless numbers of people working to prepare our 
food. Every year, the HUOA literally invades the Jefferson School cafeteria to do its 
preparations.

We are so lucky, really lucky, that Amy has allowed our elves to work out of her 
kitchen for our event. There is no other facility in the area that we can use for the 
vital food operations for the Festival. Can you imagine if Amy disallowed us to use 
her kitchen?”

Matsuyoshi Arashiro
“Working like a ninja, solid as the rock of Gibraltar but 

with a heart of gold . . . these are words and expressions 
that describe this one man. Oftentimes he works like a 
one-man army. At HOC, he’s the first one to arrive at craft 
fairs, and any time we have food to sell or andagi to make, 
he’s often the last one to leave.

Sometimes, really like a ninja, he’ll come to the Center 
early Sunday morning before anyone comes here to clean 
up the facility. Sometimes he gets help from our HUOA 
clubs who sign up for weekend clean-ups and they help 
him to give the Center the sparkle and shine which wel-
comes all the party-goers and users of our facilities.

Matsuyoshi Arashiro — “Mat” — as you all know him, shuns recognition for 
what he does. He is not here tonight and didn’t want to be in the spotlight. But 
we want to say ippee nifee deebiru to him because we really appreciate the work 
that he does and the thousands of dollars he has saved us.”

Hope U. &
   Edwin N. Shimabukuro
   (Bay City, Michigan)
Takeo & Betty Y. Shimabukuro
Nancy S. Taira
Tokujin & Edith C. Tamashiro

June S. Omura
Gary L. & Dianne C. Truitt — 
   In Memory of the Late
   Mrs. Shizuko Yamauchi
Ryukyu Kobudo Taiko -
   Hawaii Shibu

TOKUNAGA-ASAO RECOGNIZES 
“EXTRAORDINARY SERVICE”

“Mat” Arashiro

Jimmy Iha Dr. Albert Miyasato

Jerry Miyasato



4 Uchinanchu April/May 2003 Uchinanchu 5April/May 2003

by Jon Itomura and Karen Kuba-Hori
HUOA Fund Development Committee

Prior to and throughout the first 50 years of the Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association, many special individuals have made significant contributions to the 
Uchinanchu and Hawai‘i communities. The Hawaii United Okinawa Association has 
always complied with the wishes of these individuals to reserve recognition to a 
simple “thank you.”

However, a valuable opportunity to perpetuate and promote the Uchinanchu 
spirit in Hawai‘i is missed when special individuals are not conscientiously rec-
ognized for their personal accomplishments and generous contribution to the 
Uchinanchu community and identity. Therefore, the HUOA “Legacy Award” has 
been established to provide family and friends the unique opportunity to express 
its gratitude. The 2003 “Legacy Award” recipients represent the Chibariyo (“don’t 
give up”) spirit in fulfilling their own dreams and directly and indirectly promoting 
and preserving the Okinawan culture in Hawai‘i. 

On Sunday, May 18, at the Sheraton Waikiki ballrooms, HUOA will honor 
seven Uchinanchu from Hawai‘i who were recognized at the 2001 Worldwide 
Uchinanchu Festival in Okinawa. All of the honorees were born in Hawai‘i. Several 
of them grew up in Okinawa. They are: Seian Hokama, Kikue Kaneshiro, Shinsuke 
Nakamine, Harry Seisho Nakasone, Akira Sakima, the late Albert Teruya and Yasuo 
Uezu. A welcome reception and silent auction will begin at 9:30 a.m.; lunch will 
be served at 11, followed by the recognition program.

With the cooperation of the honorees, HUOA is asking the local Uchinanchu 
community, the Hawai‘i business community and family and friends to join us in 
honoring the 2003 HUOA Legacy Award recipients. Everyone’s participation and 
contributions will serve to support HUOA’s mission of promoting and perpetuat-
ing the Uchinanchu cultural heritage in Hawai‘i. 

A number of premium tables with seating for 10 are available: $5,000 for a 
Platinum Table, $3,000 for a Gold Table, and $1,000 for a Silver Table. Individual 
seating is $50 per person, or $500 for a table of 10. As this is HUOA’s first attempt 
at a “testimonial” recognition fundraising event, the focus will be on the honor-
ees.

The following are profiles of the HUOA’s 2003 
“Legacy Award” honorees.

SEIAN HOKAMA — A veteran insurance agent and 
longtime member of Osato Doshi Kai, Mr. Hokama 
served with the 100th Infantry Battalion and later 
the Military Intelligence Service. After the war, he 
helped transport a shipload of milking goats to 
Okinawa and served as 1964-65 HUOA President. 
Seian Hokama has dedicated his life to his country, 
his community and the Uchinanchu culture.

KIKUE KANESHIRO —Kikue Kaneshiro pioneered 
Okinawan dance in Hawai‘i. She began teaching 
dance in the 1940s as the Kikue Kaneshiro Ryubu 
Kenkyu Kai. Sensei, who is a member of Tomigusuku 
Club, has contributed greatly to Hawai‘i’s Okinawan 
culture. In 1999, she was awarded the prestigious 
Cultural Preservation Award by the Hawai‘i State 
Dance Council.

SHINSUKE NAKAMINE — Yonabaru Chojin Kai member 
Shinsuke Nakamine has been building social bridges for as 
long as he has been an insurance agent. He led war relief 
efforts for Okinawa and served as 1957-58 HUOA President. 
He also helped many Hawai‘i business get started and 
promoted the Okinawan culture. Mr. Nakamine was also 
awarded the 4th Class Order of the Sacred Treasure from 

the emperor of Japan.

HARRY SEISHO NAKASONE — Nakasone Sensei 
was the first Asian American musician to receive a 
National Heritage Fellowship in 1991 for his work 
as a sanshin master and instructor. A member of 
Okinawa City - Goeku Son, he received the 5th Class 
Order of the Rising Sun from the emperor of Japan. 
Since 1950, Sensei has taught sanshin in California 
and Hawai‘i, including at the University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa.

AKIRA SAKIMA — Mr. Sakima served as a State 
Representative for 18 years. His contributions to the 
Kalihi Valley community, Hawai‘i’s pork industry and 
the Okinawan community have earned him recogni-
tion here and in Okinawa. After the war, he helped 
transport milking goats, clothing, medicine and other 
supplies to war-ravaged Okinawa. Mr. Sakima served 
as 1972- 1973 HUOA President and is a member of 
Ginowan Shijin Kai and Hui Makaala. In 2000, he was 
presented the 4th Class Order of the Sacred Treasure 
by the emperor of Japan.

ALBERT TERUYA — A 
respected entrepreneur and philanthropist, Albert 
Teruya co-founded Times Supermarkets with his 
brother. The Hawaii Okinawa Center, Japanese Cultural 
Center of Hawaii, Jikoen Hongwanji Mission, Kuakini 
Foundation and Mid-Pacific Institute are among the 
organizations that benefited from Mr. Teruya’s leader-
ship and generosity. Mr. Teruya was a member of Oroku 
Azajin Kai and Hui Makaala and was the first Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees of the Hawaii Okinawa Center. 
Mr. Teruya passed away on July 21, 2002.

YASUO UEZU — Yasuo Uezu has contributed to 
Hawai‘i’s poultry industry as the owner of 50th State 
Poultry, Hawaii’s Popeye’s Chicken franchise and 
Uezu Enterprises. He joined several other Hawai‘i 
Uchinanchu in transporting a shipload of pigs to 
Okinawa as part of the post-war relief efforts. A 
member of Gushikawa Shijin Kai, Mr. Uezu also men-
tored future farmers from Japan and made monetary 
donations to schools in Gushikawa City, where his 
parents were born.

INAUGURAL “LEGACY AWARDS” LUNCHEON SET FOR MAY 18

Yasuo Uezu

Seian Hokama

Kikue Kaneshiro

Harry Seisho Nakasone

Albert Teruya

Akira Sakima

                

   
         

    

Shinsuke Nakamine 
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PRESERVING OUR LEGACY
Thank you to the following individuals, 

organizations and businesses for their 
generous contributions to the Hawaii 
United Okinawa Association’s “Preserving 
Our Legacy” annual fund drive. The fol-
lowing donations were received between 
November 1, 2002, and January 31, 
2003. Your support helps us maintain the 
Hawaii Okinawa Center and continue our 
mission of preserving and perpetuating 
the Okinawan heritage in Hawaii. “Ukazi 
Deebiru — Because of You” . . .

DIAMOND ($5,000 and above)
In Memory of Sam T. Takara
In Memory of Albert T. Teruya

GOLD ($1,000 - $2,499)
Anonymous
Chinen & Arinaga Financial Group, Inc.
Glenn Higa
J. Tamashiro, Inc.
Gordon & Alice Kushimaejo
Yasuo & Chiyo Sadoyama
Richard & Nancy Zukemura
In Memory of Moriyoshi Ganeko
In Memory of John Mochin Gaza
  & Ruth Tsuruko Gaza
In Memory of Matsu & Umito Kuwaye
In Memory of Iyei & Kamada Miyagi
In Memory of Kamata & Boka Nohara
In Memory of Shigeru Serikaku
  & Soyo Serikaku
In Memory of Walter H. Tamashiro
In Memory of Sentei Ueunten
In Honor of Victor Yamashiroya

SILVER ($500 - $999)
Myron R. Akana
Helen T. Aragaki
Mr. & Mrs. George A. Fukuhara
Takejiro & Ruby F. Higa
Tom & Betty Higa
Hui O Laulima
Ralph & Jean Ige
Juliet Jakahi
Ed & Bobbi Kuba
Albert & Shizue Miyasato
Hideo Nakamine Family
Laverne Higa Nance
Akira & Jane Sakima
Toshi Shimabukuro
George & Emeline Tamashiro
Harold M. & Elsie A. Yonamine
In Loving Memory of Herbert Akamine 
  (Oroku Doshi Kai)
In Memory of My Son, Castle
In Memory of Isamu “Ponduce” Hokama
In Memory of Lorraine Kaneshiro
In Memory of Seikichi Kobashigawa
  from Seijun & Alice Kobashigawa
In Memory of Patricia A. Miyahira
In Memory of Matsutake Oshiro
In Memory of Nancy T. Oshiro
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Yuuji Tomisato
In Honor of Jack T. & Yoneko Oniwa’s
  84th Birthday

BRONZE ($250 - $499)
Anonymous
Anonymous
Katherine Ajimine and
  the late Richard Ajimine
Seitoku & Shizuko Akamine
Kenneth & Nora Chibana
Richard & Beatrice Chinen

Wallace Seiko Chinen
Gladys Gushiken
Grant Higa
Stanley & Christine Higa
Eleanor & Frank Itomura
George & Shirley Kaneshiro
Ken & Amy Mijo
Loretta & Wilfred Miyashiro
James & Adele Onaga
Masaru & Kiyoko Oshiro
Hisao Shinsato
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Taba
Howard & Jane Takara
Richard & Jane Takayesu
Suetoshi Tamanaha
Takeo Tengan
Dexter T. & Valerie Teruya
Charles T. Toguchi
Jimmy & Joanne Toyama
Mr. & Mrs. George M. Uyema
Seiichi & Misako Yagi
In Memory of Ansei Arakaki
In Memory of Parents —
  Mr. Kame Arakaki and
  Mrs. Ushi Miyagusuku Arakaki
In Memory of Robert T. Chinen
In Memory of Shigeo
  & Chiyoko Higa and Steven Higa
In Memory of Stanley S. Higa
In Memory of Kana & Makato Kakazu
In Memory of Komei & Ushiya Sakuma
In Memory of Shigeru Serikaku
In Memory of
  the late Kamazen Shimabuku
In Memory of Robert Seikichi Shiroma
In Memory of Giyei & Kame Takayesu
In Memory of Our Parents, Ushi
  & Maka Uesato and
  Mr. & Mrs. Seiko Miyashiro
In Memory of Arthur S. Uyehara

CONTRIBUTOR ($100 - $249)
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Harold & Patsy Afuso
Mr. & Mrs. David Y. Aka
Robert K. Akahiji
Akira & May Akamine
Mr. & Mrs. Eric & Shizuko Akamine
Masaru & Yoshiko Akamine
William S. Akamine, Jr.
Gordon & Janet Annoura
Sachiko Aoki
Dennis Y. Arakaki
Doris T. Arakaki
George & Eleanore Arakaki
Mr. & Mrs. S. Arakaki
Stanley T. Arakaki
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Arakaki
Shigeru Arakawa
Yachiyo Asato
Edwin & Mildred Asato
Helen T. Asato
Ken Asato
In Memory of Yuichi & Tsuru Asato
Roy C. Ashitomi
Howard T. & Grace M. Awakuni
Masako Awakuni
Mr. & Mrs. Shikisei Awakuni
Ernest M. Azama
Big Save, Inc.
Jane Taira Chang
Kikue Chinen
Toshio & Sachiko Chinen
Harry & Sylvia Ehara

Mark & Mona Fukuhara
Seizu Ganeku
Grace K. Gima
Herbert C. Gima
Kiyuta & Ushi Ginoza and
  In Memory of Mr. Takeo Yamanuha
William & Janet Ginoza
Jane H. Goto
Henry Goya
Seiki Hanashiro
Helen Y. Higa
Isamu & Yukiko Higa
Jane S. Higa
Kenneth Higa
Larry H. Higa
Mildred H. Higa
Mildred M. Higa
Robert & Sally Higa
Roy and Doreen Higa
Shigeo & Yoshiko Higa
Ryokichi Higashionna
Takashi Higa
Yoshiaki Higa
Harold & Nancy Hokama
Seian Hokama
Hirashi & Nancy A. Ige
Janet & Philip Ige
Yaeko Ige
Franklin Iha
Fumio Iha
Ushiya Iha
Mr. & Mrs. George H. Ikehara
Keio & Yukiko Ikehara
Tatsuo & Alice Y. Ikehara
Florence S. & Clayton C. Ikei
Mr. & Mrs. Hitoshi Irinaka
Harold & Ethel Isa
Jack Y. Isa
Robert T. Isa
Wataru Isa
Yoshikazu Isa
Larry & Myrtle Ishikawa
Yasumori Ishikawa
Lillian Y. Ishiki
Takashi & Janet Ito
Mr. & Mrs. Gentoku Kamiya
Mr. & Mrs. Yoshio Kaneshi
Beatrice S. Kaneshiro
George Kaneshiro
Kenneth & Amy Kaneshiro
Robert S. Kaneshiro
Yoneichi Kaneshiro
Shoye Katena
Mr. & Mrs. Haruo Kida
Robert E. Kim
Ed Kino
Chizuko Kishimoto Family
Earl Kita
Paul & Katherine Kiyabu
Mr. & Mrs. Kiyoshi Kiyan
Andrew & Sonoko Kobashigawa
Edwin Kobashigawa
George K. & Harriet H. Kobashigawa
Mr. & Mrs. Kiichi Kobashigawa
Kikuo Kobashigawa
L.J. & Karen K. Kobashigawa
Masaichi & Julie Kobashigawa
Seigin & Haruko Kobashigawa
Lari Koga
Herbert Y. Kohagura
Kohala Okinawa Kenjin Kai
Rikichi Kohatsu
Stanley Koki
Mal Kothenbeutel
George M. & Tammy Kuba
Raymond S. & Cynthia T. Kuba

Yoshio & Aileen Kuba
Shinkiyo & Fumiko Kuniyoshi
Shinko Kuniyoshi
Shizu Toguchi & Alisa Kuwahara
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Kuwaye
Walter & Betty Kuwaye
Asako Kuwazaki
Yaeko Maeda
Seizen & Helen Maeshiro
Hideko T. Masaki
Amy Matano
Chomei Matsukawa
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Y. Matsuo
Peter S. & Jean Y. Mayeshiro
Margaret & Janet Miji
Stanley Mishima
George K. Miyahira
Robert & Betsy Miyahira
Wallace S. & Yasuko Miyahira
Yoshiharu Miyahira
Dean & Richelle Miyasato & Family
Nelson Y. & Jacquelyn Miyasato
Seiichi & Vivian Miyasato
Charles M. Miyashiro
Dean & Yoshiko Miyashiro
James Y. & Grace K. Miyashiro
Masako Miyashiro
Mildred Miyashiro
Ray & Sonya Miyashiro
Raymond M. Miyashiro
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Miyashiro
Seikichi Miyashiro
Susumu Miyashiro
Thomas & Marie Miyashiro
Larry Y. Miyata
James Muramoto
Ray & Ellen Nagamine
Roy & Doris Nagamine
Toyoko Nagamine
Yasuo Nagamine
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Nakachi
Lillian Nakagawa
Mr. & Mrs. Hiroshi Nakama
Ralph Nakama
Mori Nakamasu
Takeo & Mildred Nakama
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Nakamatsu
Yasuharu & Janice Nakamoto
Hisao & Hannah Nakamura
George & Myrtle Nakasato
Ernest M. Nakasone
George M. & Jennie M. Nakasone
James & Karen Nakasone
Ray & Mabel Nakasone
Richard S. Nakasone
Hitoshi & Hatsuko Nakata
Ronald K. Namihara
Alben & Lynn Namihira
Jeffrey Namihira
Kenneth & Myrna Nishihara
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Nishihara
Saburo Nishime
Shinko Nohara
Toyo & Masako Oda
Shoji Okazaki
Edward N. & Haruko K. Okita
Raymond & Betty Okuhara
Don Sepe & Cheryl Okuma-Sepe
Jack & Yoneko Oniwa
Clement M. Oshiro
Howard & Masayo Oshiro
Isamu Oshiro
Joe S. Oshiro
Kenei Oshiro
Kiichi Oshiro
Richard S. Oshiro
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Ted & Edna Oshiro
Elsie T. Reed
Erwin & Bernie Sakoda
Michael M. & Frances A. Serikaku
Choriki & Dorothy Shimabuku
Edith E. Shimabuku
Masao & Jane Shimabukuro
Richard & Iris Shimabukuro
Seiko & Haruko Shimabukuro
Yoshiko Shimabukuro
Toshiyuki Shinozawa
Chieko Shinsato
Shizue Shinsato
Charles & Jean Shiroma
Akira & Karen Sugikawa
Agnes & Mac Sunabe
Greenie Takaesu
Paul Takaezu
Stanley & Betty Takamine
Yoshito & Kimiko Takamine
James S. Takamiya
Mr. & Mrs. Frank H. Takara
Frederick & Virginia Takara
George H. & Misao Takara
Holly E. Takara
Seifuku Takara
Seiichi & Ethel Takara
Shin & Nancy Takara
Walter Takara
Alma Y. Takata
David & Kimberly Takayesu
Edward & Emily Tamanaha
Fumiko Tamanaha
Mr. & Mrs. Akira Tamashiro
Bill & Alice Tamashiro
Masato & Lynn Tamashiro
Nancy Tamashiro
Pamela Tamashiro
Tsuneo & Janet K. Tamashiro
Yoshio & Fujiko Tamashiro
Lucille A. Tamayori
Abe Tengan
Elsie M. Teruya
Fumio & Ella Teruya
Kisei Teruya
Minoru Teruya
Robert & Judy Teruya
Mr. & Mrs. Tamotsu Teruya
Yoshio Teruya
Richard Toguchi
Lorraine Y. Toma
Robert T. & Sanae Toma
Harold Tome & May Tome
Ken & Nancy Tome
Lincoln H. & Yoshiko Tomei
Isao & Ayako Tomita
Francis Tonaki
Mr. & Mrs. Nobukichi Toyama
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Tsuha
Ricky Tsuhako, DDS
Mr. & Mrs. Takashi Tsuhako
Clarence Uehara
Doris K. Uehara
Kuniomi Uehara
Dr. Sakae Uehara
Sotaro & Thelma Uehara
Dr. Sensuke Ueunten
Alan & Eme Uesato
Lyn A. Uesato
Ansho Ueshiro
Mr. & Mrs. Senmatsu Ueunten
Kenneth & Janet (Sakima) Umemoto
Kikue Unten/Bobby Unten
Keiko Ura
Mr. & Mrs. Masamitsu Urasaki
Stanley S. & Clara C. Uyechi

Hiroake & Marian Uyehara
Riyusuke & Gladys T. Uyehara
Roy T. Uyehara
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Uyehara
Takemitsu & June Uyehara
Mr. & Mrs. Y. Uyehara
Aaron & Terri Uyema
Carl & Arline Uyeunten
John D. & Lynne C. Waihee
Barbara M. Yamada
Bert Yamaguchi
Herbert E. Yamaguchi
Kimiko Yamaguchi
K. Yamashiro
Rodney & Nora Yamashiro
Thomas & Susan Yamashiro
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Yamashiroya
Kenneth Yamauchi
Albert & Nancy Yeda
Larry & Nancy Yogi
Ronald M. & Emiko Yonemoto
Fumiko Yoshimoto
Nelson & Myrtle Yoshioka
Taru & Nabe Yoshisato
In Memory of Seikichi Adaniya’s
  7th & Chiyoko Kiyabu’s 3rd
In Memory of Kama & Kamato Akamine
In Memory of Leslie Akamine
In Memory of Tatsuo Akamine
In Memory of Riyosei & Kamato Arakaki
In Memory of Robert Y. Arakaki (Father)
In Memory of Tsuru Arakaki
In Memory of Taketo & Misao Asato
In Memory of Sanra Chinen
In Memory of the late Betty T. Clement
In Memory of George Tokuei Fukuji
In Memory of Gijun Funakoshi
In Memory of Kwanko Goya
In Memory of Henry T. Higa
  from Tomie Higa
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Hotaro Higa
In Memory of Takehachi & Kiyoko Higa
In Memory of Takeo Higa
In Memory of Vicki S. Higa
In Memory of Lillian Miyoko Hirata
In Memory of Fusako Ikehara
In Memory of Mrs. Yoshiko Kam
In Memory of Choho & Nabeko Kametani
In Memory of Bokuzen Kaneshiro
In Memory of Kame & Kamato Kaneshiro
In Memory of Mr. Kenichi Kaneshiro
In Memory of Seiko Kaneshiro
In Memory of Richard R. & Kiyoko Kuba
  by Karen Kuba-Hori
In Memory of Saburo & Kame Makabe
In Memory of Kashin & Taru Miyahira
In Memory of Yoshiko Miyasato
  by Richard & Tomiko Takaesu 
In Memory of Genyei Miyashiro
In Memory of Lorraine K. Miyashiro
In Memory of Hideo Miyashiro
In Memory of Jeanette Ikei Nakahara
In Memory of Isamu & Harue Nakama
In Memory of Koroku Nakama
  & Usa Nakama
In Memory of Kana Nakamura
In Memory of Kama, Chiyo
  & Debora Nakanishi
In Memory of Kamei Oshiro
In Memory of Seisuke Oshiro
In Memory of Yeiko Oshiro
In Memory of Mother Sadako
In Memory of George K. Sankey
In Memory of the late
  Morito & Kimie Sawa
In Memory of Paul H. Shimabukuro

In Memory of Samson Shimabukuro
  by Annie S. Shimabukuro
In Memory of Takeichi Shimabukuro
In Memory of Takeichi Shimabukuro
In Memory of Takeo Shimabukuro
In Memory of David Shima
In Memory of Zenwa Shima (9/6/2002)
In Memory of Masaichi Shiroma
In Memory of Kamata & Uto Shirota
In Memory of Kamato Sueyoshi
In Memory of Sachio Taira
In Memory of William S. Takaezu
In Memory of Satoru Takamine
In Memory of Taru & Kame Takara
In Memory of Shinsa Tawata
In Memory of Albert Teruya
In Memory of my wife, Nancy C. Tome,
  by Tome Family
In Memory of Fukusuke & Kana Uechi
In Memory of Peggy Uechi
  by George Uechi
In Memory of Edward T. Uehara
  and Gladys S. Uehara
In Memory of Kenneth & Hazel Uehara
In Memory of Takano Uyehara
In Memory of Yeiso & Kamato Yamaguchi
In Memory of my parents, Kasho
  & Nabi (Tonaki) Yamanoha
In Memory of Yomei & Shizuko Yamauchi
In Memory of Yomei & Shizuko Yamauchi
In Memory of Edith Sumiko Yogi
In Memory of Kikue Zakimi
In Honor of Ronald Miyashiro
  for his Uchinanchu spirit
In Honor of Tsuru & Ushi Onaga
In Honor of Chiru Sakihara
Masei Higa — To Celebrate the Occasion
  of 98th birthday
To Celebrate the Occasion of
  100-year-old birthday of Oto Maeshiro
To Celebrate the Occasion of the
  50th wedding anniversary of
  Walter & Doris Taira

SUPPORTER ($50 - $99)
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Thomas & Mildred Agena
Haruko S. Ajifu
Paul S. Ajifu
James H. Ajimine
Robert & Thelma Akagi
Yukio Akamine
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Y. Arakaki
Mr. & Mrs. Glen Arakaki
Henry & Kazuko Arakaki
Henry Y. Arakaki
Ichiro & Toshiko Arakaki
Kenkichi & Tomiko Arakaki
Kiukichi Arakaki
Tetsuo Arakaki
Toshuke Arakaki
Jean C. Arakawa
Thelma Arakawa
Ed & May Asato
Misao Y. Asato
Ronald T. Asato
Yoshio Awakuni
Carol’s Craft Corner
Harry W.H. Ching

Nora Chinna
Creations By June
Robert & Betsy Ebesu
E. Faligan
Stuart & Gayle Fujioka
Paul M. & Takako Goya
Shinsuke & Mitsuko Goya
Clifford K. & Fusako Higa
Derek A. Higa
Eileen & Glenn Higa
Henry Higa
Jack E. & Kay Higa
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Higa
Masaharu Higa
Mitsuko Higa
Robert T. & Yaeko Higa
Ronald H. & Tamako Higa
Sadafumi & Norma Higa
Seijin & Nobuko Higa
Suekichi & Joan Higa
Tadanobu Higa
Yasuo & Harriet Higa
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hokama
Yokichi Hokama
Louis K. & Doris M. Horikawa
Larry Hoshijo
Yasushige Ifuku
Henry Z. Ige
Nora Y. Ige
Humi Iha
Andrew A. Ikehara
Mitsue Ikei
Wallace Ikei
Seiko & Nora Inafuku
Mrs. Kamato Ishikawa
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Ishiki
Mr. & Mrs. Tadashi Ishimaru
Robert & Gail Jakahi
Shizuko Jakahi
Yoshiko Kakazu
Chiyoko Kaneshiro and Karen Rogers
Claire & Norman Kaneshiro
Donald B. Kaneshiro
Fumiko Kaneshiro
Harry & Amy Kaneshiro
Hatsuko Kaneshiro
Masanobu & Betsy Kaneshiro
Senkichi & Kame Kaneshiro
Mary S. Kanetake
Raymond S. Kanetake
Stanley T. Kanetake
Gerry T. Katayama
Frank & Helen Kawahara
Kenko & Fumiko Kina
Charles Kishimoto
Kikue Kiyabu
Mr. & Mrs. Wallace Kiyabu
Bob & Louise Kiyono
Thomas & Mildred Kobashikawa
Richard & Irmgard Kogachi
Shinko & Doris Kubo
Minoru & Kiyoko Kubota
Chiyo Lee
Edward & Martha Lee
Sue T. Leong
Lorraine M. Lortz
Richard & Gwen Maeda
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Maeda
Mr. & Mrs. Tatsuyuki Maeshiro
Robert & Rosa S. Maja
Dwight T. Matsuda
Haruko Matsuda
Jo Ann Matsunaga
Masaki & Carol Minei
Mr. & Mrs. Hideo Miyahira
Masano Miyahira
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Myron M. & Karen K. Miyahira
Mr. & Mrs. W.S. Miyasato
Lillian M. Miyashiro
Alma & Seimasa Miyashiro
Henry & Nobuko Miyashiro
Mr. & Mrs. James Miyashiro
Kosei & Shizuko Miyashiro
S.J. & Janyce M. Miyashiro
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Moromisato
Byron Muraoka
Goro & Alice Nagai
Helen S. Nagamine
James I. Nagamine
Matsu Nagamine
Bertram & Lillian Nakama
Shinichi Nakamine
Wayne & Joan Nakamoto
Cindy M. Nakamura
Harold & Sophie Nakamura
Shigeru & Joyce Nakamura
Wayne & Karen Nakamura
Mr. & Mrs. K. Nakanishi
Elmer S. Nakasato
Minoru Nakasato
Richard K. & Joyce H. Nakasato
Raymond S. Nakasone
Robert & Becky Nakasone
Keiko Nakata
Kiyomatsu Nakata
Richard Nakata
Lloyd S. Namihira
Morinobu & Toyoko Nashiro
Tokuzo & Mieko Nishikawa
Alice Matayoshi Njus
Mr. & Mrs. Albert M. Nohara
George Nuha
Violet O. Ogawa
George Okinishi
Takashi Okuhara
Mr. & Mrs. Henry S. Okuma
Mr. & Mrs. T. Omine
Herbert H. Onaga
Takeyei & Elaine Onaga
Edith Oshiro
Florence & Teruo Oshiro
Henry R. & Yuki Oshiro
Thomas Y. & Sally S. Oshiro
Tsutomu Oshiro
Yoshimori Oshiro
Yukisada Oshiro
Dixon Oyadomari
John C. & Fusako Oyasato
Patrise Pibulvech
Dianne N. Pitman
Dr. & Mrs. Leigh Sakamaki
Mr. & Mrs. Scott S. Sakihara
Alfred Z. Shimabuku
Hozen Shimabuku
David & Susanne Shimabukuro
Mr. & Mrs. George Shimabukuro
Kenichi Shimabukuro
Mike & Penny Shimabukuro
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Shimabukuro
Ruby K. Shimabukuro
Shikako Shimabukuro
Shinsuke & Akiko Shimabukuro
Chuck Shima
Ricky Shimomura
Mr. & Mrs. Norman A. Shinkoethe
Hideki & Doris Shiroma,
  Preserving Our Legacy
Jane Shiroma
Jane H. & Harris Shiroma
Nora N. Shiroma
Thomas E. Shiroma
Masumi Shoma

Tsuneko Sugano
Chancen Suzuki
Aiko Taira
Seichi & Chiyoko Taira
Mr. & Mrs. Wilfred M. Taira
Chiyono Takemoto
Seichi & Elsie Takushi
Shirley Tamamoto
Dennis & Judith Tamanaha
Fumiko Tamanaha
Shigeru Tamanaha
Chokichi Hank Tamashiro
Ichiro Tamashiro
Sean & Lena Tamashiro
Seihan & Alice C. Tamashiro
Mr. & Mrs. Seiko Tamashiro
Yukio D. Tamayori
Chiyoko Tamayoshi
Shoyei & Tomiko Tengan
Judy Kimie Teruya
Kenyei Teruya
Soyei & Hiroko Toguchi
Kenyu Tokuda
David Tokuhara
Robert Tokumori
Franklin & Kay Toma
Robert S. & Nancy C. Toma
Toyoko Toma
Wendy & Dean Tomita
Edgar & Margaret Torigoe
Harry & Frances Toyama
Hideo Toyama
Stanley M. Toyama
Raymond & Toyo Trader
Kum Hui Troedson
Albert & Suzy Tsukayama
Koei & Arlene Uechi
Mr. & Mrs. Frank F. Uehara
Masaru & Peggy Uehara
Shinsuke Uehara
Senjin & Mary Ueunten
Henry Y. & Doris H. Uyehara
Matsunobu Uyehara
Ray & Fay Uyema
Richard & Annie Uyema
Alice Y. Uyesato
Mamoru Wakuta
Asayo Yamashiro
Chikako Yamashiro
Toyo Yamashiro
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Yamauchi
Walter S. Yeda
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Yogi
Kenneth H. & Donna E. Yonamine
Shinyei Yonashiro
Yuri Yoshiyama
Mr. & Mrs. George S. Zakimi
Frederick A. Zukeran
Richard C. Zukeran
In Memory of George T. Arakaki
In Memory of Taru & Kamado Arakaki
In Memory of Sangoro & Ushi Chinen
In Memory of Yozo & Maka Genka
In Memory of Fred I. Gilbert, Jr., MD
In Memory of Kwanko Goya
In Memory of Shige & Margaret Goya
In Memory of Yeishu Henna
In Memory of Kiyoshi Higa
In Memory of Zenho & Yone Higa
In Memory of Thomas Y. Hirata
In Memory of Yeisun & Tsuruko Isagawa
In Memory of Jinsei 
In Memory of Z. Kaneshiro
In Memory of Hiroshi Maeda
  by Shizuko Maeda
In Memory of Mitsunobu Miyahira

In Memory of Noboru Miyashiro
In Memory of Kodo Nago
In Memory of Tokuzo & Gosei Oshiro
In Memory of Elsie Oshiro
In Memory of Seiga & Yuriko Sakihara
In Memory of Raymond Sakumoto
In Memory of Shigeru Serikaku
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs.
  Choyu Shimabukuro
In Memory of Matsuichi Shimabukuro
In Memory of Sensuke Soken
In Memory of Shinsuke & Hatsue Taira
In Memory of Mrs. Chiyeko Takushi
In Memory of Roseline F. Tamashiro
In Memory of Shoichi & Lester A. Tengan
In Memory of Thomas Tonaki
In Memory of Haruko Toyama
In Memory of Kama & Haruko Tsuhako
In Memory of Kama & Toshiko Uyehara
In Memory of Victor I. Yamashita
In Memory of Matsukichi Yara
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Iwaroku Yoza
  (my parents)
In Memory of Tokushi & Uto Zaan
In Honor of Kamato Ishikawa
In Honor of Shinyei Nakamine
To Celebrate the Occasion of
  Preserving Our Legacy
To Celebrate the Occasion 
To Celebrate the Occasion 

FRIEND ($25 - $49)
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Richard K. & Beatrice K. Adaniya
Mr. & Mrs. James Agena
Satoshi & Kiyoko Aimoto
Shigeru & Mildred Akamine
Thomas S. Akamine
Edna M. Arakaki
Michael M. Arakaki
Mr. & Mrs. Noboru Arakaki
P. Arakaki
Priscilla Arakaki
Roy M. Arakaki
Taro Arakaki
Matsumori Arashiro
Mr. & Mrs. Carl S. Asato
Mr. & Mrs. Masao Asato
Nancy H. Asato
Walter K. Ashimine
Mr. & Mrs. Takeo Azama
Mary Ann Brankow
Kingsley & Eunice A. Brown
Goku & the Pink Butterfly
Cabalo Family
Richard T. China
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Chinen
Doris & Raymond Chinen
Janna, Kellen & Amy Chow
James & Mary Doi
Elinore Y. & Elizabeth S. Fujii
Edwin K. Fujinaka
Jay & Marjorie Fujita
Tomoe Fukushima
Francis Funakoshi
Marion Gibo
Ronald & Lorraine Gibo
Shinichi & Kimiko Gibo

Terrence Go
Beatrice Goya
Sadao & Virginia Goya
Sueko Goya
Umeyo Goya
Yeikichi Goya
Barney K. Gushiken
Tsuruko Gushikuma
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Hayashi
Carol T. Higa
Edward & Dorothy Higa
George Higa
Harold & Laverne Higa
Haru & Lyman Higa
Hisayo Higa
Janet Higa
Masayuki & Nancy Higa
Norma S. Higa
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Y. Higa
Mr. & Mrs. Ushi Higa
Vivian S. Higa
Yoshinobu & Misao Higa
Kazuyuki & Gloria S. Hirata
Dick Hotema
Thelma Ho
Gregory & Susan Hunt
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas T. Ige
Larry F. & Peggy Y. Iha
Nobuo & Fusako Imoto
Carol K. and Anne N. Inafuku
Brian Isa
Grace H. Isa
Richard & Leilani Isa
Douglas & Bernice Isagawa
Charles & Geri Isara
Dorothy Isara
Chiyoko Ishiki
Betty K. Kadekawa
Kiyoko Kakazu
Alice F. Kakumitsu
Mike & Jeannette Kamisato
Akiko Kaneshiro
Bob H. Kaneshiro
Diane S. Kaneshiro
Elmo Kaneshiro
Harry Y. Kaneshiro
Haruko T. Kaneshiro
Isamu Kaneshiro
Kim D. Kaneshiro
Patrick Kaneshiro
Quincy & Doreen Kaneshiro
Seiyu Kaneshiro
Shomei & Haru Kaneshiro
Tomi Kaneshiro
Tomoyo Kaneshiro
Mrs. Yoshiko Kaneshiro
Kyle Kanetake
Masato & Harue Katekaru
George M. Kawagoe
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kekina
Janet Kelly
Yasunobu C. Kesaji
Yoshito & Florence S. Kidani
George T. & Carole H. Kido
Hideyoshi & Alice Kishimoto
Jean M. Kiyabu
Kimiyo Kiyabu
Thomas & Karen Kiyabu
Gary & Doris Kiyan
Mr. & Mrs. Atsuo Kobashigawa
Masaru & Tamayo Kobashigawa
Nobu Kobashigawa
Toshi Kobashigawa
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Kobayashi
Patsy M. Koki
Frank S. Kuba
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PRESERVING OUR LEGACY
Sally S. Kumabe
Steven & Linda Kunihisa
Robert T. & Dorothy S. Kunioka
Nancy K. Lee
M.G. Lopes
Lincoln S. Maeda
Tsuruko Maekawa
Shigeru & Haruye Maemori
Kiyomori Makabe
Yoshio Makabe
Toshiko & Henry Matsuoka
Derek & Deane Mayeshiro
Yoshiko Mayo
S. Miller
Mabel Minagawa
Masahiro Minei
Roy J. Miyahira
Yoshinobu Miyahira
Sheryl Y. & Gary M. Miyama
Kiyoshi Miyasato
Shigeru Miyasato
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Miyashiro
Jinsei & Patricia Miyashiro
Kiyoshi Miyashiro
Larry M. Miyashiro
Masao Miyashiro
Matsuko Miyashiro
Richard S. Miyashiro
Robert T. Miyashiro
Ron Miyashiro
Shigenobu & Hatsuko Miyashiro
Lynn Miyashiro
Jane Morimatsu
Bart Muranaka
James S. Nagamine
Hiroko Nagata
Michael & Alison Nakagawa
Shigeko Nakahara
Edward N. Nakama
George M. Nakama
Richard S. Nakama
Yasu & Sue Nakamatsu
Yateru B. Nakamatsu
Seifuku & Ann Nakayama
Tokushige Nakamoto
Liane Nakamura
Raymond Nakamura
Saburo S. & Yoshiko N. Nakamura
Shigeko Nakamura
Randy & Carol Nakasato
Haruko Nakasone
Sam & Virginia Nakasone
Thomas O. Nakasone
Masaichi & Tomi Nakata
Seiki & Alice Nakayama
Kenn & Iris Nishihira
Mr. & Mrs. T. Nishimura
Toshio & Beatrice Nishizawa
Richard & Sherry Nushida
Darren & Tracey Okuhara
Nobu & Jeanne H. Okuhara
Tamotsu & Ruth Okuhara
Henry T. & Irene Omine
Kenneth Omoto
Betty T. Oshiro
Dennis K. & Janet T. Oshiro
Eva Y. Oshiro
Haruko Oshiro
Mrs. Hatsue Oshiro
Henry H. Oshiro
Katsuo Oshiro
Richard Oshiro
Takeru Oshiro
Tom & Sally Oshiro
Tsurue Norma Oshiro
Yoshiko Oshiro

Charles M. & Elaine Y. Ota
Ronald Pacheco
Keiko & Philip F. Palmer
Kaylani Kaneshiro Pendola
Grace A. Sagami
Rhonda Sagisi
Doris S. Saiki
Choei & Masako Sakima
Edwin & Ellen Shimabuku
Mr. & Mrs. George Shimabuku
Manabu Shimabuku
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Shimabukuro
Ralph & Masae Shimabukuro
Shizue Shimabukuro
Tsutomu & Alice Y. Shimabukuro
Ruth F. Shimabuku
Mr. & Mrs. Seisho Shimabuku
Howard M. & Ethel T. Shima 
Ben & Nancy Shimokawa
Mr. & Mrs. Kosei Shinsato
Raymond Shinsato
Rosei Shinsato
Wallace S. Shinsato
Masaichi & Hatsuyo Shiroma
Raymond Shiroma
Seiken Shiroma
Raymond & JoAnn Shito
SKN Construction, Inc.
Frank & Kameko Sueyoshi
Hatsue Taba
Yoshinobu Takaesu
Jin Takamiya
Kenneth J. Takamiya
Karen Takara
Masao & Phyllis Takara
Michiko Takara
Ronald Y. Takara
Wallace K. Takara
Robert & Nancy Takasaki
Joanne Takasato
Nobuo & June Takeno
Terry Tamanaha
Clara Tamashiro
Koki & Helen Hiroko Tamashiro
Thomas M. Tamashiro
Katsuhiko Tamayori
Patrick S. & Jeanette Tamayori
Edward & Nancy Tamayose
Stella S. Tanaka
Tom T. Tasato
Dennis & Carol Tashima
Kazuyo Tashiro
George S. Tengan
Takejiro Tengan
Kenneth S. Teruya
Kenneth & Kimie Teruya
Norman S. & Jessie K. Teruya
Ruth H. & Earl T. Teruya
Mr. & Mrs. Shigeo Teruya
Yoshiaki Tobara
Kiyoshi Toguchi
Nancy Toguchi
Jackie Tokashiki
Edward Tokuda
George & Janet Tokuda
James & Loretta Tokuda
Shizuo & Alice Tokuda
Lillian Toma
Thomas & Nora Toma
Lawrence & Nancy Tome
Violet Tomihama
Sunny S. Tominaga
Andrew Toyama
Doris H. Toyama
Janet Toyama
Pieper Toyama

Mrs. Agnes Tsuha
Alfred Tsuha
Daniel Tsukayama Family
Hideko Tsukayama
Eugene Uehara
Mr. & Mrs. Isamu Uehara
Joyce Uehara
Norma T. Uehara
Roy & Shirley Uehara
Susumu & Alice Uehara
Taka Uehara
Mark & Aileen Ueunten
Dick Unten
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Uyechi
Eddie Uyehara
Setsuko Uyehara
Shigeo Uyehara
Mr. & Mrs. Y. Uyehara
Masue Watada
Carmela S. Watanabe
Yasuko Watanabe
Gary & Paula Yakabu
Herbert & Helen Yamamoto
Ronald & Michie Yamane
Bert S. Yamanuha
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Yamashiro
Harold T. Yamashiro, Jr.
Shigeko Yamashiro
Toshio Yamashiro
Tsuneo Yamashiro
WB Yamashiro
Mr. & Mrs. Tsuneo Yamashita
Kenei & Shizuko Yamauchi
Charles & Chiyoe Yonamine
Haruko Yonashiro
James H. & Harriet H. Yoshida
Kameko Zukemura
In Memory of Arnold Akamine
In Memory of James Arakawa
  by Clara N. Arakawa
In Memory of Tsuru Asato
In Memory of Edward Bush
In Memory of Jiro Chinen
In Memory of Robert Chinna
In Memory of John Chun
In Memory of Kenzo Fukuhara
In Memory of Kwanko Goya
In Memory of Tom T. Higa
In Memory of William Kiyoshi Higa
In Memory of Miyoko Hirata
In Memory of Kiyoko Hokama
In Memory of Kokichi & Otome Isara
In Memory of Joshua Kaaa
In Memory of Kay
In Memory of Tsuru Kiyuna (my Baban)
In Memory of Yoshio & Misao Kuniyoshi
In Memory of Gilbert Makishi
In Memory of Richard K.
  & Yoshie Matsuda
In Memory of Richard K. Miyashiro
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Teruo Miyashiro
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Ryoko Nakama
In Memory of Kana & Yako Nakamatsu
In Memory of Jinso Nakasone
In Memory of Seiei Nakasone
In Memory of Kathleen M. Oshiro
In Memory of Masaichi Oshiro
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Tokuzo Oshiro
In Memory of Raymond Sakumoto 
In Memory of Tsurui Shimabukuro
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Hiroshi Shiroma 
and Mr. & Mrs. Yukichi Nakasone
In Memory of Seiei and Kame Shiroma
In Memory of Kamata & Uto Shirota
In Memory of Gicho & Tsuru Takaesu
In Memory of Yeikichi & Ushi Tamanaha

In Memory of Yeikichi & Ushi Tamanaha
  by Betty Kegley
In Memory of Saburo & Shige Tengan
  by Howard & Emi Tengan
In Memory of Richard C. Tokumine
  by Kameko Tokumine
In Memory of Tokuichiro Uehara
In Memory of Taro & Allison Uyehara
In Memory of Genko Yafuso
In Memory of Kikuye Yamanuha
In Memory of Tadao Yonashiro
In Honor of Shigeo & Usa Chinen
In Honor of Manei Nakada
In Honor of Charles & Harriet Tamayori

OTHER
Elbert G. & Grace T. Arakawa
Jane N. Asato
Joan & Frank Caravalho
Mildred Chibana
Jane Fujii
Edwin & Tazuko Ginoza
Alvin & Tomie Higa
Irene C. Higa
Katherine Higa
Richard N. Higa
Toyoko Higa
Jane Y. Inukai
Roger & Patsy Isagawa
John Kaneshiro
Keiichi & Sumi Kaneshiro
Miyoko Kitamura
Dale K. La Forest
Shizu Maeda
James H. Mekaru
Toshiro Miyasato
Sister M. Petra Miyashiro
Stanley I. & Yemi I. Miyashiro
N. Morita
Harumi Nakama
Joe Nakasone
Hideo Nakaza
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Oshiro
Kame Oshiro
Seitoku & Betsy Oshiro
Edith Y. Oya
N.S. & Mary I. Shimabukuro
Jiro Taira
Mr. & Mrs. Yoshio Takushi
Milton M. Tamanaha
Seigi & Ruth Tamanaha
Stanley & Elsie Tamashiro
Kimiko M. Tanouye
Greta Y. Tengan
Ann Tokumaru
Gordon & June Tsukamoto
Richard Y. Uchima
Kinsei & Violet K.T. Uehara
Peggy S. Uehara
Shizuno Uyehara
Mr. & Mrs. Takashi Uyehara
Eric H. & Grace S. Yokote
In Memory of Seiichi Azama
In Memory of Kanichi Higa
In Memory of Kasuke & Kana Miyasato
In Memory of Shintaro Namihira
In Memory of Betty Mitsuko Shiroma
  and Doris Otome Higa
In Memory of George Takara
In Memory of Paul & Fumiko Takushi
In Memory of Lester Tokuda
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AZA GUSHIKAWA DOSHI KAI                                      
 WALTER (WALLY) AND FAITHYE KANESHIRO
   Aza Gushikawa Doshi Kai takes 
great pride in presenting its 2002 
Uchinanchus of the Year, Wally and 
Faithye Kaneshiro. Over the years 
Wally has served as a club officer 
and in other positions. Both he and 
Faithye have graciously volunteered 
for numerous HUOA events.
   Wally and Faithye have been the backbone of our 
club’s volleyball teams since its inception in 1983. With 
their three children — Derek, Reid and Lisa Ann — the 
Kaneshiros invite others to share fellowship with their 
family. Their warmth and friendliness makes newcom-
ers feel welcome in the club and immediately puts 
people at ease. The Kaneshiros are one of the reasons 
why “Aza” remains a strong club. The Kaneshiros are 
positive role models for the younger members. They 
always extend their support and share their enthusiasm 
with others. All of our members are impressed with 
their dedication to their family, our club and to the 
Okinawan culture.
   Of all the wonderful and deserving members our 
Doshi Kai could bestow this honor on, Wally and 
Faithye best exemplify the true Uchinanchu Spirit. 

AZA YOGI DOSHI KAI                                                  
WILBERT MIYASATO
   Retired Sgt. Major Wilbert Miyasato is Aza Yogi 
Doshi Kai’s “Uchinanchu of the Year.” He retired from 
the U.S. Army in 1980 after 30 years 
of honorable service as a Traffic 
Management Specialist, serving in 
Germany, Japan, Vietnam and the 
East Coast of the U.S. mainland, 
primarily in Virginia. After retiring, 
he received the Legion of Merit, 
the highest and most prestigious 
peacetime award for exceptional 
meritorious military service. Wilbert then worked for 
14 years as a civilian employee at the Military Traffic 
Management Command in Virginia before gong to 
work at Camp Smith in a sub office of the command 
headquarters. Wilbert retired for a second time in 1998.
   Wilbert is a dependable member who willingly sup-
ports and participates in the various activities of Aza 
Yogi Doshi Kai and HUOA. He volunteers at our annual 
shinnen enkai, the Okinawan Festival Country Store 
and HOC clean-ups. He also directs parking at craft 
fairs and carried our club banner with his granddaugh-
ter at the HUOA-sponsored parades. Congratulations 
Wilbert!

BITO DOSHI KAI                                                          
EMILY IKEHARA
   Emily Ikehara and her husband Tom could easily have 
terminated their membership in Bito Doshi Kai when 
they retired to the Big Island several years ago. Instead, 
they retained their membership in 
Bito Doshi Kai and also joined Hilo’s 
Hui Okinawa — flying back and 
forth between Hilo and Honolulu 
to visit their children, support their 
church, and to participate in club 
and HUOA activities. Emily and Tom 
— who continues to serve as Bito’s 
president — never miss our shinnen enkai and summer 
picnic, and HUOA activities like the Okinawan Festival 
and installation and special banquets. They are very 
supportive of their fellow club members in their times 
of need.
   Emily can always be counted on to help in the 
Bito-Sashiki Chinen barbecue chicken booth at the 
Okinawan Festival. She also encourages two of their 
three adult children — son Walter and daughter April 
(another daughter, Laura, resides on the Mainland) 
— to help in the booth. Emily has also put her experi-
ence as a registered nurse to good use for the HUOA, 
helping in the aid station at the craft fairs.
   Bito Doshi Kai is very proud to have Emily Ikehara 
represent us as our “Uchinanchu of the Year.”

CHATAN-KADENA CHOJIN KAI
TOSHIO CHINEN
   Chatan-Kadena Chojin Kai’s ““Uchinanchu of the 
Year”” is not only a great supporter of our organiza-
tion, but also a great supporter of the HUOA. He has 
been very generous with contributions of flower leis 
as well as his time and moral support. We are proud to 

present Toshio Chinen as our “Uchinanchu of the Year.”
   Toshio Chinen was born in Pu‘unēnē, Maui, on 
December 19, 1929, to Kame Chinen 
and Kama (Arakaki) Chinen. Kame 
came to Honolulu in 1906 at the age 
of 16 with his brother, Taru. Kama 
arrived as a picture bride in 1909 at 
the age of 18. Toshio was the last of 
their three sons. Kame came from 
Kadena son, and Kama, from Chatan. 
Toshio attended elementary school in Puunene, attend-
ed Baldwin High, and graduated from McKinley High in 
1947.
   After attending the University of Hawai‘i, he was 
selected to attend the Defense Language Institute 
(Japanese) at Monterey, Calif. After graduating, he 
was sent to Japan as a linguist, interrogating Japanese 
returnees from Russia. When war broke out in Korea, 
he saw combat and earned the Combat Infantryman’s 
badge and three bronze medals. After returning to 
Hawai‘i, he worked for the Director of Intelligence, HQ 
U.S. Army Pacific at Fort Shafter. In 1968, he was sent 
to Okinawa as deputy to the Commandant of the U.S. 
Army Pacific Intelligence School. He took his family — 
wife Sachiko and their three children — to Okinawa. 
They lived in Zukeran, Okinawa, for four years and got 
to meet their relatives in Okinawa.
   Toshio earned his bachelor of science in economics 
from Sophia University in Tokyo and an M.A. 
in Far Eastern history from the University of Hawaii. 
Besides being a member of Chatan-Kadena Chojin Kai, 
he is president of the Far East Golf Club and a member 
of the Leeward Lions Club. Currently, he is advisor to 
his eldest son, Ronald, who is president of Leis by Ron. 
Second son Richard is a lawyer in Pasadena, Calif., and 
his daughter Joanne is the operations manager at Leis 
by Ron.
   His favorite Okinawan dishes are ashitibichi (pig’s 
feet soup), goya champuru and anda miso musubi.

CLUB KOBASHIGAWA                                                  
ROY GOYA
   Roy Goya was born August 29, 1922 — the seventh 
of eight children — in Makawao, Maui, on the slopes 
of Haleakala.  His parents were pineapple sharecrop-
pers. The family moved to Kula to try farming.  It was 
here that Roy learned to shape and 
temper steel and make tools.  This knowledge led to 
his true love: building machine parts and custom truck 
bodies.
   Roy served five years in the Army 
Military Railway Service and two 
years in the Engineer Company in 
Hawaii. After working in several 
fields, Roy started his own business, 
Rainbow Welding & Service.
   Roy’s enthusiasm and continued 
financial support of the softball team 
encouraged younger members to get actively involved 
in the club.
   Even after suffering a stroke and becoming partially 
blind, Roy still supports Club Kobashigawa. All that’s 
needed is a phone call.
   Roy is the father of six children and six grandchil-
dren. “All of my six children are doing well, as I hoped. 
And if I were to relive my life, there would be very few 
changes I would make.” Enduring years of hardships, 
Roy K. Goya has exhibited the same properties of steel. 
Like steel, he has shown that with determination and 
hard work, one can accomplish their goals without 
bending, breaking or compromising their culture and 
ethics.
   With an Uchinanchu foundation this solid, Club 
Kobashigawa has a great future! We are proud to share 
our “Uchinanchu of the Year,”, Roy Goya, with you. 

CLUB MOTOBU                                                           
JUNE UYEUNTEN NAKAMA
   June Uyeunten Nakama, a yonsei, has been a member 
of Club Motobu all her life. As a child, she followed her 
parents and grandparents to various club events. Her 
cultural pride lives on today: June 
has taken Okinawan dance lessons 
from Yoshiko Nakasone Sensei since 
age 5, is a charter member of Ryukyu 
Kobudo Taiko, past Board member 
for the Young Okinawans of 
Hawaii, and an Okinawa Prefectural 
Government Geidai scholarship 
recipient. 

   While in Okinawa, she had the opportunity to study 
sanshin with National Living Treasure Choichi Terukina 
Sensei. Since returning from her year at Geidai, she has 
been teaching sanshin under Grant “Sandaa” Murata 
Sensei. June obtained her teaching certificate, “Kyoshi” 
for sanshin in 1997. 
   June has been an officer for Club Motobu since 
1996, serving as Vice President, acting President, and 
President in 2000 and 2001. She has also been active in 
planning the annual picnic and shinnen enkai. June and 
her husband Calvin continue to share their culture with 
others in the community.

GAZA YONAGUSUKU DOSHIKAI                                  
MASAO SHIROMA 
   The Gaza Yonagusuku Doshikai has selected Mr. 
Masao Shiroma as our 2002 “Uchinanchu of the Year.” 
Mr. Shiroma has served as president of the Gaza 
Yonagusuku Doshikai for the past 14 years. He was 
president during the critical fundraising years for the 

Hawaii Okinawa Center and was our 
club’s chief solicitor of pledges and 
donations.  Prior to and throughout 
his tenure as president of the Gaza 
Club, Mr. Shiroma was in charge of 
the stage construction for HUOA’s 
Okinawan Festival at Thomas Square 
and now at Kapi‘olani Park. After the 

completion of the Hawaii Okinawa Center in 1990,
Mr. Shiroma led our volunteers in constructing storage 
sheds and other important projects at the Hawaii 
Okinawa Center.  As the leader of the Gaza Club, Masa 
Shiroma implemented innovative changes to running 
our club, resulting in a rejuvenation of our membership.  
With his large, extended family committed to assisting 
our club, Masa Shiroma has led the Gaza Yonagusuku 
Doshikai to be an active, contributing member club of 
the Hawaii United Okinawa Association. 

GINOWAN SHIJIN KAI                                                  
NANCY ARIZUMI
   If your image of a true Okinawan is someone who is 
family-oriented, fun-loving, gracious, generous of heart 
and hard-working, Nancy Arizumi truly fits the part. A 
Life Member of Ginowan Shijin Kai, she has been the 
Aza representative for many years. Her commitment 
to Ginowan is a reflection of her 
dedication to her family. The eldest 
of seven daughters, petite Nancy is 
affectionately called “Big Ne” (as in 
one-chan, or older sister) by all. Her 
words of encouragement and wise 
advice is the glue that holds her 
large ohana together.
   In the last eight years, she has been instrumental 
in running the andagi booth at the annual Okinawan 
Festival. Volunteers feel so welcome and at ease 
because of her fun spirit and her example of hard 
work. Nancy has lived her life as a true Okinawan 
and Ginowan Shijin Kai is proud to honor her as our 
“Uchinanchu of the Year.”

GINOZA SONJIN KAI                                                    
GENSUKE NAKAMA
   Ginoza Sonjin Kai has the distinct pleasure, pride and 
honor of recognizing our 100 year-old treasure — Mr. 
Gensuke Nakama — as our “Uchinanchu of the Year” 
for 2002. Those of us who know him have a very special 
place in our hearts for him: to know him is to love him.
   Gensuke Nakama was born on May 5, 1902, in Sokei, 
Okinawa. His parents, Bunsuke and Kana Nakama, came 
to Hawai‘i in 1906 and sent for him in 1919 when he 
was 17 years old. Upon arriving in 
Hawai‘i, he worked in the pineapple 
fields with his parents in Haiku, 
Maui. His wife, Tomi came as a pic-
ture bride. In 1931, they moved to 
Waihee, Maui, and went into taro 
and vegetable farming and hog rais-
ing. In 1937, the family moved to 
Wailuku, where they operated a poi 
factory and a grocery store.
   By 1937, Gensuke and Tomi had six children. 
Knowing it would be difficult to send their children 
to college from Maui, they moved to Honolulu in 
1949. Four of their children attended colleges on the 
Mainland, two attended the University of Hawai‘i.
   Mr. Nakama established a taro farm in Kahalu‘u, 
Oahu, and later went into poultry farming in Ewa 
— the Nakama Poultry Farm.

2003 UCHINANCHU OF THE YEAR
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   Mr. Nakama was one of the organizers of the Ginoza 
Sonjin Kai. He served as a director and as our president 
from 1962 through 1964. Between 1959 and 1961, he 
and others were involved in sending sugar cane slips, 
tropical plants and almost a half-million pineapple 
seedlings to Okinawa to establish its pineapple industry.
   Until recently, Mr. Nakama was very active in senior 
citizen organizations and participated in weekly gath-
erings of Okinawan seniors, serving as president of 
the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center. On May 11, 
1979, the City and County of Honolulu honored him at 
its 13th Senior Citizens Conference.
   He has very strong feelings of gratitude and respect 
for Kyuzo Toyama, the “father of Okinawan immigra-
tion” to Hawai‘i. When asked to speak on the history 
of Okinawan immigrants to Okinawan senior citizens 
and other Okinawan associations, he tells them that 
were it not for Kyuzo Toyama, there would not be a 
single Okinawan in Hawai‘i today.

GUSHIKAWA SHIJIN KAI                                              
THOMAS S. KOBASHIGAWA
   Gushikawa Shijin Kai is proud to announce its 
selection of Tom Kobashigawa as “Uchinanchu of the 
Year.” Tom is a graduate of McKinley High School; 
he earned his bachelor of arts degree in biology 
from Northwestern University and his MBA from the 
University of Chicago. Upon returning to Hawai‘i in 
1981, Tom joined the Young Okinawans of Hawaii and 
held numerous offices. He served as its president in 
1986. He was a founding member of Ryukyu Kobudo 
Taiko – Hawaii Shibu in 1991. 
   Tom found his involvement with the Young 
Okinawans of Hawai‘i to be very fulfilling and reward-

ing and went on to further contrib-
ute as a member of the Gushikawa 
Shijin Kai. Tom served as the club’s 
vice president from 1996 to 1998 
and as president from 1999 to 2000. 
He has served as a club advisor since 
2001. Tom’s untiring dedication to 
our numerous club activities (plan-

ning and preparation for the annual
picnic, shinnen enkai) and the HUOA’s Okinawan 
Festival is a testament to his leadership and ability to 
inspire others. 
   Besides his many activities with the club and HUOA, 
Tom is the Manager of Regulatory Affairs for The Gas 
Company.

HAEBARU CLUB                                                           
HERBERT AND BETTY SHIMABUKURO
   Haebaru Club’s 2002 “Uchinanchu of the Year” are 
Herbert and Betty Shimabukuro. The Shimabukuros 
have been active members of the Haebaru Club for 
many years. Herbert and Betty attend and participate 
in virtually all of the club’s functions: the shinnen 
enkai, picnics and HUOA-sponsored events.
   They have also been very generous 
with their time and personal resources, 
always contributing door prizes, gifts 
for Haebaru gatherings and gifts and
souvenir items for the Haebaru-
cho exchange students during their 
homestay in Hawai‘i.
   The Haebaru Club truly appreci-
ates the support of the Shimabukuros and is proud to 
honor them as our “Uchinanchu of the Year.”

HANEJI CLUB                                                               
PATRICIA (ITOKAZU) TAKAMIYA
   Patricia (Itokazu) Takamiya was unanimously selected 
as the ““Uchinanchu of the Year”” for Haneji Club. 
“Patsy” has been a member of Haneji Club for 30 years. 
She previously served as the secretary of the club and 
of the HUOA. During the past year, Patsy served as 
Haneji Club’s secretary and “choba” coordinator. She 
did an outstanding job as the Haneji manpower chair-
person for the Okinawan Festival and participated in 

the HUOA planning committee meet-
ings for last October’s Majikina 
Honryu dance performance, 
“Churashima Hawaii Ni Mau,” at the 
HOC. Patsy’s daughter, Kellie Teru 
Takamiya, who earned her Shinjinsho 
certificate in Okinawa, performed 
the dance, “Kashikaki.”

   Patsy is married to George Takamiya (Chatan-Haneji); 
they have three children: Mark, Reid and Kellie. Patsy’s 
father, Shimpo Itokazu, was an issei, and her mother, 

Hiroko, is a nisei.
   Over the years, Patsy has worked tirelessly for the 
Haneji Club. Her dedication to preserve and 
perpetuate the Okinawan culture is manifested in her 
daughter Kellie’s beautiful performance of “Kashikaki.”
   Congratulations to Patsy and a “Thank You!” to her 
husband George.

HAWAII SASHIKI CHINEN DOSHIKAI                           
KATSUO YAMASHIRO 
   Mr. Katsuo Yamashiro has been a member of our club 
since its inception, serving as a member of the Board 
of Directors for many years. He has served twice as 
president of our club and is currently is our recording 
secretary. 
   Katsu and his wife Jean always par-
ticipate in our club’s activities, such 
as the New Year’s party, picnic, craft 
fair, parades and others.
Katsu’s pride in being Okinawan and 
his contributions to perpetuate the 
Okinawan culture has earned him 
the honor of being selected Hawaii 
Sashiki Chinen Doshikai’s “Uchinanchu of the Year” for 
2002.

HAWAII SHURI-NAHA CLUB                                        
NORA K. TOMA
   Nora K. Toma has been a valuable member of our 
club for many years. When the leadership of the Hawaii 
Shuri-Naha Club Fujinkai was turned over to the Niseis 
by the Isseis decades ago, Nora assumed the role of 

Secretary-Treasurer and has served 
in that capacity ever since. She has 
maintained a current membership 
roster of the club and has been in 
charge of the annual luncheon at the 
Wisteria, which has been a success 
due to Nora’s energetic organization-
al skills. Nora can also be counted 

on to provide a wealth of historical information about 
the club and its early Issei members. Finally, Nora can 
always be depended on to distribute and sell festival 
scrip. That’s why the Hawaii Shuri-Naha Club has been 
so very successful with selling the scrip.

HUI ALU INC.                                                               
HIDEO AND FLORENCE WAKUTA
   Hideo and Florence Wakuta have been involved in 
Hui Alu for more than fifty years. As Nisei, they are the 
link between the Issei and the younger generations 
of Okinawans on Kaua‘i, passing on the values and 
traditions brought to Hawai‘i from Okinawa. For many 
years, they have prepared the Pig’s 
Feet Soup at the Kauai Okinawan 
Dance Festival and recently prepared 
the food for Hui Alu’s Scholarship 
Golf Tournament. Florence has per-
formed Okinawan dance and done 
paranku drumming for many years. 
Hideo recalls working on the Hui Alu 
clubhouse in 1955 when the original building was built; 
he is still involved in maintaining the building. Through 
their hard work and sharing, Hideo and Florence have 
helped to preserve the Okinawan heritage on Kaua‘i. 

HUI MAKAALA OF HAWAII                                          
SARAH MITCHELL
   Sarah Oganeku Mitchell hails from the Oganeku fam-
ily, which owns Ebisu Catering. Sarah ventured to the 
Mainland to attend Graceland College and later the 
University of Colorado in Greeley where she met her 
husband, Ed Mitchell.
   Sarah and Ed moved to Chicago 
and were proprietors of the Diamond 
Head Restaurant for 20 years. The 
restaurant had a local and Asian motif 
and the waitresses wore kimonos. 
Prior to opening the restaurant, 
Sarah was a dietician at Michael 
Reese Hospital in Chicago and also at 
the University of Chicago. The Mitchells eventually sold 
their business to retire in Hawai‘i. Their retirement was 
short-lived, however. They purchased a restaurant 
called the Hale‘iwa Sands, which was later renamed 
Jamieson’s by the Sea.
   Sarah has been a member of Hui Makaala for about 
30 years. She has participated in and supported many 
Hui Makaala activities and can always be counted on to 
help with the annual scholarship fashion show. Sarah is 

willing to help whenever she can and is a friendly face 
at the Okinawan Festival and other events.
   The Mitchells are the parents of a daughter, Sumi 
Ericksen, who resides in Las Vegas.

HUI O LAULIMA                                                          
VALERIE TERUYA
   Valerie Teruya has been a member of Hui O Laulima 
for six years. She is involved in many activities and is 
truly an asset to our club. Val gives her all to whatever 
project she takes on. She has served as Hui O Laulima’s 
corresponding secretary, assistant treasurer and vice 
president, has chaired the mixing 
of andagi for the Farm Fair, and co-
chaired the Winter Craft Fair. She 
is also a member of the Tsurukagi 
Angwata, a group of women who 
practice dancing every Sunday to pre-
pare for community service projects 
throughout the year. Val has also 
used her own vacation time to help with the Children’s 
Day Camp. She truly exemplifies the spirit of Hui O 
Laulima — giving a helping hand. We are proud and 
honored to have her as our “Uchinanchu of the Year”. 
Ippe Nihe Deebiru, Val!

HUI OKINAWA                                                             
BERNARD SAGAWA
   Bernard Sagawa is a very active member of Hui 
Okinawa and always willing to assist the club. He has 
been actively involved as the chairperson or committee 
head of our various club functions, 
such as the shinnen enkai/keirokai, 
bonenkai, haari boat races and many 
other cultural and social events. He 
served on the Board Directors for 
many years and previously served as 
our club treasurer. He has received 
the Hatarachaa and Chibayaa awards 
for his hard work and leadership. Bernard presently 
serves as an advisor to our Board. Hui Okinawa is 
proud to present BERNARD SAGAWA as our 2002 
“Uchinanchu of the Year”.

HUI URUMA                                                                
YOSHITO TAKAMINE
   Yoshito Takamine is the eldest son of immigrant 
plantation workers. He never forgot his humble begin-
nings and has dedicated his life to improving his
community. After graduating from public school, he 
worked for the ILWU, and later was elected to the state 
House of Representatives. He and his wife, Kimiko, 
raised five children whom they are proud of.
   During his career as a labor and 
community leader, Yoshito demon-
strated the special values of hard 
work, working together for the 
benefit of all, and giving back to the 
community, which he learned from 
his Okinawan parents. Throughout 
his life, his ability to help others was 
facilitated by his sense of humility, a strong character 
trait.
   Yoshito has been an active member of the Hui Uruma 
Club. He participates not only because he is very proud 
of his Okinawan heritage, but because he realizes how 
important it is to pass on the culture and the special 
cultural values to future generations. Yoshito believes 
that a strong sense of community is critical, and appre-
ciates the impact it had had on his life.

ITOMAN SHIJIN KAI                                                     
KENICHI KANESHIRO
   Itoman Shijin Kai is proud to honor Kenichi 
Kaneshiro as our “Uchinanchu of the Year” for 2002. 
He was born on August 14, 1903, in Makabe, Okinawa, 
and will celebrate his 100th birthday this year. He 
was very active in the Okinawan community for many 
years and was one of the founders of the Miwa Sonjin 
Kai club, serving as its president for several years. 
Miwa Sonjin Kai has since merged 
with Itoman Shijin Kai. Mr. Kaneshiro 
encouraged and wholeheartedly 
supported the merger in order to 
perpetuate the Okinawan culture and 
spirit among the club members and 
future generations. He continues to 
encourage young Uchinanchus to 
maintain a sense of pride in their Okinawan heritage.
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KIN CHOJIN KAI                                                           
MARY TOYAMA
   Mary Toyama is one of Kin Chojin Kai’s “special people.” 
She has always encouraged her children, grandchildren 
and great- grandchildren to learn 
about their 
heritage and to get actively involved 
in Kin and HUOA activities. Mary and 
her three-generation family can be 
counted on to help whenever needed.
   Mary is a true Uchinanchu — in 
heart, mind and soul —dedicated 
to preserving the values of family and community. 
Kin Chojin Kai is proud to honor Mary Toyama as our 
“Uchinanchu of the Year.”

KITA NAKAGUSUKU SONJIN KAI                                 
GLADYS MATSUE HIGA
   Gladys Matsue Higa has worked long and hard (qui-
etly but effectively) for Kita Nakagusuku for many years 
without receiving the recognition she deserves. In the 
1980s, under the leadership of then-club President 
Shigeharu Shiroma, Gladys and her daughter Alice 
made hundreds of phone calls to members about the 
dream of building a kaikan to preserve and perpetuate 
the Okinawan culture for future generations as a trib-
ute to the Isseis. Many of the members said, “Gladys 
was the first person to contact me about the dream to 
build the Hawaii Okinawa Center.”
   Gladys was invaluable in helping to plan and organize 

the 85th anniversary celebration of 
Okinawan immigration to Hawai‘i for 
our club members and for the Kita 
Nakagusuku delegation that came 
from Okinawa for the gala event. For 
the celebration, a banquet was held 
at the Flamingo Chuckwagon and 
a golf tournament at Olomana Golf 

Links. 
   Kita Nakagusuku proudly recognizes its “Uchinanchu 
of the Year” for 2002, Gladys Matsue Higa, for her 
enthusiasm, dedication and continuing support of Kita 
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai and the Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association. 

KOCHINDA CHOJIN KAI                                               
DEAN KANESHIRO
   President Dean Kaneshiro is Kochinda’s “Uchinanchu 
of the Year” for 2002. In his service to the club as rep-
resentative, assistant treasurer, vice president and pres-
ident, Dean has demonstrated outstanding leadership 
and organization. The word that most aptly describes 
Dean’s tenure is “innovative.” From the beginning, he 
has envisioned ways to increase interest in club activi-
ties and to better organize club practices. Dean created 
different games and activities for the picnic and shin-
nen enkai. His coordination of last year’s casino night 
successfully engaged members in fun and fellowship. 
Dean’s novel contributions to Kochinda is an example 
of why clubs continually need new, young leaders.
   Dean is the son of Robert and the 
late Yuri Kaneshiro. His father served 
as Kochinda president 30 years ago 
and continues to support Kochinda 
and Dean’s presidency. Dean and 
his wife, Renee, are both teachers 
at Kaimiloa Elementary School in 
‘Ewa Beach. In his current position 
as Design Coach, he coordinates school efforts to 
implement standards-based education. Their daugh-
ter Jasmine is a fifth grader at Holomua Elementary 
School.
   Kochinda proudly presents President Dean Kaneshiro 
as our 2002 “Uchinanchu of the Year.”

MAUI OKINAWA KENJIN KAI                                       
TOKUSEI AND RACHEL GUSUKUMA
   Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai has selected Tokusei and 
Rachel Gusukuma as our 
2002 “Uchinanchu of the Year.” The Gusukumas have 
been members of the club for over 25 years. Tokusei 
has served as Kihei “riji,” or district representative, for 
years. Whether helping on a workday or at a special 
event, he supports the club wholeheartedly.
   Mr. Gusukuma’s generation understood the impor-
tance of working together and supporting each 
other — and so he does. He enjoys meeting other 
Uchinanchu. Even if he doesn’t know your name, he 
will recognize your face. He is encouraged to see 
Maui’s young Uchinanchu getting involved in the club.

   Rachel, a retired cafeteria worker, is a terrific baker. 
The Kenjin Kai knows that sales will be brisk when they 
have Rachel’s delicious mango bread or banana bread 
to sell at a bazaar or country store.
   Since retiring from HC&S, Tokusei 
keeps busy with chores around the 
house. Rachel baby-sits a hanai 
grandson. The Gusukumas have 
three children and three grandchil-
dren. Mahalo to Tokusei and Rachel 
for their many years of service to the 
Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai.

MINAMI NAKAGUSUKU SONJIN KAI                           
AGNES KAMEKO HIGA
   Minami Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai proudly presents our 
dedicated and talented member, Mrs. Agnes Kameko 
Higa, as our “Uchinanchu of the Year.”
   Agnes and her husband, the late Masatada Higa, 
were truly dedicated to promoting the Uchinanchu cul-

ture through the arts. They touched 
the lives of many by introducing 
them to the art of sanshin, koto and 
Okinawan odori. They generously 
shared their love for the Okinawan 
culture at many of our Minami 
Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai’s shinnen 
enkai.

   Always willing to share, Agnes taught many of our 
members the dance, “Nakagusuku No Uta” and is now 
volunteering to teach our younger generation the art 
of Okinawan dance.
   At age 86, Agnes is still very involved in the Higa 
Masatada Koten Minyo Kenkyukai, serves as president 
of the Nomura-ryu Ongaku Hozon Kai – Hawaii Shibu, 
and is an active participant in the Okinawa Poem Club. 
In November 2001, her poem was selected a winner 
and she was recognized in Okinawa. Congratulations, 
Agnes, and Ippe nihei debiru for your contributions to 
Minami Nakagusuku Sonjin Kai.

NAGO CLUB                                                                 
HELEN HIGA
   Behind — or beside — every successful leader, 
one can always find the support of a loving mother. 
Such is Nagonchu Helen K. Higa — Nago Club’s 2002 
“Uchinanchu of the Year.” Helen is the mother of Nago 
president Joyce Lee. Not only has she supported Joyce 
as president for the past four years, she and her hus-
band, Charles A. Higa, have been staunch supporters of 
the club for many years. Charles’ father, Yeiko Higa, was 
one of the organizers of the club over 80 years ago.
   Helen has utilized her talents to 
help with club activities. Evidence 
of her green thumb with plants and 
flowers can often be seen in table 
favors and centerpieces. She is also 
an avid golfer. While enjoying the 
sport, she also assists youth groups.
   No matter what the occasion, 
Helen is always lending a helping hand. She sees what 
need to be done — and does it. That’s what is so 
great about her. We are indeed honored to have Helen 
Higa represent Nago Club as “Uchinanchu of the Year.” 
Congratulations, Helen!

NISHIHARA CHOJIN KAI                                              
ARDIS KANESHIRO
   In every HUOA club, it is the active members who 
help to perpetuate the “Uchinanchu Spirit.” Ardis 
Kaneshiro got involved with Nishihara Chojin Kai as a 
member of the Board of Directors. Initially, she said 
she would help out and just wanted to work “behind 
the scenes.” That first step led to selling script for the 
Okinawan Festival and 
volunteering to work in the food booth. Ardis became 
more active and enthusiastic with each passing year 
and she began to recruit members of her immediate 
family — her sisters and their children. As time went 
on, she also called on her cousins, aunts, uncles and 
even close friends who were “Uchinanchu at heart.” 
Next came helping with children’s games at the annual 
picnic, selling club T-shirts and Chibariyo CDs, followed 
by purchasing door prizes for our annual shinnen 
enkai. She volunteered to take pictures for the club
history file, and helped with the special HUOA 50th 
anniversary issue of Uchinanchu.
   She constantly looks for new and fresh ideas to bring 
young people into the organization. Ardis truly wants 
the members of Nishihara Chojin Kai to look forward 

to the annual events. At one summer picnic, 
during the customary vegetable-gathering circle for the 
adults, she thought of doing something similar for the 
children that would be fun and memorable. With that 
was started the annual goodies and school supplies 
circle. One young participant said the picnic was the 
next best thing to Christmas.
   Ardis’ most memorable activity was as co-chair of the 
Autumn Craft Fair held at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. 
It gave her the opportunity to meet 
and work closely with members of 
other clubs of the Hawaii United 
Okinawa Association. She realized 
then that the success of the event 
was due to the collective effort 
of members of every club, dedicating 
their time and talents to planning 
the event and sharing personal 
experiences with the incoming clubs to produce a 
memorable event for the community.
   In 2001, Ardis’ parents, James and Clara Arakawa, 
planned their first trip to Okinawa to participate in 
the Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival. In June, however, 
James Arakawa passed away. Ardis decided that she 
would travel with her mother to Okinawa and partici-
pate in the Taikai. She didn’t realize how meaning-
ful that trip would be. She joined 700-plus members 
from Hawai‘i for the gathering of Uchinanchus from 
around the world. She proudly carried the Nishihara 
banner at the Taikai parade, waving a “shaka” to the 
crowd. During the welcoming ceremony at the village 
of Nishihara, Ardis surprised her Mom and even herself 
by going up on stage in front of hundreds of people 
to dance kachashi — in doing so, she felt she honored 
her grandparents and most of all, her father. 
   Ardis has done much “behind the scenes” for 
Nishihara Chojin Kai. We are proud to honor her as our 
2002 “Uchinanchu of the Year.”

OKINAWA CITY-GOEKU SON                                       
HARRY SEISHO NAKASONE AND 
CHERYL YOSHIE NAKASONE PENHART
   Okinawa City-Goeku Son’s selections for “Uchinanchu 
of the Year” are two noted cultural talents. Harry 
Seisho Nakasone is a sanshin master who has received 
both national and international recognition. In 1991, 
he was recognized as a National Living Treasure in the 
United States, becoming the first Asian musician to 
receive a National Heritage Fellowship award from the 
National Endowment for the Arts — the highest recog-
nition for traditional folk artists.
   In 1994, the Japanese government presented him 
the Order of the Rising Sun. He also received a cita-
tion from Okinawa City for his contributions to the 
Okinawan performing arts. Nakasone Sensei was also 
the first person outside of Japan to receive a teaching 
certificate from the Nomura Ryu Ongaku Kyokai.
   Since establishing sanshin schools in Hawai‘i — the 
Asahi Ongaku Kai in 1950 and the Nakasone Seifu Kai 
in 1952 —Sensei has taught hundreds of students in 
Hawai‘i and California. He also teaches sanshin in the 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa’s Ethnomusicology 
Department. 
   Sensei helped establish our club and has served in 
numerous leadership positions, including advisor and 
president.  
   Cheryl Yoshie Nakasone Penhart 
is an accomplished member of 
Hawai‘i’s performing arts community. 
Recognized for her innovative style 
of dancing and choreography, Cheryl 
Nakasone Sensei and her students 
have performed in various venues 
in Hawai‘i, including the annual 
Okinawan Festival, and on the Mainland.
   Sensei founded the Jimpu Kai USA, Kin Ryosho 
Ryukyu Geino Kenkyusho in 1977 and directs the 
school. She began studying Okinawan dance at a very 
young age. After graduating from the University of 
Hawai‘i with a bachelor’s degree in sociology, she
studied for four years under Dance Master Kin Ryosho 
in Okinawa. During this time, she competed in and 
passed the Ryukyu Shimpo Konkuru in three consecutive 
years, 1973, 1974 and 1975, and received her saikosho. 
   Sensei has performed as a soloist in many concerts 
in Hawai‘i, on the Mainland and in Okinawa. She has 
been awarded several master-apprentice grants from 
the Hawai‘i State Foundation on Culture and the Arts 
and the California Arts Council.
   Sensei is the daughter of Seiko and the late Elsie 
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(Arakaki) Nakasone. Her favorite cheerleader and stage-
hand is her husband, William Penhart.

OKINAWAN GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF HAWAII     
NOBUO TAKENO
   Nobuo Takeno, a computer technician, retired from 
the Hawaii Air National Guard and then attended the 
University of Hawai‘i where he earned his degree in 
Asian history. Nobu, who was born in mainland Japan, 
is definitely an Okinawan at heart. He has contributed 
generously and selflessly to the Okinawan community 
and established a record that few can parallel.
   A humble gentleman, he resides in Kane‘ohe with 
his wife, June; they have two sons and one grandchild. 
After he and June were married, Nobu became fasci-
nated with Okinawan history, culture and language. He 
also got actively in the Okinawan community, becom-
ing a member of the Okinawan Genealogical Society of 
Hawaii, the Tamagusuku Club and the Gajimaru Club.
   In the Okinawan Genealogical Society of Hawaii 
(OGSH), Nobu served as president in 1998 and 1999 

and has since been the club’s adviser. 
As chairman of the OGSH 2003 trip 
to Japan and Okinawa, he has been 
presenting informative lectures on 
Okinawan history, as well as travel 
information at their monthly meet-
ings. He is very dedicated to the 
objectives of the genealogy club and 
assists in setting up and working 

wherever the club is asked to participate: at the annual 
Okinawan Festival at Kapiolani Park; festivals on Kaua‘i, 
Maui, and the Big Island; the Portuguese Genealogical 
Festa and the Kalihi Family History Center seminars.
   For the Tamagusuku Club, Nobu serves as assistant 
treasurer. He is also co-chairing the committee working 
on a booklet commemorating the club’s 75th anniver-
sary, which will be released next month.
   No doubt, Nobu is a busy man. Still, he makes time 
to work in the Pig’s Feet Soup booth at the annual 
Okinawan Festival, and also helps set up the booths 
for the genealogy club, even on the Neighbor Islands. 
But perhaps his most valuable contribution to the 
Okinawan community is the countless hours he puts 
into doing translations. Blessed with the ability to read, 
write and speak Japanese, he translates some of the 
most complex documents. He constantly helps those 
who are doing their genealogy and even helps people 
find their family mon (crest). One of his most challeng-
ing translation projects was the Okinawan Prefectural 
History, Immigration Section, Volume 1, which contains 
records of hundreds of early Okinawans who immigrat-
ed to Hawai‘i and elsewhere. This information is being 
entered into a database so that those interested can 
have access to it. Yes, Nobu Takeno has worked very 
hard not only for the Okinawan Genealogical Society of 
Hawaii, but also for the entire Okinawan community. 
He indeed possesses the true Okinawan spirit.

ONNA SONJIN KAI                                                       
HIDEO NAKAMINE
   Onna Sonjinkai has selected Mr. Hideo Nakamine as 
our “Uchinanchu of the Year.” Hide 
has been a member of our club from 
the very beginning and has always 
been active in all of our activities. 
Now that he has reached the age of 
80, he has slowed down a bit.
   Hide served in the 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team during 
World War II and later worked at 
Fort Shafter and Schofield Barracks as a post engineer, 
taking care of their electrical needs. He retired about 
20 years ago but still keeps active with his “buddies” 
from the 442nd.
   In his spare time, Hide raises orchids. We respect 
him as a club elder and often seek his advice on impor-
tant matters concerning the club because we know he 
cares about perpetuating our cultural heritage.

OROKU AZAJIN CLUB                                                  
HOLLY TAKARA
   Volunteers are usually honored for their enthusi-
asm, reliability, hard work or leadership. Oroku Aza 
is very fortunate to have a volunteer who possesses 
all of those qualities. Holly Takara (Yago, Miofuya), 
daughter of Howard and Jane Takara, is a yonsei (fourth 
generation) member of our club. An engineer for the 
Honolulu Board of Water Supply, Holly somehow man-
ages to makes time for boogie boarding, golf and club 

bowling. 
   She enthusiastically created tee-shirt and apron 
designs for the club. Holly can always be counted on 

to volunteer for the 6 a.m. shift to 
mix andagi batter at the Okinawan 
Festival and at craft fairs and still 
has the time, energy and good 
health to donate blood to the Hawaii 
Blood Bank. She has organized our 
annual picnics and been in charge of 
food for craft fairs and other HUOA 

events. As part of the service committee offering assis-
tance for grieving families of Oroku Aza, Holly
regularly assists at the choba. 
   Holly served as club vice president and then as presi-
dent during the years 1998 to 2002. During her term, 
she began organizing a new club directory. She also 
served as co-chair for the Oroku Restaurant Project. 
You may have seen her display at the Japanese Cultural 
Center of Hawaii and at the Okinawan Festival last year.
   Although her term as president is over, she contin-
ues to work on these projects — a sign of her true 
Okinawan spirit.

OROKU DOSHI KAI                                                      
YOSHIKO AKAMINE
   Oroku Doshi Kai is pleased to recognize Mrs. Yoshiko 
Akamine as its “Uchinanchu of the Year.” Mrs. Akamine 
has served as our club’s historian/recorder. Her enthu-
siasm for the Okinawan culture and diligence in record-
ing the history of the club’s membership is helping to 
preserve the heritage of our ances-
tors.
   Throughout the years, Yoshiko 
has donated vegetables and orchid 
plants as door prizes for the club’s 
annual shinnen enkai. Her thought-
fulness has helped keep funds in our 
club treasury. She participates in 
many of our activities even though 
she no longer drives, attend the club functions, utiliz-
ing the bus or catching a ride with friends. 
   Yoshiko and her husband, Masaru, reside in Kaimuk̄i. 
They raised six children — one daughter and five sons 
— all of whom live on the Mainland.
   Yoshiko’s hobbies include sewing and gardening, 
although most of her time is spent caring for Masaru.
   We are truly blessed to have Yoshiko Akamine as one 
of ours!

TAMAGUSUKU CLUB                                                   
PAUL ASHITOMI AND JOYCE ASHITOMI
   Paul and Joyce Ashitomi have helped Tamagusuku 
Club enormously during the past few years. Paul serves 
as a vice president and has 
helped the club president 
by buying supplies for the 
picnics and running the 
games. He has also con-
tacted and recruited mem-
bers to help in the Pig’s 
Feet Soup booth at the 
Okinawan Festival and has helped in the booth him-
self. His wife Joyce has spent many hours helping with 
the club’s commemorative booklet. Joyce has put her 
computer skills to work, typing the family tree layouts. 
Tamagusuku Club is grateful to her for volunteering her 
efforts and skills. Tamagusuku Club is proud to have 
Paul and Joyce Ashitomi as our “Uchinanchus of the 
Year.”

WAHIAWA OKINAWA KYOYU KAI                               
DAVID SEIJI NAKASONE
   David Seiji Nakasone has been among the most 
active participants in the traditional activities of the 
Wahiawa Okinawa Kyoyu Kai for many years. He served 
as our President for two consecutive years (1999-2000) 
and led our organization in planning for and 
participating in HUOA’s year-long 
centennial celebration of Okinawan 
immigration to Hawai‘ºi. He volun-
teered for several usually unpopular 
assignments, such as parking control 
and clean-up for events at the HOC. 
He has also recruited several young-
er Uchinanchu participants. He gave 
our club much of his free time, often 
sacrificing hours away from his two daughters’ extra-
curricular activities. David also served on our funeral 
committee and has worked to involve other younger 

members in this and other important club activities. 
He has been playing on our team in the HUOA softball 
league for many years. David has remained focused on 
building up our organization.
   He is proud of the accomplishments of his grand-
father, the late Jiro Nakasone, who was one of our 
founders and among our first club presidents. Along 
with other past presidents, which include uncles and 
cousins, George S., Richard Y., James S. and James T. 
Nakasone, and James Iha, David serves as an advisor 
to our current president, cousin Norman Nakasone, and 
the Board of Directors. David’s continuous 
demonstration of the Uchinanchu Spirit throughout 
the year has earned him the honor of being selected 
Wahiawa Kyoyu Kai’s 2002 “Uchinanchu of the Year.”

YOMITAN CLUB                                                           
RICHARD AND JANE HIGA
   Richard (Mits) and Jane Higa are very active Yomitan 
Club members. Mits, a Nisei whose roots are in Oki and 
Furugen, has been diligently attending club meetings 
since he was a young man. He always offers to help 
with club activities and we often take him up on his 
offer.
   Mits loves telling jokes and 
talking story with people, so 
he’s become our “Mr. Aloha.” 
   Jane, on the other hand, 
is soft-spoken and conserva-
tive. She works quietly and 
efficiently in the background. 
Jane was the club’s secretary in the early ‘90s. She did 
such a great job that we asked her to serve again. Mits 
and Jane Higa are staunch supporters of the Yomitan 
Club and all that we do. We appreciate their thought-
fulness and giving hearts. They are truly deserving of 
the honor of being Yomitan Club’s “Uchinanchu of the 
Year.”

YONABARU CHOJIN KAI
EDWIN FUKUJI AND FAMILY
   Yonabaru Chojin Kai is proud to have selected Edwin 
Fukuji and his family as its “Uchinanchu of the Year”. 
The Fukuji family — Edwin and Delia and their chil-
dren, Debbie and Scott — truly exemplifies the spirit 
of volunteerism and hard 
work. Whenever asked to 
help with club activities 
or HUOA events, their 
answer is always, “When, 
where, what time?”
   The family’s involve-
ment in the club dates 
back to the 1970s when Edwin and Delia first became 
officers of the club. Now, Debbie and Scott carry on 
the family tradition as the club’s recording secretary 
and website developer, respectively.
   The Fukuji family can be seen working at the 
Okinawan Festival every year as well as the Yonabaru’s 
annual picnic and shinnen enkai. Although the club 
normally selects one individual as its “Uchinanchu of 
the Year,” this year, the Board of Directors felt com-
pelled to select a family because there was never a 
time when only one member of this family did any-
thing alone — they always did it together as a FAMILY. 
Congratulations!

YOUNG OKINAWANS OF HAWAII                                
LANE K. INAMINE
   Lane K. Inamine has been an active member of the 
Young Okinawans of Hawaii since 1992. He has served 
YOH as vice president, social director and senior luncheon 
director in past years. Lane is a familiar face in the 
Okinawan community.
   He is a multitalented person who 
can sing karaoke, play taiko, produce 
videos, play softball and AJA baseball, 
and even act. In the Year 2000 — the 
centennial of Okinawan immigra-
tion to Hawai‘i — Lane portrayed 
Toyama Kyuzo as well as a prisoner 
of war in the centennial production 
titled, “Nuuzi Kakiyabira — Rainbows: 
Bridges in Time.” At the bon dances every year, he 
helps keep the beat for the dancers by playing his 
shime daiko and sometimes even gets dressed up in 
his chondara (clown) costume. In 2000, Lane produced 
a video about the HUOA study tour which aired on 
“Hawaii Okinawa Today.”
   Lane’s father’s family is from Chatan and his moth-

2003 UCHINANCHU OF THE YEAR
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In addition to visiting Okinawa, Nakasone has trav-
eled to Tokyo, Beijing and Hong Kong, while Uehara 
ventured to Thailand to speak to interested groups 
and associations about the September conference. This 
month, Kuba and Nakasone will travel to South America 
to meet with Okinawan groups there.

Questions about the Worldwide Uchinanchu 
Conference should be directed to co-chairs Keith 
Kaneshiro at (808) 596-0044, or Bob Nakasone at (808) 
944-7474. Conference registration forms, workshop 
schedules and activities will be available soon. Stay 
tuned!

er’s family is from Oroku. Young Okinawans of Hawaii 
salutes Lane Inamine — our “Uchinanchu of the Year.”

YONASHIRO CHOJIN KAI                                             
KATSUMI SHINSATO
   The last Saturday in February is always earmarked for 
the Yonashiro Chojin Kai’s shinnen enkai. Club mem-
bers look forward to this annual gathering to visit with 
each other and to marvel at how “young” we all look. 
Announcements, activities, lucky number with door 
prizes, recognition and appreciation speeches are on 
the evening’s agenda. Club members volunteer to put 
on an entertaining program — be it karaoke, taisho 
koto, a hip-hop routine, an ukulele medley or hula 

— all in the spirit of sharing one’s 
talent. Amidst the diverse kinds of 
entertainment, we are brought back 
to square one: the reason we are 
at this annual gathering. Katsumi 
Shinsato Sensei also volunteers to 
perform with his grandchildren and 
other Yonashiro club members who 

are students of the Shinsato Shosei Kai. It is this part 
of the program — the familiar songs and sounds of 
the sanshin —performed with dedication and passion 
that unites us as a chojin kai, and as Uchinanchus. 
At evening’s end, we leave with renewed pride as 
Uchinanchus with the sound of the sanshin in our 
hearts and mind — and we are equally proud that we 
have dedicated people like Katsumi Shinsato Sensei 
to keep our cultural heritage alive for all generations. 
Katsumi Shinsato Sensei has been honored for numerous 
accomplishments and cultural contributions in Hawai‘i, 
Okinawa and other parts of the world. With deep-
est admiration, respect and gratitude, the Yonashiro 
Chojin Kai is proud to name Katsumi Shinsato as its 
“Uchinanchu of the Year.”

Applications are being accepted for the Hawaii 
United Okinawa Association’s fifth Leadership Tour 
to Okinawa, scheduled for October 1-13. The tour is 
designed to attract, inspire and develop future leaders 
of the HUOA and the member clubs by offering the pro-
spective leaders an educational and experiential study 
tour of Okinawa. The tour is designed to enhance their 
knowledge and understanding of the history, cultural 
and people of Okinawa. 

The Leadership Study Tour is patterned after a 
groundbreaking 1980 trip to Okinawa initiated and 
sponsored by the Okinawa Prefectural Government. 
Thirty-seven young Okinawans from Hawai‘i were invit-
ed to experience Okinawa for the first time by then-
Gov. Junji Nishime. The trip inspired the involvement 
and passing on of the leadership of HUOA to a new and 
energized sansei generation of leaders. It also spurred 
the formation of the Young Okinawans of Hawaii.

NEW!
ORION
From OKINAWA

Distributed by THE CHERRY CO., LTD.
Honolulu, HI (808) 537-5245

Using Pure Okinawan Water gives
Orion a Unique and Remarkably
Refreshing Taste.

Experience a Taste of Okinawa!

Now available in Restaurants and
Markets in Hawai‘i.

ORION BEER

Pearl City Florist

In 1993, the HUOA, in partnership with the 
Okinawa Prefectural Government and the sponsoring 
clubs, sent 15 young adults to Okinawa. Three more 
Leadership Tours have been held since: 1995, 1999 and 
2001 — resulting in significant contributions to the 
member clubs and the HUOA. Many of the participants 
have since become leaders in the own clubs and/or the 
HUOA.

Besides the combination of lectures, discussion 
sessions, tours, recitals and interaction with other 
young adults, the participants are required to spend 
two nights in a homestay program, ideally with their 
Okinawan relatives, or with a family from their ances-
tors’ home town. The homestay gives the participants 
an opportunity to immerse themselves in the language, 
culture and lifestyle of Okinawans. The sponsoring club 
should ensure that their participant has a family with 
whom to stay. 

HUOA will finance one-third of the approximately 
$2,100 per person tour cost (airfare, ground transpor-
tation and hotel accommodations) for 16 participants, 
ages 25 to 45. The balance will be the responsibility of 
the participants and his/her club. Each club will select 
its own participant and submit the individual’s name to 
the HUOA Leadership Committee. Selection by HUOA 
will be on a first-come, first-served basis, provided 
the basic criteria have been met. The Leadership Tour 
Committee will strive to select participants from 16 dif-
ferent clubs. If slots are still available after the May 15 
deadline, another participant may be selected from the 
same club. 

Application forms are available from the club presi-
dents, or from the HUOA office. For questions about 
the Leadership Tour, call committee chair Jane Serikaku 
at 622-6411.

HUOA LEADERSHIP TOUR SET FOR OCT. 1-13

WORLDWIDE UCHINANCHU CONFERENCE
PLANNING UNDERWAY
by Sandra T. Goya
Chair, WUC Communications
Nishihara Chojin Kai, Young Okinawans of Hawaii

Spreading like wildfire is the exciting news that 
the First Worldwide Uchinanchu Conference — themed 
“Sharing Uchinanchu Aloha” — will be held in Hawaii 
this summer. The event, which is being sponsored joint-
ly by the Hawaii United Okinawa Association (HUOA) 
and the Hawaii Chapter of the Worldwide Uchinanchu 
Business (WUB) Association, will run from Friday, Aug. 
29, through Tuesday, Sept. 2.

Worldwide Uchinanchu Conference committee 
members Bob Nakasone, Edward Kuba and Clarence 
Uehara from Maui are promoting the conference across 
the globe. In February, the trio traveled to Okinawa, 
where they met with Okinawa Governor Keiichi 
Inamine, a number of city mayors, ambassadors, and 
over 50 associations, companies, media organizations 
and entertainers.

Despite the current worldwide situation, enthu-
siasm for the Worldwide Uchinanchu Conference in 
Hawaii continues to grow. Conference organizers 
estimate that about 2,000 out-of-state visitors plan to 
travel to the Hawaii to enjoy both the HUOA’s annual 
Okinawan Festival at Kapiolani Park over the Labor 
Day weekend (Aug. 30 and 31), followed by two days 
of the conferences at the East-West Center, and other 
surprises.

“The beards will remain!” vow Bob Nakasone (far left) and Edward 
Kuba (far right) — until the September opening of the Worldwide 
Uchinanchu Conference. During a promotional trip to Okinawa 
earlier this year, Clarence Uehara from Maui and Governor Keiichi 
Inamine sported beards for only as long as it took to snap this 
photo.

UCHINANCHU OF THE YEAR
(continued)
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HUI OKINAWA . . . by Amy Shiroma
Hui Okinawa honored three members who celebrated 

— or will celebrate — their 97th birthday this year dur-
ing its “Kajimaya no Suji” program at the club’s annual 
shinnen enkai keirokai on Feb. 2, at the Hilo Hongwanji 
Sangha Hall. The shinnen enkai was co-chaired by 
Bernard Sagawa and Kaye Nagamine.

Kajimaya celebrants are believed to return to child-
hood at age 97. They are dressed in a red kimono 
and friends and relatives dance around them, carrying 
brightly colored kazimaya or kazeguruma (pinwheels). 
The three Hui Okinawa honorees were Mr. Jisuke 
Nishihara of Hilo; Mrs. Naeko Komesu of Laupahoehoe, 
who was not able to attend; and Mr. Herbert Kobayashi 
of Hilo.

Jisuke Nishihara arrived in 
Hawai‘i on February 22, 1924, 
after 12 days at sea aboard the 
Shunyo Maru. Mr. Nishihara 
emigrated from Miyako island. 
He initially worked at Hakalau 
Plantation, earning a dollar a 
day. Mr. Nishihara retired from 
Pepe‘ekeo Sugar Plantation in 
1946 after working at various 
other plantations. He and his 

wife, Natsu, have nine children, 17 grandchildren, 18 
great-grandchildren and one great-great-grandchild. 

Naeko Komesu was born in 
Nakagumi Gun, Aza Tamayose, 
Chatan Mura. She married 
Seitaro Komesu in Okinawa 
and arrived in Hawai‘i in 
August 1923 aboard the Tenyo 
Maru. Mrs. Komesu worked in 
the sugar fields and also raised 
hogs. She has four children, 16 
grandchildren, 12 great-grand-
children and 19 great-great-
grandchildren.

Mr. Herbert Niroku 
Kobayashi came to Hawai‘i 
from Hiroshima in 1920 at the 
age of 13. He attended school 
in Pāpa‘ikou and worked as 
a mechanic for I. Kitagawa & 
Co. until he retired in 1972 
after 50 years of service. After 
retiring, he helped is wife with 
her okazuya business, Kobe’s 
Lunch Shop. Mr. Kobayashi has 

three children and three grandchildren.
Keirokai is the highlight of the annual New Year’s 

party, which this year was chaired by Nancy Nakaishi. 
This year, Hui Okinawa honored 165 koreisha (members 
age 80 and older). 

Isamu “Ham” Kaneshiro installed Hui Okinawa’s 2003 
officers: Carolyn Oki, President; Thomas Ortogero, 1st 
Vice president; Andrew Gushiken, 2nd vice president; 
Lynn Namihira, secretary; and Alben Namihira, treasurer. 

Hui Okinawa’s 2002 bonen kai (year-end party) and 
annual membership meeting on Nov. 3, 2002, at the 
Hilo Hongwanji Sangha Hall was successful and well-
attended. The event, which included the election of the 
club’s 2003 officers and directors, was chaired by Patti 
Taira-Tokuuke. The highlight of the day was the presen-
tation of Hui Okinawa’s annual awards.

The “Distinguished Service Award,” which honors 
members for their sustained and superior service to Hui 
Okinawa, went to Harue Kaneshiro, Hanako Kuwaye, 
Betty Miyashiro and Ethel Yonemitsu. The “Chibayaa 
Award,” honoring members whose dedication and 
diligent service has set an example for others, was pre-
sented to Edwin Hara, Kent Inouye, Ruby Maekawa, Jan 
Nakahara and Margaret Torigoe.

The “Hatarachaa Award” recognizes members who 
dedicated extraordinary effort and time in furthering 

the club’s projects and goals. This year’s awardees were 
Yukiko Asato, Paul Gushiken, Barbara Hanog, Rosa Maja, 
Grace Miyasato, Toyoko Miyasato, Stella Miyashiro, 
Cooper Nakayama, Linda Otomo, Elizabeth Sakai, Tomie 
Shimabukuro, Sadako Tobara, Collins Tomie, Sayoko 
Watanabe and Clyde Yafuso. 

Recognizing the valuable future power of the organi-
zation, 29 wonderful and energetic youth were recog-
nized with the “Warabincha Award”: Elizabeth Alonzo, 
Preston Chibana, Roanne Chow, Megan Escalona, Taylor 
Escalona, Kenny Gushiken, Jonathan Hara, Ann Inouye, 
Steve Inouye, Kevin Kaneshiro, Holly Kihara, Gerrie 
Morishita, Jamie Morishita, Casey Nagamine, Cara 
Nakayama, Devan Nakayama, Jessica Sagawa, Brandie 
Saito, Scott Saito, Dana Shimabukuro, Jesse Shiroma, 
Katie Shiroma, Theone Suzuki, Joni Tao, Owen Tomori, 
Jamie Watanabe, Lisa Watanabe, Allyson Yafuso and 
Marlene Yafuso.

Also announced was Hui Okinawa’s selection for 
“Member of the Year” — Bernard Sagawa. Bernard 
is an active member and has always been willing to 
assist with club 
activities. He has 
chaired or been 
actively involved 
in various 
club functions 
and other cul-
tural and social 
events. He also 
served on Hui 
Okinawa’s Board 
of Directors for 
many years and 
was previously 
the club’s trea-
surer. He is a 
past recipient of 
the Hatarachaa 
and Chibayaa awards for his hard work and leadership. 
Bernard was also honored in Honolulu at the Hawaii 
United Okinawa Association’s annual installation ban-
quet in January.

KANEGUSUKU SONJIN KAI . . . by Ed Kino
One hundred thirty-five Kanegusuku members and 

guests enjoyed the food and fellowship at our club’s 
77th shinnen enkai, which was held at Victoria Inn’s 
second floor banquet room on Feb. 15. The program 
consisted of balloon sculpturing by Kento of Hawaiian 
Flying Balloons; entertainment by Grant Murata Sensei’s 
Afuso-ryu Hawaii Sandaa Kai and the Tamagusuku Ryu 
Senju Kai Frances Nakachi Ryubu Dojo; singing by sis-
ter-members Yoshiko Ishiki, Shizue Shingaki and Carol 
Tamayose; and kachashi by Kanegusuku members. Mr. 
Hideo Kaneshiro also entertained us with his humor-
ous rendition of songs by Hawai‘i’s different ethnic 
groups in their early days. Ronald Oshiro drew lucky 
numbers for emcee Masuo Kino, who awarded a 13-
inch television/VCR to Mrs. Tokie Nagamine; a beautiful 
hand-painted and framed picture by Hideo Kaneshiro 
of a bonsai plant (grown by his uncle Haruo Kaneshiro) 
to Sharon Quiten, who won her first Hideo Kaneshiro 
original last year); a DVD player to Darlene Galang; and 

a VCR player and a cordless telephone to other uniden-
tified members.

Parking volunteers for the November 30 Winter Craft 
Fair included Kanegusuku’s Henry Nagamine, Ronald 
Oshiro, Toshi Shimabukuro, Richard Shimabukuro, 
Masuo Kino and Ed Kino. They worked from 6 to 9:30 
a.m. and even later.

And, ippe nihei deebiru to the three volunteers 
who also helped set up the Hawaii Okinawa Center 
for the Dec. 11 “An Evening in Waipio” craft fair. Our 
Kanegusuku volunteers worked from 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. on Dec. 10 — and then on Dec. 11, 21 volunteers 
helped out at the fair from 2:30 to 6:30 p.m. and from 
2:30 to 11 p.m., when everything was finally cleared 
and cleaned. It was a long and labor-intensive chore 
— even if only for a one-night craft fair. 

OKINAWAN GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF HAWAII . . .
by Nancy Tome

After 10 years of studying about Okinawa, the 
Okinawan Genealogical Society of Hawaii (OGSH) has 
finally put together a tour that will help us realize our 
dream of going to Okinawa as a club. The trip will take 
us to Kyushu and Okinawa. We hope to meet with three 
Okinawa kenjinkai in Kyushu to start building a bridge 
with Okinawans who have migrated to other parts of 
Japan. In Okinawa, we plan to meet with representa-
tives of the Kobun Shokan (Archives) and Naha City per-
sonnel to assist us in finding our roots. We have sched-
uled lectures with professors from Kagoshima 
University and the University of the Ryukyus. Some of 
the tour members plan to go to the village offices of 
their ancestors to get more information and meet with 
relatives. Hopefully, we will all return better-informed, 
energized and excited about continuing our search for 
our Okinawan roots and learning more about our culture.

HUI O LAULIMA . . . by Jean Yamasato 
Hui O Laulima women’s club is accepting applications 

for its 2003 cultural grants. The grants, which this year 
total approximately $5,000, will be awarded to orga-
nizations with the greatest potential to preserve, pro-
mote and perpetuate the Okinawan culture.

The grants will be awarded based on the following 
criteria:

• Interest in the study, perpetuation and promotion 
of Okinawan culture, language and/or history;

• Leadership ability;
• Community service;
• Applicant’s willingness to study under a recognized 

instructor of Okinawan culture, language, and/or his-
tory;

• Participation in a program for the promotion and 
perpetuation of Okinawan culture; and

• Overall potential for success
Two letters of recommendation must accompany the 

request for funds. Applications must be postmarked 
no later than May 17, 2003. Applications forms can be 
obtained by calling Jean Yamasato at 839-6089, or Jane 
Kaneshiro at 395-3893.

Hooge Kai Nakasone Dance Academy was the recipi-
ent of last year’s grant. Hui O Laulima members raise 
funds for the grants by making and selling andagi every 
year at the State Farm Fair.

MAUI OKINAWA KENJIN KAI . . . by Bob Yonahara
Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai members welcomed inter-

nationally recognized pianist Jon Nakamatsu to the 
Valley Isle at an early evening reception held in his 
honor at our Maui Okinawa Cultural Center on March 
16. Jon was accompanied by his parents, David and 
Karen Nakamatsu of San Jose, Calif., and from Honolulu, 
his uncle Robert and aunt Barbara Nakamatsu, aunt 
Deanna Hiraoka, cousin Leanne Eguchi and Leanne’s 
daughter, Tori Eguchi. He had a chance to meet some of 
our MOKK members and tour our kaikan. Our thanks to 
MOKK President Todd Hondo for organizing the reception.

OUR CLUBS . . . OUR FUTURE

Jisuke Nishihara

Naeko Komesu 

Herbert Kobayashi

“Warabincha Award” recipients — Hui Okinawa’s future leaders.

Hui Okinawa President Carolyn Oki with 
Member of the Year Bernard Sagawa.
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Jon’s Maui debut performance the following evening 
in the Castle Theatre of the Maui Arts & Cultural Center 

was spectacular. He received two standing ovations. 
In the audience were many proud members of Maui’s 
Uchinanchu community. Jon also had a chance to meet 
a few of his mother’s cousins for the first time after his 
recital.

GINOWAN SHIJIN KAI . . . by Ellen Higa and Jane Sakima
Shigehiko Shiramizu, a sociology professor at 

Musashi University in Tokyo — and a member of the 
Hawaii Ginowan Shijin Kai — and his students made 
and sold andagi at Musashi University’s International 
Festival last November. For the past two summers, Prof. 
Shiramizu — “Shige” to his many Hawai‘i friends — has 
brought Musashi University students to Hawaii on a 
study tour. While here, he and the students participate 
in the Okinawan Festival. They gained experience mix-
ing and cooking andagi and took their newly learned 
skills back to Tokyo where they shared a little bit of 
Okinawan culture with their school community.

YOUNG OKINAWANS OF HAWAII . . . by Val Zukeran
It’s already been a very busy, crazy and fun start of 

the year for the Young Okinawans of Hawaii. The annu-

al shinnen enkai was held at Luana Hills Country Club 
on Feb. 23 with a program that kept each attendee 
laughing from start to finish. The atmosphere was awe-
some, the food was good, the games were so crazy and 
fun, the nasty jokes were just hilarious, the video show 
was definitely one-of-a-kind, and the round of golf 
ended our memorable get-together. Whew! Our very 
own president, Mr. Golden Boy, whoops! — I mean Mr. 
Bill Akamine — lost a record 18 balls on the course that 
day — and that was only playing 12 holes! Way to go, Bill!

The “YOH Shishi Crew” has also been busy perform-
ing at the HUOA, Chatan and Yomitan shinnen enkai, 
HUOA volleyball opening, Rinken Teruya reception 
sponsored by Akemi Martin (Ryukukoku Matsuri Daiko) 
and the Honolulu Festival parade. Amazingly, Jon 
Itomura (Shishi-Head) and Eric Nitta (Shishi-Butt) made 
the one mile-plus parade trek down Kalakaua without 
dropping dead — especially Eric because his face had 
to be in Jon’s butt the whole way. (YOH extends its sin-
cerest thanks to the family of the late Tosuke Akamine 
for generously allowing the Okinawan community to 
use their shishi.)

The Honolulu Festival parade was also a great event 
that brought us together with the ladies of the Paranku 
Clubs of Hawaii (Sensei Violet Ogawa) and allowed 
our members to get another taste of the Okinawan 
culture. There were 25 members on the bus that day. 
Some of us performed eisa, some of us dressed in the 
traditional kimono/horse costume, some carried the 
YOH banner, some accompanied the shishi and some 
just strolled with the true Okinawan spirit. This is just 
the start of what we will be doing this year. For anyone 
who is interested in good times, great friendships and 
an opportunity to experience different aspects of the 
Okinawan culture, you’ll definitely find it with this inno-
vative, crazy, spirited club.

Here are some of the events in the planning for the 
upcoming months. Anyone needing more information 
can contact Val Zukeran at 235-5620.

• Children’s paranku drum-making;
• Hapi coat, kimono and uchikake: learn to make 

your own for yourself, your children and grandchildren;
• Trip to Las Vegas scheduled for June 16-21!!! Way to 

go David Arakaki for all the planning;
• “Iron Chef ” get-together with Hui O Laulima’s 

ladies. A fun way to get to know some of the nicest 
people and at the same time have our members experi-
ence this cultural aspect. Amazingly, a lot of us don’t 
even know how to cook, unless it 
comes out of a can or package, so this 
will definitely be a crazy event!

• Members’ “field trip” to our very 
own Keith Nakaganeku’s Okinawan bon 
dance  to experience their positive and 
fun style of celebrating obon season;

Musashi University students cooking andagi in Tokyo.

Jon Nakamatsu with Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai officers Jan 
Matsushita, Wendy Tamashiro, Traci Fujita Villarosa, Todd Hondo 
and Bob Yonahara.

OUR CLUBS . . . OUR FUTURE
• Bon dance practices for our performances will be 

announced; and
• Movie nights, ice skating, cosmic bowling and hiking 

also in the planning, in addition to the regular YOH 
activities.

The 2002 sports awards were presented at the January installation 
banquet. Accepting the trophies were: Kaaren Takara, representing 
Minami Nakagusuku, winner of the Inamine Cup for the best club 
score in the HUOA golf tournament; golf grand champion Russell 
McGarry; Reid Yamashiro from Hui Makaala for softball; Jane 
Serikaku from Minami Nakagusuku for volleyball; and Bowling 
League President Tomomi Shimabukuro.

HUOA President George Tamashiro presented the Mixed Handicap 
Bowling League trophy to the first place team, DUSHI-GUA-TA, 
at the recently held bowling banquet. From left, the winning 
DUSHI-GUA-TA members: Kay Katsuko O’Brien, Ann Kiyoko 
Arakaki, HUOA’s George Tamashiro, team captain Terry Tamanaha, 
Cynthia Chiyoko Ueunten and Donna Fumiko Oshiro. The league 
also installed its new officers at the banquet. They are: Germaine 
Kiyomoto-Isara, president; Carl Nakata, vice president; Vanessa 
Kroll, secretary; and Edjardo Olegario, treasurer.

SPORTS



16 Uchinanchu April/May 2003 Uchinanchu 17April/May 2003

Kai, Bito Doshi Kai and Hui O Laulima. Zukemura, who 
has served twice as kyodan president, is a member of 
Yonabaru Chojin Kai and is a former HUOA president.

Former HUOA president Dr. Albert Miyasato was 
among six individuals honored as a “Living Treasure of 
Hawaii” by the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii in 
February. Miyasato, who served as 2000 HUOA presi-
dent, was recognized for his contributions to public 
education as a teacher, principal and deputy superinten-
dent; to enhancing U.S.-Japan relations as a translator 
for the commander-in-chief for CINCPAC at Camp Smith; 
and to the community through his involvement in the 
Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii, United Japanese 
Society of Hawaii, Hawaii Kimono Cultural Foundation, 
and Urasenke Foundation of Hawaii, among others. He 
is an active member of Jikoen Hongwanji Mission, past 
president of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, 
and a member of the Board of Trustees of the new 
Pacific Buddhist Academy.

Also honored as “Living Treasures” were: 
• Mary Lou Kekuewa: feather lei artist and teacher;
• Beatrice “Beebe” Freitas: associate artistic director 

of the Hawaii Opera Theatre and Honolulu Symphony 
musician;

• Dr. Margaret Oda: former Honolulu District 
Superintendent of the Department of Education and 
community and education advocate;

• Ted Tsukiyama: attorney and nationally recognized 
arbitrator-mediator; veteran of the Varsity Victory 
Volunteers, 442nd Regimental Combat Team and the 
Military Intelligence Service; World War II historian and 
bonsai enthusiast;

• Masaru “Pundy” Yokouchi: first chair of the State 
Foundation on Culture and the Arts, lifelong supporter 
and advocate of culture and arts programs, and a major 
force in the building of the Maui Arts & Cultural Center.

Lindsey Libed, an Iolani School senior, was selected 
Hawaii’s Junior Miss at the Feb. 2 competition held on 
the Kamehameha Schools campus. Lindsey, who is the 
daughter of Lois Shimabukuro-Miyake and Oscar Libed, 

and the granddaughter of 
Ginoza Sonjin Kai members 
Gary and Sue Shimabukuro, 
will represent Hawai‘i in the 
America’s Junior Miss compe-
tition in June. 

In addition to winning the 
title, Lindsey won $7,500 in 
cash scholarships, including 
a $500 fitness award, a $500 
talent award, and a $500 
spirit award. She was also 
the overall poise winner, for 
which she received a $1,000 

scholarship award. In the national competition, she 
will have the opportunity to win a share of more than 
$175,000 in cash scholarships. Lindsey plans to enroll 
at Stanford University this fall.

Lindsey attended Ginoza Sonjin Kai’s shinnen enkai 
where she chanted and danced the hula kahiko number 
that she performed in the Hawaii’s Junior Miss competi-
tion. She is a hula student with Na Pualei O Liko Lehua. 

Also winners in the Hawaii’s Junior Miss competition 
were: Jennifer Light (Moanalua High), 1st runner-up; 
Lisa Lu (Sacred Hearts Academy), 2nd runner-up; Jenna 
Teruya (Iolani), 3rd runner-up; and Katherine Gelber 
(Punahou), 4th runner-up. The America’s Junior Miss 
competition will be telecast live from Mobile, Ala., at 9 
p.m. on June 28, on PAX-TV.

Kochinda Chojin Kai member Violet Isara was select-
ed 2002 Volunteer of the Year for the Lanakila Multi-
Purpose Senior Center, where she was described as a 
“shining example of the energetic and generous vol-
unteer spirit of Lanakila” and “a role model” of how to 
celebrate life. Isara represented Lanakila in the Mayor’s 
Outstanding Senior Volunteer Recognition program last 
December. 

A member of Lanakila’s Okinawan Nenchosha Club 
and the Japanese Cultural Club, Isara began volunteer-
ing at Lanakila in 1992. In the decade since, she has 
given over 1,576 hours of service to the Center, where 
she greets members and visitors at the Front Desk or 
assists members and staff with a variety of tasks.

In April 1997, Isara also began volunteering weekly at 
the Blood Bank of Hawaii, where she tends to donors’ 

needs after they have donated 
their life-saving blood, serving 
them refreshments and encour-
aging them to continue sup-
porting the community as blood 
donors. According to the Blood 
Bank, Isara’s weekly service has 
made a difference in the lives of 
more than 73,000 people.

Violet Isara gives her time 
and energy to the Lanakila 
Multi-purpose Senior Center 
and the Blood Bank of Hawai‘i 
despite her own personal health 

and mobility challenges. Her selection as Lanakila’s 
2002 Volunteer of the Year was also recognized by the 
Honolulu City Council last December.

Fumiko Yoshimoto was recently installed as presi-
dent of the Jikoen Hongwanji Mission congregation. 
She succeeds Richard Zukemura as president of the 
kyodan, which is ministered to by Rev. Bruce Nakamura. 
Yoshimoto is the first woman to serve as president of 

the Jikoen kyodan. She and her husband Brian Yasuhide 
have been Jikoen members for about 15 years. 

Serving with Yoshimoto will be Lily Horio, vice presi-
dent; Richard Zukemura, immediate past president; 
Janet Sasaki, secretary; Shinyu Kiyuna, treasurer; Natsue 
Kaneshiro, assistant treasurer; and advisors Takejiro 
Higa, Colbert Matsumoto, Albert Miyasato, Chiyoko 
Shiroma and Hiroshi Tamayori.

Fumiko Yoshimoto is a member of Gushikawa Shijin 

KARII! . . . CONGRATULATIONS!

KALIHI VALLEY REUNION SET FOR APRIL 27
Old-time residents of Kalihi Valley and “Kam IV Road” 

are encouraged to turn out for what is being billed 
as “the last Kalihi Valley/ Kam IV Road Reunion.” The 
get-together of friends and neighbors will be held on 
Sunday, April 27, at Masa’s Cafeteria (910 Mapunapuna), 
beginning at 11 a.m.

The reunion will be an opportunity for present and 
former residents of Kalihi Valley and Kam IV Road to 
come together and share memories of the once-bus-
tling community of pig and vegetable farms. Lower 
Kalihi Valley was a predominantly Uchinanchu com-
munity from 1920 until about 1956. The organizers are 
encouraging Kalihi Valley old-timers to bring their chil-
dren and grandchildren to the reunion for this oppor-
tunity to learn about their parents’ and grandparents’ 
lives in Kalihi Valley.

Lunch is $20; reservations are requested by April 17. 
Those interested in attending are asked to call: Toki 
Okudara, 839-2994; Claude Zukeran, 839-7139; or John 
Yamaguchi, 845-6388. 

KARIYUSHI XIV SET FOR MAY 4
The 14th Kariyushi Variety Show will be held on 

Sunday, May 4, at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. The 
program, a benefit for the Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association, will begin at 8:45 a.m. Proceeds are used 
to fund improvements to the Hawaii Okinawa Center.

One of the highlights of the program will be the 
Third Annual Red and White Kariyushi Karaoke Taikai. 
The captains of the women’s and men’s teams, respec-
tively, are Clarice Kumura and Larry Fukumoto. The 
two 15-member teams will vie for the perpetual team 
trophy. Also on the program will be classical Japanese 
dancing by the Onoe Kikunobu Dance Company as well 

Lindsey Libed

Violet Isara

From left: Jikoen Hongwanji Mission resident minister Rev. Bruce 
Nakamura, immediate past president Richard Zukemura, Jikoen kyo-
dan president Fumiko Yoshimoto, Bishop Chikai Yosemori and Jikoen 
kyodan vice president Lily Horio.

The 2003 Living Treasures: (from left) Mary Lou Kekuewa, Masaru 
“Pundy” Yokouchi, Albert Miyasato, Ted Tsukiyama, Margaret Oda,  
and Beatrice “Beebe” Freitas. (Photo courtesy of Chikako Nago)

as performances by several Uchinanchu families and 
youth and other special highlights.

Tickets are $15 and includes a bento and soft drink. 
For tickets, contact Edna Nakaguma, 841-4795; Pat Doi, 
396-6117; or Chieko Sasaki, 677-6193. The program is 
being chaired by Nelson Yoshioka, with Kariyushi origi-
nator, Dorothy Shiroma Hoe, serving as advisor.

JON NAKAMATSU SET FOR MAY 27 CONCERT AT 
BLAISDELL

World renowned — and 100 percent Uchinanchu — 
pianist Jon Nakamatsu will return to his “second home” 
for a concert with the Honolulu Symphony on Tuesday, 
May 27, at the Blaisdell Concert Hall. The 7:30 p.m. con-
cert will be the 1997 Van Cliburn Gold Medalist’s second 
in Hawai‘i this year. In March, he thrilled a Maui audience 
with a solo recital at the Maui Arts & Cultural Center.

In June 1997, at the age of 26, Jon Nakamatsu 
became the first American in 16 years to capture top 
honors in the Van Cliburn International Piano 
Competition — the only competitor without conserva-
tory training. A high school German teacher at the time, 
he put his teaching career on hold to pursue his first 
love — performing classical music on the concert tour. 

Nakamatsu graduated from Stanford University with 
a bachelor’s degree in German Studies and earned his 
master’s in education. He began studying piano at the 
age of 6 and has three recordings. 

Jon Nakamatsu’s family roots are in Hawai‘i and 
Okinawa. His maternal grandmother, Chiyoko Maeda, 
is a member of Chatan-Kadena Sonjin Kai and an active 
member of the Jikoen Hongwanji Mission. His parents, 
David and Karen Nakamatsu of San Jose, were born and 
raised in Hawai‘i. 

Nakamatsu will perform works by Wolfl, Schubert, 

Mendelssohn and Liszt, and a piece by Milhand and 
Debussy with pianist Lisa Nakamichi. For ticket informa-
tion, call the Honolulu Symphony at (808) 792-2000.

OKINAWAN DANCE DRAMA TO BE STAGED AT HOC
“Guin Ati” — loosely translated “Because we had 

this opportunity to meet . . .” — is the theme of an 
Okinawan drama and dance performance that will be 
staged Sunday, June 8, at the Hawaii Okinawa Center. 
The 2 p.m. performance is a benefit for the Hawaii 
United Okinawa Association and will feature Iemoto 
(Grand Master) Setsuko Tamagusuku Sensei, founder of 
the Tamagusuku Ryu Shosetsu Kai and members of her 
Okinawa Academy. They will perform many newly cho-
reographed dances. Hawai‘i musicians will provide the 
music for the performance, with uta sanshin (sanshin 
and vocals) by the Nomura Ryu Ongaku Kyo Kai - Hawaii 
Chapter and Nidaime Teishin Kai - Hawaii Shibu. They 
will be joined by the Miyashiro Soho Kai on koto, Lynn 
Miyashiro on fue, Allison Yanagi on kuucho  and Terry 
Higa Sensei on taiko.

The audience will also be treated to playwright 
Kooshu Oyadomari’s Okinawan-language drama, 
“Nakagusuku Jouwa,” which will be staged by Kazuko 
Izumi, Za-Cho (leader) and her theatrical troupe, 
Gekidan Hanazono. Set in the Nakagusuku countryside, 
the drama is a bittersweet love story involving a hand-
some lord from the samurai class, a young peasant 
woman, and her betrothed — also from Nakagusuku’s 
peasant class. The performance will mark the Gekidan 
Hanazono troupe’s 15th anniversary.

Pre-sale tickets for the performance are $10 ($15 at 
the door on the concert day). An Aloha Party for the 
guests from Okinawa will be held after the performance 
(about 5 p.m.). Tickets for the Aloha Party are $15. For 
more information, call the HUOA office at 676-5400.

SHORT TAKES



16 Uchinanchu April/May 2003 Uchinanchu 17April/May 2003

by Karen Kuba-Hori
Hui O Laulima, Okinawa City-Goeku Son

The summer of 2002 will be remembered as the time HUOA went statewide 
with Okinawan cultural programs. Over 150 participants from the islands of 
Hawaii, Kaua‘i, Moloka‘i, Lāna‘i and Maui were exposed to different aspects of 
our beautiful Ryukyuan culture. HUOA has always recognized the unavailability of 
Okinawan courses and trained performing arts teachers for our outer islands. In 
1999, HUOA received a matching grant from the State Foundation on Culture and 
the (SFCA) to produce two programs 
that would spread our Okinawan culture 
to the neighbor islands.

Our statewide coordinator was HUOA 
staff member Karen Kuba-Hori.

The first program developed was 
aptly called, “Warabi Ashibi, Okinawan 
Cultural Day Camp.” Seventy-seven chil-
dren from Hawai‘i, Kaua‘i and Maui were 
treated to mini classes in various aspects our Okinawan culture in a day camp 
environment. Patterned after Oahu’s successful day camp program, member clubs 
Hui Okinawa (Hawai‘i), Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai and Hui Alu (Kauai) spearheaded 
the planning, organization and co-sponsorship of their camp. All programs were 
designed and reflective of the needs of their community. Coordinators selected 
different projects and cultural art forms they wanted their campers to experience. 
Lessons included history, ikebana, taiko (Maui and Hawai‘i), 
paranku drumming, odori (Kaua‘i), origami, cooking, pottery, 
swordsmanship (Maui), language, and plantation games.

Ruby Maekawa and Margaret Torigoe directed Hawai‘i’s 
program. Over 65 adult and youth volunteers assisted them. 
Hawai‘i’s five-day camp was held at the Honpa Hongwanji Hilo 
Betsuin YBA Hall. Special highlights from their camp included 
taiko drum lessons, purchasing items at the “Harumamun 
Plantation Store,” viewing an authentic haari boat and picnic 
games.

Heading north from the Big Island, Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai developed an 
intense three-day program for their campers. Coordinators Christine Hondo, Jan 
Matsushita, Mark Miyahira, Jana Molina and Traci Fujita Villarosa, along with their 
15 volunteers, created a fun learning atmosphere for Maui. Maui unique program-
ming included training on “real” taiko drums and iaido (swordsmanship). 

Not to be outdone, Kaua‘i created a five-day program for their children at the 
Kukui Grove Park and Pavilion. Coordinator Bernadette Sakoda and her staff cre-
ated for Kaua‘i campers a program including an exciting old-style excursion at a 
Plantation Museum and Farm. Participants had to walk to the site. 

Was this program a success? Overwhelmingly, YES. All islands reported that the 

campers all enjoyed their experience with the program and are looking forward to 
participating this year. One Maui parent wrote, “The children enjoyed the activi-
ties and were excited about going. My daughter wanted the camp to be longer 
because she enjoyed going.” A Kaua‘i parent commented on her child’s experi-
ence: “As parents, we thought that this camp was an excellent opportunity for our 
child to learn about different cultures and the experiences that our child had at 
camp exceeded our expectations!”

Of course, the success of this program could not have occurred without the 
generous volunteer support and in-kind donations each camp received. Hui Alu, 
Hui Okinawa and Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai and their staff should be applauded for 
their enthusiasm and courage that created an Okinawan Day Camp for their island. 

HUOA’s second program was called “More than Andagi II — Okinawan 
Cultural Workshops. Patterned after a grant 
we received four years ago, “Andagi” allowed 
a community to introduce themselves to one 
Okinawan performing arts discipline — prov-
ing that Okinawan culture was more than just 
Okinawan doughnuts. Coordinators from Kaua‘i, 
Maui, Moloka‘i, Lāna‘i and Hawai‘i selected a 
workshop/teacher that their community wanted. 
Sensei from O‘ahu were then invited to teach 
two four-day workshops for each program. 

Artisans participating in the program were: 
Calvin Nakama Sensei (taiko, Lāna‘i and odaiko, Kaua‘i); Violet Ogawa Sensei and 

assistant Betty Doi (paranku, Hawai‘i); Cheryl Nakasone Sensei and 
assistant Grace Carmichael (odori); and Allison Yanagi (eisa, Moloka‘i).

For many of the participants, the workshops provided an Okinawan 
energy boost. Allison Yanagi wrote: “Most of the ladies were not of 
Okinawan ethnicity, although many were aware of Okinawan culture. 
Because Molokai seemed to have very little exposure to Okinawan 
culture, in terms of foods, cultural activities, performing arts and 
cultural events, my impression of Okinawan cultural awareness on 
Moloka‘i was that it was rather limited . . . . By the end of the ses-

sions, the women were eager to dance and their constant laughter showed their 
enjoyment. One women even expressed interest in having more Okinawan cultural 
activities on Moloka‘i so as to expand people’s knowledge of Okinawan culture 
and society . . . . The ladies were very positive about their experiences and many 
expressed their desire for more opportunities to learn about Okinawa.”

The success of this program was due to the diligent efforts of our island coor-
dinators: Alan Hiranaka, Kaua‘i; Karen Harada, Moloka‘i; Neal Tamashiro, Lāna‘i; 
Nancy Nakaishi, Hawai‘i; and Helen Kawahara, Maui.

Through the efforts and successes of these programs we believe that our 
Okinawan culture will be perpetuated for our future generations.

OKINAWAN CULTURE GOES STATEWIDE WITH SFCA GRANT

O‘AHU
When:  Monday, June 9 to Friday, June 13
Hours:  9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Where:  Hawaii Okinawa Center
Who:  Children ages  8 to 13
Registration:  $65 (discount for multiple-child households: 
$120 for 2 children, $175 for 3 children)
Contact:  Thelma Arakawa @ HUOA, (808) 395-7769

“WARABI ASHIBI – CHILDREN AT PLAY” 2003 HUOA Okinawan Cultural Day Camps for Kids

JD Termite

MAUI
When:  Wednesday, June 11 to Saturday, June 14
Hours:  9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Where:  Maui Okinawa Cultural Center
Who:  Children ages 7 – 12
Registration:  $25 for children of Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai 
members; $35 for all others
Contact:  Betty Yamashiro, Maui Okinawa Cultural Center, 
(808) 242-1560

KAUA‘I
Plans currently being developed
Contact:  Gary Uyeunten @ (808) 332-8111

HAWAI‘I: 
When:  Tuesday, June 10 to Saturday, June 14
Hours:  9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Where:  Honpa Hongwanji Hilo Betsuin YBA Hall
Who:  Children ages 8 – 13
Registration:  $50 per child — $90 for two children in one 
family. Only 40 children will be accepted — first-come, first-
served. Registration deadline: April 30 
Activities:  Okinawan music, dance, language, cooking, his-
tory and storytelling, plantation games, Okinawan/Japanese 
arts and crafts
Contact:  Call Ruby Maekawa, (808) 959-4855

Adult and youth volunteers are needed to serve as leaders, resource persons, aides, etc. Please call your respective island coordinator if you 
are able to volunteer.



18 Uchinanchu April/May 2003 Uchinanchu 19April/May 2003

by June H. Arakawa
Tamagusuku Sonjin Kai, Nishihara Chojin Kai, Hui O 
Laulima and Okinawan Genealogical Society of Hawaii

Sadly, our Issei pioneers have been passing on one by 
one. Earlier this year the Okinawan community lost one 
of its great pioneers — Katsumi Hokama. Mr. Hokama 
passed away on January 26, 2003, at the age of 97. 

Born November 24, 1905, in Yonashiro Village, 
Okinawa, Mr. Hokama shared his many talents through-
out his life, particularly in the area of the Okinawan 
performing arts. He was a “pioneer” in many respects, 
introducing Hawai‘i’s first Okinawan radio program on 
KAHU in September 1947. It was not a money-mak-
ing venture by any means. Rather, the radio program 
was a means for him to share his love for and pride 
in the Okinawan culture with Hawaii’s radio listeners. 
Mr. Hokama used his air time to appeal to the public 
to support the relief efforts to help war-torn Okinawa. 
As secretary for the Okinawa Reconstruction Relief 
Organization, whose projects included raising funds in 
Hawai‘i to send hogs to Okinawa, he kept meticulous 
records. When Japan’s NHK (Nippon Housou Kyoku) 
produced a video documentary several years ago about 
the 500 hogs that were shipped to Okinawa after the 
war, the interviewer was amazed at Mr. Hokama’s sharp 
memory and knowledge of this important relief project. 
The producer made an excellent video which docu-
ments the history of this undertaking based on vital, 
first-hand information from Mr. Hokama. The video 
received two national awards in Japan.

I met Katsumi Hokama for the first time in 1947, 
after returning to Hawai‘i from Japan. That was the year 

he started Hawaii’s first Okinawan radio program. I 
was extremely honored to be asked to assist him in his 
undertaking, which turned out to be a valuable expe-
rience for me, for it introduced me to the Okinawan 
musical culture in Hawai‘i. 

Katsumi Hokama was multi-talented: He was a 
writer of fiction and stage plays; he made stage props, 
worked as a stage hand, played the sanshin and even 
worked for a time as a newspaper reporter. He was 
entrepreneurial — the 
owner of the Toyo Shoe 
Store located in the old 
Yamashiro Hotel, formerly 
located at the corner 
of Beretania Street and 
College Walk. He also 
worked for Honolulu Sake 
& Ice Company, making 
Diamond Shoyu. His wife 
died when their four 
children were still very 
young, so Mr. Hokama 
raised them as a single 
parent. They grew up to be worthy citizens in the com-
munity.

In addition to his role as a radio announcer, Mr. 
Hokama wrote the lyrics to over 50 Okinawan folk 
songs and even composed the music for some of them. 
He wrote a song commemorating the 90th anniversary 
of Okinawan immigration to Hawai‘i, which later, with 
Mr. Hokama’s permission, was revised and published in 
“To Our Issei,” the commemorative booklet celebrat-
ing the centennial of Okinawan immigration to Hawai‘i. 

As an immigrant, Mr. Hokama toiled under the hot 
sun of the sugar plantations, so his lyrics were signifi-
cantly meaningful and expressed the sentiments of our 
pioneers. The following is an interpretation of one of 
the verses in his commemorative song, “Hawaii Imin 
Hyakunensai Ondo”:

Kibi no hana saku
Rakuen no ALOHA no shima ni utsuri kite
Tsukihi wa yume to sugi yukedo
Shodai no kuro-wa mi wo musubu

Like a dream, one hundred years have passed
Since Okinawans first came to toil in Hawai‘i’s plan-
tations

Like blossoms from the past, we enjoy
Fruits of their hardships and labor

Mr. Hokama is survived by sons Melvin (Louise) of Las 
Vegas and Paul (Ellen) of Torrance, Calif., and daughters 
Jean (Bill) Roseman of San Jose, Calif., and Irene (Albert) 
Kauwe of Honolulu. He also had three grandsons: 
Chad (Lori) Hokama, and Blaine and Grant Kauwe; and 
a great-granddaughter, Jillian Hokama. He also leaves 
behind sisters Alice Oharu (Miyaaki) Takahashi and 
Nancy (Ronald) Sakuma and nieces and nephews.

Katsumi Hokama was a humble man whose pride in 
the Okinawan culture and commitment and efforts to 
perpetuate the Okinawan performing arts in Hawai‘i 
exemplified the Uchinanchu spirit. Countless numbers 
in our community join me in saying, “Thank you and 
Aloha, Mr. Katsumi Hokama.”

REMEMBERING KATSUMI HOKAMA

by Karleen C. Chinen
Bito Doshi Kai

As Kenichi Shimabukuro watches America wage war 
with Iraq on television, he 
is reminded of another war 
fought in another faraway 
land — one that touched 
his family more than three 
decades ago. 

On August 22, 1968, 
Kenichi Shimabukuro 
lost his kid brother to 
the Vietnam War. Marine 
Gunnery Sgt. Kenyu 
Shimabukuro, a Bronze 
Star recipient, was four 
months shy of his 34th 
birthday when he was killed in Quang Ngai province 
in South Vietnam. Shimabukuro was a member of an 
advisory team traveling in an armored personnel carrier 
when it came under artillery fire, killing him instantly. 
Sgt. Shimabukuro’s remains were returned to his family 
in Hilo, where he is interred at the veterans cemetery.

Last August, 34 years after Sgt. Shimabukuro’s death, 
a street in a new housing project at Marine Corps Base 
Hawai‘i was named in memory of the Hawai‘i marine. 
Streets were also named for two other Hawai‘i marines 
killed in 1968: Marine Sgt. Sisifo Faleafine and Marine 
Sgt. William Kekahuna, both of Honolulu. Faleafine, 25, 
was killed in action in January 1968; Kekahuna in May 
1968 at the age of 29.

The Shimabukuro family, now living in Hilo and 
Honolulu, along with members of the Kekahuna and 
Faleafine families, gathered at the newly constructed 
Pa Honua housing area for junior enlisted families on 
Aug. 26 for the formal unveiling of the street signs: 
Shimabukuro Place, Feleafine Place and Kekahuna 
Place. The $40.9 million, 184-unit family housing proj-
ect skirts the edge of Mokapu Peninsula near Ft. Hase 

beach. The project consists of 172 three-bedroom units 
and 12 four-bedroom units which were ready to be 
occupied. All came with central air conditioning and 
private garages.

Kenyu Shimabukuro was born Dec. 30, 1934, and 
grew up in Amaulu Camp, just outside of Hilo along the 
Hamakua coast of the Big Island of Hawai‘i. He was the 
fourth of Chota and Uta Shimabukuro’s seven children. 

The couple had immigrated to Hawaii from Gushikawa 
and worked for Mauna Kea Sugar Company. Chota 
Shimabukuro died in 1957; his wife was still alive when 
military officials came to her door in early September 
with the sad news that her son had been killed.

Kenyu was a sickly child, although his health 
improved as he got older, recalled Kenichi, the eldest 
of the Shimabukuro children. Kenichi, 77, is the only 
one in the family who remained on the Big Island. He 
said Kenyu was nicknamed “Black Knee,” because his 
knees were always black after a day of playing. Kenyu 
graduated from Hilo High School in 1951 and attended 
vocational technical school. Shy and soft-spoken, he 
never married, choosing instead to live his life in the 
military. He enlisted initially in the Army National Guard 
and later in the Marine Corps. He told his family that 
he planned to make the Marine Corps his career. On 
his annual furloughs, Kenyu returned to Hilo to visit 
his family. Kenichi recalls receiving letters periodically 
from his younger brother who was two months shy of 
completing his second tour of combat duty in Vietnam 
and had begun the process to re-enlist for his third tour 
when he was killed in 1968.

Thirty-three years later, in August of 2001, the Marine 
Corps approached the Shimabukuro family, asking for 
permission to name a street in the Pa Honua area after 
their fallen brother. Sadly, Uta Shimabukuro had died 
just four months earlier at the age of 97.

“We were surprised,” Kenichi Shimabukuro, a Hui 
Okinawa member told Uchinanchu from Hilo. “We 
couldn’t believe it, but we were very honored.”

The naming of the streets is part of the Marine 
Corps’ Commemorative Naming Program to honor 
Marines killed in action. The dedication of the streets 
included a blessing by Rev. Sherman Thompson of the 
Kamehameha Schools.

Sgt. Kenyu Shimabukuro’s family members include 
brothers Kenichi of Hilo and Herbert Kiyoshi of 
Honolulu, and sisters Carol Hideko Kamida, Elaine 
Tomiko Oshiro, Peggy Yaeko Matsuse and Barbara 
Tanaka, all of whom reside in Honolulu.

UCHINANCHU MARINE MEMORIALIZED WITH STREET NAME

Marine Gunnery Sgt. Kenyu 
Shimabukuro

Family members of Marine Gunnery Sgt. Kenyu Shimabukuro 
stand proudly under the street named in memory of their brother: 
Shimabukuro Place. (Photo courtesy of Kenichi Shimabukuro)
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Saying “Thank You Very Much” in 
Uchinaaguchi isn’t as Simple as “Mahalo 
Nui Loa”

After the publication of the October-November 2002 
issue of Uchinanchu, the HUOA received an intriguing 
inquiry from a reader regarding the proper spelling and 
usage of a commonly used Okinawan phrase meaning 
“Thank You Very Much.”

We are fifth generation part-Okinawans and read your 
paper sent to our grandparents.

Re: Page 4 and 5 (Issue 89, October-November 2002), 
President’s Message: the “thank you” is spelled differently 
in the two mentions: “Ippe Nifee Deebiru” and “Ippe Nihwe 
Debiru.” We have also seen “Nihei” — which is the correct 
and proper spelling? Please print the correct spelling for us 
in your next paper. Arigato.

Uchinanchu decided to solicit the views of four indi-
viduals who are knowledgeable about the Okinawan 
language: University of the Ryukyus professor Masahide 
Ishihara, HUOA Uchinaaguchi class instructor Grant 
“Sandaa” Murata Sensei, Clarence Nakasone of the 
Nakasone Dance Academy and Dr. Leon Serafim, 
Ryukyuan language expert at the University of Hawai‘i 
at Mānoa.

As you will see by reading on, the answer is a rather 
complex one. In fact, you may just want to take your 
pick of spellings and hope that the subject of your 
thanks appreciates the gesture more than its packaging. 
Regardless, the views shared by the four respondents 
provide some insight into a complex and evolving lan-
guage we all love.

AN OKINAWAN DILEMMA

by MASAHIDE ISHIHARA

Traditionally and phonetically, It should be “ippee 
nihwee deebiru.” “hw” is pronounced as a bilabial 
fricative (the sound of “wh” in “when” or “who”). 
Although we don’ t have a labio-dental sound /f/ in 
the Okinawan dialect,  we often have a transcription 
like “nifee.”  The “f ” here should be pronounced, as 
a bilabial fricative,  not a labio-dental fricative (i.e., 
/f/). This is truly a confusion to English speakers like 
your reader.  

Furthermore, “ippee nihwee deebiru” is a phrase 
of Shuri Dialect. Some dialects — Naha, for example 
— has “nihee” instead of “nihwee.”

Masahide Ishihara is an Associate Professor in the 
Department of Languages and Culture at the University 
of the Ryukyus. He has authored many publications in lin-
guistics and language policy and is a member of Ryudai’s 
Academic Research Group.

by GRANT “SANDAA” MURATA

I do not purport to be an expert in Okinawan lan-
guage, nor am I a native speaker of the language. 
However, I believe that Okinawan language, or 
Uchina-guchi, has been neglected for too long and for 
many of the same  reasons why the native Hawaiian 
people lost a working knowledge of their language. 
Many of the words, expressions and folklore have 
been lost with the passing of the Issei generation 
and may never be retrieved. And yet, many Uchina-
guchi words and expressions have withstood the 
test of time here in Hawai‘i and in other areas where 
Okinawan immigrants settled. At the request of 
Uchinanchu, I offer my observations and personal 
preference on the spelling of “Ippe- nifwe- de-biru.”

Many Okinawan scholars have chosen to use the 
romanized spelling of Uchina-guchi developed by 
the late Iha Fuyu Sensei. His style of romanization 
has come to be used as the standard when roman-
izing Uchina-guchi. I agree that this standardization 
serves a much-needed purpose. However in the 
HUOA’s Uchina-guchi class, which I teach on the third 
Monday of each month at the Hawaii Okinawa Center, 
I have chosen to use a spelling that I feel helps the 
students grasp the pronunciation of the words faster 
and with more ease. Hence, I offer this spelling.

I have chosen to represent the extended “e” 
sound in the words “ippe-” and “de-biru” with a 
hyphen. The Hawaiian language extends its vowels 
with a kahako, or macron, over the extended vowel. 
Although some people may disagree with this rep-
resentation, I decided to use it after studying the 
Japanese katakana characters which use a vertical 
hyphen to lengthen vowel sounds. It is a rather 

unorthodox method, but it has helped the students 
in the Uchina-guchi class better understand the 
sound and pronunciation of long vowels.

As for my understanding of the meaning and ori-
gin, I have heard and read so many variations of the 
meaning and origin that I cannot even begin to refer-
ence sources. However, one explanation is that “ippe-
” derived from the word “ippai” or “ichi hai (ikkai 
ogamu)” and “nifwe-” is derived from ”nihai (nikai 
ogamu).”

The kanji for “hai” means “to pray” and refers to 
putting your two hands together in prayer, bow-
ing your head low, and raising your hands up to the 
gods, as if in prayer. “Ichi hai” is once, ”nihai” is 
twice. “De-biru” is usually used to end a sentence 
which makes a statement. I use the translation that 
“ippe” refers to “an abundance,” or “a great deal;” 
“nifwe-” refers to “gratitude,” or “many thanks” 
—  and again, “de-biru” is making a statement ending 
the sentence. The latter is the explanation I use in 
our Uchina-guchi class. I believe that this translation 
is the standard and most accepted.

The most important thing to me is how well you 
pronounce the words. I have had the best results 
with this spelling of “ippe- nifwe- de-biru.” I don’t 
think our ancestors would mind the variations in the 
romanization of these words, just as long as when 
they are used, they come truly and honestly from 
your heart. So, happy speaking, and a big “Ippe- 
nifwe- de-biru!”

Besides teaching the HUOA’s Uchinaaguchi class, Grant 
“Sandaa” Murata Sensei heads the Hawaii shibu (chapter) 
of the Afuso-ryu Gensei Kai sanshin school and the Afuso-
ryu Hawaii Sandaa Kai.

by LEON A. SERAFIM

First of all, I will assume that other words for 
thanks are not at issue, such as kafuushi, or shiduuga-
fuu.

There is no legally mandated standard pronuncia-
tion in Okinawan, though there is a tendency to 
accept the language (actually several dialects) of the 
old Chuzan area — and therefore their pronunciation 
— as more or less standard.

This goes especially for the language of the Naha 
area. The traditional pronunciation of choice was that 
of the male aristocracy of Shuri, since it belonged 
to the most conservative layer of the highest-status 
dialect. Even to those males, that pronunciation was 
taught after they had learned the more widespread 
pronunciation. They were taught to distinguish 
between, for example, si and shi (written si and si, 
respectively, in Okinawago Jiten, which is actually a 
dictionary of male-aristocrat Shuri dialect), by learn-
ing the si cases word by word, while other just said 
shi for every word. (This is also the distinction in pro-
nunciation used in the literary language of Ryuka and 
Kumi-odori.)

They were also taught to replace one sound with 
another, where there was no difficulty in pronouncing 
the alternatives, such as with the word for “thanks,” 
nifee. (The archaic pronunciation is mifee, written with 
characters meaning either “exalted” or “beautiful” for 
the first syllable, both mi in Japanese, and “pray” for 
the second, pronounced hai or ... pai (in Japanese). 
Another example of m and n replacing each other 
(though this time n is the conservative one) is in 
verbs, such as the triplet yumyun ~ yumun ~ yunun 
“read,” with the last one having n where the others 
have m(y). All three were acceptable to the male aris-
tocrats, though the one in common use is yumun. 

Okinawans in the United States come from all 
over the area around Okinawa-Island, with its many 
and varied dialects. Some dialects have nifee, and 
others have nihee. The spelling hw is an alternate 
spelling (as in the Okinawago Jiten) for what I have 
written here as f, though this pronunciation is 
made with the two lips coming close together, as 
in Japanese, not as in English. (Let’s leave aside 
the Miyako f, which is like that of English.) Some 
dialects pronounce the “f” so lightly that it almost 
sounds like h, and this reflects the general tendency 
within the dialects/languages of Japan (including 
Ryukyuan [which includes Okinawan]) to “soften” 
an original sound p to f, then to h. (Let’s leave aside 
another softening that also occurs, but not in this 
word.)

The first word, ippe, is short for ippee, and in fact, 
it is normally pronounced with a glottal catch at 
the beginning of the word, a sound identical to the 
sound in Hawaiian written with the letter `.  Thus 
we might write it `ippee. This use of glottal sounds 
is typical of Okinawan.

About the long-vs.-short e(e): The sound e in 
Okinawan always originally comes from a long 
sound. (True also for o.) Here’s a typical sequence: 
ai > ee > ee ~ e > e. You won’t normally be con-
fused between long and short e(e), so shortening 
it doesn’t hurt anything, though the tendency in 
much of Okinawan is to pronounce the long vowels 
quite long. In fact, all long vowels are shortened in 
Ryuka recitation. As for your spelling ei in nihei: I’m 
unaware of a dialect that has ei in this case, though 
it’s easy enough to be ignorant of such things in 
dialect-rich Okinawa. However, the normal spelling 
of the sound ee in Japanese is ei, and so I’ll assume 
for the time being that any spelling nihei is influ-
enced by that non-Okinawan spelling convention. 
It’s not clear whether the writer of the short writ-
ten e meant to pronounce it short, or whether that 
was just “short”hand for the long ee. Probably the 
latter. (It’s common to leave off the macron from e, 
as well.) For example, I can’t say I’ve ever heard an 
actual pronunciation debiru in ordinary speech.

Thus we have “ippe(e) nife(e) / nihwe(e) / nihe(e) 
de(e)biru — thank you very much.” 

Leon Serafim is a Professor in the Department of East 
Asian Languages and Literature at the University of 
Hawai‘i at Mānoa, specializing in Ryukyuan language.

by CLARENCE T. NAKASONE

Ippee Ni-hwee Deebiru — Thank you very much.
• Ippee — very, extremely, highly
• Ni-hwee — thank you, and appreciated
Ni is an honorific prefix which signifies respect, to 
look up to, to honor
Hwee — bow respectfully
Ni — depending upon the words, Ni may turn into 
Mi which signifies same as Ni (for example: Mi-kazi: a 
beautiful figure or posture); Mi-hutuki: the Buddha
• Deebiru — it is, exist, there is (for example: Ii-soog-
wachi deebiru: a Happy New Year; Ii — good, excel-
lent; Soogwachi — new year; Deebiru — it is)

Therefore, Ippee Ni-hwee Deebiru is correct and is 
genuinely Uchinaaguchi. When you say Ippee Ni-
hwee Deebiru and bow respectfully, it shows your 
sincere thankful and heartfelt appreciation. Now you 
will feel much better.

Language is one of the most important aspects of 
our beautiful culture. It shoulders the responsibility 
of a culture’s legacy.

Clarence Nakasone of the Nakasone Dance Academy 
was born in Hawaii and raised in Okinawa. Because of 
his first-hand knowledge of the Okinawan language, he is 
often asked to share his knowledge of the language. Jimmy Iha bows deeply and respectfully in gratitude 

as he accepts a monetary donation for HUOA.
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The following is the tentative program schedule for “Hawaii Okinawa Today” for 
April, May and June. “Hawaii Okinawa Today” is a production of the HUOA’s video team. 
Programs air Monday evenings from 7 to 8 p.m. on ‘Olelo: The Corporation for 
Community Television (Oceanic Cable Channel 52).

The latest schedule information on “Hawaii Okinawa Today” is also available on the 
HUOA’s website — www.huoa.org — or by tuning in to Keiko Ura’s radio program on 
KZOO on Sundays from 4:30 to 5 p.m.

For more information on the HUOA video team, or “Hawaii Okinawa Today” pro-
grams, call Henry Isara at 595-2773 or e-mail him at henryisara@hotmail.com.

April 7: “Shinasaki” — Part 1 of a koto recital by the Jane Kaneshiro Sozan Kai,
  held April 19, 1998, at Leeward Community College Theatre. 
April 14:  “Shinasaki” — Part 2 of a koto recital by the Jane Kaneshiro Sozan Kai,
  held April 19, 1998, at Leeward Community College Theatre. 
April 21:  Part 2 of the Hawaii Okinawa Center’s 10th anniversary celebration,
  held June 10, 2000, at the Hawaii Okinawa Center.
April 28:  Premiere showing of Part 1 of “Umui Kanati: Wish Came True,” a 1999
  performance in Okinawa that featured paranku dancers and musicians from
  Hawai‘i.
May 5: Premiere showing of Part 2 of “Umui Kanati: Wish Came True,” a 1999
  performance in Okinawa that featured paranku dancers and musicians from
  Hawai‘i.
May 12: Premiere showing of Part 1 of the 2002 Okinawan Festival, held Aug. 31 and
  Sept. 1, 2002, at the Kapiolani Park Bandstand.
May 19: Part 1 of “Chimu Suruti Udura — Our Heartfelt Dance,” a benefit performance
  for the HUOA by Mitsuko Toguchi Sensei from Hawai‘i and members of the
  Ryusei Honryu Hozon Kai from Okinawa, San Francisco and Hawai‘i — and
  the Aloha Party held for them.
May 26: Premiere showing of Part 2 of the 2002 Okinawan Festival, held Aug. 31 and
  Sept. 1, 2002, at the Kapi‘olani Park Bandstand.
June 2: Part 2 of “Chimu Suruti Udura — Our Heartfelt Dance,” a benefit performance
  for the HUOA by Mitsuko Toguchi Sensei from Hawaii and members of the
  Ryusei Honryu Hozon Kai from Okinawa, San Francisco and Hawaii — and
  the Aloha Party held for them.
June 9: Premiere showing of Part 3 of the 2002 Okinawan Festival, held Aug. 31
  and Sept. 1, 2002, at the Kapi‘olani Park Bandstand.
June 16: Hui Makaala - Hawaii United Okinawa Association Fashion Show, held
  Oct. 22, 2000, at the Sheraton Waikiki Hotel.
June 23: Premiere showing of Part 4 of the 2002 Okinawan Festival, held Aug. 31
  and Sept. 1, 2002, at the Kapi‘olani Park Bandstand.
June 30:  Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai’s first Maui Okinawan Festival, held June 9, 2001,
  at the Rinzai Zen Temple in Paia, Maui.

A Catered Experience

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! “HAWAII OKINAWA TODAY” (HOT) SCHEDULE
April 7: Programs Committee meeting. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Building)
April 9: Flower arrangement class. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Building).
April 12: Re-broadcast of the 41st Annual Okinawa Minyo Kohaku
     Uta Gassen. 7 p.m. on KIKU-TV.
April 14: Executive Council meeting. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Building).
April 16: Okinawan Festival meeting. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Building).
April 19: Okinawan Genealogical Society of Hawaii meeting.
     9 a.m.–12 noon @ HOC (Teruya Pavilion mezzanine).
     Call HUOA office to confirm, 676-5400.
April 21: Uchinaaguchi class. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Building).
April 21: HUOA Board of Directors meeting. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Teruya Pavilion).
     A Catered Experienced will showcase dishes from its new menu
     for sampling. Club presidents are encouraged to invite their club
     officers and/or members.
April 23: Tamagusuku Ryu Senju Kai 2nd “Awamori Fest” to 6:30-8:30 p.m.
     at Alan Wong’s Pineapple Room at Macy’s Ala Moana. $40 per
     person. For tickets, call Sandy Goya at 753-5525, or by email:
     tomikogoya@hotmail.com.
April 26: Spring Craft Fair. 9 a.m.–3 p.m. @ HOC.
April 28: Administration Committee meeting. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Building).
April 29: Communication & Information Committee meeting. 7 p.m.
     @ HOC (Higa Building).
April 29: Karaoke Club. 6:30 p.m. @ HOC (Teruya Pavilion).
May 4: Kariyushi Variety Show. 8:45 a.m. @ HOC (Teruya Pavilion). Tickets:
     $15, includes bento and drink. Call Edna Nakaguma, 841-4795.
May 5: Programs Committee meeting. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Building).
May 9:   Application deadline for $5,000 Goto of Hiroshima Foundation
     grant administered by the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii.
     Applications available from JCCH (2454 South Beretania St.) or
     from JCCH website, www.jcch.com. For more information,
     call 945-7633.
May 12: Executive Council meeting. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Building).
May 14: Flower arrangement class. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Building).
May 17: Okinawan Genealogical Society of Hawaii meeting. 9 a.m.–12 noon
     @ HOC (Teruya Pavilion mezzanine). Call HUOA office to confirm
May 18: Legacy Awards Luncheon. 11 a.m. Sheraton Waikiki Hotel.
     $50 per person. Call HUOA @ 676-5400.
May 19: Uchinaaguchi class. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Building).
May 24-25:  HUOA Golf Tournament. Pali Golf Course. Awards banquet at the  
      Okinawa Memorial Hall at Jikoen Hongwanji Mission on May 25.
      Call HUOA for registration materials.
May 26: Hawaii Okinawa Center closed for Memorial Day holiday.
May 26: Administration Committee meeting. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Building).
May 27: Communication & Information Committee meeting. 7 p.m.
     @ HOC (Higa Building).
May 27: Karaoke Club. 6:30 p.m. @ HOC (Teruya Pavilion).
May 28: Okinawan Festival meeting. 7 p.m. @ HOC (Higa Building).


