
High School All-Stars Visit Okinawa 
Peter Iha 

Seventeen baseball players, three 
coaches and 29 parents and sup
porters participated in the first UOA
sponsored, Hawaii Okinawan High 
School All-Star Baseball Team Good
will-Study Tour of Okinawa and 
Taiwan. 

Edward Kiyuna, executive secre
tary of the Hawaii High School Ath
letic Association, served as the tour's 
general manager. Masa Yonamine, 
Waipahu High School A.O., and 
Eugene Takaesu, McKinley High 
School Baseball Coach, were the 
coaches. Scorekeepers were Michele 
Goya and Ron Awa. 

Three games were played in Oki
nawa. The first, on June 9, was played 
at the brand new ltoman City Muni
cipal Stadium against Ryugin, a team 
comprised of former high school and 
college players. Ryugin, a member of 
the Kyushu Commercial League, de
feated Hawaii by a score of 5-1. 

On Sunday, June 10, Hawaii played 
Okinawa University at Oonoyama 
Stadium in Naha. Coming off a disap
pointing loss on Saturday, the Hawaii 
Uchinanchu beat their older brothers 
from Okinawa. Steven Oshiro, of 
Roosevelt High, hit the first home run 
of this trip. 

Two games were scheduled against 
the Kubasaki-Kadena High School 
All-Star team, but because of heavy 
rain, one had to be cancelled. On 
June 14, at the brand new Gushikawa 
City Municipal Stadium, the Hawaii 
team beat the Okinawan all-stars by a 
score of 17-1. The highlight of the 
game came when Lance Suyama of 
Damien High School hit a bases
loaded home run over the right-field 

fence. 
Taiwan is a lovely island to visit, 

"but not to play against their high 
school teams." On June 18, Hawaii 
played a very strong Taipei Chung 
Wah High School team. Playing at 
night, and being exhausted from all 
the travel, not to mention facing a 
pitcher who had been voted most 
valuable in all of Taiwan, proved too 
much for the Hawii boys. The result: 

Taiwan 10, Hawaii 0. 
There were some heartwarming 

experiences that I would like to share. 
All of the players who contacted their 
relatives never expected to receive so 
many gifts. Masa Yonamine had an 
emotional meeting with a nephew that 
he had never seen. He was the son of 
Masa's older brother, who left Hawaii 
while Masa was a baby. His brother 
gave his life fighting in the Japanese 
Army during World War II. Ed Kiyuna 
was reunited with his 93-year-old 
aunt, whom he had not seen for 10 
years. 

Hawaii's all-star team was an out
standing group of young Uchinanchu 
atheletes. Their conduct, at all times, 
during official and unofficial gather
ings, was impeccable, gentle and 
courteous, and showed a lot of aloha. 
I am certain that we are going to hear 
a lot more good things about them in 
the future. 

A First Visit to Okinawa 
As a closing remark, as one who 

served as the Dancho, let me express 
the deep appreciation and ippei
nihei-debiru, on behalf of the UOA, to 
the many organizations and individ
uals here, in Okinawa, and in Taiwan. 
The generous hospitality and the gen
uine courtesy extended will be 
remembered and cherished by all of 
us for a long, long time. 

Beverly with Mayor Toguchi of Nago City 

Beverly Tasato 
As a first-time visitor to Okinawa 

there was much to see and learn. My 
husband, John, who last visited in 
1975, acknowledged seeing many 
changes and new sights. Many 
situations and sights along the way to 
tourist attractions make for in
teresting learning and comparison of 
Okinawans with Hawaiian and Ameri
can ways. 

Just looking out of a tour-bus 
window, one marvels at all the mini
sized cars and vans zigzagging 
through narrow, one-lane streets in 
busy Naha. Drivers patiently allow 
space for each other to maneuver 

Associated Scholarship Fund 
Aids Students 

Ray -Tengan 

Seven students won scholarship 
grants from the UOA Scholarship 
Foundation. Two new and seven 
renewal awards were made for the 
1984-85 school year. Entering fresh
man get 4-year awards and sopho
mores gef3-year awards. 

New award winner Lance Tokuda 
achieved a 4.0 grade-point ratio (all 
As) in his first year in the engineering 
college at the University of Hawaii. 
The son of George and Janet Tokuda, 
Lance's goal is to earn a doctorate.in 
electrical engineering. His father's 
parents are from Aza Gushikawa and 
his mother's from Nago. 

Daeleen Ohigashi, graduate of 
Pearl City High School, is the second 
new recipient. Daeleen traces ances
try back to Hiroshima on her father's 
side and to Haibaru on her mother's 
side. A member of the National Honor 
Society, marching band, campus 
cleanup and other social clubs, she 
maintained a 3.8 grade-point ratio 
while also working part-time. She 

ranked 9th in a graduating class of 
475 students. She's interested in 
studying engineering at the Univer
sity of Hawaii. 

Renewal scholarships were award
ed to: Jody Toyama, sophomore, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Takeo Toyama (Gino
wan); Shirley Kaneshiro, junior, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. lsamu Kane
shiro (Yokatsu Doshibai); Fay Yama
kawa, junior, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Shinrei Yamakawa (Sashiki); Joyce 
Hokama, senior, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Yoshihide Hokama (Osato); 
Linda Oshiro, senior, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Kaoru Oshiro (Kanagusuku) 
April Oyama, senior, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Tastutoshi Oyama (Shuri); 
and Yvonne Takata, senior, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Shizue Takata (Gaza 
Yonagusuku). 

Raymond Tengan is chairman of 
the UOA Scholarship Committee. He 
is the principal of Kawananakoa Inter
mediate School and a member of Aza 
Gushikawa Doshi Kai. 

their vehicles. Considering the many 
buildings and a population of more 
than one million (about 1250 persons 
per square mile) on an island 850 
square miles in area (or seven times 
larger than the state of Hawaii) the 
practicality of minivehicles becomes 
clearly evident. The average speed 
limit is 25 mph and rightly so for safety 
purposes. Imagine the after work rush 
hour. It took nearly . three hours to 
travel about 14 miles from Zakimi 
Castle to our hotel in Naha. 

The average temperature in 
Okinawa is about 72 degrees, but 
summer temperatures hover around 
90 degrees and a humidity of 80 
percent. Needless to say, we were 
hot and sticky! Because of cul
tural practices, Okinawans shun
ned the shorts, tank tops or slip
pers which we would consider ideal 
wear in sunny Hawaii. Men wear 
long pants, women wear dresses or 
skirts, and everyone wears shoes. 
Lucky you live Hawaii folks! 

Because we were touring during 
the rainy season (November to 

Continued on page 6 

A special mahalo to Trans-Pacific 
Tours Inc. for the terrific services 
rendered. The plane, hotel, food and 
other services provided was just 
fantastic. 

The All-Star team: STEVEN 
OSHIRO, Roosevelt; LANCE SERI
KAKU, Castle; DALE GOYA, Waiakea; 
BRIAN OSHIRO, Kaimuki; KOJI 
HIGA, Farrington; TYSON TAHARA, 
Mililani; ROSS TAKENAKA, Waialua; 
JEFFREY GIMA, Aiea; DUANE MIYA
SATO, Castle; BRYAN GINOZA, 
Waianae; STEVEN TAKUSHI, Wai
pahu; BEAU OSHIRO, Mililani; 
BRENT SHIMOKAWA, lolani; LANCE 
SUYAMA, Damien; STEVEN 
TAKARA, Pearl City; AARON 
TERUYA, Pearl City; RANDALL IGE, 
Aiea. 

Peter Iha, former State Representa
tive and UOA President, served as 
group leader for this trip. He is a 
member of Cha tan Sonjinkai. 
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Maui Raises Funds for Janeen 
Norman Nakamura 

By Board action on March 5 the 
Maui Okinawa Kenjin Kai voted to 
help Janeen Fukuhara, whose recent 
liver transplant was a success, but 
whose mounting medical expenses 
were beyond her family's means. 

Kenjin Kai members and friends 
were approached for donations. Chi 
Ho Riji (District Directors) worked 
hard for this project. Among the out
standing solicitors were: Tokuichiro 
Uehara of Kahului who went door-to
door and contacted 18 members and 
128 friends who contributed $537.25; 
Matsuo Yagi and Yasuichi Takushi 
contacted people in Lower Paia Town 
and any tourist they met on the road, 
and collected $309 from 94 persons; 
Hideyasu Higa of Kahului ap
proached fellow workers at Wailuku 
Sugar Company and collected $273 
from 53 persons. Reading of the 
club's effort, as reported in the Maui 
News, readers responded with a total 
of $115. 

Hard work resulted in a response 
from 282 Kenjin Kai members con
tributing $2,628, and 302 friends of 
members giving $1,391.75. The total 

amount of $4,019.75 was sent in two 
installments to "Friends of Janeen 
Fukuhara." 

The Board expresses appreciation 
to all contributors for their generous 
spirit and sense of pulling together. 
Ronald Fukuhara, Janeen's grand
father, wrote: "The Maui Okinawa 
Kenjin Kai's continued support of 
Janeen and her family is truly appre
ciated. 

"Janeen's condition has improved 
so well_ that she has been home with 
her sister Lorie and brother Cody 
since April 13. Her twice-a-week visit 
to the hospital for tests and treatment, 
is now down to once a week. The doc
tors at the hospital are very pleased 
with her improvement, and have told 
Pat and Susan that if tests continue to 
be stable, they will be able to return 
home to Hawaii probably in June. 

"Please extend our gratitude to the 
wonderful people of Maui Okinawa 
Kenjin Kai - their love, concern and 
well wishes for Janeen shall always be 
remembered." 

Norman Nakamura, a Sun Life 
agent, is President of the Maui Okina
wa Kenjin Kai. 

The 1984 Okinawan Festival is scheduled for Sept. 1 and 2 at McCoy 
Pavilion, Ala Moana Beach Park. 

The enthusiastic Festival committee members have been planning for 
this year's activities since December 1983. The Festival will be most 
exciting and fun for everyone. Okinawan food, dances, cultural exhi
bits, a Ms. Uchinanchu Matsuri competition and much more will be 
featured. 

We sincerely appreciate your untiring support of the UOA, and 
request your participation during the two-day festivities in September. 

Ryokichi Higashionna, 1984 Okinawan Festival Chairman 

Supporting 
Members 
Agnes T. Asato 
Herbert Ishikawa, 
Contractor 
People"s Cafe 
Steven T. Kakazu 
Haneji Club 
Frank and Tomoko Kuba 
Michael Uechl 
Albert Teruya 
Jimmy's Market 
Richard Azama 
F. Namihira 

A Joint Effort 

Lt. Gov. 

and UOA: 
Lt. Gov. John Waihee announced 

that a joint effort with the UOA will be 
undertaken during the 1984 elections 
to provide voter services to in
dividuals needing special language 
assistance. 

Maui's Mr. ILWU, 
Tom Yagi 

Waihee stated, "The Voter Educa
tion and Registration Division of our 
office is very pleased to have the 
opportunity to work with the 
members of the United Okinawan 
Society in this major effort." 

Waihee asked the members of the 
UOA to assist in the following areas: 

Tony Arakaki 

Islanders who lived their young 
adult years in the early '50s connect 
the name Thomas "Tom" S. Yagi with 
"Maui" and with "ILWU." 

Tom Yagi and the ILWU were a per
fect marriage for over 30 years, from 
the early '50s until Dec. 30, 1983, 
when he retired from active leader
ship in the union. 

His youthful idealism and some
times volatile concern for the working 
man parallel the early union move
ment on the sugar plantations. By his 
own admission, he was an "ornery 
buggah," intent on improving wages 
and working conditions in Hawaii. 
Qualities of persistence and leader
ship, expressed through his unique 
personality, served the union well. 

The community at large also 
benefitted from his · many years of 
service in government and communi
ty organizations. He has held key 

CHIBURU TALES 

THATMAN IS MAKING 
FUN OF US. I'LL SEE 
HIM AFTER THIS 

DANCE! 
kachi

Maurice H. Yamasato 
A.I.A. & 

positions on the Board of Trustees of 
Maui Community Hospital; has been a 
member of the Maui County Board of 
Adjustment and Appeals, the Maui 
County Council Ad Hoc Committee 
on Agriculture, the First Charter 
Commission of Maui County and the 
Maui Community College Advisory 
Committee. Currently, he serves the 
state Board of Land and Natural Re
sources and is.a member of the Maui 
Okinawa Kenjin Kai. 

Many accolades were accorded 
Yagi at a testimonial dinner in Janu
ary in Kihei. Among the most mem
orable tributes was one given by Colin 
Cameron of the Maui Land and Pine
apple Company, with whom he has had 
to deal "across the table." Cameron 
cited Yagi's honesty arid integrity in 
labor-management negotiations, 
characterizing him as one "who al
ways kept his word." In jocular spirit, 
Cameron offered Yagi free use of the 
Kapalua Golf Course "if he will help 

me improve my game." 
Other testimonials were offered by 

Lt. Gov. John Waihee, Susumu Ono, 
chairman of the Board of Land and 
Natural Resources, former Mayor 
Elmer F. Cravalho and ILWU Regional 
Director Thomas Trask, and other 
ILWU officials. They were among 500 
gathered to honor Yagi. 

Maui Okinawa Kenji Kai's presi
dent, Norman Nakamura, made a spe
cial presentation. A beautiful dance 
"Udui Kufa Disha," by June J. Konno, 
was dedicated to him. RoyYonahara's 
interpreta_tion enhanced the meaning 
of the dance. A congratulatory 
message from Gov. Gunji Nishime of 
Okinawa was conveyed by Yonahara. 

Tony Arakaki is the recording 
secretary of the Maui Okinawan Ken
jinkai. He was formerly the principal 
of Kahului Elementary-Intermediate 
School. This forthcoming September, 
he'll be the principal of Wailuku 
Elementary School. 

By Harold Oda 

51 R, YOU WERE VERY 
RUDE TO ANNOY US. 
WILL YOU PLEASE 
KEEP IT TO YOURSELF! 

OHYEAH!
I • 

architecture 
planning 

interiors 

WATCHA
DO

TOMT.HIGA 
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auto - life - health 
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H. ODA 

Telephone: 

Associates 
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Vim's Building 
P.O. Box A 
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744 
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• Serving as volunteer voter reg
istrars 

• Distributing translated voter in
formation 

• Hosting voter education pres
entations conducted by the Voter 
Education and Registration staff 
of the Lieutenant Governor's 
Office. 

Waihee further announced that the 
following services will be provided by 
the Voter Education and Registration 
Division: 

• Translated brochures 
• Voter education presentations 

conducted by bilingual outreach 
workers 

• Language assistance on election 
days 

• Translated slide shows about vot
ing in Hawaii 

• Election information publicized in 
the various ethnic media. 

Additional information about vot
ing services can be obtained by 
calling Lynn Fallin at the Voter Educa
tion and Registration Division in the 
Lt. Gov.'s Office at 548-3415 or 548-
2180. 

The Uchinanchu is a quarterly---..; 
newspaper for the members of the United 
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Suite507 
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UOA Enjoys Sadao China Concert 
UOA members, young and old, 

"turned on" to the "home-grown" 
music of Sadao China in a rare con
cert appearance in the Garden Lanai 
of the Ala Moana Hotel on May 6. 
China graciously agreed to the UOA's 
request performance during what was 
intended as a vacation-golfing trip in 
Hawaii. 

Sadao China and his musical 
group, with a guitar and taiko player, 
presented various minyo numbers 
and koten, or classical music. Only 
the tinkling of ice in glasses could be 
heard as the audience sat enthralled 
by the show. "Njuga Nasakedu 
Tanumariru, " written by China, was 
one of the crowd's favorite. 

Debbie Tamashiro seemed like she 
was in heaven, as she listened to the 
concert; later, she remarked "he is so 
cute, too bad he's married." 

The first and more formal part of the 
show was followed by an equally 
enjoyable portion of spontaneous 
dancing by performers and audience 
members, led by Mr. Oshiro of Col
lege Walk Diner. More kachasi music 
enticed people to the dance floor, and 
everyone "turned on." 

The concert also added to the UOA 
scholarship fund which received all 
donations for the event. A big lppei 
Nihe Debiru to China Sadao and his 
group, and Mata Mensoree! 

Sadao China at the Ala Moana Americana 

Japan Air Lines' 
30th Anniversary 
Celebration 

Japan Air Lines is celebrating its 
30th anniversary of trans-Pacific 
flight service. Various events are 
being planned for the community 
throughout this year in appreciation 
of the tremendous support given JAL 
over the many years. The perfor
mance of the great Okinawan classic 
dance master, Yoshiko Majikina, and 
her troupe will climax all the events. 
This performance will be on Oct. 6, 
1984, at the Neal S. Blaisdell Center 

Concert Hall beginning 7 pm. The 
feature master, Majikina, is the re
cipient of the Shijuhosho, The Medal 
with Purple Ribbon, from the Imperial 
Household for her cultural achieve
ment. She has also performed for 
Crown Prince Akihito and Princess 
Michiko. The admission fee will be a 
nominal $2 or $3. Proceeds from this 
exciting event, sponsored by JAL, will 
be donated to the UOA. 

ISLAND MOVERS
INC. 

THE 

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 

COMPANY 

Honolulu 521-4761 Maui 871-7755 
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Our columnist on stage in Okinawa 

Letter from Okinawa 
Night life in Okinawa seems to start 

on "Okinawan" time; that is, whenever 
there is an audience. The minyo sup
posedly starts at 9:30 p.m., but the 
crowd usually arrives at 10 p.m. or 
later. I guess I've been to all the pop
ular night spots. Nakada Sachiko's 
club is the most popular, offering a 
variety show of minyo, buyo (dance) 
and comedy plays. Uehara Seikichi's 
is another in-spot. 

The 300th birthday anniversary of 
Tamagusuku Chokun, who wrote and 
preserved the classical dances and 
kumi udui, is the inspiration of weekly 
performances of dances of Okinawa 
and classical or historical plays. The 
latter tell. about the days of the Ryu
kyu Kingdom before the Satsuma 
take-over. 

An exhibit of Tamagusuku Cho-

MIYA'S 
BACK & SPINE EXERCISER INC. 
733 Mililani St., Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

U.S. Patent #4291686, Portable Home 
Apparatus 

Millions have the problem of narrowed 
spine disc. Some of them could result in 
pinched nerve or the more severe her
niated disc. The invention and the patent 
for the Exerciser is the result of suffering I 
experienced many years ago. The 
Doctor's advice was the stretching of my 
spine to widen the narrowed disc was the 
best remedy. My exerciser gently pulls 
and releases 6 times a minute and less 
than an inch in stroke. Already helped 
150 people. 

Write or Phone 1-935-2751 
David J. Miyashiro 

kun's work is on view from June 
through August. Okinawans hope the 
performances and the exhibit will 
mark a renewed interest in the Oki
nawan cultural arts. The Okinawan 
will and love of their unique culture is 
helping the revival after years of sup-
pression and following conformance 
to Naichi ways. 

*** 
The Uchinanchu is proud .to intro

duce a new column, Night Life, featur
ing Okinawan song and dance events 
in Hawaii. Eric Wada, a long-time 
student of the sanshin and odori, will 
be our columnist. Eric is presently 
sharpening his talents in Okinawa, 
and is scheduled to return in August. 

RICHARD AKAMINE 
INSURANCE 

•AUTO 

•HOME 

• LIFE 

•FIRE 

• BUSINESS 
INSURANCE 

• LIABILITY 

• UMBRELLA 
COVERAGE 

Richard G. Akamine 
527-7210 

Russell S. Akamine 
527-7211 

For Quotation Call 531-5175 

Hawaiian Delite Beverages Inc. 
94-459 Ukee St. 

Waipahu, Hawaii 96797 

(808) 671-2638 

1 

NESTEA • bubble-UP• ISLAND DELITE SYRUPS 

GERALD YOZA 
president 
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General News 
The 1984 Okinawan Festival, 

scheduled for Sept. 1 and 2 atthe Mc
Coy Pavilion, Ala Moana Park, will 
highlight 25 years of Statehood, a life
time of Aloha, and "Sharing our cul
ture with Hawaii." 

This year's festival will have 
someth ing of interest for all age 
groups, including dance groups from 
Okinawa, a Ms. Uchinanchu Matsuri 
competition , local Okinawan dance 
groups, various cultural exhibits and 
demonstrations, Okinawan food , 
Kachashi, an Okinawan drinking 

contest, Matsuri Ondo, and many 
others. 

Admission is free. Gates will open 
at 9 am and close at8:30 pm on Satur
day, Sept. 1. On Sunday, Sept. 2, 
gates will open at 9 am and close at 
around 6:30 pm. 

With over 700 Uchinanchus 
volunteering thei r help, a record 
crowd is expected. The Okinawans 
are sure to share their culture with 
Hawaii, particularly in this 25th year 
of Statehood. 

 

Some of the Ms. Uchinanchu Matsuri contestants 
Seated (L-R): Susan Mizo, Georgette Gaza, Deborah Tasato, Kellie Gibo, Lori 
Teruya, Karleen Shiroma, Trudy Nakasone. Standing (L-R): Lani Sadoyama, Jill 
Shimabukuro, Loree Kaneshiro, Julia Nakasone, Velvet Agena, Janet Kishida, 
Patricia Tanji, Mayuri Nakasone. 



Food Ne-ws 
Preparations for the food for the 

Festival are well underway. In addi
tion to last year's extensive menu, we 
are adding two new items: a barbeque 
chicken bento and (if available) 
Okinawan purple sweet potatoes. 

No one club or individual can put on 
a festival, but together, in unity, with 
many hands helping, we can demon
strate the Okinawan kokoro to the 
community through our Festival. 

We are again appealing for your 
help in the following areas in getting 
the food ready to be served during the 
Festival: 

• Cutting and bagging vegetables 
• Deboning chicken 
• Clean ing ika 
• Making and packing nantu 
• Sushi-making (maki and cone) 

Please volunteer your services!!! 
Call Maxine Nagamine at 373-1943. 
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This beautifu l fu ll-color calendar has been produced in 
conjunction with the 1984 Okinawan Festival. The 12-page 
calendar features: 

• Historical background of the UOA 
• 85th Anniversary of the Okinawan 

Immigration to Hawaii 
• Bteathtakinf color photos of Okinawan 

culture and heritage 

This is a souvenir you will want to keep or share with others as a 
gift. The cost is $3.00 and calendars are available through UOA 
member c lubs and other clubs partic ipating in the festival. Although 
the club fundraising campaign ends August 18th, calendars will be 
available through other sources. 

If you wish to order by mail, send a check or money order for $4.00 
($3 calendar+ $1 postage & handling) to: UOA Calendar/P.O. Box 
2076/Honolulu, HI 96805. Checks should be made payable to "UOA 
Okinawan Festival 1984" and the word "calendar" written on the 
check. Please allow two weeks for delivery. 

JEFF ITOMAN is the chairman of the Calendar Committee. Assisting him are 
Ruth Adaniya, Warren Higa, Ryokichi Higashionna, Lillian Hokama, Rod Kuba, 
Judy Nakamura, Akira Saki ma, Stanley Takamine, Wayne Takamine, Lynnette 
Uyesato, Karen Wright, Maurice Yamasato and Lynn Yamashiro. 

Talented Contestants to Highlight 
Unique Ms. Uchinanchu Matsuri 

Cultural Competition 

HELP!
THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEES 
NEED VOLUNTEERS. 
PLEASE CALL IF YOU ARE ABLE 
TO KOKUA. 

The Ms . Uchinanchu Matsuri 
Competition, to be held on Sept. 1 and 
2 at the McCoy Pavilion, is the 1984 
UOA Okinawan Festival's unique and 
colorful feature. This competition 
highlights the knowl edge of 
Okinawan culture. Each contestant 
represents a specific village in 
Okinawa and is required to share her 
knowledge of the village or of Oki
nawan culture through dance, music, 
poetry or creative movement. 

The 19 women to vie for the title of 
Ms. Uchinanchu Matsuri who meet 
the qualif ications of female, 18-28 
years of age, at least part Okinawan 
and associated with a club are: Velvet 
Ann Agena, Aza Gushikawa Doshi 
Kai; Julia Nakasone, Chatan Sonjin 

Kai; Deborah Tasato, Ginowan Shijin 
Kai; Susan Kaneshiro, Goeku Sonjin 
Kai; Linda Kubo, Gushichan Sonjin 
Kai; Jill Shimabukuro, Gushikawa 
Shijin Kai; Mayuri Nakasone, Haneji 
Club; Lani Sadoyama, Ishikawa Shijin 
Kai; Judy Uehara, ltoman Nisei Club; 
Iris Nishihira, Kanegusuku Sonjin 
Kai; Susan Mizo, Katsuren Chojin Kai; 
Janet Kishida, Kobashigawa Club; 
Loree Kaneshiro, Kochinda Sonjin 
Kai; Patricia Tanji, Minami Naka
gusuku Sonjin Kai ; Jeanne Furuta, 
Osato Doshi Kai; Kellie Gibo, Sashiki
Chinen Doshi Kai; Trudy Nakasone, 
Yagaji Doshi Kai ; Lori Teruya, 
Yomitan Club; and Georgette Gaza, 
Yonabaru Chojin Kai. 

The criteria for selecting the winner 

of the competition shall be poise, 
appearance and presentation. Twelve 
semi -finalists, selected during the 
first day of the competition, Sept. 1, 
will compete in the finals on Sunday, 
Sept. 2. 

Forthcoming public appearances 
to publicize the intent of the competi 
tion, which is to promote and per
petuate our unique Okinawan culture, 
and to increase interest, and parti
cipation in the Festival, are Aug. 12 at 
Ala Moana Center and Aug . 26 at 
Pearl ridge Center, at noon. The women 
have participated in four major train
ing sessions with outstanding commu
uity resources to prepare them for the 
public appearances and the competi
tion . 

FOOD BOOTHS: 
Maxine Nagamine 
373-1943(r) 

MANPOWER: 
Roy Kaneshiro 
261 -1485 (b) 

PARKING/SECURITY: 
Howard Shima 
536-3771 (b) 
839-5759 (r) 

SITE: Tom Toma 
524-5143 (b) 
373-9381 (r) 
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Continued from page 1 

June) we all had to buy umbrellas 
which we used throughout much of 
the tour through drizzle and light 
rain. 

Okinawa averages over 12 
typhoons a year. We left for Japan 
just as the weatherman forecast a 
typhoon approaching the island. 

The phrase used frequently to 
describe Hawaii asa "melting pot" of 
peoples is strongly confirmed when 
you visit Okinawa and see only Okina
wans. The rarely seen Caucasian or 
Black is probably from a U.S. military 
facility such as Kadena Air Force 
Base or Futenma Marine Corps Air 
Station. There are about 33,000 U.S. 
service members (or about 5 percent 
of the total population) , and the 
62,000 acres used by the U.S. Forces 
is 20 percent of the total land area of 
the islahd. However, wherever we 
traveled, service personnel were 
rarely seen. 

Eating only Japanese breakfasts at 
Nansei Kanko Hotel was a novelty for 
me: miso soup, rice, vegetable salad, 
fried fish, cooked cabbage, konbu, 
pickled plums and cucucnbers , 
sausage, scrambled eggs, raw egg 
(over hot rice), pineapple and coffee 
or green tea. 

During the UOA study tour, we 
attended lectures on Okinawan his
tory, economy and industry, and arts 
and crafts by Ryukyu University pro
fessors Yoshihiko Teruya, Teruyuki 
Higa and Etsuko Higa of Christian 
Junior High School. These sessions 
definitely proved informative. 

Akira Sakima, our group leader, 
shared much colorful commentary 
based on his personal experiences 
and knowledge from previous visits. 
We often marveled at his ability to 
speak, and lib, to audiences ranging 
from government officials to busi
nessmen to tour guides and to us 
Hawaii folks, and to put everyone at 
ease through humorous statements 
and anecdotes spoken in Okinawan, 
Japanese, English and Hawaiian. We 
truly enjoyed his commentary and 
singing! 

Incidentally, there were 68 people 
ranging in age from 16 to 83. Many of 
the young people came on their 
own, and most everyone had rela
tives to visit for first-time meetings 
or reunions. Older members of the 
group often shared information 

A First Visit to Okinawa 

Author with husband, John, at Royal Mausoleum in Shuri 

which expanded learning for the 
young or first-time visitors . 

Spunky and witty 83-year-old 
retired farmer Kohan Agena, from 
Kula, Maui, enlivened many a bus ride 
with his singing and lively tales of his 
youth from horse races to obake 
stories. 

Many arts and crafts are still hand
crafted. We saw pottery being made 
and fired in large outdoor kilns at 
Yachimun-no-Sato, and beautiful 
silk kimono cloth-weaving done on 
floor looms at Haebaru. The multi
colored bingata fabric is done simi
larly to the batik method using wax
resist and different dyes. 

The original practice required plac
ing the dead in the tombs for two to 
three years, after which the bones 
were washed clean in a nearby river 
by family members. The bones were 
then placed in two-foot-high urns and 
returned to the tomb. Okinawans 
today more often cremate their dead, 
and smaller tombs are being built 
side-by-side in graveyards to con
serve land. 

The Battle of Okinawa in 1945 
caused near-total devastation on the 
island. Fortunately, the Tasato 
family tomb only suffered machine 
gun holes, rather than total destruc
tion. The Okinawans built several 

" .. . bones were washed clean . . . 
then placed in 2-foot-high urns . .. " 

At the lacquerware shop, the strong 
smell of lacquer forced some people 
to rush for fresh air in other parts of 
the factory. The craftsmen sit on old. 
low wooden chairs and tables equi
distant from each other, working at 
their specialties. Many pieces had 
paste-on designs. Understandably, 
the wares are expensive for the time 
and effort put into each piece. 

Totally new to me were the family 
burial tombs in hillsides, near homes 
or in isolated areas surrounded by 
trees and grass. Called "turtle back" 
tombs because the tops of the tombs 
resemble a turtle, these tombs are as 
large as a one-room house and inter
nally large enough for the body, plus 
urns of bones of past generations. 
The tombs have low walls extending 
forward from the sides, and are said to 
represent a woman's legs. When the 
deceased are placed in the tombs 
they are symbolically returned to the 
womb.

Michael D.S. Uechi, M.D., Inc. 
Urology 

Kuakini Medical Plaza 
Suite 704 321 N. Kuakini St. 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 
Office Ph. 523· 7991 
Ans.Service 524-2575 

Specializing in Pediatric and Adult Urology 

peace memorials to warn against all 
future wars. The three-month Battle of 
Okinawa caused the death of about 
100,000 Japanese. We visited memo
rials at Mabuni-Ga-Oka ("Suicide 
Hill") and Himeyuri-No-To, where 
mass suicide occurred. 

We enjoyed two dinner receptions 
given by Mayor Toguchi of Nago and 
Mayor Ashitomi of Ginowan. Toguchi 
had all of us to dinner at the Okura 
Hotel, where we met local business
men and his cabinet members. Our 
palates were exposed to several foods 
which are traditionally reserved for 
special occasions or royal families 
during the Ryukyu Dynasty. Peanut 
tofu, mimi-gwa (thin, slivered pigs' 
ears in sauce), and pig intestines in 
clear broth were new foods for some 
of us. Toguchi had much aloha for 
Hawaii folks. His daughter, Chikako, 
is attending the University of Hawaii, 
majoring in Chinese language. 

John and I recently met Ginowan 

Kaimuki, Kapahulu, Waikiki 

732-1454 
1113 Kapahulu Avenue 

2-3 Day Delivery 
Mainland, Canada 

Mayor Ashitomi in Hawaii. (Ginowan 
is the area club that the Tasatos 
belong to.) With Akira and Jane
Sakima, our nephew Steven Uehara 
and a few other friends, met again 
for dinner at his home. All who 
attended both receptions felt 
honored. 

Several free evenings were spent in 
minyo bars and 19-year-old yonsei, 
Eric Wada, of our tour group im
pressed audiences whenever he took 
a shamisen in hand and sang and 
danced with the regular performers. It 
was to the performers' and audiences' 
delight to come across such a young 
and talented Hawaii person! Eric 
stayed in Okinawa to continue study
ing his craft on a scholarship from 
Honolulu dance teacher Kikue 
Kaneshiro. 

As the tour ended, and as group 
members discussed their relatives 
they visited, one prevailing impres
sion came through. Even with lang
uage difficulties, we all felt their 
warm, genuine feelings of welcome 
and their overwhelming generosity. 

Through the Okinawans govern
ment's efforts to expose more Hawaii 
Okinawans to their history and cul
ture, and through Masaru Nakama's 
(Naka's Travel) friendship with many 
Okinawan people, we were accorded 
special lectures and meetings with 
notable people. Indeed, the tour 
met its objectives in being cul
turally and historically informa
tive, as well as thoroughly enjoyable. 

Beverly Tasato is a counselor at Ho
nowai Elementary School, and a 
member of Ginowan Sonjinkai. 



Darlean Kiyokane 

News of annual summer picnics 
and other club events which bring to
gether members, their families and 
friends enhance the unity among 
Uchinanchu. Thanks to club re
porters for keeping everyone in
formed a club activities. 

Bito Doshi Kai welcomes two new 
families: Ronald and Patricia Higa, 
and Wayne and Lois Chinen. They'll 
join members at a picnic on Sunday, 
Aug. 25, at Kapiolani Park, picnic 
area 5, next to the tennis courts. 

Pres. Dwight Yoshimoto asks 
members to help in the Okinawan 
Festival. His numbers are 537-8382 
(work) and 941-2979 (home). 

Hawaii Shuri Club's entry in the Ms. 
Uchinanchu Matsuri competition, 
Kathy Sumida, is the granddaughter 
of club founder Seichin Nagayama. 
Her advisors are Gayle Takamine and 
Frances Shimabukuro. 

Shuri members recently placed first 
in the Fun Run Division of the Hawaii 
Festival of Running. Teaming up with 
Kapiolani Children's Hospital's person
nel must have helped! 

Shuri proved its power on the 
volleyball court, too, as its team won 
its first game in the UOA volleyball 
league. Coordinator and captain 
Wayne Takamine and coach Ethan 
Toyoma are proud of members Reuel 
Toyama, Daryl Hara, Dick Matsumo
to, Kent Okano, Dusten Ebesu, Glenn · 

Shimabukuro, Karen Gushigen, Lynn 
Yonanza, Shevon Sherod, Denise 
Higa and Susan Harris. 

The club will again be active in UOA 
Festival activities, manning the pig's 
feet soup booth on Saturday, Sept. 1, 
and selling scrips. Volunteers for the 
booth are asked to call Louise Tama
shiro at 841-8047 or 845-1737. Scrips 
may be purchased by calling Nora 
Toma at 737-2997. 

The club looks forward to awarding 
an educational scholarship in 1985, as 
work on a scholarship fund goes for
ward. More information on this will be 
given to the members. 

The club's annual picnic on Sun
day, July 8, at Ala Moana Park was en
joyed by all, thanks to the planning 
and hard work of the picnic com
mittee. 

Ishikawa Club had two attractive 
events - a club picnic on Aug. 12 at 
Ala Moana Park, and a golf tourna
ment on July 22 at Turtle Bay Hilton, 
Kuulima. 

Kanegusuku Sonjin Kai's annual 
picnic is Aug. 5 at Ala Moana Park, 
areas 22 and 23. The club's distinctive 
T-shirts will be sold at $5 for children 
and $6 for adults. 

Iris Tamayose Nishihira is repre
senting Kanegusuku in the Ms. Uchi
nanchu Matsuri competition. She's a 
good representative of the beauty and 
culture of Okinawan women. 

Pres. Ed Kino needs volunteers to 

FREE 
• estate building planning sessions 
• CMA appraisal of your real property 
• feasibility studies on the use of your property 
• marketing strategy for your single property or project 

OVER 13 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

CALL NOW NO OBUGA TIONS 

GEORGE MORIO KANESHIRO 
Principal Broker 
Res. (808) 833-2933 
Bus. (808) 942-9411 Residential-Commercial 

Sales, Management, 
GEORGE & ASSOCIATES Development & Consultants 

DIVISION OF GMK, INC. 1055 Kalo Place, Suite 200, Honolulu, Hawaii 96826 

make nantu for Okinawan Festival '84. 
He also asks members to buy scrips 
which will be sold at the picnic. 

Katsuren Cho Jin Kai's picnic was 
Sunday, July 29, at Ala Moana Park. 

Representing the club in the Ms. 
Uchinanchu Matsuri competition is 
Susan Mizo, daughter of Zensho and 
Mie Mizo. Susan is a Cannon Busi
ness School student. 

Osato Doshi-kal's summer picnic 
is set for Sunday, Aug. 5. A fun-filled 
day is planned from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at Ala Moana Park, area 13. Presi
dent David Ishikawa encourages all 
members to attend and enjoy them
selves. 

Congratulations to member Karen 
Oda, recipient of a Hui Makaala one
year scholarship to the University of 
Hawaii. She is the daughter of Patsy 
and Harold Oda. Mr. Oda, incident
ally, is the cartoonist who does 
Chiburu Tales tor the UOA news
letter. 

Further congratulations to Isaac 
Hokama, who is the editor of 
Uchinanchu, the UOA newsletter. 

The club is also proud of 
immediate past-president Lillian 
Hokama, art di rector and designer of 
the 1985 UOA Calendar. The chil
dren of Judy and Kenneth Matsu
moto-Shirley and Ivan-are shown 
smiling in the photo for the month of 
April. 
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AKAMAI PLUMBING, INC. . 
repairs- remodeling 
maintenance 
new construction 
residential -commercial 
free estimates 

GEORGE CHIMABUKURO 
lic.#C-8330 1457 Pule Place 
734-7600 Hon., HI 96816 

Best Wishes !

representative 
DONNA MERCADO KIM IOI 

29th House District 

Salt Lake 

Business Phone: 

TOMMY S. TOMA CONTRACTOR, INC. 
General Repairs, Home Remodeling, Apartments 

New Dwelling and Commercial Interiors 

Thomas Toma and 
Wilbert Toma 820 lwilei Road 

Honolulu, HI 96817 

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 
SAIPAN • GUAM • MAJURO 

SERVICE MOTORS - WAHIAWA 
WAIPAHU AUTO - CHEVROLET 
WAIPAHU TOYOTA 
WINDWARD TOYOTA 
WAHIAWA TOYOTA 
KAILUA TOYOTA 
KAIMUKI TOYOTA 
MOTOR IMPORTS 
TOYOTA CITY 
MOTOR IMPORTS INTERNATIONAL 
MOTOR IMPORTS PARTS & SERVICE 
SERVICE MOTORS FORKUns 
MARINE DISTRIBUTION 
WINDWARD MARINE CENTER 
SERVICE LEASE & FLEET 
REX TIRE & SUPPLY 
FILM SERVICES OF HAWAII 
SERVCO OFFICE SYSTEMS 
SERVICE APPLIANCE & ELECTRONICS 
WHOLESALE CONTRACT SALES 
MERCHANDISE IMPORTS 
WHOLESALE SERVICE AGENCY 
WHOLESALE PARTS AGENCY 
WHOLESALE° DISTRIBUTION CENTER 
GIBSON DEPARTMENT STORE 
MGG SHOPPING CENTER 
TRUE VALUE HARDWARE & VIS VARIETY 
EASY MUSIC CENTERS 
KEIKI / EASY MUSIC SCHOOLS 
HAWAIIANA ADVERTISING & P.R. 
EVERGREEN NURSERIES 
PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT / MANAGEMENT 
SERVICE REAL TY DIVISION 
SERVCO INVESTMENT CORP. 
AMERICAN INSURANCE AGENCY 
SERVCO INSURANCE AGENCY 
SERVCO FINANCIAL CORP. 
SERVCO SECURITIES CORP. 
GENERAL MERCHANDISE/ FOOD & 

BEVERAGE IMPORTS/ EXPORTS 
INTERN~TIONAL FOOD SERVICE 
PACIFIC MOTORS CORP. (GUAM, 
PACIFIC DISTRIBUTION CENTER (GUAM) 
PACIFIC WHOLESALERS (GUAM) 
GUAM GIBSON DEPARTMENT STORE 
GUAM SHOPPING CENTER 
GUAM TRUE VALUE HARDWARE 
GUAM MAGOO'S & KOZO SUSHI 
PACIFIC FINANCIAL CORP. (GUAM) 
PACIFIC INrL MARIANAS INC. (SAIPAN) 
PACIFIC MARSHALL$ INC. (MAJURO) 

SERVCO PACIFIC INC. HAS BEEN SERVING 
THE PEOPLE OF THE PACIFIC SINCE 1919. 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS AND PATRONAGE 
AND LOOK FORWARD TO CONTINUE SERVING YOU. 

SERVCO 

SERVCO PACIFIC INC. 
SUITE 500,900 FORT STREET MALL, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813 

TELEPHONE 521-6511 

STEVEN T. 
KAKAZU 

PRESIDENT 
KYODO FINANCE 

CO., LTD. 

PERSONAL OR BUSINESS LOANS 
PHONE 

90 N. KING ST., SUITE 206 
HONOLULU. HI 96817 
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UOA Mixed Handicap League. 

Corner Awards banquet will be held on Oct. 
1, Monday, at the Pacific Beach Hotel. 
No-host cocktails start at 5:30 p.m., 
dinner at 6:30, and dancing to follow. 
The league invites anyone wishing to 
attend. Tickets are $17. 

The new league is scheduled to 
start Oct. 7, 1 p.m., at Classic. For 
more information call Jan Yokoyama 
at 455-5209 or 941-7766. 

The league stats as of July 7 are as 
follows: 

1. Minami Nakagusuku 
2. ltoman 
3. Young Okinawans (A} 
4. Awase 
5. Yomitan (B} 

Isaac Hokama · 6. Kochinda 
7. Shuri (A) 

UOA Softball. Yomitan defeated 
Minami to capture the Second Annual 
UOA Softball Championship. Coach 
Norman Arakaki rallied his team for 
an 11 to 2 victory. Congratulations to 
both teams for an outstanding 
season. 

8. Hui O Laulima 
9. Shuri (B) 

10. Nago 
11. Onna 
12. Yomitan (A} 
13. Club Motobu 
14. Young Okinawans (B} 

Individual stats: 
High Average (Men}: Shinko Kuniyoshi 175 

(Women}: Amy Matano 163 Awards were presented at a ban
quet held at Victoria Inn on May 11. 
There were more than 250 players and 
supporters attending, to cap off 
another successful season under the 
leadership of Frank Arakaki, Billy 
Tokuda and their hard-working 
committee. 

High Average handicap (Men}: Bernie Matano 195 
(Women}: Renee linuma 192 

High Series (Men}: Alex Ikehara 684 
(Women}: Cassandra Sherod 671 

High Series 2 (Men): Butch Tohara 462 
(Women): Shirley Senaha 442 

High Series 1 (Men) : Loren Goto 271 
(Women): Tracy Ishikawa 260 

1982 UOA Softball Champs 

announcing 
a name that reflects 
the source of our strength 

Hawaii Finance 
1s now 

Crocker Financial 
Corporation Ltd. 

National Corporation 

acquired Hawaii Finance in 1980. 

We are proud that our performance 

since then merits this confidence 

of our corporate parent. We now 

bear the same name. 

Strength and speed for 
significant loans 
The combined financial network, of which Crocker 
is a part, has total assets exceeding $85 billion and a 
great reservoir of expertise. These resources enable 
us to make loans of very significant size with 
considerably less paperwork than you might expect. 
If you require a personal or commercial loan or a first 
or second mortgage, please visit our office on the 
ground floor of Grosvenor Center. 

It's a local office with worldwide strength. 

Les Uyehara receives Governor's 
Trophy from James Takushi 

UOA Golf. Another Memorial Day 
Tournament saw 390 + Okinawan 
golfers "hacking away" at the Pali and 
Olomana Golf links. Again, good 
weather and super course conditions 
produced some outstanding scores. 
Average net of all flight winners was 
63.6. 

Once more, a hole-in-one surfaced, 
but this time at stake was the use of a 
brand new Toyota Camray, donated 
by Servco Pacific. Eddie Shinsato of 
Osato Doshi Kai aced the 17th at Olo
mana to claim the car. Congra
tulations. 

Mahala to Larry Nakama, his com
mittee, and all the sponsors. Special 
ippei nihei debiru to Jimmy lnamine 
of Okinawa for the 400 golf shirts. 

FINAL LEADER BOARD 

Championship Flight: 
Low Gross Low Net 

Les Uyehara 139 

A Flight: 
Masa lge 146 Masa lge 122 

B Flight: 
Bert Kikuyama 158 Bert Kikuyama 126 

C Flight: 
Michael Goya 168 Yasutaka Tengan 120 

Women's Flight: 
Jan Shiroma 168 Yoshie Kaneshiro 138 

· Seniors Flight: 
Fumio Teruya 157 Harry Nakasone 129 

Special Recognition. Two presti
gious tournaments held annually at 
the Oahu Country Club were dominated 
by Okinaw·ans this year. Casey 
Nakama of Kin Chojinkai took low 
gross honors at the O.C.C. Invita
tional, and recently, Les Uyehara of 
Oroku Azajinkai took match play 
honors to win the Manoa Cup. Unreal! 
Keep it up! 

Announcing. The Labor Day Tour
nament will be held on Sept. 3, at Olo
mana. Look for applications at Pali, 
Ala Wai, Olomana, and Wisteria 
Restaurant. 

Eddie "Ace" Shinsato 

UOA Mixed Volleyball League 
opened its second season on June 3 
with 16 teams. All games are held at 
the YBA gym on Pali Highway. Good 
looks and some talent combine for 
heavy action, so come down and 
support your favorite team. The 
standings as of July 15 are: 

DIVISION A WON LOSS 

Yomitan 4 0 
Kochinda 3 1 
Urasoe (A) 3 1 
Young Okinawans (A) 3 1 
Gushikawa (A) 2 2 
Aza Gushikawa 1 3 
Awase 0 4 

DIVISION B 

Urasoe (B) 4 0 
Gushikawa (B) 3 1 
Nago 3 1 
Naha 2 2 
Shuri 2 2 
ltoman 1 3 
Young Okinawans (B) 1 3 
Goeku 0 4 

Like one of the Family. 
The Flamingo 

Restauranls 
) 

Flamingo Flamingo Flamingo 
ALA MOANA CAFE KAPIOLANI PEARL CITY 
574 Ala Moana Blvd. 871 Kapiolani Blvd. Bakery & Restaurant 

803 Kam Highway 

Flamingo Flamingo ARTHUR'S 
ROYAL LANAI CHUCKWAGON Flamingo Downtown 
1529 Kapiolani Blvd. 1015 Kapiolani Blvd. and Coffeeshop 
Now serving breakfasts! Prime Rib Buffet Davies Pacific Center 




