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Okinawa Prefectural Scholarship Recipient 

Combining Culture and Current Events. • • 
By Lillian Y. Hokama 

Karen Tooko Nakasone is the 1989 
recipient of the Okinawa Prefecture 
Government Scholarship. Currently 
attending the University of the Ryukyus 
in Nishihara, Okinawa, she is sched­
uled to return to Hawaii in March 1990. 
This interview is with her parents, 
Hajime and Chieko Nakasone. 

"Karen was encouraged to be bi­
lingual from a very young age," re­
veals Mrs. Chieko Nakasone. "f didn't 
speak very much English at the time 
and my husband and I both felt that it 
would be good for our children to 
communicate in two languages. So 
they spoke to me in Japanese and to 
my husband in English." 

Chieko is from Haneji, Okinawa, 
and was introduced to her husband 
by a neighbor. The n~ighbor was 
Hajime's aunt, and she brought the 
couple together when his family at­
tended his grandmother's 99th birth­
day celebration in Okinawa. 

Within a year the two were wed 
and Chieko left her birthplace to begin 
a new life in Hawaii. It wasn't easy, 
but she was encouraged by Hajime's 

• gentle nature and the strong support 
of his parents, Mansuke and Kameko 
Nakasone. " They were very patient 
and understanding," she says, "and 
made everything go smoothly. I felt 
so lucky!" 

Hajime is from a family of nine 
and is a Nisei born and raised in 
Kekaha, Kauai. When he was fifteen 

KAREN with her parents, Hajime and Chieko Nakasone, 
at Honolulu International Airport. 

his family moved to Honolulu where 
they now reside. "At the time I met 
Chieko I knew only enough Japanese 
to get by," he states. "But when we 
decided to marry I knew I had to learn 
more ... and quickly. So I enrolled in 
night school at Farrington and stud­
ied Japanese language for a year." 

While Hajime focused on Japa­
nese and Chieko on English, their 
children learned both languages and 
were instructed not to mix the two. It 
was difficult for the youngsters, e_spe­
cially during their early school years, 
but they were able to adjust. Karen, 
19, graduated from Hawaii Baptist 
Academy in 1987 and is a sophomore 
at the University of Hawaii-Manoa 
(UHM). Nancy Yui Nakasone, 16, is 
currently attending Hawaii Baptist 
Academy. 

The two girls were also exposed 
to literature and the arts at an early 
age. Chieko would take them to dif­
ferent museums, libraries and her 
favorite place, the Honolulu Academy 
of Arts. Reading was encouraged as 
well as art and music appreciation. 

"It wasn't until high school that 
Karen began showing her academic 
potential," shares Chieko. "She began 
reading and writing more and express­
ing her opinions both verbally and in 
writing. In fact, she wrote frequent 
'Letters to the Editor' to both daily 
papers and has had some of them 
published. She developed such a 
strong interest in politics and current 
events ... " 

This interest resulted in Karen's 
focus on Political Science and in a 
strong desire- to attend a mainland 

university. Just a semester shy of the 
big move, Karen was awarded the 
Prefectural Scholarship. 

"She was ecstatic!" both parents 
recall. "She was so thrilled at being 
able to spend a year in Okinawa. It 
was a wonderful opportunity to 
strengthen her cultural background 
before she left to experience life on 
the mainland. She said that if she had 
gone directly to the mainland instead 
of attending UHM for a few years, she 
would never have had this chance. 
She knew she was lucky and was very 
grateful." 

Leaving in early April, Karen was 
given a warm send-off by her proud 
parents and grandparents. "We were 
a bit worried," admits Chieko, "but we 
emphasize love and support. We 
believe everything will work out if we 
work hard and love our children. We 
hope Karen will take the good things 
from both the American and Japa­
nese cultures and create something 
positive." 

UPDATE: Mr. Nakasone con­
tinues to work as Shop and Service 
Supervisor at Dole Packaged Foods, 
Castle and Cooke. Mrs. Nakasone 
recently celebrated her fourth year in 
business as "Flower Fair." Nancy 
assists her mother at the shop when­
ever possible. Her father also helps 
in deliveries . 

And Karen? There's no doubt as 
to how she's doing. In the June 7th 
issue of The Japan Times is a "Letter 
to the Editor" ... from Karen Tooko 
Nakasone. 

Three Awarded Maui Annual Scholarships 
by Roy Yonahara 

The three winners of this year's Maui 
Okinawa Kenjin Kai $350 scholarships 
were announced by Michael Hondo, 
chairman of the Scholarship Commit­
tee. 

Chiemi Omuro, a graduate of Maui 
High School is the daughter of Stanley 
and Annette Omuro of Kahului. She 
served as a class officer for three years, 
a cheer-leader and a member of the 
school band. She is a member of the 
National Honor Society, the school's 
Key Club, and has time for aikido, her 
music club and her church youth group 
as well. 

Her community activities 
include 4-H club, serving as an officer 
and delegate to the 4-H Congress. 
Chiemi plans to attend UH at Manoa to 
become a physical therapist. 

Wendy Tamashiro, daughter of Koki 
and He!en Tamashiro of Makawao, is 
a graduate of Baldwin High School. 
She is a National Merit Finalist and 
was also a State Science Fair Award 
Winner, Language Arts Showcase 
State Winner, NSF Young Scholar 
Program participant at the UH and re­
ceived numerous honors throughout 
her high school career. Wendy was 
also in the Keywanettes and Martial 
Arts Club and a member of the bowling 
team. 

Wendy has volunteered her serv­
ices to the March of Dimes, Salvation 
Army, UNICEF, Maui Association for 
Retarded Citizens and Hale Makua. 
Wendy plans to attend Goucher Col­
lege in Baltimore and major in science. 

*** Trevor Tokishi plans to attend the 
UH at Manoa and major in Engineer­
ing. He is the son of Walter and lone 
Tokishi of Kahului. Trevor was active 

in student government and is a mem­
ber of the National Honor Society. He 
was also a Math League member and 
belonged to the Key Club, Science 
Club and the Japanese Club. In sports , 
he wrestles, and plays golf and tenn is. 
As a scout, Trevor attained the rank of 
Eagle Scout. 

The three recipients were recog­
nized at their school's award assem­
bly and will receive their respective 
scholarships at the annual Maui 
Okinawa Kenjin _Kai get-together in 
August. Serving on the Scholarship 
Committee with Michael Hondo were 
Dennis Shiroma, Edwin Ginoza, 
Sharon Yanagida, Ron Tamashiro and 
Michael Yamashiro. 

NAKA'S 
TRAVEL SERVICE 

SPECIAL TO OKINAWA 
HONOLULU-GUAM-OKINAWA 
ROUND TRIP AIRFARE $625.00 

NAKA'S TRAVEL SERVICE 
1647 LILIHA STREET 

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817 
PHONE: 523-6402 

TA #234 



I UCHINANCHU 

Gaza Yonagusuku Doshikai Emerges Victorious 

The Championship Team poses proudly 

with supporter and club member Patsy Young. 

URASOE II Dominates 
Mixed Volleyball League 

Urasoe II, lead by Captain George 
Yamashiro , extended their dominance 
of the Mixed Volleyball League for 
another year. With most of their start­
ers back to defend their crown, th is 
Urasoe team worked their magic to 
perfection as the 28 teams battled for 
top honors during the three month 
schedule. 

League President Stan Neal 
and his committee members put to­
gether a fine season and great awards 
banquet on May 27 al Masa's Cafete­
ria . Final standings are as follows : 

19th Annual Golf Tournament 

First Place : Urasoe II, 
Captain George Yamash iro 

Second : Ginowan Shijin Kai , 
Captain Max Shinkawa 

Third : Urasoe I, 
Captain Evelyn Miyashiro 

Fourth: Yomitan II, 
Captain Teri Matsuda 

Fifth : Yonashiro I, 
Captain Eunice Hirata 

Sixth : Kin Choj in Kai, 
Captain Cra ig Okazaki 

Seventh : Yagaji Doshikai, 
Captain Dale Nakasone 

David Ishikawa Cap 
Championship Title 

Our 19th annual Memorial 
Day weekend golf tournament was 
again blessed with great weather as 
247 participants competed for top 
honors in seven different flights at 
two courses over two days. Mr. 
David Ishikawa of Osato Doshi Kai 
played solid golf at both Pali Mu­
nicipal and Olomana Golf Links and 
won the Championship flight and 
the title, "Best Uchinanchu Golfer in 
Hawaii," with a total gross score of 
146. 

David was presented with a 
beautiful koa bowl donated by Gov­
ernor John Waihee at the awards 
banquet immediately following 
Sunday's round. He also took 
home the UOA perpetual trophy and 
all the donated prizes that went with 
his first place finish . 

Runners-up 
were Les Uyehara and Dennis 
Higa. Mayor Frank Fasi's trophy 
went to the Tournament Total Low 
Net winner Dwight Toyama. 

The top finishers in their re-
spective flights were as follows: 

A Flight: Dwight Toyama 
8 Flight: Seiichi Yogi 
C Flight: Jonathan 

Kitayama 
Senior Flight: Stanley 

Takamine 
Women's Flight: Nellie 

Nakasone 
Calloway/Guest Flight: 

Frank Kahoohanohano 

A Closest-to-the-Hole Con­
test, this year conducted as a 
fundraiser for the Hawaii Okinawa 
Center, presented an opportunity to 
win $1,000 with one shot, if you 
made a hole-in-one. Mr. Jimmy In­
amine of Okinawa, a valuable sup­
porter of our UOA activities, put up 
a total of $2,000 for any "ace" 
scored at either course. And, ac­
cording to his wishes, because no 
one scored a hole-in-one, the 
$2,000 was donated to our Hawa ii 
Okinawa Center. No one scored an 
ace, but the closest winners won 
some great prizes! 

Grand Prize winners, each 
receiving two round-trip tickets to 
the neighbor islands, were Charles 
Yonamine, 1 ft. 7 inches and Paul 
Isa 1 ft . 9-3/4 inches. 

Second place winners, each 
receiving a Panasonic Stereo Cas­
sette Player/ Recorder were: D a I e 
Nagata, 3 ft . and Jill Hamasaki, 2 ft. 
1 inch. 

Third place winners, each 
receiving $25 gift certificates from 
the Olomana Golf Course Pro Shop 
were: Clarence Shima, 3 ft . 4 
inches and Seiichi Yogi , 2 ft. 8-1/4 
inches. 

Thanks to Take Nakama 
and his committee members for 
putting together another outstanding 
golf tournament. 

Gaza Yonagusuku Doshikai, a 
perennial powerhouse in our UOA 
softball league, put together an Im­
pressive string of playoff victories 
to emerge as League Champions 
for 1989. 

Faced with the threat of elimi­
nation after losing their first playoff 
game, the players on this fine de ­
fensive team pulled together to eke 
out one close victory after another 
in this double elimination competi ­
tion . 

Reaching the finals on the last 
Sunday of play, Gaza was faced 
with the formidable task of winning 
two games over the league-lead­
ing , unbeaten team from Urasoe . 
With some outstanding plays on the 
field, some timely hits at the plate , 
and a lot of support from the bench 
and bleachers, Gaza Yonagusuku 
Doshlkai was crowned UOA Soft­
ball Champions for the second time 
in four seasons . 

Consolation Bracket Champion 
was Naha Shij lnkai . 

At the Softball Awards Banquet 

Bowling League 

held at Masa·s Cafeteria on June 9, 
the Most Valuable Player award was 
presented to Gaza's ace pitcher, 
Robert Shiroma. Trophy for Most 
RB l's went to Ricky Tsuhako . Player 
with the Most Extra Base Hits was 
Gregg Kameda . Player with the 
Highest Batting Average was Dean 
Yonamine . 

Trophies for these Individual 
stars were donated by Senator 
Dennis Nakasato , Representatives 
Roland Kotani, David lge and Dennis 
Arakaki. 

Teams winning their regular 
season division titles were: 

Division A : Gushikawa Blue 
Division B: TIE 

Urasoe ,Gushikawa Gold 
and Mlnami Nakagusuku 

Division C: 
Club Kobashigawa 

Division D: Ginowan Shijinkai 

Russell Tsutsui , Manager of 
the 22-team league, along with 
his staff of assistants , did an out ­
standing job of coordinating their 
very popular UOA activity . 

Mahalo to all . 

■ 

UOA President John Tasato presents YOH members 

with Winner's Trophy and congratulations. 

After 42 grueling weeks , the Young 
Okinawans of Hawaii were crowned 
new Champions of the UOA Bowling 
League . 

With stiff competition throughout the 
season , the young men and women 
of this cohesive group consistently 
pulled out important wins during the 
closing weeks to edge runner-up 
Urasoe I for top honors . 

With 20 teams competing every 
Sunday beginning at noon, approxi­
mately 175 bowlers participated 
weekly in this friendly competition, 
strengthening our organization . Final 
standings are as follows : 

Young Okinawans 
Urasoe I 
Yonagusuku II 
Katsuren I 
Oroku Azajin Club 
Gushikawa 11 
Kochinda 
Urasoe II 
UOA II 
Hawaii Shuri Club 
Katsuren II 
Nago 

UOA I 
Gushichan Onna Ginowan 
Wahiawa Kyo Yu Kai 
Gushikawa I 
Awase/Aza Gushikawa 
Yonagusuku I 
Mlnami I 
Yomitan 

Awards and scoreboard : 

193 Tokujo, Kenneth Avg 
171 Phillips , Jackie 
199 Murakami , Eric Hav 
196 Takayesu , Trisha 
731 Sunabe, John HHS 
685 Oshiro, Janet 
674 Oshiro, Harry H-S 
580 Lau, Rene 
311 Arisue, Gary HH1 
289 Iha-Enomoto, Susan 
267 Zakimi, George H-1 
255 Kamiyama, Alva 

The new season has already started 
(July 16) , but interested individuals 
who want to bowl as a substitute, 
please contact League President John 
Sunabe, 947-9556 or any of the new 
league officers. 




